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Cf l 71, ppl-2; t com nt d upon the California Rifle and 
Pi ociation position on A O (Dunlap's untain lion bill), 
t luded it 1 "sa iors of Amrica" imagine 
t s sallying for a go r t army wi t eir 
s ritl ." Cf a er 71, p.3; th y co pa d bersh1p 
of 1 Rifle s h t t ot ie rr Club. hy not the 

or D fix tion bout firea s, hunting, 
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int 11 dn 1 ply eep t e is under the
rug , Club, beoaus it ig t b div1s1 . Of course 
th1 1 organization that do sn't av th strong 

b r ati t Sierra Club 0 . hat com 11 at s matter . 

I tru. you ill no 1 o of t s probl • ore 
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understand that, as a basis for discussion, our committee 
will be u s in the draft ' olicy on lants and Animals'' which was on 
the agenda for the Januar 12-13 meeting oft e Board of Director . 
Therefore, that is the document I ill respond to. 

fin man diffi ulties with this d cument, but feel that most 
of the problems are merely symptoms of a lack of agreement on basic 
principles. I feel that one indication of an imbalance in the document 
is the small !1umber of ords devoted to the "preamble" compared to the 
large number of ords which re then used to address pecifics. ctuall , 
many of the specific statements co n1tain general principles which would 
be applicable to other situations. feel that these general principles 
should be gathered together in one openin stat ment ("background" or 
"preamble") . 

It does not make sense to start discussing specifics until the basio 
prL ciples have first been spelled out, but the present and previous 
drafts all suffer that very serious flaw. 

I suggest that ou limit the scope of our concern to animal life . 
That is a sufficiently difficult subject in itself without complioating 
the issues by tr ing to talk about plant life at the same time. 

I suggest thatyour background statement discuss definitions. 
Having heard the discussions at the meeting of our ommittee in January 
of 1973, I feel th ta failure to have efined terms i s a very major 
source of our di ff icu lties. 

For exa ple, if "wildlife' is to include all naturally 
occurring species and populations, it then becomes difficult to avoid 
favoring protection of a host of micro and macro organisms which make 
life difficult or impossible for man. 

In my own part of Californi , this would include the endemic s oil 
fungus which invades human lung tissue. t ould also include the 
mosquito which transmits encephalitis to humans. As additional food 
for thought, remember that grizzly bears were quite numerous throughout 
California not too many ears go; are we to endorse removal of peo le 
so the grizzlies can be reestablished? 

I cite these examples to illustrate the necessity for defining 
our terms before ou attempt to address specifics. 

I really feel very strongly that our committee has had the cart 
before the horse too long, and that is the basic source of )our 



2. 
difficulties.. I urge that u forget the specifics until later. For
now, limit ourselves  to fundbmentals until we are i agreement on 
those. lhen we can tand some ch nee of getting agreement on the 
specifics which will follow.  

On the chance t at m above words of wisdom will be ignored, I 
will comment on one of the spe cifi ,s , namel the sec tion n unt ing 
a nd .t is h in . " 

6. Hun ing and Fishing. 

1raditi na 1, the ierra Club has been primarl y co cerne 
with the maintenance of ecos'stems, includi g the habitat and the 
populations hich occ pyth t habit t. I feel ery s trongly that this 
is preci ely here our coneern should continue to be centered. 

For the benefi of those who would like to place more phasis 
on the welf r of individual pecimens, I would like to point out how 
these people are making it more ifficul t fr u to protect the entire 
population or species of which that one animal is merel n e ample. 

In gener 1, a ingle animal could be provided with the necessities 
of life b man. But to provide for he continuing viabilit of a
ent·re popul tion or species, man usually must pre erve natural habitat 
and eco ystems on a large scale. hese habit ts n ecosystems re 
sometimes called ildlife refuges, national par , n tional forests, 
wilderness ares, etc. 

I vould like to remind our co 1ittee memb s tbat the Sierra Club 
has been quite active in achieving preservation and protect·on of such 
areas since its founding in 1892. In other ords, we have been protecting 
wildlife since our very beginnings. 

But we have not been a one in striving for the protection of habitat 
and ecosy tems. We have enjoyed the mutual assistance of many ot er 
organizations, some of which are sportsmens clubs, hunt ing an d fishin 
clubs, etc. A notable ex m_ple was the ight yea r effort it 
took to achieve passage of the ilderness ct of 1.64. Man iffercnt 
organiz tions worked for passage of that legislation, not the 1 i st of 
which a th tional Rifle ssociation . 

More recent ly, the one-mi lion member R A specifically endorsed 
our local efforts to incorporate the upper San Joaquin River rea into 
the ilderne s Sjstem; theY did this because we sked t em to. hen I 
was talking to a member of Senator Cran ton's t ff 1 st year, eking
hi-..: support for this proposal, I was asked what or anizations ere 
supporting it. I as very h pp to be ble to list a h f dozen differ nt 
t pes of organiz io s, including the an the erced ish n Gam 

lub. 

he Senator's staff member took notes at that point, and e med 
impre s sed b the di versi t of the su pporting organiz;;itions. o weeks
later, the Senator rote a let er in hich, for the fir time, he 
stated that he would su port he an Jo quin proposal. 

y point is that . would like to con tinue to receiv ve the supp rt 
of org nizations such as the atlonal ifle ssocia ti n nd he .erced 
Fish nd me lub. he re vit 1 to the success of our efforts! ,e 
c nnot afford to alienate th se which are hel ing us to protect 
habitat and ecosy tems, nd the population hich are dependent 
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doe s o dl But let sure ou that it 
unf 1  te t h have sho n it . he 
b .sic 11 h rcurrent, thou h p o ition to in 
general is tl st te. 

thin i 11 encou ter o sider bl opposition 
think at ou mean is, 

th st te ent 
n trophy hunti 

the use of hu ti techni es 
tic er dat· oft quality o in 

oesn't this s hat you re 1 mean? n ... til 1 it voids the 
objection ble phra ing ich cold c se severe misund erst ndings,  
p rticularly when taken out f conte t. ( an't you ee it in the 
hea lines? 'ierra lub objects o troph u tin. erio . ) 

he same ection, t e ne xt to la t en ten e is ob cure. I 
thin at o mean is, 

".e object t the use of i er ft, off-ro vehicles, or 
electronic t chn • q es t e rch for, ursue, or a ttra c 
ani al which re t be hunte . " 

n th me se tion, find the la t bee treme 
offen ive. It is ite c earl an i pl of non- st tic"
uses ie. hunting f i dlife. It i, t -mou d 

a of tr i g to p p t the oard so h 
dopt if it ere ted more openl. 

ul 

urge th t 
tO\ ar bunt· ng. 
helping t e err 

our committee dopt 
hat is, a pint of 

lub in it effort 

stru tiv attitu e 
i w hich would be con ucive to 
to preserve h bitat 

e c s t e s , and the nimal opul n which e dependent thereupon. 

rea .ze ha some of r member s fi d hunti o be iffi u 
subject. For tha re on I enclo ing c p of iona l udu bon 
'ociet 's policy  on hu ng. t on • n i i e hi h 
ni ht hep our group heir dellberati s. 

h nk OU f r ur onsidera tion of the s e ideas. 

s·n erel , 

eorge .. hitm e 
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ha you tor your not ot rch 8, in hich you request 
notification if I ish to continue receiving minute s and 
notices of the Sierra Club Mountaineering Committee. 

I do, particularly in iew of the changes in the Committee 
which I presu 111 accompany the change in 1ts chairmanship. 

lack of att ndance at past Committee meetings was not 
at all due to a lack of inter st, but rather was due to frustration 
end a sens of futility followin my attendance at the first few 
me tings of the l st Committee more than ten y ars ago. 

S1ncerel , 

George • Whitmore 
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I or rding th e closur to yo u since, I f lt ou might 
be he p rson in the Yokut r w o ld ave the greatest interest 
in the matte.r. 

Duff's l t n e t om. on e lse in the okut area 
must i the t lso, hut t t ay or may not have 
b n e rece i1 ved . i t. 

h st    is that 
t h e rson rry nck o bjecting to he hu nting might

of t se n ts ierra r:lub to op ose all hunti ng
It is p bl j usi his parti c l la:? 

as ope g w ha is est in the matter 
   t t n  mom nt. 

I fee 1 that th . c; particular - itua t ion w oul d 
in order to head off th anti-hu nt ers at th ass, 
t e pro lem at stake he e. 

ort i vesti ation 
if that is really 

( this pa st w eek end )
As you ma y know, the of Dire ctors/consi de e a resolutio 

calling u on them to ma clear th . fact h, t the Sierra Club is 
not op s to hu They refused to pass he r esolution, a d 
tabled it instead. ction ill prob ably be construed as an 
• nti-huntin t:., tanc y those ho want the Cl b to t ake that position. 
I ca s the cha pter newsletter head lines already,  ''Sierra Club 
R ses to En orse Hunting!" (Al hough th endorsemment of hunting 
h s n v er b .e rought up, the anti-hunters re tryi ng to make an 
issue o t ot it in ord r to get backlash hich will help them to 
et actual o p position to h n ing.) (I othe r words, the y are not 
illing to let the Club mainta in a neutral tance ---th e y figure they 

ha • b t t r cha nc of t ti wha t t y ant by seeking a n outright 
confront t ion.) 

I hope you c · get acti ly i ol din this roblem. It is 
assumin major proportions, and it looks ike e r eaded for a 
sho dow non it-- rhaps later his ar. I the e r t ime, e re
e tin a ve s ubl city w ich i s damagin the Club, a 11 a 

being h rmful to hu tr an hunting. 
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11 er ess 1eld Studie 

nd to John tiegler ("Zeigler"

on hi co Duncan din er, ca me through yesterday 
en ute t riou central ierra udy rea . I had had them top 
at the equoia . F. offi 1c i Porterville before co i here, and 
the h do n excellent Job of follo ing my instructions ile 

the . fi ce--the y obt ine roadle s area bound ries and timber 
sale info o ich I had been lacking. 

I 
t m b 
the 

ctic day-- ix hours preparing instruction tor 
arriv d, follow ed by another six hours of primin 

here. hey left in a cloud of paper, ith me 
f lin d h rdl cra oh t e surface of wh t was needed. 

0 
ruction 

cert i 
quit open-ended, b cau e 

a con 1 tions t th time 
of e • 
I i l 1 
come c 

no point 
h t 

h re 1 

11 g you ere they thght go ; 
ere able o cover aft er hey 
a. • 

I b d elf formally appointed rdina of ildernes
ield tudies tor the c apter rea, 
his help to cl r up so of the 11 

o i Official. I hope 
of c nie tion. It also 

means I h v odest budget for ho 11 supplies. 

It 1 s not clear o me 
tor tr nsport tio or food. 
ppreciate it. (I' orry 

h r ny atio al funding is availabl e 
If you oould let e kn would eertai ly

o bother you o that, but I s1 ply can't 
r ca11 hether there 
Organ ipe etin 

y definite t t ment made about it at the 
11 li te re clo ely next time ! } 

I ha only one copy of the reportin form which Duff as giving 
out h t dy te lat it eso ped from me yesterday. 
I ou app reciate 1t if you oul en t l on (or ore) sets. 
lso o terial hich is intended to s 1st u coordinator. 

Luis s in so organized for area farther 
nort b 1 pa y countin o to look after 1 t down his 

I ern eh has rab le n ber of roadless 
b er he t i Go rout nd 

n ; ou might sound out rr o e if he o s 
e oth -K r re bei dequatel looked atter. 

incer ly, G orge hitmore 
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Jon o ior 

D ar John, 

My suggestio s nd request 
attention r s follow s: 

for items ne .. d ng xecutiv e committee 
-    

d
t 

CO S RVA IO :
estside Free y--po ort 
ogers Crossing--report 

1 n for ction 
HJ 444 (Sequoi N .. hydro facility)-- rep rt nd action  
Wilern s ield Studie - -- e ort    

S an Jo ln il ern ss--rep rt        
-- authoriza tion or interim brochure

Oil Sump --r,port 
Summer Procedure (in co s. hmn's a bs nce)

S ECRETA RY:      
st Binders for Minutes-- ction fin lized? 

 

ng Permit 
id tion ct C lifornia C ters--report 

--pla n for 

Report. 

It r not 11 s ted in any or d e r of im p l 1 d priority. 

I realize t t some of the con servatin items may h ve been 
t the c n rvat ion comm i tt e meeting  this past eek. In 

r e sume th t o 1 ly brief repo t uld e i order. 

a ks, nd you 'edn sda y. 

Geor e Whitmore 

(I tried· phoneBill anner od Y--S t rd d foun d th t is 
pbon h been disconne cte d you h ve Yid ho to re ch him?) 
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I guess you and Duncan will be submitting a report in due 
oourse, but in the meantime I am needing the maps for further 
trips we are trying to schedule. 

New sheets you had were Patterson Mtn, Giant Forest, Tehipite 
Dome; a used sheet was Triple Divide Peak, and a partial sheet was 
Marion Peak. 

I am particularly concerned about getting the Triple Divide Peak 
map back, as it was my personal copy and had a considerable amount of 
oorreotions and notations on it which I had made over the years. 
I have no other record of the information which is on that map. 

It would help me in knowing how to plan further trips this summer 
if I could know what and how much you and Duncan learned. I realize 
that hardly anybody gets a kick out of writing reports, and that is 
why we don't reallY expect anything very lengthy. But we do need at 
least a collection of notes and comments; these do not have to be 
organized into any particular format, so long as it is clear what 
each comment refers to. Having your route drawn in on the topographic 
maps helps considerably in understanding the oomments, and in helping 
us to plan where other people should go. 

I am especially anxious to get your observations of the area from 
the Kings River up through Bear Wallow and on up to the eisman Spring 
area, since it is unlikely that anybody else will went to go into that 
area this late in the season. e know that the road goes from Black 
Rook up to the ridge orest and then up Rogers Ridge (it shows on the 
Sierra National Forest map which I gave you). But what we are especially 
concerned about is the area which you walked through which lies west 
of the road. I don't know of anyone else, besides you and Duncan, who 
has been in that particular area; it would reallY help if you could 
tell us something about it. 

nd please try to get the maps back to us, espeoiallY my personal 
copy of the Triple Divide Peak sheet. 

Thanks for Your help. 
Sincerely, 

george 
George W. hitmore 
 



r E. 

Dear L rr , 

Re • 
Con rv 
the i 

h1ch I 
co puta 
"405", 

i 

The previou 
to 1970, nd t i 

P.O. x 485 
ing burg 

California 93631 

22 Jun 1973 

" for legislator , h League of
rt ubsequent to th t h1oh gave 

. The o t recent chart of heirs 
1 71 otes and one 1970 vote. On a 
an ing ystem ranging trom "1" to 

oh n son al 3 1, and Sisk 264. 

L gue ch t a don oti g from about 1961 
t e on hich contains t e figures you ere using. 

ctuall b th chart leav e ch to be de ired regarding the 
validity of t ir r tings, but the earl e chart i e pecially crude 
in thi r rd. Both ch rt ck o ledge their shortcomings at least 
in part. 

One factor t ey do not ention i that a legis lator can vote 
the "correct"  ay on is u out d hi own rea, but vote " rong" 
on ues i thin his o district. Th League ha made no attempt to 
take th1 factor into account. (S sk has ite a reputation for doing 
hi doe the Fr no Bee.) 

It e to that ho Sis k, thias, and John on stand on 
local issue i t hin their own di tricts is far more critical to us 
than ho they ot on nation 1 is u such s hoe on which the 
League bases its co putations. Their ote on 1 sue such as he SST 
or the Highway T rut nd i only one out of 435--but on local ilderne•• 
issue th ir vote is practi cally 100 per ce t of that 435! And becaus e 
th ir vot on the local is u i so criti cal, I feel it would be suicida l 
for u o eek a or confrontation. W e ould lose, to tit bluntly. 

he be t can hop for, in these distria t this ti e, is to score 
point hrough a g adual proce o education. nd thi 1 what some 
of u h e been orkin toward. h v scored so e de t successes,  
and I eel e hould tick with winnng g plan. If and hen e 

top ho ing ny progr s, then e ca con lder changing the tactic. 

Inc 11, or not h v hear th t the Fresno City 
council • ly to ppo e the Ro ers Cross i g dam. nd the 
Fres Co o y Committee mor or le took no position  --
consi r th p ple on that co ittee it a quite remarkable for 
~ ore in r lat i el neutr 1. T ee h bee some cot ion re. 
tatu of Zeno ch' 6 3; it pp rently will ot be going to Finance 

a r all becau t as ended in ch a ~ as not to require a study. 
Lli mean ,h· t t sta ds ch better ohenee. You mi ht check with 
John Zierold o hi. It 1 d d to c 11 tor a moratorium, 
r ther than inelu ion i n the ~rot o d Tater a Syate; it apparently 
ould have t il d ven i n atural Re if it had not been o am nde. 

Sincerel , ., George itmo e 
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