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Thies past March I was et a bsr show. It''s something

I don't subject myself to that often. I generally

find the atmosphere to be stifling and nct contributing
well to coaversation..
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At thls particular bar show I respected the performers
and the concept that night - DIY. I had come by myself
which is something that I do more and more often as I
get older. I ndw feel socially confideat enough that I
go: places on my own aend I'm left with my thoughts. It.
gets lonely sometimes, especlally when I want to bounce

my thoughts off of someone else, but for the most part
it works.. : ‘




On this particuler night. I was watching the performers
and they were doing a great job. &ll of a sudden, for
Seemlagly no reason, I started to feel really
linadequate. Not socially inadequate, but more like
=, doubting all of my life achievements and Just sort of
2450 wondering if I had made the right choices and done
gbhe‘ right things. The idea had presentedk itself to
mu me before but I had always rejected it. I had been
reflecting on this a lot lately and I felt like the.
. denlal had finally esten through me..
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/ : Had I been working so

hard end so often.that I did not

L have time to vestion _ N ‘ ;
T 4isl glvays. worki‘ng Qn.?ion the ve ry things that I was:
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You see, T ‘ ‘ : : hr R :
owa DIy epent most &f my adult 1life bullding my

o+ ProJects like a mail order company for my

¢ wwese tem

friends" projects, puttlng on events to demonstrate
our style of art and culture, touring the country. w/
défferent bands and zinesters, buying a house, '
getting married, and working on the Zine Symposium.
wwernrr NOW that my dreams had been actualized I wae

Indeper wondering the use of it all. I had wanted this fob
80. long now thatm now thet I actually had it I had
- Jefferso no 1dea what to do next. Now that I had it, I found
that 1t wasn®t what I really expected et all. I
- ® ke always Just. thought . if I sccomplished =1l of my:

-

| "™ goags at abreakneck pmce that would make me happy.
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i reglity by constamtly working tp accompl o
%ﬁese goags T either forgot how to be happy or Just
never had the time
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I had been arrogant for sc long; sure that there
| was only one "good" path in¥* life, cnly to find

fl out years later that there are many different options
and what 1s bBight for one person ls not #ight for
everyone .

I crmppgﬁ_gut of college about four yegrs ago nNOw.
began to. travel the country and work on creating
stronger bonds and friendshipe with people that
were leadlng non-traditional life chddfces like mine..
I developed a nmuch greater sense of self sssuredness
by flnding other people whd were doing simfilsr things
' and discovering what. they were chooslng to do with
thelr time and experience; people learning naturally
from thelr environment not from a sterile college
¢classroom.. :




But despite four years of complete, relative freedom

I never did o lot of the things I wanted to. I was)
constentlyx travel ing, but I never went bo BUYODE .

In fact I never even wenti cutslide of North & merlca

at. all. There's no challenge in doing the same,
comforteble things over and over again. I thilk I
wae attempting to convince myself that I was living
”danaeraugly” by do:ing the same thiags over and over..

Sure, there's regiomal differences in parts of our

country and it's more educatlonsl to see it in real
1ife than to reed a book sbout It, but I feel like

my time could heve been gpent. better.
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I spent some time learning more about carpentry (after
i learning the basicse by bullding forts sg a kid with
{1 nan) but I never bullt a house or worked on other
" pro jechs that would really challenge my skilla or
develop them..

I want. tio write a book sbout government lnvolvement in

§ in domestlc espions /

: mealic esplonage programs but I'm not much
ggiiig.LIZjust.enjoy reading books on those topigé .

| I even proper to: write a book when my best wriéing |

;eo,lgzeﬁ explaining to customers why their order is




