The California Writers Series, begun in January 2006, brings California writers to read and discuss their work with students, faculty and members of the wider Bakersfield community on the CSUB campus. The CWS is sponsored by Sigma Tau Delta, the English Honor Society, Walter Stiern Library, Associated Students, Inc., and the Department of English. Previous readers have included Kay Ryan (former U.S. Poet Laureate), Wanda Coleman, Joe Wenderoth, Susana Chavez-Silverman, Pam Houston, Ngugi wa Thiong’o, Brian Turner, Aimee Phan, Frank Bidart, Alex Espinoza, and Mona Simpson. For more information about the series, contact Dr. Marit MacArthur at mmacarthur@csub.edu.
Thanks to Russo’s Books for managing the sale of books by authors in the California Writers Series. 
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Reviews of The Lotus-Eaters (2010)

“Splendid… Sensual romantic entanglements and elegant writing add to the pleasures of The Lotus Eaters.” 

~ The New York Times Book Review

“Ms. Soli has done prodigious research about the Vietnam War, particularly about the role of female war photographers, and so is able to imbue an otherwise deeply romantic book with a strong sense of history. She artfully uses Helen’s autodidactic approach to photography as a way of raising questions that her readers need to answer too. What is a war photographer’s mission? The book suggests that the job involves developing both a discerning eye (Sam is said to have birdlike movements, as if they allow him to look at things from many angles at once) and an analytic understanding of what the camera records.


Helen’s experience peaks when she has mastered these aspects of the job. It becomes irrevocably altered when she senses the vulturelike attitude of journalists who flock to the site of a lost war for reasons of naked professional ambition. By the end of the story — in ways that bring to mind the feverishness of the Iraqi war film “The Hurt Locker,” with its very different locations, job descriptions and wartime imperatives — she has been utterly transformed. She is no longer a witness to history. As Ms. Soli makes her readers understand very viscerally, Helen has become part of the history that she set out to record.”

~ Janet Maslin, The New York Times

Tatjana Soli was born in Salzburg, Austria.  She received her B.A. from Stanford University and her M.F.A. in fiction from the M.F.A. Program for Writers at Warren Wilson College.  Soli lives with her husband in Orange County, California.  Her first novel, The Lotus Eaters (2011), won the James Tait Black Award.

Soli’s short stories have appeared in Boulevard, The Sun, StoryQuarterly, Confrontation, Gulf Coast, Other Voices, Third Coast, and Sonora Review, among other journals.  Her work has been twice listed in the 100 Distinguished Stories in Best  American Short Stories.
For more information about Soli, please visit her website at www.tatjanasoli.com
