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SPARC NEWS
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Willie Herron
August 11, 2000 | —— (949) 5818710
willyherron@hotmail.com

WORLD RENOWNED CHICAND MURAILST, WiLLIE BERR O, FiNDS His
WORK ONCE AGAIN TARGETED BY LOS ANGELES COUNTY GRAFFITT
ABATEMENT CREW.,

Willie Hefron's swe promesy Sevpen, 3 landmack Chicans mural, cdmpleted in 1973 in
the sarme alley that BoasiS 7he wasy Tway crertot oy (FESIOIRH B3MIET IS %@@J} 4
similar ineident), has fallen viclim to ah averzealous Los Angeles @Euﬂ Y Akl
Abatement Crew. The E;eee Ras been targeted and Rit mare than once By the anti-gr tB
forces, with the final Blow belng a slappy Rovics paintiag of 8live:Arah vines Wi
dripping stenciled teaves whieh gjve the Impression of §u§n%lmg {he it oF e 1o 9&
i
ut

. The seeend oF Ris Word reRowRea murals 18 &l VIEHRBoLuRty bl
ieb?fe?xam crews, the anish Ras Reen Unsuesesskul i asalu HA ,ﬂ}mm from fhe
EK With g atner apHoR

ARgel Bagaﬁmam OF Busic Works for restoration, and is
{9 B3aKd Up the WRrk 10 pratect [t rom further paint-avers.

A mural dedieated to the :artisi's brothers from La Geraghty Lomalana friends lost to
gang Warfare, The Mumadsanpert Was 6ne 6F Herron's first major public arworks and is
considered along With his Trhe Wall That Granked Gen 16 be among the mest powerful
and renewned of the Chicano muals, The firsk Chicane artist to overtly incorporate the
personal placas or graffii name inscriptions of the youth who hail over generations
organized into barrio gangs to defend their ever-diminishing urbar tervitory. In doing se,
he was able to legitimize his visual design and message into the aedthetic realm of the
barrio youth whom he wapted to reach. Herron's work was immefliately hailed as a
slibstantial contribution to the advancement of world art and art history; his unique
painting style revealed a fresh and eritical mixture of his owm Chicanesmusical and visual
development fused with Elements of past Mexican mural mastersisuch as Siqueiros.
Herron fow finds that he shares more in common with Siqueiros than style, Siqueires
1932 Los Angeles mukal amentea Tropteai Was whitewashed due to cBntroversial subjest

Fatter.

Anyene able to donate financial suppors for bringing this impertant murak back is asked
to contact Willie Herrom at (248) $81-%710.
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNA, LB ANGELES AR, | UEEA

july 28. 3668 UNIVERSITY

LOS
Supervisor Gloria Mehﬂa
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisais
Los Angeles, California -

Dear Supervisor Molifg:

1 am writing in suppoer efthe festefatsea of Williether rerntii’s mutal, “The
Plumed Serpent.” Due {6 the whitowash Bﬂhii [ histe%alx AHWOR b Tzét he 1.68

Angeles County Deparimaat of Bublic WBF  Graffiti Progra
Serpent" needs to be resiared. Claarly, ihi feaiarauaﬂ should be ﬁmded by the Eounty 6

Los Angeles.
kaow that yeu afe & great 51ippo Hef afﬁhleaﬁe and Latino an in Los Angeles.
1n faet, your office i sl ctive reastareation @t

"The Wall That Cra Gpeﬂ alsab Mf HBH‘OH Ieemmehd you for suppoﬂmg the

restoration of this acsthetic maslerplece _
In addition on K du i 3 as the heoad of communications of UCLA, I am

adjunct faeuiegl in UCLA Ceaar Chavez Center for Interdisciplinary Studies. Ore of the
eemes i tea is "Chieane Art and Culture in Los Angeles.” As an art historian | can
thai Mr. Herron's werk is world elass aﬁd if my professional opinion, the match

e aﬂy wer—k by any artist in any place on th e

Given fole that @eaﬂt Bﬁﬁm nis
"mM@Fﬁﬁ‘W S ﬂ%% %ﬁﬂ%ﬂm

1 uege you to do all you can to restore this Iwerk of art by shggherdi the
proper appropriauon through the proper County 9 ees. Thank you in 34V&AEE 18T yBUF
consideration of this mattsr:

Sincerely, .

Aop 1y | i

Max Benavidez : o
Assistant Vice Chancellor, Communications

(310)825-9045



