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SF Contemporary M-usic-Player$
Premiere "David of Sassoun"

SAN FRANCISCO - The
world premiere of Michdle Ekiz-
ian's opera David of Sassoun will
be presented in its concert ver-
siol) by the San Francisco Con-
temporary Music Players on Mon-
day, February 8, 1993. Arthur
Jarvinen's Philifor Honey-
combed with Childishness and
Aaron -Copland's classic Sextet
will also be performed. The con-
cert will take place in the Vete-
rans Building Green Room, 401
Van Ness Avenue at McAllister
in San Francisco. There will be
a preconcert discussion at 7 P.M.
with SFCMP Music Director Ste-
phen Mosko, composers Arthur
Jarvinen and Michelle Ekizian,
and Dickran Kouymjian, Pro-
fessor of Armenian Studies at
California S1ate University, Fres-
no. Th.: concert begins at 8 P.M.

An Armenian Ainerican, Ms.
Ekizian often takes her inspira-
tion from her hcritag.: - recent-
ly she was commissioned to
'nite a major work for the
Brooklyn Philharmonic comme-
morating the 1894 genocide of
Armenians. The subject of her
chamber opera David of Sassoun
(for four singers and nine instru-
l\1entalists) is a story 'central to
the Arm.:n ian oral epic tradition,
an ancienl parable of the strug-
gle for freedom. Ekizian writes:
"The libretto of David of Sas-
soun is taken from (EngLsh)
translations of the epic pat-
terned after the traditional story
telling style passed on by ancient

Armenian minstrels and bards."
The featured singers arc tenor
Richard Walker as David, sop-
rano Barbara Ann Martin as
Kourkig Jalaly (a magical flying
horse), mezzo-soprano Maro Par-
tamian as t·he Old Widow, and
baritone Hector Vasquez as the
tyrant King Msrah Melik.

Ms. Ekizian's decision to set
this epic has created a great deal
of excitement in the Armenian
American community, and in-
deed the presentation of this
premiere has been made possible
in pal t by donations from inte-
rested Armenian Americans
throughout the country.

Composer and new music per-
cussionist Arthur Jarvinen has
performed with such composers
as Steve Reich al d Frank Zappa,
and is a member of the Califor-
nia E.A.R. Unit. The title of his
piece, Philiphor Honeycombed
With Childishness, comes from a
chapter in Witold Gombrowicz's
novd Ferdydurke.

The Sextet of Aaron Copland
can be seen as a bridge between
two style periods in his output-
the early one angular and
modernistic and the later one
more populist and neoch<;sical.
Written in 1937, the Sextet is a
sumptuous combination of both
clements.

Concert tickets' ($14/$10 se-
nior:; and students) arc also good
for the pre-concert discussion at
7 P. 1. For tickets and informa-
tion, call (415) 252-6235.
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7th Annual ~anquet of the Armenian Studies
FRESNO, CA - Dr. Louis

D. Volpp, President of the
Haigazian University College
Graduate School of Manage-
ment in Yerevan, AJ,IDenia, will

be the special guest at the 7th
Annual Banquet of the Armeni-
an Studies Program and the
Sarkis and Meline Kmfayan
Center for Armenian Studies to

.... ,..::urogram
be held on Sunday, January 31.
Dr. Volpp will speak on "An
American Busiriess School in
the Republic of Armenia: Edu-
cation and the Move Toward a
Market Economy."

Dr. Volpp is a former Vice-
President of Academic Affairs
at California State University,
Fresno and professor in the
School of Business. He was
appointed President in late
October and is visiting Fresno
over the winter break. He will
return to Yerevan in· February
for the start of the spring se-
mester.

Student recipients of Arme-
nian Studies Program scholar-
ships will be recognized for
their achievements at the ban-
quet. More than thirty students
received scholarships/grants for
the 1992-1993 academic year.

Tickets for the dinner are
$30.00per person and are avail-
able from the Armenian Studies
Program office. A social hour
will begin at 5:00p.m.,followed
by dinner at 6:00 p.m. in the
Resident Dining Facility on
campus. For reservations or
more information call the Ar-
menian Studies Program office
at (299)278-2669.
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Fresno's Doctor Heads 1
Graduate School in Armenia- - .

/
YEREV AN-The newly founded Haigazian
University College Graduate School of Manage-
ment in Yerevan has appointed as its fIrst Presi-
dent, Dr. Louis Voipp, recently retired professor
of Management from the California State
University of Fresno.

Volpp has served 15 years at CSUF, fIrst as
Vice President for Academic Affairs and then
as professor-in the School. of Business.
Previously he had been Dean of the Graduate
School of Business at Cohunbia University in
New York and occupied the same post earlier
at Duke University.

The Haigazian Gradmlte.School of Manage-
ment is in its second year preparing accepted
students with proper language skills to Begin
classes in English. .

Along with Volpp is his wife Holly, a
graduate of the Nursing School at the Univer-
sity of Iowa, who will be working to improve
the health care in Armenia. Later this year,
Volpp's son, Bryan,"a doctor specializing in in-
fectious diseases, will go to Armenia on a special
assignment for the Ministry of Health.

Haigazian is the second, American Universi-
ty to be set up in Armenia.

The following is an excerpt from an inter-
view with Dr. Louis Volpp conducted by long-
time friend and colleague, Dr. Dickran
Kouyoumjian.

DK: Dr. Volpp, what made you accept a-post,
in a former Soviet Republic that you had never
visited so soon after retiring from a long career
as professor and administrator?

LV: I have always wanted to serve society,
especially by serving students, the future of any
nation. I had been fascinated by the events that
swept the Soviet Union, its disintegration, and
the attempt being made by the newly-
independent Republics to establish market
economies in place of the former state run ones.
Haigazian University'S newly fOlmed graduate
business program in Armenia seemed an ex-
traordinarily fortuitous chance to make a direct
impact on the future managers of a new
country.

But why Armenia and why so quickly?

We have known Armenians most of our
lives, and of course especially since Holly and
I came to .Fresno. The former pastor of our
Presbyterian church was Bill Antablian, himself
an Armenian. He and his wife Florence were
instrumental in putting me in direct contact with
the administration of Haigazian University Col-
lege. Though I had never been to Armenia, I
knew a lot about it from Armenian friends, col-
leagues, and students at CSUF. Armenia ~m-
ed like a perfect choice.
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Yet you certainly knew that Armenia was in .
a virtually undeclaredwar with Azerbaijan over
the former Armenian territory of the Moun-
tainous Karabakh, now part of Azerbaijan.
And you were informed about the shortages in
electricity, the Azeri blockade of Armenia which
prevents any fuel and even food supplies from
reaching the country, the mounting inflation of
nearly 400 percent since the breakup of the
Soviet Union, the devastatiou of the earthquake
of 1988, and the hundreds of thousands of
Armenian refugees from Azerbaijan vying to
simply keep life and limb together. In the face
of these catastrophic conditions how were you
able to make a positive decision so qnickly?

For twenty years, my wife and I have talked
about what we wanted to do after retirement
to help others. We had considered missionary
aid work with our church. We had thought of
the Peace Corps, or similar activity, that would
allow us to put our acCumulated talents to the
best use. When I heard about Haigazian
University's venture in Armenia and saw the
chance to make a difference in the future direc-
tion and management of a new country, it

f
seemed to fit in well with our desires anG what
$e two of us had prepared for all our lives:
cteachigg. @d leading.
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What specific plans do yOUhave as die
dent of a new Graduate School in a
country?

I would like to build the Haigazian Graduate'
School of Management into an institution that
can educate young Armenian professionals in
the modem practice of management. Addi-
tionally, as a complement to that program, I
will work to develop at the school a program
in political economy so that the environment
of business practices in a Republic moving
towards a market economy be as congeniaL'>3S
possible. Management cannot be taught in a
vacuum; those learning business practices must
also appreciate the workings of international
politics and how they relate to a global
economy.

Have you had previous experience in work-
ing and teaching your specialty abroad?

I've taught an executive program in Hong
Kong, been a consultant for a European univer-
sity consortimn on the design of graduate
business programs, an American program ad-
visor for a French school, and a consultant for
the United Natio~s in Egypt. My wife and I
have lived and travelled abroad quite a bit and
we are looking forward to the challenging
assignment in Armenia.



PROGRAM
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY. FRESNO

I"RI:.NO. CALII"ORNIA .3740

SUBJECT 7th Annual Banquet of Armenian Studies PAGE .of

7th-Annual-Banquet -of Fresno's
Armenian Studies Program, Jan. 31

I FRESNO - Dr. Louis D.
Volpp, President of the Hai-
gazian University College
Graduate School of Management
in Yerevan, Armenia, will be
the special guest at the 7th
Annual Banquet of the Armen-
ian Studies Program and~ the
Sarkis and Meline Kalfayan
Center for Armenian Studies
to be held On Sunday, January
31, 1993.

Dr. Volpp will speak on
"An American Business School
in the Republic of Armenia:
Education and the Move Toward
a Market Economy."

Dr. Volpp is a former Vice
President of Academic Affairs
at California State University,
Fresno, and professor in the
School of Business. He was ap-
pointed President in late Oc-

tober and is visiting Fresno over
the winter break. He will return
to Yerevan in February for the
s tart of the Spring semester.

Studen t recipien ts of Annen-
ian Studies Program scholarships
will be recognized for their
achievements at the banquet.
More than 30 students received
scholarships/gran ts for the 1992-

, 1993 academic year.
Tickets for the dinner are

$30.00 per person and are avail-
able from the Armenian Studies
Program office.

A social hour will begin at
5:00 p.m. followed by dinner
at 6: 00 p.m. in the Residence
Dining Facility on campus.

For reservations or more in-
,formation call the Armenian'
Studies Program office at (209)
278-2669.
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Dr. Volpp Will be Keynote Speaker I
,AtCSUF Armenian Studies Banquet

FRESNO - Dr. Louis D. Volpp,
President of the Haigazian Univer-
sity College Graduate School of
Management in Yerevan, will be
the keynote speaker at the 7th an-
nual banquet of the Armenian
Studies Program and the Sarkis
and Meline Kalfayan Center for
Armenian· Studies in Fresno on
Jan. 31.

The banquet will be held at the
California Stflte Unjversity, Fresno
Residence Dining Facility at 6
p. m. A social hour will begin at 5
p.m.

Dr. Volpp, a former Vice-Presi-
dent of Academic Affairs at
CSUF, and professor in the School
of Business, was appointed Presi-
dent of the Haigazian School of

Management in late October, and
is visiting Fresno over the winter
break. He will return to Yerevan
in February for the start of the
spring semester.

Dr. Volpp's banquet address
will focus on "An American Busi-
ness School in the Republic of
Armenia: Education and the Move
Toward a Market Economy."

The Jan. 31 banquet will also
recognize the recipients of Arme-
nian Studies Program scholarships.
More than 30 students received
scholarshipsigrants for the 1992-
1993 academic year.

Banquet tickets are $30 per per-
son and are available from the
Armenian Studies Program office.,
by calling '(209) 278-2669.
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'David of assoun' opera to premiere
SAN FRANSISCO, CA- The

world premiere off Michelle Eki-
zian's opera David of Sassoun will
be presented in its concert version
by the San Fransisco Contem-
porary Music Players (SFCMP) on
Monday, February 8. Arthur Jar-
vinen'sphilifor Honeycombed With
Childishness and Aaron Copland's
classic Sextet will also be perform-
ed. The concert will take place in
the Veterans Building Green Room,
401 Van Ness Avenue at McAllister
in San Fransisco, at 8 pm.

A pre-concert discussion will
begin at 7 pm, with SFCMP music
director Stephen Mosko, com-
posers Arthur Jarvinen and
Michelle Ekizian, and Dickran
Kouymjian, Professor of Armenian
Studies at California State Univer-
sity, Fresno.

An Armenian-American, Ekizian
often takes her inspiration from her
heritage. Recently she was commis-
sioned to write a major work for the
Brooklyn Philharmonic, com-
memorating the genocide of Arme-
nians. The subject of her chamber
opera David of Sassoun (for four
singers and nine instrumentalists)
is a story central to the Armenian
oral epic tradition, an ancient

parable of the struggle for freedom.
Ekizian writes: "The libretto of
David of Sassoun is taken from
[English 1 translations of the epic
patterned after the traditional story-
telling style passed on by ancient
Armenian minstrels and bards."

The featured singers are tenor
Richard Walker as David, soprano
Barbara Ann Martin as Kourkig
Jalaly (a magical flying horse),
mezzo-soprano Maro Partamian as
the Old Widow, and baritone Hec-
tor Vasquez as the tyrant King
Msrah Melik.

Ekizian's decision to set this epic
has created a great deal of excite-
ment in the Armenian-American
community, and indeed the
presentation of this premiere has
been made possible in part b'
donations from interested Arm
nian-Americans throughout t'
country.

Concert tickets ($14, $10 for
senior citizens and students) are
also good for the pre-concert
discussion. For tickets and informa-
tion, call 415-252-6235.
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•

nethe· special guest at the 7th
Annual Banquet of the Armeni-
an Studies Program and the
Sarkis and Meline Kalfayan
Center for Armenian Studies to

1th AnnµaI;Bavqµef.,ofthe Armenian Studies Progr-am"
FRESNO, CA ~ Dr: LoUls

D. Volpp, President of the
Haigazian University College
Graduate School of Manage-
ment ill Yyrevan, Armenia, will

be held on SundaY,)anuary 31.
Dr. Volpp will speak on "An
American Business School in
the Republic of Armenia: Edu-
cation and the Move Toward a
Market Economy."

Dr. Volpp is a former Vice-
President of Academic Affairs
at California State University,
Fresno and professor in the
Scho()l of Business. He was
appointed President in late
October and is visiting Fresno
over the winter break. He will
return to Yerevan in February
for the start of the spring se-
mester.

S'~'.lent recipients of Arme-
n".ih'Studies Program scholar-
ships will be recognized for
their achievements at the ban-
quet. More than thirty students
received scholarships/grants for
the 1992-1993 academic year.

Tickets for the dinner are
$30.00per person and are avail-
able from the Armenian Studies
Program office. A social hour
will begin at 5:00 p.m. ,followed
by dinner at 6:00 p.m. in the
Resident Dining Facility on
campus. For reservations or
more information call the Ar-
menian Studies Program office

.at (209)278-2669.
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CSUOffers Armenian Studies Program
for 1993 Spring Semester =.

~-CC--==~O=-

FRESNO, CA - The Ar- 23-24 units of Armenian Stud-
menian Studies Program of ies courses receive a Minor in
California State University, Armenian Studies. Instruction
-Fresno announces its Spring begins on January 25 for the
1993 semester courses. The Spring semester. For more in-
courses offered provide stu- . formation call (209)278-2669
dents with the opportunity to or FAX (209)278-2129.
study many different facets of Armenia Studies courses
the Armenian people. Armeni- are open to the community
an .1arrguige (lA-"'and IB)~ Kr- (students not regularly en-
menian architecture, William rolled) through the Open Reg-
Saroyan, Armenian history, and istration program. For infor-
a general introductory course mation and fees please .contact
in Armenian Studies are being the Division of Extended Edu-
offered. Studcnts completing c:ltion at CSU Fresno.
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S.F. Contemporary Music Players
Premiere .Armenian Epic Opera
SAN FRANCISCO, CA -

The world premiere of Michelle
Ekizian's opera David of SaS-
soun will be presented in its
concert version by the San
Francisco Contemporary Music
Players on Monday, February 8.
Arthur Jarvinen's Philifor Hon-
eycombed With Childishness
and Aaron Copland's classic
Sextet will also be performed.
The concert will take place in
the Veterans Building Green
Room, 401 Van Ness Avenue
at McAllister here. There will
be a preconcert discussion at 7
p.m. with SFCMP Music Direc-
tor Stephen Mosko, composers
Arthur Jarvinen and Michelle
Ekizian, and Dickran Kouymji-
an, Professor of Armeni.an
Studies at California State
University, FresnQ,..The concert
begins at 8:00 p.m.

An Armenian American,
Ms. Ekizian often takes her
inspiration from her heritage n

recently she was commissioned
to write a major work for the
Brooklyn Philharmonic com-
memorating the genocide of the
Armenians. The subject of her
chamber opera David of Sas-
sono (for four singers and nine

Instrumentalists) is a story
central to the Armenian oral
epic tradition, an ancient para-
ble of the struggle for freedom.
Ekizian writes: "The libretto of
David of Sassono is taken from
(English) translations of the
epic patterned after the tradi-
tional storytelling style passed
on by ancient, Armenian min-
strels and bards." The featured
singers are tenor Richard Walk-
er as David, soprano Barbara
Ann Martin as Kourkig Jalaly
(a magical fiyinghorse), mezzo-
soprano Maro Part ami an as the
Old Widow, and baritone Hec-
tor Vasquez as the tyrant King
Msrah Melik.

Ms. Ekizian's decision to
set this epic has created a great
deal of excitement in the Arme-
nian-American community, and
indeed the presentation of this
premiere has been made possi-
ble in part by donations from
interested Armenian Americans
throughout the country.

Concert tickets ($14/$10
seniors and students) are also
good for the pre-concert dis-
cussion at 7:00 p.m. For tickets
and information, call (415)252-
6235.
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Concert Version of Ekizian/'s Opera
David of Sassoun Will Premiere

SAN FRANCISCO - The world
premiere of Michelle Ekizian's
opera" David of Sassoun" will be
presented in its concert version by
the San Francisco Contemporary
Mus)c Players on Feb. 8. The con-
cert will be held in the Veterans
Building Green Room. 401 Van
Ness Avenue at McAllister in San
Francisco.

Other performances that evening
will include Arthur Jarvinen's
"Philifor Honeycombed with
Childishness" and Aaron Cope-
land's "Sextet."

A pre-concert discussion at 7
p.m., will include Ekizian, .Jar-
vinen and Dickran Kouymjian,
Professor of Armenian Studies at
California State University,
Fresno. The concert starts at 8
p.m.

Ekizian often takes her inspira-
tion from her heritage. Recently
she was commissioned to write a
major work for the Brooklyn
Philharmonic commemorating the
genocide of the Armenians. The

. subject of her chamber opera,
"David of Sassoun" (for four
singers and nine instrumentalists)
is a story central to the Armenian
oral epic tradition, an ancient
parable of the struggle for free-
dom.

"The libretto of David of Sas-
soun is taken from English transla-
tions of the epic patterned after the
traditional story telling style pass-
ed on by ancient Armenian mins-
trels and bards," Ekizian said.

The featured singers for the Feb.
8 premiere are tenor Richard
Walker as David, soprano Barbara.
Ann Martin as Kourkig Jalali (a
magical flying horse), mezzo-
soprano Mara Partamian as the
Old Widow, and baritone Hector
Vasquez as the tyrant King Msrah
Melik.

The presentation of this pre-
miere h'as been made possib'le in

•

part by donations from interested
Armenian-Americans throughout
the country, said San Francisco
Contemporary Music Players
spokesman Adam Frey.

Concert tickets ($14/$10,
seniors and students) are also good
for the pre-concert discussion at 7
p.m. For tickets and information,
call (415) 252-6235.
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, FSU offers Annenian studies ClaSs
Classes in Armenian studies are available during

the spring semester at Fresno State University.
Courses range from Armenian architecture and

history to William 6aroyan and the Armenian lan-
guage.

Instruction begins Monday. Details: 278-2669.
Armenian studies courses are alSo available to

the community through the open university pro-
gram. Details: the Division of Extended Education,
278-2524.
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Ex~FresnoState
professor, "olpp,
to speak at dinner
The Fresno Bee

Louis D. Volpp, president
of the Haigazian University
College Graduate School of
Management in Yerevan, Ar-
menia, will speak Sunday at
the seventh annual banquet
for the Armenian Studies
program at Fresno State Uni-
versity.

Volpp will discuss "An
American Business School in
the Republic of Armenia: Ed-
ucation and the Move To-
ward a Market Economy."

Volpp is a former vice pres-
ident for academic affairs and
business professor at FSU.
He was appointed to his cur-
rent post in October.

Also at the banquet, stu-
dent recipients of Armenian
Studies program scholarships
will be recognized. More than
30 students received scholar-
ships or grants for 1992-93.

A social hour begins at 5
p.m., followed by dinner at 6
p.m. in the university's Resi-
dence Dining HalL Tickets
are $30 per person. Details:
278-2669.
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SPECTRUM
CELEBRATION - Beginning Sun-

day, a month-long series of events will
be held to celebrate the 111th anniver-
sary of Carter Memorial African Method-
ist Episcopal Church, 115 U St. Details:
266-3429 or 251-8373.

REVIVAL - 7 p.m. Friday at Mount
Pleasant Missionary Baptist Church, 207
E. San Joaquin St. The Junior Women's
Auxiliary of St. John Missionary Baptist
Association will sponsor a one-night re-
vival with choirs and a guest speaker,
the Rev. Jeffrey Fines, youth minister of
the church.

ELECTED - Barlow Der Mugrde-
chian has been erected chairman of the
Armenian Community Council of the
San Joaquin Valley.

DINNER-DANCE - 7 p.m. Friday at
the social hall of Holy Trinity Armenian
Apostolic Church, Ventura and M
streets. The youth association will hold
a St. Valentine's dinner-dance. Tick-
ets/details: 486-1141 .
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Si\~. Contemporary Music Players':,·
.P1r~f!1ierArmenian Epic Opera- .

.SAN FRAN CISCO, CA -The world premiere of Michelle
Ekizian's opera, "David of Sassoun," will be presented in its
concert version by the San Francisco Contemporary Music
Players on Monday, February 8. Arthur Jarvinen's "Philifor
Honeycombed With Childishness" and Aaron Copland's
classic Sextet will also be performed. The concert will take
place in the Veterans Building Green Room, 401 Van Ness
Avenue at McAllister here. There will be a pre-concert dis-
cussion at 7 p.m. with SFCMP Music Director Stephen Mos-
ko, composers Arthur Jarvinen and Michelle Ekizian, and
Dickran Kou m'ian, Professor of Armenian Studies at Cali-
forma tate Universl , resno. The concert egms at p.m.
. Armenian American, Ms. Ekizian often takes her in-
spiration from her heritage -- recently she was commissioned
to write a major work for the Brooklyn Philharmonic com-
memorating the Armenian genocide. The subject of her
chamber opera "David of Sassoun" (for four singers and nine
instrumentalists) is a story central to the Armenian oral epic
tradition, an ancient parable of the struggle for freedom.
Ekizian writes: "The libretto of "David of Sassoun" is taken
from [English] translations of the epic patterned after the
traditional storytelling style passed on by ancient Armenian
minstrels and bards." The featured Singers are tenor Richard
Walker as David, soprano Barbara Ann Martin as Kourkig
Jalaly (a magical flying horse), mezzo-soprano Maro Par-
tamian as the Old Widow, and baritone Hector Vasquez as
the tyrant King Msrah Melik. -

Ms. Ekizian's decisi9n to set this epic has created a great
deal of excitement in the Armenian-American community,
and indeed the presentation of this premi~re has been made
possible in part by donations from interested Armenian
Americans throughout the country.

Composer and new music percussionist Arthur Jarvinen
has performed with such composers as Steven Reich and
Frank Zappa, and is a member of the California E.A.R. llnit.
The title of his piece, "Philifor Honeycombed With Childish-·
ness," comes from a chapter in Witold Gombrowicz's novel
"Ferdydurke." The work was composed in 1991.

The "Sextet" of Aaron Copland can be seen as a bridge
between two style periods in his output -- the early one
angular and modernistic, and the later one more populist and
neoclassical. Written in 1937, the "Sextet" is a sumptuous
combination of both elements.

Concert tickets ($141$10 seniors and students) I,lrealso
good for the pre-concert discussion at 7 p.m. For tickets and
information, call (415)252-6235. •
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BREAKING
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A localoiganization,.,thlf
Armenian Community.,CQ,!p\cil-
Operation Rescue h~1'oinea a
"call to action" by the Embassy
of the Republic:,,efArmenia and
the Flll}Si,J;of''OemocracY«ll1d
Deve!ppmen! for the suq:ess of
~Qpera~ion Winter Re!?plle."
Speciafffirlirncifig''frprrl thejU.5.

7. ,f
government has rrpide it:;
possible, for the erfiergE¥\Cy
campaign to be·6rganized. The
Armenian governmer:ft is very
grateful, stated,Charge
d'Afjairespf theA.'TIl1eniai1;hX;>
Embassy i1u(kAT~eni~;s ">.
Permanen fRepresen ta tiveJO:
the United Nations Alexartder
Arzouiria'A'iafl, "The United
States hfs disti9gmsl1'~d itself as
the leader in !:lieWest in
recog~ingthe crisis in
Armenia and taking extraordi:, ../
nary action to help bring faa
medicine, and other items to
people." ~. "

The first of three ships beirig'
provided by the United States
Government carrying up to
seven hundred 35,000 pound
containers has arrived in
Georgia. Two additional
shipments are scheduled - one
for 7 March and one for 7 April
1993.The U.N. has sent a study
group and France has, for the
past year sent study groups and
material aid to the devastated
country. But it is not enough.

Fooaai1d"irtecfieal supplies
are scarce; hospitals and public
health facilities are operating at
50 percent or less of capacity in
deplorably unsanitary condi-
tions. They lack blankets,
bandages, oxygen, antibiotics
and most primary necessities.
Newborn babies are dying
because undernourished
mothers are unable to supply
the necessary milk. Cancer,
tuberculosis, and other diseases
associated with malnutrition
have increased substantially.

A fragile new republic
roughly the size of Maryland,
formed after the fall of the
Soviet Union, Ar:menia has been
devastated by a five-year food
and fuel blockade imposed on it
by the neighboring Republic of
Azerbaijan. The blockade was
imposed by the Azaris as .
punishment to the Armenians in
the autonomous region of the
Mountainous Karabagh,
inhabited by Armenians, but in
iiihabited')y Aremenians, qy,tJ,O'<J;;
~~e.terfrf6ryCtf'Azerbaijan. 1h~k,-'
government of AzerbaIjftfl,·"iS">'.,~']
angry because the ,Armenians of .
Karabagh want t6:join Armenia
and leave Azerbaij.t\:t.

::!::::::::::.... :.:.:::::::::: •. :.:.:.:: :::::::: :: ..:::::::: ::::::::::::t::-t:::::::::~~~~:~~~~~::~:~:~:!:~:),:::::

The Medzamdr";l'i/
nuclear PI,.~'''fi~O"'"a'
Chernobyl\>,.."" ffi

-t- ,.wal Ing ..,oHV'
t.happen...
~

lrl)98S:- a major'~<frlhtfual<e
ki1l~ at least 50,00Q>ilJ1,d'Jeft
160)000victims without shelter.{: - ....<.;:.-x--<-"' .

./W-ith belmy/freezing tempera-
, hires - onjl;6f the bitterest
wiIlte~5,in its history, forests are
beift!!{cut dQwn and valuable

~,pooi<s'al·e~beh}.~,:~ep!ic:~~to
. suppIY;J1~dt'heeded 'fu~l;,
""q,f£,?rsiiifg to th~.Very Rever~rtd",g
Muron Aznikiari.~'Dean of the
Holy Trinity Church Armenian
Apostolic Churc)1 in Fresno. It
.is'alsp:reporte~lthat families
tear up f1oorboiu;ds and have
stripped city parkslH~seardr6f ",4

firewood. In Yerevan, police
track hungry stray dogs and one
w,a5i,o~~rved attacking a man

"', :f' ~,,-:,;_,~~>'.ctdssm-g Ute street - all has
reverted to satisfying primal
needs.

On 23 January \993, the latest
disaster, a single remaining fuel
pipeline which had been
supplying Armenia's only
source of natural gas was
destroyed by an explosion in the
Azari-populated region of
Mameulia in Georgia. The
interruption of fuel due to the
destroyed pipeline has plunged
the capital of Yerevan, home to
1.7million people, into dark-
ness. The metro and electric
trolley hines are stopped and
telephones and radios are silent.
The lack of power has forced
schools, factories and public
transportation to close.

Virtually every facet of daily
life in Armenia has come to a
halt.
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The 17-year-old Medzamor
nuclear power plant was closed
after the 1988 earthquake, partly
because of earthquake damage,
partly because of exhorbitant
operation costs, and partly
because it was ill kept during
the Communist regime. The
plant may have to be opened in

,~ro~ide energy,
=- ,:.. :::~..::~.".t>5.'~"r.~'

\lacco!fPing to the Armenian./'
clergyman. The plant still

::~~l}si~~o:: outside power for
its saf~sy<Stems to continue
cooliI1~ nucle'a'r,waste which is
store~j!in the plant\"They may
b~f'forced to r~-open>,theplant"
Rkverend Aznikian stated, " and .

""there is spreading fear that this
could develop a dangerous,

a:¥aliioactive leak affecting nof ~",
only"Armenia, but its surround-
ing coirntries." The Medzamor ;;

. nuclea,cpo,\1i"erplant can be
c6mpared to the fragile

. Chemoby ItNocle''lT);P1ant;;;.,;:;ic"<,,
, Armenia is a landlocked '
nation dependent on transit
corridors throp.gh th~,neighbor-
ing Republics 'Of~~orgia';0
AzerbaijanI Iran and TurkeyAo,,'"
fill its most basic en~JgYf,,,};i
require men tS:""",,4i:,·" n,

~l1isdapgJ6d<ed country has
,~yeffcaught between empires,

~on the dividing line between
Christian and Muslim worlds, ,;;
hemmed in by ancient enemie~
on one side and unruly neiglii
bars on the other. Many wiil,'i
recall the 1915-1920 genOCide qf

0th~,,Armenian people by the \li
Ottolrian Turks. "The Arme-'l,
nians Ilave never been an '<

aggressive people," Reverend
Aznikian states. "They adopted
Christianity in the fourth
century A.D. and have since
been lone Christians sur-
rounded by Muslims and Turks ..
They are an island of Indo-
European people who have
adopted a westernized tradition."

Packs of stray
dogs roam the,
streets and
attack humans...

.'The very survival of these
desperate people depends on
the charity of Westerners. Food,
clothing, and medical supplies
are of utmost urgency. But
Reverend Aznikian also hopes
that the western world will look
to Armenia as a country for
potential development. The
Armenian church leader is
hopeful that exchanges with the .
West are forthcoming. "If the
West can find a way to cooper-
ate in humanitarian assistance,
they will find an industrious,
intelligent, cooperative people
who would welcome their

l"Reo~le of -- "~
Arrr\,enial~guld'l:elqqtne the :,t
E}{i.plb"tk'fiB'h'pftl;l'~irmany i/

..,<n?jurliE.r~sou'rces- zinc, gold,V '
and other'minerals'and Tiitem~-;;,'

Ytibnal exchanges in agricultur,¢'"
wand other amenities of the / 1
Western world." i;/

'. "'Accofding»to"Califorrua,State
~fUniversity professor.Q](
, • rmenian Studies DicHan

l"tig~~Ut;;a'~~?f~r;I;~~~~~;':::::i
GoverntP~fltwoulj have been. '.
very sin1ple'\,iJthe State Depart-
ment afid the'AdministrN~OP." .;

'_,:..;....i.::- . .> ," "'- "'~.,.

! had put some pressure on the
government of Turkey to allow
American and European relief
convoYp;~?;;~t¢terArmenia over
the best overland route.

;"~}~'Yrfortunately,Turkey has
"ta~en the side of Azerbaijan in
the'1itruggle over Karabagh and
thu$tfar has done everything
poss1.kle to obstruct the relief
sUPP!Jes from arriving in

~.;t\r;,n~ia. We hope Turkey will
. cpange'1ts position. Lives .
\~"$h()ulcttake precedence over
'~ol1hcs,"

t/
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To launch ';Op~flti~(
Rescue" Fresno City C
man Tom Bohigian wil
news conference with
tatives of the Armenian
Community Council anu,,:!
Temple Beth Israel on the"

I second floor lobby of City Hall
at 1l:00a.m. Thursday, 4 March
1993.

Items urgently needed are
• Warm winter clothing for

men, women and children, both
new and like new. Suggested
clothing include: overcoats, hats
and woolen caps, gloves,
scarves, long underwear, and
socks.

• Blankets and sleeping bags.
• Medical and hospital

supplies (expiration dates of at
least six months).

• Food (non-perishable) of
almost any kind, in any size
packaging. Suggested food
items include: bulgur, sugar,
pasta, beans, instant soup,
powdered milk, powdered eggs,
canned meats, canned nuts,
hard candy, nuts, dried fruits
and raisins.

• Monetary donations will
be accepted for purchase of
large quantities of food, clothing
and medica] supplies. Checks'
can be made payable to your
CHURCH and earmarked -
"Operation Rescue", or mailed
to the Armenian Community
Council- Operation Rescue
P.O. Box 1I844
Fresno, Ca. 93775

Collection Sites are as
follows:'
Fr.sno:

,pIlgrim Armenian Congregatio
) Church

3673 N. First St.
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (excl12-D
229-2915
Holy Trinity Armenian Church
2226 Ventura, at "M" St.
10:00a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
486-1l41
First Armenian Presb. Church
430 S. First St., at Huntington
9:00 a.m. to 12:00noon
237-6638
St. Paul Armenian Church
3767 N. First St., at Dakota
10:00a.m. to 12:00noon
226-6343
Armenian Community School
1940N. Fresno St. at Weldon
1:00p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
233-1800
A.G.B.U. Center
1740Fulton St.
12:00noon to 3:00 p.m.
233-5626
Fowler:
St. Gregory Armenian Church
229 S. Third St.
9:00 a.m. to 12:00noon
834-2919
Reedley:
Sts. Sahag-Mesrob Armenian
Church 1249"F"St. at 13th
10:00a.m. to 1:00p.m.
638-2740
yettem:
St. Mary Armenian Church
14395Avenue 384
10:00a.m. to 12:00noon
528-6892
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Food arid'mediCal supplies
are scarce; hospitals and pUblic
health facilities are operating at

i50 percent or les~ of capacity in;.
:deplorably ,unsanitary condi-
itions. They lackblankets,
:banciages, oxYgen, antibiotics
iandirtost 'primaryriecessities.
[Newborn babies are dying
ibecagseunderrourishlaCi
imoth~'~guriableto supply
:the necessaryinilk. Cancer,
tuberculosis, and other diseases
'associated with malnutrition
,have increased substantially.

A fragile new republic
roughly the size of Maryland,
formed after the fall of the
Soviet Union, Armenia has been
devastated by a five-year food
and fuel blockade imposed on it
by the neighboring Republic of
Azerbaijan. The blockade was
imposed by the Azaris as
punishment to the Armenians in
the autonomous region of the
Mountainous Karabagh,
inhabited by Armenians, but in

irihabitecj.,pzAremenians, qutin·,
the terri foryofAzerbaijan. Th~>
'government of Azerbaijan/is ." '..
angry because the Armenians of
Karabagh want to.join Armenia
and leave Azerbaija{j.

The Medzamor,; .i'

nuclear pl,arit'Is""a
ChernobyI>,·"
waiting to,"'"
"happen ...

, h;t)988, a major ~hquake
killet'I at least 50,OQQ<;ao.sl1eft
160.POOvictimsw;t!iodt shelter.
". bel0'xt~rngtempera-
tures - onebf the bitterest
wi~:,er.s-.rn{ts hiStory, forests are

, beiftgcut dh.wn and valuable
"p&oIeS'lre~~~~t'!!4y,~ to ,.'
i supply IDµ¢i'peededfi.ie't~
ldl£&Q,rgiflgtoth~Very Reve~H
'Muron Aznikian~Dean of the '

t Holy Trinity ChurchArrnenian
I Apostolic Churdl inFresno. It
; ,isalsplreported(that families
i tear up floorbotu;cjs and have
stripped city parKs'in ...searelfof--c",
firewood. InYerevan, police
track hungry stray dogs and one
was,J*;se~ed attacking a man
crossing the street - all has
reverted to satisfying primal
needs.

On 23 January 1993, the latest
disaster, a single remaining fuel
pipeline which had been
supplying Armenia's only
source of natural gas was
destroyed by an explosion in the
Azari-populated region of
Marneulia in Georgia. The
interruption of fuel due to the
destroyed pipeline has plunged
the capital of Yerevan, home to
1.7 million people, into dark-
ness. The metro and electric
trolley bol!rsesare stopped and
telephones and radios are silent.
The lack of power has forced
schools, factories and publiC
transportation to close.

Virtually every facet of daily
life in Armenia has come to' a
halt.
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The 17-year-old Medzamor
nuclear power plant was closed
after the 1988 earthquake, partly
because of earthquake damage,
partly because of exhorbitant
operation costs, and partly
because it was ill kept during
the Communist regime. The
plant may have to be opened in

, order to provide energy,
fi-acco~ing to th~A~irl~nian'ii'( -.
I clergYman. The plant still
t'~~sI,~.P..n.:outside poi"V~rfor
Iltssa~SY~tocontmue

I
coolin~ nuclear,~a, ,srewhich is
stor~Jln the plant, "They may

I b~forced to re:open"thepl~t"
k,Eeverend Azmkian stated, 'and.
II there.is spreading fe.ar tha,' tthis
coulddevelop'a dangerous "

,;;Y¥iO,a.cti,·veleak affectirig not" ",'
I only4\rmenia,bufits surround-
I ing coUrt\I'ies." The Medzamor ':;
j nU,~!~af~er plant can be
! compared p;lthe fragile '.','Chernobyl~cl~ial13n.~,,";::,<

Armenia 15'a lanaf&:ked " .
nation dePendent on transit
corridorS through the,neighbor-
ing Republics tif;~tgia, ,J

AzerbaijanrIr~ a11.dTurke¥!o"'>
fill its mo~t 6asjc e~fgy;,J/
requirementS~_};t', '"",~'~

~~&cl<ed country has
,.~eef\'caught between err.pires,
on the dividing line between
Christian and Muslim worlds"
hemmed in by ancient enemieS'
on one side and unruly neigh;'
bars on the other. Many wiil;;
recall the 1915-1920 genocide of
the Armenian people by the'
Ottoman Turks. "The Arme-
nians have never been an
aggressive people,'" Reverend
Aznikian states. "They adopted

, Christianity in the fourth
century A.D. and have since
been lone Christians sur-
rounded by Muslims and Turks.
They are an island of Indo-
European peOple who have
adopted a westernized tradition."

Packs of stray
dogs roam the
streets and
attack humans...

The very survival of these
desperate people depends on
the charity of Westerners. Food,
clothing, and medical supplies
are of utmost urgency. But
Reverend Aznikian also hopes
that the western world will look
to Armenia as a country for
potential development. The
Armenian church leader is
hopeful that exchanges with the
West are forthcoming. "If the
West can find a way to cooper-
ate in humanitarian aSSistance,
they will find an industrious,
intelligent, cooperative people
who would welcome their

~ J.F>""';-.w-"" --{'., '~ai(€Ople of
1'w~l~me the

r ~pl5!abti5h'\lfttr~irmany'/
~i!Jurlitre.so~rces - zinc, gold, i/ .
!.,~~d other minera!s'att~ Triteri},- ;,:
,'tional exchanges III agncultu~~ "
~d other ameni ties of the ;-!
: Western world.'" l:'/
i:~·~Accoft1ing-1b.Califomia"State
:;ZUniversify profeSsO"r~i" ,

(Armenian Studies DicktJID
. 'Kg4"m ',an "T~e;relfef~ra~:;."':,
;,,:tl0nwi\ ettak~i{ by, the U.5."'''''<;.
•Governth~twould have been "
very siri1pl~lfthe State Depart-'

, ment jl:fidthEtAdminisg-.a,tion,
.....·1 . ~._ ... . , """'• .,~;;:( .:

had put some pressure on the
government of Turkey to allow
American and European relief
convoYI>cJC},HQterArmenia over
the best 'oVeHand route.

?,ynfortunately, Turkey has
'taken the side of Azerbaijan in
thestruggJe over Kari1bagh and
thus far has done everything
possible to obstruct the relief
supplies from arriving in

·,ArTenia. We hope Turkey will
change its position, Lives
shouldtake precedence over
politics."

DATE Mar 3, 1993
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of

OPERATION WINTER PESCUE ATTEf.,lPTS TO SAVE ARMENIA FROM FREEZING TO~-,="T~
.. ~L':~2d~~y:-\[1;:,':r~t>nlc1n:" out In

,;;~ territory of Azerb<.lijC111.The
government of Azerbaijdn is
angry because the Armenians of
Karabagh want to.join Armenia
and leave Azerbaijan.

,.h.:ccrdlng to the ,-\r:"'t'nk!!l.
dergyman. The picH'It still
depends on outside power for
its safety systems to continue
cooling nuclear waste which is
stored in the plant. "They may
be forced to re-open the plant"'
Reverend Aznikian stated, '"and assistance. The people of
there is spreading fear that this Armenia would welcome the
could develop a dangerous exploration of their many
radioactive leak affecting not natural resources - zinc, gold,
only Am1enia, but its surround- and other minerals and interna-
ing countries.'" The Medzamor "tional exchanges in agriculture
nuclear~power plant can be and other amenities of the
compared to the fragile Western world."'
Chemobyl Nuclear-Plaut- _ - According t",California State

Armenia is a landlocked University professor of
nation deDendent on transi' Armenian Studies Dickran
corridors 'through the neighbor- Kouymjian, "The relief opera-
ing Republics of Georgia, tion undertaken by the U.s.
Azerbaijanr Iran and Turkey to Government would have been
fill its most basic energy~. .• very simple if the State Depart-
requirements .... ,,, ment and the Administration.

ThisJ;anqIo-cked country has 0 CANHELP
been caught between err.pires, HOW Y U ..a.
on the dividing line between
Christian and Muslim worlds,
hemmed in by ancient enemies
on one side and unruly neigh-
bors on the other. Many will
recall the 1915-1920genocide of
the Armenian people by the
Ottoman Turks. "The Arme-
nians have never been an
aggressive people," Reverend
Aznikian states. "They adopted
Christianity in the fourth
century A.D. and have since
been lone Christians sur-
rounded by Muslims and Turks.
They are an island of. Indo-
European people who have
adopted a westernized tradition."

A local organization, the
Armenian Community Council-
Opera tion Rescue has joined a
"call to action" by the Embassy
of the Republic of Armenia and
the Fund for Democracy and
Development for the success of
"Operation Winter Rescue."
SpeCial financing from the u.s.
government has made it
possible for the emergenCy
campaign to pe"organized. The
Armenian government is very
grateful, stated Charge
d' Affaires of the Annenian'
Embassy anl'i-Annenia"s '" #..
Permanenr"Representative to.~ .
the United Nations Alexander
Arzoumanian, ""TheUnited
States has distinguished itself as
the leader in the West in
recognizing 'the crisis in
Armenia and taking extraordi-
nary action to help bring food,
medicine, and other items to our
people."'

The first of three ships belng
provided by the United States
Government carrying up to
seven hundred 35,000 pound
containers has arrived in
Georgia. Two additional
shipments are scheduled - one
for 7 March and one for 7 April
1993.The U.N. has sent a study
group and France has, for the
past year sent study groups and
material aid to the devastated
country. But it is not enough.

Food and medical supplies
are scarce; hospitals and public
health facilities are operating at
50 percent or less of capacity in
deplorably unsanitary condi-
tions. They lack blankets,
bandages, oxygen, antibiotics
and most primary necessities.
Newborn babies are dying
because undernourished
mothers are unable to supply
the necessary milk. Cancer,
tuberculosis, and other diseases
associated with malnutrition
have increased substantially.

A fragile new republic
roughly the size of Maryland,
formed after the fall of the
Soviet Union, Armenia has been
devastated by a five-year food
and fuel blockade imposed on it
by the neighboring Republic of
Azerbaijan. The blockade was
imposed by the Azaris as
punishment to the Armenians in
the autonomous region of the
Mountainous Karabagh,
inhabited by Armenians, but in

had pu t some pressure on the
government of Turkey to allow
American and European relief
convoys to enter Armenia over
the best overland route.

. Unfortunately, Turkey has
taken the side of Azerbaijan in
the struggle over Kar~bagh and
thus far has done everything
possible to obstruct the relief
supplies from arriving in
Armenia. We hope Turkey will
d1ange its position. Lives
should.t~ke precedence over
politics."

The Medzamor"~..:. ..
nuclear plant is a
Chernobyl
waiting toa'" ''',
happen ...

In 1988, a major earthquake
killed at least 50.000..andlefl
160,000victims without shelter.
With below. freezing tempera-
tures - one of the bitterest
winters m its history, forests are
being cut down and valuable
books <lrebeingsacrifked to
supply much needed fuel~
according to the Very Reverend
Muron Aznikian, Dean of the
Holy Trinity Church Armenian
ApostoliC Church in Fresno. It
is a Iso reported that families
tear up floorboards and have
stripped city parks in search of
firewood. In Yerevan, police
track hungry stray dogs and one
was observed attacking a man
crossing the street· all has
reverted to sa tisfying primal
needs.

On 23 Januaty 1993,the latest
disaster, a single remaining fuel
pipeline which had been
supplying Armenia's only
source of natural gas was
destroyed by an explosion in the
Azari-populated region of
Mameulia in Georgia. The
in terruption of fuel due to the
destroyed pipeline has plunged
the capital of Yerevan, home to
1.7 million people, into dark-
ness. The metro and electric
trolley :-es are. stopped and
telephones and radios are silent.
The lack of power has forced
schools, factories and public
transportation to close.

Virtually every facet of daily
life in ."vmenia has come to a
halt.

The 17-year-old Medzamor
nuclear power plant was closed
afler the 1988earthq uake, partly
because of earthquake damage,
partly because of exhorbitant
opera tion costs, and pa rtly
because it was ill kept during
the Communist regime. The
plant may have to be opened in
order to provide energy,

CoUection Sites. are as
follows:
Fresno:
Pilgrim Armenian Congregation
Church
3673 N. First St.
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (excl 12-1)
229-2915
Holy Trinity Armenian Church
2226 Ventura, at "M' St.
\0:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
4S6-114I
First Armenian Presb. Church
430 S. First St., at Huntington
9:00 a.m. to 12:00noon
237-6638
St. Paul Armenian Church
3767 N. First St., at Dakota
10:00a.m. to 12:00noon
226-6343
Armenian Community School
1940N. Fresno St. at Weldon
1:00p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
233-1800
A.G.B.U. Center
1740Fulton St.
12:00noon to 3:00 p.m.
233-5626
Fowler:
St. Gregory Annenian Church
229 S. Third St.
9:00 a.m. to 12:00noon
834-2919
Reedley:
Sts. Sahag-Mesrob Armenia..1
Church 1249"r' St. at 13th
\0:00 a.m. to 1:00p.m.
638-2740
yettem:
St. Mary Armenian Church
14395Avenue 384
10:00a.m. to 12:00noon
528-6892

To launch "Operation Winter
Rescue" Fresno Ci ty Council-
man Tom Bohigian will hold a
news con ference with represen-
tatives of the Armenian
Community Council and
Temple Beth Israel on the
second floor lobby of City Hall
at 11:00a.m. Thursday, 4 March
1993.

[tems urgently needed are
• Warm winter clothing for

men, women and children, both
new and like new. Suggested
clothing include: overcoats, hats
and woolen caps, gIO\'es,
scarves, long underwear, and
socks.

• Blankets and sleeping bags.
• Medical and hospital

supplies (expiration dates of at
least six months).

• Food (non-perishable) of
almost any kind, in any size
packaging. Suggested food
items include: bulgur, sugar,
pasta, beans, instant soup,
powdered milk, powdered eggs,
canned meats, canned nuts,
hard candy, nuts, dried fruits
and raisins.

• Monetary donotlons will
be accepted for purchase of
large quantities of food, clothing
and medical supplies. Checks
can be made payable to your
CHURCH and earmarked -
""Operation Rescue'", or mailed
to the Armenian Community
Council - Operation Rescue
P.O. Box 11844
Fresno, Ca. 93775

Packs of stray
dogs roam the
streets and
attack humans ...

The very survival of these
desperate people depends on
the charity of Westerners. Food,
clothing, and medical supplies
are of utmost urgency. But
Reverend Aznikian also hopes
that the western world will look
to Armenia as a country for
potential development. The
Armenian d1urch leader is
hopeful that exchanges with the
West are forthcoming. "If the
West can find a way to cooper-
ate in humanitarian assistance,
they will find an industrious,
intelligent, cooperative people
who would welcome their
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SEN. BARBARA BOXER, MEETS
WITH ARMENIAN COMMUNITY
COUNCIL· OF THE SAN JOAQUIN
VALLEY

Senator Barbara B)lxer (D-California)
was a guest of the executive board of the
Armenian Community Council of the San
Joaquin Valley at a meeting help on Tues-
day, February 9, 1993 in Fresno. Senator
Boxer was invited to meet with the com-
munity leaders to discuss the issue of the
current crisis in Armenia and ways to re-
solve the situation. Armenian Community
Council Chairman.. BarlQw Der
M;ugrdechian said, "the meeting was
called to discuss how to lift the fQur-year
blockade of Armenia. Senator Boxer has
to consult with fellow senators (0 im-
mediately explore the possibilities of lift-
ing the blockade. Senator Boxer's initia-

tive is urgent and timely."

Senator Boxer traveled to Armenia in
the summer of 1991and was impressed by
the efforts of the Armenians to initiate a
democratic government in the former So-
viet Republic. The recently elected Sena-
tor has worked closelywith the Armenian
community during the last two years fa-
miliarizing herself with issues vital to the
Armenian community.

The current status of "Operation Win-
ter Rescue" was also discussed during the
meeting. Senator Boxer will look into ar-
ranging for additional U.S. government
aid to Armenia during the wintet.

Executive Board Members of the Armenian Community
Council of the San Joaquin Valley with Senator
Barbara Boxer of California. From left to Rigl1t:
Bob Oer Mugrdechian,Rev. Karl Avakian,
Senator Barbara Boxer, Council Chairman Barlow
Oer Mugrciechian, Richard Oarmanian, and Very
Rev. Fr. Muron Aznikian.
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Senator Boxer meets with"-San
Joaquin valley Armenians

Sell. Barbara Boxer flanked by Executive Board members of the
Armenian Community Council of San Joaquin l1111ey

FRESNO, CA-Senator Barbara
Boxer (D-CA)was a guest of the
executive board of the"Armenian
Community Council of the San Joa-
quin Valley, on Tuesday, February
9, in Fresno. Senator Boxer met
with the community leaders to
discuss the current crisis in
Armenia and ways to resolve the
situation.

Armenian Community Council
chairman Barlow Der Mugrdech-
ian said that the meeting was 'call-
ed "to discuss how to lift the four-
year blockade of Armenia. Senator
Boxer has agreed to consult with
fellow senators to immediately ex-
plore the possibilities of lifting the
blockade. Senator Boxer's initiative
is urgent and timely."

Senator Boxer traveled to
Armenia in the summer of 1991
and was impressed by the efforts
of the Armenians to initiate a
democratic government in the
former Soviet Republic. The
recently elected Senator has work-
~d closely with the Armenian com-
munity during the last two years,
familiarizing herself with issues
vital to the Armenian community.

The current status of "Operation
Winter Rescue" was also discussed
during the meeting. Senator Box-
er will look into arranging ~ddi-
tional US government aid to
Armenia this winter.

-Hye Sharzhoom news release j



SUBJECT CSU Fresno Armenian Studies Program PAGE 1 of 1

CSUFresno Arme-nian Studies 'Program,'
achieves record enrollment

FRESNO, CA~On 11 university
•campus the size of CSU Fresno,
sometimes smaller programs can
easily be overlooked by the majori-
ty of the student population. Hg,w-
ever, the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram is trying to change this.

Since 1979, students at CSUF
have been able to take a variety of
courses that deal with Armenian
history and culture, according to
Dickran Kouymjian, Haig and
Isabel Berberian Professor of
Armenian Studies and coordinator
of the Armenian Studies Program.

According to Kouymjian, this
semester the program has ex-
perienced its highest enrollment
ever. Some 125 students are taking
courses and nearly half of the
students are non-Armenian. More
than 25 students are enrolled in
beginning and intermediate Arme-
nian courses, 50 students are
enrolled in Armenian studies, near--
ly 20 students are enrolled in
Armenian literature, and another
30 students taking Armenian ar-
chitecture, Armenian history, and
a course on William Saroyan.

There are several Armenian Stu-
dies programs set up in universities
in the Unites States. They include
Harvard, Columbia, the University
of Michigan at Ann Arbor, and
UCLA. Some of these have been

. suffering from enrollment and
staffing problems. According to
Kouymjian, the Armenian Studies
Program at CSUF probably is the
most consistent in the variety and
regularity of its course offerings.
The other programs do, however,
offer graduate courses in Armenian
Studies. CSUF's Armenian Studies
has been strictly undergraduate.

Barlow Der Murgdechian, lec-
turer in Armenian Studies, assists

in teaching a variety ~f classes in-
cluding classes in Armenian stu-
dies, modern and ancient Arme-
nian history, William Saroyan,
Armenian literature, Armenian ar-
chitecture, and Armenian lan-
guage.

Richard Ishimaru, a graduate stu-
dent going for his second B.A. in
history, is a student in Kouymjian's
modern Armenian history class.
He said about the class, ':1 came
here not knowing what to expect
and I'm very interested now:' He
also noted, "I knew there was a
large Armenian population and it
influenced my taking the class. He
(Kouymjian) puts a lot of heart and
soul into it:'

Anna Carrillo, a senior History
major, is another student in
Kouymjian's modern Armenian
history class. She said she took the
class "because I didn't know any-
thing about the Armenian people.
I really enjoy the class because he
(Kouymjian) gives a lot of informa-
tion. He's really devoted to the sub-
ject. He makes me want to know
more:'

Carrillo also thought she looked
at Armenian history in a different
way because she is not Armenian.
"Because I'm not an Armenian, I
have a different outlook, but I can
still relate. I can really sympathize
with what the Armenians are go-
ing through:'

For students interested in taking
Armenian Studies classes, $20,000
in scholarships are available.
Kouymjian said a lot of students
could get some kind of.money by
taking a class through the program
and added, "I'wish more students

knew about the moneY:'
Kouymjian said the program is

currently pursuing some of its
future goals, such as integrating
more of the classes into the general
education program. If this is done,
it will make it easier for students
to pursue a minor in Armenian
StuilieS while fulfilling Generar
Education requirements, The pro-
gram also wants to maintain two,
full-time tenure-track faculty mem"
bers and hire a secretary which the
university has not had funds for.
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CSU F· Armenian· Studies
Achieves Record Enrollment

BY KIMBERLY N. SMITH (Hye Sharzhoom)

On a uniyersity campus the size of
California State University Fresno,
sometimes smaller programs can easily be
overlooked by the majority of the student
population. However, the Armenian
Studies Program is trying to change this.

Since 1979, students at CSUF have been
able to take a variety of courses that deal
with Armenian history and culture, accor-
ding to Dickran Kouymjian, Haig and
Isabel Berberian Professor of Armenian
Studies and coordinator of the Armenian
Studies Program.

According to Kouymjian, this semester
the program has experienced its highest
enrollment eVer. Some 125 students are
taking courses and nearly 20 students are
enrolled in Annenian literature, and
another 30 students taking Armenian Ar-
chitecture, Armenian history, and a course
on William Saroyan.

There are several Armenian Studies pro-
grams set up in universities in the-United
States. They include Harvard, Columbia,
the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor,
and University of California Los Angeles.
Some of these have been suffering from
enrollment and staffing problems.

According to Kouymjian, the Armenian
Studies Program at CSUF probably is the
most consistent in the variety and regulari-
ty of its course offerings. The other pro-
grams do, ho~ever, offer graduate courses
in Armenian studies. CSUF's Armenian
Studies has been'strictly undergraduate.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian, lecturer in
Armenian Studies, assists in teaching a
variety of classes, including classes in
Armenian studies, modern and ancient
Armenian history, William Saroyan,
Armenian literature, Armenian architec-
ture, ansi Armenian language.

Richard Ishimaru, a graduate student
going for his second Bachelors of Arts
degree in history is a student in Kouym-
jian's modern Armenian history class. He
said about the class, "I came in here not
knowing what to expect and I'm very in-
terested now." He also added, "I knew
there was a large Armenian population
and it influenced my taking the class. He
[Kouymjian] puts a lot of his heart and
soul into it."

Anna Carrillo, a senior History major,
is another student in Kouymjian's modern
Armenian history class. She said she took
the class "Because I didn't know anything
about the Armenian people. I really en-
joy the class because he [Kouymjian] gives
a lot of information. He's really devoted
to the subject. He makes me want to know
more."

Carrillo also thought she looked at
Armenian history in a different way
because she is not Armenian. "Because
I'm not ah Armenian, I have a different
outlook but I can still relate. I can really
sympathize with what the Annenians are
going through."

For students interested in taking Arme-
nian Studies classes, $20,000 in scholar-
ships are available. Kouymjian said a lot
of students could get some kind of money
by taking a class through the program and
added, "I wish more students knew about
the money."

Kouymjian said the program is current-
ly pursuing some of its future goals such
as integrating more of the classes into the
general education program. !fthis is done,
it will make it easier for students to pur-
sue a minor in Armenian Studies while
fulfilling General Education requirements.
The program also wants to maintain two
full time tenure-track faculty members and
hire a secretary, which the university has
not had funds for. •
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CSU Fresno Arm. Studies·
Program Achieves
Record Enrollment
By Kimberly N. Smith

Hye Sharzhoom
Staff Writer

FRESNO, CA - On a
university campus the sile of
CSU Fresno, sometimes smaller
programs can easily be over-
looked by the majority of the
student population. However
the Armenian Studies Program
is trying to change this.

Since 1979, students at
CSUF have been able to take a
variety of courses that deal with
Armenian history and culture,
according to Dickran Kouymj-
ian, Haig and Isabel Berberian
Professor of Armenian Studies
and coordinator of the Armeni-
an Studies Program.

According to Kouymjian,
this semester the program has
experienced its highest enroll-
ment ever. Some 125 students

,are taking courses and nearly
half of the students are non-
Armenian. More than 25 stu-
dents are enrol1ed in beginning
and intermediate Armenian
;courses; 50 students are en-
rolled in Armenian Studies;
nearly 20 students are enrolled
in Armenian literature; and
another 30 students taking
Armenian architecture, Armeni-
an history, and a course on
William Saroyan.

There are several Armenian
Studies programs set up in
universities in the United
States. They include Harvard,
Columbia, the University of
Michigan at Ann Arbor. and
UCLA. Some of these have
been suffering from enrol1ment
and staffing problems, Accord-
ing to Kouymjian, the Armeni-
an Studies Program at CSUF
probably is the most consistent
in the variety and regularity of
its course offerings, The other
programs do, however, offer
graduate courses in Armenian .
Studies. CSUF's Armenian
Studies has been strictly under-
graduate.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian,
lecturer in Armenian Studies,
assists in teaching a variety of
classes in Armenian studies,
modern and ancient Armenian
history, William Saroyan, Ar-
menian literature, Armenian
architecture, and Armenian
language.

Richard Ishimaru, a gradu-
ate student going for his second
B.A. in history, is a student in
Kouymjian's modern Armenian
history class. He said about the
class, "I came in here not know-
ing what to expect and I'm very
interested now," He also added,
"I knew there was a large Ar-
menian population and it influ-
enced my taking the class. He

-(KouymJlanr puts a lot of nis
heart and soul into it." .

Anna Carrillo, a senior
History major, is another stu-
dent in Kouymjian's modern
Armenian history class. She
said she took the class "because
I didn't know anything about

CSU Fresno Arm.
Studies Program

Continued from page 12

the Armenian people. I really
enjoy the class because he (Ko-
uymjian) gives a lot of informa-
tion. He's really devoted to the
.subject. He makes me want to
know more."

Carrillo also thought she
looked at Armenian history in
a different way because she is
not Armenian. "Because I'm
not an Armenian, I have a
different outlook but I can still
relate. I can really sympathize
with what the Armenians are
going through."

For students interested in
taking Armenian Studies class-
es, $20,000 in scholarships are
available. Kouymjian said a lot
of students could get some kind
of money by taking a class
through the program and add-
ed, "I wish more students knew
about the money."

Kouymjian said the pro-
gram is currently pursuing some

. of its future goals such as inte-
grating more of the classes into
the general program. If this is
done, it will make it easier for
students to pursue a minor in
Armenian Studies while fulfill-
ing General Education require-
ments. The program also wants
to maintain two full-time ten-
ure-track faculty members and
hire a secretary, which the uni-
versity has not had funds for.

Hye Sharzhoom
News Service

..
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CSUFresno Armenian Studies
Program:Achieves Record Enrollment

FRESNO - On a university
campus the size of CSU Fresno,
sometimes smaller programs can
easily be overlooked by the ma-
jority of the studen t popula tion.
However, the Armenian Studies
Program'is trying to change this.

Since 1979, students at CSUF
have been able to take a varie ty
of courses that deal with Armen-
ian history and culture, accord-
ing to Dickran Kouymjian, Haig
and Isabel Berberian Professor of
Armenian Stu dies and coordina-
tor of the A.rmenian Studies Pro-
gram.

According to Kouymjian, this
semestertne rogram has expe-
nenced its hi es enror:rment
ever. Some 125 stu den ts are
taking courses and nearly hilt of
tfie students are non-Armenian.
More than 25 stu den ts are en-
rolled in beginning and interme-
diate Armenian courses, 50 stu-
den ts are enrolled in Armenian
Studies, nearly 20 students are
enrolled in Armenian literature,
and another 30 students taking
Armenian Architecture, Armen-
ian his tory, an d a course on Wil-
liam Saroyan:

There are several Armenian
Studies programs set up in uni-
versities in the United States.
They include Harvard, Columbia,

tile Universi ty of Michigan at
i\nn Arbor, and UCLA. Some
of these have been suffering
hom enrollmen t and staffing
probiems. According [0 Kouym-
jiJ n, the Armenian Stu dies Pro-
gram at CSUF proba~ty is the
most consistent in the variety
and regularity of its course offer-
ings. The oth.cr programs do,
however, oller graduate courses
in Armenian Studies. CSUF's Ar'
menian Studies has been strictly
undergraduate.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian,lec.
turer in Armenian Studies, as-
sis IS in teaching a variety of
classes including classes in Ar-
menian studies, modern and an-
cient Armenian history, William
Saroyan, Armenian literature,
.'\nllcni:.w architecture, and Ar·

menian language.
Richard I shimaru,. a· graduate

student going forhiss'ecOnd BA-
in history is a student in Kouym-
jian's modern Armenian history
class. He said about the class, "1
came in herenoiknoWing what
to expect and I'm very in teres-
knew there was a large Armenian
population and it influenced my
population and it influenced my
taking the class. He (Kouymjian)
puts a lot of his heart and soul in-
toit."

Anna Carrillo, a senior His-
tory major, is another student in
Kouymjian's modem Armenian
history class. She said she took
the class "Because r didn't
know anything about the Armen-
ian people. 1 really enjoy the
class because He (Kouymjian)
gives a lot of-lrV0rmation. He's
really devoted to the subject.
He makes me want to know
more."

Carrillo also thought she
looked at Armenian history in a
differen t way because she is not
Armenian. "Because I'm not an
armenian, 1 have a different out-
look but 1 can still relate. I can
really sympathize with what the
Armenians are going through:'

For students interested in
taking Armenian Studies classes,
$20,000 in scholarships are avail-
able. Kouymjian said a lot of
students could get some kind of
money by takin~ a class through

the program and added, "I wish
more students knew about the
money:'

Kouymjian said the program
is currently pursuing some of its
I'll ture go:I!s such as in tcgrating
more of the classes in to the gene-
ral education program. If this is
done, it will make it easier for
stu den ts to pursue a min or in Ar-
menian Studies while fulfilling
General Education requirementS.
The program also wants to main-
tain two full time tenure-track
faculty members and hire a secre-
tary, which the universi ty has
not hJd funds for.

DATE 31 March 1993

PAGE 1 of 1
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Michelle Ekizian's 'David of
Sassoun' Receives Premiere

Due to the overwhelming suc-
cess of the recent world premiere
of the concert version of Michelle
Ekizian's chamber opera David of
Sassoun by/ the San Francisco
Contemporary Music Players,
the work has just been
nominated for this year's Pulitzer
Prize in Music. The award, given
annually by Columbia Universi-
ty for a distinguished composi-
tion premiered during the year of
the prize, will be determined in
late April. Commissioned by the
National Endowment for the
Arts, David of Sassoun received its
concert premiere on February 8,
J993 at San Francisco's War
Memorial Veterans Building.

An intricately crafted musical
portrayal of a section from the
ancient Armenian epic of the
same name, Ekizian's David of
Sassoun is a parable for our time's
post-communist struggle for na-
tional identities. The work is
bound with a high-impact drama
that is exhilarating from begin-
ning to end. Throughout the
work, Ms. Ekizian weaves in her
own adaptation of an old Arme-

. Ilian folk song, "Oh Wind," to
, suggest that the desire for

freedom and independence is as .
natural to the Armenian people
as is the wind to the Armenian
highlands.

The premiere was met en-
thusiastically by a full capacity
audience iIJ.cluding a portion of
San Francisco's Armenian com-

munity with a sizeable represen-
tation from the Knights of Var-
tan. Also attending was one of
Armenia's foremost composers,
Tigran Mansurian, director of the
Gomidas .Conservatory at Yere-
van. On hand for the pre-concert
discussion and providing in-
sightful commentary on Arme-
nia's national epic, was Prof.
Dickran Kouymjian, chairman of
Armeman StudIes at California
State University at Fresno.

The concert's first half con-
sisted of instrumental chamber
works by Aaron Copland and Art
Jarvinen conducted by the San
Francisco Contemporary Music
Players' music director Stephen
L. Mosko. For the second half of
the program, four vocal soloists
joined Maestro Mosko and the
virtuoso instrumentalists of the
SFCMP for a dazzling rendition,.
of David of Sassoun. Performing
the female vocal parts with verve
and finesse were two long time
collaborators of Ms. Ekizian's:
the mezzo-soprano Mara Parta.
.mian as the wise old widow and
soprano Barbara Ann Sulahian
Martin as Kourkig Jalaly (a flying
horse). The roles of David and
King Msrah Melik, performed
with equal intensity, were por-
trayed respectiv.ely by two artists
from the San Francisco Opera:
tenor Richard Walker and
baritone Hector Vasquez. The
concert was taped for broadcast
by Public Radio.
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FIRST SECRETARY ARRIVES -- Armenian Embassy First
Secretary Garnik Nanagoulian, left, is welcomed to Fresno
by Barlow Der Mugrdechian, chairman of the Armenian Com-
munity Council; Dr. Art Margosian, Victory editor; and Karl
Dishian, State President of the Armenian-American Citizens'
League. Photo by Charlotte Dishian.

- --------

First Secretary of Hye
ElllbC\ssyVisits Fresno
by Dr. Art Margosian
Editor

FRESNO-Aspecial visitor
to Fresno, hosted by the
Armenian Community
Council, gave two talks,
answered a number of sen-
sitive questions and left this
writer with a concern for and
admiration of the yearling
Republic of Armenia Em-
bassy in Washington.

A handsome, articulate
Garnik A.Nanagoulian, First
Secretary of the Embassy,
described the then "current
situation" in Armenia,
Operation Winter Rescue
and Fresno's ties to Armenia
(and the Embassy). He was
introduced at evening and
breakfast sessions (March
26th and 27th) at St. Paul
Armenian Church by Barlow
Der Mugrdechian, council
president.

-A' former career -In discussing the situation
diplomat for the Soviet in Armenia, he noted the dif-
Union, Nanagoulian was ficulty in describing a nation
the first official visitor of that presented "a bright pic-
the Armenian Embassy to ture only a few years ago"--

,~Fre~no, and he thanked a republic with a great
those in the Valley who future. And today it is a
have made donations and country in misery with the
have given of themselves breakdown of its economy
to help the Republic and I (the shutdown of its in-

I expres~~d~'great pleasure i~ ~!: dustries, schools and other
being here." Nanagoulian is . institutions), and with

,.tnarrled, has one daughter ' drastic shortages of medical
and is one of two full-time t supplies, energy and food.
members of the Embassy I Nanagoulian said the most
Diplomatic Staff. He pro- I important cause of the pro-
mised that the recently nam- . blems is the conflict in
ed Ambassador to the United Karabagh and the vicious
States, Rouben Shugarian violence and oppression by
will visit the central valley Azerbaijan in a war he label-
soon (the Ambassador,
Nanagoulian and two other
non-diplomats comprised
the entire Embassy staff at
the time of Nanagoulian's
visit).
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Embassy
ed a "full-scale war with
sophisticated weapons," and
as a result, a total stoppage

; of truck and other transpor-
tation between the two
republics.

He said the economic
blockade by the Azeris and
its associated problems, and
the lack of a strong, unified
government in neighbor-
ing Georgia were con-
tributing to the miseries in
Armenia. The Georgian
leaders had little control of
events several miles outside-
of Tiflisi. He commented on
the explosions of bridges --.
one the day he spoke in
Fresno -- and the resultant
further cutoff of needed fuel
and other supplies to
Armenia. He said the US
government, Armenian of-
ficialsand the Georgianswere
already at work building an
alternative to the bridge --
vital in moving even the
goods offeredby Californians
who gave to Operation
Winter Rescue.

Nanagoulian promised
that the goods woµld get to
the people of Armenia. He
said, "the bridges, from now
on, will be guarded by
Georgian and Armenian
troops." There will be alter-
native routes developed to
get the goods to our people.
Nanagoulian stressed the
commitment of the US
government to get Operation
Winter Rescue shipments
delivered to Armenia. (He
noted that the Fund for
Democracy and Develop-
ment's aim is to get

humanitarian shipments to
former USSR republics).
Nanagoulian said that people
in Europe, including Great
Britain, France, Italy, Spain
and Germany, have joined
US citizens in participating
in the rescue effort.
NanagouUan said he is

already working with US
officials in the planning of
Operation Winter Rescue
II. It could start as early
as this summer.

He focused on the success
of Operation Rescue "1".
praising groups such as the
Armenian Community
Council,for their leadership.
"Your assistance has saved
lives.'.Operation Rescue. in
addition to helpingour people,
demonstrated to the US
government that the
Armenian community in
the United States is
strong and well-organized,
NanagouUan said, "Opera-
tion Rescue also showed
Armenia that it has sup-
port from Armenians in
the diaspora."

Commenting on the Em-
bassy in Washington.
Nanagoulian discussed
misconceptions of its role.
"We sometimes get calls
asking what the Embassy is
doing to help demonstra-
tions in Washington?" he
said. "We must act within
the framework of Interna-
tional Law. and obey laws
here in the United States"
meaning that the Embassy
cannot participate in
demonstrations.

He said the Embassy is
one of the most important for
the Republic, because "it
provides a major contact
with the only major super



~llB ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY. FRESNO

_ ARCHIVE - I"RI:.NO. CALII"ORNIA .,740

. SOURCE California victory; Fresno, CA DATE April 1993

SUBJECT Sec. of Hye Embassy Visits Fresno PAGE 3 of 3

•
power in the world and that
it is important for a young
democracy in the world to be
in Washington. the site of
the oldest democracy of the
world."
, Nanagoulian said one of
'the Embassy's major ac-
complishments in its first
year was to become the first
former Soviet republic to·
sign a "Most Favored Nation
Trade Treaty" with the
United States.
The First Secretary also

said:
• We have stressed to the

US government that we
want h1Jmanitarianassist-
ance fromthe US,only un-
til the political environ-
ment inArmeniaimproves.
• We (Armenia) started

economic reforms in 1991.
but we became the only
Republic to move to
Privatization successfully.
without the loss of lives.

• Armenia does not have
the funds to hire a "high-
powered" public relations
firm to get its message to
major media (and other
target audiences) in the US.
(Azerbaijan recently hired a
PR finn. at $30.000 a month.
to favorably promote it in the
media and with other in-
stitutions and governmental
bodies.)

• We learned that there are
more Armenian organiza-
tions in the US than there
are official governmental
bodies.

• Weare trying to work

with and ther.eby'-tap the
potential of all organizations.
• The Embassy -enjoys

friendly relations with
the Armenian National
Committee and the Arme-
nian Assembly -- "both
are willing to help us at
any time."

• Second on our
Washington agenda is rela-
tions with Congress. Con-
gressman Lehman is "one of
our good friends." The US
government spent $160
million in 1992 to help
Armenia.

• There is not a movement
from privatization of farms
back to collectives in
Armenia.
•Wewill have to use the

MedzamorNuclear Power
~lant if we do not find
alternative energy
sources by July or
August.

• Questions regarding in-
formation about relatives in
Armenia and their coming to
the US need to be addressed
to the US Immigration and
Naturalization Service --not
to the Armenian Embassy.
• Weuse our diplomatic

presence in Washington
to contact other nations,
where we cannot afford to
establish an Embassy.

• We will be moving (our
Embassy) into larger. more
suitable quarters. where we
will be able to have better ac-
cess to the "decision-
makers."
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Saroyan Radlo' Drama
Series To Air

The Fresno Free College FoUndation and the William Saroyan Festival Committee
are co-sponsoring the production of William Saroyan, An American Trilogy, three plays
by Saroyan, for broadcast on KFCF -FM (88.1 MHz) during the William Saroyan Festival
in May The plays, adapted for radio will be produced by the San Benito Street Radio
Play~rs, a local radio actors troupe.

The trilogy includes plays written by Saroyan late in his life, and includes Annenians,
Bitlis, and Haratch. The works were compiled and edited by Dr. Dickran Kouymllim, a
professor in the Annenian Studies Pro ram at California StateDniversi Fresno. Th7
s ones ave een published' by The Press at CSUF. The three plays deal with the issues
of Annenians in exile from their native homeland.

The William Saroyan Festival is an annual series of events held in May to highlight
the literary works of the Fresno-born Pulitzer Prize winning author and playwright

The.plays will be broadcast on KFCF on Saturday evenings, starting with Annenians
on May 15th, Bitlis on May 22 and concluding with Haratch on May 29,1993.

The plays were originally written for stage production, but have been adapted for
radio by the San Benito Street Radio Players. The r:adio players consist oflocal actors and
musicians, who in conjunction with the festival, volunteer their efforts annually to produce
the many plays written by Saroyan. The Fresno Free College Foundation was the original
sponsoring organization of the William Saroyan Festival when it began in 1985, and owns
and operates KFCF.

..
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Saroyan Festival Takes Center Stage in May
FRESNO-The colorful life

and poignant times of one of
Fresno's most faIlloUSnative
sons will come alive during
the Ninth Annual William
Saroyan Festival: in Fresno
dUring the month of May.

Writer WilliaIll Saroyan
was an American original.
For over half a century he
wrote in a uniquely in-
dividua! style that resulted
in an extensive catalog of
published material.

Through his writing.
Saroyan created a fictional
identity for Fresno that was
rooted in his experience
growing up here. Itwas from
Fresno that Saroyan found
his writer's voice.

New this year is Marcel
NuBis. a professional story
teller, who will visit
classrooms, grades 4 to 8. in
the city and county schools.

. tell the children about
Saroyan. and then tell a
Saroyan story. He will end
each session with tips on
how to write a story.

Saroyan, who died in
1981, was known effec-
tionately as Bill or Willy by
even the most casual ac-
quaintances. Saroyan often
rode his bicycle through the
Tower District, hat all but
blowing off and coat caught
up in the wind. He enjoyed
being asked to talk to school
children.

The events this year are:
Saturday, May 1

SAROY AN ARMENIAN
HISTORICAL WALK. Plan
to meet in front of the
William Saroyan Theater at

8:30 AM(parking meters are
not enforced on Saturdays).
This event is free and tour
will last about one and one-
half hours. The tour will
start at 9 AM.The guide will
show where Saroyan was
born and many other places
in Old }\rmenian Town.

SaturdaLMa~ ] - SYM-
POSIUM: "HOW 1
'REMEMBER WILLY" at
CSUF. 2 to 5 PM in t...1-te
t::JlliV'ersityStudent Union,
rooms 312-314. Admission
is free. There will relaxed
parking. (For information.
call pr. Dickran Kouymj.ia.n...
278-2669.)

Sunday, May 2
DEDICATION OF THE
SAROYAN MONUMENT,
sculpted by Varaz
Samuelian at The Varaz
Museum, 1331 R Street. An
art show will follow the
dedication. Refreshments
will be served.

Saturday, May 15 - THE
ANNUAL SAROYAN BICY-
CLE ROAD RACE in
Clovis. Registration starts at
6:45 AM at Wild Water
Adventure. 11413 E. Shaw
Ave. Register early at Valley

Sports. For information call
(209) 435-1671.

Saturday, May 15 -
WORLD PREMIERE
THREESAROYANPLAYS
on radio.

ARMENIANS, Saturday,
May 15. KFCF FM 88.1 at 7
PM.

BITLIS,Saturday. May 22,
KFCF FM 88.1 at 7 PM.

HARATCH. Saturday,
May 29, KFCF FM 88.1 at 7
PM.

The plays were edited by
Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, pro-
fessor of Armenian Studies
at CSUFand published after
Saroyan's death. This book
is called ..An Armenian
Trilogy."
·Sunday. M::; 16 - THE

ANNUAL SAROYAN
CRITERIUM BICYCLE
RACE. It starts behind the
WiHiaIllSaroya.'1Theatre at
8 AM.Racers may register at
Valley Sports. This is free to
the public.

Monday. May 24
HOMAGE TO SAROY AN.
There wili be a reading of
winning story entries of the
Saroyan Writing Contest
over KFCF FM 88. 1 by Ed
Markman from 11AMto 12
Noon.

On June 21 the
SAROYAN-IN-THE-PARK
BAND CONCERT spon-
sored by Channel 24 TV.Ad-
mission to Woodward Park
and the concert is free after
6 PM. The concert starts
with Armenian music and
dancing at 6:30 PM. During
the intermission prizes will
I:>eawarded to winners of the
laroyan Writing Contest.
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Plans 'Complete(J for Annual
Saroyan Festival

By Ben Amirkhanian
FRESNO, Ca - The colorful

life and poignant times of one of
Fresno's most' famous nat~ve
:~onswill come alive during the
Ninth Annual William Saroyan
,Festival in Fresno during the
month of May.

Writer William Saroyan was
an American original. For over
half a century he wrote in a
uniquely individual style that,
resulted in an extensive catalog'
of published material, -- short
stories, plays, books -- as well
as an extensive unpublished
collection of manuscripts, jour-
nals and letters.

Through his writing, Saro-
yan created a fictional identity
for Fresno that was rooted in his
experience growing up here. It
was from Fresno that Saroyan
found his writer's voice.

New this year is Marcel
Numis, a professional story
teller, who goes to classrooms in;
the city and county schools"

Through his writing, Saro-
yan created a fictional identity
for Fresno that was rooted in
his experience growing up here. j

It was from Fresno that· Saro-
yan found his writer's voice.

New this year is Marcel
Numis, a professional story
teller, who goes to classrooms
in the city and county schools,
grades 4 to 8, tells the children
about Saroyan, and then tells a
Saroyan story. He ends each
session with tips on how to
write a story. Nunis has been'
booke4 by 162 classes in 42
schools reaching 5038 students.
Th!iuies in well with the Annu-
al S~royan Writing Contest.

Saroyan, who died i01981, -~Saturday, May' IS, 1993 -
was known affectionately as The Annual Saroyan Bicycle
('Bill" or "Willy" by even the Road Race is in Clovis. Regis-'
most casual acquaintances. tration starts at 6:45 a.m. at
Saroyan often rode his bicycle Wild Water Adventure, 11413
through the Tower District, hat E. Shaw Ave. One may register
all but blowing off and coat early at Valley Sports. For
caught up in the wind. He en- information,call(209)435-1671.
joyed being asked to talk to Saturday, May 15, 1993 -
school children. Sometimes he World Premiere - Three Saro-
would drop into a classroom yan Plays on radio. "Armeni-
unannounced and speak to theans," Sat., May 15, KFCF FM
students on whatever subject 88.1 at 7 p.m.
came to mind. "Bitlis," Sat., May 22, KFCF~

These are the events com- FM 88.1 at 7 p.m. '
ing up this year: "Haratch," Sat., May 29,

Saturday, May 1, 1993 - KFCF FM 88.1 at 7 p.m.
Saroyan Armenian Historical These plays were edited by
Walk. Plan to meet in front of. Dickran Kouymjian, professor
The William Saroyan Theatre of Armenian Studies at CSUF,
at 8:30a.m. Parking meters are and publisheo after Saroyan's
not enforced on Saturdays. This' death. This book is called An
event is free and tour will last Armenian Trilogy. •
about one and a half hours. Sunday, May 16, 1993 - Thel
The tour will start at 9:00 a.m.. Annual Saroyan Criterium
The guide will show you where Bicycle Race. It starts behind
Saroyan- was born and many, the William Saroyan Theatre at
other places in Old Armenian 8:00 a.m. Racers register at
Town. Valley Sports. This ~s free to

Saturday, May 1, 1223 - the public.
Symposium: "How I Remem.b..er Monday, May 24 - Homage
Willy" at CSUF, 2:00 p.m. to j to Saroyan. There will 'be a
5:00 p.m. in the University I reading of winning story entries
Student Union, rooms 312-314. ofTheSaroyan Writing Contest
Admission is free. There will be i over KFCF FM 88.1 by Ed
relaxed parking. For informa- \ Markman from 11 a.m. until

·1
tion, call Prof. Dickran Kouym- noon.
jian, 278-,2669. Monday, June 21 - Saroyan-

Sunday, May 2, 1993 at 3:00 in-the-Park Band Concert. This
. concert at Woodward Park is

p.m. - Dedication of the Saro- sponsored by Channel 24 TV.
yan Monume~t, sculpted by Admission to the park and to
Varaz Samuehan at The Varaz the concert is free after 6 p.m.
Museum, 1331 R Street. An art The concert starts with Armeni-
show will follow .the dedication. <" al~ music and dancing at 6:30
Refreshments WIll be seIVed. <p:m. Prizes will be awarded to

winner of the Saroyan Writing
Contest during the intermis-
sion.
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ICSU Fresno Armenian Studies
Achieves Record Enrollment

rogram

Fresno - On a university
campus the size of CSU Fresno,
sometimes smaller programs can
easily be overlooked by the .ma-
jority df the student population.
However, the Armenian Studies
Program is trying to change this.

Since 1979, students at CSUF
have been able to take a variE'ty
of courses that deal with Arme-
nian history and culture, accor-
ding to Dickran Kouymjian, Haig
and Isabel Berberian Professor of
Armenian Studies and coordina-
tor of the Armenian Studies
Program.

According to Kouymjian, this
semester the program has ex-
perienced its highest enrollment
ever. Some 125 students are tak-
ing courses and nearly half of
them are non-Armenian. More
than 25 students are enrolled in
beginning and intermediate
Armenian courses, 50 students
are enrolled in Armenian.studies,
nearly 20 students are enrolled in
Armenian literature, and another

30 are taking Armenian architec-
ture, Armenian history, and a
course on William Saroyan.

There are several Armenian
studies programs set up in
universities in the United States.
They include Harvard, Colum-
bia, the University of Michigan
at Ann Arbor, and UCLA. Some
of these have been suffering from
enrollment and staffing pro-
blems. According to Kouymjian,
the Armenian Studies Progrcml at
CSUF probably is the most con-
sistent in the variety and regulari- '
ty of its course offerings. The
other programs do, however, of-
fer graduate courses in Armenian
studies. CSUF's has been strict-
ly undergraduate.

Barlow Der Mugrdechian, lec-
turer in Armenian studies, assists
in teaching a variety of classes in-
cluding classes in Armenian
studies, modern and ancient
Armenian history, William
Saroyan, Armenian literature, ar-
chitecture, and language.

Richard Ishimaru, a' graduate
student going for his second BA·
in history is ~ student in Koliyrn-
jian's modern Armenian history
class.Jle said, "I came in here
not knowing what to expeCt and
I'm Ve);~h*tttPreted now. Iknew
there waS! ~-,' large Armenian
population and it influenced my
taking the class. He (Kouymjianl
puts a lot of his heart and soul in-
to ;t."

Anna Carrillo, a senior history
major, is another student in
'Kouymjian's modern Armenian
·history class. She said she took
the class "because I didn't kno_wc/
anything about the Armenian

people. 1 really e~oy the class
because Kouymjian gives a lot of .
information. He's really devoted
to the subject. He makes me
want to know more."

Carrillo also thought she look-
ed at Armenian history in a dif-
ferent way because she is not
Armenian. "Because I'm not Ar-
menian, 1 have a different out-
look but 1 can still relate. I can
really sympathize with what the
Armenians are going through."

For students interested in tak-
ing Armenian studies classes, a
total-of $20;000 in scholarships
are available. Kouymjian said a
lot of students could get some

.kind of money by taking a clasS'
through the program and
added,' 'I wish more ·students
knew about the money."

Kouymjian said the program is
currently pursuing some of its
future goals such as integrating
more of the classes. into the
general education program. If
this is done, it will make it easier
for students to pursue a minor in
Armenian studies while fulfilling
general education requirements.
The program a.Jsowants to main-
tain two full-time tenure-track
faculty members and hire a sec-
retary, which the university has
not had funds for.

Kimberly N. Smith
Hye Sharzhoom Newspaper
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At concert premiere of "David of Sassoun," from left, Dickran
Kouymjian, Barbara Ann Sulahian Martin, Tigrdn Mansurian,

composer Michelle Ekizian, and Maro Partamian
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Ekizial1'S 'David of Sassoun'
nominated for Pulitzer Prize in music

NEW YORK-Due to the over-
whelming success of the recent
world premiere of the concert ver-
sion of Michelle Ekizian's chamber
opera, "David of Sassoun;' by the
San Francisco Contemporary Music
Players (SFCMP),the work has just
been nominated for this year's
Pulitzer Prize in Music. The award,
given annually by Columbia Uni-
versity for a distinguished composi-
tion premiered durIng the year of
the prize, will be determined in late
April.

Commissioned by the National
Endowment for the Arts, "David of
Sassoun" received its concert
'Jiemiere on February 8, 1993, at

"San Francisco's War Memorial
Veterans Building.

An intricately crafted musical
portrayal of a section from the an-
cient Armenian epic of the same
name, Ekizian's "David of Sassoun"
is a parable for our time's post-
communist struggle for national
identity. The work is bound with a
high-impact drama that is ex-
hilarating from beginning to end.

Throughout the work, Ekizian

weaves in her own adaptation of
an old Armenian folk song, "Oh,
Wind;' to suggest that tne desire for
freedom and independence is as
natural to lhe Armenian people
as is the wind to the Armenian
highlands.

The premiere was met enthusias-
tically by a full capacity audience
that included members of the San
Francisco Armenian community.
Also attending was one of
Armenia's foremost composers,
Prof. Tigran Mansurian, director of
the Komitas Conservatory in
Yerevan. On hand for the pre-
concert discussion, and providing
insightful commentary on Arme-
nia's national epic,was Prof.
Dickran Kouymjian, Chairman of
Armenian Studies at California
State at Fresno.

The concert's first half consisted
of instrumental chamber works by
Aaron Copeland and Art Jarvinen,
conducted by San Francisco Con-
temporary Music Players music
director Stephen L. Mosko. For the
second half of the program, four
vocal, soloists joined Maestro

Mosko and the virtuoso instrumen- ,
talists of the SFCMP for a dazzling
rendition of "David of Sassoun:'

Performing the female vocal
parts with verve and finesse were
two long time collaborators of Eki-
zian: mezzo-soprano Maro Parta-
mian, as the wise old widow; and'
soprano Barbara Ann Sulahian
Martin, as Kourkig Jalaly (a flying I
horse). The roles of David and King
Msrah Melik, performed with equal
intensity, were portrayed, respec-
tively, by two artists from the San
Francisco Opera, tenor Richard
Walker and baritone Hector
Vasquez.

The concert was taped for broad-
cast by Public Radio.

Plans for expansion of the
chamber opera into a full evening-
length work are underway, as are
negotiations for performances of
the existing version with Ame-
rican, European, and Russian
ensembles.

-American Composers Alliance
news release
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AT SAN FRANCISCO PREMIERE - From left to right, CSUFProfessor Dickran
Kouymjtan, soprano Barbara Ann Sulahian Martin, Gomidas Conservatory
Director, Tigran Mansurian, composer Michelle Ekizian, and mezzo-soprano
Maro Partamian.

Ekizian's 'David of Sassoun' Receives
Nomination for Pulitzer Prize in Music

NEW YORK - Following its
world premiere by the San Fran-
cisco Contemporary Music
Players, Michelle Ekizian' s
,chamber opera "David of Sas-
soun" received a nomination for
the Pulitzer Prize in Music.

The award, given annually by
Columbia University for a com-
position premIered during the year
of the prize, will be determined in
late April. Commissioned by the
National Endowment for the Arts,
"David of Sassoun" received its
concert_premiere on Feb. 8 in San
Francisco.

The premiere was attended by
one of Armenia's foremost com-
posers, Professor Tigran Man-
surian, director of th~ world-
renowned Gomidas Conservatory
of Yerevan. Also on hand for the
pre-concert discussion and pro-
viding a commentary on Armen-
ia's national epic, was Prof.
Dickran Kouymjian, chairman of
Armenian Studies at California

State University, Fresno, and an
eminent scholar of the" Sassoun"
epic.
An intricately crafted musical por-

trayal of a section from the ancient
Armenian epic, Ekizian's "David
of Sassoun" is a parable for the
present's struggle for national
identities.

Performing the female vocal
parts were mezzo-soprano Maro
Partamian, and soprano Barbara
Ann Sulahian Martin.

The concert was taped for a
future broadcast by the National
Public Radio.

Plans for expansion of the
chamber opera'into a full evening-
length work are already underway,
as are negotiations for perfor-
mances of the existing version with
American, European and Russian
ensembles.
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Composer Michelle'Ekizianls IIDavid ~f Sassoun"
Receives Premiere in San Francisco

NEW YORK, NY - Due to
the overwhelming success of
the recent world premiere '
of the concert version ofMich-
elle Ekizian' s chamber opera
David of Sassoun by the San
Francisco Contemporary Music
Players, the~work has ju~t been
nominated for this year's Pulit-
zer Prize in Music. The award,
given annually by Columbia
University for a distinguished
composition premiered during
the year of the prize, wi II be
determined in late April. Com-
missioned by the National En-
dowment for the Arts, David
of Sassoun received its concert
premiere on February 8, 1993
at San Francisco's War Memo-
rial Veterans Building.

An intricately crafted musi-
cal portrayal of a section from
the ancient Armenian epic of·
the same name, Ekizian's Da-
vid of Sassoun is a parable for
our time's post-Communist·
struggle for national identities,
The work is bound with a high
impact drama that is exhila-
rating from beginning to end.
Throughout the work, Ms. Ek-
izian weaves in her own adap-

tation of an old Armenian folk
song, "Oh Wind," to suggest
that the desire for freedom and
independence is as natural to
the Armenian people as is the
wind to the Armenian high-
lands.

The premiere was met en-
thusiastically by a full-capacity
audience including a portion of
San Francisco's Armenian
community with a sizeable re-
presentation from the Knights'
of Vartan. Also attending was
one of Armenia's foremost
composers, Professor' Tigran
Mansurian, director of the
Gomidas Conservatory at Yer-
evan. On hand for the pre-con-
cert discussion and providing
insightful commentary on Ar-
menia's national epic, was
Professor Dickran Kouymjian,
Chairman of Armeman Studies
~ California State Qmverslty
at Fresno and eminent scholar
of the I!David of Sassoun" epic.

The concert's first half
consisted of instrumental cha-
mber works by Aaron Copland
and Art Jarvinen conducted by
the San Francisco Contempo-
rary Music Players'music di-

rector Stephen L. Mosko. For
the second half of the program,
four vocal soloists joined Mae-
stro Mosko and the virtuoso in-
strumentalists of the SFCMP
for a dazzling rendition of
"David of Sassoun."

Performing the female
vocal parts with verve and
finesse _were two longtime
collaborators of Ms. Ekizian' s:
the mezzo-soprano Maro Par-
tamian as the wise old widow
and soprano Barbara Ann Sul-
ahian Martin as Kourkin Jalaly
(a flying horse). The roles of
David and King Msrah Melik,
performed with equal intensity,
were portrayed respectively by
two artists from the San Fran-
cisco Opera: tenor Richard
Walker and baritone Hector
Vasquez. The concert was
taped for broadcast by Public
Radio.

Plans for expansion of the
chamber opera into a full eve-
ning-length work are already
underway, as are negotiations
for performances of the exist-
ing version with American,
European, and Russian ensem-
bles.-

At the concert premiere of David of Sassoun from left to right: Dickran Kouymjian, Barbara
Ann Sulahian Martin, Tigran Mans urian, composer Michelle Ekizian and Mara Partamian.
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Armenia: A Trip -You11Never Forget
By Aram Sarkissian
How would you 'feel if

your parents asked you if
_you'd be willing to take a trip
to Armenia this summer?
Would you go? Why or why
not?~Would you ')lther go on a
trip to Mexico, Hawaii, Eu-
rope? Or would you like to
see, hear, feel, and learn about
our motherland, to explore it
and meet our people? Well,
when I asked Christine Cap--
relian, a senior at Fresno State
University, she said, "Yes, I
would like to visit Armenia
because I have always wanted
to see and explore the cultural
aspects of the day-to-day life.
I'm very interested in all of the
churches and I also want to
visit the towns and villages
that my family is from." Janice
Caprelian said, "Yes, I would
also go because I want to see
my homeland and speak the
language. r would like to meet
people, see the historical
sights, and be able to go there
to help rebuild the destroyed
buildings from the 1988 earth-
quake." Another student at
Fresno State commented, "I
wouldn't go at this point in my
life because I feel my educa-
tion is more important right
now, but I'll probably go in
the future."

Are these the same feelings
you have or are they quite dif-
ferent?

I have been to Armenia
twice, oncem 1987 ana 'agaill
in 1990 and I wouldn't trade,
the experiences I had there for
anything in the world. They
were the most inspirational,
educational, and moving trips
I have ever taken. Everyone
must go and see Armenia for
what it really is.

The reason I say~tna:t is
because our only knowledge of
Armenia is from our parents,.
grandparents, books, newspa-
pers, and television. We, the
younger generation, are not
able to really associate with
our brothers and sisters who
live in Armenia. We feel as if
we're detached from Armenia
and therefore go on living our
lives only remembering impor-
tant days like April 24th, May
28th, and September 21st. But
do those dates mean much if
you haven't been there?

Some may argue yes, and
I agree; however, you will
never completely understand
them unless you see the faces
of the people in Arrrienia. Tel-
evisionand newspapers can't
do it. You must go, like r have,
and see firsthand the mothers
waiting in line for bread and'
cheese, the children doing their
homework by candlelight, and.
the fedayees (Armenian free-
dom -fighters) fighting only
with pistols against enemies
with more advanced weapons.
For example, when you are
there, looking from Khorvirab
over the horizon towards Mt.
Ararat in Turkey, you will feel
something inside that says
"This land is ours, not theirs,
and it rightfully belongs to us"
and then you can and you will
understand why April 24th is
so very important.
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AMAZING EXPERIENCE
The cultural experience

gained from visiting Armenia
is also amazing. Take a tour to
ttl ~ Mayr Hayastan (Mother
Armenia) statue and take a
look at majestic Yerevan, see
it and feel it. Go to the statue
of David of Sasoon. Walk to
the Opera House and see
where the demonstrations took
place. When you are standing
there, imagine that there's a
half a million people -beside
you yelling, screaming, and
chanting for our freedom. Then
go to the Center Square where
the fountain is located. Watch
the little children swim and
play right next to where an
enormous statue of Lenin used
to stand. Then see Dzidzerna-
gapert (the monument in mem-
ory of the..,martYT-s-Qfth€d1-9-l5 .
Genocide). Walk around it,
inside it, touch it and try to
imagine the importance of it.
One and a half million people,
our own people. Think about .-
it! When I was there the first
time, the eternal flame was
burning, but in 1990 after the
earthquake, the flame was out
because of the energy and gas
blockade. It's events such as
this that make me so enraged
and want to do anything I can
to help prevent them. Which
leads me to my next point --
getting involved!

This is a very intense sub-
ject for me because I feel very
strongly about Armenians in
'the diaspora getting involved
with the events of Armenia.
Do you realize that in Armenia
right now, telephone poles and
all of the beautiful trees in the
city parks are being chopped
down? -

Do you know why? ...

FRESNO
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Do you care?... .
This tragedy is happening

because there is no fuel. Be-
cause of the energy blockade,

r. people don't have the ability to
warm their homes during the
harsh winter and therefore are
burning the trees and telephone
poles. Yes, it has become that
bad. By getting' involved in
your community and in any of
the different organizations such

~as the ACYO, ACC, AYF,
ARF, ADL, and ANC, you can
get in touch with the current

l events of Armenia and help.
t The Armenian media is also a
very good source for informa-
tion. Horizon (the Armenian
television hour) and the As-
barez (the AJ;menian daily
newspaper) are just a few.
Right now Armenia needs
everyone's help and participa-
tion in "Operation Winter Res-
cue." Please, bring all your
unwanted articles of clothing to
any of the Armenian churches
in your local community. We
cannot let this continue! ! ! !

Going to Armenia in 1987
and then with my A.Y.F. group
in 1990 was an experience L
will never forget. I recommend .
going very strongly because
Armenia needs people to see"
firsthand, the devastation and
turmoil that's going on. We
need people to help here in the
diaspora to do everything im-
aginable to make the lives of
our brothers and sisters a better
OJ1e. ! ~ ~

Hye Sharzhoom
Fresno, CA
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. Saroyan Festival, Box 4606,
To be on our mailing list, wnte: Fresno, CA 93744 or phone 221-1441.

Sunday, May 16, 1993
ANNUAL SAROYAN CRITERIUM BICYCLE RACE
Starts behind the William Saroyan Theater. 8:00
AM to 2:30 PM. Call, (209) 435·1671. Register Early
at Valley Sports

Saturday, May 1, 1993
SYMPOSIUM: "HOW I REMEMBER WILLY:
At CSUF, 2 to 5 PM. University Student Union,
room 312-314. Admission free. relaxed parking.
Info. Call Dickran Kouymjian, 278·2669. You are in·
vited to tell us of your experience with Saroyan.

Saturday, May 1,1993
SARO YAN ARMENIAN HISTORICAL WALK
Meet in front of the William Saroyan Theater at
8:30 AM to register. Cost if free. The tour leaves at
9:00AM.

Monday, May 24, 1993
HOMAGE TO SAROYAN
Reading of stores written by the winners of the
Saroyan Writing Contest by Ed Markmann over
KPFA in Berkeley and over KFCF·FM 88.1 in Fresn.o
from 11 AM to noon. Information (209) 221·1441.

Sunday, May 2,1993
DEDICATION OF THE SAROYAN MONUMENT
Varaz Art Museum, 1331 R Street at 3 PM. A
dessert reception and art show will follow: Free ad-
mission.

Monday, Jurie21, 1993
SAROYAN·IN- THE-PARK BAND CONCERT
In cooperation with Channel 24 TV at Woodward
Park 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM. Free admission to the
park and the concert Armenian music and Arme-
nian dancing p[u~ the regular band concert.
Saroyan Writing Contest prizes will be awarded
during the intermission.Saturday, May 15, 1993

ANNUAL SAROYAN BICYCLE ROAD RACE
In Clovis. registration starts 6:45 AM at Wild Water
Adventure. 11413 E. Shaw Ave. Information call
(209) 435·1671. Register Early at Valley Sports·
Save $5.00.

NEW STORY TElliNG PROJECT: Professional
story teller, Marcel Nunis, is visiting 162 classes in
42 schools county wide involving 5039 students.
He talks about William Saroyan, tells a story and
gives tips on how to write a story. Two Saroyan
books are donated to each school library. Call
Marcel. 222·0674 if interested.

Saturday, May 15, 1993
WORUJ PREMIER· SAROYAN PIA YS. KFCF 88.1 FM RADIO
ARMENIANS. Saturday. May 15, 1993.7:00 PM
BITLIS, Saturday, May 22,1993.7:00 PM

g~~h~ T~~n ~~~;ga?ir~~YR~~i~ 9~~y~;~Os~~nsored
by The Fresno Free College Foundation and the
Saroyan Festival.

SAROYAN WRITING CONTEST: For all students,
first grade through college. Deadline, May 4, 1993.
For information call John Kallenberg. (209) 488·
3185.

SPOTLIGHT 6 Sunday, April 25, 1993 THE FRESNO BEE
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Armenian'· Americans
struggleT-~o"preserve
traditions, identity ,

.:. The Armenian
Orthodox Church
expressesconcern
over loss,of culture.

The setting of the play is1921, yet in UnliKe the Fowler's St -Gregory
1993 the same issues remain for many church, Fresno's Holy Trinity Anne-
Annenians living in diaspora (out of . nian Apostolic church(The red brick'
their country). church on the comer of Ventura and
Father Kevork Arakelian, the priest M.Street.) has a large immigrant con-

at St Gregory Annenian Apostolic gregation.
Orthodox Church in Fowler, said that Father Hrant Serabian, the priest at
inthe40's-and50'sEnglishwasslowly Holy Trinity, said," We have a bilin-
implemented into~the sermon' and -,~ gual congregation. They speak both
Badarak(the Divine Litilrgy) because J\imeDian and Englisti."-- -- -
the congregation was made up of some He said most of the congregation
members thatdidn 't speakAnnenian.h~ knowledge of both languages. For
The members he is referring to usu- those who do not know Annenian,the
ally consisted of second generation sermons can become hard to follow.
Annenian-Americans whose parents To keep the entire congregation bet-
came to America during the Anne- ter in tune with the the sermon, the
nian Genocide of 1915, the Turkish Annenian sermon is read and then the
attempt to eliminate Annenians, and same sennon is given in English.
drive them from their homeland. The Badarak at Holy Trinity is still
Though some English has been inte- 100 percent Annenian, Serabian said.

grated into the sennons, all the hymns "We have no right to touch that," said
are still in Annenian, and will con- . Serabian ..
tinue to be, said Arakelian. HakopAdjinian,arecentimmigrant
Arakelian said that a large parlof St.~m Yerevan,said he is a member at

Gregory's congregation is third gen:. Holy Trinity church, and he some-
eration, and are almost all Englis~ times goes to St Paul's church. St.
speaking people. Paul's church has implemented some
Arakelian'said only a few of the English into its Badarak similar to St.

older members of the church disagreed Gregory.
with using English, but as time has Adjinian, a first year Business stu-
gone on, using some English has not dent at CSVF, said the only differ-
brought any recent complaints from ences he noticed from his church in
the congregation. Yerevan and the Annenian churches
"We are a non-immigrant parish, in America"'=Was that English was-

but we would go back to using all sometimes used.
Annenian if the congregation spoke
only Annenian. The church needs to
change for new surroundings." said
Arakelian.

By Shari Vee ,Kazarian
Staff Writer

Annenians, like many other ethnic
groups, are faced with the struggle of
preserving their culture and language
outside of their home land.

On one hand there are the second-
and third-generation Armenian-
Americans who, although proud of
their heritage, have drifted away from
the Annenian culture. On the other
hand there are those who are passion-
ate about preserving the culture.
In the play "Armenians," by Fresno

author William Saroyan, the charac-
ter Father Kasparian, th~ priest of the
Red Brick Armenian Apostolic
Church (actually a reference to
Fresno's Holy Trinity; discusses cul-
tural changes with the Reverend
Papazian, minister of the Pilgrim Ar-
meni'\Jl ('f)'lgregational Church.
f.·ather Kasparian said: ''There is the

matter0f our boys and girls growing
up unable to read and write Arme-
nian. And many marry members of
other nationalities. And of course
many of our young people either refuse
10 come to this church, or even to
yours, and if they do come, they are
bored, and they even teUjokes to one
another during the services."
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Another conflict for many Arme-
nian-Ameri-
cans is the
issue of mar-
rying non-
Armenians.

..Intermar-
riages are
occurring
more fre-
quently than
Armenians
marrying
Armenians.

Adjinian
predicted
that"TheAr-
menians
should be
around at
least another
150 years
with all these
intermar-
riages." He
also .said," I
would prefer
to marry an
Armenian, and so would my parents,
but I can't guarantee anything."

He said that nine out of 10 times he
sees parents pressure their children to
marry other Armenians.

Since 1980, the majority of the wed-
dings at St. Gregory have been inter-
marriages. Arakelian said it's no loss
to the church if the a member marries
a non-Armenian. If the ~enian was

\

Arakelian
stressed the
church's
commit-
ment to its
ethnicity is .
the com-
mitment to
Christ. In

'other
words, the

. church will
always be
Armenian,
but its foun-
dation is of
J e sus
Christ.

&< The
church
w 0 u I d
flourish.
with any
members,
but the
church will .
still be Ar-

menian," said Arakelian.
Kouymjian said," The Annenian

diaspora is getting stronger." He said
the Armenians have survived for this
long, so they should be around for
many more years.

Serabian agreed that the Apnenians
are strong and should be around for
many more years.

He said that Holy Trinity in 1992

"The A·rmenians
should be around for
at least another 150
years with al/ these

inter-marriages. I
would prefer to

marry an American,
and so would my

parents, but I can't
guarantee anything. "

-Hakop Adjinian

FRESNO

involved in tile church before mar-
riage, then he or she will probably. still
be involved in the church, and the

Ispouse may also become involved,
Arakelian said. But those who were
not involved with the church prior to

i the intermarria:ge probably will still
not be involved and there is no loss to
the church, he explained.

Advantages to marrying an Arme-
nian, according to Arakelian, were
that both spouses would have the same
fait6, similar backgrounds and inter-
ests. He said it seems to be easier for
the couples to cope and manage with
the transition ot mamage If both are
from the same background.

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, director of
the Armenian studies program at
CSUF, said,"It is unfortunate our par-
ents and their parents felt so strongly
that we should marry only Arme-
nians.". He said that Armenians should
not feel compelled to marry only Ar-
menians,but-tha~ the-=Arnrenians
should not go out of their way not to
marry other Armenians.
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had 11 weddings, 41 funerals and 42
baptisms. He stressed that the 42 bap-
tisms are a good sign for the Arme-
nian chUrch. These baptisms repre-
sent another generation with strong
tries to the Armenian church.

Some Armenian-Americans have
expressed concern about new genera-
tions not learning the Armenian lan-
guage.
"The Jewish people have been with-

out language for over 2,000 years,~'
said Kouym jian, "and they still exist."
In other words, if the Jews can sur-

vive without using Hebrew out of
their country, though Hebrew is the
official language of Israel, as is Ar-
menian in Armenia, the Armenians
may also be able to survive with new
generations not leaming the language,
Kouymjian said.
The character from Bitlis Armenia,

in the play "Armenians"
said,"Armenia may be coming to an
end-the Russians in the seat of Gov-
ernment in Armenia where Armenia
is, and the rest of us faraway leaming
new languages and living among new
people and forgetting how to read and
write our own language, changing our
names, marrying outsiders, letting it
go, letting it all go. That is what is
making it sorrowful."
Some Armenian-Americans have

expressed concern that Armenian-
American children are not speaking
Armenian and the preservation of the
Armenian language may be lost
Matthew Jendian, a graduate stu-

dent in sociology at University of
Southern California, said he found in
several studies of intermarriage the
phenomenon known as the "mOther-

. tongue shift."

.Jendian noted in his research he
found' that 66 percent of children
whose parents shared a non-English
first language speak only English,
while over 90 percent of children with
linguistically. heterogamous back-
grounds· speak·only English:"""'-
"Thus, non-English languages are

disappearing through ~other-tongue
shift in large part because of ethnic
intermarriage," said Jendian.
By the second generation, the use of

Armenian as the frequently spoken
language in the home decreases by 50
percent, Jendian found in his research.
Jendian has also found that inter-

marriages are occurring more fre-
quently and that there seems to be less
participation by Armenian-Americans
in Armenian activities in the commu-
nity.
Jendian said that in 1990, approxi-

mately 90 percent of the marriages in
Fresno County of Armenians born in
America were to non-Armenians.
He said Armenian couples in gen-

eral brin~ with them different degrees
of ethnic identification and participa-
tion.

"There are some hard-core, U.S.-
born Armenians who constantly get
involved in Armenian community
activities," Jendian said. "There are
others who are proud of being Arme-
nian but really don't have much inter-
est or are too busy with their real lives
to participate in the Armenian com-
munity on a regular basis."

In. "Armenians" Saroyan saw the
struggle the Armenian-American
people were facing then and are still
facing. He wrote in the program note
to theplay:"It's hopeless and we know
it, but not so hopeless that we don't
wa,nt to find out how hopeless it is."
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• Three events will kick off the ninth annual
William Saroyan Festival Saturday and Sunday.
Those who wish to take a historical walk of the
author's haunts can meet at 8:30 a.m. Saturday
in front of the William Saroyan Theatre, 700 M
St. The tour is free and lasts about an hour and a •
half.

Also scheduled from 2 to 5 p.m. Saturday is a
symposium titled "I Remember Willy." It will be
held in the Fresno State University Student
Union, Rooms 312-314.Admission is free.

The Saroyan monument sculpted by VarazSa~
muelian will be dedicated at 3 p.m. Sunday at the
Varaz Museum, 1331 R St. Refreshments will be
served.
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~~-~------~~----Ambassador Shugarian
Labels Conditions

I 'Hopeful' in Armenia
FRESNO -- In his first of-

ficial visit outside of
Washington, D.C., Rouben
Shugarian, the Ambassador
of Armenia, gave Armenian-
Americans in the Central
Valley a message of hope for
the future of Armenia and
hope for the end to the war
in Nagorno-Karabagh.

Several hundred people
met and heard the Am-
bassador during a day full of
greetings at the airport, a for-
mal Press Conference, a lun-
cheon with the business
community and other in-
terested persons, a special
reception and a banquet at
St. Paul Armenian Church --
all arranged by the Arme-
nian Community Council of
the San Joaquin Valley.

From the warm greeting at
the airport by children from-
the Armenian Community
School of Fresno to a late
evening goodbye at the ban-
quet, Shugarian reassured
his audiences that Armenia
-- having survived one of
the most difficult periods
in its history during the
past winter --will recover
once the blockade and the
war in Nagorno-Karabagh
have been resolved peace-
fully and with an inter-
na tionally-moni tored
agreement.

He was joined by Garnik
Nanagoulian, the Embassy's
First Secretary who was on
his second visit to Fresno;
and Carole Long Karabash-
ian, Press Secretary.
Shugarian was questioned
by the press on present con-
ditions in Armenia, US

SUBJECT

Rouben Shugarian
Ambassador of Armenia

FRESNO
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administration attitudes
towards Armenia, the war in
Nagorno-Karabagh, the
extent of assistance from
Russia, relations with
Armenia's n'eighbors --
especially Turkey --Georgia
and AzerbaIjan; the deaths
caused by the harsh winter
and even harsher blockades,
and the immediate need for
help from Armenians in this
country.

People lined up twice to
greet -- and have pictures
taken with -- the Ambassa-
dor and/or his staff at the
airport and banquet. He told
the special luncheon
audience that Armenia has
been very receptive to out-
side investors and businesses
and was the first of the old
USSR republics to adopt the
Western market-based
economy.

Responding to reporters,
he echoed Congressman
Richard Lehman's com-
ments. made upon his
return from Armenia, that
the solutions to the misery
forced upon the people of
Armenia and to the war in
Nagorno-Karabagh include
an immediate end to the war
and an internationally
supervised cease fire in Azer-
baijan, and negotiations to
end the war, focused on
getting the warning par-
ties together with help
from Russia, Turkey and

the United States, all as
mediators.

Shugarian said that "the
war in Karabagh is the most
important and most
challenging problem faced

"We have a moral
right to assist

ethnic Armenians
... and to secure
guarantees for

peace"
-Shugarian

by Armenia and by other
former Soviet republics in
the area." He told one
reporter that, "No,"· there
are no Armenian Republic
soldiers fighting in
Karabagh. But, "Yes, we
have sent humanitarian aid
to Karabagh."

He repeated at several ses-
sions that "negotiations to
end the war in Nagorno-
Karabagh are at their
highest point since the
fighting started in 1988." He
stressed that although
Armenia's economy has
been damaged because of
the blockade, the Republic of
Armenia remains the most
politically stable democracy
of the nations created from
the USSR.

He praised Central Valley
residents and other Califor-
nians for their significant
contributions -- sending
relief supplies to Armenia



PROGRAM
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY. FRESNO

I"RI:.NO. CALII"ORNIA .3740

W~l' UWH~' ~u DATE May 1993

SUBJECT Amb. Shugarian visits San Joaquin Valley PAGE 3 of 3

------ ----- ----
during the past winter. Cen-
tral California residents have
sent more than $100.000
worth of goo<;l.s to their
homeland in addition to
financial contributions.

Shugarian also repeated--
in Fresno and in formal press

; releases earlier -- that
newspaper and television
news accounts calling the
war "an undeclared war bet-
ween Azerbaijan and
Armenia" were inaccurate,
although the Azeris have
spread the fighting with
their shelling of towns on
their border with Armenia.

"We have some infuence
on the independent
Karabagh enclave, but we
are not a party to the con-
flict." Shugarian stressed.
"We have a moral right to
assist ethnic Armenians in
the enclave and to secure in-
ternational guarantees for
peace .....

Early this month Armenia
gave conditional approval
and Azerbaijan backed an
international peace in-
itiative, proposed by the US,
Russia and Turkey. The pro-
posal calls for withdrawal of
Armenian troops from the
Kelbajar region and a 60-day
cessation of hostilities to be
followed by talks. Shugarian
said the US should take a
more active and realistic role
in the negotiations and
should have checked more
carefully before recently con-
demning the Armenian
forces' "offensive" in May.

He said the reports were not
balanced and were based on
insufficient information.

Fresno Mayor Jim Patter-
son. at the evening banquet.
presented Shugarian a key
to the City and said that "his
home would always be open
to the Ambassador of
Armenia."

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian.
professor ofArmenia Studies
at CSU Fresno and emcee,
challenged the more than
200 people at the banquet to
join others who had already
made significant contribu- ,
tions to the Friends of the
Embassy fund. He said the
community co"Uncil has
established a $50,000 goal
for the area. Kouymjian said
the financial problems of the
Embassy. limited its effec-
tiveness in dealing with the
mass media and government
itself on the Nagorno-
Karabagh conflict and other
issues.

Dr. Kouymjian urged
everyone to give to the fund
to help the Ambassador and
his small staff now. The Am-
bassador had told the ban-
quet audience that plans
have been completed to
establish an Armenian Con-
sulate in Los Angeles in
September to better serve
the significant population of
Armenians in California.

(Editor's Note: Addi-
tional coverage oj Shugar-
ian's visit will be in the
June issue.)
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• Rouben Shugarian, ambas-
sador to the
United States
from the Repub-
lic of Armenia,
will speak at a
business lun-
cheon at noon
Wednesday in
the Centre Pla-
za Holiday Inn
on Trade and

Rouben Business Op_
Shugarian Portunities in
",.. -- -""'the New Re-
public of Armenia. The ap-
pearance is sponsored by the Ar-
menian Community Council of
the San Joaquin Valley, the In-
ternational Trade Community of
the Fresno Chamber of Com-
merce and the University Busi-
ness Center. For reservations,
due by noon Tuesday: Rose Sa-
farian, 244-6940.
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Amb~~rIP~{f3/Ji!g@iia"JsJNelt;QlJ1edbyCalifornians

WASHINGTON, DC - At
dozens of events held in six
cities of southern and northern
California from May 16-22,
thousands of American Arme-
nians welcomed and congratu-
lated the first Ambassador of
the Republic of Armenia to the
United States.

Ambassador Rouben Shug-
arian, who arrived in the USA
:n early March, travelled to '.
California for his first official
trip outside the Washington,
DC area to meet and establish
~loser contacts in the Ameri-
can-Armenian communities.

California boasts the largest·
such community in the United,
States, an estimated 500,000.
The Ambassador met also with
local and state officials to dis-
cuss the importance of eco-
nomic and political ties be-
tween Armenia and the USA.

To underscore the signifi-
can':e of the California com-
munity, he announced that the
Armeniall government plans to
open a consulate in Los Angel-
es later this year, probably in
September.

The consulate would be re-
sponsible for handling legal
documentation matters and
visas for travel to Armenia; it
would make political represen-
tations on behalf of the Arme-
nian government to local offi-
cials. "This consulate would
serve as a strong link between
the California-Armenian com-
munity and the Embassy in
Washington, and through the
Embassy directly to the home- .
land," Shugarian said.

Among state and local Armenia jhis past .qiEI~f;~were.
, officials who met with the Am- nc,t onryirriportaJli'ir{3~h\iiteri~
bassador during his California al sense; bufaJsoP~Y((h:616gi~
trip were Govcrllor Pete Wil- cally, ?ecause ~he',jj§op1~of
son, Fresno Mayor Jim Patter- Armenta knew that t~ey, w;ere;,
son, Giendale Mayor Larr), not alone, th~t thei.r.:'brothers
Zarian, Pasadena Mayor Rick and sisters in the Untted ,States
Cole, Pasadena City Council' were ready to supporf"them in .
member Bill Paparian, Milpitas every way," hesaig. ..... .' '
Mayor Peter McHugh, and At public fOl"Urrjsheld in
former Governor of California, Los Angeles, Fresno;:':SanJose
George Deukmejian. and San Fnincisco, Ambassa- .

In Pasadena, Glendale and dar Shugarian took tPe opp'ot-
Fresno, Ambassador Shugarian tunity to explain. the' history
was honored by the Mayors, and rationale behind ilie~ventS.
each of whom presented him in Nagorno-Karabaglf,-"'iO "'de:
with a key to the city. scribe the impact of the con-
. During t~eir priva!e meet- ,niS~.,oJl1E!!1~lt~t~,.,~ ..\tp,;m"e~k,.
109, Gov. WIlson praIsed Ar- optlfft,shc'alry'';!m8'ifF(R~I'i'(j1ffi::-'i'
menian Americans for their - cal stability in Al111eni&andthe ,

• - .- " " ".•h 'It" ,.~:{.. ,. ," ".

many contrIbutions to the state strong potenthil·fof>~c.tbribiriic
and noted that at the same time growth in the tiear,fu'f6~~.<.r:
they have been devoted to their To' a capacity:audienceof
homeland and provided it nec- some 250 peopJp ati\;lPf1cheon
essary assistance. He said, sponsored by·the L()~~.~get~.
"Alth~ugh .this is you: fir.st trip 'World Affail:(qq~<"!iSi,I.;{\'.t~e
to Callforl1la, I hope It will not Ambassador. sald~t.me~W1..1s'·
be your last." . pushing: forward wlth~~c~hbm~

Ambassador Shugarian, in ic reforms', ari.d:.~bgH~V.~s~\th:at.
tUrll, expressed his gratitude economiC ties<a)no#g';jJle/f()t~
for the substantial amount of mer Soviet republics'shbtlldbe
humanitarian and technical maintained. .' .. ':}~>.':('<;
assistance extended to Armen- "Since declar.itig' ".its,jiide-
ia, both from public and pri- pendence in ~epiembei<i991;"
vate sources in California. In the Republic of Arrm!hiahas
particular, he emphasized the embarked on.,'ap',a.rpbitiotls
importance of the aid organ- program to establ!sh;dcmocra-
ized and sent to Armenia under, cy and a free ~arJs:~t·/s>,stem,"
Operation Winter Rescue, a Shugarian said.·"N()where·
message which he also ullder- among the newly ind~p~n.qenf .
scored in public speeches to stales ofthe,fQrmerlJ,SSf{will
the Armenian-American COI11- you find'democrl:lcY."~~?;(f~e~
munity in every city he visited.

"The food, clothing, medi-
cine and other items sent to
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e.nterpriit! .flourishingmqre
su~cessfully.'" . .' .

;., "At the same!ime," he'
·said, "clouds have darkened

'Armenia's lioriiori:(jurhlg.th~
past year' and'a.;hidp'citing,
specifkally 'th~' :(jpofl~cf;:.b.~~.
tweenN~gorno~Kar~bagh:':"and
AZerblijan. "Its: lia$~,;b'e'ehth¢-
consistent polic)lr:iQ'(ili~~Arme-
nian governipen.h!h~f:~fu!~rii-:
ansofNagorno-I~dlriiQagJi Ilave .
the' right to,~elf~determihation
anq should' h8.veta.:,voice ,in

.' determining the statu's' of their
territory":'~Armeni~ :,hasD~lso
extended hlUJl~niWia;D::"aid·to .

'.N agomo~Karaba~I,~\[ AA4-!::~ha$~,
":'P1ti(t"1i~~lle!aVY'~;l>'rte'~~iS"i'~"
· a<:t)oo.Azerbaljah:;h~:iriiP9seQ.,
·....aJuH·'bloclta~~~.6tt;~W1.;fOa~F
and pipeline~JrifQ'Airl1~pUithaL
has devaStatelijts'¢CbnOInY;,~,.;•.' .

dir~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~t.,
. gion present)h~, ·be.st'~I'P9nu-"
nitr'fo~a ~acefµl;s~l~q~*i ;to·

· .theNagom(rKaI*Dagl),~orifU~t~:
. "As for the sOlutiol;t':to'tl1e'

....<;onf1ict,we see· it as &curririg.
'in.two stages. 'First,a~u.rable ,
cdl-se-fjre backe(f.,u'R'IJY:~ffef';·

:.:tiv,~. internation~l ~'guarantees,:~
muSt be secur,e9!"$e~on<;l,alt~
legal questiOJis,re'g~dirigJlle".'smtus·.,.()f Nag6.rn~K,arab~:,
should ,be disc~~~(i a(,th~"
Minsk,'Confer~,l!<;~jjt:)heCon-
ferenceOn Secl,ldty;~tld Coop..
eration iii Europe !.{CSCE).'~:'
· .......Shugaria1lsajd, the:Armerti~

,,;.:,.µi\goY~fhri1Mt'<supports '.'the
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,:pJ~¢;~~riris'()rthb.'~sc~t6~tj:
'tnat .~ny;sol,lfti(jn:reacheil,~with~....j

jn\thi~.fof\llu'inust 'be,)gqided'
'~y tWq" b~si~j)rincipl'e$::~~!:i-e-"
spect··.·•.f().~4.(~ri'i'tor.i.~~.•.,i9tei~itY .
and reco~~t.19r(ofthe fights of

. th~·people·16 'self-determina-

";lt~'~<'SANFRANCISCO"
"'.~' In San Franclsco th~'Am-
~.:;:h:aSsadorwas invited,' to' speak
;~;t;lbout,Hje,econom ie 'opportuni-
L:tles. in;Anneniaat the Com~
i;gri,io~~~lihCiub. There, and
~.+:al§.p In a speech to. the World
iHjPQrumofSilicon.!:,Yalley, he
:~f"i}rixited'l)usioesspeppleJ~:iri the
:~·:,ati<:lienceto. go '.to·An'ri¢riHi to
;::\~~e~plore;in,vestirient{and,trade
nf~pp~qµnitles;.' ;:"A.iJIH!riia·was
~·'.thefirstiepublic.in th~'fotmer
. Soviet Union'to make the tran- .
. sition from COl11fn'unlsm>to ..•.
common sense' because ..wene-

,yer lost/t~a! ,spirit, of enter-
prise, !'·$htlgariansaid.',':~· .

,';C:';:<.He.oµt.li,gedsevcral:sphe·tes.
·ofA.rtnenUils·economy·tliiirare
goodprospe'cts for 'iiiy~s#iient-

•...- .ma:c~me':building;'/··nidio~
;electrpi1ic.'~qelectro-tecliliical,
chemi~al; light industry;· espe-

, cJaUy the manufacture,'ofclot-
hing; andsnoes, food industry
-inclu~~ng.,~.~e produc!ion" of
drie(ffruitS~ Armeniatl'brahdy;
wirie's)uid mineral watets,arid
tou~ism.. 'p.. .

"Armenia needs foreign in-
vestment in all 'Of these areas

-'and weare ready to provide all
the necessary favorable. 'condi-

. tions to .·stimulate the. invest-
~~'m~m.of t:or~rgn c.apitill in, our~~+:i:,,",~~P\t>;.:,:~. W--!~"'''~ ;''t,''', .....<.''''''~'1i'~economy;'" e''SaTa.''''' "~ ".
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":,;- Therewer~9th,e(bpp"0i1ii-e.d, Mr. Parsegh Kartalian of Ambassaaor :S'nuganan's
"flIties 'for(tn,e",Aiiioassado(to the AGBU and Dr. Sahag 8ag- last three days in California
:address Amlenhin A~etidms hdassarian of the ANC for were spent in. the Bay Area,
,'at.several foriims an'd banq'uets '. their efforts as co-chainnen of "and he partlcip'atect1n ll'variety
held in}}is·/.~9por :iriL,o~::An- the organizing c~mmittee. of events, from visiting with
geles,.Pasadena,SanFranclsc(), In Fresno theone-day visit studen~ and te~chers at ,the
GJendal~:.al!dlresno. . .....»~( May 1~th was orga~ized by th.e Krouzlan:~:kar~~~ ~~boura~

. .In. Lo~.;Angeles, a_'J,9mt~ ArmenIan Community Council .~an ~nne"mn S,,"VIJI -m meet
'.~8mm.ttt~e I)Jade '.up o~repre:". of the San Joaquin Valley, 109 with scholars and .rese~rc~-
. sentahv~~,of~~ltlJe loca~.~hur~ chaired by Prof. Barlow perers at· Sta~ford -Umverslty s
ches, as. ~en as. comm'!n!o/'~-' Mugrdechian. Some 400 locals, .Hoover Institute; .Th~Northern
culf:.\.lnl.1,p~ofesslOl?al.ati!'l:ppht- as well as members of the California CoordlOatlOg Coun-
is.al'~0l:1p~~!,?rganized~~}~~~Iic· diplomatic corps,attended a ~il, chaire? by C:har!e;sJanig-
rall)'o~.¥aYJ6th where over banquet in the Ambassador's lan, qrganlzed his VIS~t.

,.,500pe()ple,,~adthechance to· honor to help raise funds for Over40Qcommumty mem-
. hear the Am?assador. s,,~ak as the Armenian Embassy. Dr. bers attend~d a. Bay .Area ban-
well a:' ask him questlO~S"The Dikran Kouymjian was Master quet to ~lOnorthe AI1.:bassador,
commltteealsoorgaruzed'a of Ceremonies. and dunng the program Master
b:eakfaSt~ay' 18th with Arme- Earlier, nearly 100 people . of CeremoniesI~ruc~ ..J~ni~.ian
man commumty leaders repre'- from the business 'community .and Flo Snyder, De~kmeJlan
sen.tin¥. over 30 organizations, attended a !unchconsponsored appointee, read mes~age~ of
whl~h was .hosted by the, Ar- by the International Trade greeting and conwatulatlOns.
meman Society of Los Angel- Committee of the Fresno . from Gov. Pete WIIspn, Sena-

-e~.. That same evening- nearly Chamber of Commerce and tor Dianne Feinstein, tongress-
,.3g0 guests attended a banquet Cal State Fresno's Business woman Anna Eshoo, San Fran-in .his honor,the proceeds of Center. A smaller group 'of cisco Mayor Frank Jordan,
.W~ich are to be donated to the. . professors gathered for a recep- California ~ssembly. speaker
Eml)assy to support its activi.- tion on the Cal State.· Fresno Willie Brown, State Senator
:~i~s::·rvtayor-Larry·"Za~ian of ca~pus to salute the educaticin- Milton Marks, and Bishop
;~91tt~dale' served as Master of . al and cultural ties that are Anthony of San ,Francisco.
'~G~~~monies,and fcirmerCali- being developed between fac- West c.oast representatives .of
~;fqrnl~Governor George Deuk- ulty and studen,tsin the United the diplomatic community
~;):ri.ejiilllintroduced Ambassador States and Annenia. Cal State were also present.
f:;f~J:l;ugaiiar'l;notingthat he was Fresno has already established Ambassador Shugarian
;;?~pr¢s$ed;by the~n:bassad- an exchange pr~gran:- with . en.couraged the ~rmenian-~m-
',".or"'skJ}o»,ledgeand InSIghtand Yerevan State Umverslty and encan commumty to contmue
'}Jliat he..·was "confident tha! he it was announced at the recep- supporting Armenia and to be
.would,serve':~rrrienia's~ inter- tion that it will be offering optimistic about the future.
' ests,wellin' Washington." . tuition deferrals to selected "Armenia. is the most political-

;·<In remarks at the banquet,· 'students from Armenia next Iy stable country . in . the ex-
Shllgarian saluted thec9m!llu~ year. USSR, stable because we have
nity., for. com iog togetJ}er to learned from our history . We
jointly plan his visit al1d en- have learned from our experi-
couraged. ,treTn to" -continue en'ce that >yemust look to the
working cooperatively for the future, and what we see in the
benefit of Armenia. He thank- future is a strong .Armenia.

You need a strong Armenia,
and Armenia needs a strong
Diaspora." He continµed, "I t
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Armenia's Ambassador's First
Official Trip to California

Continued from page J 4
wiI! take a few years, but I am
sure Armenia will again be
proud, again be dignified, and
will be secure in its future."

, In each,city he also spoke
about Armenia's and Kara-
b3gh's current situations for
news, TV and radio interviews,
targeted to both Armenian and

'non-Armenian communities.
In the greater Los Angeles

area heheld-pr~ss conferences
with not only Armenian-Amer-'
ican media, but also met the

"editorial ,h()m-dar the Los An- ,geles .Times and was intcr- '
yiewedbythe Glendale News
Press and the Pasadena Star
News. His commentary follow-
ing a press conference at the
L.A.' World Affairs Council
was carried on KNX-AM ra- '
dio.

In Fresno at an airport
press conference, he answered
',questibils for Assocjat~d: Press, •
localTV and locahilui6.Later,
'he was iflt~rvieweabYJ:hanl1el,
. ,13'anrl'appeared'Hveott'Chan-'
',neI30'~ 6:00 p.m;·ilews~Mem-
'bers of the editorial board, 'of.
the Fresno Bee inet with the
Ambassador,and Bee reporter
John Cramer, who travelled to
Nagorno-Karabagh early this
year; . covered several of the
events featuring Shugarian·.

News, coverage continued
in San Francisco where he met

-with the San Francisco Chro-
nicle editorial, board and' dis~

'ctiSs~d peace ,prospects and'the
'conflict's impact on theentue

, ' " '1. TtanscaucaSus region.' He ur-
ged them to pubJishmore arti-
cles concerning Armenia and
Nagorno-Karabagh, as several
locals had expressed their con-
cern about lack of coverage.

He was also interviewed on
KCBS radio in San Francisco.

A one-day trip to San Jose
ended his Cal iforn ia tour. He
addressed the economic oppor-
tunities for investment in Ar-
menia once again to the World
Forum of Silicon Valley and it
was videotaped for later airing
on public TV. His Common-
wealth Club speech in San
Francisco had a~so been taped
for later radio play.
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.4mbassadoi-' JCr;u~~~;;/!hu~arian. "J~~is~~~i/;;/!~liJo,:1(a~'
Governor Pete Wils,f!..'J.durI,nghis first officzal tnp outszde·
Washington, DCirifnid~May. Photo by!lraIT.JIul1J1esseklan •.. "'. ~ .. r::~.; " . " ... . .<,., .' ~ ..: 7: .';' ..':" • .'~:'

• .)1 -',7-7'-;-'-;: " --_• ..,..-',~-:"'. -B $ * " l i !'It
Ambassador Roubf;,~Y§~ugariandiscusses the econo,,!ic aiuf···· .
investment opport~h"i(ies,·in {4.rmenia May 20 at the World '..
Forum of Sili¢on;·yalley. Pictufed from left are:C.harlf!s·~
Janigian, AinlJas.s(l,d~t'Shugarian, Nancy Szymanski if/the;'"
IVorld Forum! Rap~'g.n Det:~To;ostan•. and FatherVazken ;
Movsesian .. Photo' ~y->HrairEulmessekian.
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Armenian ArtFocus of Weekend Class
By Armen Aghlshian

On three separate week~nds in
March, the California State
University, Fresno Armenian
Studies Program sponsored a
three-unit course on Armenian
Miniatur~ Painting covering
painting in Armenia from the 6th
to the 17th centuries.

The class was taught by Prof.
Dikran Kouymjian.

----_ ....... h ...... _~.~ ~'

The first course began with an
overview of Pre-Christian art and
the origins and development of
Christian art and iconogrpahy up
to the 6th century.

In referring to these formative
years, Kouymjian stated that "for
many centuries, Armenian paint-
ing was characterized almost ex-
clusively by illustrations in Ar-
'menian manuscripts," financed
by rich citizens. Often, these
patrons would appear in the min-
iature illustrations, Kouyt.njian
said. .

The scribes and illustrators of
the manuscripts were, for the
most part, anonymous members
of the clergy. Dating of the ma-
nuscripts is made easier by ana-
lyzing colophons left by the
scribes.

One of the oldest known ma-
nuscripts is the Etchmiadzin Gos-
pel. The oldest complete Arme-
nian manuscript is an artistic
creation of the ninth century -
the Queen Mike Gospel, at the
Mekhitarist Congregation in sari
Lazzaro, Venice.

In the 13th century, Armenian
manuscript illustration attained_._c," __,_··, ~
its high point, hallmarked by the
distinguished accomplishments
of the miniaturist Taros Rosslin,
who headed the scriptorium at
the Catholicossate of Hromkla,
Cilicia. A scribe as well as an ar-
tist, Roslin had a distinct style
characterized by detailed
backgrounds and vivid yet
smooth colors. Only seven of his
signed manuscripts have
survived.

The 17th century deno.tes the
decline in manuscript painting as
book printing had already begun
in the early 16th century.

Armenian manuscript illumi-
nation, one of the oldest art

. forms, spans more than a millen-
nium. Thousands of manuscripts,
are in existence and can be seen
in institutions such as UCLA and'
the Madenataran in Yerevan.
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Raising of Lazarus. Gospel, illustrated in 1268 by ThrosRoslin.



4'U'\ '8'" .'. A:RME:NIAN STUDIES·P·ROG'RA:M..' . . • .' .' CALIFORNIA5TATE UNIVERSITY. ,FRESNO
·..·i' .' -ARCHIVE - 'P'Ri:aNO. CALII'ORNIA 113HO

, ," ; '.i SOVRC£ The ArIIleni an Observer; Los Angeles, CA OATE Jµn 9, 1993

'SUBJE:CT_.ffinbass.ador.."..Sb:l.1aarian .i n ~BaYArea!Fresno . PAGE

Ambassador Rouben Shugarian
in the Bay Area and Fresno

SAN FRANCISCO - In San
Francisco, Ambassador Rouben
Shugarian was invited to speak
about the economic opportuni-
ties in Armenia at the Common-
w()alth Club. In this forum, and
also in a speech to the World
Forum of Silicori Valley, the Am-
bassador invited businesspeople
in the audience to go to Armenia
to explore investment and trade
opportunities.

"Armenia was the first repub-
lic in the former Soviet Union to
make the transition from Com-
munism to common sense be-
cause we never lost that spirit of
enterprise," Shugarian said.

He outlined several spheres of
Armenia's economy that are
good prospects for investment -
the machine building industry,
the radio electronic and electro-
technical industry, the chemical
industry, light industry, especial-
ly the manufacturing of shoes
and clothing, the food industry,
including the production of
dried fruits, Annenian brandy
and wines, and mineral waters,
and tourism.

"Armenia needs foreign in-
vestment in all of these areas and
we are ready to provide all the
necessary favorable conditions
to stimulate the investment of
foreign capital in our economy,"
Shugarian said.

In Fresno, the Ambassador's
one,day visit on May 19 was or-
ganized by the Armenian Com-
munity Council of the San
Joaquin Valley, under the chair-
manshi£ of Professor Barlow Der
Mugrdecruan. Some 400 people
from the Armenian-American
community, as well as members
of the diplomatic corps, at-
tended a banquet in honor of
the Ambassador, which also
aimed to help raise funds for the
Embassy, Dr. Dikran Kouv:m-
jian served as the Master of Ce-
remonies.

Earlier in the day, nearly 100
people from the business com-
munity attended a. ,~uncheon

1 of 3

.,

sponsored by the International
Trade Committee of the Fresno
Chamber of Commerce and Cal
State Fresno's Business Center.
A smaller group of professors
gathered for a reception on the
campus of Cal State Fresno to
salute the educational and cul-
tural ties that are being de-
veloped between faculty and stu-
dents in the United States and
Armenia. Cal State Fresno has'
already established an exchange
progran with Yerevan State Uni-
versity and announced at the re-
ception that it will be offering
tuition deferrals to selected stu-
dents from Armenia next year.,

The Ambassador spent the
final three days of his California I

trip in the Bay Area, where he
participated in a variety of
events, from visiting with stu-
dents and teachers at the Krouz-
ian-Zekarian- Vasbouragan Ar-
menian School to meeting with
scholars and researchers at Stan-
ford University's Hoover Insti-
tute. His visit was organized by
the Northern California Coordi-
nating Council, under the chair-
manship of Charles Janigian.

Over 400 people from the Ar-
menian-American community
attended a banquet in honor of
the Ambassador, and during the
program, the Master of Ceremo-
nies, Bruce Janigian:, and Flo
Snyder, read messages of greet-
ing and congratulations from
Governor Pete Wilson, Senator
Dianne Feinstein, Congresswo-
man Anna Eshoo, San Francisco'
Mayor Frank Jordan, Speaker of
the California Assembly Willy
Brown, State Senator Milton
Marks, and Bishop Anthony of
San Francisco. Representatives
of the diplomatic community
who are based on the West Coast
were also present at the banquet.

Ambassador Shugarian en-
couraged the Armenian-Ameri-
can community to continue sup-
porting Armenia and to be op-
timistic about the future.

"Annenia is the mo~t politi-.i
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cally stabl€ country in the ex- urged the~ Chronicle to publish
USSR," I Shugarian said. "We more articles about develop-
are stable because we have ments in Armenia and Nagorno-
learned from our history, we Karabagh. Several members fa
have learned from our ex- the local Armenian-American
perience that we must loo,k to community had expressed their
the future and what we see in concern about the lack of co-
the future is a strong Armenia. verage in the city's-leading news-
You need a strong Armenia and paper. The Ambassador was also
Armenia needs a strong Diaspora."linterviewed on KCBS-AM, the

"It will take a few years, but 'CBS affiliate in San Francisco.
I am sure Armenia wi:ll again be On a day-trip to San Jose, the
proud, will again be dignified,
and will be secure in its future,"
Shugarian said.

In every major city he visited, -
the Ambassador also took the.
opportunity to talk about the
current situation in Armenia and
Nagomo-Karabagh in newspaper,
television, and radio interviews,
targeted to both the Armenian
and non-Armenian communities.

In Los Angeles and the sur-
rounding cities, the Ambassador
held a press conference with the
Armenian-American community
media, met with the editorial
board at the Los Angeles Times,
and was interviewed for articles
in the Glendale News Press and
the Pasadena Star News. Com-
mentary by the Ambassador was
also carried on KNX-AM radio
following a press conference at
the Los Angeles World Affairs
Council.

In Fresno, local television and
radio stations and Associated
Press questioned the Ambassa-
dor at a press conference at the
airport. Later in the day, the
Ambassador was interviewed by
Channel 13 and appeared live on
the 6:00 p.m. news on Channel
30. Members of the editorial
board of the Fresno Bee also
met with the Ambassador and
Bee reporter John Cramer, who
had travelled to Nagoinb-Kara-.
bagh earlier this year, covered
several events that the Ambassa-
dor attended.

In San Franciso, the Ambassa-
dor met with the editorial board
of the San Francisco Chronicle
and talked about the prospects
for peace in Nagomo-Karabagh
as well as the impact of the con-
flict on the entire Transcaucasus
region. The Ambassador also

Ambassador addr~sed the eco-
nomic opportunities for invest-
ment in Armenia to the World
FOfUm of Silicon Valley. The
speech was videotaped for later
airing on public television. -A
similar speech which the Am-
bassador delivered to the Com-
monwealth Club in San Francis-
co was also taped for later airing
on a radio program sponsored by
the Club. .
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Ambassador Rouben Shugarian discusses the eco- left: Charles Janigian, Ambassador Shugarian,
nomic and investment opportunities in Armenia at Nancy Szymanski of the World Forum, Papken
the May 20 Silicon Valley World Forum. From Der Torosian and Father Vazken Movsesian.

Ambassador Shugarian addresses an audience of over 400 people at
San Francisco banquet. (Photos by Hrair Eulmessekian)
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On three separate weekends in March,
the CSU Fresno Annenian Studies Pro-
gram sponsored a three unit course on
Annenian Miniature Painting covering
painting in Annenia from the 6th to the
17th century. Each weekend covered a
distinct period in Annenian miniature
and manuscript painting. The instruc-
tor for the course was Dr. Dickran
Kouymjian, Haig and Isabel Berberian
Professor of Annenian Studies at CSU
Fresno. Attending the classes were
CSU Fresno students as well as many
members of the Fresno community.

The ftrst weekend of the course
started with an overview of pre-Chris-
tian Art and the origins and develop- .
ment of Christian Art and iconography
up to and including the 6th century A.D.
In referring to these fonnative years in I

Annenian Art, Kouymjian stated that r
"for many centuries, Annenian paint-
ing was characterized almost exclu-
sively by illustrations in Armenian
books,especially religious texts." In
fact there presently exists over 30,000
preserved manuscripts most of which
are illustrated though a majority are
"late manuscripts" , that is, manuscripts
after the 16th century. Kouymjian fur-I
ther added "many of these illustrated
texts contain more than one illustration
and most depict Christian scenes." :
Greek, Latin, Syriac, as well as Anne- .
nian manuscripts emphasize the four
synoptic gospels: Matthew, Mark, Like,
and John. These are de~ed accounts
of the life of Jesus Christ.

--"-'

.tianity iruly flourished in the
fourth century A.D. after Roman perse-
cution stopped." stated Kouymjian. It
was then that the Edict of Toleration
was issued and the monastic movemen~
came about. At the time, 313 A.D.,
~ganism ended and Christian art had
truly taken a foothold in enclaves and
communities. Beginning with Chris-
tian stone mosaics and frescoes in the
church sanctuaries, various styles of
painting emerged. ''The patrons with
money, the rich citizens, were the ones

. l ftnancing many of the manuscripts in
this period," said Kouymjian, and sev-
eral examples also sh()wed that often
the patron would also· appear in· the
manuscript, perhaps in several scenes
or places.

The artists of the manuscripts were
for the most part anonymous members ..
of the clergy, typically priests, ormonks,
who inevitably became "scribes". Dat-
ing of the manuscripts ismade easier by
analyzing the infonnation left by the
scribes. Often the date would be indi-
cated, however if not, dating could be
secured by locating the name of the
Catholicos or ruler, or identifying the
scribe or artist. Ifnone of the aforemen-
tioned are present, analysis of the script
and style of art will be necessary to
detennine the date.

A variety of media were employed
from the third to the eighth century, the
earliest being papyrus. This medium
was invented in Egypt, and is made of
reeds. Today, only a few papyri exist
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One of the oldest kIlown Al"menian
manuscripts isthe Etchtniadzin Gospel.
Etcbmiadzin, where that manuscript is
located today, is characterized by
Kouymjian as being "the Vatican of the
AImenian Church with the Catholicos
serving as the religious spiritmV-leader,
much like a pope". This late tenth
century manuscript has four distinct
parts in tenns of its artistic qualities.
The first are the Final Four Miniatures,
which as the name suggests are the
paintings attached at the end of the
Gospel. The second part is the;binding
of the manuscript, which is known, by
dating, to be older than the manuscript
itself. The third part is the bulk of the

, text and the miniatures, and the fourth
, part are the many colorful marginal

illustrations which can be found
throughout.

The. oldest complete Annenian
Manuscript is an artistic creation of the
ninth century - the Queen MIke Gos-
pels. The Gospels can cWTently be
found in the library of the Mekhitarist
Brotherhood at San Lazzaro, Venice.

I The binder of the Gospel had even left
several flyleaves, or blank pages which
serve as a remembrance. The scribe had
also included several colophons, or
memorials in the Gospel. Each of the
four Evangelists uniquely receives a
full page drawing within this Gospel.

The oldest illustrated Christian Gos-
pel manuscript surviving today is_the

DATE June 10, 1992
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Rabulla Gospels of 586. This Syriac
manuscript is completely intact and
properly dated. ''This is one of the most
notable and studied works of the sixth
century>'statedKouymjian.ltwaswrit-·
ten in Syriac and portrays the Four
Evangelists, typically in pairs. Wall
paintings of catacombs and crosses also
served as evidence of fifth - sixth cen-. .

tury art.

An indexing system; kRown as the
canon tables, was perfected by Bishop
Eusebius of Palestine. Used avidly by
Annenians most notably in the MIke
Gospel, and othe Etchmiadzin Gospel,
the decorative Canon Tables with their
arches and columns became a useful
system for locating the various sections
of the four Gospels. The two page letter
of Eusebius was also usually included
along with the Canon Tables.

Annenian Manuscript painting once
again flourished, this time in the 13th
century, hallmarked by the distinguished
accomplishments of artist Toros Roslin.
Roslin headed the scriptorium at the
Catholicossal See ofHromkIa. A scribe
as well as an artist, Roslin had a distinct
style characterized by detaile<,l'back-
grounds and vivid yet smooth colors.
The use of gold leaf in the borders and
~rich paleueare characteristic of Roslin.
Unfortunately,Qnly seven of his signed
manu&cripts Ilave

o
survived.

The seventeenth century denotes the
decline inmatluscript painting as book"
printing had already begun early in the
sixteenth century. Western 'influences
via inte~tional trade resulted in dif-
ferential stylidg modeled after Euro-
pean painting. Different' media were
also available such as larger ~els and
canvas.' .

Annenian manuscript illumination,
one of the oldest art forms, spans more,t '.

~. than a millenium. Thousands of manu-
scripts are in existence and can ~ seen
at institutions such as U.CL.A., the 0

Madenataran in Yerevan, and some can
even be seen in Fresno. ThiS special andl'
unique opportunity to study Armenian
Minianu.:: Painting was one well3pprel
cialed by those who were fortunate
eoo!lgh to be enrolled in the course.
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SUBJECT Kalfayan Chairs A.S. Directors

. Soldier Sam Kalfayan
Europe, WWII

Kalfayan
Chairs A.S.

o \

Directors \
by Sevag Yaralian

FRESNO --During the las~
years, gentleman and
philanthropist Sarkis "Sam"
Kalfayan has been diligently

."working towards making the
Armenian Studies program
at Fresno State a financially
sound center of learning,
unencumbered by state
budget woes now plaguing
the California State Univer-

PAGE 1 of 2

Kalfayan _
Continued from page 1

sity system.
His recent bequest of half

million dollars is the single
largest donation to the
Armenian Studies Program
at Fresno State, which has
been renamed the Sarkis
and Meline Kalfayan Arme-
nian Studies Center in their
honor.

Now serving as Chair of
the Board of Directors,
Kalfayan and others on the
Board were quick to in-
tercede during the last
rounds of budget cuts which
threatened to eliminate the
program's one non-tenured
teaching position. This
would have meant the abaI!-
donment ofmany of the core
classes now taught by
Barlow Der Mugerdichian.

However, Kalfayan is
quick to point out that "the
Board really has no teeth. It
serves only in an advisory
capacity, but its members
(with many generous gifts
from interested donors) may
contribute financially. And
so that's what we did."
Kalfayan became a

benefactorof the Program.
four years ago when he
heard Dr. Kouymjian
speak at a function spon-
sored by the Knights of
Vartan. He spoke to Dr.
Kouymjian about donating a
substantial amount of
money which was later
realized as an initial $50,000
gift to the Haig and Isabel
Berberian Chair sponsored
largely by Dr. and Mrs. Ar-

nold Gazarian. The be quest
of half a million dollars soon
followed. (with additional
sporadic- donatiqns) and will
be made available to Fresno
State ~fit Of Ka1fayal1'sestate
after he and his wife pass on.

Sam has a
genuine concern

for the
generations here
in the u.S. who
are moving away

from their
ethnicity.

Kalfayan is a alumnus of
Fresno State, graduating in
1950 as an economist, then
attending Berkeley where he
received a masters of science
degree in agricultural
economics. His first job
subsequently was as an
economist and statistician
for the California raisin in-
dustry under Sox Setrakian.

He came to the United
States in 1921 with his
mother, after his family fled
to Cairo to escape the 1914
massacres by the Turks. In
1926 they came to CalifOrnia
where his new stepfather
was unexpectedly stricken
with polio, which forced Sam
to work during high school
to support the family on
$300 a year. During World
War II,Kalfayan volunteered
for the armed services,
because he felt he "owed the
country that saved me."
Speaking five languages, he
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was assigned as General Pat- struck. I married her soon
ton's interpreter throughout - after and hav€beeii liappy
the war, but he never had to ever since."
perform his duty because In 1955 Kalfayan was
"Patton never stayed in one hired as economic planning
place long enough to do any consultant for Fresno. In
talking." Kalfayan was one 1960 he applied for the
of the Third Army men who Assistant City Manager's
fought in Ardennes at the position. He was refused.
Battle of t:p.eBulge. While Kalfayan quit his job at
under Patton's command, Fresno City Hall. attended
Kalfayan was court martial- USC at nights, working as
ed twice, once for sneaking Assistant City Manager at
into Paris without leave to Manhattan Beach (CA)dur-
barter GI-issued dried fruit ing the days. He earned his
and Cigarettes for a few bot- master of public administra-
tIes of Chanel perfume for tion degree. For the next 15
his wife. Ironically, at his years he managed several
discharge in Dec. 1945 he cities throughout Riverside
was awarded the Good Con- County and invested in real
duct Medal. When the war estate which accounts for
ended in May 1945, the bulk of his wealth.
Kalfayan was transferred to Sam now turns his
Berlin as Finance In- energies into preserving
telligence and Liaison officer the Armenian language
under Gen. Eisenhower in and heritage. He has a ge-
Supreme Headquarters nuine concern for the
American Expeditionary generations here in the U.S.
Forces (SHAEF). who are moving away from

Returning to the states, their ethnicity. The endow-
Kalfayan was devastated at ment is largely in part to stay
the unexpected death of his this movement away from
first wife. He recalls: "I was Armenianism and also to
sitting alone in the funeral foster a strong exchange pro-
home crying over her, and I gram between students in
remember the yeretsgin (the Armenia and Fresno.
priest's wife) came in and Kalfayan flew to Moscow
saw me and then left. A few with Dr. Haak (then presi-
months later when I was at- dent ofCSUF)to be his inter-
tending Fresno State she preter in Armenia in 1990.
begged me to drive her to Due to transportation dif-
LosAngeles. I had no money ficulties Kalfayan flew to
to drive her, butI felt asham- Yerevan alone under Dr.
ed. So Iborrowed money. We Haak's instructions and con-
drove up to a house in Los summated the contract es-
Angeleswhere she asked me tablishing the student ex-
to knock on the front door. change program between
There was Meline standing CSUF and Yerevan
in the doorway. and I was University.

..
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Armenian Studies Lists Fall '93 Offerings
FRESNO -- 10pics classes

in Armenian Film. Armen-
ian Cooking and Armenia
Today are included in the

Fall 1993 offerings of the
CSU Fresno Armenian
Studies program. Informa-
tion regarding the classes

may be obtained by writing
the Armenian Studies
Program, CSU Fresno,
Fresno, CA 93740.

Fall Schedule
Course Units Time Instructor
General Education
Arm S 10 Intro to Arm Studies 3 0945-1100 TTH D. Kouymjian
Arm S 10 Intra to Arm Studies 3 1010-1100 MWF B. Der Mugrdechian
Arm S 10 Intra to Arm Studies 3 1245-1400 TTH D. Kouymjian
Arm S 20 Arts of Armenia 3 1110-1225 TTH D. Kouymjian
Upper Division Courses
Arm S 108A Arm History 3 0910-1000 MWF B. Der Mugrdechian
Arm S 120T Armenian Film 3 1810-2100 TH D. Kouymjian
Arm S 120T Armenia Today 1 1610-2200 Oct. 8 B. Der Mugrdechian

0900-1700 Oct. 9. r' Arm S 120T Armenian Cooking 1 1610-2200 Oct. 29 B. Der Mugrdechian
0900-1700 Oct. 30'.L Geoera. Educatioo-D! •. 7

Arm lA Elem Armenian 4 1110-1200 MTWF B. Der Mugrdechian
Arm 2A Intermed Arm 4 1310-1400 MTWF B. Der Mugrdechian
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Ekizian's uDavid of Sassoun" Receives Premiere
SAN FRANCISCO - Due to'

the overwhelming success of the
recent world premiere of the con·
cert version of Michelle Ekizian's
chamber opera "David of Sas-
soun" by the' San Francisco Con-
temporary Music Player£' the
work has just been nominated
for this year's Pulitzer Prize in
Music.

The award, given annually by
Columbia University for a distin-
guished composition premiered
during the year of the prize, will
be determined in late April.
Commissioned by the National
Endowment for the Arts, "David
of Sassoun" received its concert
premiere on February 8, 1993 at
San Francisco's War Memorial
Veterans Building.

An intricately crafted musical
portrayal of a section frem the
ancient Armenian epic of the
same name, Ekizian's "David of
Sassoun" is a parable for our
time's post-communist struggle
for national identities. The
work is bound with a high im-
pact drama that is exhilarating
from beginning to end. Through-
out the work, Ms. Ekizian
weaves in her own adaptation of
an old Armenian folk song, "Oh
Wind," to suggest that the desire
for freedom and independence is
as natural to the Armenian peo-
ple as is the wind to the Armen-
ian highlands.

The premiere was met enthu- .
siastically by a full capacity
audience including a portion of
San Francisco's Armenian com-
munity with a sizeable represen-
tation from the Knights of Var-
tan.

Also attending was one of Ar-
menia's f~emost composers, Pro-

At the Concort premiere of "David of Sassoun" from left: Dickran
Kuymjian, Barbara Ann Sulahian Martin, composer and director of
the Gomidas Conservatory of Music of Yerevan, Armenia, composer
Michelle Ekizian, and singer Maro Partamian.

fessor Tigran Mansurian, director Performing the female vocal
of the Gomidas Conservatory at parts with verve and finesse were
Yerevan. On hand for the pre-two long time' collaborators of
concert discussion and providing. Ms. Ekizian's: the mezzo-sopra-
insightful commentary on Ar- no Maro Partamian as the wise
menia's national epic, was Profes- old widow and soprano Barbara
sor Dickran- Kouymjian, Chair- Ann Sulahian Martin as Kourkigl
man of Armenian Studies at Cali- Jalaly (a flying horse).
fornia State University at Fresno The roles of David and ~ing
and eminent scholar of the "Da- Msrah Melik, performed with
vid of Sassoun" epic. equal in tensity, were portrayed

The concert's first half consis- respectively by two artists from
ted of instrumental chamber the San Francisco Opera: tenor
works by Aaron Copland and Richard Walker and Baritone
Art Jarvinen conducted by the Hector Vasquez. The concert
San Francisco Contemporary was taped for broadcast by
Music Players' music director Public Radio.
Stephen L. Mosko. Plans for expansion of the

For the second half of the chamber opera into a full even-
program, four vocal soloists ing length work are already un-
joined Maestro Mosko and the derway, as are negotiations for
. virtuoso instrulllentalists of the performances of the existing ver-
SFCMP for a dazzling rendition sion with American, European
of "David of Sassoun." and Russism ensembles.
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.
President Gregorian of Brown
Will Keynote GSUF Annual
Annenian Studies Banquet

FRESNO u Dr. Vartan
Gregorian, president of
Brown University, will be
the keynote speaker at the
eighth annual CSUFresno
Armenian Studies Pro-
gram Banquet Friday,
Sept. 10th.

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian,
Haig and Isabel Berberian
Professor of Armenian
Studies at CSUF, an-

nounced Gregorian's visit.
Members of the Advisory
Board of the Kalfayan
Center for Armenian
Studies, under the leader-
ship of Sarkis Kalfayan,
are planning an exciting
evening.

Gregorian became the
16th president of Brown
in January 1989 following

---- - ---
a successful tenure as head
of the New York Public
Library.

He received his Ph.D
degree from Stanford
University in history and
humanities. He has taught at
numerous universities
across the United States. He
served as professor history
and Tarzian Professor Arme-
nian and Caucasian History
and professor ofSouth Asian
history at the University of
Pennsylvania. In 1974 he
became the first dean of the
faculty of arts and sciences
and in 1978 the university's
23rd provost and chief
academic officer.

Gregorian assumed the
presidency of the Library in
1981 and for the next eight
years, under the aegis of the
trustees and the chairman of
the board, and in partner-
ship with the City and State
ofNewYork, he directed the
rebuilding and restoring of
the library, ushering in
numerous cultural and
educational programs, major
preservation, automation
and publication projects,
and bringing about a suc-
cessful completion of a $326
million campaign for the
library.

During his tenure at the
library, Gregorian was nam-
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Dr. Vartan Gregorian

ed University Professor of
History at the NewSchool for
Social Research and pro-
fessor of history and Near
Eastern Studies at NewYork
University (1984-1989).

Gregorian has received
more than 30 honorary
degrees and has been
decorated by the French,
Italian, and Austrian govern-
ments and honored by
several U.S. cities and states.
In 1986 Dr. Gregorian was
awarded the Ellis Island
Medal of Honor and in 1989
the American Academy and
Institute ofArts and Letter's
Gold Medal for Service to the
Arts.

For information on the
dinner call the Armenian
Studies Program at (209)
278-2669.
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SUBJECT"· Gregorian to Speak at ASP Banquet

AROUND THE VALLEY

Annenian studies banquet speaker
; Brown University President Vartan Gregorian
will be the k6ynote speaker Sept. 10 at the eighth
annual banquet of Fresno State University's Ar- •

, menian ,Studies program.
Gregorian received a doctorate in history and hu-

manities from Stanford University and haS taught
at numerous universities across the country.

Details: 278-2669.

..
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Dr. Vartan Gregorian, who will give a lecture in Fresno on September 10.
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Vartan Gregorian to Speak at CSU
'l 'Armenian Studies Program Banquet

/

Dr. Vartan Gregorian, Presi-
dent. of Brown University, will
be" the keynote speaker at the
eighth annual banquet of the
CSU Fresno Armenian Studies
Program, on Friday, September
10.

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Haig
and Isabel Berberian Professor of
Armenian Studies at CSUF made
the announcement of the visit of
the prominent guest. Members of
the Advisory Board of the Kalfa-
yan Center for Armenian Stu-
dies, under chairman Sarkis Kal-

. fayan, are responsible for the
arrangements.

Vartan Gregorian became the
sixteenth President of Brown
University in January of 1989,
following a successful tenure as
head of the New York Public
Library.

He received his Ph.D. from
Stariford University in history
and humanities. He has taught at
various universities across the
United States and later was pro-
fessor of history and Tarzian Pro-
fessor of Armenian and Cauca-
sian History and professor of
South Asian history at the
University of Pennsylvania. In
1974 he became the first dean of
the faculty of arts and sciences

and in 1978 the university's
twenty-third provost and chief
academic officer. '

Dr. Gregorian assumed the
presidency of the 'Library in 1981
and for the next eight years,
under the aegis of the trustees
and the chairman of the board,
and in partnership with the city
and state of New York, he over-
saw the process of rebuilding and
restoring the library, ushering in
numerous cultural and educa-
tional programs, major preserva-.
tion, automation and publication
projects, and successfully com-
pleting a $326 million 'fund-
raising campaign for the library.

Gregorian has received more
than thirty honorary degrees and
has been decorated by the
French, Italian, and Austrian
governments and honored by
several U.S. cities and states. In
1986 Dr. Gregorian was award-
ed the Ellis Island Medal of
Honor and in 1989 the American
Academy and Institute of Arts
and Letter's Gold Medal for Ser-
vice to the Arts.

Author of The Emergence of
Modem Afghanistan, Gregorian
has written extensively on
various aspects of Armenian
history and culture.
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Dr. Vartan Gregorian, who will give a lecture in Fresno on September 10.
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Vartan Gregorian to Speak at CSU
Armenian Studies Program Banquet

; ;

Dr. Vartan Gregorian, Presi-
dent of Brown University, will
be:":the keynote speaker at the
eighth annual banquet of the
CSU Fresno Armenian Studies
Program, on Friday, September
10.

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Haig
and Isabel Berberian Professor of
Armenian Studies at CSUF made
the announcement of the visit of
the prominent guest. Members of
the Advisory Board of the Kalfa-
yan Center for Armenian Stu-
dies, under chairman Sarkis Kal-

,fayan, are responsible for the
arrangements.

Vartan Gregorian became the
sixteenth President of Brown
University in.January of 1989,
following a successful tenure as
head of the New York Public
Library.

He received his Ph.D. from
Stanford University in history
and humanities. He has taught at
various universities across the
United States and later was pro-
fessor of history and Tarzian Pro-
fessor of Armenian and Cauca-
sian History and professor of
South Asian history at the
University of Pennsylvania. In
1974 he became the first dean of
the faculty of arts and sciences

and in 1978 the university's
twenty-third provost and chief
academic officer.

Dr. Gregorian asswned the
presidency of the Library·in 1981
and for the next eight years,
under the aegis· of the trustees
and the chairman of the board,
and in partnership with the city
and state of New York, he over-
saw the process of rebuilding and
restoring the library, ushering in
nwnerous cultural and educa-
tional programs, major preserva-
tion, automation and publication
projects, and successfully com-
pleting a $326 million fund-
raising campaign for the library.

Gregorian has received more
than thirty honorary degrees and
has been decorated by the
French, Italian, and Austrian
governments and honored by
several U.S. cities and states. In
1986 Dr. Gregorian was award-
ed the Ellis Island Medal of
Honor and in 1989 the American
Academy and Institute of Arts
and Letter's Gold Medal for Ser-
vice to the Arts.

Author of The Emergence of
Modem Afghanistan, Gregorian
has written extensively on
various aspects of Armenian
history and culture.
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Dr. V~rtan Gregorian
FRESNO - Dr. Vartin Gre- fayan Center. for Armenian Stu-

gorian, President of Brown Uni- dies, under the leadership of
versity, will be the keynote spea- Chairman Sarki~ Kalfayan, are
ker at the eighth annual banquet planning an' exciting evening.
of the CSU Fresno Armenian Vartan Gregorian became the
Studies Program on Friday, sixteenth President of Brown
September 10, 1993. University in January of 1989

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Haig following a successful tenure as
and Isabel Berberian Professor of head of the New York Public Li-
Armenian Studies at CSUF made brary.
the announcement of the visit of He received his Ph.D. from
the prominent guest. Members Stanford University in. history
of the Advisory Board of the Kal- and humanities. He has taught

is Keynote Speaker in Fresno
at numerous universities across
the United States. He later be-
came professor of South Asian
history at the University of
Pennsylvania. -

Dr. Gregoriait assumed the
presidency of the NY-Library in
1981 and for the next eight
years, under the aegis of the trus-
tees and the chairman of the
b,oard, and in partnership with
the City and state of New York,
he oversaw the process ·of re-, 1

building and restoring the library,
ushering in numerous cultural
and educational programs, major
preservation, automation and'
pUblication projects, and bring-
ing about a successful comple-
tion of a $326 million campaign
for the library.

Gregorian has receivec) more
than thirty honorary degrees and
has' been decorated by the
French, Italian, a,.,d Austrian
governments and honored by
several U.S. cities and states. In
1986 Dr. Gregorian was awarded
the Ellis Island Medal of Honor
and in 1989 the American Aca-'
demy and Institute of Arts and
Letter's Gold Medal for Service
to the Arts.

Author of "The Emergence
of Modern Mghanistan," Gre-
gorian has written extensively on
various aspects of Armenian his-
tory and culture.

For information please cal1
the Armenian Program at (209)
278-2669.
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San Joaquin Valley Armenian-'Comrflunity
Donates More than $15,000 to Aid Embassy

FRESNO - Over $15,000 were
raised. to assist the Embassy of
A~enia in Washington, D.C.,
during the recent Fresno visit of
Armenian Ambassador Rouben
Shugarian: The Armenian Com-

munity Council of the San Joaquin
Valley coordinated a successful
dinner and reception on May 19 at-
tended by aver 250 guests.

Earlier in the day, Snugaril!.n
C-ontinued on Page .~

SHUGARiAN WELCOMED TO SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY - Ambassador Rouben' ..
Shugarian (fourth from left), with the executive body of the Armenian Com- '
munity Council, from left: Richard Darmanian, co-Chairman, Bob Der
Mugrdechian, Treasurer; Barlow Der Mugrdechiah, co-Chairman, Fr. Var-
tan Kasparian, AdVisor, and Allan Y. Jendian, Secretary.
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met with a gro~p of Armenian
leaders to discuss the current and
future plans of the Embassy and
the financial obligations that need
to be met.

At the dinner, Fresno Mayor Jim
Patterson presented the envoy with
the keys to the city. Guests
responded to the needs of the Em-
bassy by making donation and

( pledges.
During his one-day in Fresno,

the Armenian Ambassador had a
busy schedule, meeting with the
Fresno Bee newspaper editorial
board and reporters, business
leaders, and members of the
Armenian-American community.

The Ambassador addressed a
noon business luncheon co-spon-

sored by the Armenian Community
. Council, the International Business
Committee of the Fresno County
Chamber of Commerce, and the
University Business Center' of
CSU Fresno. Many rrominent
community busines'~ leaqers at-
'tended theluncheon, which was an
introduction to Armenia and ho\'.
to conduct business there.

Later that afternoon, the Arme-
nian Studies Program and the In-
ternational Programs Office of
CSUF sponsored a reception for
Ambassador Shugarian, where
faculty and staff met with the-'
delegation from Washington,
which included Deputy Chief of
Mission Garnik Nanagulian and
Press Secretary Carole Kara-
bashian.

2 of 2
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..
San .Jo~quinCommuoity
Donates to Embassy

The members of the Executive Body of the Armeniaritommunity Council of San Joaquin Valley and Fresno

Over $15,000 in cash and pledges were
raised to assist the Embassy of Armenia
in Washington, during the Fresno visit of
Ambassador to the United States of the
Republic of Armenia Rouben Shugarian.
The Armenian Community Council of the
San Joaquin Valley coordinated a suc-
cessful dinner and reception on May 19 at-
tended by over 250 guests. The Fresno visit
was the Amt>as3ador's first visit to the

oldest Armenian comIl!unity in
California.

Ambassador Shugarian was the keynote
speaker at the dinner, where attendees
generously responded to the needs of the
Embassy in Washington, by making dona-
tion and pledges. Earlier in the day Am-
bassador Shugarian met with a group of
Armenian leaders to discuss the current
and future plans of the Embassy and the

- financial obligations in need to be met.
At the dinner, Fresno City Mayor Jim

Patterson presented Ambassador
Shugarian with the keys to the city of
Fresno. The Armenia community of the
San Joaquin Valley responded warmly to
the delegation from Washington, which
included Deputy Chief of Mission Garnik
Nanagulian and Press Secretary Carole
Karabashian.



Vartan Gregorian to
Speak at Ba';,quet of
Armenian StuJieg
FRESNO, CA - Dr. Vartan

Gregorian, President of Brown
University, will be the keynote
speaker at the eighth annual
banquet of the CSU Fresno
Armenian Studies Program, on
Friday, September 10, 1993.

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian,
Haig and Isabel Berberian
Professor of Armeni'.n Studies
at CSUF, made the a:mounce-
ment of the visit of the promi-
neni gl!est. Members of the
Advisory Boa:'d of the Kalfa-
yan Center for Armenian Stud-
ies, under the leadership of
Chairman Sarkis Kalfayan, are
planning an exciting evening.

Vartan Gregorian became
the sixteenth President of
Brown Un~versity in January of
1989 following a successful
tenure as head of tile New
York Public Library.

He received his Ph.D. froIn
Stanford University in history
and humanitie,. I~ehas taught

· at numerous ur·iversities across
· the United States. !-Ie later
· became professor of history
and Tarzian Professor of Ar-
menian and CaucasianJ-listory
and professor of South Asian
History at the University of
Pennsyivania. In 1974 he be-
came the first dean of the Fac-
ulty of Arts and Sciences and
in 1978 the university's twen-
ty-third provost and chief aca-
demic officer.

Dr. Gregorian assumed the
presidency of the Library in
1981 and for the next eight

FRESNO

years, under the aegis of the
trustees and the chairman of.

· the board, and in partnership
with the City and State of New

·York, he overs:nv the process
of rebuilding and r~storing the

. library, ushering in numerous
cultural and educational pro-
grams, major preservation,
automation and publication

'projects, and bringing about a
successful _completion .of a·
$326 million campaign for the

· library.
During his tenure at the.

library, Gregorian was named
University Professor of History, .

I at the New School for Social
Research and professor· of

· history and Near Eastern Stud::
ies at New York University
(1984-1989). He also served on

'the board of numerous civic
and non-profit associations,
organizations, and institutions ..

Gregorian has received
more than thirty honorary de-
grees; has been decorated by
the French, Italian, and Austri-
an governments and honored
by several U.S. cities and
states. In 1986 Dr. Gregorian
was awarded the Ellis Island
Medal of Honor and in 1989
the American Academy and
Institute of Arts and Letters'
Gold Medal for Service ,to the
Arts.

Author of The Emerg~nce ~.

of Modern Afghan:l.stan, Gre-
gorian has written extensively
on various aspects of Armenian
history and culture.

For information .on the
dirmer please contact the Ar-
menian Studies Program at
(209)278-2669. .
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Shugarian Visits Armenian
Studies Program at CSUF
More than 80 guests were in attendance at
a special reception oii Wednesday, May
19, co-hosted by the Armenian Studies
Program and the Office of International
Programs of California State University,
Fresno in honor of the Ambassador of
Armenia to the United States, Rouben
Shugarian.

Professor Dickran Kouymjian, Haig
and Isabel Berberian Professor of Arme-
nian Studies at CSU Fresno· formally
welcomed Ambassador Shugarian and his
delegation to the campus. Dr. Kouymjian
outlined the Ambassador's mission to
Fresno which included a strong desire to
continue to expand educational ties bet-
ween Armenia and the United States. Dr.
Kouymjian presented the Ambassador
with a book containing the last two of
William Saroyan's plays, "Warsaw
Visitor and Tales from th Vienna Streets,"
mentioning the Ambassador's own strong
interest in American literature, especially
the works of Fresno native William
Saroyan.

Dr. Alex Gonzalez, Provost and Vice
President for Academic Affairs greeted
the honored guests on behalf of the
university and noted the close tie between
CSUF and Yerevan State University which
was formalized last year in an agreement
signed by CSUF President Dr. John Wel-
ty and YSU Rector Dr. Norair Arakelian.

Ambassador Shugarian, a graduate of
Yerevan State University expressed his

pleasure at the growing links between the
two universities. He stated that both
universities have much to offer each other,
both in terms of faculty and student ex-
change. The Ambassador looked t9 the
continuing relationship between Armenia
and the large Armenian community of the.
Central Valley. . .

Dr. Peter Klassen, Director of the In-.
ternational Programs Office and Dean of
the School of Social Sciences announced
that the university was making a special
commitment to Yerevan State Urnversity
by making a limited number of tuition
waivers available for qualified students.to
study in Fresno. This coming academic
year, one student has already been ac-
cepted for study at CSUF.

University faculty and administration
were joined by the AdvisoryBoard of the
Kalfayan Center for Armenian -Studies
and members of the Armenian Communi-
ty Council of the San Juaquin Valley.

The Ambassador, joined by Deputy
Chief of Mission Garnik NanagUlian Press
Secretary Carole Karabashian, was in
Fresno at the invitation of the Armenian
Community Council. The Chairman of
the Armenian Community Council is
Barlow Der Mugrdechian, who is also a
lecturer in the Annenian Studies Program
at CSUF.

The reception was held in the Gott-
schalk Gallery of the University Business
Center on the CSUF campus. •
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In the Works ... upcoming events at ALMA
'Nalter and Laurel Karabian
Collection / of Kutahya
Ceramics to Fresno -- Selected
scmp!es of the Karabian Kutahya
Collection will be on display in late
1993 at thc Fresno (CA) Art
Mu~cum. Qiskran Kouymjian, the
Haig Berberian Professor of
Armeruan Studies at California State
tJnlYersity at rresno, will curate the
CX!liblt as well as produce an
accompanying catalogue. The
exhibit will contain both Kutahya
and Jerusalem pottery pieccs.

Gregorian Collection of
Armenian Rugs -- ALMA will be
celebrating the contributions of
Arthur T. Gregorian with an exhihit
of the ALMA Gregorian Collection
of A1111enian Inscribed Rugs. This
exhihit, tentatively scheduled for
April 4 - September21, 1993, will

feature rugs representing every
genre of Armenian style. Mr.
Gregorian, a major force behind the
success of ALMA, has exhibited this
elaborate collection in musel1ms,
coiicges, and univcsitics acros~; the
United States and Eurupe

Horom: In the Shadow of
Arag3ts -- An Archaeological
Dig in Armenia -- Dr. Philip Kohl
of Wellesley College will bc
curating an exhibit of 30 Bronze
Age artifacts excavated from lhe
ancient site of Horom. ALMA will
host the exhibit from Fcbruary 28
through April 13, 1993. Dr. Kohl, a
veteran of several archaeological
digs in the fomler Soviet Union and
Armenia, will also cxhibit
photographs of the excavation sites
and will compile an accompanying
eata loguc.


