P. 0. Box 485
Kingsburg
California 93631

£ June 1971
Barbara Johnson
Box GG
Davis Subject: Forest Highway 100
California 95616 Environmental Impact State-

ments
Dear Barbara,

I note with great interest your recent references to the
fact that the Federal Highway Administration sent you copies
of the Forest Highway 100 environmental impaoct statements only
after the time for public input was past., This in spite of the
Tact that you had requested the statements from them many weeks
prior.

I urge you S0 send coples of your letter requesting the
statements, along with the FHA's letter of response, to John Hoffman.
It appears to me that the FHA having so clearly denied you your
requested opportunity to comment on the impaet statements could
very well have some legal significance.

I hope you will give John the opportunity to evaluate this
possibility.

Sincerely,

( ,C(r AL
GJSrgQ W, Whitmore

cc. John Hoffman
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It wss with extrems interest that I learned from Mrs. lartin
Iitton thet Time-life Becks is prepering a scries on ™illdernesssy
end Lhat nuc of This series vill deal specifically with the Sierra

vevada. I expressed to Lirs. Litton great concern that you be made
ware of an 1ssue which poses an enocrmous threat to the integrit
S

of the Sierra Nevada wilderness. She agreed with my concera, and
This letter will outline that threat, as well as its possible rese-
lution.

That portion of the Sierrc Nevada crest lying on the headwaters
of the San Joaquin River's North and liiddle Forks was formerly within
Josemite National Park. In 1905 it was removed from the park in order
to permit mining activity. Part of it was subsequently incorporated
into what ‘is now the llinarets Wilderness, but a significant portion

still remains unprotected es general forest land within two different
Netional Forests. (The mining proved to be a non-commercial proposition

South of this unprotected corridor lies the John Luir Wilderness
nd the Hings Canyon and Sequoia National Parks. To the north of
he corridor lies the liinarets i/ilderness and Yosemite National PFark.
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Essentially the only reason this corridor has been left in an
unprotected status is because it has been proposed over the years a

the location of another trans-Sierra highway. This 1s whaet is Xnown

as the lLlinaret Summit Highway proposal. The enthusiasm of the

highway proponents secms to have waxed and waned over the years,
depending on which politicians happened to be in office. The general
public of course remains uninformed and indifferent. The gonservation-
ists, on the other hand, find the ranks of highway opponents steadily

increasing.

A glance at the map will show you why opposition to this highway
is steadily incressing. The Sierra ilevade in its natural state 1S,
as Yyou well know, a major national resource. It is the longest streteh
of defacto wilderaess left to us outside of Alaska, and the Joha Iuir
Trail which traverses its cerest provides the hiker with a quality of

experience which cannot be found anywhere else in the world.

- To explore, enjoy, and protect the natural mountain scene -
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vounU ccnslderable attention to
what can be done to avert that

au be done is that which should have been done ¥ears
it ,qe stetutory protection which Coﬂ@re;; can give.
rly part of Yosemite Wetional Ferk. Subsequent
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ind 31u sification make it impractical to restore thEe
nite, but it can be incorporated into the Hational Wilderness
;q;tcm. And that I1s precisely wlhat many pecple are now
Teseman Jerome waldle and twelve other California congressmen
onsoring a bill (H.R. 4270) to incorporate this area into the
System, and it would be known as the San Tog&u*q Uildernesss i
organizations whicd have gone on record in support of the
ildermess are the Sierra Club, The Wilderness Society,
sountaineers, The lierced Fish qnd Game Club, and the

Rifle assoclation. (How's that for dive ultJI) Many other

ns have in the past gone on record in ogﬁoultlon to the

d we expect to enlist their fOLmal support for the Wilderness
The Sierra Club's conservation committee for the Northern

r identified the San uOdhulﬂ as being one of Ghres

ved priority attention for w1laerne~g classification |
thirty possible additions in Northern Galifornia),

well consider the San Joaquin Wilderness to be fairly
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above in order uo show the widespread support for
Tication for the San Joagquin. Unforoun&tely, those
ate the Sierra by splluvla~ it asunder with a major
i poration into the Interstate Highway System is their
acknowledged goal) make up for thelr lack of numbers by
the uo)or+ of key people. Congressman B.F. Sisk is the
oponent of tue hlrbm“., gven thou :h the area it would cross
enn in his district any longer. Because he has the inrluenge
ixteen Yyears *n Congress br'ings, other key congressmen are
tant to cross him. The San Joaquin Wilderness bill has been
s o “55‘1u11'¢ House Interior Committee--the graveyard
lderness bills! ZEven if the bill cleared the Interior
Sisk could probably stop it because of his position
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Committee. I mention this opposition to show how
t is, even though it consists of only two or three congress-
in this baettle for the long pull!

h
=

S0 O OB W

o 5
H
F ok
b

S5 )

[T o I ol S o B
> ) ('.“

2o P
O -

0]

2. Hh Oy OrHTEI S

-,

@ o't o
b

® He

U]
H

(@)
=
5
.

meantime, the Bureau of Iublic Roads grinds inexorably
iqg the avement closer and closer toward the core of
leveda from both cast and west. Their project is known
hhuJ 100, and it would be the "pilot road" which would

l\-d
erstate 70.
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ressmen, {Counde familiar,
. TR g T e T na 3

1S LhEnge ol L1gN0 @i suie
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ese Just happen to be the sSubject

t 1 ides, although we certainly
e if you did. WFhet we are suggesting 15 CHSEEEE
high standards You have sel for Yourselves cannot be
maintained by. lgnoring conlroversy, or by passing lightly OUSEEEE
The reader cannot gain a true understanding and appreciation ol +he
Sierra Nevada unless he considers its future,as well as 1TSS DEEEENE
i Judging by your previous publicatlons, I have reason
you are truly seeking to enlighten your readerss
A simple exposition of the facts would be sufficient, becauss
The factes speak for themselves, The arguments being made ITor GhS
highway are incredibly weak, while at t e same time there are
compelling reasons for giving the area a wilderness classilTiCat TN
«€ a@sk only that the public be made aware of the issues involved,
and that they be given sufficient information that they can write
thelr congressmen if they are so moved.
Since I will be in Canada from now until September, I am askings
anthony Chasteen (12505 Geysers Road, Cloverdale, California 95425)
to send you further information. MNr. Chasteen has been working
independently on .this project for more than two Yyears, and has :
developed a very extensive set of files on it. He knows the San Joaquin ?
iillderness pe;soqall} and has access to a set of 100-200 color SLECHEE
(25 mm.) lMost of the slides are mine, some are quite good, znd I would
be happy to offer the use of them at no charge. I trust you will De
hearing from lir. Chasteen shortly. o

Perhaps others have approached You, each seeking to have the
spotlight of publicity thrown on what hQ considers to be the major
threat to the Sierra Nevada. I certainly would not attempt To DelitTEE
these other threats--they are numercus, they are serious, and sSome ol
them are enormous in their implications (Mineral King, for examplel).

But the Minaret Summit Highway threat 1s unique in that it alone
woul; destroy the *ntc”?ity of the Sierra Nevada in one blow, gplltting
asunder the "Gentl "“ldv_ﬂﬁbh", breaking into fr« bmean the longest
of NL*ibl“CbS left to us outside of Alaska, and demo-Lguinb

even the very concept upon which the John Muir Trail was founded.

4v] (_,

The other threats, great as they are, would not do these things.
s reason, it is imperative that you give the highest consideration
to the Minaret Summit Highway problem and to its eslternative--the
San Joaguin Wilderness! ,
Thank you for helping to preserve the 1nuegrlty of this incomparable
national resource.

Sincerely,

'eﬁ¥;§é.kélkﬁhkﬂil

ogorge W. VWhitmore
Conservation Chairman
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£d Royce, Chairman
Federation of .bgtern OQutdoor Clubs Resolutions Cormittee
842 S. Livermo Avenue
Livermore a
California 94550
D;CAI‘ .a..l:l,
I an writing you in two capacities--one as & representative
of the Sierra Club and the other as an individual member of the FIOC.

We would

like the Fi:0C to adopt a resolution in ouboort O
ern T

the San Joaguin Wilderness proposal

Tortunately you are already femiliar with the prowosu$, so this
letler cen be brief. I am enclosing seversl copies of Barbara
Johnson's ‘”chure, and a letter which she sent to Doug Scott of
The hilderﬁe s Soclety; both of these documents give qulte g biti ok
background 1u¢ormatioa.

Of course you are aware of the high priority given the San Joadquin
"ilderness by the Sierra Club's NCRCC, and the fact the the Club's
Doard of Directors formally endorsed the proposal. In addition, the
proposal 1s being supported by The "Wilderness Society, The Spokane
Lountainzers (c>py of their endorsement enclosed), the llerced TFish
and Geme Club, and the Nationsl Rifle Association.

As you can see, we are seeking diversity in the endorsements,
and that is a very big reason why we would like the FOC in particular
to add their name to the list.
As to form of endorsement, I don't like to see references to
bill numbers or acreages &s these constitute an sutomatic expiretiocn
date teing :f-ignei to the end lorsement. I feel is is much preferable
to endorse a proposal in prineciple, es this leaves the way open for
improvements in the ~ro«05al and continues the endorsement in effect
from one session of Congress to the next. I would suggest
"The .00 endorses the efforts of conservationists
to esteblish a San Joaquin ilderness on the North and
Ii;l¢e Forks of the San Joaquin River in the central
Sierra Nevede of Califo 1 ia, thus preserving the iLtcgrity
of the John luir Trail.®end the surrounding region."
I declided the last phrase should be added in order to let
people who would see the resolution know what the problem is.
- To explore, enjoy, and protect the natural mountain scene -
Thank Yyou. Sincerely, Q“~k¢2_ George Jd. .hitmore, Congervation
.fd () chalrma
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P. 0, Box 485
Kingsburg
California 93631

16 July 1971

Honorable Richerd T. Hunna

House Office Building

washington, D. C. 20515 Subject: San Joaquin Wilderness
(H.R. 6857)

Sir:

de have long been graeteful for your support of lir. Waldie's
efforts to save the proposed San Joaquin YWilderness, both in the
previous gongress (ﬁ.d. 15019) and in the present one (H.k. 4270).

\le are also pleased that

at you feel so strongly on this matter
that you have introduced a bi

5
J
11 of your own, H.R. 6857.

ie note, however, that H.R. 6857 contains an error which

arad in Mr. Waldie's bill lest year, but which he has corrected

s present bill. The boundaries originally called for, as

neeted on the map which accomaualed H.R. 15019 last year,

mpassed en area of approximately 48,000 acres. But due to either
cal or typog ranhlcal error oouvwhere along the line, the area

ified in H.R. 15019 was '"4Z,000" acres; thi° was never & correct figure
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he interim, following more thorough on-the-ground surveys,
d that the proposed boundaries ﬁoula be cons1dergolj

omid
e conclud
mproved by thp addition of 2,500 acres at the southwest corner of
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the zres. L. Wieldie agreed to thils change, and conssquently his new
bill (:.n. 4270) calls for a total of 50,500 acres. (The original
48,000 plus the new 2,500.7%

Je woul greut¢y appreciate it if you would amend your bill to
nmalke it cons’; ent with the one Mr. Waldie has already 1nur0uuced
This would eliminate a potential for rmch confusion, and would enable
con :erv;tionlsts to relly behind & single concept.

l

You would not be offending anyone by doing this, as we were the
ones who made the original proposal, and we are also the ones who
subsequently reouegteu that its boundary be improved by taking in
the additional acreage.

Thank You very much for Yyour consideration.

Sincerely,
C}¢0ﬁ3gka L*D\ojG~WUL
Q‘ebj .‘u. lul'th¢b

Wk n
~- To explore, enjoy, and protect lﬁ’ uammf’ Io‘“Y"c;m ’“9‘»1 Shalrma
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