
February 28, 1921. 

Dear is s 1, organ : 

I telegraphed you ge eral ap roval of the pl anting 
scheme . I would ike to sugge t t ha the gardener be careful not to 
put de licat e alms in pl aces ~here they will be exposed to the full 
:('orce of those storms t hat sweep the hill-top. They are likely t o be 
whipped to pieces if he does . These del ica e pal ms , if they are used 
at all , ough t o e put i n protec ted spots. 

I t hink some heavy palms of the date palm variety could be 
put around the rear high terr aces of house A, erhaps up along on each 
side of these terraces. 

I would also like here as I have wr itten you an abundance of 
bourganvilla running over the hi gher wall s of these terraces. Ther e 
may be some other climb i ng vines like the bourganvilla that would go 
well with them but I am disposed to think t hat a mass of bourganvilla, 
more or l e ss rel ieved, would be the best . 

I mt e t hat in the plans the seasonal planting is done in 
certain defini te locat ions op osite or under t he wi ndows , etc. Thi s 
is a very good idea, and I approve of it, but I think that tal ler 
flowers, like roses, hollyhocks, phlox, etc., mi ht be planted along 
the borders of t he walks and erha s al ong the s ides of t he b i g drive. 

The wal l s i de oft e bi g drive may need some decoration of 
c limbing lants like t he ivy-geranium, and t he other side some decora­
tion of r oses and holl yhoc ks , etc. If thi i s not a good place for 
them, along t he bor ders of t he . smal l er walks may be a good place. 

Perhaps it would be well t o have a rose garden in connect i on 
with t he main house at some po i nt; for instance, at the south side of 
the main house where we purposed having the tea terraces. 

I have telegr aphed . Fairchild t o make im ediate plans for 
r inging water from the hi gh springs by the way of our hill , and when 

this is d ne we wi ll have ample wate r for i rr i gat i on. 

There is one thing I came acros s in studying the pl ans and 
d iagrams of house C. On the west or t eri·ace side of t his house t here 
are two long curved stairways t hat come down on each side of t he little 
pool. These s tairways at t heir base spread out into wide steps which 
make a further descent of four steps. 

But t hese curved s tai , ays do not lead directly t o the plat­
form of the pool, nor do they lead d irect ly any he ·e . In fact, if you 
want to ge t to the pool you have to go down steps and back steps to 
get t here or else walk along a single s tep-- which i s r ather awk¥ard. 
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The same t hing must be done if you want to go do;vn t he 
lowest flight of central steps to the curved te r race below. 

It seems to me that t hese two curved fli ghts of steps 
on either side of the pool should terminate in a de f inite, r a iled 
terr ace, which woul d take t he place of the final four wide steps 
which now run in scallops all the way across. 

This terrace would e on a level with t he platform of the 
pool, and when you landed from the curved flights of steps you would 
land on thi s terrace and walk on that level i nto the pool terrace, if 
you desirad to do so; and you would wal k from t he middle of that ter­
race down the fl i ght of central steps , if you de s ired to go further 
down to the retaining wall. • 

This would be a more decorative treatment also, but the main 
point is t hat it would be a much more pr act ioal treat ment , and would do 
away with what I think is an awkward, i nconvenient treat ment. • 

I am sorry not to have seen this before , but this corr ection 
in the plan or in the construction, if it has been constructed, should 
certainly be made. 

I am sending the plan with marks in blue pencil to show where 
I t hink t he terrace ought to go. 

Sincer e ly, 

J W 


