|carried Southern Pacifie trains

Unsightly F e”rry Hulk G1ves§

State Blasters

&

Rough Time

. They built ’em plenty tough in the s:hiﬁfards baek in the
“good old days.” State Department of Public Wcrks powdermen,
blasting the wooden hulk of a beached ferryboat at the California’

Maritime Academy will testify
per cent nitro-glycerin eompoun
sending water and debris-m

?'_thgt.--:-;{i".new high explosive—60

hes been used In big charges, .. -

P
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than 150 feet skyward, :

But big timbers in the 0ld'S. 8.
Contra Costa, once the world's|
biggest ferrvboat, when she

lacross Carguinez 8Straits from
Benicia to Port Costa, are not
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ions have ripped them: to shreds.|
" Despite having lain in the‘s-iltt

1530 or-thereabouts, the remains,
of the once proud Conira Costa

at the academy after the explos-|

and mud of Morrow Cove sincef

(Continued on_page 2, col. 4).

State” BIasters Hough 11me;

|giving up too easily.

Jack Estes, from the state de-

''partment, who has been placing

the blasting charges, said the old :

ferryboat still is plenty solid. || {(Continued from Page 1)

* Quite a pile of her timbersfihow g;ld_-_tirfze 3hip“ﬂ‘ighfs reallylthey are still solid despite the

-have beenh “snaked” out on the |knew their trade, j : ; y

beach just south of Mayo Halll Most of the timbers were hugq‘ action of the water, wind, bar
: M ——————————Hnacles and weather.

[ The dynamite is taking the!
Phulk apart bit by bit, but Estes
, says it will be two weeks or bet-
!;ter before the job is completed.
Several thousand pounds of the
blasting compound will be
ltouched off. _
The old ferryboat—known as|
|2 “Jonah"” by her bosses — was
built by the Southern Pacific in
11914, She cost $300,000 and was
1440 feet long, making her the
higgest ferryboat in the world.
8he extended 90 feet across the
beam. :

. The monster could carry 6,000
[tons of railroad equipment,

—a fool square or better. And

1
[

When the Martinez-Benicia

Co?m'a Costa 212630 Side wheel Irailroad bridge was erected, the
‘Built, 1914, Southermn Pacific, Ozakland |8. 8. Contra Costa was forced
Operated by Southern Pacific, train for b iinto retirement as a fishing re-
I;3enicja, Y ’ ey, Port Costa . gsort at Morrow Cove. She caug_ht
‘Steel hull, 433 x 67.2" x 18.5 4483 tons ;ig;:r;i::;rr;egt‘i) to the water line
:I‘wo”c'omflound engines, 2 cylinders, _ | Now the state has the job of
60”x 96 : 3000 hp * tbreaking up her unsightly skele-

Vacated, 1930

tomn. : ;
' There's plenty of strength in
the old skeleton’s bones, how-
ever, and she's fighting to the
- end. ‘
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