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Dear ,Ii ss Morgan : 

OFF ICE O F" T H E F'UBLI S H E R 

BROADWAY AT E LEVENTH S T. , LO S AN G ELES 

l\.ugus t 14- , 1926 

In comparinrs our place here wi t h the Ital i an vi l l as 
find t hat t he main advantage the Italian villas have over 

us ar e i n the matter of wide t erraces . 

Our walks and t erraces are gener ally narr or; and 
not formal, t he Bs pl anade be · t he one no table exce tion. 
i'/e have pract i cally no l arge t errace ar eas in th na ·ur e of 
plazas except the one i n front of t he main house . Of course 
we r1i l l have another a t t he east end of the main house when 
we uonstruct t he pati o , but I think t he nhole grounds \ ould 
as sume a more formal and fi nished asnect if we t ransformed our 
wal ks i n to formal Esplanades and paved t hem\ ith t i les and 
borde r ed them more or l es s r i gidly wi th vases or rail i ngs 
or s tatuary, e tc. . 

'I1he tv10 t erraces on either side of the nool and the 
fl i ght s of s teps leading down are oi ng to be a ttractive 
feature s . I sugges t ve make these te rraces as bie as possible 
and t he steps as wide and s t a t ely as possible . 

Al l t he se things on a b ig sca l e wi ll help t o conform 
t he lands cape t o the scale of the main house and i n a ddi tion 
t hey will make the grounds much more livabl e as well as much 
more stat ely . 

I wou d like to go over the ffrounds r i th you to S Ee 
whe r e t hese es planades and terraces can be de. I t hi nk t he 
pomegrana te walk shoul d be iidened t o ab out t he wi dth of our 
presen t espl anade and I think another espl anade shoul d be i nse rt ­
ed i n t he landscape , possibl y by wide ning the present v,alk 
whi ch g oes partl y a round t he hill and joins up with the t erraces 
i n f r ont of the houses . 

I thi1ik there should be s ome very wide te rraces below 
the prese nt wall on t he west and s ou th s i des part i cular l y . '1he 
road r a the r preven t s a cythi ng of t hat k i nd on t he north side . 
Hovever, effecti ve te r rf.ce s can be put i n f ron t of the new 
:r:ior th. h9use ~ .. hich r-re ·can cal l House D or Casa del Canyon fo r 
1 den ti flea ti on. 

The wide terrace s b elow the present 7all can be 
anproached b very impo sing fl i hts of s t eus on the order of 
t 1e steps be ow the po ol. Pa r ticularly can fea ture s of this 
ki nd be bui lt i n fron t of Houses and C, and probably i n fron t 
of House E, wh~ch will be the new house on t he south side . 
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I should thi nk tn o such lovrer esplanades and t erraces 
could be bui lt before we come to t he final lo·er r,al l , 7hi ch 
we have va&"uely l anned, and ·hich would be an esplanade 
covered vi t h a vn de pergola beari ng grape vines . 

I th i nk there shoul d be fountains and vari ous 
featur es such as co l umns and s tatuary to em has i ze t he 
i mportant poi nts on t he new t erraces and s t a1rnay , and 
that t he r e shoul d be t emples and to ver s and pools at various 
viewpo i nt s find .leasant places . 

I don ' t s e ·rhy· e can ' t build sor1 ethi ng conspi cuous 
and use ful and attractive to o i n tle middl e of the blank 
space to the west that vrn / lwa s f ee l needs fil l i ng up. I mean 
t e space wes t o: the poo i n t he mi ddle of that stretch of lower 
wal l . . 

er1aps we mie,-h t have a t emple her e , or an l h bra 
tower, or a Mo or i sh pav1l ,_on, or Chinese t ea garden , or some­
t bi ng tha t rrnuld be e ff ec ti ve and enj oyable. 

I rrould also suggest that we put co l umns or s ome 
featu r e on each side of the cascade t ermi nat i ng the esplanade 
whe r e i t turns and goes up back of the Neptune foun tain . 

t hi ngs . 
le can al k over t he grounds and plan out the e 

I run mer ely maki ng t l ese not es as r emi nde r s . 

Si nce rely~ 


