VIEQUES TELLS NAVY,

'STOP THE BOMBING?’
MILLIONS SAY: |
"LEAVE THE PUERTO RICAN PEOPLE IN PEACE"

n the early evening of April

19, 1999, a U.S. Navy pilot fly-

ing his FA-18 jet dropped two

500-pound bombs, killing one

civilian and wounding several
others. This wasn't in Iraq, and it
wasn't in Kosovo, two countries
that U.S. planes were bombing
regularly at the time.

Actually, the dead and wound-
ed civilian victims of the April 19
bombing were U.S. citizens,
killed when the bombs missed
their intended target in Vieques,
Puerto Rico. While the death and
injuries were a mistake, they did-
n't come as a surprise to the peo-

ple of Vieques. For the U.S. Navy
bombs much of the island with
the same regularity that it bombs
Iraqg.

Since 1941, when the Navy

-expropriated three-quarters of

the 52-square-mile island,
Vieques has been a bombing
test-site and ammunition storage
center. Thousands of Viequenses
have been driven off the island
by the Navy. Now the remaining
9,000 of the island and most of
the 3 million people on the
Puerto Rican mainland want the
Navy to leave Vieques.
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Commemorative site for those killed and wounded on April 19, 1999.

NOT A NEW STORY

For a half-century, people on
the island have been asking for
an end to the bombings and the
shelling. In the past 15 years
along, more than 1,300 warships
and 4,200 aircraft have used
Vieques as a target range.

The effect on the people has
been disastrous: 72% live below
the poverty level; over 50% are
unemployed. The island of
Vieques has a 27% higher cancer
rate than the rest of Puerto Rico.

TODO NUEVA YORK CON
VIEQUES/ALL NEW YORK
WITH VIEQUES CAMPAIGN
GAINS SUPPORT

Now, "Todo Nueva York con
Vieques" (All New York with
Vieques) has been formed with
prominent New Yorkers, major
trade unions, religious and com-
munity organizations. The new
coalition is urging President Bill
Clinton to heed the voices of
Puerto Rico and to order the
withdrawal of the Navy from
Puerto Rico.




N ENVIRONMENTAL DISASTER

“...the eastern tip of [Vieques] constitutes a region with more craters
per kilometer than the moon....The destruction of the natural and
human resources of Vieques violates the basic norms of international
law and human rights. At the state and federal level, the laws pertain-
ing to the coastal zone, water and noise quality, underwater resources,
archaeological resources and land use, among others, are violated."

Professor José Seguinot Barbosa,
Director of Department of Geography
University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras
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~~ArmYy tanks Titter the landscape.

FT. LAUDERDALE (FL) SUN-SENTINEL
EDITORIAL, APRIL 25, 1999

"Amid palm trees and some of the
Caribbean's most pristine beaches,
residents of the Puerto Rican island of
Vieques also have lived with bombs
and live ammunition practices for
more than half a century...

“It's time for the Navy to find a new
bombing and shelling practice base,
preferably one where people don't live.

“It's difficult to picture such a Navy
site near a small U.S. town or city. The
residents wouldn't tolerate it, nor
would their elected officials or their
representatives in Congress. But
Puerto Rico, a U.S. Commonwealth,
must tolerate this, apparently because
its residents, who are U.S. citizens,
don't vote for anyone in Congress or
the White House. The Navy's use of
Vieques in this context is a throwback
to the worst days of colonialism."

WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL,
MAY 3, 1999

“[The bomb that killed David Sanes
was] a bad accident, you might say,
one for which regrets and compensa-
tion should be duly rendered. Except
that it is more than an isolated acci-
dent. It is the latest instance of pre-
dictable harm to the people of Vieques
that goes back through decades of mil-
itary neglect of island interests...

“The military can find another site.
There simply should be no bombing
on a a small inhabited island."

HARTFORD (CT) COURANT
EDITORIAL, MAY 6, 1999

"...The commonwealth's
legislature unanimously
passed a resolution for an
immediate end to the bomb-
ing....Puerto Rico is a densely
populated small territory,
comparable to Connecticut, It
should not be a place for the
testing of live ammunition.
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WHAT

OTHERS

MIAMI (FL)
HERALD
EDITORIAL,
MAY 20, 1999

" [Vieques] is
one of the few
U.S. military
installations
anywhere
where lie
bombs are so near a civilian popula-
tion. President Clinton should order an
immediate and permanent halt of the
use of bombs and live ammunition on
the island...

“The United States should find a bet-
ter, safer place for practicing with
bombs and alive ammunition--some-
place far away from civilian popula-
tions."

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR
EDITORIAL, JUNE 11, 1999

“In no other location does live bomb-
ing take place so close to a significant
civilian population. It doesn't take

The Navy makes no attempt to clean the environment.

much to see the potential for disaster,
and the Puerto Rican government has
for years tried to get the Navy to move
the exercises elsewhere...

“None of the 50 states would tolerate
a bombing range so close to a town. A
state's congressional delegation would
make sure any such operation got shut
down. But Puerto Rico isn't a state; its
governor and non-voting delegate to
the House must rely on persuasion
instead.

"We're persuaded. It's time for the
Navy to phase out the live-fire exercis-
es or move them to a safer location."
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1999

Ecumenical Prayer Service for Peace and Justice in Vieques
St. Cecilia’s Church, 106th Street, between Park and Lexington
4pm
His Excellency Archbishop of San Juan, Puerto Rico

Roberto Gonzalez Nieves

presiding

Reflections by Rev. Jesse Jackson

Hymns by Danny Rivera

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WHAT YOU CAN DO

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1999

12:00 noon
Press Conference
Steps of City Hall

10:00 pm - 4:00 am
King Chango por Vieques Club Monaco
323 W. 44th Street b/w 8th and 9th Ave.

$10.00 admission charge to support the Comité Pro Rescate
y Desarrollo de Vieques

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 1999

12:30-4pm
Fact Finding Hearing
Council Chambers, City Hall

Come hear the people of Vieques as they testify to
federal, state and local elected officials

6:00 — 8:00 pm

CONCERT
Eugenio Maria de Hostos Community College
500 Grand Concourse, Main Theater, Room C140

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1999

10:00am
City Council Hearings
Council Chambers, City Hall

All above dates, times and events are subject to
charnige so please call (212) 631-4620 for confirmation.

ENDORSERS

TODO NUEVA YORK CON VIEQUES/ALL OF NEW YORK
WITH VIEQUES

Rev. Jesse Jackson

U.S. Senator Charles Schumer

U.S. Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez
U.S. Congressman José Serrano

1199 SEIU

Hispanic Federation

Black and Hispanic Caucus of the
New York City Council

Co-chairs:
Hon. Guillermo Linares
and Hon. Helen M. Marshall

City Council Members

Wendell Foster
Archie Spigner

José Rivera
Margarita Lopez
Adolfo Carrion, Jr Thomas White, Jr.
Pedro G. Espada Juanita E. Watkins
Lucy Cruz Mary Pinkett

Victor L. Robles Annette M. Robinson
Martin Malavé-Dilan Una Clarke

Tracy Boyland
Priscilla A. Wooten

Angel Rodriguez
Phillip Reed

Bill Perkins
Lawrence A. Warden

Lioyd Henry

*1ist in formation
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