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February 12, 1921. 

Dear iss organ : 

I 
seem to me very good 
Lat in name s. 

legraphed you about the f lover s chemes. hey 
s far as I can rJcogni z~ the f lowers in their 

There ar e only one o to th i ngs that I did not like. One 
waste ivy and t he other was the istaria. I think we should h ve 
in dition o e variou t in enu erated a lot of fine r oses. r s . 
Hearst nd I a e • oth very f ond of roses. 

I should like a lso a considerab le nu er of cl i mb ing r oses 
either o er t e fr ont al s of t e houses-- those v lls facing the 
central plaza-- or in t he courts; perha son l at t i ces in the cour ts 
would e the est place and would not interfere vith the architectural 
ef f ect. The r oses would clothe the courts in a very pretty way, I 
think. 

If you should _not like this plan, however, roses could still 
be used on the bathroom t o ers of the var iou bu i ldings. ut y 
personal preferences ar e for he our ta, nd I thin t hat ot er things 
like honeysuckle, jasamine, pas ion-flo vers, and such can be run up 
over the bathr om to ers. 

The place I want the bourgandeliera, af t er due c nsideration, 
is the s outh valls of house A. These ar sun y and protect d s aces 
- nd they need large masses of color, as t hese terrace walls are high 
nd bare. 

The ·e ou ht a lso to be some potted alms or plants that 
ou o well 1i th the ourga deliers on the variou er r ces. I am 
nxious t o make the terrace s i de of house A, whi ch is the side seen 

fr om the Bay, and from the r oad v r y lar gely coming up, extremely ef­
ect i vein color, a d I t hin we should u se flovers and colore jars 

free l y to a compli h this. 

You ape k o some seasonal pl nting, and I think we should 
have this a long the orders oft e beds in front of the houses. I 

( largely favor the old- fashioned floiers or Erglish garden fl owers. 

The cou·t of house B oubht · o oe par t i cular l y el l protecte 
nd suney and offe r oppor t un ' t ies f or r aisi g t he more delicate plants. 

( 

I sugge sted s ome o those flo , e ing French c c t i. hey have a beauti-
ful flo er i ke a ta se l, ad I ink they are in red an yel low and 
perha in ihite . 

I s aw them at the flo er shows in Par i nd I have a l so seen 
them in Cal iforn i~, alth9ugh it .may noa t cbaectvuer,Y an~BV t obfiB<hr~iij• They are a sort or climb ing variety r s oan e 



up along the sunny wall . 

The cour t of house C would be the archit ectural place for 
t hi kind of thing, but I doubt if it is as well protected. 

We can ge t s ome vivid Spanish coloring a lso in the court of C. 

The gardens below Car e f ine wi th the cypress and should be 
carr ied out in the Sp ish or Italian s t yl e. 

I a lso suggested planting in other parts of t he gr ou ds , but 
ithin t outside ret i ing wal l s, flowering trees, such as magnolia 

and flowering eucalyptus, ad a beautiful blue- f lower ing tree vhich I 
see in Santa Barbara but ihi ch I do not know the name of. Ther e ar e 
probably other flowering tree available. 

( 

Lar ge ' ushes like oleanders, wh ich come I t hink in pink and 
. a lso in white, are very eff ec tive. The prett i est thing at the -acienda 

is the pink oleander outsi de my mot her ' s wi ndow. 

The rhodedt:ndrons will be fine wherever they can be planted 
in shady places; a· d the sm ll ar azaleas i?,l' e lso nice. 

I would like one pl a ce in t he gard n whe r e we can use 
hol lyhocks ef ec ti vely. 

#; In addit i on to the various marbles that I am sending out, t here 
i s a bronze figure of the se t t ing sun, a l arge o e, nearly life- s ize, 
at Gump 1s. I think t his would be good int 1e mi ddle of t he central 
pool on the west s ide of hou e C, t he ool tat t he steps enclose. 
It ou d be r ather ap ropriate if it would beef ect ive architectural­
ly• 

It would have to face the house, but that would not much mat­
t er as below this again at the edge oft ere aining wall we would have 
oppor tunity for another fi gure, or b i g j ar , or some t hing whi ch would 
be the thing mo st seen from the road. 

Thee is anot her ver pretty t ing t hat was at the Exhib ition, 
a marbl e of a nymph with t he he,a.d of Orpheus. I do not know whe t her 
t he re i s one of those in San Fra,c isco, but i f t here is we might use it 
in the gr ounds somewhere . 

I am a little disturbed that the 
on so s lowly. I t se ems t o me tha tho sd 
be doing any re al work, but a:re loafing on 
that we should let the n do it. 

interior decorating is ge t t i ng 
eople ·of Hu er ich's cannot 
the job, and I do not think 

I think house A ought t o be mo::-e rompt l y fi nished t han house 
B, o t · t e can speedily get i nto t hese two houses. Tis :vill allow 
you to put the t ower s on ' house C and to put f ireplaces in there and it 
:v i ll also al low me some t i me t o consider the details of decorat ion in 
that house , as the r ob l em the::e is a 11 tt le mor e dif f icult. 

,'l· Wh t do you think o t he idea of ~aking t, e cent r al plaza 
a fron yard for the bi g main building, plant ·ng and transpl nting some 
tr ees t her o as t o ar a ge the composit ion artisuic lly, making a long 
or a round pool in ' e middle of it , and perhaps put t ing the alatea 
statue at one end of the pool, and ot ' er vi e d c ra iu t· at centrc::1,l 



,. I ) 

spot so as to make it beautiful in a mor e or less f or·mal way, and in 
·harmony wi t h t he rest of the hill-top? 

I am waiting wi th much interest the models and sketches 
which you are preparing. 

In regard to t he pe r ce tage that you shoul~ charge on this 
work at San Simeon, will you kindly fix a pe r c entage which will gi e 
you a satisfac tory profit? You know what perce tage that will be 
bett er than I do and I am entirely satisf ied to ab ide by your own 
judgme t in the natter. 

Since r ely, 

P-S Her e ar some moving picture 
sets that we used in a Spanish pic­
ture called THE WORLD AUD HIS WIFE. 
I do not kno v t h t here is any idea 
in them but the r e might be something 
for t he main buildi !li al t hough our ar­
chitecture is rat her diff er ent in period. 
Enclosed a l so are some clippings that 
will inter est you. 

oJ 


