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lil,~llit~lll■lfiil~i,1;;;;:;.;;:~;;i1s:;:: ~%i;'.]it;;;t\ili~' 
fofa{\ Tbis past March :t wa:s at a bar show . I.t s sometbing ) \}. @l~-!1. r do n 1 't sub Ject myself to t~~t often • . I generally i(~t $.~~~ f i nd the a tmosphere t o be sti t l i ne; and not contributing Ii wel l to conversation •. 
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t his p a rticula.r bar show r resp-ected the performe.rs a nd the concept tha.t night - DIY .. r h ad come by myself wh.1.ch is so.rnething tbat. r do more and more often as r: get older . . r ndw feel sociall y confide nt enough that n go: p 'la:c e s o.n my own a nd L 1 m. l eft wit h my thought.a. r:.t. gets lone l y sometimes , e s.pec i a:lly when I want to bounce my t .ho ught s off of so meo ne e l s e, b u:t fo r t he most p-art Lt. wo rks •. 
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~ O:n t:his. p'a.rt1c ular ni.ght . lL wa:.s wat.ching • the perforrners 
fi and t .heY. were doing a great job.. All of a sudden, for ~ ~ a:eem1o.gly, no reason, Ii: start.e-d tei feel rera:lly 
~ ·~ :tna.dequat.e"' Not sociia.lly inadequat·e, but more 11ke 
;~.,~ do.ubting all of my life achievement.a: a.na just. sort of ~ '!:L£& wo--ndering_ if I had ma.de the r:tg·ht choices and do,ne 
r; 

1
(4 the· rjjgh t thfngs .. Ts.he idea had presentedi :Ltee.lf to r ~ Ml(L me before but 'JJ. had alwa,is rej'eoted .it. JI had been t \ reflecting on thts a lot. lately. and 1 falt. like the • t "P. denial ha.d finally eaten t'hrough meo , , . 

~ tMpotis • ·J1,;l'Ul,U ~IJ'Cd""Jl.rjfu-= n·'/J-~ ,r--r-- ) \ 11 \ TONKA - I • J 't -Z, ~ • • Green Oa,, ~ i · i ~ 1 ~- · t . 
~ J$ac1_)! be e n workins: so· hard a,nd so often .that I . a1a not 
t. • . have t..1me t .o. q u.es,t.io.n the ve :rv: t.h:t:na-.s +. .1:.a+.· <r1.· wa•S'. l --·~-- alwa;y.s · working on? ti) -o 1:1.u .,.. .. 

~\ WA ~ · Mruiisun, . ~ic:HoUJ.r~ - ...... ._.,"':/ ,..,,.;..,..., 
~ • . ]laeUW• JXliilantaioo . Dttroit-• Ii- WR.tuloo Dubuque ---------------·- • ~• • , ~At( ~,. • Iwcktt/-iE.vau.s u- J'ic\-tS0 ;.r'rJoYY>o-<'fv ~- . eeJar1iapids. ) • n c,11,;,eago ________ J\,!'~-"1~!-r 1U1,l,..f ~.. '1\n110 111 hnYt .... , ... i.. South BtHd I 1iJ'/.biIJ 
~ • • 15.o,u: see , Jt a:;pent mo.st. a.1' my adult. life bu.flding IDl 0,l.uJfs 0-J"~ Ill.~ pro . .rects. 11ke a mail 0:rder oo.mp.1u1;y for IDY. ~- '- ' • t1 ----•• .I • • w•••••-
B friend a ' ' project.a, putting on events to demonst.ra:t:e 
,~ O;UF s::t.i l e of art.. and <:lulture,. -tr.o·ua:-1ng the c0;ant.r1·. w./ ~ Joseph di.ffere nt bands. and z.tne.st.ers, buyiner a ho;usa, 
~ getting married, e:nd working on the z.:tne S:ympo.s.tum. z ..... ~ No-:w .that . my, drea:m.s had been act:ual1zea . JI wa.s; ~; ~e~ wonderine;. the u.se of 1't all •. D. had want·ed t:hjje fot 
\ • 11:0:. long now that.• ncr,,w t.h~. li: a-0 t.ually, had 1 t: I l had t Jefferso no i'd ea· what t.o do next •. N,o'W -that. n had :tt., J:. fo .und ~\ _r t.hat .1i.t wa:&1:n "u what. · ~ reall;y, exp:ec_t .ed et.. a).l.. :rr . :: ~ LAKE • alwa.:t,s j uS!t .. thought . ! .f Jr. a:ccomplie.hed a:11. of m~ f ozAAi goaja at . abrea.kneck p-ace- t .ha;t wo:uli!l make m1e happy •. r 
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. ·lity by const.antl:'.l, working t.o a:ccompl~sh 
~e~:

8
80:als li e:t.tber forg;ot how t .o b.e ha.ppy, o r Just 

never n ad t .he t 'iroe •. 

I h :ri.d b ee n a.rrogo.nt f o..r s c long:; surP. ths:t there 
was only one 11·good 11 path. int 11.fe, onlJ , t..o fi a 
out. y ea.rs later t.hat there are many · different options 
and what. ts. :bight fo.r o·ne perso.n is: no·t :. ~1g_bt fc:r 

• i~ . 

1~if} 
I dro:pped ou.t of college about fo1u.r years ago now .. I. 
beE,an· · to travel t h e C O•:.mti~x and wo.rk o.n c:c·eati ric 
stro nger bo:nds· and frtendsbipe· wit.h people t hat 

• were leading_ oo:n-tr&dit.io.nal life choi:1:ce,s, like mine •. 
Ii. developed a, much 5reater sense of self a.ss u edness 
by find 1ng· ot.h~r p-sople whd~ were do 1.ng s 1mJila:. thi:ngs· 
and d 1aco·ver1ng_ what. the-y were choosing to·. do wi tb 
t.be1r t..ime and exper:1:ence; p·eopie lea.rning nat ura·lly 
from t.he1r environment no·t. from. a, e.t.erile co l l eg·e 
classroom .. 



four .Y.:ears O;f co:mplete, re la.ti.ve 
a lo,t : o.f the t.blngs I. _want.ed t.o .. :n: was,\ 

co.ria:t..an t.11~ t.rarve.l 1.ng_. lDut Ir never want to Europe .. •• 
lh. f ae:t. Ii never even wentt o:-u:t aide o:f Nort.h A mer1ca. 
at~ a:11 w, 'lJ:here 1's no: challenge in doing t.he s:ame, 
~;0Jnfort a·blc -th1.ngs: over and o:.ver ag·ain .. ] : think r:: 
wa:S: at t.empting to convince myself that !! was living 
"aanger a:-usly." by: doiing . the- same thing_s over and 

~ . . 

• . . . · . . a , . .rpen ry •a. · t 
• the basics by bu:1.ldf.ng fort.s.· as · a ticl w1tb 
r never bu1'lt a. house o.r worked on other 
that would really challenge my skills o.r 
hem •. 

Ir want . to write a book a-b t . 
in oo mest1.c s · • . ou: • gov:er.runent 1avolvement· 1.n 
write • . e •• p10.nae;;_e. prog:rams but . JI''m not. much of a. 

• :r •• _ r. just enjoy reading boo·:ks on those to 1 . · 
ls it. eil:en proper to · writs a book h · b • P cs- •• 
ie . . . t .. . . • • w en m;:t est. writ.ino-

s .~a n .. explaining. to customers whv thei·r ,.:i 1· -o .. 
eo la t e'.? J . • or1.1.er .s I 


