BRAGERO PRAJECT

The Bracero Hiabory Frafect, coontitinatied by the Smitkaouian’s Natdonnl Missantn of Awtenican
Hiatory (SNMAH), tihe Cember for Hiabory and New Mziitia at Ganoge Masan Univasaity, and the
Instiitete of Oral Hisbory at tihe Uniivacaity of Texas at El Faso began as an ongdling crosessouuntiry,
crasddroeder etffort to colleat, docwricant, extithit, and shace the history andl voiees of tike bracero

preageatn,

The goal, of tihés grasaoreot s efffett, is tw create a national consotbinm of musems s, univarsifies,
andd cutbwan! insiitiiibions tw foauss on tihis onilisal piaee of hisbory and to focuss on the souial and
culltwenl agpect, how it atfbeatied the familias, the towss in Mexico, titwir chilliteen andl their
comtmuhiibies. Funsed by a $48M000 grant from the Smiibiaoaian Ladivo Cember for the firat year of
reseanch, SMAHH has teawed witth other majar univeraities includiing USL, andl Brawn Utioesdty,
and tieir studerst s to capitivre the oral histboeies of tite brasenos.

The Offifice of Sanvice Leartiny andl Civic Engagement has sehadwled an agpaintarent with Steve
Velasguez, assdaiate covator for the SNMAH andl Ted on Thurstgy, Sepseiher 20, 2007 firom
1625801180 tw prowdde an overiiew of tite prajett, benetfit tw CHILI and disasss the papsibility
of samdiee learning sudetst s contiiniting to thés hisbocital prajeet.

Fasisible Course Cameectilons to Brasero Project

Narsatices of tihe Wonkitg Claas- Fraéessor not lisbad (examines tite lives of wonkity peaple firom
vartinuss agpoecahes andl mathbolivagies)

Hiatosian's Craft - Frank Basgjas (suwegy course on tie writtilng of history, utiltzing oral inbeswiews
andl otteer mabeidal in the writbing of hisdory)

Nareatices of Saubbern Califoniia - Frank Biaopias and Joan Pebers (abididies the namativgs, oral,
writtden andl filmad), of SoCal)

Swiinl Fradlenss In Sandee Learniny Combext = Fraéessor Choli and Herigen

Project goals
A Collect oral histories
A Create website of virtual archives
A Expand the notion of Mexican American History
A Oral history questions were developed by UTexas. Contact name: Christine
Navarro, Director of Oral History Project/Created a toolkit

Exhibit will consist of:
A Oral histories displayed
A Listening stations
A Pictures

Create an informal consortium of museums, universities and cultural institutions



Role of collaborators

Host a collection day/town hall meeting

Incorporate collection into their institution/or regionally
Set up times for oral histories

Do the work on the ground in the community

Contact Bracero organization to get the word out

> >

Students could:
A Plan town hall meetings
A Conduct follow-up interview
A Research local history to add to the exhibit
A ldentify meeting place

Possibilities
Distance learning in collaboration with:
A Brown
A Yale
A Stanford
On a specific aspect of the Bracero program such as, public history, implications on
women and children, oral history training.

Students would need to be bilingual
Project is also looking to speak with the farmers, growers, shippers. Non-bilingual would
be OK,



