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strong opposition. In General DeWitt's own San Francisco headquarters, the
assistant chief of the Civil Affairs Division concluded:

So far as concerns the mission [of the Western Defense Command] of protecting
against sabotage and the evacuation of German and Italian aliens, the accomplishment
of the mission should be started by a different approach. In the case of the Japanese,
their oriental habits of life, their and our inability to assimilate biologically, and, what
is more important, our inability to distinguish the subverters and saboteurs from the
rest of the mass made necessary their class evacuation on a horizontal basis. In the case
of the Germans and the Italians, such mass evacuation is neither necessary nor desirable.
He went on to urge instead a policy of individual exclusion for the Germans
and Italians, rather than mass evacuation. In Washington, as Colonel Bend-
etsen subsequently explained, “there was much opposition in the War De-
partment to the evacuation of Italian aliens and considerable opposition,
as well, to the collective evacuation of German aliens.”?

The Washington opposition to German and Italian evacuation developed
in part as a consequence of the Provost Marshal's February proposal to ex-
tend the military area scheme to the entire continental United States.” On
13 February the War Department had asked eight of the corps area com-
manders to submit recommendations for areas within which the Army
should control the residence or presence of civilians to a greater or lesser
degree.”” Each of them responded with recommendations, which, if adopted,
would have required a fairly sizable alien exclusion program throughout the
nation. For example, the Second Corps Area commander recommended a
prohibited zone ten miles wide along the seacoast from the Delaware-Mary-
land state line northward to the eastern tip of Long Island (and including all
of Suffolk County, N.Y.) from which all enemy alien residents were to be
evacuated. Within this area he thought that it would probably be necessary
to regulate the residence and movement of all other civilians by a permit
and pass system. He also recommended a prohibition against enemy aliens
approaching or being found within one hundred yards of any waterfront
installation in the New York-New Jersey metropolitan area.?® Collectively
the corps area recommendations seemed to reflect an early wartime attitude
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