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War except on an individual basis. Although the War Department plan
ostensibly provided that German aliedfSWere to be treated in the same man-
ner as the Japanese; it qualified this intention by providing for the exemption
mrm?&WCs. This qualification automatically stayed the
evacuation of German aTiens until General DeWitt could discover who
among them were genuine refugees. The War Department plan contem-
plated voluntary relocation by all types of evacuees to the maximum extent
possible, with internment as necessary outside the Western Defense Com-
mand. Another major difference between the two plans was related to Gen-
eral DeWitt's recommendation of a licensing system for Category A areas;
the President’s Executive order of 19 February did not require the applica-
tion of the licensing plan, and licensing was not embodied in the War De-
partment’s directives of 20 February.

There were other lesser differences between the two plans. General De-
Witt had recommended that before any evacuation all preparations should
be complete, including the “selection and establishment of internment facil-
ities in the Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Corps Areas.” As already noted, the
War Department at this time was also planning to put all internees east of
the Ninth Corps Area, but its directives did not contemplate any postpone-
ment of evacuation until internment facilities were ready. General DeWitt
had also recommended the initial and separate internment of all enemy alien
males over 14 years of age, until family units could be established in intern-
ment camps. The War Department plan had no such provision. As for the
number of people to be involved, General DeWitt's memorandum contained
an estimate that 133,000 people would have to be evacuated either volun-
tarily or by compulsion. A breakdown of this figure (based on his previous
Category A recommendations) discloses that his plan would have involved
about 69,000 Japanese (25,000 aliens and 44,000 American citizens), about
44,000 ltalians, and about 20,000 Germans, The War Department planners
apparently made no estimate of the numbers that their directives would
involve, but eventually they did involve more than 110,000 Japanese resi-
dents—itizens and aliens—of the west coast states.

The Evacuation of the apanese

How the Army would handle Japanese evacuation remained uncertain
for a month or so after General DeWitt received his new instructions. That
it would have to act, and quickly, was certain by late February. In effect
President Roosevelt with the unanimous backing of the Pacific coast Con-
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