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Jeremy Calder is a PhD Candidate in the Department of Linguistics at Stanford University. His research examines the ways speakers use rhythmic resources to create distinct linguistic styles. His recent research explores how drag queens employ a performative rhythmic style in Reading, a ritual insult practice that is meant to be playful and humorous rather than face-threatening. Other projects examine how high school students of different social groups use rhythm to construct their identities, and how rhythmic variation differentiates speakers in the California Central Valley based on social factors like age, gender, and sexual orientation.

About Tonight’s Lecture

In sociolinguistics, rhythmic variables have been shown to differentiate speakers based on broad social categories like age, gender, race, and sexual orientation (Thomas and Carter 2006; Coggshall 2008; Szakay 2006; Calder et al 2013). This talk explores the role rhythm plays in constructing linguistic styles, constructions made up of multiple interacting variants that point to various social meanings (Eckert 2008; Eckert et al 2014). Rhythm can be used not only to differentiate the contrasting styles of different speakers (interspeaker variation), but also to signal style shifts employed by a single speaker in order to convey a variety of meanings to a listener (intraspeaker variation). This study explores the role rhythm plays in: (1) differentiating two stylistically opposed speakers in a Detroit-area high school, and (2) creating a performative linguistic style in a practice among drag queens called Reading.
