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San Luis Ubispo, California. 

1ty dear Mrs. Lat imer: 

Your kind favor of Uctober 20th relative to the progress in the park 
proj ect of San I.uis Ubispo is at hand. l am pleased to know t hat t he Com­
mi t tee of the Monday Club i s sti ll hamnering out the ways a nd mea ns by which 
a park will ultimately be provided. t our cause is worthy , your des i re i s 
strong, and t here is no reason why your dreams should not eventually be 
r ealized. I shall be pleased to do what ev e r I ca n to forward t he work . 

Permit me t o quot e some statement s which may be incorporated in your 
resol utions. "If only the problem of bringing ·beauty to the city a rose more 
often a t t he beg in ning of t he city , t he question of park location wou l d be 
simplif i ed. The great obstacle of expense would lose a l mos t a ll of i t s ef ­
f ectiveness when land is cheap; a nd as for t he par k resul ts, a considerat i on 
of t he system in the first study of t he ground plan woul d ensure the choos­
ing of good sites." 

You may readily a ssume in t hi s stat ement t hat San Luis Obispo will 
even t ually need more a reas t han the one small block that the Monday ~lub 
has considered, a nd rightly considered for park purposes. The proposed park 
may be considered a combination passing through and recreational center. 

Every town in Ca lifornia is looking forward to the time when land re­
servations for park purposes is possible. Recently t he small community of 
Davis of about 750 population expended $1500.00 for a comprehensive commun­
ity p lan. '.i:he plan also included provision for zoning by which the use of 
property might be definitely fixed or at least somewhat controlled. Although 
the zoning program has been in effect but a short time, the people of the 
community are very much impressed with the satisfactory results. 

"In t he grmvth of t aste " , st,ated another writer, "no educator of the 
people has been more valuable than t he parlcs. Their attractiveness is un­
doubtedly one of the causes of t hat everywhere increasing desire for more 
attractive home surroundings. A beautiful park may awaken the desire for an 
attractive home garden, and the wish for a beautiful home grows into t he 
wish for a beautiful street." "Parks, playgrounds, and institutional con­
struction preseot, perhaps, t he most obviously aesthetic phase among the 
achievements of urbao philanthropy. They are large accomplishments, and 
have a s t riking effect on the aspect of t he town." Those desiring a beauti­
ful community must zmke a beg inning at some point , and usually a park de­
signed with a def in i te purpose in mind ne.lces for a realizable -project. 
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experience of larger comnunities and cities that the citi-
~~nry were unwise in putting off the reservation of areas to be utilized for 
\. . ..rk purposes until a time when increased valuation and definite private use 
prevented the acquisition of such areas. At the present time in California 
there is a growing interest in landscape development. From an advertising 
standpoint as well a s a recreati.onal and aesthetic standpoint these areas 
need no longer to be justif ied or their use need not be promoted, but they 
are found to be actually demanded by groups of citizens throughout our com­
monwea lth. Citizens living on a common street today are petitioning for 
uniform planting of street trees .. People residing in a certain residential 
district are cooperating in extending the program of planting for their 
parkways. 3ubdividers and many real estate realtors are realizing the pub­
lic demand for landscape developnent. Garden cities are everywhere becoming 
more and more established with both economic and satisfactory results. Wnen 
a definite project has been submit t ed which is available and a practical 
program approved, the only thing whi ch should stand in the way of its accom­
plishment may usually be publicity. 

Personally l believe you should have a defi nitely drawn up plan out­
lining the program in as mu.ch detail as possible. £ watercolor rendering 
framed an d placed in some conspicuous place in the down-town district with a 
statement be low might arouse some interest. This was t he general method of 
getting t he project started at Dav is. .r·or a year and a half the plan re­
mained in the down-town bank. 1 do not approve of such an extension of time, 
however, because a plan becomes comnon-place duri ng such a period of time. 

You might excite t he int erest of school children, both in the eleme ntary 
and hi gh school , by off ering a prize for~he best name for such a proposed 
area. 1 believe 1 made this suggestion before. A program for the dedica­
tion of the a rea shou ld be anticipated. A picture of t he possible t reatment 
of the band stand might be enlarged and placed on exhibit. 

Unless you have something f or people to look at . or some thing to sug­
gest for t he treatment of the area, 1 do not believe you wi l l get very far 
with resolutions. Of course, the ti me t hat you expect to take in putting 
over the program is not known to me. 1 think I know your mental decision 
sufficiently t o realize t hat yo1,1 will not stop short of success. It is very 
difficult f or me to suggest statements. I cao only g ive you some vague 
suggestions, a nd call your attention to some things that have been accom­
plished in ot her commun ities. 

Small a nd large communities ali ke i n Ca lif orn ia are ma.king progress 
a.long park and recreationa l lines. As you know recently a new park was 
dedicated in San Francisco, the John McLare n Park:. Sacramento has large 
park areas so~ of which have not been developed to date. Turlocl!, 11;odesto, 
Tu erced, and several of the small interior va lley towns have park and recrea­
tional areas. .LOdi, a smaller city than San l..Uis Obispo, is now in t erested 
in the development of a park area. A little comnmnity in the northern part 
of the state, and supposed to be non-progre s sive, has r ece ntly considered a 
community plan for t he purpose of di r ecting t he various city activities . 
namely .t ort Hragg. !::i'urely if towns li ke lJ8v is a nd .r'ort Hragg, s rre. 11 rural 
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4 ,, 
\ r , lumbering towns can foster an entire comnunity project, the fuonday Club 

~ao .wis ubispo with the aid of other civic organizations may success­
fully foster the project of a community park square. 

Here's wishing you success: 

Very truly yours, 

7~- ~~\ 
H • .1.'. Shepherd, 
Assistan t Professor of .Landscape Design. 
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