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Ora1 Hi st.or~f Frnnces Pa1 aci o:; 

Statement of the prob l ern: 

The purpose of this project is to conduct an oral 
t1istory on a person who was involve,j in the Chicano 
,1ovement of the 60's in San Jose, Celifornia. Much of the 
hi story of the Chicano Movement in San Jose has not been 
documented or qiven proper credit. For these reasons, 
oral historws have been conducted this semester by me 
and other s1udents to st1ow tr1e impact the Chicano 
movement made during the 60's in San .Jose as we11 as 
hovt the movement t,as affected present ti mes. 

Descripti on of the Research Proce,jures: 

I conducte,j interviev-ts with Frances Palacios, wf·10 
was a student in U1e 60's at San Jose City College and 
later- at San .Jose State Uni versitl Frances was active in 
the Chicano student movement at San Jose City College 
and involved in U-1e cornrnunity organizi:itions during tfle 
Chicano Movement. 

I met v•1itt1 Frances five times. The first session wa::; 
the ini tial contact vvhere vve !=jot to rneet. one another and 
qo over the aqreernent f orrn. f tape recorded our ne;~t four 
sessions. Our intervievt sessions took place at r1er place 
of ernployrnent, elementary sct1ools. At U1e tirne of our 
series of intervie•ws, she was workinq for the San Jose 
Unified School District. Interview sessions ususally 
laste,j about an rlOLff, with the exception of the last 
session, ·vvhict1 leste,j an t·1our and a half. I '-t-lOL~ld start 
the sessions off by 1etti ng r1er knm•v wt1at topics I \'V'OUl d 
like to discuss. Durinq tt1e reconjinq, I would ask 
questions ar11j she ·v·v·oul1j respond to my questions. After 
the tape recording, we ¥loul d discuss some of U1e topics 
briefly and verif~d spelling of names, places and 
organizations. 

Later, before the ne)<t session, I vv·ould listen to the 
tapes an,j revi ew U1e contents. I vvciul ,j look for topics to 
expan,j on for tt1e ne:~:t session. 

Description of the Results: 

In the intervie\·V sessions, Frances Palacios tells of 
r1er involvrnent in ttle Ct1icano Movement in the 60's an,j 
how it affecte,j her life. I 'vVill start off with a brief 
background on Frances· life . Ne:x:t, I vvill include some 
topics of importance and series of questions an,j answers 
verbatim tt·1at dea1 ''l'tith these topics. 

Background: 

Frances was born and rnise,j in San .Jose, California. 
Her parents were from Pt,oenix, Arizona. Si1e was born in 
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a shack on a prune orchard. Four years later, the family 
moved to apartments on St. Jotm end First streets. These 
apartments were located above a Mexican drug store, 
v·thi ch no 1 onger ~xi st. . _ . 

Frances has nine other brothers and sisters. ~r1e 1s 
fourth oldest. Frances end her brothers and sisters 
attended Grant Elementary School, Roosevelt Jr. High and 
San .Jose HiQh School. She is the onllJ one from her family 
to get a colTege deqree, a Master's. ~he attended San .Jose 
Citw College and lei1er San Jose State University. 

Frances Palacios is presently a scr1ool counselor for 
Sen Jose Unifie,j and East.side Union Hiqt·1 School District. 
She rrns been marrie,j for 15 years and has 3 children aged 
12, 1i, and 4. Her husband presentlw works as a rnofer in 
San Mateo and is taking classes in electronics. 

Do you ren~ember why your f arni 11d move,j f rnm \·vhere !dOU 
were born·:' 

Tt·1ere were no bathroornsl No runnin!J vvater! Everything 
came in from outside. Tr1e to i let 'l'V8S outside. It was time 
to move on. It '•Nas t i me to get out of U-1e fieJ ,js actually, 
out of the prunes. 

Vl"t1at i rnpact di d tr1e move t1ave on your f ami 1 y? 

It vvas a move for the better. From an orchard to the inner 
city, actualli~ ri!Jht dov•mtown. 

V·/t"lat do they do for e living nov·t? 

I heve a sister that's e housevvife in Hav·rni i. I have a 
sister that has been in electronics f or twenty years. 
have a brott1er that's a painting contractor. Anott1er 
brother Urnt is in production management of Del Monte. 
Let's see, I have two sisters that are t·1ousewives. I have a 
brother that is an accountant. And I have another sister 
that works for the Post Office, and enott·1er that works f or 
a retail store. 

v-lhat did your parents ,jo whi 1 e you were growing up? 
Ho·0., did tney make a living? 

My mother vves, 1Ne11 she had a second t1usband, so st·1e wes 
a housewife. But we ·vvorke,j the fie1 ,js every summer to 
get our school clothes and get the tt1ings that we nee,jed. 
Pl us our sacks of beans antf rice and stuff for the 1..vr101 e 
summer. My stepfaU-1er was a roofer. 

So, when your rnot1·1er worked out in the fields, who looked 
after the chi 1 dren? 

'w'e ell went. Actually, the ones tt1at '•Nere under five, 
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stayed with an aunt, who lived ,vith us. 

So did you go two yeers to San Jose City College and then 
transfer over? 

No, I went on and off, on and off, on and off, because I 
a 1 ways worked part ti me and I rea11 y couldn't handle it. 
Then, I got disinter-ested in school. I kept on qoing t,ack 
and forfh. It took me quite a few years to ~el my 
Bachelor's. After that, I went for a Masters in Family 
Re1ations and comp1 eted the coursev1ork but the program 
died. w1·1en I went back to complete, it was al relldy 3 or 4 
!-jeers later_. end U1e department had already dissolve,j_ So, 
r1 ost rny two years there. So then, I went on to another 
program, Sqcial Work. I finished my MSW there. 

Around when did you start at San Jose City Co11 ege? 

I think it was the summer of 1968, or rather was it 67. 
It may have been 67. 

V·lhat was it tf1at really inspire,j you to go on to San .Jose 
City Co11 ege? 

\ Vt'ell, I had graduated from high school. I worked in the 
cannery, riqnt after that, in fact a couple of years. I 
didn't wanf electronics, U-1at was the new trend, brand 
new thing at the time. I didn't really want to be locked up 
in buil di nos witr1out wi ndov,s. Thet was mu perception, I 
just didn't went to be there and not see people. But in 
here, there's so much diversity qoinq on back and forth. 
Fresh air as fresh es can possibly get, put it that way. I 
was prepped for the typing end cferical skills, so I went 
into those things. I 1l'/as typing like 74 on a manual, not 
electric, because I didn't know ho 1N to work on electric at 
that time. They were there, but there were still e lot of 
manuals that were common. So, here I wes tuping 74 and 
shorthand was about 100-110, I don't recall out il wasn't 
bad. The typing was exce11 ent. They would give me typing 
tests where ever I would go. The kind of crap thet they 
would come up with is that I was too qualified. -I knew 
that was hogwash. And they knew I was only 18, they 
might have 1-vanted an older more seasoned person. It I 
would have been told I was too young, that's a different 
stonJ, because they could tell you that t1·1en. People may 
not have batted an eye like they do now. I always lied 
about my age. I always gave myself a couple of more 
years, to try and get a job, so they never told me I was 
foo young. I was Just too qualified. ½'here ever I went 
and I was sent by u·1e employment thing here, none of the 
jobs panned out. Maybe I was too shlf, not assertive 
enough. Which is one of the drawbac'ks of Uie 
employment, it has to prep people for intervie·_.s,1s. 
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Then I worked for a cosmetics firm and she was 
screwing me over. The checks were bouncing left and 
right. She was taking advantage of me, but I needed the 
job so it was olcay. I didn't want to go into electronics or­
sales, which is what my friends all took off to. And so I 
was working here and there, odd jobs, very temporary 
things for a ~ear. Some of my friends, minority friends, 
were saying go to City, they have a special program. It's 
neat. Vou·1r like it." And of course it wasn't for- me. "What 
am I going to do there?" See, I was kind of programmed 
that Mexicans didn't go on to school. A11 these l.hi ngs 
were ingrained in rne alrea,jy_ And I was very wise. 'iou 
just didn't go. So, finally, she talke,j me into it and I 
went. My mother was not very pleased. She thought I 
should be working. 

I went and I met this beautiful man named Mark 
Marcus, a .Jev,ish per-son. I think he's over at Canada 
College now, I'm not sure. Vv'onderful, wonderful person 
that I feel, if it 1·1a11n't really been for him, what he did..., 
tie was a psychologist/counselor. I think it was called 
CLP-Cooperative Learning Pror,iram. He interviewed me 
and thought I was a likely canoidate. I t1ad been out for- a 
year. The!-1 started us out in c 1 asses, usua11 ~ you had to 
fake a tes1, to !'.live !-IOU pl acernent. He di dn°l give me a 
olacement tesC he fiJst put rne straii:iht into some of the 
classes. Everything was kind of a rush rusl1 thing. They 
trn,j a room where we could meet eacl1 other. It was neat, 
really neat and I bought it fast. Some where mid-term, 
we took a test. Ti1ey r-ealized that I didn't belong in those 
classes. I beloni:ied in more advanced classes. I didn't 
think that I ha,j'wasted any time though, because it was a 
nice ti me to bond and get to lrno\¥ the program, rea11 y 
draw a lot of interest. 

He tried to talk me into taking a variety of classes 
But no, I wanted more typing, I wanted more filing, an,j I 
wanted more shorU1and. Ana, so that's what I tool<. 
Marcus got me a job helping the secretar!-IS at the schoo1. 
The following semester, he says "I'm pulfing you out of 
this job". I said· I won't be able to stay if l don't have a 
iob. That's ok, I can probabl!-1 find a job someplace else." 
But I was going to stay in sc'hool, I had alread!-1 decideg. 
He says "I'm goi nf,l to get you to supervise the 1utors". I 
told him ·1 can't ao that." He said "yes, you can. 1/ou got 
the ability, your short changing !-JOUrselt." He said "not 
only that, you can go into counseling, you can do this, you 
can do that.:. I don't know why you·re taking these clerical 
skills. Don't get me wrong, I don't l1;'Jve anything against 
secretarys, that's fine. But your skills are beyond that." 
Those were not the exact words he used at the time, he 
may have used abilities. And so, I took a risk. I said 
·maybe he's right". He believed_ in me. He's the one that 
opened up my e!-les. So, I went rnto a psychology program. 
I wanted to go fnto counseling. It took years and years to 
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finish school because I kept dropping out of school. There 
was a lot of financial need at home. 

Did you find any kind of financial suppor-t for-your 
education? 

Very minimal. From San Jose State I got some loans. 
Most of the time, I worked part time. I usually had tv-to 
part time jobs holding me through. There was no way I 
could ever 1Jo to school 'Nithout working. It just wasn't an 
easy thing fo do. V1hen most of us grew up, and there was 
jusf the younger- kids leit at home, it was easy to support 
them to flO to school, but not the first ones. If was very 
very difticult. That would have been so ideal, for me to 
not have to work, just rea11 y concentrate. It never 
happened. Aside from that, when I went on to State(SJS) i 
droppe,j out of classes leit and right. I just wasn't 
disciplined. i would take a semes1er l1ere and a sernester 
there, and then I would drop c 1 asses. I wasn't gearing 
towards any particular prngram. The EDP iailed me, r 
thought. I never said it loudly or to M enyone, beceuse 
when you cite faults 'Nithin what I cell "la familia" you 
keep it either to yourself, or don't take it out. Besides, I 
didn't realize trial t~ey had guidance counselors to gear 
wou towards academic programs that led to your 
riachelor's. Man, did I waste my time. See, I was not 
bonded to the EDP program. I rea11 y wasn't. I was rea11 y
turned oii. 

What kind oi part time jobs did you have? 

I worked for a medical clinic. I worked for E.S.O. (Equal 
Services Drganizaton) I worked as a translator, reader, at 
the Spanish department for City (SJCC). Babysitting. And 
I also vtorked during the summer in U1e fields, in 
tomatoes or wl1atever. Good money at that time. 

Vou mentioned that as you were going to school, U-1at a lot 
of times you became disinterested in school, that a lot of 
times you had to drnp out of classes, because of work. At 
a point you became disinterested in school. What were 
some of the reasons? 

I didn't rea11 ij get guidance i niti a 11 q when I moved on to 
State. I didn t reafize that we had counselors to guide you 
towards that. I was really, I guess, out in left field. 
thought I was just following a meaningless course, 
meanini::iless direction. So I had to question myself a few 
times. ''What am I really doing here?" I was really turned 
off wit11 a lot of the students· insincerity. Students tl1at I 
kne'N had money, that were capping off the EDP. It used to 
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burn me, it reallu annoyed me. I had to work, always 
holding at least~ part 1ime jobs to su~tain myself: 
Seeing these spoiled brats that woul~ Just Rar:ty Vl'.lth 
their money, so I really got turned oft and d1s1lfus1oned. 
We set the pavement for these people? So, I was pisse,t 
I was almost rebelling but I never came out with that 
statement. I kind of sat on that one for a 1 ong, long ti me. 
But it really use to annoy me very, very much. 

What were you doing in 1965? 

I was a junior in hi gl1 school. 

't/hat were your main concerns at that tirne? 

At that time, I had no aspirations, no ambitions. I 
remember Li no (Lopez) from MAYO (Mexican Arneri can 
Vouth Organization) l1ad come to see 'Nhere we were 
headed. At that time, I told him I wanted to become a 
nurse. That's a thougr"lt that had come to my mind. I 
thought that was a neat profession. But, we were not 
geared towards ttrnt. In higt1 school, we 'Here channele,j 
fo take cl eri cal. \'·/hen we went to meet 1Nith our 
counselor-s and we told him what we wanted to take, when 
I did, he told me I didn't have the brains for it and would 
probably fall through, to continue taking typing and filing.
So, I did. 

So, you didn't take any co11 ege prep courses? 

I didn't take any college prep courses, because he(the 
counselor) felt 'I was incapable. He still worl(s for the 
district. He is in the guidance department. 

1,vere you active in any social or- political groups in the 
early oO's? 

In the late 6O's, I was. In t11e ear-1y 6O's, it was mainly 
service groups like the American Red Cross. But in the 
late 6O's, I was active with, let me tt1ink because it's 
been a long time. I was active with U.P.A. Unite,j People 
Arriba. I was about 1Sat the time. I was active 
with... let's see, what was our l'lexican organization? God, 
I can·t even think of the groups we t1ad at City (S.JCC) and 
at State (SJS) . l'lASC, I guess it was. 

What does l'lASC stand for? 

Mexican American Student Confederation, I guess. I don't 
recall it that well. There was also the big one wt1ere all 
the raza got together from a11 over the county. (Ls 
Confederaci on ae la Raza Uni da) 
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So, you were involved in the MASC organization? 

V/;is, that was at City(SJCC). That ·,vas based at City and 
pretty much dealt with Chicano student issues. Issues 
that affected, Chicano issues, that is, equa1 access, 
getting a Chicano studies department there, bilingual or 
Chicano faculty to represent students and then also to 
address the students that couldn't stay in school, that 
would come in and would leave befo1-e completing 
semesters. 

United People Arriba, what kind oi people were in that 
organization? 

Leaders from U1e communit!-1, people that lived around 
"little Egypt". "Little Egypt" •,vas an area by IJa!Jand and 
San Antonio streets. I aon·t recall exactly vrh!J_ U1ey 
ca11 ed it that.. But, residents from around the l:iuada1upe 
Church, were prett1.1 much i nvo1ved in soci a 1 issues and 
community issues that affected raza. They seen it as 
mostly for the advancement of our people. Issues that 
the1.1 could qet into. A lot of it was civil rights U1inqs and 
sodal issues. -

One of U1e oroups you were i nvo1ved in 1..vas La 
Confederadon de la Raza Unida. 1'/ho ·ttere some of the 
members of that group? 

Pretty much the same names that I have given you prior. 
Theres another person that comes to mind, Ray 11ontijo. 
don't know wf1at ever became of him. But that 'lvas 
another person. 

How 1ong 'Nere you active in that group'? 

Until it died, a couple of 1.1ears. 

Hov-t about the rest of your family, were they i nvo1ved'? 

Nele! (no) I was the radical one in this family. I've 
a 1 ways been very me11 ow towards the family, in terms 
tt1at you don't talk about politics and wou marntain a good 
relationship. Simply because, they felt I was a disgrace. 
Tt1ere was just a lot of pressure to be involved because 
the family didn't believe in it. They thought I should be a 
nice kid, get married and do what ever. r thought that 
was cool later on but not then. So, there was just a lot of 
rea 1 pressure comi nq frnrn my i amil y and from my friends. 
There was a lot of social pressure because they weren't 
into this. I've always been a rebel, in terms of, if I felt 
something was not Just, I take action or try to do 
something about it, m!-1 own way. I don't follow a rnass or 
a goal unless I believe'in the cause. Tf1at's something that 
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I always felt. If I like someone, they have a real reason, I 
may not physically support it if its not in mu heart. I 
won't and I don't pressur·e myself into stuff like that. 
Like todau, issues that affect our little Chicanitos, Oh 
Yeah! I'm out there. I'm here advocating for them, for a 
social change that will impact for them. I remember 
what I wenf U1rough. 

Do you presently have children? 

I have 3 ct1ildren. Twelve, my son will be eleven in a few 
weeks, an,j then a four year o],j_ 

1i\lt1at educational institutions do they attend? 

t1w son is at Grant. t1y daughter is at Steinbach t1iddle 
Sct1ool. And my husband roofs in San t1ateo, but has 
evening classes four times a week. 

\'/hat type of c 1 asses is he taking? 

He's going back to electronics. That's what he did when he 
first got out of high school. He went to Citu (SJCC) U1en 
he wot·ked in electronics. He got drafted, Uien he was a 
musician in between. He came back continued to be a 
musician, went back to electronics, went into insurance 
sales, couldn't handle it, and now he is on the roof. 

How 1ong ·,vas your husband in the military? 

I don't recall if it vtas less than a year. He was wounded, 
so he came back on a stretcher. 

Did he serve in Vietnam? 

'tes. He's still ,jisabled. t1ildly, you can't even tell. Ves, 
he served there and got a medical discharge. 

Do you have scrapbooks, pt1otos, or news clippings from 
the late 6O's? 

I might have something. If I do I'll certainly pull them 
out. I had a lot of U1ings that I know I thinned out. I don't 
recall who asked me for· some U1inQs and never returned 
them, that was several yeat·s ago. 7 gave them what ever I 
had. It was somebody tfrnt was trying to write a book. 
don't remember who it was. 

Do you recall any of the walkouts at Roosevelt Jr. High? 

Sure do! That was during the grape boycott days. I 
remember the kids 'Nere served grapes tainted red like 
cherries. The kids became angry and threw them out. I 
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don't remember anymore of t11e exact details of t~e 
walkout. That's been over twenty years ago, bL~t 1t was 
beautiful. I may have some pictures of that st111. 

\•\•'here were you at t hat time? 

I may have been at City College at that time. I think a lot 
of our thinqs _began, and I don't see it acknowle1jged a lot, 
at Ci ty.(SJLC) A 1 ot of our actions and movernents began 
at City (SJCC) because we had established there a 
progra-m prior to the one at San .Jose State, prior to the 
EOP pro!Jrarn. A lot of things evolved out of City. Out of 
that a core group moved on to San Jose State as things got 
biqqer. But fhe:-e v•tere just a lot of thinqs, the 
deriionstrations, the 1tvalkouts, the picketing, the taking 
over of the administration, weat1! Ttrnt was all junior 
college! A lot of this happened w a4 before San .Jose 
State 1Noke up. San ,.Jose State, for along time 1Nas very 
conservative. 'v'ou really 1jidn't have your t4pical Chicano, 
whatever U1at was at the time, attendi nq. T he Raza began 
to find themselves and reallq relate to their own i1jent1t4. 
I t~1i nk City ('.3.JCC) had it togeU1er way before San Jose -
State. 

So, 'fthat lea1j up the vvalkouts 1Nas the grape boycott 
issue? 

It rnay have been. I don't recall exactl q_ It may t1ave been 
some of the deception, hov•t tt1ey were l n~ing to deceive. 
Roosevelt was really impecte1j_~ It was 111ainlq Chicano 
kiijs triat were goi~g ther~ to begin ''f'tith. But lt may t1ave 
been some of the dissent trorn the deception. Hey_, your 
not being served these things f.lnd the !(i ds knev•t 
otherwise. Plus a lot of other thinr,is, \¥here thew saw 
dispariti es, where u-,ey really saw 1he unfairness, tt·1e 
educational system, what thew were involved in. An,j of 
course, tt·,ey had a leader like :Jose(Carrasco) that 1,vent a 
1ong ·vvi th the kids. 

'w'hat was he (Jose Carrnsco) doing et that ti me? 

He 1Nas a teact1er at Roosevelt, and wal ked riqht on out 
with them. He gave the students a lot of support. He was 
radical at that time. 

You mentioned a lot of the actions an1j movements started 
at San .Jose Cit4 College, and a lot of times it is not 
recognized, they give credit to San Jose State. Vou 
mention a core group, v•/110 were these peop1 e? 

It consisted of rneybe 3 groups: tt1e e1jucators, tt1e 
students, an,j tt1e cornrnuni ty. The community i nvo 1 ved 
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Rudy Coronado, Ant.twny Soto, Sophie Mendoza, Sid 
Sanaova1. Herrera, I forget his first name...Ri chard 
Herrera, he was another guy that was involved in some of 
these things. Richard, he was a student at the time. And 
then you had Mcintee, James Mcintee was another guy U-1at 
was pretty much involved. He's a director of human 
relations now. Then we had the educators. 

½'ho were they? 

Those... this is even before, I don't know if you've ever 
t1eard of Feliciano Rivera, oh! of course wou t1ave, wl1at am 
I thinking of. This was e11en before his t1me, because 
we·re ti"1e one,,, we really brought him in. Lou Carranza, he 
was somewt1at i n·-101 ved. He was kind of in and out, not a 
key-key fiQure at the time. There was Jose (Carrasco). 
There 'Nas~.Paul Sanchez 'Nas to an extent. I don't 
remember exactl1J what his involvement was. Tt1ere 'Nas 
Randolph Jimenez. He was teaching at San Jose State at 
the time. Some ladw, Concha Barozzi, was kind of involved 
at the time. Ru,jy Cordova and Hector his brother. V✓ e 
wern even tt1ere !iefore the!-l were. Jose Carrasco was 
very much a part of the Cit~ Co11 ege 1ife in terms of he 
was a teacher- alr·eady, in terms 01 helping to mobilize and 
guide and provide his expertise. Fred Hirsch ,,vas kind of a 
part. lt1e use to call him "our commie". Qui en mas, Rudy, 
of course was al ways there. Sal Gascon, Ed Fl ores, Al ex 
Esparza, she was on the faculty there for a long ti me. 
Tt·1ere 'Nas quite a few, quite a f e'N people. 

So the students were there before the faculty? 

yes, and that was part of the movement tt·1at brought them 
rn. 

Vou mentioned a core group of students that started at 
San Jose City, then moved on to San Jose State. 

I moved on to State. I didn't become as involved in San 
Jose State, the campus issues. I just maintained the 
community involvement, because l really didn't care for 
the directions the students V·tere going. I felt they were 
on a different kind of trip. The kids from City, the people 
from City, a lot of us were just raised here and went to 
that co11 ege, not by choice. A 1 ot of t11e kids that started 
State were imports, from other areas. 

From wi"1at ar·eas? 

\'/ell, whether they came from Fresno or· whether they 
came from other parts of California, Los Angeles, 
Riverside, whatever. The!-l came in slightly Different 
oriented. There's just a s1igi"1t difference. I can't really 
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as far as I can perceive, really tell you what. To me, they 
came into a foundation that was already set for them. 
And that's how they were recruited, as EDP students. The 
way I felt is that we had to build a foundation, get 
something started because there was nothing for us. 

Vou were aware of the existence of EDP at San Jose 
State? 

1r/e11, San Jose State didn't even have one at the ti me. 
That was very, very nev,. 

\'/hat ,vere your feelings Bbout the EDP program? 

I don't feel it had any sound or concrete direction. I 
thought thBt it was reallq moving very fast. But i don·t 
fee 1 1t was guided towara an1-1 soun,j direction. I think the 
leadership kind of suffered. uh, I forgot to mention 
Humberto Garza. He was one of the ori gi nal peop1 e from 
City, then went on to State. The names will come up as 
we go on. .Jess Reyna WEIS another one. 

Cooperative Learning Program, can you explain about it 
more? 

That was at City(SJCC). That was something Marc Marcus 
had started. That's where he got his small group of 
students and just kind of piloted it by giving them all the 
same classes, grounding them, and bonding them to a 
learning center. It 1Nas kind of neat. It was really a 
smaller and condensed ver-sion of what would later be the 
big EOP at San Jose State. Tt1e grants were not, I mean 
thern wasn't the kind of stifles that you gi,,e. But there 
was work study. He supplied tutoring and a lot of 
guidance. 

Was the program aimed at minorities? 

Minorities- Black and Brown. Yes, we were togetr1er with 
tt1e Black students. You see, \¥hen we got to San Jose 
State, there were two separate programs. That was 
always like,a kind of t_ug of war. Fighting for the same 
hueso (bone,i. But at City, we worked together in one 
program. And, there was just a lot of bonding with the 
Black students that were there. A lot of mutual support 
for one another-. They supported a lot of our issues and 
vice a versa. 

Were some of the issues si mi 1 ar? 

Oh yeah. In terms of police br-utal ity, in terms of 
unfai mess, disparity. '/es. See 1nhen you i:iot to the San 
.Jose State 1 evel, there was a bigger cut of the pie. 
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Everyone was fighting for the bigger piece of the bone. 
Separate entities. It was ok, they were B separate group 
altogether. The concept I really enjoyed at City was that 
we were kind of united and bonaed. They supported us at 
the rallies. They ',·vere really supportive. 

Did they have any rallies? 

Ves, because Watts was a1i ve and we11. Oh yeah! But 
\"then issues were anQred and directed at Anglos, tt1ey 
wet-en·t angry at us. vie were still okay with them. We 
·were still •,,vorking togett1er. 

Vit1at actually ste·mmed tt1e organizations to start? 

Just an awarness of nee,j_ V-le weren't l(eeping our people 
in. Just look at the issues. Getting the raza together had 
a lot of gratifications because 'Ne began to experience an,j 
feel other issues. And, 'Ne became community oriented 
and involved with tt1e community, as well as the 
community involved with us. So prett~ much of their 
issues were our's and our's were theit- s. V-le'd have our 
rallies and Steli Skillicorn, I don't knovt if you've heard of 
him, Dr Skillicorn. He would come in support of us in tl1e 
quads, when we had our rallies. I don't kno·•N if you·ve 
heard of Harry Edwat-ds. He's a consultant now to the San 
Francisco 49ers and also a professor at Berkeley. A 
couple of times, he came out, this was before he was a 
big person. But he was big enough for us at the ti me. 

V✓ hat other friends do you have that were involved during
t11at time? · 

At that tirne, there was Sal Gascon, I don't know if you've 
evet- heard of him. And there was Sophie l'lendoza, I don't 
know if you·ve heard of her. There was Lucy Ramirez at 
that time. There was Tino Esparza, Alex Esparza. There 
was all kinds of people. Soto, Anthony Soto, from San 
Jose State, the professor, we11 he's retired now. 
Feliciano Rivera, novt we got to interview him for his 
position. He came from anou·1er county. We brought him 
in to City (S.JCC) before he started San Jose State. So, he 
had his roots there. A lot of people just moved on, they're 
no longer l1ere. But, they're still active. A Jot of them are 
educator-s now. 

Do you recail tt·1e Fiesta de las Rosas? ½'ere you there? 

I sure do! I sure was! V✓ e were involved in months and 
montt·1s of planning, that the idea was to demonstrate our 
point as peaceful as possible. 

What was your point? 
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Vou have a Mexican theme-Fiesta de las Rosas, the 
planners were not necessarily minorities. The grand 
marshal was as White as Lorne Green, and that's wtw it 
was at that time. I kind of felt sorr1..1 for him, but from 
that point on I hated him for not boycottinQ it. It wa? 
just the whole idea that all these monies that are being 
pumped into something tt1at for us was a brownvvash. 
Anyways, we were involved in months and months of 
strategies. I guess the biggest mindblower that I t·1ad was 
that-we di dn'f rea 1 ize it at the ti me- but we had 
undercover cops that were qroovi ng in like everybody 
else, enjoying the i:iet togefhers, the interaction, the 
menudo that we would have. Vet, all the time they were 
really spying. What got my goat U1e rnost, is that they 
knew all along we really slrntegized to make it. as 
peaceful as possible, but yet they had the riot squad on us. 
I don·t feel H1ere ,,vas any nee,j for all the violence that 
took place that ,jay, because the violence came from tr·1e 
city, from the po1 ice. A po1 iceman th rev·/ me. I'll never 
forget that, it was reall1..1 friQhtening. But then aQain, I 
was already ani:1r-y because we already t1ad had, af Citl! 
(SJCC) what tl1e1..1 terrne1j as a riot, what really wasn'f. 
Tt·,e riot was really the police aQain. The~·re t11e ones 1Nho 
carne in storming v·1ith their clubs out. v1e were not 
armed. 

The Fiesta de las Rosas, I remember people getting 
clubbed and hit. Some wereJ·ust taking pictures and their 
cameras were destroyed an stomped on. Fred Ramirez 
was another one that was hurt. He was clubbed over the 
head. He was hospitalized. He was chained to his bed. 
Adam Escoto, he's worl(ing for the district. He's our 
parent liason, U1e coordinator. He was pulled into the van 
for being a nuisance. He went in one piece and came out 
bloody, where they beat him. They (police) stopped along 
the way. They beat him. Y-lhen tt1ey took him out, he was 
not the same guy they had put in. Vou know, you don't 
f orQet those thi nQs. 

'Anyways, I guess it sparked more anger, because the 
news reall1..1 painted us as really violent rioters. V·lhat 
did they ca11 us? V✓ hat was thaf stupid word? · 
t1 IL iTAflTS. Which, we weren't. I think t11at rea11 y 
angered us because 1..1ou had people that wer-e in there, 
from the be~innin~, listening to the planning. \tie had no 
weapons. 'we didn t yell out slurs, \/erbal slurs or 
anything. We were just quietly goinQ to come on in at a 
certain point, which we did. -

Toni Castillo. I was tt1ere when a motorcyclist came 
by and clubbed her. Somehow, I guess, he hit her with his 
bike. AnywBys, he clubbed her and knocked her out. It 
was kind of bad news. Mcintee (.James) was there too. I 
don't remember if PoQgi Uames) was tr·,ere or not. Tt,ere 
was quite a iew people. The names come in an,j out. 
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Linda, what's her lest narne?(Perelta) Sophie (Mendoza) 
wasn't there. She didn't sho'N up that day, I remember. I 
don't remember if Sal (Gascon) was there or not. That 
was a reel fiasco, as we later termed it-Fiasco de las 
Rosas. 

Do you remember the date of the Fiesta de las Rosas? 

I rni ght have the date at home. I don't remember exact 1 y, 
I use to. t·lAPA (Mexican American Political Association) 
was pretty involved in that too. La Confederecion de la 
Raza Unida, that's the one I was thinking of. Tlrnt's the 
one I was pretty active in. It ~vas a neat thing. Its sad 
u-,at it died. Everyone's doing their own little thing, . 
clicker, whatever. 

Getting back to Fiesta de las Rosas, you mentioned a SJCC 
riot t·,appened before. Having ~one through that, did IJOU 
anticipate that it would get tnat bad at u·,e Fiesta? 

No, for me it was a real surprise. I don't know if I was 
beini:i naive. But I knew 'Ne had planters all over the 
place. Vou would see these i:iuys with their "hippy" look, 
long hai1-, their i:ireen army facl<ets. The1..1 would oe 
singing and charting along 'l'tith you. Amf then, to see 
them later pull out walkie-talkies. It was just a real 
mind blower to me, that it wasn't suppose to be this waµ. 
It was kind of scary, I remember tt1at day, even before tfie 
police came out, I remember gettinq kno(s in my stomach. 
"I'm never gonna do this." I wasn't Brought up to be 
disruptive, and I'm already gonna violate the values 
anywa1..1s. But at least it will be a peaceful disruptiveness, 
what.ever that means. So, you have to sell it to yourself. 
An,j certainly I bought it. But wf1en tt1e police and their 
riot gear carne out-that was scary! The idea that kept 
impacted on my mind was keep ·walking, keep walking. 
When they gave that shove, did I really want to keep 
waH(inQ? Tl1at hurt! That hurt, those guys know how to 
shove. 'then I saw some of. them coming around, swinging 
their clubs end I saw some of our people hitting back. It 
was funny because the people I saw hitting cops, they 
were not arrested and they were not charged with 
anything. And I couldn't figure that one out. It was the 
ones that didn't resist, tha1 didn't hit that got beaten and 
thrown in Urn slammer. I remember ri8ht in front of one 
of the shoe stores, a Chicano beating tne shit out of a cop. 
To me it was so ugly to see that because basi ca11 y even 
tt1ough I confront situations, I've never been a ph1..1sicelly 
violent person. Nor was I ever raised that way. 1ven 
U-iough 1·11 stand mu groun~, l'rn a firm believer in what I 
need to do. Some ot my friends, they got clubbed and 
beaten and drai:iged into the patty vvagons. I couldn't 
understand tlla1. Fred Ramirez was one. Adam Escoto was 
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another. 

Vou refer to it now as the Fiasco de las Rosas. Do you 
think any accomplist1ments were made that day? 

Veah, oh weah. I tt"ii nk tt1ey began to evolve. See the who1 e 
thing was centered among minorities, but tr1e planners 
were majority people, you frno\¥ gabact1os. That was a lot 
of what the wl1ole issue had to do with. Here's another 
reason to e>iploit Raza, have a party at our expense. 
Subsequent years U-1ere have been i nvo1ved a balance of 
p1anners. So it did. It did prove something. And then al so 
it wes an insult to have a grand marshal not be a minority. 
And that's that, big deal. But it was rnainly tJ1e planning. 
That they are saying what is going to happen. ·1;1e·re 
gonna have mariachis, we·re qonne have this, and this kind 
of floats, these kind of boot.tis, and triis kind of activity 
goinq on later." \'lere our people consulted, or were our 
peop1e p 1anni ng? To us it was a ·,vhitewash stereotype. 
Ves, it did prove. 

How exactly did the violence start? 

Well, there was a parade. As soon as, I forget what detail 
oi the parade, went in, we came in as observers and 
marct1ed right in ·t-rith them. And as we marched right in 
with them, the riot squad came, riding and pushinq and 
sho11i ng. Scary! v1hen you see a huge person chargl ng at 
you, a person with a gun. Not that the gun was drawn, but 
with their batons, nightsticks. OH NO! l thought, I can 
rea11 y chicken out now and melt on the ground or keep 
doing what I'm ,joing. It was frightening. V1ell, for me it 
V•las. 

v1ere !J.OU involved in the Chicano student movement at 
City bJCC) and at State (SJS)? 

Ves. More at City. A lot more at City. At San Jose State, 
I use to filter in and out. I was more involved with La 
Confederaci on then I was with l'lECHA. 

What was your role at La Confederacion de la Raza Unida? 

Participant, basi ca11 y a participant. 

How often did they use to meet? 

God, I don't rec a 11 if it was weekly or whatever. 
Sometimes we would have conferences, which I U-1ougt"it 
were kind of neat. Retreats. I remember one at St 
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Joseph's, where we would get ourselves together and read 
our needs? I would like to see that activated. 

Did you have a rn 1 i gi ous upbringing? Did you come from a 
Catholic Backqround? 

I came from a hypocritical background, where your 
parents brought you up reliqiously, but the!-1 didn't 
participate in it. They would sena ~ou to cnurch. You 
know, this is the Holq Cross (churcn), right here. I had 
real mi;~ed feelings about that because, T learned what 
discrimination was at a very early age. This Catholic 
church, had a Jot to do with teaching me about 
discrimination. For- Example: It ·,;,ras a predominantly 
Italian Church. Mexicans lived in the communit1J. I was a 
verw sharp, bright kid, the1-1 didn·t have wour GATE classes 
at foat time. V-/e would go t11rough our lesson plans, 
Iitt1 e 1 esson books, and I would al wa1Js be the one to 
fin'isl1 first. I would just sit there, because !-10U had to go 
to catechism anyways, and I 'Nould never gefmy lessons 
read because I would go through them in one da!-1. 

One da!-1, the sister came up to me and said ''l've 
noticed you haven't ha,j your lessons read for some time 
no'N. It's been a few weel(s. Aren't 1~ou studqing ~our 
I essons?" And I to Id her I had fi ni stied. She said ·we11 
how can U1at be? " Sl1e mentioned some I ta Iian girls t11at 
were my friends, because we all grew up together. We 
wer-e a very stable community at that time. "Diane hasn't 
finished her's. Elaine hasn't tinished hers. Ii they haven't 
finished, surely you couldn't have finished yours." And I 
said "but I did". l use to carry my book back and forth. 
She said " Let me see your book" so, I showed her my book. 
And she said "Where d1d you get the star?·· You knov1, how 
they use to star your lessons. "Did you tal(e one of our 
stars?" She was really making insinuations. I felt so 
l1urt, tliat st1e had ques1ioned my l1onestq, my integrity. 
She asked "who did these for you?" Ana I told her, that 
all the parents would volunteer. So she took me over to 
the parent. I was a 2nd or- 3rd qnider at that time. She 
asked that parent, it was an Italian parent, I remernber. 
"Did you hear Frances· lessons?" And the parent said "Oh 
yes, she finished her- book a Jong time ago·. "Oh, so you
did." 

I felt she really needed to apologize to me. Tt·,e gut 
level feeling I had- and this is as a Tittle girl- is that 
because I'm not Italian, she picked on me. She didn't 
believe me, she didn't feel I was cepable. They el'.•;eys 
induced U1ose feelings with their little practices. Made 
you fee I 1 i ke you were worth I ess, ii you wer-e not White, 
Anglo. At tha1 time I didn't know the difference between 
White end It.alien. At thet time they weren't different. 
But, if you weren't Italian, tiou weren't 'Nort11y. You were 
not a \'torthwhi1e person. It's funny how those things get 
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ingrained in you from a very early age. 
It also had a real negative impact because basically I 

was a real good kid. It would even get to the point where, 
we had to go to confession every Saturday, and I would 
have to make up what I would say. Little white lies that I 
would say were okay, just to give the priest a confession. 
I had nothing rea11 y 1o te11 him. They were forcing us to 
go. So, in a sense, they were forcing us to produce lies to 
please the priest. I would come up with things like, I lied 
to mw morn. "What was the lie?" Oh God! then I had to 
thin!< of something else, and I couldn't think fast enough. 
"I stole from her". "What did you steal from her'?" "I stole 
a pennu." Anywa~s, my thinking ·wasn't broad in terms of 
dishonestw. T!1e iollowing week, I would have to think of 
new lies fo give a confession. When basically you were a 
good kid, and were taught to be a good kid, you were 
fought if you wernn·t the devil had ways of paying you 
back. Vet, they put pressure on you to have sins amfif you 
had U1em it was a double whammy. It was always an ugly 
feeling coming out of there. At Saturday confession, was 
another time rhad to tell that I had bad feelings about my 
mother. I !1ad bad thoughts of her I told him. She was a 
terrible, horrible mother. Vou weren't suppose to have 
these feelings, and I didn't have these feelings, I was 
lying to him. So the church really had a negative impact. 

I started sending my kids because I wanted them to 
grow with some vafues, but as I started attending some of 
the services !iere with a particular priest, I didn't like 
him. I didn't like what he was teaching my kids. I pulled 
them out. Now and then we go to tt·1e Guadalupe c!rnrch. 
I'm not impressed with some of their sermons. They are 
so rigid. It's a real violation of my belief to go towards 
anoUier belief, another church. So, I'm reallw caught 
between the values I ·was brougt1t up with an'd what the 
hell they are teaching my kids now. So, we go once in a 
while, to keep up. Up unfil last year, we were going 
pretty steadly, every week. I thought this is meaningless 
because I never know when the priest is going to qive a 
real neat service. I mean these priests are off the wall 
half the time. They're sayinq that "you, parents, are cruel. 
Vou·re not doing this for your family." 'tour families are 
trying their darnest to raise their kids. Getting back to 
the priest, the church and the sermons, the parents rather 
then getting support were being offensed b!-l the church. 
Depending on the priest, depencfing on his day. 

[Til¼I t SlDt~]
Vou mentioned that you had some Italian friends, whaf 
happened to them? 

We see each other at functions every no·11 and then. The 
thing with that community, in being raised in U1at 
particular communittJ at tnat date and time, was that 
pretty much, you entered kinder with the same kids and 
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you left 6th gra,je wiU1 Urn same group of kids. Give or 
take a few tliat fluctuate in and out througt1 out the years. 
But, basically, you have the same core of kids that stream 
in with you in the beginning and follow you. When you Qet 
to !"liddle School, this is in those days, half of I.is wou1a be 
separated, because we would be between two middle 
schoo1s, or jr. high schoo1s. Then_. we 1Noul d be rejoined in 
hi Qh schoo1. 

Which junior t1igh schools weI-e those? 

Burnett and Rooseve1t. But then we saw each other at the 
high school level. A lot of these kids that I Qrew up "Nith. 
U1ef~parents am still there. They are old. Once in a 
while, I go back to that church, to attend a service. It's 
real heartwarming to see the parents that I kne'N when I 
was a little kid, to be old people now. A lot of the 
parents are there. The kids have just moved on to other 
communities_. better communities, or newer communities. 
But U1e old Italians, their roots are still there. '#hen I 
was small in that community, there was a lot of older 
people. It is the homes of these older people where we 
r,ave a lot of farnilies moving in and out now, because 
these people have since died. The investors are taking 
over their homes, so we have a higi1 trnnsency ti,ere. Ki,js 
movinQ in and out all the time. Tliat"s now. 

At your high schoo1, was there a mixed enro11 ment? 

At San Jose High, 011 yes. Tf1ern were a 1 ot of Chinese, 
Japanese students because .Japantown right there. You 
don't l1ave U1em a lot now because it's the same thing like 
the I ta 1 i ans. Where the schoo1 was, it was sandwiched in 
between Japanese and Chinese communities, Filipino, 
Black, and Ila1 i an. And then, other Whites and Mexicans 
w~re infiltrated around. So a lot of the kids we gre'1y up 
with were Chrnese, Japanese. It was really very enriched, 
I felt real enriched when I was growing up. Not U-iat U1ey 
taught us anything at the schoo1, but just the exposure to 
the different kids. It was neat. And these are kids that 
we still see. Tt1ey·re professionals and 1'11 see them some 
place and we have our Qreetings. Not that we·re friends, 
your friends as you gro'w up, then you severe that. Most of 
t:fle Asian kids went to Peter Burnett, because that is 
where the cutoff was on 9th or 10th streets. At San Jose 
High, we were reunited. It was a well mix. A lot of Raza 
too. I don't remember- what the percentages were, but it 
1,-vasn·t predominantly 'w'hite or Mexicsn. 1t was very, veri1 
mi>:ed. It was beautitul in those days. The sct100l was ' 
refered to as San Jose Slum by other hi gt1 schoo1s. 

Because of the mixed enrollment? 
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Because it was located close to the east side. I remember 
going to a few functions, I didn't go out a lot in high 
school, outside of the school functions. But the few 
times that I did, I remember the.guys from Lincoln or 
Willow Glen, "What school do you go to?" "What year are 
you in?" trying to pick up on you or date you. "What 
school? Oh, San Jose s1um!" r caught on t:o it so I started 
saying I go to San Jose, so they thought they were 
assocrntrng with someone from San Jose City College. So, 
I was pulling one over on them tambien (also). 

When you started getting involved in the movement, did it 
have an impact on your friendships? 

By that time, we had become acquaintances. There were 
no rea1 c1ose c1ose ti es. The kids that I grew up wi U1, of 
course, the!.J all moved on to other tilings. I guess I 
detached al1 my relationships by the time I graduated 
from high school. I developed friendships and ties when I 
entered college level, U-1at were a lot differnnt, that I 
found I really enjoyed. The other kids were just like kids 
you just grew up with, that you know. There just a part 
of your roots. We bonded in a way, but not in a way that 
here we exchanqed political differences or views. lt

\. .• wasn't that kina of thing. It was more just school stuff. 
It wasn't even home association. It was cl1Urch and 
school. 

'lou mentioned, your husband attended San Jose City 
College for a short time ... Did you meet him there? Was 
he involved in the student movement? 

No, I met him when he was going to San Jose State. And 
no, lie wasn't really involved in anytMng. It wasn't his 
cup of tea or interest. He doesn't get involved in anything 
wt·,ether its political or otherwise. I still do to an extent, 
and sometimes he may join me, if its not too radical for 
tiim. And I won't rock that boat with him. I respect his 
views. He doesn't really get excited about a lot of my 
invovlements. But, I'm very selective, so that when I 
choose to get involved in something, I have to strongly, 
strongly believe in it and he won't object to it, he won't 
interrere. 

You mentioned to me about a so called "riot" at San Jose 
City College. Can you expand on that? 

We were trying to establish, I believe it was, i::ietting
teachers, minority teachers representative of1he 
students that were there at that time. And, probably a 
Mexican American Studies Department. I'm not sure, I'd 
have to go back and think about that question. But, at that 
time, we were looking out for ow· own identity. Looking 
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for teachers, because 'i'te were tired of others teacl1ing us 
about our culturn, teach us about or history, our 
ancestery. We wanted to hear it from our own Raza. 

So was there some classes (MAS)? 

Tl1ey were being developed. This whole political issue 
that we wern involved in were developing these classes, 
getting a department (MAS) there, and getting personne 1 
fllere, 1hat we felt vvere suite,j to that department. We 
went U1rough months and months of negotiation. In fact 
wour professor (Jose Carrasco) was in uwo 111ed in that 
too. A lot of cornmunity people were in11oi11ed. Professors 
from San Jose State 'Nere itwolve,j_ Not a lot from ::;an 
Jo,,e City because there wasn't any, we miQht of had one. 
¥le 'Nere able to qet some counselors in the first year. 
The second year, l t took a 1 i tt1 e more action to open their 
eyes. \lihat we ,jid was ,jemonst1-ate by doing some sit 
ins, havinQ ra11ies, we held several ranies, unfair 
practices things. 

One ,jay in particular, Vie were havinQ our rallu and 
U1ey l1ad plainclothes policemen all over'the parking lot. 
When u·,e students were marchinQ to the administration 
bLiil ding to ta ik to the presi ,jent {Dr. Otto Roemmi ct·,) the 
riot squad came in. They v;ere there imd they came 
charginQ. It was really rnteresting. A lot of the 
demonsfrat ions were Just sitting on the 1 awn and not 
budging. There was no way we were gonna strike someone 
witf1 a gun and a club. Besides, that wasn't our belief. 
There was a broken window. I, myself, was l1urt in terms 
that I received a very large bruise on my leg. I went to 
the doctor to have it examined to make sure there were no 
clots or anything involved. Another person took its 
picture, a picture of this t,ruise. Mike Conda, he's a 
trustee from the San Jose Board of Education now. He 
was a student at that time, I believe or a student adviser 
at State (SJS). So, he took my picture. 

What foilowed as a result, was a complaint to U-,e city 
of San Jose, regarding the police department brutal 
tactics. We demonstrated with a march, I forget from 
what point to the Council, durinQ one of their sessions, 
and filed a complaint. The newspapers really played us 
up. MILITANT CHICANOS, that type of thing, wl"iich was 
really strong and radical in those days, in terms of your 
parents. "½'hat are you doi ngr "\I/hat an ernbarassment!" 
That type of thing. For me, there wasd·ust a lot of 
familial pressures, of gettin9 involve ve1-sus my 
personal convictions that we re setting up a foundation 
for later. I'm not goinQ to benefit out of this, and I didn't. 
I wasn't going to benefit out of any of that. It was 
sornethi ng to do, I didn't ha,,e attachments. I wasn't 
married and I had no kids. But I came from a large family 
t11at you just didn't do U1at kind of u·,ing. Vou would be 
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obedient. And I was, until I developed my own mind. In 
this tMng at t11e city council, I remember addressing the 
council people, letting them know that, 1-1es~ there was a 
window that was brnl(en over at City (SJCC1 . My thing 
was that, no window '-Nas worth the life of an1-1 studenl or 
harming or injurinp any student. A window co'i.!ld easily 
be replaced, out a fiuman being could not. So, anyways, 
those were kind of neat days. 

It-las the window broken on purpose by a student or was it 
a result of tl1e confrontation with the police? 

It Yias a student but I don't remember what lead to tt1e 
breal(ing of t11is window. I know who the stu,jent was, but 
I don't remember the circumstances. That was a biq 
issue, that tt1e1J came out 'Nith. It was during the ' 
confrontation. But, I don't know if the student was 
banged against it or if he just broke it. I ttlink that wr:is 
the only damage that was ever done out of everything. 

'i'ou mentioned tf1at you worked for ESO (Equal Services 
Organization). Can you tell me more about that? 

I was going to City (SJCC). I wa:, 'i•torking there after 
school. The1-1 called a strike around the third week that I 
was working there. I didn't know any of these people an,j I 
didn't know 111e is:,ues at that time. 

1t/hat were the issues? 

I guess it was unfair- practices, maybe they weren't 
pleased with the program. I don't recall exactly. But, I 
di,jn't want to cross U-1e line, so I didn't cross their line 
and I was fired the f o 11 ovti ng week. I was part of the 
uni on too and I was unsupport i ve. I wasn't par-t of the 
picketing. I wasn't part of the yelling, I wasn't part of 
anything, I just didn't cross the line. So, they fired me. 

'i'ou also mentioned that you were involved with UPA 
(United People Arriba). Who are some of the people 
affiliated with U-1at qroup? 
Some of the people tfiere were Fred Hirsch, Sophie 
Mendoza, Leo, Rud1-1 Cornnado, Sid Sandoval, Linda (Peral ta) 
I think her last nat"ile was Gonzalez, I'm not sure. Rudy 
Madrid was involved a lot, a 1·1eck of a lot in everything. 
He just did a lot, provided a lot of musical entertainment, 
when we would do our thinQ. Lucy Ramirez and others ttiat 
I can see but I don't remember their names right now. 

1/✓ hat were some of the goals and objectives of that 
group? 

j/ 
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The goals and objectives were pretty much I guess the 
civil rights of Raza. That's what it really boiled dov·tn to. 
It was affirmative action, that llfpe of Uiing. It was 
amicable police tactics towards "Raza, because there was 
a Jot of brutality, unnecessary brutality, that really 
zeroed in a lot on our Chicanos at that time. Housing was 
another issue. Discrimination was a biggie, just fair 
practices for our people. 

During what time were you involved there? 

I think it was 1966-69. I think I t·1a11e the date on my 
card. I saw it over the weekend. Tr1e kids took it out, 
tl1ey wanted to see what it was. They went through a11 
my cards. Some of them I said, "just throv, those away, 
but don·t throw that one, I'm not ready to part '-NiU1 that 
one yet." There's certain things that are just "junk" that 
lf0U Just keep, and that ·-t-tas one of them. It must of been 
oS-69, I don't really remember. 

Vou mentioned that in high school Lino Lopez from f"1AVO 
(f"le:<ican American '1'outh Organization) came and spoke to 
you. '•,vhat type of an organization is that? 

I don't even remember. I remember f1im coming to the high 
school. He singled out every Mexican kid in tl1e school to 
ask them what their goals and their plans were. I don·t 
remember if I was a Junior or senior. I remember telling 
him that I would be a nurse, I thought that was really 
exciting. He was kind of mellow, lov-r key person, bu( very 
radical for those days. He was e:~tremely mellow, but in 
comparison to the action that was ·not" fiappening, he 
was, I think, one of the first initiators of the student 
movements for Chicanos-too strong for him- Mexican 
American kids, whatever- they were. I didn't appreciate 
him at the time because it was all something tt1at was all 
thrown together. The thing that I kind of didh't believe in, 
being singled out of the classroom, really made me mad. I 
remember I wasn't sure why myself and a couple of other 
kids were pulled out of our social studies class. Some of 
the other kids were making remarks. "How come just the 
Mexican kids are being pulfed out?" I found that real 
offensive at the time. t couldn't understand then why it 
offended me so much. I think, giving it later thought, Urnt 
just being called a Mexican. And, I was a Mexican, and I 
always felt in rn!-l blood, in my roots, and in rny heart, very 
proucf to be. But,' it was al ways used so derogatorily, that 
I couldn't hand! e them sa1Ji ng that they pull ea out the 
Me:,i can kids, a 1 though I was just as American as they 
were, witt•1 Mexican. I wish I would f1ave been preppe,j for 
what was cominJ:1 up and what they were doing through a 
rally to rev us. i:lut, he pulled rne out cold and I had never 
hear-d of him before and it was something so radical, so 
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new et the time. Now, kids would be pleased to be pulled 
out for that kind of thing. But it was new, it was very 
novel then. 

Do you reca11 an!-J of the l oce1 newsletters or newspapers 
thal were put,li sl1ed during t11at ti me? 

In terms of the city nevrspaper, there was a 1ot of very 
bias stuff that was put out. The community newsletters· 
articles that came out, La Pal abni was one that I 
remember vaguely. 

Were you involved in Uiat? 

No, and I don't even know if I have any copies. Ther~e were 
some other newspapers that used to print article:, in 
support of our endeavors. 

Are you familiar wit.Ii t"'lAPA? 

Mexican American Political Association, not any more, but 
!-jeah t11en. That was Leo's (Rivera) baby. He was reall1d 
fnvolved in ti1at. There's some other- faces tliat flash 
thrnugh my mind, I just don't reca11 tt:e names. 

What about t11e t1e)ii can Ameri cen Cornmuni ty Services 
Associetion? 

MACSA, yes I use to work for MACSA. 

How were they founded? 

I think it ~vas Li no Lopez. I believe he wes the f □ under 
and director. I tt1ink our of MACSA sternmed MAVO. I 
'N □ rked as a counselor at Roosevelt, while Q._□ ing to school, 
and then et San Jose High. Thet's where CA::iA LEGAL 
evolved out of. 

v✓ hat is CASA LEGAL? 

CASA LEGAL is on 20th and Sente Clara. But it evolved 
out of that egency, worked out oi that ai:iency. lf/het it did 
basically was help law students, that ifsupported, that 
were r1elping people with their le__gel issues in terms of 
directness and guidance. CASA L1:GAL spun out of that, 
moved on an,j became its own entity. 

At the time you were ective, wes there anu paranoia about 
government survei lance? • 

Dr Ralph Pob!ano was enother guy from San Jose State, he 
was the neatest man. Ves, Feliciano Rivera and Carranza 
·-.,.,iere al weys coming out with "the CI A is watching you" 
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and "they have a thick one on you" "the11·re planted 
everywhere". I wasn't paranoid about it because, quite 
frankly·, I didn't feel I was doing anything to chide or 
overturn our government, but what l thought was within 
our civil ri ghls. So, I don't think I was as paranoid as 
they were at that time. But yes, tt1ere was a lot of talk. 

Did you know of any individuals that were being watched? 

Not for a fact. 

'lou mentioned a march against police brutality to San. 
Jose City Council. Did that he1p the issues any? 

\\•l1et evolved out of ell this, is U-1al it alerted the city 
that, no more would we tolerate the actions oi their 
police. It also didn't sensitize. I U-iink it made a lot of 
police angry, but it made them tt1inf< twice beuiuse if they 
were going 1o strike or hit or hurt, it was not going to be 
surpressed or kept quiet amirnore. It was going to be held 
and dealt with in the open. ihere was so much of it, so 
much of it, going on prior to U1ese movements, and it 
beqan to d'.-vrndle dovm. You hear it now. It's noU1inq lilrn 
hov,1 it was U-1en. And t11ere is still a lot of racism. 'Not to 
say there's not a lot of good conscientious cops, but there 
ere some that still have their attitudes, their slurs that 
they come up with. It did a lot of good. The march was a 
result of the tactics used at City College. That there was 
no need for them to incite those types of riots, to come in 
head-banging, which is what U1ey did. Our students were 
pretty much peaceful and they compiled. When the 
officers came out, they compiled. There were no arrests 
or anythinq. There was no need to be hit or beat eitt1er, 
as fat- as we thought. 

At U1at time, were t11ere any minority cops? 

Yes, there was some. They didn't stand out. Tt1ere V-.'as 
not a lot of them. They dii:ln't trnve a set quota. They 
didn't have the affirmative action twpe t11inr,i, where you 
had to hire so many. All of these t111ngs evolved after, 
after everything we did, tt1at we worked hard to • 
accomplisfl. 

V>/ere some of the minority cops used as undercover cops, 
for example at Fiesta de las Rosas? 

Oh yeat·1. There was one. He was there (Fiesta). I wanted 
to kill him I remember. I know him, we went to school 
together. How U1e attitudes can change. It's reall!-1 funny, 
that his brother is involved in the movement. He was just 
weird. When you put on that uniform end that ba,jge, you 
turn... just such differ-ent mentality. 
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Vour present1lJ working at Grant schoo1, you mentioned you 
went to school here. Do you see any changes? 

I see a 1 ot of changes at that schoo1. I think when I ·•Nas 
going, things were a lot different. There was a lot of 
community support. Things were a lot different in terms 
of education. There is a lot better access and U1ings 
going on today. It is not being received. \!✓ here there·s 
oetter- oppurtunity toda1J, it's not being render-ed as well 
es it was then. And then, U1ere wasn·t programs of 
support. There wasn't the extr::is, the classroom ::ii des. 
None of this w~s in existence. But yet, they were _turning 
out readers. Kids u·,at could read, ::ind had the basic 
foundations of math. Now, 1~ou qot a lot of kids, and the 
new term for U1at is dyslexia, tl,ey can't read. They 1:we 
turning into adults, high school students, middle scnool. 
These are kids t11at can't read with all U1ese programs 
going on. I would say that teacher effic::icq has a lot to do 
with it. Some teachers are really putting fn time. There 
are some Urnt are really powerful, powerful educators. 

Were you ever involved in the Farm \t✓ orker's movement? 

To an extent, in terms of c 1 osi ng down Saf e'Nays, 
picketing on Saturdays, distribu1ing leaflets. rwas a 
faithful picketer. 

Did you attend an1J meetings of the Mi grant Ministry? 

A few. I was very involved in meeting on the weekends to 
picket and c 1 osi ng stores down. A 1 so, Qi vi ng out 1 eafl els. 
There was so man!-1 things going, that v'tas not my number 
one on the list. lfwas among tne tops of my heart, but 
physically getting involved in everything... t11at was one of 
U1e things I highly supported but only wfien they neede,j 
the manpower. · 

Have you heard of Model Cities, Inc. ? 

Ves, we use to have a daycare program partly funded by 
Model Cities in 1971. 

What kind of goals \'tere they looking for? 

They had targeted a certain area in San Jose, an older 
incorporated area that encompasse,j several 
neighborf1oods. The Mayfair community, Olinder 
community, Gardener community, I guess it was basically 
those three. Basically it was for improvement in services 
into those communities. Services, in terms of health 
nee,js, child-caring needs. The!,J had task forces for just 
about everything, employment, 11ousi,1g, housing 
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improvement, to rebuild the communities. Theq also 
provided fl lot of seed money for nMny of these-arefls. The 
aging, WflS another flrefl they got into, social service 
programs. 

Who were some of the key people involved in tl1flt? 

I remember Bob Martinez, was the director. ~lose Lopez 
mfly hflve somehting to do with it. I remember some of 
the the people that sat on the board. Cfltfllina Fernandez, 
fin old-timer, not an old-timer in terms of flge. OH! . 
Tropi cflna was another part of t11e Model Cit1es. Basi ca11 y 
like about four older established communities. 
Tropicana, is not tl1flt old, but it went down Mll fast 
because of how it was set up. The people it attracted 
couldn"t afford it. It wasn't tt1e homeowners, I guess, it 
was the renters afterwards. Ther-e were renters 
every·-Nhere. Tt1ern were key people... I don't remember, m1~ 
mina is at a blank right now. But, that's where 4 C's came 
out of ;'j1so. 

What is 4 C's? 

4 C's is Communitw Child Care Council Inc. of Santa Clara 
County. -

Is it still in progress? 

Yes. St Mark day care, the Gardener community day care, 
came out of that Los Pequenitos, 'Nhich is now defunct, 
came out of that. It .found about four basic child care 
a,:ienci es, I think, and then some t1ea 1th care 1 i ke the 
Ganjener Health Clinic, also evolved out of that.. which 
has moved out of the Gar-dener area and is now downtown. 
You had to live in Model Cities to have one of the jobs 
offered and iinanced, at the ti me. 

½'hat was the role of the Chicana in the 60's movement? 
Were there any female leaders? 

I think U-1ere were some, but it depended on who they were 
working with and t1ow objective that person was, wflether 
there would be a successful venture or not. Or if it would 
be one with harmony or not. The women were strnng, 
strong in the sense, I'm not talking about personality, but 
movers and doers. Some of the males were more 
threatened bl.I it. There were some males that were verq 
objective ana reall1~ enjoyed the participation, provided­
equal respect for t.fieir- knowle,jge and skills. I didn't see 
that real often though. I think the women were very much 
of a threat, in terms of the rules. At that time, we would 
be at rneetings and t11ey would ask U1e girls to take notes. 

I was involved in a Tot of planning, carrying out in a lot 
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of meetings with administration. I \'\-'.as contacted a lot by 
mail and bW telept·1one by the administrators. ·we·re going 
to have a s'eries of -interviews" or "\!/e're going to have a 
panel on this" or "We need a committee for whatever". 
They were al ways incl u,ji ng me, as one of the key people. 
This was at Citu(SJCC). Wflich I really enjoyed, oecause 
it was just kind of neat to be recognized for your skills, 
or was it fear... what was it at that time? I don't !(now. I 
was out front, not milittmt in the sense whern there was 
violence, but militant in the sense where hew, if I said 
something, or ran after some action, you bet.1er believe 
tt1ere·s going to be some follow through. And I'm not 
talking about anwthi ng pt,wsi cal or vi o 1 ent. If I say l"m 
gonna complain, l'm gonna do it, or if I saI~ I'm goinp to 
attend, or pursue it, l will pursue it. That's one of 1he 
things, that I always followed throurit1. 

One of the things also that I had difficulty with, is 
the way that some of my male colleagues perceived my
activity. I was a real threat to u·1em, to a lot of U1em. To 
some, not. I didn't qo arounij tiitting the sack 1NiU1 tt1em, 
because I was in there for political reasons, and that is 
really wt·,ere I drew the line. I kno·N a lot of my friends 
didn'f care, they did their own thin,:i. Tt1ere 'Nas not a lot 
of people that I admired personally: in terrns of U1ere v,as 
an attraction. There reall1d wasn't for me at that time. 
The couple that I ,jid, U1at's all it was, basically 
admiration of them. 

Also with the role of the mujer (woman) U1ere was 
a1so the thing that girls had a comp1e:, with some of the 
guys because they were married to v-/hite women. Girls 
f e rt th!lt the guys went after 'white women because the 
Mexic!lns were oeneath U1em, or they were emb!lrassed, or 
th!lt was the only W!l!:J to succeed. Th!lt was !l thougt·1t_. at 
the time. I'm nof saIJrng that's still not prevailing, in 
terms of tod!ly. I know some of my colleagues still feel 
tt1at wau. Me, I think it just depends on the individual. I 
happen fo know some people that deny their culture, their 
heritage-Bl!lcks, Mexicans, tf1!lt went after V./tiite girls to 
compensate for their feelings. 

The other p!lrt, we're tafking about , we were too 
much competition for the male. The other part we didn't 
get enough respect in terms of status. If I didn't ,:iet it 
trom my colleagues, I did get it from the adrninisfrators. 
And I don't know if it was unfair. I foun,j it 
complimentary, that I was involved. I did a lot of growing 
in those 1.1ears. 

The other part was the f arnil y, your own upbringing. 
One of the tilings nov1 U1at I look back, U-1ern was just 
such a difference between some of the students tflat came 
here to study, how U-1ey got involved and us. They didn't 
take as much of !l risk as we did. Their parents were 
sorne place else and were not going to see. Tt1ey didn't. 
have to go riorne to I.hem every night. Where, we did. \·ve 
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were limited because we were tied to those values. The 
movement, it was for me a real difficult tr1ing ior- me 
because what my heart wanted to do 'Nas a real split 
decision. I really wanted to get involved and help create 
change. And at tfie same tirne, I was under a lot of 
pressure from my own family that didn't believe in any of 
this. 

I don't know ii that answers your question about the 
Ci"1icana. You have to look at it from different 
perspectives. One, in terms of your colleagues or peers, 
equals. Also, in terms of tile men's per-spective. ~vere you 
really a_n equal or WP.re you an easy object or cotv~enient 
person tor them? D1 d theu gear ~ou to\vards trad1 t 1 ona1 
roles? Tt·1e third, for 1.1ourselL How you perceived it, 
what it did i or you ana what qou did tor it. An,j your 
reasons for being_ in it. Fourt11, of course, U1e impact aa)d 
influence of the tamily. I could have overcome all oi 
tf1em, but tile initial bonding of, witr, that oi the family. 
Ttrnt's U-1e hardest one to hurt or to violate. Vlhen you 
know things are not well and they're holding '-lOU back and 
they don't want you to get involved, and you ao it anyways. 
It was very ,jiff1cu1t for rne. Very, very difficult. 




