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September 23, 2013
Members Present:
Lynn Williams (Chair), Kevin Ayotte (Vice-Chair), Diane Blair (University-wide), President Joseph Castro, Interim Provost Andrew Hoff, Thomas Holyoke (At-large), Michael Jenkins (At-large), Loretta Kensinger (State-wide), Rebecca Raya-Fernandez (At-large)
Excused Absent:
Moses Menchaca (ASI)
Visitors:
Venita Baker, Michael Caldwell (AVP Faculty Affairs)
The meeting was called to order at 3:04 p.m. by Chair Williams in HML 2108. 
1.
Agenda.
MSC
to approve the Agenda.

2.
Minutes of 9/16/13.


MSC to approve the minutes of 9/16/13.
3.
Communications and Announcements.

A. 
Fresno State in Washington, D.C..

President Castro announced that during his trip to Washington, D.C. last week, he met with leadership of the USDA, including Dr. Woteki, Under Secretary for United States Department of Agriculture's (USDA) Research, Education, and Economics. He also met with Senator Boxer, Senator Feinstein’s staff, and our congressional delegation. All were very supportive of Fresno State; President Castro presented to them recent accomplishments and future plans for the university. He also met with alumni in Washington, D.C.

B.
Vice President for Student Affairs Search.

President Castro announced that he has received the names of faculty representatives and is finalizing the search committee, with a goal of holding the first committee meeting next week.

C.
Faculty Development Opportunities.

Interim Provost Hoff announced work on several upcoming faculty development opportunities.

1. Plagiarism Detection.

Fresno State will soon be renewing its license with turnitin.com.Although previous plagiarism workshops were discontinued, a Plagiarism Education Project will be established to provide training on how students can avoid plagiarism; this may include a BlackBoard module that instructors could assign to students.

Senator Kensinger (State-wide) stated that the Library offers plagiarism workshops that may be relevant to this plan.

2. Faculty Development Resource Webpage.

The Provost’s Office has a working group identifying all faculty development opportunities on campus so faculty can go to a single webpage to find the full range of offerings, including professional development and travel funding, resources on work-life balance, employee-group relations, crisis resources, and resources for dual-career families.

Senator Kensinger stated that another useful resource would be assistance with K-12 teacher certification for partners/spouses of faculty.

D.
Café Academy.

Interim Provost Hoff summarized progress on developing a faculty/university gathering. It will likely be in the old Vintage Room, 3 times/semester, Thursdays 4-6pm, with light refreshments. The gatherings will be funded by the Provost’s Office; Dr. Hoff requested that the events be co-sponsored by the Academic Senate.

Senator Kensinger asked that Senate sponsorship of Café Academy be placed on the Consent Calendar of the next meeting of the Academic Senate.
E.
State-wide Senate (ASCSU) Report.

Senator Kensinger summarized the report from the most recent meeting of the State-wide Academic Senate.

F.
Traffic on Barstow and at Cedar/Bulldog Lane

Chair Williams identified concerns re: the volume of vehicle and pedestrian traffic as well as near- and actual accidents. Chair Williams asked President Castro to look into potential solutions. Discussion ensued re: options such as an overpass, underpass, and installation of stoplights.

4.
Executive Committee Restructuring.
Chair Williams stated that having Chairs of Senate Standing Committees (AP&P, Personnel, Budget, GE) present for all Executive Committee meetings would provide more robust faculty communication with administration and better guidance re: prioritizing items on the Senate agenda.
Senator Kensinger stated that having Standing Committee Chairs present reports to the Senate will help to facilitate that communication. Also, requiring an extra meeting commitment for those committee chairs raises workload concerns for already busy committees.

Chair Williams stated that the proposal for adding committee chairs to the Executive Committee would be part of negotiating with the Provost’s Office for more assigned time for the Senate to allocate to those committee chairs.

Senator Holyoke (At-large) stated that when policies come to the Executive Committee or the Senate those committee chairs are already invited/encouraged to attend.

Vice Chair Ayotte summarized the background of part of the impetus for Executive Committee restructuring – the memo from former President Welty stipulating support for more Senate assigned time in return for restructuring to increase Executive Committee efficiency. Vice Chair Ayotte stated that those efficiency concerns have largely been addressed so far this year and therefore the stipulations for restoring assigned time reduced during budget crisis have been met.
Senator Kensinger stated that the Executive Committee might want to establish “Rules for Action” to govern committee activities without changing constitutional membership.

Senator Jenkins (At-large) noted that the Executive Committee has been operating without a parliamentarian, requiring the chair to act as both, because of the inadequate assigned time.

Chair Williams stated that there is an ongoing need to review Senate and university policy documents to reconsider the requirement of tenured/tenure-track qualifications for service on many committees, which prevents willing lecturers from serving.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m.
The next meeting of the Expanded Executive Committee will be announced.

An Agenda will be distributed prior to the meeting. 
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