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Latin America News/Noticias en Latino America

Brazil: February
While a mission of the International
Monetary Fund was in Brazil,
President Luiz
Inacio da Silva
criticized the in-
ternational or-
B canizations’
ll cconomic poli-
cies for the de-
velopment of
third  world
countries. Lulasaid, “The IMF will
have to change its behavior,” on
February 16th. He added, “The
IMF can not have one single eco-
nomic recipe for the development
of poor countries, it is a tough fis-
cal adjustment, oftentimes it does
not allow countries to grow.” Lula
also stressed his efforts to stabilize
Brazil’s economy while attending
to the most needed areas like hun-
ger. Programs like “Hambre Cero”
"(No Hunger) donate food, installs
community kitchens and popular
restaurants in order to create new
jobs.
http://lanota.com/noticias/
index.php?id=7982&pais=br

Venezuela: Maich
Despite the negative propaganda
that the Venezuelan elite has
launched against the democrati-
cally elected President Hugo
Chavez, he continues to gain sup-
port from the people. Some of the
reasons majority of Venezuelans
support Chavez are: effective un-
employment policies, an education
program that allows 20,000 stu-
dents to attend universities, the
opening of 3 universities during his
5 years in power, free health care
for the needy, strengthened rela-
tions with China and India, imple-
mentation of a public transporta-
tion system, increase of low-in-
come housing and respect for the
decisions of the National Electoral
Committee (Consejo Nacional
%, Electoral). These
are only some ex-
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amples of the policies the elite

have called “the evil government of

Chavez.”
http://www.chilevive.cl/data/Npub/News/Sto-
ries/2004/02/11/10765074794.shtml

Haiti: March

The year 2004 marks 200 years of Hai-
tian independence. March 1: Aristide
is forced out of Haiti by US, but
friends of Aristide said he was ab-
ducted in interviews with US televi-
sion and news agencies, he said he had
been the victim of a “coup d’etat.” He
said he had signed documents relin-
quishing power because of fears that
violence would erupt if he did not

comply with the demands of US
agents.

Meanwhile, corporate media
(and some “alternative media”)
continues to ignore significant aspects
of the situation like, US financial
support of the opposition, and
previous US involvement in the region
(including support of military

dictators, the freezing of over $500

million in international aid and loans,
and efforts to prevent the raising of the
minimum wage). Haiti is the poorest
country in the western hemisphere,
and has been used as a source of cheap
labor by companies like Disney,
Wal-Mart and K-Mart, who pay

workers as little as 11 cents per hour.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/
americas3524273.stm

Dominican Republic: January
The people take the streets in a mas-
sive collective strike against a politi-
cal economy featuring the neo-liberal
agenda and arrogance of President
Hipoélito Mejia. Unions, student and

women organizations, youth and po-
litical parties organized the strike and
took part to demonstrate their resis-
tance to the corrupt conservative gov-
ernment of the Dominican Republic.
Despite repression from the police
and military units the participants
made their stand and and completely
paralyzed the country. _
http://www.chilevive.cl/data/Npub/News/
Stories/2004/02/03/10758631184.shtml

California: February

Several students from The School of
Social Justice and Community De-
velopment (SSJCD) were detained,
harassed, and threatened
by members of The Oak-
land Police Task Force
during lunch. The stu-
dents were illegally
searched (one student was
publicly searched in his ==

bare genitals at least four times by
an officer), threatened with physical
violence, and repeatedly called
nigg*** by white officers. When
SSJCD teachers asked the officers
why their students were being de-
tained an officer stated sarcastically,
“under reasonable suspicions of be-
ing black.” When asked for their
badge numbers the officers laughed
and refused to give that information
to school staff. Over 5 carloads of of-
ficers drove around nervously and
subsequently released the students
without comment, explanation, or
apology.
http://www.indybay.org/police/

Mexico: March

El maiz, nuestra cultura sustentada en
el maiz y la diversidad de la vida que
representa, estan en peligro.
Detengamos esta marejada mortal:
On March 11, the Commission for
Environmental Cooperation, one of
the creator organizations of the
FTAA, will present a report about
transgenetic corn in Mexico, which
will be possible thanks to the civil
society. In response to this

presentation the Oaxaquefios, will

gather on March 10 for a public
forum open to dialogue, and analysis
of the situation to express their
position. “We want them to respect
this way of life, in harmony with
Mother Earth and continue weaving
with her our dreams of a better
future.” They are inviting all the
peoples, groups and organizations
and authorities of Oaxaca, Mexico
and other places of the world to
participate en this forum in which
they will articulate effort to stop the
major damage that authorities are
adopting, according to the law and na-
tional accords.

http.//arn.espora.org/article.pl?sid=04/02/
28/0131228&mode=thread
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The opinions expressed in this news magazine are not necessarily the opinions of the staff, management or
advertisers of La Palabra, but are solely the opinions of the author of the piece. The decision to run an article,
commentary, opinion, review, or any other content, including advertising, does not constitute an endorsement
by the individuals or companies involved in the production of the newspaper. La Palabra is a non-profit organi-

Invitamos a todos a expresar sus opiniones, comentarios, criticas a sumitir articulos, fechas y eventos para
nuestro calendario, o poemas para publicar (La Palabra reserva el derecho de editar y publicar aquellos articulos
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Los Estados Unidos: F ebruary
En su informe anual sobre

derechos humanos los Estados

Unidos centraron la atencion en sus
criticas a China, Corea del Norte,
Birmania y Cuba. También
condenaron las acciones del
gobierno ruso que —segun indica-
“intentan debilitar a la sociedad
civil.” El informe insitié que el
pais no comprometi6 los derechos
humanos para favorecer su
estrategia en la llamada guerra con-

tra el terrorismo.
http://news.bbe.co.uk/hi/spanish/
latin_america/newsid 3488000/
3488148.5tm

Puerto Rico: February

El vicepresidente de Estados
Unidos, Dick Cheney llegé a
Puerto Rico, estuvo 20 minutos y
se llevo més de $200mil pesos para
su campafia de re-eleccion.
Defendi6 con un discurso la inva-
sion y el masacre del pueblo iraqui.
No habl6 nada de su compaiiia
petrolera Halliburton que ha
recibido billones de délares cn

contratos desde la guerra con Iraq.
http.//pr.indymedia.or/

Costa Rica: February
The Pefias Blancas River used to

have an abundane of aquatic wild~

life, but in October 2003 sediment-
filled water released from the re-
cently build Pefias Blancas hydro-
electric dam asphyxiated thou-
sands of fish and shrimp. The dam,
managed by the Costa Rica Elec-
tricity Institute (ICE), changed the
lives of the people who live near
the river and depend on the income
from tourism fishing trips or the
b sale of fish and
shrimp for their live-

lihood.
http.//
wwwiticotimes.netnewsbriefs.htm

Cuba: March
The agricultural business has
started to chip away at the decades
of restrictions against trade and
“other business dealings with
Cuba. Since a 2000 trade bill, the
U S. Trade Sanctlons Reform and
~ B Export
¥ Enhancement
1 Act, allowed
{ the flow of
| some trade
[} with Cuba - on
| the condition
* that' President
Fidel Castro’s government pay
cash. Farm exports have
increased from a couple of million
dollars in 2001 to an expected

$230 million or more in 2003."

Hundreds of companies and

individuals have set up trade and

. other deals with Cuba, and the
¢ United States is now Cuba’s single
. largest source of imported food

and agricultural products. For
every $4 Cuba spends on food, $1
is going to U.S. growers or

producers.
http://'www.thestate.com/mld/thestate/
news/world/8078585. htm
http://www.cubadaily.com

Chile: March

Turbulent street protests and
physical confrontations inside the
parliament in Seoul were not
enough to prevent South Korea
from ratifying a free trade agree-
ment with Chile. Agricultural
groups and street activists turned

out by the thousands each time the -

pact came up for a vote, but were
unable to hold off its passage. The
success of the agreement signals
the beginning of the Chilean
government’s attempts to eco-
nomically integrate more exten-
sively with Asian countries. It is

the first agreement of its kind in
Korean history, but it may be the

first of many.
http://ladb.unm.edu/notisur/

Bolivia: February

Itis Carnaval time, but the struggle
continues. The Indigenous people
of Bolivia sent an agenda of action
to the local, national and interna*
tional communities to create a Con-

tinental Social Coalition against the

FTAA (Free Trade Area of the
Americas), the IMF, and other
transnationals. This year the
struggle against the FTAA is

 greater in every country, as people

mobilize in their own efforts to stop
neoliberalism from eliminating
their autonomy. This movement is
planning to take action starting
March. It expects to unite all
peoples from Latin America in a
single struggle against free trade.
http:bolivia.indymedia. 0rg/es/2004/02/
6974.shtml

compiled by Vanessa Avila and
Sandra Orozco

W

Profession?

ALL WELCOME!

Interested in Law School or in a job in the Legal

If so, come to La Raza Pre-Law Student Association meetings and
find out about available resources.

La Raza Pre-Law Student Association meetings held
Monday at 6:00 p.m. in 2116 Hart Hall
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Fuerza Inmortal

Monument inaugurated
to honor the civilian
victims of the civil war in
El Salvador.

By Cynthia M. Funes

¥l

On December 6, 2003 a monument
which chronicles truth and history was in-
augurated in Cuscatlan Park, San Salva-
dor. For years, members of “el Comité
Pro Monumento a las Victimas de
Violaciones a los Derechos Humanos”
(Committee Pro Monument for Victims of
Violations to their Human Rights) have
been diligently striving for a tangible rep-
resentation in honor and memory of the
thousands of civilian lives lost during the
devastating Salvadoran Civil War of the
1980’s. The recent erection of this impor-
tant landmark is not only a victory for the
committee, who has strived for six long
years in this endeavor, but also serves as
an observable reminder of what can be ac-
complished through organization and ac-

tivism.

The names of thousands of
men, women, and children from

lﬂ Wé’lﬂ ihace la fuerza!

all sectors of Salvadoran society can be
found on the 85 meter black mural. They
are engraved upon granite as a testimony of
an epoch in history which can be looked
back upon as a time of overwhelming cor-
ruption, death and the infancy of a struggle
which continues to this day. We must now
look upon this time of corrupt governing as
a stepping-stone towards fundamental
change. We must learn to leave this chapter
B¢ behind us but to never forget the devas-
tation suffered. A repetition of actions
of this caliber must be unacceptable.
The monument, above all else, can
be seen as the fruits of the labor of the

aware of the importance of uniting the
people, made unmeasured efforts over
the course of six arduous years. This
movement was a direct reaction to an
apathetic post-war government who had
yet to honor the recommendations made
by the “Commission of Truth” during
the signing of the “Acuerdos de Paz”
(Peace Agreement) in January 1992. As
always, it has been ordinary people, full
of conviction and commitment, who
have paved the path and assumed the
state’s unfinished obligation. In the face
of an indifferent government in the post-
war world, many societal advances can
be explained by the ripening of such
organizations as the committee as
well as the rise of progressive politi-
cal organizations such as the
Farabundo Marti para la Liberacién
Nacional (FMLN). Undoubtedly,
change can only be seen when ordi-
nary citizens merge in a united cause.

To visit the monument, itself, is
a somber experience. The toil of
many is engraved upon that stone,
physically dead or otherwise. Radi-
ating from the structure is not only [}

the essence of all whose names are carved

on its surface but also that of many others
whose names do not appear on the wall. As
Maria Julia Hernandez states, “For each
name written there, another three four or five
are represented.”

Through such a solid base, we can also
honor the thousands of missing persons and

men and women of the committee, who, ‘

1272

those who have never given up the search
for their loved ones. More than 25,000
names can be found on the monument, but
over 75 thousand were reported as missing -
persons since the dawn of the conflict. Also
honored by this structure are those who lost
their lives in the battle for justice.

~ “Aspace to hope, to continue dream-
ing and construct a just, human, and equal
society.” Those now eternal words are
carved upon the marble slab alongside the
names that immortalize innocence, de-
nounce repression, and show us true hero-
ism: those who died for justice, liberty, and
the desire for a better future, befitting and
truly democratic. “La Memoria y la
Verdad” (Memory and Truth) resurges to-
day to demand from us a new El Salvador,
and furthermore, a new way of life for hu-
manity. As Norma Guevara de Ramirios
says, “Ideas of egoism are ancient and in-
ferior to those of solidarity. The individual
action and isolation are also ancient and
inferior notions to organized and collective
action.”

These are fundamentals that every per-
son can internalize regardless of national
origin. As Chomsky says, “If the people in
the mountains of El Salvador could do it,
we can certainly do it right now”.

If you are interested in writing, E
layingout and getting involved in*
La Palabra come to the meetings?

’ Every

Thursday @ 6pm at Chicano
Studies (2nd floor Hart Hall)
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Fuerza Inmortal
Monumento inaugurado
en honor a las victimas
civiles de la guerra civil
salvadoreina.

Por Cynthia M. Funes

El 6 de diciembre del 2003 un
monumento que crénica la verdad y la
historia, fue inaugurado en el parque de
Cuscatlan, en San Salvador. Por afios,
miembros del “Comité Pro Monumento a
las Victimas de Violaciones a los Derechos
Humanos” se han estado esforzando

diligentemente para una representacion tan- -

gible en honor y memoria de las miles de
vidas civiles perdidas durante la
devastadora guerra civil salvadorefia de los

afios 80’s. La ereccidn reciente de esta sefial

importante no solamente es una victoria
para el comité, que ha estado esforzandose
por seis largos afios en este esfuerzo,
pero también sirve como un
recordatorio observable de lo que se
puede lograr con la organizacion y el
activismo. '

Los nombres de miles mujeres,
. hombres y nifios de todos los sectores
de la sociedad salvadoreiia, pueden ser
encontrados sobre la pader negra de 85
metros; son grabados sobre el granito
como un testimonio a una época que
puede ser vista a través de los afios
como un tiempo de corrupcion, muerte
y la infancia de una lucha que sigue.
Debemos considerar este tiempo de un
gobierno corrupto como un escalén al
cambio fundamental. Debemos aprender a
dejar este capitulo atras, pero nunca olvidar
la devastacion sufrida. Una repeticion de

acciones de este calibre no debe ser

Submit poetry, satire,
critical reviews/
articles, artwork,
chronicles, cartoons to
lapalabra@ibiblio.org
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aceptado.

Encima de todo, el monumento, puede
ser visto como los frutos del trabajo de los
hombres y mujeres del comité, quien,
sabiendo la importancia de unir a la gente,
hicieron esfuerzos inmedibles sobre el curso
de seis arduos afios para poder tener este
monumento. Esta organizacién era una
reaccion directa a un gobierno apético post-
guerra, que aun no han honrado las

recomendaciones hechas por “la Comision

de la Verdad” durante la firma de los
“Acuerdos de Paz” en enero de 1992. Como
siempre, ha sido la gente ordinaria, llena
de conviccidén y compromiso, quiénes han
ensefiado el camino y han asumido las
obligaciones incompletas de los estados.
Ante un gobierno indiferente en el mundo
post-guerra, muchos avances sociales
pueden ser explicados por la maduracién
de tales organizaciones como el comité, asi
como la subida de organizaciones
progresivas politicas como el frente

Farabundo Marti para la Liberacion
Nacional (FMLN). Indudablemente, el
cambio sdlo puede ser visto cuando los
ciudadanos ordinarios se juntan en una
causa unida.

Visitar el monumento, en si mismo, es

una experiencia sombria. El trabajo de-

muchos esta grabado sobre aquella piedra.
Radiante estructura no solamente es la
esencia de todos cuyos nombres grabados
sobre su superficie, sino también de muchos
otros que no aparecen en la pader. Cuando
declaro Maria Julia Hernandez, “Detras de
cada nombre alli escrito, otros tres, cuatro,
o cinco estan alli.”

Por una base tan sé6lida, podemos
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honrar también a los miles de desaparecidos
y aquellos que nunca han dejado la
busqueda para sus seres queridos. Mas de
25 mil nombres pueden ser encontrados
sobre el monumento, pero mas de 75 mil
fueron relatados como desaparecidos desde
el comienzo del conflicto. También honrado
por esta estructura son muchos nombres
ausentes de aquellos que perdieron sus
vidas en la batalla por la justicia.

' “Un espacio para la esperanza, para

seguir sofiando 'y construir una sociedad
mas justa, humana y equitativa.” Estas
palabras ahora eternas son grabadas sobre
la losa de marmol junto a los nombres que
inmortalizan la inocencia, denuncian la
represion, y nos muestran el heroismo
verdadero: aquellos que murieron para la
justicia, la libertad, y el deseo de un futuro
mejor, justo y realmente democratico. “La
Memoria y la Verdad” se levanta de nuevo
hoy para exigir de nosotros un nuevo El Sal-
vador, y ademas, un nuevo modo de vivir
para la humanidad. Cuando, dijo Norma

Guevara de Ramirios, “las ideas del

egoismo son antiguas e inferiores a aquellos
de la solidaridad. La accién individual y el
aislamiento son también nociones antiguas
e inferiores a la accién organizada y
colectiva.” Estos son fundamentos que cada
persona puede interiorizar sin tomar en
cuenta el origen nacional. Cuando dijo
Chomsky, “Si la gente en las montafias de
El Salvador pudo hacerlo, _
podemos hacerlo seguramente /.

ahora mismo”. f i

{. , :
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SB 1160: Common Questions & Answers

Problem: California law prevents millions
of motorists from being properly trained,
tested and insured. This results from the
requirement that all driver’s license
applicants provide a valid social security
number (SSN) and proof of lawful
presence in the U.S. These licensing
requirements force millions of people to
drive unlicensed and uninsured,
undermining the Department of Motor
Vehicle’s (DMV) mission to ensure public
safety and limiting law enforcement’s
ability to effectively perform its duty.

3 3k ok 3k ok 3k 3k ok 3k 3k s 3k ok ok ok ok sk 3k 3k 3k oK ok ok 3k ok ok 3k ok 3k k
Question: What are the current
immigration requirements to receive a
driver's license?

Providing licenses enables officers to identify
individuals during routine traffic stops and
investigative interviews—saving law
enforcement precious time and resources. SB
1160 will enhance cooperation between law
enforcement and local communities by
helping all residents.feel safe to come forward,
report crimes or accidents, and work with local
police to make our neighborhoods safer.

Q: Who does SB 1160 benefit?

A: All Californians benefit from increased
highway and public safety brought about by

. this legislation.

Q: Isn't getting a driver s license a privilege/
right? Why should we be giving a privilege/

Answer: Under current law, an applicant

must pr
ovide the DMV with: A Social Security
Number and Proof of Lawful Presence in
the United States.
Q: What are the other requirements needed
to obtain a California Drivers’ License?
A: Applicants must also pay an application
fee ($24), complete an application, provide
a thumb print, and have a picture taken.
Applicants must pass a vision exam, traffic
law exam, and driving test. If the applicant
has never been licensed, proof of financial
responsibility must be provided.
Q: Why are you carrying SB 1160?
A:Iam carrying SB 1160 in order to return
the DMV to its original mission of
ensuring public safety which is what all
of us have sworn to protect. ;
The DMV, founded in 1914, is
guided by a mission statement, which in
part reads: The DMV: “Enhances traffic
safety through driver licensing and perfor-
mance monitoring programs; protects the
public through the titling of vehicles and
the regulation of related industries.”
Other states have recognized this and are
making changes. An example is New
Mexico which recently allowed motorists
to submit aTaxpayer Identification
Number in lieu of a social security number
regardless of immigration status.
0: What does SB 1160 do?
A: First, it protects public safety on our
highways. Trained, tested, and insured
drivers enhance public safety for everyone.
Current law prevents many motorists from
receiving the proper training and testing
to be safe, licensed, and insured drivers.
By allowing all residents to apply for a
driver’s license and learn the rules of the
road, SB 1160 will improve highway
safety and protect the lives of all
Californians.

Second, it ensures that all drivers have

access to auto insurance, which will help
reduce insurance costs for all motorists.
Unlicensed drivers are unable to obtain
auto insurance and are more likely to pass
the costs associated with an accident onto
insured drivers.
Third, it makes our local
communities safer.

Lﬂ f\ﬂ£4&44 jhace la fuerza!

voter registration, or public benefits.” The
driver’s license is the primary method by which
we improve safety and ensure that all drivers
know the rules ofthe road. And it’s nothing new.
Until 1994, California issued licenses to all
drivers who passed basic, uniform competency
requirements without regard to immigration
status. For all but the last ten years, California
policy was based on making our roads as safe

. as possible. SB 1160 would return us to that

sensible policy.

Moreover, public benefits programs re-
quire additional immigration screens and re-
strictions. No public benefits can be issued
based on a license. The goals of this bill are to

7

right to people who are violating our
immigration laws?
A: This is about you and me and everyone else
in California being safe and secure on our
roads and in our communities. If we want to
talk about rights and privileges, then I believe
the people of California have a right to drive
on roads that are as safe as possible, and our
political leaders have a responsibility to do
what they can to achieve that goal. That’s what
SB 1160 does. It ensures that all drivers on
California roads are trained, know the rules
ofthe road, and have auto insurance. It allows
police officers’ to do their jobs better and
makes our communities more secure.
We have to deal with reality. We can pre-
tend that there are not millions of drivers in
California who are unlicensed, uninsured, and
untested on the rules of the road, or we can
confront that problem. SB 1160 will ensure that
all California drivers successfully meet the re-
quirements for safe driving on California roads.
Q: Will SB 1160 enable undocumented
immigrants to access government sérvices?
A: The drivers’ license has one primary
purpose. Since 1995, the following is printed
on the back of each license: “This license is
issued as a license to drive a motor vehicle; it
does not establish eligibility for employment,

improve highway safety, make sure California
motorists are insured, and improve safety and
security in our communities.

Q: Does a license help undocumented
immigrants get jobs?

A: No. Federal law requires all
employees to complete an 1-9 form. This form

requires documents that establish both identity

and legal employment eligibility (2 forms of
identification are needed). A drivers’ license
only establishes identity (not employment
eligibility). SB 1160 does not change this
requirement. :

Q: Will expanding drivers license privileges
lead to increases in identity theft?

A: On the contrary, it will give more people a
clear identification and make it harder for
identities to be stolen.

Q: What is the economic impact of SB 1160?
A: Owning and lawfully operating a car is key
to participating in our Economy. 91% of
farmworkers; 76% of maids; 69% of restaurant
cooks; 66% of gardeners; 64% of construction,
and 49% of janitors are immigrants.

SB 1160 promotes new economic activ-
ity by enabling workers to purchase cars and
goods easily while decreasing their dependence
on public transportation.

In addition, Californians without licenses
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or ID Cards cannot open bank accounts
or check books out of libraries. SB
1160 will provide immigrants with new
opportunities for saving and investing.
Q: What are the costs associated with
the current DMV policies?

A: Every year, the Department of
Motor Vehicles spends nearly $2
million to verify immigration
documents. During the current budget
crisis, there are greater needs for this
$2 million. SB 60 will help get the
Department of Motor Vehicles back to
its mission of ensuring public safety.
Q: How will this bill affect the Motor
Voter Law?

A: It will have no affect on the motor
voter law, nor will it allow non-
citizens to vote. The DMV is required
under Federal Motor Voter act to
supply voter information. When DMV
send out materials, they must ask
applicants if they wish to vote. If the
applicant answers yes, then DMV
gives them the necessary forms needed
to register. Then the DMV transmits
these forms to the register/recorder’s
office. DMV only captures whether
the person answered yes or no. They
do not capture any other information
nor do they process the application.
The form given by the DMV is the
same form as the Register/Recorder’s
office. The Register/Recorder’s office
then verifies all forms submitted.
DMV merely acts as a clearinghouse
for information.

Q: Does California honor foreign
drivers’ licenses?

A: In California; adult visitor can
drive with a foreign driver’s license.
In addition, they can also apply for a
temporary drivers’ license, valid for

- 90 days if the applicant has

successfully completed the application
and the related requirements (legal
presence, social security number, etc.)
If, however, the person establishes
residence or attempts to seek
employment, that applicant has ten
days to apply for a California Drivers’
License. Foreign Drivers’ licenses are
not valid forms of identification or
birth verification. Minors under 18
must apply for a Drivers’ License
within 30 days.

Q: How is SB 1160 different from past
efforts?

A: Many of the issues and solutions
are the same. SB 1160 will improve
public safety by ensuring that all
motorists are licensed, trained, and
insured. SB 1160 is supported by a
broad spectrum of groups and
individuals, from community leaders
to mayors to city councils to law
enforcement leaders. They support this
legislation because it’s a sensible way
to make our roads safer.

SAVE THE DATE!!
May 5", 2004 Million Student March
on the State Capitol



La propuesta SB1160: preguntas y respuestas

Cuestion: La ley de California impide a
millones de conductores de autos de ser
entrenados, probados y asegurados
apropiadamente. Esto es el resultado de los
requisitos para las personas que solicitan una
licencia de conducir, cuales son que
proporcionen un nimero de seguro social
valido y prueba de su residencia legal en los
Estados Unidos. Estos requisitos obligan a
millones de personas a conducir sin licencia
y aseguranza, minando la mision del
Departamento de Vehiculos Motorizados
(DMV) de California de asegurar. la
seguridad publica y limitar la capacidad de
las agencias policiacas, para realizar sus
deberes eficazmente.

Pregunta: ;Cudles son los requisitos
necesarios actuales de la inmigracién para
recibir una licencia de conducir?
Respuesta: Bajo la ley actual, un solicitante
debe proveer al DMV un niimero de seguro
social y una prueba de su presencia legal en
los Estados Unidos.
P: ;Cuales son otros requisitos para‘obtener
‘una licencia de conducir?
R: Un solicitante debe pagar-$24, llenar la
solicitud, proporcionar una huella digital, y
tomar una fotografia. Los solicitantes deben
también pasar un examen de vision, un exa-
men de la ley de transito, y de conducir. Si
el solicitante nunca ha sido licenciado, la
prueba de responsabilidad financiera se
requiere.

P: ;Por qué esta apoyando SB 1160?

R: Estoy apoyando SB 1160 para regresar

el DMV de California a su misioén original

de asegurar la seguridad publica, que es lo

que hemos jurado todos proteger. El DMV

de California, fundado en 1914, es dirigido

por una declaracion de su misién, que en
parte lee: El DMV de California: “Realza
seguridad de trafico con programas de
supervision de la licencia de conducir y de
funcionamiento del conductor; protege el
publico titulando vehiculos y la regulacién

" de industrias relacionadas.” :

Otros estados han reconocido esto #
estan realizando cambios. Por ejemplo
Nuevo México recientemente permitio la
presentacion de un Nimero de Identificacion
de Contribuyente por el solicitante, en lugar
de un niimero de seguro social sin tomar en
cuenta su estado legal.

P: ;Qué hace SB 1160? .

" R: Primero, protege la seguridad publica en
nuestras carreteras. Los conductores
entrenados, probadas, y los asegurados
realzan la seguridad publica para todos. La
ley actual evita que muchos conductores
reciban el entrenamiento y examenes
apropiados para estar seguro, licenciado, y
asegurado. Permitiendo que todos los
residentes de California soliciten una
licencia de conducir y que aprendan las
reglas del camino, SB 1160 mejorara la

seguridad vial y protegera las vidas de
todos los californianos.

En segundo lugar, se asegura de que’

todos los conductores de California tengan
acceso a la aseguranza de auto, que
ayudara a reducir los costos de seguro para
todos los conductores. Los' conductores
sin licencia no pueden obtener aseguranza
de auto y con mayor probabilidad pasaran
los gastos asociados con un accidente a
los conductores asegurados.

Tercero, hace a nuestras
comunidades locales mas seguras.
Propocionando licencias a los residentes
permite a los oficiales identificar a
individuos durante paradas rutinarias de

- trafico e interrogatorios, ahorrando tiempo

y recursos valiosos. El SB 1160 realzara
la cooperacion entre las agencias
policiacas y las comunidades locales,
ayudando a todos los residentes para
sentirse seguros en reportar crimenes o
accidentes, y trabajar con la policia local
para hacer nuestras vecindades mas
seguras.

P: ;A quién beneficia SB 1160?

R: Todos los californianos se benefician
del aumento de seguridad en la carretera
y del publico, creado por esta legislacion.
P: ;No es consiguiendo una licencia de
conducir un privilegio/derecho? ;Por qué
debemos dar un privilegio/derecho a la
gente que esta violando nuestras leyes de
inmigracion?

R: Esto es sobre la seguridad de todos los
californianos, nuestros caminos,
comunidades, tu y yo. Si queremos hablar
de derechos y privilegios, entonces creo
que la gente de California tiene el derecho
de conducir sobre carreteras que son lo
mas seguro posibles, y nuestros lideres
politicos tienen una responsabilidad de
hacer lo que pueden para conseguir este
objetivo. Esto es lo que SB 1160 hace.
Asegura que todos los conductores sobre
caminos de California son entrenados,
saben las reglas del camino, y que tengan
aseguranza automovilistico. Esto permite

que los policias hagan sus deberes mejor

y hace nuestras comunidades mas seguras.

Tenemos que ser realistas o
podemos fingir que no hay millones de
conductores en California sin licencia, sin
aseguranza, y no puestos a prueba sobra
las reglas del camino, o podemos enfrentar
este problema. El SB 1160 asegurara de
que todos los conductores de California

~resuelvan con éxito los requisitos para

conducir seguro en los caminos de Cali-
fornia.

P: (El SB 1160 permitira a inmigrantes
indocumentados tener acceso a servicios
de gobierno? :

R: Las licencias de conducir tienen solo
un propdsito primario. Desde 1995, lo que
sigue se imprime
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‘reexaminaciones

en la parte posterior de cada licencia: “Esta
licencia es publicada como una licencia
para conducir autos; esto no establece la
elegibilidad para empleo, registro de
votante, o servicios publicos.” La licencia
de conducir es el método primario por la
cual mejoramos la seguridad vy
aseguramos que todos los conductores
saben las reglas del camino. Y no es nada
nuevo. Hasta 1994, California publico
licencias a todos los conductores que
pasaron los requisitos de capacidad basica
y uniforme, sin hacer caso de su estado
legal. Para todos, excluyendo los ultimos
diez afios, la politica de California estaba
basada en construir los caminos mas
seguros posibles. E} SB 1160 nos
devolveria a aquella politica sensible.
Por otra parte, los programas de
Servicios publicos requieren
adicionales vy
restricciones de inmigraciéon. Ningun
servicio publico puede basarse en una
licencia. Las metas de esta propuesta son
mejorar seguridad vial, asegurar que los
conductores sean asegurados, y mejorar
la seguridad publica.
P:;Les ayuda a los inmigrantes
indocumentados conseguir trabajos si
tiene una licencia para conducir?
R: No. La ley federal requiere a todos los
empleados llenar el formulario I-9. Esta
forma requiere documentos
establecen identidad y la elegibilidad le-
gal del empleo (2 formas de identificacion
son necesarias). La licencia de conducir
solo establece identidad (no la elegibilidad
del empleo). SB1160 no cambia este
requisito. 3
P:; Aumentaran los robos de identidad si
el privilegio de tener una licencia de
conducir es ampliada?
R: Al contrario, dara a mas gente una
identificacion clara y sera mas duro para
que las identidades sean robadas.
P:;Cual es el impacto econémico del SB
1160?
R: Poseer y legalmente conducir un auto
es fundamental para participar en nuestra
economia. El 91% de los trabajadores del
campo, el 76% de criadas; el 69% de
cocineros de restaurante; el 66% de
jardineros; los 65% -de trabajadores de
construccién, y los 49% de porteros, son
inmigrantes. SB1160 promueve nueva
actividad econoémica permitiendo a
trabajadores comprar los autos y las
mercancias facilmente, mientras que
disminuye su dependencia al transporte
publico. Ademas, los californianos sin
licencia o tarjetas de identificacion no
pueden abrir cuentas bancarias o sacar
libros de las bibliotecas. E1 SB 1160
proveera a los inmigrantes nuevas
oportunidades para el ahorro e inversion.
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P: ;Cuales son los costos asociados a las
reglas actuales de DMV?

R: Cada afio, el DMV gasta casi $2 millones
para verificar documentos de inmigracion.
Durante la crisis actual del presupuesto, hay
mayores necesidades para esos $2 millones.
El SB 1160 ayudara a conseguir que el DMV
tome de nuevo su misiéon de asegurar
seguridad publica.

P: ;Cémo afectard esta propuesta la ley de
Votantes Motorizados (Motor-Voter Act)?

- R: No tendra ningtin efecto en la ley de

Votantes Motorizados, ni permitira que
voten los que no son ciudadanos. E1l DMV
les requiere bajo el acto federal de Votantes
Motorizados proveer informacion del
votante. Cuando el DMV envia los
materiales, deben preguntar a los solicitantes
si desean votar. Si la respuesta del solicitante
es si, entonces ellos les dan las formas
necesarias para registarse. E1 DMV

- transmite estas formas a la oficina de

Registro. El DMV captura solamente si la
persena contesto “si” o “no”. No capturan
ninguna otra informacién ni procesan los
formularios. La forma dada por el DMV es
la misma forma que la oficina de Registro.
La oficina de Registro entonces verifica
todas las formas sometidas. El DMV actua
simplemente como camara de compensacion
para la informacion.

P: ;Se aceptan licencias extranjeras para
conducir en‘California?

R: En California, el visitante adulto puede
conducir con una licencia extranjera.
Ademas, pueden también solicitar una
licencia de conductor temporal, valido por
90 dias solo si los solicitantes han terminado
con éxito la solicitud y los requisitos
relacionados (presencia legal, numero de
seguridad social, etc.). Sin embargo, si la
persona establece la residencia o procura
buscar empleo, tiene 10 dias para solicitar
una licencia de conducir de California. Las
licencias de conductor extranjeras son
formas invalidas de identificacion o de

-verificacion de nacimiento. Los menores de

edad (menos de 18 afios) deben solicitar la
licencia de conducir en el plazo de 30 dias.
P: ;Como es el SB 1160 diferente de ultimos
esfuerzos?

R: Muchas de las ediciones y soluciones son
iguales. El SB 1160 méjoraré la seguridad
publica asegurandose de que todos
conductores tengan licencias, estén
apropiadamente entrenados, y asegurados.
El SB 1160 es apoyado por varios grupos,
individuos, y lideres de la comunidad.
Desde los alcaldes y los consejeros de la
ciudad hasta los lideres de las agencias
policiacas apoyan esta legislacion porque es
una manera sensible para asegurar nuestros
caminos.

de un millon en el
Capitolio




The Facts Behind the- Cuts

Entitled the “Classroom Instructional Improvement
and Accountability Act,” Proposition 98 (1988), as
amended by Proposition 111 (1990) and legislation, man-
dates that: A minimum amount of funding be guaranteed
for elementary and secondary schools and community col-
leges, according to one of three tests.

When approved in 1988 as an amendment to
California’s Constitution, it carried the title “Classroom
Instructional Improvement and Accountability Act,” and
since then has been amended by Proposition 111 (1990)
and legislation.

At such a time (1990), the proposition was expanded
to include more detail about how the schools would be
protected including (but not limited to) the following stipu-
lation: Each school produce an annual School Account-
ability Report Card (SARC) with information about stu-
dent achievement, dropout rates, class size, discipline, ex-
penditures, programs, instructional materials, etc.

These values, measured in numbers and percentages,
are meant to give legislation an insight as to the progress
of each district and its respective schools (examples of vari-
ous schools’ “Report Cards” may be viewed on-line using
Report Card as a search term). .

In this, the newest addition of the State’s Budget,
elected Governor Arnold Schwartzennewton has proposed
an estimated $2 billion cut to the estimated funding of
Proposition 98 for 2004-2005 of the current Proposition
Gaurantee (by our former Governor Gray Davis).

The original goal of Proposition 98 was to protect
K-12 education from cuts in the state’s budget. Whereas
otherwise, the cuts may impede K-12 education and other
services provided through the support of the state’s bud-
get equally, this Proposition was designed to give special
consideration in preserving the quality of education.

Note: Proposition 98 is also referred to as The
Governor’s Budget.

This article is to provide the reader with a straight
forward, unbiased, approach at understanding the proposed
revision of Californ¥a’s Constitutional Amendment Propo-
sition 98. It includes K-12, and cites effects to K-14 as
well as programs or “categoricals” outside these sections
of education. This article does not address proposals to
higher education.

Facts, (most are in chronological order):

“Although administration has a fundamental com-
mitment to schools, it is clear that a part of the structural
budget problem the state faces is due to this increase ($2.7
billion) in education spending beyond what the state could
afford without cutting other programs.”

*“...significant reductions in many programs outside
K-14 education are included in the Governor’s Budget.”

“The formula for the Proposi'tion 98 funding level
requires overall funding to increase by growth in per capita
personal income and numbers of students and addition-
ally to grow by an amount, called a maintenance factor
adjustment.”

“Additional program funding capacity of approxi-
mately $700 million is available within the existing fund-
ing level, due to the expiration of programs and adjusting
for one-time costs incurred in 2003-2004.”

Parents, students, school administrators, teachers,
state and local auditors, legislators, news reports, and other
representatives of the public have raised numer-
~.. ous concerns with education funding in Cali-
fornia over the years. Following are major
-concerns: Funding allocations are overly

complex and do not appear fair; parents, teachers, prin-
cipals, and community members do not have an effec-
tive input into the academic programs nor resource al-
location decisions; funding intended to help students
with special needs may not be reaching the students or
be spent effectively.

Proposition 98 specifically addresses only one
concern as a bullet under a subcategory: “Improved
access to information and opportunities for school prin-
cipals, parents, teachers, and community members to
have input on school budget decisions.” There is no
specification or suggestion as to how this will be car-
ried out.

“Total 2004-2005 Proposition 98 funding is pro-
posed at $46.7 billion, an increase of $769 million over
the revised 2003 guarantee. This level is $2 billion less
than the current estimate of the Proposition 98 guaran-
tee for 2004-05. The Governor’s Budget reflects a pro-
posal to set this lower level of funding pursuant to leg-
islation that would add this amount to the maintenance
factor that is owed to schools in the future years.”

Under a section that addresses School District
Academic Accountability, Proposition 98 states that due
to an assumed 10% rate of fraud, the Governor’s Bud-
get will provide a “$2 million in one-time federal funds
for administrative start-up costs for a comprehensive
anti-fraud proposal that is under development by the
Administration.”

The section also states that fraud rates are reported
by counties such as “San Diego and Fresno that ac-
tively investigate child care fraud may range from 30
to 40 percent.” There is no resource noted.

Supplemental to the proposal subsection, it is
noted that the fraud program would like to “provide
financial incentives for counties and APs (Alternative
Payment Programs) to pursue fraud, perhaps allowing
them to retain some portion of recovered funds (similar
to Food Stamp and CalWORKs programs).”

“Personal responsibility is promoted by lower-
ing the income threshold when families are asked to
share in the cost of childcare. Gradual fee increases are
proposed to prepare families for when they are no longer
eligible for subsidies.”

The Governor’s Budget expects a $164.8 million
cut or “savings” in 2004-05 due the decrease in fund-
ing to help share the “cost of childcare.” Families will
have 90 days before the decrease in assistance takes
effect, as required by law.

“Specific savings by the program [that reduces
assistance] are as follows:” $41.8, $53.8, and $32.5
million for stages 1, 2, and 3, respectively, [of the
CalWORKs program. After stage 3, and if funding is
available for stage 3, the families are expected to have
achieved financial independence from the CalWORKs
program]; $17.1 million for General Child Care; $16.3
million for the Alternative Payment Program; $3.3 mil-
lion for the Latchkey program.

“Recent years have seen a large increase in the
number of local education agencies (LEAs) in fiscal
distress. For example, at the 2002-03 second Interim
Financial Reporting period there were 64 LEAs with
qualified or negative certifications, up form 24 in 2000-

01. In the time period, three districts (out of 983) had

imbalances between revenues and expenditures so se-
vere as to necessitate emergency loans and a state take-
over of operations. Given the fiscal problems many dis-
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_missal apportionments. .

tricts face, the Administration believes that current laws
and procedures regarding school district budget oversight
require reform.”

“While funding is generally provided as matching
funds on a per-pupil bases, small schools and alternative
education schools (continuation high, community day, arid
county community schools) utilize a more favorable fund-
ing methodology, which is intended to recognize that cer-
tain economies-of-scale that can be achieved in larger
schools cannot be achieved in smaller schools.”

This analogy is similar to saying the more product is
produced, the lower the cost of each product. This is why
grocery stores have bargains like “3 for $5” or “2 for $10”.

“Many students do not attend classes for the full
school day and the length of alternative classroom instruc-
tional delivery can vary greatly from school to school.
Therefore, it is inappropriate for the State to build facilities
without reducing the revenue limit funding per student.”

Under the title “Program Enhancements and Other
Budget Adjustments” there will be review in the following
areas concerning K-12 education: Average Daily Atten-
dance Growth; 2003-05 Apportionment Adjustments; Ap-
portionment Growth, the Governor’s Budget fully funds
statutory enrollment growth for school district and county
office of education revenue limit apportionments;
California’s Public Employee’s Retirement System; Unem-
ployment Insurance; Cost of living adjustments (COLA),
the Governor’s Budget fully funds an estimated $554.8 mil-
lion statutory COLA increase (1.84%) for school district
and county office of education revenue limit apportion-
ments; Categorical Programs Growth and COLA; Equal-
ization; Child Care Statutory Growth and Cost of Living
Adjustments; Charter Schools, several shifts are noted;
Deferred Maintenance; Instructional Materials, an augmen-
tation of $185 million is provided to restore funding for the
Instructional Materials Block Grant to an amount closer to
the level intended to provide for purchase of the 2002 En-
glish Language Arts adoption and to provide funding an
incentive to purchase the 2005 History and Social Science
adoption. These additional funds are intended to remain as
a separate categorical program to provide incentives for
early purchase of newly adopted standards-aligned materi-
als. The existing funding of $175 million will be shifted to
revenue limits; Internet Access; K-12 Categorical Fund-
ing, the number of State funded categorical will be reduced
from 88 to 49 programs.

“The Governor’s Budget proposes a shift of $2 mil-

‘lion from 22 categorical programs to revenue limits for

LEA’s, including charter school, currently receiving those
funds.” :

 “The choices as to which programs to shift revenue
limits were based on a review of program allocation infor-
mation by Administration Staff, and incorporated informa-
tion provided in the recent Bureau of State Audits report on
categorical funding. Programs were not evaluated on their
merits.”

“Specifically, the funding will be shifted from home
to school transportation, school improvement, targeted in-
structional improvement grants, instructional materials,
school library materials, beginning teacher support and as-
sessment, inter-segmental staff development, bilingual
teacher training, mathematics and reading professional de-
velopment, peer assistance review, dropout prevention, tenth
grade counseling, english learners student assistance, year
round schools, international baccalaureate, center for civic
education, pupil residency verification, and teacher dis-
. Thus allowing local education
agencies to continue the program(s) or shift funds to a higher

LR The Facts  continued on page 11



The Beauty of Defending Freedom

By Sandra Orozco

Unlike the nonexistent weapons of mass de-
structions (WMD) in Iraq, the Bush
administration’s arsenal of lies finally exploded
in the face of faithfully blind patriotic citizens.
It was obvious from the beginning that the sup-
posed war on terror was nothing more than an
excuse to invade and control Iraq’s oil wells. The
50,000 innocent people murdered just happened
to get in Bush’s way to achieve his imperialistic
objective. Note the definition of a lie is to present
false information with the intent of deceiving or
to convey a false image or impression. The defi-
nition of a “big lie” is a repeated distortion of the
truth, especially for propaganda purposes. Then
there is a “white lie” defined as an often trivial,
diplomatic, or well-intentioned untruth. All of
those definitions aptly fit the actions of the Bush
administration, yet the public seems not to take
them to task.

For example, on January 28, 2003 George
W. Bush lied at the State of the Union Address
“Our intelligence officials estimate that Saddam
Hussein had the materials to produce as much as
500 tons of sarin, mustard, and VX nerve
agent.... The British government has learned that
Saddam Hussein recently sought significant
quantities of uranium from Africa.” This is not
an innocent lie or ‘an intelligence mistake,’ it is
amalicious lie that caused the death of thousands
of people. Ifthis is not a lethal lie from the U.S.,
murdering people is a protected crime.

The Republican Party makes excuse after
excuse for Bush’s actions. Their hypocrisy is
exposed through their actions against the previ-
ous administration and their lack of similar ac-
countability for the Bush administration. There
are many examples, but the most important re-
lates to the war against Iraq... also note how Re-
publicans were quick to try to impeach Clinton
over a lie involving a private extrargarital affair

that he told in public, in which no one died.
The Bush administration’s lies about Iraq’s sup-
posed weapons of mass destruction have con-
tributed to the ‘deaths of more than 500 U.S.
soldiers and thousands of Iraqi soldiers and
civilians. The cliché “defending liberty” be-
came popular in the face of the September 11
event, but it also became a slogan of fear and
death for people abroad. _

Immediately after September 11, Presi-
dent Bush announced the supposed war on ter-
ror. He does not have the magical power to
declare war on his own given the fact that war
can only be declared by congress, but being
the good son, Bush Jr., decided to declare war
on the people of the Middle East. He also be-
gan a war on the civil rights of U.S. citizens,
authorizing bills that discriminates people of
color classifying them as presumed ‘terrorists’,
or ‘suspicious subjects’. For instance, the 2004
Intelligence Authorization Bill allows the FBI
and other government agencies to issue their
own ‘national security letter,” essentially, their
own subpoenas to demand confidential records
from businesses. This is one tool to attack civil
liberties.

As the terror increased the Bush adminis-
tration increased the attacks on liberty abroad.
It went from pursuing Osama Bin Laden to
threatening to invade Iraq with an excuse that
Saddam Hussein possessed WMD. And on the
night of March 19, 2003, the U.S. officially
launched an air attack on Iraq under the premise
of ‘defending the world from terrorist tyrants.’
There had been military attacks on Iraqis be-
fore Bush officially declared war, swearing that
the intelligence reports accurately incriminated
Saddam Hussein of having WMD. Bush,
Cheney and other government officials bluntly
lied to American citizens repeating false state-
ments such as:

TERRORISH

A ar D rins tormscs Wt

“Simply stated, there is no
doubt that Saddam Hussein now

YOU'RE EITHER has weapons of mass destruction,”
WITH US he - Dick Cheney, said in a speech to
OR AGAINST US... “wholelob of il | . p

- VFW National Convention, August
26, 2002.

Or Jr. claiming, “Right now,
Iraq is expanding and improving
facilities that were used for the pro-
duction of biological weapons,”
George W. Bush said in a speech
to UN General Assembly, Septem-
ber 12, 2002.

Even furthering the lie that

. Iraq was an enemy to America, “No
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terrorist state poses a greater or more immedi-
ate threat to the security of our people and the
stability of the world than the regime of Saddam
Hussein in Iraq,” Donald Rumsfeld, testimony
to Congress, September 19, 2002.

How is it that many people believed that
Saddam represented a.threat to the world and
that murdering innocent people is justified?
The corporate media is a major player in sell-
ing out the lies to believers of ‘freedom and
justice for all.” The intelligence mistake, or what
they call a ‘mistake,” could be a planned mis-
take by the Bush Administration. The infor-
mation provided by inspectors was altered to
serve the interests of the Bush Administration.
In recent reports from the UN, inspectors say
that “there were never WMD in Iraq, or any
significant form of military equipment that rep-
resented a threat to the U.S or other countries.”
In reality, for the past 13 years Iraq has not had
any military offensive capacity, after the Gulf
War any possible WMD was destroyed. Where
did Bush, Collin Powell, Rumsfeld and Cheney
get the idea that Iraq was the enemy? Simple,
Iraq is one of the largest oil providers of oil
and a member of OPEC.

In retrospect, there were no WMD any-
where to be found in Iraq, there are approxi-
mately 50,000 reported civilian deaths result- ~
ing from the U.S.-led military intervention in
Iraq as of Monday, March 1, 2004 and billions
of dollars were spent on another heartless
American attack. Billions of dollars channeled
to fund the war, billions of our tax dollars to
occupy Iraq. Money cut from what we really
need: health care, jobs, housing and education.
The budget cuts affected public education the
most.

On March 2003, hundreds of students
walked out of their schools and marched
through the streets of their cities to demonstrate
opposition to the war on Iraq and the budget
cuts to education. None of this made a differ-
ence to the Bush decision to occupy Iraq and
cut education funds. All UC outreach programs
are being cut for high schools yet JROTC mili-
tary programs are increasing. Community col-
lege tuition is doubling, and University tuitions
are increasing, and the cuts to education con-
tinue. The most lethal WMD’s are in George
W. Bush’s head, his ideas to keep college edu-
cation inaccessible for poor students and people

of color. ;
http.//sandiego.indymedia.org/en/2004

- http://www.liberalslant.com/

http://www.iragbodycount.net
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Tainted Cell Phones

A social conscious pill

By Jose Gonzalez

The “civilized” world, pri-
marily the United States, lives
relatively comfortably off the
backs of poor people across the
world. Whether it is the poor
Chicano working at the hotel for
minimum wage, or the child
working as a bricklayer in In-
dia, capitalism requires the
cheap laborto  perpetuate its
growth andensure “prosperity.”
I do not wish to discuss the topic
entirely for now but allow me
to trace one thread in the story.
It is a thread that links a war torn
region to that annoying ring you
hear in a movie theater. As con-
sumers in this society, we are all
complicit for happenings in the
world that should shake us to the
human core. Many times, we
forget, or do not wish to know
how those thousands of lives
away shape our daily lives, for
example how something as
“cool” and modern as a cell

phone is linked to brutal human

conditions (and I am not just
talking about annoying

e &@%@ ring tones).
; Most cell phones,
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laptops, and many other elec-
tronics used in the “modern”
world use capacitors (what
helps electricity flow) made
from metal that probably few

of us know by name: Colum-

bite-tantalite, or Coltan for
short. This metallic ore is used
to make metallic tantalum, a
powder for capacitors in many
of our comfort electronics.
Now, all of this may seem
trivial, but our technological
boom and consumerism (we all
NEED cell phones right?) has
driven the price of this
commodity and one of the ma-
jor sources of this supply is in
the war torn Congo. '
Mining for Coltan is not
much different from old-fash-
ioned riverbed gold mining.
Workers dig it up, add water and
the Coltan deposits at the bot-
tom. However, others work in
mines, obviously with no safety
precautions  whatsoever, the
money is what is important.

‘These workers, which include

children, have about as many
options as farmers who have to

grow coca to survive, can earn
about $10 a week. It is great in
Congolese terms, not many can
make that much in other jobs.
Let us add thatto the cost of a
cell phone and continue.

In addition ¢to unsafe
conditions, this mineral is
financing the continuous fight-
ing in the region. Rebel groups
from the neighboring countries,
as well as from within, are plun-
dering the resource, illegally
using Coltan to supply them-
selves with more weapons and
continuing to turn the jungle

_into a battlefield. Forced human

the parks as war spread through-
out. :

So, what can or has been
done? Many consumers and ad-

~vocates have called for boycotts

and accountability. The major
companies such as Nokia and
Motorola deny the use of illegal
Coltan and state they are ensur-
ing their products do not contain
“blood” Coltan. However, the
chain of supply is murky and the
exact location of where Coltan
comes fronvis hard to determine.
The UN has called for an em-
bargo and advocate groups con-
tinue to do what they can. As

Photo courtesy: www.seeingisbelieving.ca/cell/kinshasa

labor, illegal monopolies, and
civilian murder has been re-
ported. i

What is truly tragic (apart
from the high human cost) is the
environmental impact. Many of
the mines are inside national

parks, UN World Heritage sites

that are home to endangered go-
rillas and countless species.
Many are caught in the crossfire
between guerrillas, while others
are displaced and hunted by
miners who use them as food.
Land is ruined by the mining
operations and park rangers and
conservationists lost control of
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long as consumers crave the
newest cell phone or laptop, the
demand for Coltan rises and
there is the probability that in
that new cell phone of yours,
there is a component mined by
a Congolese child. Perhapsitis
best if one holds on to the cur-

" rent phone they have for as long

as it works, not until the next
trend comes along.
For more information, visit:

Www.un.org

www.american.edu/TED/ice/
congo-coltan.htm



Respetar el derecho ajeno

By Silvia Ventura

“El respeto al derecho ajeno
es la paz”, meaning “Respect for
the rights of others is peace.” This
quote is on the Oaxaca
state flag in Mexico, it
is a symbol of libera-
tion for indigenous
people, who changed
this qoute to, “El
respecto a los publos
Indigenas es la paz,”
“Respect for the Indig-
enous community is peace.”
Benito Juarez, an indigenous
Zapotec, president of Mexico was
known as a progressive leader,
who fought for Indigenous rights,
democracy and against the church
power. Juarez is well known for
the victory over the French. He is
admired by the Indigenous people
of Mexico for fighting for their
rights and being native himself.
Since March 23, 2003 a bronze
statue of Juarez, El Benemérito de
las Américas is now in Fresno,
California. The statue provokes
Indigenous people in California to
revalue their Indigenous roots. In

order to understand Juarez’ contri-

bution to the Indigenous commu-
nity we need to know his history.
Juarez was born in San Pablo
Gueletao in Oaxaca on March 21,
1806. He arrived to Oaxaca City
at the age of thirten without speak-
ing a word in Spanish, his first and
only language was Zapotec. A
Franciscan, Antonio Salanueva be-
gan to educate him and sent him
to a seminary hoping he would be-
come a priest. Gradaully Juarez
developed an interest in law, thus
abadoning his Catholic belief.
While he was a student he was a
councilman for the city of Oaxaca,
advocating Indigenous rights. Af-
ter earning his degree at the Insti-
tute of Science and Art in 1834 he
became a civil judge. In 1847-
1852, Juarez was the governor of
Oaxaca, during this time he sup-
ported the legislature advocating
the confiscation of church land.
When the dictator Antonio

- Lopez de Santa Anna returned to

power in 1953, Juarez was ex-
pelled to New Orleans. While in
New Orleans, along with other ex-
iles, he organized a
Revolutionary Junta
to overthrow Santa
Anna. In 1854, Lib-
erals called upon the
Plan de Ayutla to
. overthrow Santa
Anna and once again
in 1856 Juarez be-
came governor of Oaxaca. The
following year, a new law re-
stricted the Roman Catholic
Church privileges. During this
year, 1857, Juarez became the
minister of the interior and the
following month he was moved to
chief justice of the Supreme
Court. Félix Zuloaga, a right
wing, arrested Juarez and also
overthrew the president, Ignacio
Comonfort. Once Juarez was re-
leased he declared himself presi-
dent::

During 1858-1861 there

-were tensions between liberals
and conservative, but once Juarez

established his government in
Mexico City and was elected
president, he defeated the conser-
vatives in 1860 and 1861.In 1861,
when Juarez postponed debt pay-
ment to Spain, Britain and France,

“both Spain and Britain withdrew.

On the other hand, France stayed
and captured Mexico City, hence
establishing Maximilian as Crown
emperor in 1864. Juarez contin-
ued resistance against the colonial
powers and moved forces north,
capturing Maximilian in 1867. In
1857 Juarez was re-elected as
president. In 1871 Porfirio Diaz,
a Mixtec, led a revolt against
Juarez which turned out to be a
failure because Juarez had the
popular support. In 1872 Benito
Juarez died of heart attack. He
died but his vision is still very
alive in the people who believe in
his ideals, “El Respeto a los
Derechos Indigenas es la Paz.”
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Por Lorena Ricos

Los Mexicas tenian un alto
nivel agricola gracias as los
eficientes metodos de cultivo. El
uso de las chinampas les permitia
aprovechabar la lluvia, tierra y los
propios lagos, y claro la mano de
obra, para crear chinampas. Las
chinampas o como se les conoce
“jardines flotantes,” son islotes
artificiales construidos en zonas
de poca profundidad, por lo gen-
eral sobre agua dulce. Estaban
disefiados especialmente para
propositos agricolas. Pero,
(Como es que las chinampas
daban lugar a una cosecha de alto
rendimiento?

La respuesta esta en como
las chinampas estaban constru-
idas sobre la superficie del lago.
Para la construcciéon de una

tiras de vegetacion, las cuales
luego se llevaban y se amon-
tonaban o apilaban una sobre otra,
hasta que se lograra que unas se
hundieran y otras sobresalieran
del agua. Luego estas eran
cubiertas por lodo blando. Debido

.Sabias que las chinampas o “jardines flotantes”
eran la estrategia de cultivo de los Mexicas?

“desventajas, ya que si las aguas

chinampa era necesario cortar

-~ interesante de cultivo y quien iba

a que la chinampa mantenia la
tierra himeda, se hacia germinar
semillas ‘cubriéndolas con cieno
y materias organicas, creando asi
una especie de abono natural. Las
chinampas se regaban y se
abonaban constantemente y
finalmente se producia: chile,
frijol, calabaza y maiz. Luego se
repetia la siembra, el riego y el
abono. Cabe sefialar que esta
forma de cultivo tenia sus

permanecian en constante
movimiento estas corrian el
riesgo de ser desplazadas o ser
sumergidas cuando se elevaba el
nivel de las aguas. ;

El uso de las chinampas,
entonces probo ser una estrategia
de cultivo muy eficaz entre los
Mexicas que alcanzo niveles
productivos suficientemente al-
tos para alimentar grandes |
poblaciones. Por mi parte, la
chinampa es una estrategia muy

a pensar que esos “jardines
flotantes” llegarian a proveer el
pan de cada dia de los Mexicas.

The Facts

Although there is less funding, at
the local level education units will have
more liberty to decide where the fund-
ing will go. In other portions of the
Proposition, namely the section that ad-
dresses LEAs, the proposition also notes
a more strict regulation of local opera-
tion of funding by state intervention.
Including special education, principal
training, pupil testing.

High School Exit Exam; “This
exam helps to ensure that pupils who
graduate from public high schools can
demonstrate grade level competency in
English- language arts, and mathematics.
Under existing law, commencing with
the Class of 2006, all pupils must pass
the HSEE in order to receive a diploma.”

California English Language De-
velopment Test (CELDT); “$18.8 mil-
lion is provided for the CELDT. This .

exam is required for pupils whose pri-
mary language is not English in order
to identify English language le
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Continued from page 8

learners, which allows schools to bet-
ter allocate resources to assist these
pupils. Inaddition, schools are required
to annually asses English language
learners to ensure that pupils who have
attained proficiency in English do not
continue to receive instruction using
curriculum for English language learn-
ers.”

How to get involved: Students for
Access to Education iﬁeetings are held
on Thursdays at 6pm in the Chicano
Studies Student Office on the second
floor of Hart Hall. These meetings ad-
dress the budget and provide a network
for students and an open place for dis-
cussion. All are welcome.

Compiled by Bianca Barboza
http://www.dof.ca.gov/HTML/Budgt04-
05/BudgetSum04/K12 Education w.pdf
http://www.dof.ca.gov/H TML/Budgt04—

_05/BudgetSum04/04-

05_BudSum.html .




Mi Pueblo
-Jennie M. Luna

Mi Pueblo Taqueria
On the corner of King and Story
En mi pueblo de San José
Do you know the way to San José?
Where tacos de carne asada and a
styrofome cup of horchata bring .
together every walk of life.

Snake skin boot-wearing Banda Machos
Meets Aztec Dancers después de practica
Meets white folks looking for authentic
Mexican cuisine Meets
Chuy the lowriding cholo y su clica
Meets Aqua net perfect chulas
who belong in black and white studio
portraits Meets
Grassroots activists and MEChistAs
discussing politica over a torta
Do you know the way to San José?

- Orchards and canneries replaced with
computer chip factories and Silicon Valley
Technology
While the descendants of the fruit packers
don’t know, can’t remember
that those houses right there were once
apricot trees and land that could breathe.
Those mountains had patches of green
not patches of cookie cutter shaped houses
Do you know the way to San José?
ssfoundation of this pueblo turned city
Roots of what is today
Only to be laid off, unemployed, forgotten
There’s no monument in this pueblo to
those founders...Only a statue of Columbus
in city hall....

~ Do you know the way to San José?
My pueblo, nuestro pueblo
Plays Sunday night oldies on boulevard nights
Bus #64 cruises through East Santa Clara
down to the East Side Story
Freestyle music time warps the eighties

The Border Crossed Us
A bullet that crossed millions of hearts.
Blood running down my eyes.

Fire burning my culture, language,
Land.
An Eagle starving.
Waiting to be fed.
A snake searching for
Hope and Freedom
A heart divided in two
Worlds
Large, Strong and with Cruelty
You stand.
Dividing my past and my Present
Still Standing, myself,
Invincible

I Rnow that the Bullet
*Shaira Gonzalez- student at the School of Social Justice and Community Development

i = .
Cha-cha girls and second generation cholas
intermingle with Never-out-of- style Dickie
wearing homeboysFlannel shirts and
pendletons, with only one button fastened
Smoothed out hats or flipped up caps -

While driving Eternity Car Club Impalas
Do you know the way to San José?
Pretty-boy, over-cologned college boys
compete for the Frosted hair, blond streaked,
crunchy permed Chicanas trying hard not to be too brown
While activistas plan the next rally scheduled
to begin on the steps of the Plaza de César Chavez
And Danzantes return to Quetzalcéatl for the
annual ceremonia
Do you know the way to San José?
Stories of my grandparents on a date watching
Cine Mexicano at the José theater
Drive in movies that were cheaper for a family
of eight children, especially when the little
ones hid under a blanket.
La pulga —the flea market on a Saturday morni
ng, yard sales in the afternoon.
Paleteros walk by with the sound of a small bell
And familias light the charcoal for the BBQ
Do you know the way to San José?
Mi pueblo is me
Sometimes romanticized barrio reality or
played-out fantasyPero historia undeniable
pasién
corazén
home
Mi pueblo, my world
Watching from the inside out and
On the outside looking in
You can take a girl out of East San José, But you
can’t take the East San José out of the girl
Just 51ttmg here en mi pueblo— taqueria—in San José
Listening to the radio blasting
Hoping :
waiting for someone to make me a dedication
“Don’t let no one get you down” or “smile now, cry later”

Just one shout out on the Radio Aztlan airwaves to all my gente..

to all the barrio, to San José, mi pueblo.
Do you know.to the way to San José?

Has not crossed Mine.
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ceregalado@ucdavis.edu cesparza@ucdavis.edu
Administrative Coordinator,. wLisceth Cruz  Transfer Student Recruitment. .o Ariana Gonzalez
lizeruz@ucdavis.edu algonzalez@uedavis.edu

Academic Support & Outreach Services.....Rocio Canchola  Gender & Sexuality Coordinator ... Julio Castaiieda
rpeanchola@uedavis.edu jeastaneda@ucdavis.edu

Liberatory Workshop Coordinator... Guadalupe Medina
gmedina@ucdavis.edu




SIN MAIZ NO HAY PAIS
Sin mujeres no hay vida
Sin obreros no hay dinero
- Sin tierra no hay comida

rophecy Oﬁ%"d El poder se alimenta de
anotlfér hea@lessﬁmencan act? . La mano campesina, de

e

And bombs

Thanks for loving us, killing us

Thanks for Reminding us we are

Humans by depriving us of our
Human rights

Thanks god for giving american troops
Arsenals of weapons, hatred, Money an

Te plenso ig
Te admiro en
ehif

mi religién...
La que deje guardada
~_enalgun cajon
- Te pienso, Te pienso,
Y entre mas te pienso,
e todo lo tuyo y lo mio
0, que no se puede explica
lo se puede pensa




LUNA
-Jennie M. Luna
Quiet in the night
Loca and loud by day

En el camino de sur a norte,
sus oraciones siempre lo acompafiaron.
En su maleta llevaba sus recuerdos,
en su corazoén su tesoro mas preciado.

A hazy shade of purple and blue

Su destino era sin rumbo. Like a night sky on a full moon

su intenci6n ganar algan centavo.
Para un dia volver a su tierra,

. i Yurak Mama Quilla
y mejorar asi la vida de sus seres amados. Q

Great White Mother Moon

Con sus suefios sembré el campo,
con sus ilusiones lo rego.
Cada gota de sudor le dio al campo,
su verde e inocente color.

Natural over the Earth

Cada fruto fue una esperanza,
cada resplandor de sol: una ilusién:
De volver alguna ves a su patria,
y Vivir como sofid.

Texture like a huipil

The size of the rising moon

Cada surco fue una experiencia,
Cada llaga en su cuerpo fue motivacion.
Cada cual sabia sus penas,

Cada cual el sinsabor.

La Luna ‘

Asi por muchos afios, R‘%ﬂ‘eShmg me, cleansing me

‘ | Fueron amigos el hombre, el campo y el sol.
Y en cada fruto, en cada hoja
suw-nombre marcado quedé...

Smell of the Earth

In the early mommg
L ‘Maria Elena Cazares

Fragrant with the sme@i/

~ Hace mucho ﬁempo .

I can still smell you on my sweaters
even though they have reluctantly
been washed over and over again
I still feel you when you leave even

though you havent left mein atong time.

Hace mucho, mycho t:empo
Even though you have only
been gone for two Weeks
Even though it feels like T F
have lived a dozen changes since then

She is Mujer

Coyoxauhqui
Ixchel

She is Poder

She is a month
Hace muchisimo tiempo SRS

que ya te vuelvas

me haces falta She is life

As she moves the tldes

Hace demasiado tiempo The raging waters within me
Yy ya lo se que no volveras
‘pero hace demsiado tiempo que
. devuelvas a ser conmigo
y siempre me sentire asi...

hace demasiado tiempo

She is my mother

~anonymous My roots be gm

On the matriarchal arbol de familia

Luna

CiSs
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Making the barrio streets bright
Protecting the neighborhood throughout the night

Embroidered with rainbow threads and yarn

Shrinking as she makes her distance

El sabor clean and pure like water

March 8th /Marzo 8
Dia internacional de la mujer
Se celebra una vez
se recuerdan sélo un mes
La muger, la victima de @ campana
econdmica global contra la vida,
Contra el respeto a la Tierra
La muger, la roca que resiste [a fuerza de la ola
Es el simbolo de vida es la representacion de infusticia
La mujer vive 365 dias y mil afios
%V se le recuerdo s6lo un 8 de marzo *
La mujer resiste y existe
La muger protege a sus hijos
Y defiende sus derechos
La mujer, la ignora, la florona o la puta
®ero no la victoriosa, ﬁermna, rebelde o justa
Marzo 8, dia de la muger,
La mujer necesita 365 dias y mil afios para
Celebrar su existencia, su amor,
' Suvida 3y todo lo que significa ser mujer
Medicina sin receta, luz sin aceite
Es la mujer pmveedbr;z de vida yrfe comida
ey levantando pofvo
De rebelifia y exigiendo justicia
Las mu]eres de todo el mundo
Sus v0ces y sus manos tejen mantas de resistencia
La mujer que prepara h;;mmuﬁz en la cocina
' La muger en of campo, en [a oficina, en
En la cama 25}7040{ étaﬁmnw, la mujer en la guernilla

“La muger en {a escuela o en una celda escondida,en

hsfmnteras, las hermanas de Juarez
A todas las mujeres con respeto honoramos
b _ Su derecho a una vida con dignidad, paz
7 Gibertad de pensar, actuary hablar
Con libertad de poner resistencia contra el abuso
Yviolencia hoy y 365 dias mds mil aiios
En alianza con todas la mzé'enas del mundo

Que se escuche este canto

r <=

Desde Arroyo Hondo, Tepechitlan Zacatecas

Manos de
Muter




Commumty Events/Eventos de la Comunidad

,March 2004: March 31st, 2004 11th Annual Raza Youth Empowerment
César Chavez Week by La Raza Law Students Assoclatmn Conference @194 Chem, UCD

Events at Moot Court Room (first floor of the law : Sponsored by MEChA de UC Davis

school, located near the MLK statute) with the =
exception of the Thursday night Art Program.
March 15, The legacy of César Chavez and his
impact upon the Latino Community. Professor

April 23-25th
Women of Color Conference

uly . Keynote speaker: Andrea Smith, Native American Professor
Margaret Montoya from the University of New Mexico from the University of Michigan. Entertainment: Mango
March 16, Honorable Judge Emily Vasquez will discuss the role of - Tribe, Asian American Spoken word Women’s collective.

Latinos in the judiciary. In addition we will be hosting a Shadow Day in - Open to all. Workshop applications and registration forms
conjunction with the Black Law Students Association. avaialable at the CCC and WRRC.

March 17, Dean Kevin Johnson and Professor Bill Hing will discuss
President Bush’s proposed Immigration Reform.

March 18, A day dedicated to the arts addressing the role Art and
Media have played in the Latino Movement. Including Journalist Andy
Porras, Photographer Francisco Dominguez, Univision News Anchor
Pablo Espinoza and Artist Juanishi Orosoco.

March 18, 6:00-9:00pm UCD University Club featuring works by the
Royal Chicano Air Force and Poet Danny Romero. Also special perfor-
mance by Danzantes Del Alma and Mariachi singer Desiree Velasco.
For more information contact: Erica Alfaro, erialfaro@ucdavis.edu

April 1st-5th Native American Cultural Days &
Powwow ~

_ by Natives Empowered Through Unity and Education

~ 1st: 7pm @ Chem 194 American Indian Film Festival
2nd: 3pm @ Varsity Theater American Indian Film Festival
April 2nd DQU Powwow @6pm www.dqu.edu
April 3rd UCD Powwow 1lam-midnight Recreation Hall
April 4th UCD Powwow 11am-6pm Recreation Hall
April 5-9th Native American Cultural Days

April Budget Cuts March & Teach-Ins

Noviemenio Btidiaiitil Chifcans Do Atia April 12th Teach-In “where’s my money going”?
V1 uaian -
General Meetings Wednesdays 6pm Hart 1128 April 14th SAE ‘ PUENTE, MESA, EAOP March

Contact Vanessa vavila@ucdavis.edu for more information @Capital
‘http /wWww. 1b1b110 org/calpulli/mecha

o

Ongoing Events:

NAK MAY
Hermanos Macehual email:memo@naknet.org  Mayo 5, 1 Million Student March at the State Capital
General Meetings Thursdays 8pm Wellman 1 Call: 530.848.6686 in support of SB 1160
http://www.macehual.org/ www.naknet.or kappa May 10-15: La Raza Cultural Days
Eddie Casmona, ecarmona@ucdavis.edu Ill-literacs' May 15: La Gran Tardeada-
' e » SPITS” Open Mic May 26 Women of Color Poetry Night by Lambda Theta Nu

Mujeres Ay“fiando La Raza I'st Tuesdays of Every Month ,
General Meetings Wednesdays 8pm Wellman 1~ pgors open and signups at 7:30pm @
http://www.geocities.com/ucd mar//index.html  Olson206 Third World Forum
Crystal Gloria csgloria@ucdavis.edu ‘ April 24: 1st Annual Broken English ; Mondays ASPAPERs 4-6pm «

: ' APIA Arts & Activism Conference! http://www.ibiblio.org/thirdworldforum
Danzantes Del Alma http://www.ill-literacy.org S :
Practices: Mondays.& Thursday. . : o Student For Access in
@ 6PM- 11PM, 5 Lower Freeborn Chicanos/Latinos In Health Education - Education (SAE)
Student Manager: Mireya Lopez - General Meetings Tuesdays 6pm Hart 1105 Thursdays, @ 6pm Chican@

comopez@ucdavis.edu Eric Gonzalez mrgonzalez@ucdavis. Conf. Rm. (2nd floor Hart Hall)
www.spac.ucdavis. edu/danzantes/home htm : :

Campus Resources:

Student Recruitment and Retention Center

16 South Hall 530-754-6833

srrc@ucdavis.edu

Education Opportunity Program Information Office
228 North Hall 530-752-3472

eop@ucdavis.edu

Chicano & Latino Engineers &
Scientist Society (CALESS)

Fabiola Aguilera faquilera@ucdavis.edu
http://my.engr.ucdavis.edu/~caless/src/
main.html ; :

To see your organization’s
events or info in our next !
issue send it to Learning Skills Center

lapalabra@ibiblio.org 2205 Dutton Hall 530-752-2013

la WW ihace la fuerza! volumén 9, numero 1, marzo de 2004






