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6PM - Welcome

Maria:  Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for coming. I am Maria Brown, the president of the Xi (Zai) Tau chapter of Sigma Tau Delta, the English Honor Society. We are honored to have you joining us tonight on this special occasion as we induct new members into our society and present awards to a number of deserving recipients. We will begin serving dinner at 6:15 and the official ceremony will begin at 7. In the meantime, we need to take care of a little business. Could tonight’s inductees please gather at the table to my right and tonight’s award winners please gather at the table to my left. 
6:15PM – 7PM – Dinner

7PM – New Member Induction
Cat: Ladies and Gentlemen, once again, thank you for coming. I am Catherine Starling, the vice president of the Xi (Zai) Tau Chapter of Sigma Tau Delta. We will begin tonight’s program with a formal ceremony to mark the induction of new members into Sigma Tau Delta. This will be followed by the presentation of the Li’i Pearl Outstanding Student Awards. We’ll then conclude tonight’s ceremony with the installation of new chapter officers.
To begin the induction ceremony, I now invite forward our president, Maria Brown, our secretary, Jon DeWitt, our treasurer, Chris Dison, our historian, Melissa Wilford, and our advisors, Drs. Andy Troup and Emerson Case. Ladies and gentlemen, our president, Maria Brown. 
Maria: Today we are honored by the presence of Sigma Tau Delta members, inductees,

award winners, and guests. Tonight’s inductees are going to be joining us in Sigma Tau Delta, the International English Honor Society, partaking in our mission to distinguish undergraduate students, graduate students, scholars in academia, and professional writers who are recognized for their accomplishments in linguistic or literary fields. Sigma Tau Delta promotes interest in literature and the English language on local campuses and their surrounding communities, fostering this discipline of English in all its aspects, including creative and critical writing.

Chris: Inductees, membership in Sigma Tau Delta is an outward recognition of

personal accomplishments. By qualifying for membership, you have proven to be of high caliber

in the study of English, meeting the high academic standards of Sigma Tau Delta.
Jon: Sigma Tau Delta began in May, 1924 under the direction of Professor Judson Q. Owen. What started as just an English club at Dakota Wesleyan soon attracted enough attention from English departments at other campuses that Owen proposed the idea of “Sigma Tau Delta, The

Professional English Fraternity.” By their second annual convention in 1928, 71 chapters had

been chartered.

After 1931, no national conventions were held, and each region held its own meetings. With the

abandoning of national conventions, the publication and distribution of their literary magazine,

The Rectangle, which Professor Owen had edited and published, also ended for a time. After

Owen’s death in 1969, and the loss of many of the society’s records due to fire in 1970, a

reorganization convention was held at Northern Illinois University. During the convention, the

delegates adopted a new constitution and voted to apply for membership in the Association of

College Honor Societies (ACHS).

The new national secretary, E. Nelson James, assumed the responsibility for again publishing

The Rectangle, and national conventions were resumed. Under current leadership, the society

has more than 625 active chapters and was recently named by the journal Association

Management as one of its “top 100 associations.” Sigma Tau Delta is now the third largest

ACHS society. Nationally, the society adds about 7,500 new members annually, and gives out

over $40,000 in scholarships and awards.

The past 75 years have been extremely successful, and with continued participation by dedicated

members, Sigma Tau Delta can look forward to an even better future.

Catherine: Central to Sigma Tau Delta is our international motto:
Sincerity, Truth, Design. 
Amy: Willa Cather once wrote, “The history of every country begins in the heart

of a man or a woman.” Likewise, the history of Sigma Tau Delta, begins in the hearts of its

members--in their willingness to put thought into action. The foundation of any organization lies

in the sincerity of its members. Without your willingness to stand, to be recognized, and to join

with others, there would not be any Sigma Tau Delta. Inductees, we recognize your commitment

and your sincerity. Together we can strengthen the foundation of our society and look forward

in unity and purpose.
Catherine: Sincerity in all things is vital to the creation of Sigma Tau Delta, as is our

commitment to the truth vital to the vision of Sigma Tau Delta.
Julie: Henry David Thoreau once said, “It takes two to speak the truth–one to speak,

and another to listen.” As members of Sigma Tau Delta, you understand the importance of

communication, the value of listening, and the significance of expression. You have proven

yourselves capable of comprehending the English language and of pursuing the truth in works of

literature and linguistics. Being a member of Sigma Tau Delta, and the English community as a

whole requires that you continue these efforts and prepare yourselves to take the truths you have

found here into the world, sharing with others your joy and appreciation of our discipline. Truth

cannot exist in a vacuum. Like any art form, it must be shared to be understood.
Melisa: As you prepare yourselves to discover truth, rest assured that the structure and

traditions of Sigma Tau Delta will aid you. The last element of our motto, design, exemplifies

this point. 
Maria: William Shakespeare wrote, “As many arrows, loosed several ways, /Fly to one

mark; as many ways meet in one small town; /As many fresh streams meet in one salt sea . . . So

may a thousand actions, once afoot, /End in one purpose, and be all well borne /Without defeat.”

We are like these many arrows, each coming from a different source, each with unique talents

and varied interest; but as members of Sigma Tau Delta, we all promise to support one another

and focus our energies to the society’s goals. We follow the design laid out before us, assured

that our strength of intent and clarity of purpose will assist us in our aims.
Catherine: Inductees, please rise.
“Sincerity, truth, and design embody the basis, the purpose, the structure of Sigma Tau Delta. Without an understanding and an appreciation of these elements, our society would crumble.” 
Inductees, if you comprehend and accept our society motto as stated, please say “I do.”
INDUCTEES: [In unison] I do.
Melisa: If you then affirm our motto, join us in our declaration of our international

pledge. [Vice President reads the pledge as inductees join in, using copies of the

pledge which we will supply them with.]
“I shall endeavor to advance the study of chief literary masterpieces, to encourage worthwhile

reading, to promote the mastery of written expression, and to foster a spirit of fellowship among

those who specialize in the study of the English language and of literature, ever keeping in mind

our international motto: Sincerity, Truth, Design.”
Sigma Tau Delta is honored to recognize you as esteemed members. You may be seated.

The international headquarters now presents to you the outward signs of your induction: your membership certificate, your honor stole, and membership pin. Please step forward now as your name is called and receive these symbols of your membership. 
[Melisa calls inductees name alphabetically, one by one. Amy passes certificates and pins to Catherine and Jon passes stoles to Dr. Case. Dr. Case places the stole on the shoulders of each inductee, then moves to their right side. Catherine presents them with their certificate and pin and moves to their left side. A picture is taken of each inductee. Julie and Maria escort inductees off to side. Inductees will remain until all have received stoles.] 
Catherine: Inductees, you have fulfilled the obligations necessary to join Sigma Tau Delta. You

have expressed your commitment to sincerity, your devotion to truth, and your dedication to

design. I leave you, as newly inducted members of Sigma Tau Delta, these words by Emily

Dickinson. Please carry them with you as you grow with our organization:
We never know how high we are

Til we are called to rise

And then, if we are true to plan

Our statures touch the skies.

Let’s have a big round of applause for the newest members of Sigma Tau Delta.
Thank you, inductees. You may be seated. 

At this time, we now invite Dr. Emerson Case forward to present the Annual Sigma Tau Delta Writing Awards. 

7:30 PM – Awards
Dr Case: Presentation of Sigma Tau Delta Writing Awards

Dr. Case begins by thanking all contributors. Talks about accomplishments over the past year. Plans for next year. 

He then explains the history of the awards and how the awards are determined. He then calls each winner forward. Catherine hands each recipient certificate and check and stands to one side. Dr. Case moves forward to other side. Picture is taken. Winners may sit down after receiving award. 
Let’s have a big round of applause for all of our award recipients.
Dr. Case: Presentation of Li’i Pearl Outstanding Student Awards

Dr. Case begins by explaining origin of award and how each winner is determined. Tells about Li’i. Matt Woodman reads poem. He then calls each winner forward. Catherine hands each recipient certificate and check and stands to one side. Dr. Case moves forward to other side. Picture is taken. Winners may sit down after receiving award.
Let’s have a big round of applause for all of our award recipients.

Installation of New Chapter Officers

Catherine: We are now ready to install our officers for the coming year. Each officer has important duties; and each is, in his or her own sphere, responsible for the success of the chapter. We shall first give the charge of office to the Public Relations Officer. 
Amy: My fellow member of Sigma Tau Delta, you have been elected to the position of Public Relations Officer. Are you ready to assume the duties of the office, ever guarding the sacred honor of Sigma Tau Delta?

Clayton Plake: I am. 
Amy: Then, as an emblem of your office, I turn over to you the Public Relations book of our chapter. Guard it well and faithfully.

Catherine: We shall now give the charge to historian.
Jon: My fellow member of Sigma Tau Delta, you have been elected to the position of historian. Are you ready to assume the duties of the office, ever guarding the sacred honor of Sigma Tau Delta?

Melissa Wilford: I am. 
Jon: Then, as an emblem of your office, I turn over to you the historian’s book of our chapter. Guard it well and faithfully.

Catherine: We shall now give the charge to secretary.

Julie: My fellow member of Sigma Tau Delta, you have been elected to the position of secretary. Are you ready to assume the duties of the office, ever guarding the sacred honor of Sigma Tau Delta?

Leslie Martinez: I am. 
Julie: Then, as an emblem of your office, I turn over to you the secretary’s book of our chapter. Guard it well and faithfully.

Catherine: We shall now give the charge to treasurer.

Maria: My fellow member of Sigma Tau Delta, you have been elected to the position of treasurer. Are you ready to assume the duties of the office, ever guarding the sacred honor of Sigma Tau Delta?

Chris Dison: I am.

Maria: Then, as an emblem of your office, I turn over to you this record of the finances of our chapter, together with the keeping of all funds now on hand. Guard them well and faithfully.

Catherine: We shall now give the charge to the Vice President. 

Melisa: My fellow member of Sigma Tau Delta, you have been elected to the position of vice president. Are you ready to assume the duties of the office, ever guarding the sacred honor of Sigma Tau Delta?

Catherine Starling: I am.

Melisa: Then, as an emblem of your office, I turn over to you this ceremonial gavel. Guard it well and faithfully.

Catherine: We shall now give the charge to the President. 

Catherine: My fellow member of Sigma Tau Delta, you have been elected to the position of president. Are you ready to assume the duties of the office, ever guarding the sacred honor of Sigma Tau Delta?

Maria Brown: I am.

Catherine: Then, as an emblem of your office, I turn over to you this ceremonial academic mace. Guard it well and faithfully.

Catherine: Ladies and gentlemen, your new Sigma Tau Delta Executive Board. 
Maria: Let’s have one last round of applause for all of tonight’s inductees, new Chapter officers, award winners, and all those friends and family members who support them. 

[Maria can add SHORT comments here as she sees fit]

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you once again for coming and sharing this special night with us. We look forward to celebrating with you again next year. 

