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Patricia Wilson
2 44 . Mc Kenzie, apt D 
Fresno

California 93701

Dear Pa triccia ,i lson , 

P • O . Box 485 
Kingsburg
Ca lifornia 93631
( 897-3692)

I was exceedingly pleased to receive your letter of inquiry 
concerning the Sequoia and Kings Canyon Nati ona 1 arks Master Plan

hearing. Since you exp ressed doubt that you would be able to 
attend the henrint,; , but instead wanted ,.o write, waited until 
the heari ng had been held so t hat J co uJ d  ad vi se you more
intelligently. It is always easier t comment in a meaningful
way once you have found out wha t other peo ple are saying. ( I have 
tried to contact you by phone c.. couple times, but without success.)

    The hearing was held in Visalia on January 
24th, a d the record will be h ld open for written com ent , such
as yours, until February 3rd. Le 't ers should be sent to the 
Ch irman, Master Plan Team, c / o Superintendent, S e uoia nd Kings
Canyon National Parks, Three Rivers, California 93271 Request
that your le ter be ma e a part of the record. ( I did not ive 
dates in the last Topics becausee they had not ye t been announced
at our press --time.)

1 am enclosing a copy o f the statement I sub i tted for the 
chapLer . You might get ide s from it, and it wil) sh w vou the 
type of recommendations that con be made;   you w • 11 see that
no particular format is cal led for they are more i nterested
in idea s than in form. 

It i s very important to sound like you are spea ing as an 
individual, and not merely repeating "theparty line." The easiest
way t o do this is to pick something that you can speak on from
first-hand knowledge. If you back pack, then you could comment  
on changes you have observed  a need for inn the back co untry. 
If you cor- c m , , thco you could comment on campground needs; etc.

There are a couple specific ideas I go t as a result f listeni 1g 
to the testimony. Cne i s t o pu sh for a  regiona l ap proach in order
to promote recreational develo pments in the areas surrounding the parks.
This would r e lieve pres sure on the parks by peo 1 e v\.11o mere 1y wa nt 
recreation per se, and who are no t necessarily seeking park- t ype values, . 
Disney' s proposed Mineral King development i s a good example of t e 
type of of developmentt which can handle the ne ed s of large numbers of 
people, but of court e to • u t some t ing 1 ike this in • i neralJ King w o u ld 
be an absolute abomination and extremely destructive of park values.

We need such developments in the areas surrounding the parks;  ineral

King J ies wit hin the park! The park service gives l i service t o 
regional pla ning, but I hove yet t o see any sign of sign ificant 
thinking on this line.
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The other idea concerns  pollution of ack country streams
and lakes by human wastes, and also (apparently primarily) by pack
stock. I was not aware of it, but we were informed that public
health people have decl red some back coun try wa t er su pl ies to 
be unfit for human use. I would appear that the answ e r to this
would be to install primitive toilet facil i ites for the people, and
to regula t the u e of sto k in such a way s to prohibit it from 
cert ain  critical areas, and minimize its stay in other
area s where the problem exis ts. But for some reason the park service
apparentl y thin ks the answer might be to install water systems --
meaning faucets,  pipelines, storage tanks,  
small dams for drawing off stream water, etc. This  seems to me
to be putting the cart efore the horse, if you will ardon the
ex resssion. 

r ho e this gives ou s me ideas for how to {;;) about it. 
You should start off by identifying yourself in some mea ingful
way; by meaningful I mea 1 someth '. ng which will make it : ould like
you Ehou ld k now w hatyou are talking about. For example ident ify 
yourself as  frequent visitor to the arks, r back acker, 
a hiker, a camper, or whatever. It a lso usually helps 'o state
your vocation  ost peop le who go to he  trouble to write
are intelligent, thinking, concerned, and responsible; i t is a 
little awkward to say so directly, but try to get the point across
in some other wa y by saying you are ate· cher, ac ive in civic 
groups, e c. ')o NOT identify yourself as a Sierra Clu b menber, or 
say that you have been asked to write; thi s w u1 seem self-evident, 
but  a parently  it is commonfor people to do it, and their 
letters are given less consideration as a co nseque ce . 

Again, I really  apprecia e your show of interest. 
t'he ::;trcngtn of the ~.icrrn ,.,lt b h,•r oome i.n : re~lt rqe. <" U 'e from 
the sctive P1:1rticioati0n of its rember t It helps for pe o rl- .o 
pay their auP.s, but :hj i: is ar- r othLnc.; ~-:impareJ t, '."he ":011xt rinu: i n 
that peoTle cuch Sf yourficlf can make if a li '"' le per:ont l effor~ 
ic, 1:)Ut forth. '1hon-::: ··ou. 

. L1cerd y, 

"ec e; ,::: 1 • hi tmor·e 
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, c 1 hrt - ' ) . ran .l"P. ,, _ r! ..,. A li'~nn ru:ll ~ 



COPY COPY OOPY COPY CDPY COPY 

Congressman B. F. Fisk, House Office Bl1ld1ng, Washington, D.C., 20515 

Pl.ease vote against s1.1spene1on or rules on H. R. 12025, 
Timber Sup;::ly. endmendt an· <'.lL ou::,s ion should be possible on 
bill of thi import. 

Charles Ostrander, Chairman 
eroed Group, Sierra Club 

2259 E. Child Avenue 
ero8d 

California 

Above sent as a night telegram approx 10:30 pm, 24 Nov 69. from Fresno. 

(I discovered it would have been possible to send up to 100 words 
tor the s~me amount of money.J 

Charles, 
I had to put down .Barbare• a dd.res because I ~orgot to get yours, 

end here war:; the only one I happened to have v•ith me. 

Barbara, 
I bad to put dawn your address beoeuse ..... . 
Presumably isk w111 resp:>nd to this. Assuming he does, harles 

would probably like to see what Sisk hes to es . 

Charles and Berbers, 
I paid 1.70 to send this, and will request reimbursement direotlv 

from the ehapter treasurer. I will notify him at that t ime that, while 
I am the one to be reimbursed, it wo. nevertheles4 a Merced Group expense 
and sh~uld be so recorded on his books. This will probably make him 
mad, tilthough don't ask me why; I am at e lo s to figure it out my elf. 

George hitmore 
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Following night letter sent (Western Union) approx. 10:30 pm, 24 Nov 69. 

Congressman B. F. Sisk, House Offioe Building, Washington, D.C. 20515 

We request that you refuse to support suspension of rules on 
Timber Supply Bill, H. R. 12025. On a bill whioh has suoh profound 
implications there must be full opportunity for discussion and 
amendment. It would be unwise to resort to hasty action on H. R. 12025 
without first allowing the president's task force on timber sup ply 
to make their report. 

Mark Massie, Chairman 
Tehipite Chapter, 8ierra Club 
P. 0. Box 5395 
Fresno 
California 93755 

Mark, (Sisk is on Rules Comriittee) 
This waE sent at request of Mills Tower./ Should we have refused 

to send it because it cost money? 
Aotion and intent was with ooneurrence of three member s of ex. comm. 

although wording was mine. 
h~rced Group chairman, with oonourren oo of his con8ervation chairman, 

auli sent a siinil.ar message, although wording was his own. 
Presumably Sisk will resp:>nd to this. I would a ppreciate seeing 

his responf::e when it arrives. 

George Whitmore 


	15Jul1968
	17Aug1968
	26Jan1969pg1
	26Jan1969pg2
	25May1969
	24Nov1969
	24Nov1969-1



