
December 31, 1919 . 

De a r 1, iss ._o r gan : 

I hi:tve jus ,..~ ce ived tvie location sketch s 

of the o ses and am very :auch deli R:h ted wi th them . 'l1h e re a re 

two sketches, the one v,rith the round tiled tops to the towers-­

rhich vie can call Sketch X-- md t"i.e other one with the pointed 

tops t o the towers- - which we can call Sketch Y • 

. 
I like tl1.e app e a r an ce of ny li ttle cottae;e in Sketch X 

the better , where the gabled roof faces the bay; and this is 

in accordance with the plans, 9,s I understand it . 

In th e other sketch-- called '£-- the roof slants 

towar<is the bay ri.nd the gables are on th e side . I do not like 

this as much. 

I suppose the deta il s, ho·11ever, of these cottag es 
are not me ant to b e exa ct b ut a :"' e simply to _· ive an impression 

with r el~t i on to their locat i on . 

I would judge tha t we h :ive placed them almost 

exactly ri~ht . They are re rtainly exceed ing ly p ret~y from 

the point of vie~ that the sketch is ma d e from; and I think 
they wi ll be thoroughly satisfactory from the h i ll-top ~nd f rom 

the terrace of the ~ain b uilding . 

The cottages ~,re twelve feet b low this terrace , 

and wi ll be sixteen or seventeen f eet below the e y e-l i~e of 

anyone £~andi ng on the terrace . 

I th ink t1.is is the very lowe st p o i nt at 'Nhich they 

could h e pl a ced, 1.nd if they were lower they ·would entirely 
lose a l l 'lrch i tectural effect from the hill- top . Ind e ed, as 

I :ig r e , the ~ i dd le cottage--C-- will no t app ea r in the v icture 

f rom the terrac e at a ll , unle ~s merely a ~limpse of the red 

roof . 

I th ink the cottages whe n dF;c i11ated are g oing t o be 

very ~ttr · c t ive -,_na " ~ rrill n ot b e at a.11 reltctant to have them 

seen . 

I suppose t11. ., t t11. e question of locat ion b eing now 

set-1:led, the question of detail orn·1mentation should be tak en 

up . 

I hc::,ve thonr;ht a p:re 1 t deal over n11.ether to m·ike 

this whole group of building s ~aroc , in the E i g hteen th Century 

s tyle , or Renaissance . 

It is q11 i t e . :1 nroh lem . I started out ,t i th :.he .iJ·iroc 

idea in mind, a s n e arly a ll -:he Gp ani bh architecture in me ri~a 

is of t..h 9. t character; a.nd ~he f l '.'tste r svrf ~ce s ·.::n t 1.;e assoc1a-t e 



all Spanish ar chitecture in California .with are a. mod i f ication 
of that style , a s I understand it . 

If ,, e nhould decide on th i s style , I would at least 
want t o depart from the very crude a nd rude example s of i t 
that ,e h1.ve in onr early California Spanish archite c ture . 

rhe ission at San ta :Barbara is doubtl ess the highest 
exa.>nple of this Calif ornia architecture , and yet i t is very 
bare and al most clwnsy t o my min d -

. . 
The b e st thing s that I h ave s een in this Spanish 

Ba.roe a:re at the San Dieg o Exp osition , ,·ind if t his is to b e 
the s tyle on ·1hich this g roup of b uildin_·s is t o be built , I 
wo uld adv ise sending photographer s and ar chitectural draughts­
men down to the Sm Di eg o Expositi on t o g et p ic tures and draw­
ings of exter iors and interiors and of de ta ils , · so a s t o have 
a lot of stuff at our d i sposal and for our g uid ance .. 

I unde rst and that the Sa n Di eg o Exposition stuff 
is l argely reproductions f rom t he best examples in Mexico and 
South .America, u 1d t hat v: e could not g o t o a better source 
t o get the mo st agree able sp e c i mens of thi s style . 

Th i r: style 11.t its b est is sufficiently satisfactory , 
thouq h in our early Cal jforn i a a rchite c ture it s ee~s to me 
toe pr imi t ive , and in :"'l any of the examples I have seen in 
Mexico ro e l aborate a s to b e ob jectionabl e . 

Bet,een these t;v o extremes , ho wever , there are g ood 
examples a.nd I th ink the San Dieg o Exposit i on affords the 
best . 

I would 1 ike you t o see a lt:>O , if you care to , a p ic­
ture called SOLDIEF:S OF FORTtn.IB by Al lan Dwan , illhich i s largely 
taken . at the San Dieg o Exposition and , wh ic h g ives some g limpses 
of it , particul arly the church b uilding with the tiled tower 
and t1e "blue tiled dome , which are very .. ,ttr a ctive. 

The alterna tive is to b uild th is g roup of building s 
i n the P ena issance sty le of Southern Spain . We p i cked out 
the towers of the Church of Ronda . I supp ose they are Renais-
sance or else trans iti onal, and t1ey h a ve some Gothic fe .,. ling ; 
but ~ Renaissance de coration, par t icularly that of the very 
southern part of Spa in , would harmonize wel l wi t h them . 

The Renais sance of ~orthern Spain aeems to me ve ry 
hard, while he Eenaiss ance of Southern S a in is m ch softer 
,nd more g raceful • 

. We g et rery b e aut i f ul de corat i on b oth for the centr a l 
building and fo r the cottages out of this Sout1ern Spain 
Ren a issance style, d I think that would , in the ain , be the 
b est peri od for i n terior decorat ion. 

'.l'he trouble would b e , I suppose , that i t has :1 0 
h istor i c -as s oc ia. t i on with California, or rathe r with the Span­
ish ~rchitecture in CalifLrnia• 



I would very much li.ke t o have your views on v1ha t 

we should do in regard to thi s g)?oup of buildings , ihat style 
of' arc11.itecture we should select . I th ink the Renaissance 

decoration can be adapt e d to the smooth plaster surfaces. I 

think it is so in the Church of Ronda and in certain cities 

in the South of Spain and in t!1 e Balaeric Islands . .1.hey cctll 

it pateresque . Do they not? I am not very s u r e ab out my 

architecture . 

I wi ll telegr aph Stanton to see Nhat 1e can get in 

the 1vay of pictures a nd detains of tl1e San Diego Ex osition; 

and I have sent yo u many p ictures, although you probably ha ve 

b etter in your library, of the thing s tl'rn,t appeal to me in 
t h e enaissnnc e style . 

In writin~ ~ e Jour opinion, can y ou g ive ~ e some 

sketc11P,S t o m8..ke the matter clear? 

I a..m disposed to like t 1:1e Rena issance the better , 

and I think that Jou h3.ve indicated in the sketches that yo u 

sent me , a disposition to adopt the Moorish cornice and the 

tiled frieze , '?.nd ~1. t"enera l Renaissance treatment .. 7o my 
mind the effect is very g ood indeed . 

I th ink, to o , the pointed tow~rs are much better 

thL,n the rounded ones , ".nd t11. t if we wanted to get til e d 

t owers we should get much taller and more effe ctive ones , 

something like the one s shown in the moving p icture I referred 

you t o , inste <td of comin -· so closely to the mission at 
San ta Bar9ara. 

I think the bells in t'1e pointed towers are v ery 

interesting a,nd would b e a noted f'e8, ture of t 1is architectural 

group . :But a fter all , would it n ot b e bett Jr to do s omething 

a li ttle different than o the r people are doing out in Califor­

nia as l ong as we do not do anything incong ruous? 

'l'he refore , as you se e , I run inclined t o 3. pe tty har­
Renaissance treatment all through for the ma in b uilding 
cottages -s wa l ; but as I said in my telegr am , I monious 

and th 
do not want you to do anything y ou do not lik • 

• Now , · as regar ds sone th ings that I have an opportu­

Li ty t o buy : 

There 1s a b i g g r i l l door that I mentioned in a 
former note , 9.,b out ten feet high W ul d that be a g ood 
thing either f' or tae outer door to the main entranc e or for 
t e inne r door of t !1e lobby enter i ng i n to the assembly room? 

And t e uindow ~r i lls or rejas-- shal l I b uy these 

thre old on e si.b r would v;e bette r make our ovrn and have them 

just the s ize land styl e tha t we vrant? Is there anything 

particular that you would like me t o hunt for i n old . ate rial? 

JVl Sincerel 


