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Office of the Academic Senate



FAX:  278-5745

Telephone:  278-2743




(EC-26)

June 18, 2013
Members Present:
Lynn Williams (Chair), Kevin Ayotte (Vice-Chair), Diane Blair (University-wide), Michael Botwin (Chair, AP&P), Provost William Covino, Michael Jenkins (At-large), Loretta Kensinger (State-wide), Mamta Rawat (Chair, Personnel Committee), Rebecca Raya-Fernandez (At-large)
Excused Absent:
Thomas Holyoke (At-large), Moses Menchaca (ASI), President John Welty
Visitors:
Venita Baker, Bob Boyd (Facilities Management), Michael Caldwell, William Wright (Civil & Geomatics Engineering)
The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Chair Williams in TA 117. 
1.
Agenda.
MSC
to approve the Agenda.

2.
Minutes of 5/6/13.


MSC to approve the minutes of 5/6/13.
3.
Communications and Announcements.

A.
Resolution on Committee Chair Reports.
Senator Kensinger (State-wide) reminded the committee of the resolution passed by the Senate requiring the chairs of Senate Standing Committees to present written reports on the activities of their committees within the first two months of each fall semester.
Chair Williams and Venita Baker will distribute a notice re: the resolution to all Standing Committee chairs.

4. 
Proposed MS Option in Water Resources and Environmental Engineering. First Reading.

Professor William Wright (Civil & Geomatics Engineering) summarized the rationale for the new option.
Senator Botwin (Chair, AP&P) requested clarification of the distinction between this option and the Professional Science Master’s (PSM) degree in Water Resources Management recently approved by the Academic Senate. Professor Wright stated that the PSM in Water Resources Management is more science-based and the MS Option in Water Resources and Environmental Engineering emphasizes engineering.
Senator Kensinger asked for confirmation that this is not an online degree program. Professor Wright stated that is correct.

Senator Raya-Fernandez (At-large) asked for confirmation that faculty needed for the new option are already available and that no new funding is needed. Professor Wright stated that is correct; the only additional funding needed will be for advertising brochures.

Senator Blair (University-wide) asked for confirmation that no new library resources are needed. Professor Wright stated that is correct; the department plans to consult with the library as to what other library resources might be helpful but none are requested now.

MSC to waive second reading.

MSC to recommend approval of the MS Option in Water Resources Management as an Interim Program pending final approval by the full Academic Senate in fall 2013.

5.
Van Ness Residence.
Bob Boyd (Facilities Management) described the maintenance needs and work to be done in transition from President Welty’s departure and President-Designate Castro’s arrival. The university is looking to fund repairs and maintenance with state funds; modifications for child safety will be completed with non-state funds.
Discussion ensued re: the importance of transparency in how the funds are spent.

Provost Covino stated that renovations will primarily benefit the fundraising activities that take place at University House.

Vice President Teniente-Matson will update the Senate as work proceeds.

6.
Restructuring of Senate Executive Committee. 
Chair Williams summarized President Welty’s memo responding to the Senate resolution, “Resolution Regarding Shared Governance and Support for the CSU, Fresno Academic Senate,” of April 2013 which requested the restoration of assigned time and funding for the Academic Senate that had been reduced due to budget constraints.
Chair Williams added that another issue to explore is the possibility of lecturers serving on committees.

Discussion ensued re: which Senate Standing Committee chairs might be made part of the Executive Committee.

Senator Botwin stated that restructuring the Executive Committee will involve amending the Senate Constitution and Bylaws.

Provost Covino stated that in the case of CSU, Stanislaus, the presence of standing committee chairs on the Executive Committee allows it to function efficiently as an agenda-setting committee. Deliberation on policies then takes place primarily in the standing committees and the full Academic Senate. Discussion ensued.

This item will return on the next agenda of the Expanded Executive Committee.
7.
Provost Search Committee. 

Chair Williams introduced a proposal to identify interim faculty representatives to the provost search committee for summer work on the position announcement so that a new provost can be in place by January.

Senator Kensinger stated that she is less concerned about the speed and more concerned about a democratic process that allows the participation of all faculty who are interested.

Senator Botwin stated that with use of a search firm, the search can be completed expeditiously while still being thorough.

Chair Williams will confirm President-Designate Castro’s preferred timetable re: the search and report back to the Expanded Executive Committee within a few weeks.

This item will return on the next agenda of the Expanded Executive Committee.

8.
Faculty Representation on the President’s Commission on Human Relations and Equity (PCHRE).

Chair Williams and Venita Baker will contact the current faculty representatives, Brian Tsukimura and Teresa Huerta, to see if they are interested in reappointment.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:25 p.m.
The next meeting of the Expanded Executive Committee will be announced.

An Agenda will be distributed prior to the meeting. 
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