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Today, we introduce the Cal State

Chanmell Islands Curremt, a quarterly

newsletter that I hope will keep you ap-

prised of our progress toward opening a

new university here in Ventura County.

Yet our newsletter has another, equally

imponrtant function. Each quarter, we will

include information on how you, the stu-

dent, the instructor, the youth, the elder

of our commuriity, can help speed the university along its path
to fruition.

I have said before that it will be a long journey. It was
begun meore than three decades ago by the pioneers of public
four-year education in Ventura Coumty and continues today at
the Cal State University Nerthridge, Ventura Campus.

We see real progress toward our goal of a new university
here in the continued enroliment growth at the Ventura Cam-
pus, in our ongoing efforts to secure a new campus and in the
prospect that we may be able to begin offering some classes
under the auspices of California State Uniwersity, Chamnel Is-
lands as early as fall, 1998.

But our jourmey will not be fulfilled until our four-year
undergraduate institution, complete with masters and creden-
tial programs, is fully operatiomal, offering a varied curricu-
lum designed to suit our area’s specific needs. The students of
our diverse region demand knowledge in agriculture as well
as defense, in marine biology, biotechnology and archaeol-
ogy. in nursing and special education. These specialty areas
are in addition to a full complement of traditional studies that
are an integral part of any undergraduate degree at a Califor-
nia public university.

In today’s maiden issue of the Current, we outline the ex-
citing possibilities at hand that may allow us to surround our-
selves with the area’s rich California missiom history by trans-
forming the 1930’s-era Camarillo State Hospital into our cam-
pus for the future. We also present exciting news about ¢on-
tinued growth in studemt population at CSUN's Ventura Cam-
pus, a population that will soon fold into the new university.

(Contiimzed on page 6.)

CSUCT CouwLp ASSUME STATE
HosriraL; Lease Our UNUSED
SPANISH-STYLE BUILDINGS

Possittike uses fon- extra space at Camawillo State
Hospital! includle joint: progvamss in special
educatiam betweem CSUCV and Ventura County
Supevintendéot: of Schools

A task force of local and state officials is poised to rec-
ommend to Gov. Pete Wilsom on or before Now. 1 whether the
soon-to-be closed Camariillo State Hospital should become the
new campus for California State Umivensity, Channel Islands.

If the acquisitiom proves to be financially feasible for CSU,
the outiook could be very good for the university to assume
the hospital and its 750-acre grounds just south of Camariilo.
A panel of land use consultamnts, architects and planners hired
by the governor’s task force to evaluate the site concluded at
a September meeting in Camariillo that the university is a near
perfect match for the institution built in 19233-1936.

“You have a great opportumiity to do something extraordi-
nary,” said James Geoeodlell, the comsultant who coordinated
the panel of experts. He called the hospital a “memendous
asset to be seized,” but cautioned a successful conversion would
be complex, requiring the university and others involved to
“step outside their ordinary roles.”

“The Sanskit word for problem is the same as for opportu-
nity,” he said.

Wilsem ordered the existing Camuiille State Hospital to
be closed next summer due to dwindling patiemt population.
Amy of the remaining developmentally disabled and severely
emationally disturbed pa-
tients wiill be transferred
to other state and commu-
nity facilities, as appro-
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STATE HoSPmAL GROUNDS

(Continued ffirom page 1.)

agencies including Cal State expressed interest in the prop-
erty. But the serious proposals were whittled down to two:
Cal State and the California Departmemt of Comections, which
wanted to transform the hospital into a lock-up facility for
young offenders.

After hours of testimony and deliberatiom, the panel of ex-
perts who were working as a type of staff to the task force,
endorsed the university proposaill. The 20 members of the task
force, each selected by Gow. Wilson, must now decide whether
to formally recommend to the governor as to whether the CSU
plan for the future of the site is an appropriate one and thereby
allow the CSU to

our student populatiom reaches the equivalemt of 2,000 full-
time studemts. That way, we allow Northridge to carry most of
the admimistrative burden.”

Studemt enroliment at the CSUN-Ventura Campus has now

the equisashedttiod F4ivfaldrtinaé 3Qidnid;tona totdents, or a tots

of about 1.600 students attending classes both full and part
time.

The full 750 acres and 1.5 milliom square feet of space in
85 buildings at the hospiital would be too large for the needs
of California State Umiversity, Chammel Islands itself, Evans
said. That’s why consultants said the university would have to
take on more than its traditional role. In addition to educating
students - its primary and top priority mission - CSUCI would
also have to become a leader in operating an educattionsl com-
plex, leasing out the

undertake a prudent
due diligence study
of the project and
its alternatives.

If the governor
decides in favor of
the university and
includes funding
with the package to
renovate the build-
ings te rake them
suitable for student
use, ahd €SV Trust-
ees ratify the plan

excess space to ap-
propriate public and
private agencies and
institutes.

€ omswllttaannt t
Goodlell endorsed
Call State’s previ-
ously stated propos-
als to work closely
with the Vemtura
County Community
College District and
the Ventura County
Superintendiert of
—ciimm  Schoolls  Office.

early next spring, it
eould E@ﬁ%’ig@i’%‘b‘l& Atial View offbraaintallo Sewe Hiogpital.
speed up efforts to beginm operating the new university, said
CSUCI Presidemt J. Handel Evans.

*If it goes forward, and we can make it all happen, we may
be able to move the Ventura off-campus center there as early
as the Fall of 1998,” he said. Those students would them be-
come the core population of the new universiity. Preliminary
costs to convert the hospital would run an estimated $60 mil-
lion to $80 million.

If, on the other hand, Cal State goes back to its original
plan of building a campus from scratch on 260 wniversity-
owmed acres of lemon orchards west of Camarilllo, at an ini-
tial cost to taxpayers of $120 to $160 million, students would
not be able to attend classes at the new site untill some time
after 2001.

But Evans, who presided over the conversiom of the former
Fort Ord Army base into what is now California State Univer-
sity Monterey Bay, cautioned that the new campus would prob-
ably not become Cal State Chanmell Islands right away.

“We would only be able to move the Ventura off-campus
center,” he said. "It is best for us from an overhead point of
view to stay with Northridge as long as we can, at least until

= Eouliiesy of Venttie €0y 14 Ventura County Su-
perintendent of Schools Charles Weis, for example, has al-
ready discussed possibilities with Evans that include operat-
ing a laberatery sehool on the site, whers teachers would use
state-of-the-art techniques and where ESU teaching students
eould study and gbserve:

The University’s educatiomal complex could also house fa-
cilities operated by related programs, such as a business in-
cubator to help new businesses get started, research firms,
film institutes and other educatiomil programs.

California State University Chamcelllor Barry Munitz won
suppont for the idea amomg CSU Trustees in Septemiber. But
mamy hurdles still remain before the hospital could become
an educatiomall park, Evans said.

One of the largest potemtiall stumbling blocks is funding.
The property must come with conversiom and operational
funds for it to be feasible for Cal State, Evans said.

*The California State Univensity, like all of higher educa-
tiom, is financially stressed to the limit supporting its
existing 22 campuses,” Evans said. “Amother new campus does
not come withoutt additiomall costs to the system.”

(Contiinueed! on pagge 4.)
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ESUN-VE ENrROLLMENT GROWS;
Creares CorE For CSUC]

Enrollment at the CSUN Ventura Campus continued its
steady ascent this fall, approaching the time whem its students
will become the core of Ventura County’s own public four:
year college: California State University. Channel Islands.

Three new degrees at the off-campus center in Ventury,
including a prestigious Master of Business Administration,
together with growing commumity awareness of the mareh
toward opening Call State Chanmell Islands, helped propel en-
rollment to 1,600 students, an all-time high. In the measure-
memt universities use, that is the equivalent of 794 full-time
students, making the Ventura Campus the largest off-campus
center in the Cal State system.

The growth represents an 18% increase over last fall's
enroliment of 670 students.

"The continued growth demomstrates that there issitgnifi
cant unmet demamd in the area,” said J. Handel Evans, peesi
dent of Cal State Chamnell [slands. *The fact that enrollment is
climbing at this rate shows that we can mainfain a sustained
growth. And that’s what we have to have if we're going to build
a umiiversity.”

“Wee madke philphijosophlgadifiolitidahaanggement
decisionss to puir our resowceess into the classroom:.
~ Dr. Joyce M. Kenrady, dineator of CRUN-YC

The 20-year climb toward a population large enough to
break off into a new and self-sufficient university has contin-
ued during times of economiic prosperity and recessiom, thud
get cuts and endowments, staff shortages and new hirings.

To maintaim its growth, the Ventura Campus squeezed a
ministration expenses wherever possible so that every anaaii
able dollar could go to course offerings, said Ventura Campus
Director Dr. Joyce M. Kennedy.

*If enroliment had gone down a semestter. | thoughtt the
nay sayers would use that as an example to say, ‘See? You
don’t really need a university in Ventura,'” she said. “We made
philosophical/political/managensanit decisions to put our re-
sources into the classroom.”

Those decisions, coupled with fund-raising to supplement
budgets, are paying off today, Evans said.

The impressive growth figures could come into play next
month whem Gow. Pete Wilson is expected to decide whether
to transfer Camaillo State Hospital, complete with 85 build-
ings on 750 acres, to CSU for a permament home for Califef:
nia State Univensiity, Channell Islands.

"I think the growth reinforces our argument that a wRives:
sity is needed in this region,” Evans said. “It eertainly rein-
forces our argument with the CSU Trustees.”

€SUCT Horne T BECOME A
CanmER FOR DISTANCE
LEARNING

With its strong
emphasis om mew
technology coupled with a
need for creativity while the new cam-
pus is developing, California State Uni-
versity, Chamnell Islands is poised to take the leadership role
in telecommuniicatiionss as a distance learning center for the
Call State University system.

In that role, the university could help shape academiic stan-
dards for new teaching methods needed in the emerging teeh-
nologies.

*CSUCI would be the center for creatiom of knowledge in
the field,” said J. Handel Evans, presidemt of the new campus.
“We would be at the nexus for synthesizing educatiomnal con-
tent with technology.”

In distance learning, students could tune into a class from
home compuders, home televisions or remote classrooms. Or
they could all be clustered together in a single classroom,
with their instructor at another Cal State campus, another uni-
versity campus in the state, the nation or the world.

*it is difficult to set standards because teaching English
101 in person in the traditiomal classroom setting may be very
different from teaching it from a remote location.” Evans said.

For instance, a classroom professor can sense when he or
she is losing the class attentiom for whatever reason, and can
shift gears. A teacher working from a remote location. even if
the technology is interactive as it often will be, mush find mere
interesting and interest-catching techniques to teaeh the same
subject.

And for that, there must not only be standards but an insti-
tution where those who plan to teach can learn the state of the
art, Evans said,

As the leader in new educatiomil technology, CSUCT weuld
also be able to offer classes essentially on demamd, at any
hour and on any day. That could send eleetronie enrsliment
soaring, officials said.

“Am interesting thought for the future is that as distance
learning and other technologies take a hold in the edueational
marketplace, the enrollment at a specific University esuld
become quite large as we bring into consideration the Aum:-
bers of students from all walks of life and diverse backgrounds
and needs who will become part of the electroniic student body,”
Evans said. "Whille some may wish to eome to University if
the historic manmer of freshman, sephemoie, jumior oF sé:
nior. many will just drop in and eut electronicallly as their edy-
catiomal needs change to mateh theif persemal goals. That May

(Contiituect! on pege 6.)




STUDENTS OF THE FUTURE AND
TupaL ¥Wavie I

A tidal wave of
freshmen is on its way
to our California
universities, as chil-
drem of Baby
Boomers come of
age. But their
presence will be I —
balanced by the ever increasing numbers of older, working
students seeking new careers, new directions or simply more
education.

e e 8 o ¢ o o

Whiile the average college studemt of a few decades ago
was easy to profile as the traditiomall 18-24 year-old, single
Caucasiam, more often male than female, tomorrow’s students
at California State University, Chamnel Islands and across Cali-
fornia will be more diverse in background and needs.

Studemts of tomorrow on the whole will be older, with an
average age of 27, and more women tham mem. Mamy will
already be working. looking to further a career or change it
altogether. Some of the studenmts will be married, some with
children. And the different ethnicities willl be welll represented
throughoutt the studemt body.

“The older studemt doesm’t have the insecurities of the
younger student,” said J. Hamdel Evans, presidemt of CSUCI.
“They are very determimed and have set their goals. They are
very different from the young students still trying to find their
way."”

That means that CSUCIT must be on top of the newest de-
velopments in technology, career opportumities and changes
in the market place, Evans said.

"Whhen | graduated from college,. they said, 'You're an ar
chitect and you know what you need to know. Canry on.’ It
never occurred to anyone that | would have to go back to school
to learn how to draw with a comyputer, for instance. Now, lkearn
ing is continual.”

The older working person will continue to drop in and out
of university throughowt adult life, he said.

But there will be plenty of young students just out of high
schoall or junior college coming to university as well, thanks
to Tidal Wave II. That’s the name for the childrem of Baby
Boomers in California who are beginning to enter college now.

Powvamions WieLcoMme!!!

California State University. Channel Islands needs your help to
advance our efforts to open Ventura County’s first public four-
year university. Please address any checks to: the CSU Channel
Islands Foundation. 2151 Alessandro Drive, Suite 290, Ventura.
California 93001. Many thanks. CSUCI Staff

Statewiide, that means about 100,000 young peopile are ex-
pected to be of college age over the next 10 to 15 years, said
Frank Jewett, project director for planning and growth at Cal
State University headquarters in Long Beach.

“How mamny of those studemts enrolll in Ventura Coumnty de-
pends on several factors, mest especiallly whem the Ventura
off-campus center converts to a full CSUCT campus,” he said.
That conversion is expected either late this decade or soon
after the turm of the century, depending on where the campus
is located and how much money becomes available to develop
it.

Whem other Call State institutions reach capacity will also
affect growth at CSUCIL, Jewett said. Call State Northridge is
expected to reach capacity of about 25,000 full-time students
by 2011. Call Poly Sam Luis should top out at 15,000 full-time
studemts by about the turn of the cemtury, Jewett said.

As for when California State Unmiversity, Chamnel Islands
might reach its projected capacity -the equivallent of 15 300
full-time students— Jewett said it's impossible to tell.

STATE HOSPITAL GROUNDS

(Contiinuad! fiom: page 2.)

Without conversiom and operating funds from the state,
Evans said, CSU trustees would probably “politely decline”
the offer to comvent the state hospiitall into the system’s 23rd
canmpus.

In addition, moving onto the hospital campus would re-
quire help and cooperation from local commuriities and gov-
ernmemnt.

“if we can all work together, we can make this happen,”
Evans said.

Camauititio Statee Hesyivati/ Adinivigtsatiotion BBikdiimg.
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Question's About CSUCIT

WHAT IS THE NAWEE OF THE NEW UNWHRBSTYY AND
WHY WAS IT (CHZHEN?

The name, California State University, Chammell Islands,
was the unanimous choice of a commiitice of Ventura
Coumty educators, students, commurmiiy leaders and ac
tivists. CSU’s Board of Trustees made it official in July.
The name represents an entire regiom rather than a single
city or coumty, and it reflects pride in the beauty of the
coastline.

WHERE WILLL IT BE AND WHAT WILLL IT LOOK LIKE?

€al State has purchased 260 acres of lemon orchards just
west of Camaillle. If the university is built there, design-
ers will draw on motifs from local architecture with a
look to the needs of the contemporary campus. However,
if Camavilllo State Hospital, south of Camaiillo near the
coast, becomes available to the university, the campus
would retain that property’s Spamish architectural style,
with stucco buildings and red tile roofs.

WHY DO WE NEHD A NEW UNNERSTYY WITH L.C.
SANTA BARENMIA ANID CALL STATE NORHRRDDBGE SO
CLOEEE AND THE PLMWEBD USE OF DISTAWCE
LEXRNNGG ?

: Ventura County is the largest county in California with-

out a four-year public institution of higher education. The
citizens of this county have in essence been subsidizing
universities in other counties. The time has come for
Ventura Coumty. In addition, Santa Barbara is in the UC
system. which is not accessible to many studemts because
of its higher academiic requirements as well as its in-
creased costs. Cal State Neorthridge in the San Fermando
Valley is too far for students in the county’s west end or
in Santa Barbara Counity. As for distance learning, CSUCI
eould become the leader in Cal State’s entire sysiem for
this 21st eentury teehnigue of delivering edueation. That
expands student ehoiees, but does not eliminate the need
for an Msiityiion:

WHEN WILLL IT OPEW AND IN WHAT FORM?

In a way, the University is already open. CSUN"s off-cam-
pus center in Ventura represents the catalyst for the stu-
dent body of the future and will eventuallly be absorbed
into the new Universiity. Meamwihile, CSUCI will work to
offer courses and programs designed for specific busi-
nesses and industry, possibly at the business worksite and
as early as 1998. By 1999, students could be able to take
general classes at the new university through distance
learning. If Camwiillo State Hospitall is transferred to the
university, the CSUN off-campus eenter students eould
feve te the new eampus as eadly as the Fall of 1998.
Hewever, if we build the dRiversity oh the erehard prop-
Brty. traditional elassreem-spyie instruetion weuld net be

6)
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available there until after the turn of the century.

WHAT IS TAKING SO LONG TO GET A UDNIWERSITY
BUWLY

Only momey. A university in the CSU tradiﬁﬁ@p@uld cost
abouwt $700 milliom to build today at the orchard site. So
far, less than $1 milliom in planning funds for that site is
set aside. We are waiting to hear whether the university
will be offered Camaviillo State Hospital and whether
momey to convert the campus will come with the offer.
We will continue to work to raise funds through private
donations and solicit the business commumity to share in
educatiomall projects and costs.

DOES THE NAME: MEXY THAT THE NEXW UMNNERSITY
WILL HAVIE AN EWMRAEIES ON MARNEE BIOLGZBYY OR
OTHHER OCEXMWREEARZIBD R{ELDS?

Not necessaniily, though that is certainly possible. The
curriculum will grow out of the needs of the regiom, which
we will determine through public survey. Other needs may
be more obvious. For instance, in a region where farming
is the top industry, a program in agriculture seems a natu-
ral. And it follows that an area with a long and diverse
coastline may well need a progfam in marine biology. We
certainly anticipate that another emphasis will be the new
technelogy needed in today’s edueation.

HOW MANY STUBERNES WILL ATTEWD?

The university is being planned for the equivalemt of
15,500 full-time studemts, which means about 22,000 stu-
dents altogether, including full and part-time. Qur wni-
versity is intended to first serve the needs of our region.
But the implications of the electromic university offer op-
portunities to expoit our courses on a global basis just as
we will impoit educational services. In time, the univer-
sity eould serve thousands moie through the Rew teeh-

nology.

WILL THERE BE DORMTDREES ON (CHPUS?
Eventusilly, probably yes. But through the use of distance
learning that delivers education to people with diverse
needs and hours of availahbiility, we’re not yet certain
whether we will need dormitories.

DOES THE UNWHHSSTYY HAVIE A MWSCOT?

Not yet. The University’s students will decide what their
mascat will be, probably in 1999. Next year, we’lll pick
our logo, colors and seal.

10y HOW CAW I HEIP GET THE UNIVEHRSTRY BUMLT MQRE

A:

QUICHLLY?

Suppert us in the public debate at every opponturiity. Vote
for bond issues that affect the universiity. Invite us to speak
at your business or commumiity organization. Use your
own influence with your politicians to suppert the uni-
versity. And lastly, make a domation, no matter the size.
Donations may be made to the CSU Chammell Islands
Foundation Fund, 2151 Alessandro Drive, Suite 290,
Ventura, Calif., 93001. There is much to do and your sup-
port is crucial to our ultimate success.
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PrESIDENT EVANS
(Contiimuad! fiorm page 1.)

We also offer what we have found to be some of the most
frequently asked questions about the university,. a feature we
will repeat as needeed. And, as always, we invite your partici-
pation. We ask that you send us any questions you may have.
We will answer them in future publications.

With all the groundwerk in place by our predecessors at
CSUN-Ventura Campus, we now set out to achieve our ma-
joriity, to mature into our own institution. As our fledgling
university comes of age, it needs your feedback, your guid-
ance, your help along the way. Please plan to be an active
participamt in the development of this institution for which
Ventura County has waited so long, and with which you can
help shape the future.

Sincerely,

J. Handell Evans

CEvmER FOR DSTANCE LEARNING

(Conttimsad! ffiorm page 3.)
meam classes to update or evem change careers, or simply
classes to further their education.”

A college educatiom of the traditiomal sense has imcluded
an academiic calendar with a five-day week and summers off,
with a library open specific hours.

*The calendar was almost a sacred document,” Evans said.
But a new student body, with many older, working adults, has
different calendar needs, he said.

“People will come on-line any time they please,” Evans
said. “Educatiom is not going to be at the whim of the univer-
sity; it will be at the demand of the people.”

Woulll! Like to Kinow?

Justt Asik Us!

Do you have unanssveeedd quetionss aboutt the new wmi-
versityy?? Pleasse drop us a line and we willl ansmer yourr qes-
tiom in a ftomee puthicatioion. Write to: The Cuwrenwt, 2451
Alessemdddoo Driveg, Suitte 290), Ventwa, Califf,, 9300V.. You can
abbo e-waill us at hitphitaskivwesiosidedslrfaioa0@ODicaudi ml.

Something You

“Give us the tools, and we will fiisth the job.”
Winstam Churchill to Presidentt Rooseuellr in a 1941 radio breadcast

California State University, Chanmel Islands
2151 Alessandro Drive, Suite 290
Ventura, €alifornia 93001
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