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PART'S Perspective:
Puerto Rican Political Prisoners and Prisoners of War Released

Que Viva Puerto Rico Libre!
T he fo rces o f  liberation  and deco lo n iza tio n , and  the cam p aig n  to  free po litica l 
p riso n ers  and prisoners o f  w ar held  by  the  U .S ., have  w on a trem en d o u s v icto ry . 
Eleven Puerto R ican political prisoners and prisoners o f  w ar w ere re leased  from  U .S. 
prisons in Septem ber, under a  co n d itio n al c lem ency  by  P resid en t C lin ton . W e m ust 
savor the v ictory , and  a lso  deepen  o u r u n d e rstan d in g  o f  how  it w as w on  and  how  it 
can be built on.

E dw in C ortes, E lizam  E scobar, R ica rd o  Jim enez, A do lfo  M atos, D y lc ia  Pagan, 
A lberto R odriguez, A lic ia  R odriguez , Ida L uz R odriguez , Luis R osa, A le jan d rin a  
T orres, and  C arm en  V alen tin , w ere  ju s tly  w elcom ed  as heroes and pa trio ts by the 
P uerto  R ican  people. E ach w as greeted  by fam ily  m em bers and  su p p o rte rs as they

em erged  from  prison  ga tes  fo r th e  first tim e  in as m uch  as 19 years. T he cam paign  
h a d  un ited  even  P uerto  R ican s w ho  id en tified  w ith  com m onw ealth  and sta tehood  
parties behind the dem and for freedom  for the independentistas. Prior to  their release, 
o v e r  100 ,0 0 0  p eop le  m arch ed  in  S an  Ju an  to  dem an d  th a t C lin ton  e lim inate  the 
u n ju s t and  in su ltin g  c o n d itio n s he  w as p lac in g  on  th e ir  release.

A n e c s ta tic  c row d ce leb ra ted  th e  re leased  freedom  fig h te rs w hen they arrived  in 
P u e rto  R ico . A s T T T  w as g o in g  to  p ress, th e  p risoners w ere scheduled  to appear 
together a t a rally in Lares on Sep tem ber 2 3 , co m m em o ra tin g  the G rito  de Lares, the 
call fo r Puerto  R ican  in d ep en d en ce  from  Spain . T h is  act fu rther challenged  and 
o b v ia ted  som e o f  th e  u n ju s t re stric tio n s C lin to n  im posed  in h is c lem ency  offer.

But much remains to be done. Puerto Rican 
political prisoner Juan Segarra Palmer, who 
also accepted Clinton's conditional 
"clemency," must serve 5 more years. 
Antonio Camacho Negron, previously 
paroled and then returned to prison for 
refusing to abide by parole restrictions, is still 
imprisoned, having declined Clinton's offer 
to forgive a fine. So is Oscar Lopez Rivera, 
serving a 55-year sentence, who rejected 
Clinton's offer to serve 10 more years prior to 
release. POW Carlos Alberto Torres, serving 
a 70-year sentence, was described by the 
White House as the leader o f the "Fuerzas 
Armadas de liberación Nacional," (FALN) 
and denied even a conditional clemency 
offer. Jose Solis, recently imprisoned in an 
FBI frame-up, was apparently not considered 
for clemency. Also still behind bars is 
Haydee Beltran, arrested with a number of 
the others. She had asked that her case not be 
included in the campaign to free political 
prisoners and POW's, but clearly the 
campaign to win the freedom of the Puerto 
Rican independentistas remaining in 
captivity must now include her. And the 
eleven who were released still face 
illegitimate restrictions on their ability to 
associate with each other and with other 
leaders of the Puerto Rican independence 
movement such as Rafael Cancel Miranda, 
one of the Puerto Rican Nationalist prisoners 
released unconditionally by Pres. Jimmy 
Carter 20 years ago.

WHY AND HOW THE VICTORY 
WAS WON

Despite the conditions, the release represents 
a breakthrough in the struggle to gain 
recognition that the U.S. holds political 
prisoners and P.O.W.'s. "We think this is an 
unprecedented, historic moment," said 
attorney Jan Susler, who represented the 
prisoners and won them an unprecedented 
conference call to discuss Clinton's offer. 
"[T ]he president o f the United States ... 
recognize[d] that men and women who have 
dedicated their lives to the freedom o f their 
country deserve to be free.. to participate in 
the political, legal process to shape the future 
o f their country. " What's more, the fact that 
Clinton took this action in the face of 
concerted political opposition not only from 
the Republicans but also from members of 
his own party and cabinet, even his wife, 
demonstrates that the issue o f the prisoners is 
situated in the colonial political realities of 
Puerto Rico.

The victory is due, first o f all, to the 
prisoners themselves, who have struggled to 
maintain their principles, their unity and their 
connection to the independence struggle 
from behind the walls far almost 20 years. 
The unceasing struggle to free the political

prisoners and POW’s which has been carried 
out since the capture o f some o f them in 
Evanston Illinois almost two decades ago 
also deserves tremendous credit. That 
campaign built on the 1979 success o f the 
movement to free the Puerto Rican 
Nationalist prisoners, Cancel Miranda, Lolita 
Lebron, Irvin Flores and others, for whom 
some of the current prisoners campaigned in 
the years before their own captivity. In 
particular, the National Committee to Free 
Puerto Rican Political Prisoners and 
Prisoners o f War persevered in the face o f 
condemnations of the FALN as terrorists, 
COINTELPRO operations against it by the 
FBI, occasional political divisions among 
Puerto Rican independentistas in the U.S., 
and all other obstacles. Certainly other forces 
also played a key role, particularly the forces 
in Puerto Rico itself who made the prisoners 
household words and symbols o f Puerto 
Rican identity.

What probably pushed the campaign for 
release over the top was the convergence o f 
the issue o f the freedom fighters' unjust 
captivity with the demand to get the U.S. 
Navy out of the Puerto Rican island of 
Vieques. Both issues, intimately connected to 
the colonial domination of Puerto Rico by the 
U.S., achieved near-unanimous support 
among the Puerto Rican people after decades 
o f patient agitation, led by independentistas. 
Puerto Ricans o f all party affiliations and 
positions on the status question were 
increasingly militant in their demand that 
their freedom fighters and national symbols 
be released and that the U.S. Navy stop 
bombing Vieques and return the land to 
Puerto Rican control. When Puerto Rican 
boxer Felix "Tito" Trinidad won the 
welterweight boxing title from Oscar de la 
Hoya, a man at his shoulder was waving a 
flag with the slogan "Pa: Para Vieques" — 
Peace fo r  Vieques. Faced with this unanimity 
on both issues among Puerto Ricans, Clinton 
was forced to conclude that the cost to the 
U.S. in Puerto Rico o f not acting was greater 
than any political price he might pay in the 
U.S. for granting clemency.

Several other factors also reinforced this 
calculation for Clinton. First o f all, support 
was building on both issues in the U.S. itself, 
based on the sentiments o f the large 
displaced Puerto Rican community. Other 
Latino organizations and political figures in 
the U.S., along with virtually every office 
holder o f any political affiliation in Puerto 
Rico, signed on to the campaign to release 
the Puerto Rican prisoners. Rev. Jesse 
Jackson and other significant political figures 
responded to the campaign against the US 
military in Vieques after the Navy killed a 
civilian in its bombing, and the use of 
so-called 'depleted' uranium ordinance was

revealed. Internationally renowned people 
such as Bishop Desmond Tutu and the UN 
itself endorsed the call to free the Puerto 
Rican prisoners. Clinton realized that 
frustrating this campaign ran the risk o f 
pushing the Puerto Ricans further towards 
the camp of pro-independence struggle and 
opening further fissures in the U.S. itself in 
favor o f de-colonization for Puerto Rico.

Rather than any calculation about the 
political value o f the release for Hillary in a 
US Senate run, what probably made up 
Clinton’s mind was the re-emergence o f 
armed struggle on the island. The recent 
period has seen organizing from 
clandestinity, connected to struggles over 
Vieques and the mass, worker-led movement 
and general strike against privatization o f the 
phone system. Clinton’s fear o f N O T  
releasing the prisoners was well-founded in 
the political climate in Puerto Rico.

This fear on Clinton's part reflects the 
importance o f understanding that the U.S. is 
an empire, with all the vulnerabilities that 
empires have. Every empire in history has 
crumbled to dust because it is impossible to 
sustain indefinitely the domination over 
colonized people. Control over Puerto Rico 
has been a strength o f the US empire, such 
as projecting its military strength into the 
Caribbean, but it is turning into a weakness. 
This becomes an insoluble contradiction. The 
US corporate efforts to privatize the Puerto 
Rican telephone system led to a general 
strike initiated by the telephone workers 
union. The mobilizations over that issue, 
along with Vieques and the prisoners' 
release, has led to the re-emergence o f armed 
struggle and organization in clandestinity in 
Puerto Rico. For Emperor Clinton, these 
were worrisome developments.

WHAT REMAINS TO BE DONE

First o f all, we must support and defend the 
released prisoners in their efforts to 
participate in and advance the struggle for 
Puerto Rican independence. "The FBI and 
Justice Department have said point blank 
that the president should not have granted 
clemency," Jan Susler said. "Because they 
have showed us their hand and showed us 
they will not be unbiased, objective law 
enforcement, we have taken it upon 
ourselves to mobilize protection for the 
prisoners and watchdog groups who will be 
watching the people responsible for 
enforcing the conditions." This protection 
must extend to the organizations such as 
CUCRE in Puerto Rico (Community United 
Against Repression) and NCFPRPPPOW s 
and Pro-Libertad in the U.S. that have 
campaigned to free them.

Second, we must re-double our efforts to free 
the remaining imprisoned freedom fighters 
Zenaida Lopez said her brother Oscar "was 
in total agreement" with the decision o f the 
11 others to take the conditional clemency. 
Lopez directly told Ricardo Jimenez to "go 
home." But he and the other remaining 
Puerto Rican prisoners must now become a 
focus of the struggle. And that struggle must 
be even more intimately connected to the 
decolonization and self-determination of 
Puerto Rico. Clinton was forced to act 
because o f the strength o f the Puerto Rican 
movement and its allies. But he was able to 
pick and choose whom he would release and 
what conditions he would try to impose 
because there has not been a significant, 
widespread anti-colonial movement in the 
U.S. agitating against the empire and in favor 
o f independence for Puerto Rico It is the 
U.S. flag which flies illegitimately over 
Puerto Rico: the U.S. military, particularly 
the Navy, which illegally occupies Puerto 
Rico, and therefore it is the U.S. people who 
must step forward to oppose U.S. 
colonialism in Puerto Rico.

This is not only out o f a sense of obligation, 
but out o f  an understanding that the 
oppressive power that the U.S. government 
and corporations exert in Puerto Rico is the 
same power that victimizes, oppresses and 
exploits people inside the U.S. as well. In an 
empire, there are no citizens, only subjects. 
Defeating the empire in Puerto Rico will help 
liberate us all.

Finally, we need to understand and apply the 
anti-colonial, anti-imperialist lessons o f the 
successful campaign to free many of the 
Puerto Rican political prisoners and POW's. 
The campaign was fundamentally grounded 
in the colonial case o f Puerto Rico and 
attracted adherents out o f campaigns to 
confront the colonial conditions and 
indignities experienced by the Puerto Rican 
people in their homeland and in the U S., so 
that the prisoners came to represent the 
dignity and pride o f the Puerto Rican people. 
Can this be applied to other cases? 
Absolutely. The unjust imprisonment o f 
Leonard Peltier, for example, must be 
connected to the U.S. government's forced 
relocation o f  Navajo and Hopi at Big 
Mountain, to the continuing racism and 
oppression in South Dakota and Nebraska 
against the Sioux, to struggles over native 
sovereignty in New York and California.

The case for Mumia Abu Jamal should not 
be reduced only to challenging the unjust 
conviction o f  one man, but to the opposing 
the racist death penalty and the colonial 
nature o f the criminal justice system. After 
all, Mumia himself has always stood against 
the racist prison system and against the death 
penalty as a whole. Just as the Puerto Rican 
political prisoners and the campaign to free 
them helped sustain and advance the 
movement for Puerto Rican independence in 
the face o f state repression, the Black 
liberation movement can reassert itself by 
struggling to free Mumia and its other 
political prisoners in the context o f fighting 
today's struggles against oppression. The 
struggle to free Mumia must extend to all 
political prisoners, particularly to other 
imprisoned members of the Black Panther 
Party and targets o f COINTELPRO. After 
all, it was on the basis o f  Mumia's 
membership in the Black Panther Party and 
his life-long commitment to Black liberation 
that he was targeted for the death penalty. 
Mumia's case must be tied to the battle 
against police brutality and the use o f the 
police as an occupying army in communities 
o f color. After all, it was police brutality 
against Mumia's brother and the police 
shooting and mistreatment o f Mumia himself 
that marked the situation that resulted in 
Mumia’s frame-up for the death  o f  a cop. 
Such connections will not weaken or isolate 
the campaign to save Mumia's life, but lay a 
firm foundation for its success.

Puerto Rico



COMMUNITY CONTROL OF POLICE
OR

OUT-OF-CONTROL POLICE STATE
b y

M ic h a e l  N o v ic k

L. A. killer cop David Mack got caught robbing banks. His ex-partner, L. A. 
killer cop Rafael Perez, got caught stealing cocaine from the LAPD  
evidence locker and selling it on the street. That cocaine had been logged  
in by L. A. killer cop Frank Lyga (a white undercover cop who killed o ff  
duty Black cop Kevin Gaines). Perez's current partner, killer cop N ino  
Duren. gave perjured testimony about gang violence that enabled L. A. 
District Attorney Gil Garcetti to obtain a controversial gang injunction 
against Latino youth in the Rampart D ivision where these killer cops 
worked.

But now that this nest o f  vipers has been exposed, Perez has cracked and 
begun blowing the whistle and police and federal investigators are digging  
how high and how wide the culture o f  violence and cover-up extended.

As we go to press, we know that Perez has admitted shooting an unarmed,

handcuffed man, Javier Ovando, in the head, and that his partner Duren 
covered it up with a planted 'drop' gun and rock cocaine. We know that 
Perez has admitted that another incident, in which cops shot Jose Perez, 
wounded a witness, Salvador Ochoa, and killed Juan Manuel Saldana, was 
also dirty, with police covering up that the victims were unarmed with 
perjured testimony and 'drop' guns.

W e know that L. A. killer cop Brian Hewitt, involved in that incident, has 
been fired along with a fellow cop, for the bloody beating o f  Ismael Jimenez 
in a Rampart station interview room and its subsequent cover-up.

We know that Duren invented stories o f  mad dog gang killers armed with 
sem i-automatic weapons to help the D. A. convince a judge to grant an 
unprecedented injunction limiting the rights o f  association o f  Latino youth. 
And the disclosures are still pouring out daily!

Yet even as organizing against police abuse 
and brutality grow s, the drum  beat o f  police 
beatings and m urders continue. In San Jose, in 
the face o f  g row ing protests, police have shot 
and killed 8 people in nine m onths. A fter 1000 
people m arched in the Inland Em pire to protest 
the R iverside police killing o f  T yisha M iller, 
nearby San Bernardino sheriffs shot and killed 
three people in as many weeks. In Com pton, El 
M onte police shot and killed an unarm ed 
grandfather after they sm ashed in the doors to 
his hom e in a 'm istaken ' d rug  raid. In Los 
A ngeles, in the wake o f  extensive protests o f  
the shooting death o f  M argaret M itchell, a 
hom eless Black w om an, the notorious "SIS" 
death  squad killed two m ore m en after a 
robbery. In San Diego, police shot and killed a 
form er NFL star, D em etrius D uB ose, in an 
incident that has raised charges o f  racism .

The problem  is hardly restricted to California. 
In New York, where the killing o f  A m adou 
Diallo was met by a m assive cam paign o f  civil 
disobedience, police responded by killing nine 
people in the m onth o f  A ugust alone. In 
F lorida, prison guards beat to death a m an on 
Death Row. In Chicago, police shot and killed 
Black people in two different traffic incidents 
on the same night. In Las Vegas, two m en who 
w ere then cops, C hristopher B rady and Ron 
M ortenson, were found guilty o f  a 1996 hate 
c rim e A ccording to the US attorney, the two 
conspired to harass and in tim idate H ispanics, 
resulting  in their shooting to death Daniel 
Mendoza, 21. And the list could go on and on, 
big cities and small tow ns, victim s, Black, 
Latino, Asian, white, Native A m erican.

W hat is m ost rem arkable is that these new  
atrocities and disclosures com e in the face o f  
alleged efforts at police 'reform ,' in the face o f  
a grow ing political m ovem ent focusing on 
stopping such racism  and abuse, in the face o f  
a supposed com m itm ent by Janet Reno and 
Clinton's Justice Departm ent to "restore trust in 
the police" by investigating and prosecuting 
excessive force. This persistence should push 
us to deepen our understanding o f  how 
intractable and system ic this problem  is. But it 
should also m ake us sharpen ou r analysis and 
understanding o f  the basis o f police abuse. And 
it should challenge us to com e forward with 
m ore effective solutions and organizing  
strategies that can deal w ith a problem  o f  this 
enormity. On O ctober 22nd, tens o f  thousands 
o f  people will march against police brutality in 
cities across the country. But w hat will we do 
on October 23rd? How can we materially affect 
the strategies and operations o f  the police?

H ow  should we build the unity o f  popular 
forces than can really deal w ith this problem ?

It is the reality o f  colonialism , o f  the police 
delegated  to act as an occupying arm y in 
com m unities o f  color, and as an internal border 
guard  for m ore privileged com m unities, that 
form s the base upon w hich cases like the 
curren tly  exposed L. A. scandals m ust be 
understood. The tens o f  thousands o f  
unjustified , often unrecorded traffic stops o f  
Blacks and Latinos, carried out by departm ents 
across the country, lead to racially disparate 
arrest rates, racially disparate shootings and 
killings, racially d isparate trials, convictions 
and sentences.

T he gang injunctions obtained w ith perjured 
testim ony by the L. A. D istrict A ttorney, were 
simply the new court-sanctioned version o f  the 
old "O peration H am m er" program  o f  m assive 
"gang" sw eeps o f  Black and Latino youths, 
m arked by 30,000 "pre-emptive" arrests by the 
LAPD.

Such program s and m ethods aim to crim inalize 
a whole generation o f  Black and Latino youth 
sim ply for their 'dem ographic profile.' Yet 
these crim es o f  racial status are form ing the 
basis for the three strikes incarcerations that 
are locking increasing num bers aw ay for the 
rest o f  their lives even as crim e rates continue 
to fall.

It is not necessary for all cops to be bad guys 
for the system  to function in this way It is not 
necessary for every cop to be a killer cop. It is 
only necessary to the system that the bad cops, 
the killer cops, be allowed to do their work 
unmolested for protracted periods o f  time. That 
way, on the streets, at any given time, the 
people they patrol do not know whether the 
particu lar cop they see is one o f the so-called 
'bad apples.' T h is  is the use o f  state terror to 
cow  the population into obedience.

The problem is not only police m isconduct, but 
police conduct. In New York, the cops boast 
about the fact that arrest rates continue to rise 
even as crime rates drop. Last year in N Y C, for 
the first tim e, police m ade more arrests than 
there had been reported  crimes -- 20,000 m ore! 
Those officers who jo in  to serve the 
com m unities are often broken down or driven 
out by the harsh realities of colonialism . The 
officers for whom  the tem ptations and 
corruption o f  pow er prove too strong are 
protected by the blue wall o f silence and by the 
system  until they becom e too m uch o f  an 
em barrassm ent, and then they are disowned. 
But the system goes on, training others to take 
their place.

G ood cop and bad cop is in fact a strategy o f 
policing and o f  interrogation, in which officers 
take turns playing the parts, to exert physical 
or psychological dom ination over the people 
they are dealing with. The good cops do not 
function to keep the bad cops honest; they are 
sim ply a necessary part o f  the equation o f  
con tro l, the carrot that w orks in tandem  with 
the stick. T his is sim ilar to the torture 
techniques taught by the US military and CIA 
to repressive Latin A m erican militaries. 
Effective torture requires not sim ply the 
application o f  pain, but the provision o f  relief.

N or are reform s, like the C hristopher 
Com m ission proposals made in response to the 
ou trage about the beating o f  Rodney King, 
going to solve the problem . Som e o f  the exact 
"bad cops" identified by name in that report 
w ere never even rem oved from the LAPD, 
because the pow ers- that be  need  that kind o f  
elem en t in the mix. W hat's m ore, the m ain 
C hristopher reform s, com m unity oriented 
policing  and the post o f  Inspector General, 
have been utterly defanged under the clean 
m achine regim e o f  LAPD C hief Bernard 
Parks.

In fact, the proponents o f  com m unity oriented 
policing describe it as the dom estic equivalent

Stop
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o f  psychological operations in the m ilitary, the 
e ffort to control the thinking o f  the population 
and the enem y to your advantage. In other 
words, it is more o f  the sam e m ilitarization o f  
the police that m arks the colonial approach!

Policing in the U.S. has functioned 
increasingly on a militarization model since the 
Black rebellions o f  the 1960's, when local 
police forces were overw helm ed, and the 
National Guard and regular Arm y forces were 
ta iled  in to cities across the U.S. The rulers 
vowed never to be caught short again. They 
unleashed C O IN TELPRO  as a dom estic 
counter-insurgency dirty war against Black 
revolutionaries such as in the Black Panther 
P arty , and they began to provide m ilitary 
w eaponry, training and centralized strategic 
planning to police departm ents under the Law 
E nforcem ent A ssistance A dm inistration 
( LEAA). This process has continued unabated.
Frank M orales, a New York com m unity 
activist, spelled out the extent o f  recent 
m ilitarization o f  the police in an article in the 
S um m er 1999 issue o f  Covert Action 
Quarterly "The Clinton adm inistration 
extended the police-m ilitary connection by 
m andating that the D epartm ent o f  Defense 
(D O D ) and its associated private industries 
form a partnership with the D epartm ent o f  
Justice (D O J)," M orales wrote in CAQ. The 
program , entitled, "Technology T ransfer From 
D efense" calls for the transfer o f  m ilitary 
technology to dom estic police organizations. 
P revious  direct transfers o f  this sort had been 
m ade only to friendly foreign governm ents. 
M orales concludes that this C linton directive 
"ensures the form alization o f  direct 
m ilitarization o f  the police. "

A recent round o f  organizing on the issue o f  
police abuse was directed at getting Clinton to 
speak out on the problem and Attorney General 
Reno to act o n  it Yet M orales reports that 
Reno, speaking to m em bers o f  the defense, 
intelligence, and industrial com m unities under 
C lin tons program  in N ovem ber 1993, 
welcom ed her guests, "to the kind o f  w ar our 
police fight every day. [L]et me challenge you 
to turn your skills that served us so well in the 
Cold War to helping us with the war we're now 
fighting daily in the streets o f  our tow ns and 
cities across the nation." Shortly after Reno 
issued this challenge, DO D and DOJ entered a 
five-year partnership to form alize jo in t 
technology sharing and development efforts for 
law enforcement and those m ilitary operations

unrelated to war. A reas o f  shared m ilitary 
technology included "devices to detect 
concealed w eapons," to avoid Fourth 
A m endm ent lim itations against unreasonable 
searches. A nother shared technology is in the 
area o f  "virtual reality training, sim ulation, and 
m ission p lan n in g ."

Such training has been provided, according to 
M orales, by Firearm s T raining System s, Inc. 
(FATS), which, since 1984, has specialized in 
customized firearms training and psychological 
conditioning o f  police forces in the U.S. and 
foreign m ilitary organizations, including the 
armies o f  Singapore and Italy, the U.S. Arm y, 
A ir Force, and M arine C orps, and the BATF, 
FBI, and LAPD The President and C EO  o f  
FATS is Peter A. M arino, who was formerly 
the Director o f  the Office o f  Technical Services 
o f  the Central Intelligence Agency. M orales 
provides docum entation that nearly h a lf o f  the 
hundreds o f  para-m ilitary police units in the 
U.S. have trained with active duty military 
experts in special operations, while another 30 
percen t trained with police officers who had 
special operations experience in the military.

M orales quotes FATS ow n description o f  the 
nature o f  its sim ulation training. "You've got 
him  in your sights. D raw ing a gun, he turns, 
you fire. A life and death situation? Not if  it's a 
sim ulation system  from Firearm s Training 
System s (FA TS).... the leading w orldw ide 
producer o f  interactive sim ulation system s 
designed to provide training in the handling 
and use o f  small and supporting arm s." FATS 
developed its first video sim ulation system  for 
police and m ilitary application in 1985. Since, 
M orales reports, they have sold m ore than 
2,200 system s in over 30 countries.

FATS sim ulation system s, according to its 
m anufacturer, "enable users in law 
enforcem ent agencies and the m ilitary the 
ability to train in highly realistic scenarios 
through the integration o f  video and digitalized 
projected imagery and modified, laser em itting 
firearms that retain the fit, function and feel o f  
the original w eapon .... The FATS sim ulator 
evaluates each officer on a series o f  judgm ent, 
accuracy and reaction tim e ex erc ises ... U sing 
video or com puter im ages projected onto a 
screen, the simulator's easy to use m enu guides 
the user through a series o f  training exercises, 
which include appropriate use o f  deadly force." 
The company also boasts that "FATS system s 
used by law enforcem ent agencies are a viable

defense tool against liability lawsuits relating to 
alleged uses o f  excessive force. T he reason: 
officers training on FATS system s receive the 
m ost realistic training available to law 
enforcem ent personnel." An im portant selling 
point to departm ents that have been plagued by 
law suits for w rongful deaths caused by their 
officers!

Recently, M orales reports, FATS Inc. 
contracted  w ith the O ffice o f  N aval Research 
to produce a com m ercial version o f  the 
W eapons Team  Engagem ent T rainer (W TET). 
They will work directly with potential m ilitary 
and law enforcem ent custom ers to develop a 
comm ercial version o f  the system. The training 
sim ulators link large, video projection, digital 
aud io  technology, and infrared (IR ) location 
sensors to provide realistic training experiences 
to com bat and law enforcem ent personnel in 
place o f  traditional m arksm anship  exercises. 
T he long piece by M orales is available in 
C overt Action Q uarterly, at 1500 
Massachusetts Avenue NW , W ashington, D.C. 
20005. URL: h ttp ://w w w .covertaction.org

Lt. Col. Dave G rossm an, a form er Arm y 
R anger and paratrooper, and au thor o f  "On 
Killing," says that "m odern train ing  uses what 
are essentially B.F. Skinner's operant 
condition ing  techniques to develop a firing 
behavior in the soldier. T his training com es as 
close to sim ulating actual com bat conditions as 
possible." G rossm an asserts that operant 
conditioning is "the single m ost pow erful and 
reliable behavior m odification process yet 
discovered in the field o f  psychology, and now 
applied to the field o f  w arfare." He explains 
that behavioral engineering  geared to 
producing better killers is relatively recent.

A ccording to G rossm an, it has been 
dem onstra ted  that "in W orld W ar II, 75 to 80 
percent o f  riflem en did not fire their w eapons 
at an exposed enem y, even to save their lives 
and the lives o f  their friends." But by the 
Vietnam War, the non-firing rate w as closer to 
5 percent. This was accom plished through a 
process o f  desensitization, denial and 
indoctrination. "The m ethod used to train 
today's U.S. Arm y and USM C  soldiers is 
nothing m ore than an application o f  
conditioning techniques to develop a reflexive 
quick shoot ability," G rossm an concludes, and 
now  these m ethods are being used to train 
street cops in w aging w ar in our cities. No 
w onder we are seeing killings in w hich cops

em pty their w eapons into anyone perceived as 
a threat! The problem behind these shootings is 
not ' l ack o f  train ing ,' as liberal police 
reform ers assert. The training is one source o f  
the problem !

How can we begin to m ake a dent in this police 
s ta te  regim e? R em em ber the m essage o f  the 
Black Panther Party -- the people’s spirit is 
greater than the m an’s technology. The strength 
o f  the police rests not fundam entally o n  their 
arm am ents but on their political support. Only 
by directly  changing their anti-dem ocratic, 
co lonia l role can we begin to erode that 
support.

W e need to wage a pro-active cam paign not 
only to denounce atrocities after they happen, 
but to organize a com m unity  base to take on 
the pow er o f  the police. We need to build the 
call for a special prosecutor to handle 
com plain ts o f  police abuse. Beyond that, we 
need com m unity control o f  the police. We need 
e lected boards that set policies, hire and fire 
top police adm inistrators, and oversee the 
discipline o f  officers. We elect the people who 
con tro l our schools; why not the people who 
control our cops?

W e can take a step in this direction by creating 
local assem blies for com m unity control o f  
police, a kind o f  shadow  police com m ission 
that can begin the agitate and organize around 
a program  o f  de-m ilitarization o f  the police, 
that can provide a place for people to bring 
th e ir com plain ts and reports, and for officers 
w ho are  repelled by the role they have been 
assigned  by the rulers to com e and blow the 
whistle.

O ther m easures are needed. We certainly need 
to publicize the system ic nature o f  the 
atrocities, to protest the killings, beatings and 
in justice  and to pressure the system  to hold 
killer cops accountable. We can expand the 
netw ork o f  Cop Watch projects out on the 
streets observing police procedures and acting 
as a prevention m easure against brutality. We 
need to build m echanism s o f  com m unity 
self-defense. O ne contribution PA RT is 
m aking to this process is the e-mail distribution 
o f  cases o f  police abuse and exam ples o f  the 
people 's resistance to anti-abuse activists 
around the U.S. If  you'd like to get on the list, 
em ail us at:

p a r t2 0 0 1@ u sa .n e t.



M ilita n t  g a y s  a n d  l e s b i a n s  t a k e  to  th e  s t r e e t s ,  w a g g in g  t h e i r  f is ts  a t  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m .

Filipino Gays Join Anti-Dictatorship Movement in Philippines
The Progressive Organization o f  Gays in the Philippines 
(P rogay Philippines) and G ays United to W ipe Out American Military 
Presence in the Philippines (G UW APO ) called on gays and lesbians to jo in  
the broad anti-dictatorship m ovem ent under the auspices o f  the September 
21 Com m ittee, to march on the M alacanang presidential palace in M anila 
to oppose the resurgence o f  authoritarian rule under the Estrada regime. 
G UW APO  and Progay rallied sexual m inorities to jo in  the multi-sectoral 
protest rallies in major cities in the Philippines scheduled for Tuesday, 
September 21.

Oscar Atadero, secretary-general o f  Progay Philippines, issued a statement 
saying that “the rights o f  gays and other sexual m inorities are threatened.” 
He attributed this to the obvious political maneuvering o f  the party in power 
to edge out even the rival faction o f  the ruling classes.

“If Estrada is harassing his own party mates who disagree with his stand on 
charter changes, what more the ordinary gays and other poor sectors o f  
society, when he has succeeded in railroading through his political and 
econom ic reforms?” Atadero asked.

A tadero  know s first-hand  abou t the potential 
for political repression  in h is country . H e w as 
illegally a rrested  and becam e a political 
detainee du rin g  the fo rm er M arcos 
d ic ta to rsh ip . He noted  a n u m b er o f  d an g er 
s igns o f  the rebu ild ing  o f  a d icta to rial police 
state, such as the increasing bullying o f  c itizens 
d u rin g  rallies. He cited  the reb u ild in g  o f  
C A F G U s — righ t-w ing  para-m ilitary  
organizations —  in the barrios and po in ted  out 
that th is developm en t, a long  w ith  a rrests  o f  
suspected political enem ies o f  the p resid en t by 
the police, are chillingly sim ilar to the  m o n th s 
before m artial law  w as declared  by M arcos.

M ichael B ism ar, p residen t o f  the G U W A P O , 
w as scandalized  by the  re tu rn  o f  M arcos s ty le

ex travagance  by P residen t E strada and his 
en tou rage  a t a tim e o f  econom ic  hardsh ip  
th ro ughou t A sia, w hen  the fund ing  is d raw n 
from  the taxes paid by the increasingly  
im poverished  m asses o f  Filipinos. “T he hot 
c a rs  for E strada 's C ab ine t m em b ers and the 
ram pan t c ronyism  rem ind  us o f  Im elda's 
th o u san d s o f  shoes and excessive  jew e lry ,” 
B ism ar rem arked .

“ W hile  the p rices o f  oil and o ther basic 
c o m m o d itie s  are rising  beyond o u r m eans, it 
p a in s m e to  k now  w e now  have an 
adm in istra tio n  teach ing  people to gam ble  in 
o rder to solve the country’s financial cris is ,”  he 
added.

M eanw hile , a F ilipina lesbian group  called 
“ L esbond” also p repared  to m arch  against the 
d icta to rsh ip  on S ep tem ber 21. T hey  w ere 
scheduled  to rally in B aguio  together w ith the 
Innabuyog  W om en’s Federation  and 
T ong tongan  ti U m ili-B A Y A N .

Calling them selves “m akabayang b iyanang” or 
nationalist lesbians, fem inist lesbian poets from  
the city, tom boy farm ers from  the M ountain  
Province and butch w orkers from  the factories 
are  on  the w ar path against ch arter change, 
crony ism  and the rising  ty ranny o f  the 
U S -backed  and d irected  E strada  regim e. 
M eanw hile , P rogay  D avao  and  the Pink 
C ollec tive  o f  G ay C am p u s W riters w ere  also

sch ed u led  to spice up the Sep tem ber 21 
C om m ittee m ovem en t in Southern  M indanao.

T h e  P rogressive  O rgan ization  o f  G ays in the 
Ph ilipp ines (P ro-G ay) is a national m ass 
o rg an izatio n  o f  F ilipino gay m en seek ing  the 
liberation  o f  gays through genuine national 
freedom  and dem ocracy  in the Philippines. It 
also links w ith o ther gay-friendly heterosexual 
g ro u p s  w ith in  as well as outside the 
Ph ilipp ines.

V isit the Pro-G ay H om epage at 
h ttp ://m em b ers .tr ip o d .co m /~ p ro g ay _ philippi 
nes/

Map of the Philippines

GABRIELA Network, US Philippines women's solidarity organization
The Purple Rose Campaign

G ABRIELA Network, a U S Philippines women's solidarity organization, is 
launching the Purple Rose C am paign, a nationwide effort that seeks to raise 
awareness about sexual violence and hum an rights abuses against women. The 
campaign aims to get people in the U.S. to commit to opposing the traffic in women, 
and to make a promise not to patronize the sex trade. A "Purple Rose" pin will 
sym bolize this oath. Over the past ten years, GABRIELA Network has organized 
women throughout the United States and empowered people to pro-actively change

and improve policies and programs to ensure the welfare o f  all people. Two recent 
successes have been the developm ent o f  a Filipino Com m unity School, a summer 
program  housed at the Philippine American Library that teaches children 4 to 9 
years o f  age about a variety o f  topics, from history and geography to arts and 
culture; and a series dem onstrations against promoters o f the sex tourism industry, 
in conjunction with other US women's and student organizations, which effectively 
shut down some o f  their web sites.

B uild ing  on these successes, 
G A B R IELA  N etw ork cu rren tly  is launch ing  
the Purple Rose C am paign , w hich will 
include a series o f  educational activ ities and 
m ass actions against vio lence tow ards 
w om en, prostitu tion , the m ail-o rder bride 
industry , and labor export! G A B N E T  
im plem en ts  the Purple Rose C am paign  as 
part o f  its ongoing effort to b ring  a tten tion  to 
the global traffick ing  o f  w om en and the 
devasta ting  effects o f  g lobalization  on the 
lives o f  the F ilipino people, particularly  
w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n .

Filipina w om en’s lives are in grave danger. 
A s they  strive to m ake a living for their

fam ilies, m any w om en are pushed into the 
sex trade. They suffer extrem ely  exploitative 
w o rk  cond itions: em otional, physical and 
sexual abuses; and v io lence, including 
m urder. W e in the US m ust take an active 
role in bringing an end to the conditions that 
force w om en into these dangerous situations. 
M any o f  the  po lic ies that c reate  these 
co n d itio n s o rig inate  from  here. W e m ust 
raise o u r ow n and each other's 
consciousness, and act on that consciousness. 
T ak ing  part in the Purp le  Rose C am paign  is 
a  first step.

G A B R IE L A  N etw ork , Los A ngeles will 
c o n d u c t a local P urp le  Rose C am paign  as

part o f  an international effort. W e are hold ing 
a Purp le  Rose Ball, a benefit d in n er to raise 
m oney  for the efforts to end traffick ing  o f  
w om en . T he Purple R ose Ball w ill be held 
on Friday, O c tober 22, 1999 a t the W estin  
B onaventure  Hotel in dow ntow n  Los 
Angeles. All proceeds from  the Purp le  Rose 
Ball will go to the Ph ilipp ines to set up legal, 
m edical, and social serv ices for w om en w ho 
are  v ictim s o f  vio lence, such as trafficking. 
P lease  m ake y our reservation  o r sponsor an 
ad in the souvenir program  today. See ticket 
and ad prices below.

C ontact G A BRIELA  N etw ork, Los A ngeles 
at (213) 307-3696 or e-mail lazigrl@ ucla.edu

o r aenrile@ ucla .edu. W e recognize that 
w hile we m ay have been in the United Slates 
fo r m any generations, o u r ties across the 
Pacific are strong and lasting. W e thank you 
fo r y our support and solidarity.

T h e  Purple Rose Ball Program  C om m ittee 
G A B R IE L A  - N etw ork, Los A ngeles

Y ou can mail your reservation to 
G A B R IE L A  - Los A ngeles P .O . Box 3032 
C e r r i to s ,  C A  9 0703-3032  Please include 
nam e, address, and w hich ticket (d raw ing, 
$ 7 5 , or studen t/sen ior) D raw ing  T icket 
(ra ffle  and d inner included)- $100 D inner - 
$75 S tudents and Senior prices - $50


