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Books on Armenians by Major Publishers Continue to Proliferate

This past year has seen not only the continued proliferation of
books in English on Armenian subjects bul a significant increase
in the number published by major American and European
publishers.

The most noteworthy has been the recent publication of the
two-volume history by St. Martin’s Press in New York, The
Armenian People from Ancient to Modern Times. Edited by Prof.
Richard G. Hovannisian of UCLA, it is the combined work of 17
Armenian and non-Armenian authorities on Armenian history.
Volume I covers "The Dynastic Periods: From Antiquity to the
14th Century" and Volume Il deals with "Foreign Dominion to
Statehood: 15th to 20th Centuries.”

Dr. Hovannisian has contributed three chapters. Prof. Nina G.
Garsoian, the first holder of the Gevork Avedissian Chair in
Armenian History and Civilization at Columbia University, has
six chapters on Armenian history through the 14th century.

Other contributors include Prof. Ronald G. Suny of the
University of Chicago, Prof. Robert W. Thomson of Oxford
University, Prof. James Russell of Harvard University, and Prof.
Dickran Kouymjian of California State University at Fresno.

For readers ages 9 and up, Simon & Schuster’s Dillon Press
has just come out with Armenia: A Rugged Land, An Enduring
People by Lucine Kasbarian, who introduces the reader to the
land, history, and culture of the Armenian people. It is illustrat-
ed with color photographs and has a glossary of Armenian
words and places and "Fast Facts about Armenia.”

Among other major publishers who have published books on
Armenian subjects are Harry N. Abrams, Inc., Beacon Press,
Basic Books, Harper Collins, Little Brown, Scholars Press, and
Smithsonian Institution Press. The university presses include the
University of California, Indiana University, University of
Michigan, New York University, and Oxford University.

Literary Gems and Survivor Accounts

Literary publications were featured prominently this year by
the publishing houses, and NAASR’s Armenian Book Clearing
House carries many of those volumes. For example, there are
now available reprintings of William Saroyan’s short stories,
including the acclaimed Daring Young Man on the Flying Trapeze.

Other literary works include Kevork Ajemian’s first book
published in English entitled A Time for Terror, Montreal-based
writer Benet Davetian’s new collection of short stories called The
Seventh Circle, as well as a new book of poetry by the acclaimed
poct Diana Der-Hovanessian.

Of the increasing number of first-hand accounts of the
Armenian Genocide which were published this past year all but
two of them dealt also with the trials and tribulations of life in
America. Two of the memoirs are written by second-generation
American-Armenians, Peter Balakian and David Kherdian, who
have many other literary works to their credit. Their new books
are, respectively, The Black Dog of Fate and I Called It Home.

A best friend’s daughter, Mae Derdarian, pens the biography
of Virginia Meghrouni in Vergeen: A Survivor of the Armenian
Genocide. The book details Meghrouni’s harrowing experiences
* during the forced marches in the Syrian desert. In Silences, My
. Mother's Will to Survive, Alice A. Tashjian marvels at her
mother’s strength of spirit that allows her to survive the ordeal
of the Armenian Genocide on her own.

Related and Other Titles

Prof. Ronald G. Suny has not only contributed to the defini-
tive history of the Armenian people but has authored an up-to-
date history of the former Soviet Union entitled The Sovict
Experiment, as well as edited a collection of essays on Transcau-
casia, Nationalism, and Social Change. Both have been published
by university presses respectively, Oxford University Press and
the University of Michigan Press.

Ben H. Bagdikian, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist, former
assistant managing editor of the Washington Post, and Dcan-
emeritus of the Graduate School of Journalism at the University
of California at Berkeley, has seen his provocative The Media
Monopoly go into a fifth printing with major new sections on
the digital revolution and the media conglomerates’ unprece-
dented power. His memoir, Double Vision, has now come out in
paperback edition.

New Beautifully Illustrated Books

Publishers are also focusing on the various aspects of Arme-
nia, including its physical beauty and its evolution through the
ages. In A Field Guide to Birds of Armenia authors Martin S.
Adamian and Daniel Klem, Jr., describe through words and
pictures the birds native to Armenia.

Two top-notch photographers present the beauty of Artsakh
(Karabakh) and Armenia. In Artsakh, A Photographic Journey by
Hrair Hawk Khatcherian, the beautifully framed photographs
of the people, nature, and structures are accompanied by text
in French, English, and Armenian. Armenia in the Sky by
Michael Ter-Minasian focuses on the Armenian landscape and
architecture.

And finally a new edition of The Armenians: 2000 Years of Art
and Architecture brings an Italian as well as Armenian peispec-
tive to the history of art and architecture in Armenia.

Gift books were also published in increasing numbers this
year. Several focus on art, including Iran-Armenia Golden Bridges:
20th Century Iranian-Armenian Painters by Alice Navasargian.
Ottoman Silver Marks by Garo Kurkman features the works of
many Armenian gold and silversmiths. The Glory of Byzantium:
Art and Culture of the Middle: Byzantine Era, A.D. 843-1261,
published by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, is filled with
color photographs of religious icons and illuminated manu-
scripts. One chapter by Helen C. Evans is devoted to Armenia
and its illuminated manuscripts. Other chapters by S. Peter
Crowe, Thelma K. Thomas, and Speros P. Vryonis, Jr., also deal
with aspects of Armenjan art.

In addition, many videos, music tapes and CDs, posters, post
cards, and note cards were issued during the year.

Complete Catalog Now Available

An updated listing of over 1,600 book titles as well as
maps, posters, cards, calendars, recordings, and videos
available through the American Book Clearing House
has just been published. To receive a copy send $3.00
($4.00 for foreign requests) to cover postage, printing,
and handling costs.
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Gumri Armenian Educators Group Receives
Training in Fresno Visit

FRESNO, CA - A group of ten
teachers and administrators from
Gumri, Armenia were in Fresno re-
cently for a two-and-a-half-week
tmmng and observation program.

was funded by the Uni-
ted States Information Agency and
managed by California State Univer-
sity, Fresno. The group was given a
special tour of Fresno. Stops in-
cluded a visit to Holy Trinity Arme-
nian Apostolic Church and a tour of
the Valley Lahvosh Baking Com-
pany facilities, led by Agnes
Saghatelian. A trip to the Ararat Ar-
menian Cemetery included a visit to
the monument dedicated to
Soghomon Tehlerian and a visit 1o
many sites made famous by Will-
iam Saroyan.

CSUF President Dr. John Welty
welcomed the group in his campus
office and discussed the scope of the
visit and the activities of the group.

The Armenian Community
School of Fresno and Principal Seth
Atamian hosted the group for a tour
of the facilitics. followed by lunch.
Group members had the apportunity
10 obsenve the studems and stafT of
the school. Later o trip io the Will-
jam Sarovan permanent exhibit ot
the Fresno Metropoinan Museum
was of immense interest 16 the group.
who speni sever! hours i espior
ing the musetiis,

Ezach day Lroup memners oin
served and panicipied ni acnvities
designed 10 maie tien mea
how the primany and sccondary
schoal svstem in the Uinited Mates
functions. Sile visits to iocal high
schaals were planned an-dthere wer:
opportuniiies 1o interict with stu-
dents. teachers. and adininistrators.

Classes on the usage of computer

technology for instruction were

taught by Otto Benavides, Director
of Instructional Technology for the
School of Education. Hands- on ex-
perience introduced the participants
to how the compurter can be utilized
in the classroom.

A trip to San Francisco was
the highlight of the first weck.
Mrs. Jacqueline Kazarian.
founder of the William Saroyan
San Francisco Cultural Resource
Center, hosted the group for an
informal tour of her home and a
discussion on William Saroyan.

The following weck. principal
Jim Green welcomed the group
to North Fork Flementar:
Schoolnestled in the foothills of
i-resno County und took them on
a tour of the rural school, The
visitors were impressed by the
use of technology in the class-
rooms and the modem cquip-

‘ment that students had the op-

portunity to usc. including la-
ptop computers.

That afternoon. a visit to Vic-
tor Packing Inc. in Madera in-
troduced the group to the rich
agricultural heritage of the San
loaquin  Valley. Sarkis
Sahatdjian and son Victor Sahat-
djian grected the group and gave
them a tour of the raisin- pack-
ing facilities. Sarkis Sahatdjian
explained the history of Arme-
nians in agriculture in the area.
Raisins were given to all of the
visitors.

of

After visiting local schools
another day, the group was
hosted to a lunch at the monthly
luncheon mecting of the Arme-
nian General Benevolent Union
of Fresno. Many community
members had a chance to ask
questions 1o the group about the
current conditions in Armenia.
Later that same evening, teacher
Zaroohi Der Mugrdechian

hosted the visitors at a dinner

held at her home. Local area
Armenian educators joined the
visitors from Armenia and a
lively exchange of ideas took
place.

The group also visited the CSU
Fresno Child Development Center
and had an opportunity to visit and
obscrve how children are taught in
the program. That cvening, the
Fresno Armenian community had a
chance to visit with the group at a
gathering held at the Armenian
Community School of Fresnao. | igh-
lights from the cvening included
viewing a video from Gumii and a
display of children’s ar.

A visit 1o the Fresno County Of-
fice of Education followed with the
guests visiling schools which in-
cluded students who are physically
or intellectually challenged. Char-
lene Samuclian and Annen Bacon
from the Fresno County Office of
Education accompanied the group
on their site visits. This visit im-
pressed the visitors with the care that
the American school system has for
students.

The second weekend was high-
lighted by a visitto Los Angeles and
to Disneyland. Members visited the
large Armenian community of Los
Angeles.

Culminating the training course
was a going-away dinner held at the
King of Kebobs Restaurant in
Fresno. Group participants received
a diploma signifying their satisfac-
tory completion of the training pro-
gram, Barlow Der Mugrdechian of
the Armenian Studies %, who

acted as coordinator for the interpret-

ersand amranged the logistics for the
program, -also distributed memen-
tos of the -resno stay.

The Armenian principals and
vice principals retummed to Gumri at
the beginning of November.

DATE 01-03-98
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Gurnri educators in front of the William Saroyan sculpture at
the Varaz Samuelian Museum in Fresno.




ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM

SOURCE

- ARCHIVE -

The Armenian Observer,

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY,

LA, CA

SUBJECT

Armenian Studies Classes-Spring 1998

‘Spring 1988 Semester Armenian

-Studies Classes at Fresno State

FRESNO - The Armenian
Studies Program of Fresno
State is offering a diverse and
comprehensive  program  of
courses for the Spring 1998
semester.

The following areas of Ar-
menian Studies will be offered
in the Spring semester: History,
Language, Literature
(including William Saroyan),
Culture, and Film. Several new
courses are being offered as
well.

Armenians in America

This course, Armenian
Studies 120T, will examine the
experience of Armenians in
North America from the 1870s
to the 1990s. The course will be
taught by Dr. Isabel Kaprielian,

- from 2:20-3:25 p.m. on Tues-

days and Thursdays.
Armenian Film
Dr. Michael Krekorian will

teach a course on Armenian
Film - Armenians Studies
120T, which will look at the
images of immigrant experi-
ences in America. The course
will be taught from 12:45-2:00
p-m. on TTh.

History

"" Modern Armenian History -
Armenian Studies 108B - cov-
..ers the history of the Armeni-
ans from the 14th century to
-the present. Special emphasis
. will be placed on 19th and 20th
century Armenian history, es-
‘pecially the areas of the Geno-
cide, the Ist Republic of Ar-
menia, the 2nd Republic of
Armenia, the current issues
involving the collapse of the
. Soviet Union, and the Kara-
. bagh issues. The course will be
offered on TTh 8:10-9:25 a.m.
Language

Armenian 1B - Elementary

Armenian is the second semes-
ter of the first year course in
modern Western Armenian.
‘Barlow Der Mugrdechian will
teach the course on MTWF
from 11:10-12:00 noon.

Literature )
The life and work of Fresno

born William Saroyan will be’

offered on TTh from 3:45-5:00
p.m. in Armenian Studies 45.
Whiter Michael Krekorian will
teach the course.

The rich literature of the
Armenians will be the topic of
Armenia 148-Masterpieces of
Armenian Literature - which
explores Armenian literature in
English translation. The course
will be offered on MWF from
1:10-2:00 p.m,
Culture-Armenian Studies 10

Three sections of Armenian
Studies 10 - Introduction to
Armenian Culture - will delve
into the general aspects of the
discipline of Armenian Studies,
including the history of Arme-
nian jmmigration to the United
States. One section will be
taught on TTh 9:45-11:00 a.m.
and another on MWF 10:10-
11:00 a.m. The other section
will be taught as a special one
day a week course on Wednes-
days from 5:10-8:00 p.m., a
time ideal for high school stu-
dents to take the class.

Armenia Today and Ar-
menians in Fresno are two
weekend course which will be

offered on weekends, in Febru-

ary and March. The one-unit
topics courses take the oppor-
tunity to intensively discuss
issues related to the main
themes. The Armenia Today
course will look at current
events in the Republic and also
survey the modern history of
Armenia. The Armenians in
Fresno course will take an in-
depth look at Armenian immi-
gration to the Fresno Area.

For detailed information on
courses contact the Armenian
Studies Program at 209) 278-
2669 or by FAX at 278-2129 or.,
consult the Armenian Studies '

Program  Web  Page at
http://www.csufresno.edu/Arme .
nianStudies/.
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Spring 1998 Armenian Studies
Program Courses at Fresno State

FRESNO, CA - The Armenian Studies Program of Fresno State
is offering a diverse and comprehensive program of courses for the
Spring 1998 semester.

The following areas of Armenian Studies will be offered in the Spring
semester: History, Language, Literature (including William Saroyan), Cul-
ture, and Film. Several new courses are being offered as well.

Armenians in America

This course, Armenian Studies 120T, will examine the experience of
Armenians in North America from the 1870s to the 1990s. Six different
waves of Armenian immigration to North America will be discussed within
the context of US immigration policy and practice. Special emphasis will
be placed on Armenians in America. The course will be taught by Dr.
Isabel Kaprielian. :

Armenian Film e

~Dr. Michael Krekorian will teach a course on Armenian Film-Arme- -
nian Studies 120, which will look at the images of immigrant experienc-
es in America. The course will center around the analysis and discussion of
- film technique, dramatic structure, narrative, and various visuals. ;
History ’
~ Modern Armenian History-Armenian Stadies 108B-covers the his-
tory of the Armenians from the 14th century to the present. Special empha-
sis will be placed on 19th- and 20th-century Armenian history, especially -
the areas of the Genocide, the 1st Republic of Armenia, the 2nd Republic of -
Armenia, the current issues involving the collapse of the Soviet Union, and
the Karabagh issue. .
Language
| Armenian 1B-Elementary Armenian is the second semester of the |
' first-year course in modern Western Armenian. Students will continue from
the first semester, practicing speaking, writing, and reading skills. Barlow
Der Mugrdechian will teach the course.
Literature
The life and work of Fresno-bom William Saroyan will be offered in
- Armenian Studies 45. Writer Michael Krekorian will teach the course. In
a highly interactive and informal classroom amnosphere. students will dis-
cover just how Sarovan's stories redefined the landscape ot modern Arme-
nian fiction with unusual themes that are still important odax.

The rich lirerature of the Armenians will be the tooic of Armenian 148-

. Masterpieces of Armenian Literature-which expicres Armenian litera-

wre in Engiisn wansizion. A survey of the general nusicry of Armenian

fiterature wili aiso look at 19th- and 20th-century Armenian writers in Ar-

menia and the Diaspora. A theoretical basis for an unaerstanding of the

course will aiso be offered. -
i Culture-Armenian Studies 10

. Three sections of Armenian Studies 10-Introduction to Armenian
. Culture will delve into the general aspects of the discipline of Armenian
- Studies. including the history of Armenian immigration to the United States.

Armenia Today and Armenians in Fresno are two weekend course
which will be offered on weekends in February and March. The one-unit
topics courses take the opportunity to intensively discuss issues related to
the main themes. The Armenia Today course will look at current events in
the Republic and also survey the modem history of Armenia. The Arme-
nians in Fresno course will take an in-depth look at Armenian immigration
to the Fresno area.

Detailed information on courses may be obtained by contacting the
Armenian Studies Program at (209) 278-2669 or by FAX at 278-2129. - -

IS
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Paris and the Arts

By Dickran Kouymjian

PARIS, France (International Press Service) - As
one of the cultural capitals of the world, Paris at-
tracts talent from around the world. This includes
Armenian talent able to perform in the larger con-
text of French musical and theatrical life as well as
contribute to events organized by associations and
individuals in the community. Such events are often
community events presented free or at nominal cost
to a public which is a mixture of sophisticated con-
cert and theater goers and a core group of loyal fol-

. lowers.

Both audience and performers are also exposed,
often dircctly involved, in non-Armenian cultural
events. This cross-fer(ilization
leads to an enrichment of what
might otherwise be parochial
events. It is never possible to re-
port comprehensively on the
great variety of programs offered
even in a single monih. Nor are
these lines intended as a
chronicie of Paris culture, a sont
of “Letter from Paris.™ On the
other hand, from time (o time,
events of major importance de-
serve to be reported to a farger
audience. Last year, major exhib-
its at the Bibliotheque Nationale
de France and the Dobree Mu-
seum in Nantes of Armenian art,
both with magnificent cata-
logues, were well covered in the
English-language press.

Among the more remarkable
community-sponsored events of
the past few months have been a
theatrical workshop presentation

Composer Koharik Gazarossian
(1907-1967)

Mark and Zahrad. Nora Armani is well known to
American, French, and Armenian audiences not only
for her theatrical interpretations, alone and with her
hushand Gerald Papazian, but also as a filmmaker.
She just retumed from a six-wecek tour in Istanbul
and will be ofT10 Egypt soon to do a large television
series there. In the meantime she is finishing a docu-
mentary on “Annenian Women of the Diaspora.”
Sahan Arzruni returned to accompany the
exceplional soprano Chouchig Bulbulian, origi-
nally from Beirut but with studies at the Yerevan
Conservatory, in a series of songs written by
Gazarossian early in her carcer. Ms. Bulbulian,
who performs regularly in
IFrance and Germany, inter-
preted these often witty and
dramatic songs with much
emotion. Arthur Aharonian
returned to give performances
of the andante movement of
Ms. Gazarossian’s 1956 so-
nata and another of the
Etudes. Elements were again
cvident from the Armenian
melodic heritage, but encap-
sulated in the modality of the
French school of the first half
of this century with a respect-
ful bow to Chopin. The cos-
cert concluded with Koharik
Gazarossian's string quartet of
1952 by onc of those re-
markable “pick-up™ groups
that took on no particular
name as a quartet. In addition
to Davtian, who as first vio-
linist kept the group together,

and a memorial concert. The lat-
ter, held on Sunday, November 30, 1997 at the Cen-
tre Culturel Alex Manoogian in Paris, was entitled
“In Memoriam: Koharik Gazarossian,” on the occa-
sion of the nineticth anniversary of the composer’s
birth and the thirtieth anniversary of her death in
Paris. Koharik Gazarossian was born in Constanti-
nople in 1907, She did her advanced studies at the
National Conservatory of Music in Paris with Paul
Dukas, Lazare Levy, Roger Ducasse, Paul Fauchet,
as well as Edward Weiss, a disciple of Busoni, on
whom more later.

In Paris she was composer and teacher of music,
but also organized a series of remarkable concerts,
the most famous of which were entitled “24 Well-
Tempered Programs.” She admired Gomidas
Vartabed and used the wealth of his folk song col-
lections in her own compositions, The Paris concert
featured a large number of artists who interpreted a
remarkably diverse selection of Gazarossian's com-
positions. Specially invited from New York, Sahan
Arzruni, who had worked with her in Paris in the
carly sixties, presented a recital of cleven short pi-
ano works with commentary. These included one of
her carlicst compositions, the 1934 “L’oiscan a ma
fenetre,” aremarkably fresh and rhythmic work. This
was followed by four selcctions from a serics en-
titled “The Armenians” of 1947 and six of her 24
Etudes for piano, among those rare works of Koharik
Gazarossian to have been published. Mr., Arzruni,
also originally from Istanbul, felt a clear sympathy
with the person and the music of the composer and,
as is customary, his explanation in Armenian of the
method of Gazarossian's composition was well re-
ceived by an overflow and enthusiastic audience.

Works of diverse instrumentation followed. Haik
Davtian, an increasingly popular violinist who re-
ceived his early training in Moscow and Yerevan,
and pianist and composer Arthur Aharonian, trained
in Yerevan and Moscow 100, gave a passionate ren-
dition of Gazarossian's Moto Capriccioso (1962), a
Paganini-like virtuoso picce for violin and piano but
with a decided Armenian flavor, The duo Davtian
and Aharonian have performed widely in Western
and Eastern Europe for the past seven years and have
cut two CDs.

The carefully prepared and quick-moving program
reached mid-point with a reading by Nora Armani of two
poems dedicated to Madame Gazarossian by Hayganouch,

. . there was Anton Matalaev, the
sécond violinist, trained in Moscow, a major
recording

artist with a number of well-known string quar-
tets, violist Rudolf Sulzenbacher from Alsace,
a student of Gerard Causse and Walter Tram-
pler, and cellist Henri Alecian of Paris, who most
recently gave a remarkable concert of the solo
suites of Bach at the church of St. Julien le
Pauvre, one of Paris’s major chamber music
concert halls. The short, four-movement quar-
tetreflected all the joy and spirit that Gazarossian
seemed to infect her music with. Armenian
themés moved in and out, with rhythm which
made;one think of Bela Bartok, but not of the
quartets, rather the duos for violin and other
works more directly associated with Hungarian
folk elements.

The concert was a privileged event, present-
ing to a fascinated public the works of a nearly
forgotten Armenian composer of the diaspora.
Though itis true that Mr. Arzruni presented one
of her compositions at the special concert in
Paris this summer during the' Armenian
Women’s conference sponsored by AIWA and
many in the audience who knew Ms.
Gazarossian during her active Paris years were
familiar with one or two of her piano pieces,
never in recent years has such a variety of com-
positions been performed by such a selection of
outstanding artists. )

The concert was organized by Madame Sona
Bedrossian, who wanted to make sure that this

fine composer not be forgotten. On the musical -
side she was aided by onc of the permanent pro- -

moters of Armenian music in Paris, Gregoire
Hampartsumian, who like Madame Bedrossian
and many among the large team of helpers, are
also originally from Constantinople. The con-
cert was a fine tribute not only to the composer

-Koharik Gazarossian, but also to the organiz-

ers, proving again that one or two dedicated in-

dividuals even with limited means can accom- ;

plish as much as sophisticated institutions with

paid stafl. The warmth of the evening was con-
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tinued during the splendid recep-
tion offered the audience, who,
captured by the charm of the
evening, wanted to stay as long
as possible.

ek ok

Among other major musical
events in Paris in November was
the visit by the Mariinsky The-
ater of St. Petersburg, formerly
called the Kirov, founded in

1874, with a program of Russian
operas presented at the Theatre
des Champs-Elysees. The ma-
jor opera on the program was
Modest Mussorgsky’s Boris
Godounov, perhaps the most
famous of all Russian operas,
composed in the late 1860s.
The staging under the direction
of Alexandre Adabashian was
cxtremely traditional. Every-
thing needed refreshing. But
the musical direction under
Valery Gergiev was superb and
the choruses, so important in
Mussorgsky's masterpiece,
sang remarkably well and
seemingly without effort.
Gergiev opted for the original
version of the opera and per-
formed it in one act of about
two hours. Unfortunately,
Adabashian’s sets and direc-
tion did not compare with re-
cent versions ol the opera, nor
even with the overly dramatic
setting of the Bulgatian Opera
group which presented Boris in
Paris eight years ago.

ook ok

Though the Paris operatic
season has been rather dull at
the new Opera de Bastille, the
program at the recently reno-
vated Opera National de Lyon
is once again innovative. Most
'Americans are unfamiliar with
the Lyon Opera and unaware
that its musical director is an
American, Kent Nagano, who
also still directs an occasional
concert with the Berkeldy
Symphony Orchestra. Among
this year’s new productions is
the remarkable and scldom
performed Doktor Kaust of
Feruccio Busoni (1866-1924),
a work of his last years, the
culmination of a lifelong fas-
cination with the character
made famous by Goethe. In
this long opera of three and a
half hours, left unfinished at
his death and completed by
Philipp Jarnach shortly after,
Faust is far from the character
refashioned by Goethe or
Gounod in his opera, rather
closer to the medieval legend.
In the end. Busoni's Faust,
rather than displaying the high-
minded character of a philoso-
pher-scholar, becomes the
mein-spirited cause ol the evil
inthe various episades of the
seenario and dies an aban-
doned street person with
Mephistopheles not nieh con-
cerned with his soul,

Busoni was one of the enip-
matic performer-composers of
the late nineteenth and early
twentieth-centuriesi* Italian by

birth but German by culture, .
his brilliance at the piano (a
child prodigy) and his totally
personal style of music set him
apart. | became interested in
Busoni in the early 1950s be-
cause of the regular references
o him by his student Gunnar
Johanson, then pianist in resi-
dence at the University of Wis-
consin, who on occasion would
play Busoni's tour de force for
the piano, the Fantasia
contrapuntistica. In the early
sixties | heard Johanson at
Carnegic Hall give one of the
rare performances of Busoni's
piano concerto, a massive work
in five movements with chorus.
The chance 1o see the Busoni
opera was not to be missed.

Nagano’s direction of
Doktor Faust was sublime.
The strings have the dominant
role throughout the opera
where text and voice flow con-
tinuously in the Wagnerian
sense. Though a combination
of modern and romantic, of
Wagnerian and Mahlerian or-
chestration, with an edge like
Alban Berg's Lulu and
Wozzeck, though never
dadecaphonic. Busoni created
his own music, one that is not
heard enough. Clearly the
Lyon Opera’s production was
a great success, and, as has
been the case in recent years,
the production will most likely
move up to Paris in a couple
of years.

A word should be said about
the Lyon Opera house, reno-
vated by the distinguished ar-
chitect Jean Nouvel, who is
also responsible for the inno-
vative Institut du Monde Arab
in Paris. Preserving the old
building in the center of the
Lyon, situated at the end of a
mile-long chic pedestrian mall,
Nouvel added six floors to the
building, three above and three
underground, creating quite a
remarkably spacious and el-
egant combination of the an-
cient and the modern, a struc-
ture entirely of black marble
stone. The view from the sev-
enth-floor restaurant looking
on to the City Hall and the hills
of medicval Lyon is quite spec-
tacular. The Opera is nearly
entirely funded by the city and
region of Lyon with little help
from the French Ministry of
Culture. It is supported by the
Association of the Natiohal
Opera of Lyon, whose secre-
tary is Vahe Muradian, archi-
tectand well-known Armenian
community activist, Only twao
hours from the center of Paris
by the rapid train (TG V), Lyon
and its Opera have become a
favorite outing for the capital's
opera bulfs,

There is also much to report
about Armenian film and the-
ater in Paris, but that must wait
a future article.
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CSUF Armenian Studies Program
Offers Various Courses in Spring '98

. FRESNO - The Armenian
Studies Program of Fresno State
is offering a diverse and com-
prehensive program of courses for

* the Spring 1998 semester.

Among the classes are History,
Language, Literature (including
William Saroyan), Culture, and
Film, i

Armenian Studies 120T will
examine the experience of Ar-
menians in North American from
the 1870s to the 1990s. Six
different waves of Armenian
immigration to the New World
will be discussed within the
contest of U.S. immigration policy
and practice. The course will be
taught by Dr. Isabel Kaprielian, on
Tuesdays and Thursdays, from
2:20 to0 3:25 p.m.

Dr, Michael Krekorjan will
teach a course on Armenian Film-
Armenian Studies 1207, which
will look at the images of immi-
grant experiences in America. The
course will be taught from 12:45-
2 p.m. on Tuesdays, and Thurs-
days.

Modern Armenian History-
Armenian Studies 108B covers the
history of the Armenians from the
14th century to the present.
Special emphasis will be placed on
the 19th and 20th century Ar-
menian history, especially the
areas of the Genocide, the First
Republic, the 2nd Republic, the
current issues involving the
collapse of the Soviet Union, and
the Karabagh issue. The course
will be offered on TTh 8:10 t0 9:25
p.m.

Armenian 1B-Elementary Ar-

menian is the second semester of
the first year course in modern
Western Armenian. Barlow Der
Mugredechian will teach the
course on MTWF from 11:10-12
noon.

" The life and work of Fresno-
born William Saroyan will be
offered on TTh from 3:45-5 p.m.

~

on Armenian Studies 45. Writer
Michael Krekorian will teach the

course. In a highly interactive and
informal classroom atmosphere,

students will discover just how

Saroyan’s stories redefined the
landscape of modern Armenian
fiction with unusual themes that
are still important today.

The rich literature of the
Armenians will be the topic of
Armenian 148-Masterpieces of
Armenian Literature which ex-
plores Armenian literature in
English translation. A survey of

the general history of Armenian’

literature will also look at 19th and
20th century writers in Armenia
and the diaspora. A theoretical
basis for an understanding of the
course will also be offered. The
course will be held MWF from
1:10 to 2 p.m.

Three sections of Armenian
Studies 10- Introduction to Ar-
menian Culture will delve into the
general aspects of the discipline
of Armenian Studies, including
the history of Armenian immi-
gration to the United States. One
section will be taught Tth 9:45-
11 p.m., and another on MWF
10;10-11 a.m. The other section
will be taught as a special one-day
a week course on Wednesdays
from 5:10 to 8 p.m., a time ideal
for high school students to take the
class.

Armenia Today and Armen-
ians in Fresno are two weekend
courses which will be offered on
weekends in February and March.
the one-unit topics courses take the
opportunity to intensely discuss
issues related to the main themes.

For detailed information on
courses contact the Armenian
Studies Program at (209) 278-
2669, or by fax at 278-2129, or
consult the Armenian Studies
Program Web Page at http://
www.csufresno.edu/Armenian-
Studies/.
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CSUF Offers 'Armenia Today' Workshop

FRESNO - The Division of
Extended Education at Calif.
State University, Fresno is offering
a workshop entitled “Armenia
Today.”

The workshop is-scheduled for
Feb. 27, from 5 to 10 p.m., and
Feb. 28, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., in
Room 104 of the University’s
Social Science Building. The cost
for the workshop is $40 non-
credit.

Instructor for the course is

Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Lec-

turer, Armenian Studies Program
at CSUF. He is a frequent traveler
to Armenia.

The workshop covers the hlS-'.
tory of the formation of the.
" Republic of Armenia and the’
challenges, opportunities, and_

current situation.

Registration forms are avax-j\

lable by calling the Division of
Extended Education at (209) 278-

0333. Pre-registration is recom- i

mended as class size is limited. .

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93740
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Armenian dinner

Oratorio and concert performer
Janet Momjian will be the featured
entertainer at the Armenian Studies -
Program’s 12th annual dinner on
Sunday, Mar. 15, in the Residence
Dining Facility.

A graduate of the University of
Southern California, Momijian is a
past national finalist in the Metro-
politan Opera Auditions and has
appeared with the Glimmerglass
Opera, Kentucky Opera, Opera San
Jose, and the Los Angeles Philhar-
monic, performing such roles as
Violetta, Susanna, Rosina, Gilda,
and many others.

The evening will begin with a recep-
tion at 4 p.m., followed by dinner
and a program that will recognize
last year's student recipients of
scholarships and grants.

Tickets are available at $40 per
person, with a special price of $10
for students. For more informa-
tion, call Ext. 8-2669. a
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Armenian

students

explore Valley farms

M Visit is part of project
aimed at helping
Armenian agriculture.

By Donald E. Coleman
The Fresno Bee

Only a few days into his visit
from Armenia to the Central San
Joaquin Valley," Koryun Grigo-
ryan knew he had much to learn.

Grigoryan, a professor of agri-
cultural economics at the Agri-
cultural Academy in Yerevan,
Armenia, is among a group of
seven students and three faculty
members exploring agriculture
in the Valley.

“What we’ve found out so far
is that the focus is on the con-
sumer,” Grigoryan said after vis-
iting the California Farm Equip-
ment Show and International
Exposition in Tulare last week.
“We have a lot of things to learn
in terms of serving the consumer
and getting produce from the
field to the marketplace without
losses.”

What better place to learn
than in Fresno, with its agricul-

ture similar to that of Armenia’s,
plus the largest population of Ar-
menian farmers outside that
country, and a university — Cal-
ifornia State University, Fresno
-— that boasts a prestigious Ar-
menian Studies Department.

The group visiting last week,
and another coming soon, are
participating in the Marketing
Assistance Project in Armenia.
The project was created by Fres-
no State and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture in 1995,

Its goal: To make Armenia ag-
riculturally self-sufficient.

With offices in Armenia and
Washington, D.C., and at Fresno
State, the project has helped cre-
ate a nationwide Agricultural
Extension Service, which assists

‘Armenian farmers and others,

and an aggressive agricultural
export program. It’s trying to
help the country move to a mar-
ket economy that is no longer
controlled by the government.
The project was launched with
a grant from the U.S. Agency for
International Development.
Within a year, its annual budget
has increased from $1.8 million

Darrell Wong — The Fresno Be

Learning. Mihran Movsisyan, left, and other Armenian students look
over farm equipment at Jensen Avenue and Highway 99 Friday.

to $6 million. Eighteen Fresno
State faculty members are in-
volved, along with 35 educators
from the Armenian Agricultural
Academy.

* “They’ll spend about two
weeks touring different kinds of
operations,” said William E.
Rice, Fresno State marketing
professor and the project’s direc-
tor. “They’ll look at transporta-
tion, processing, packaging, how

we get agricultural products ou
of the Valley.”

Gayane Mkrtchyan, wh
works for the Agricultural Acac
emy and acts as the group’s ir
terpreter, said participants hav
seen the large and small of
during this visit.

“We've seen the huge farm
and gotten a sense of what bi
industrialized agriculture i
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Darell Wong — The Fresno Be
Lesson. Levon Gulkhasian, left, Hayk Haykyan, center, and Vahe Heboyan listen to director Bill Rice Friday.

Armenia: Group visits U.S. farms

Continued from Page B1

like,” Mkrtchyan said. “In the
Soviet Union, we had collective
farms and didn’t have one farm-
er making decisions about huge
farms.”

She pointed out a visit to Har-
ris Ranch, with its restaurant
and motel in Coalinga. That’s an
example of one type of farm that
hasn’t been done in Armenia,
she said.

The group has traveled around
the Valley and will attend the

San Francisco International
Food Show later this month.
This will be the first year for
Armenia to display some prod-
ucts, Mkrtchyan said.

The products were grown with
help from Fresno State; they in-
clude items like red pepper jam
and various preserves made with
walnuts, rose petals, chocolate,
apricots and walnuts.

John R. Shields, a professor of
agricultural economics, has visit-
ed Armenia several times in the

past year and is preparing to
take off again Friday.

Shields has helped in strategic
planning for the academy and
developing a curriculum.

Involvement in a country like
Armenia has been “exciting and
intellectual,” he said, and has
helped him re-examine his whole
approach to teaching.

“We have a richer appreciation
of the things we do,” Shields
said. “It really forces us to grow,
and we’ll be better teachers.”
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Janet Momijian

. Janet Momjian to Headline
~ TFresno ASP Annual Dinner

FRESNO, CA — Oratorio and concert performer Janet Momjian will be the featured
entertainer-at the Armenian Studies Program 12th Annual Dinner, to be held at 5 pm
; ~on Sunday, March 15, in the Residence Dining Facility on the campus of California
: State University, Fresno. The evening will begin with a reception at 4 pm, and the din-
ner will follow at 5 pm. '

Janet Momjian is a native of California and a graduate of the Universily of Southern
California. She is a past national finalist in the Metropolitan Opera Auditions and has
appeared with the Glimmerglass Opera, Kentucky Opera, Opera San Jose and the Los
Angeles Philharmonic, performing such roles as Violetta, Susanna, Rosina, Gilda and
many others, )

She is an experienced oratorio and concert performer, having sung in Handel's The
Messiah and Mozarl's Requiem.

The Annual Dinner of the Armenian Studies Program will also recognize the 1997-
1998 student recipients of scholarships and grants.
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* “Janet Momjian to Headline ASP

Annual Dinner

"FRESNO, CA - Oratorio
and concert performer Janet
Momjian will be the featured
entertainer at the Armenian

~ Studies Program’S 12th An-

nual Dinner to be held at 5:00
p-m. on Sunday, March 15,
1998 in the Residence Dining

Facility on the campus of -

California State University,
Fresno. The evening will be-
gin with a reception at 4:00
p-m.

Janet Momjianis a native of .
California and a graduate of
the University of Southern
California. She is a past na-
tional finalist in the Metro-
politan Opera Auditions and
has .appeared with the
Glimmerglass Opera, Ken-
tucky Opera, Opera San Jose,
and the Los Angeles Philhar-
monic, performing such roles
as Violetta, Susanna, Rosina,
Gilda, and many others.

She is an experienced ora-
torio and concert singer hav-
ing sung in Handel’s The
Messiah and Mozart’s Re-
quiem.

- The Annual Dinner of the

PRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93740
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Janet Momjian

“Armenian Studies Program

will also recognize the 1997-

. 1998 student recipients of

scholarships and grants.

Tickets are available at S40
per person, with a special
price of S10 for students.

For more information
about the dinner, interested
individuals should contact
the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram at 278-2669.
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Janet Momijian Featured Entertainer at
the Fresno Armenian Studies Banquet

FRESNO - Oratorio and
concert performer Janet Mom-
jian will be the featured enter-
tainer at the Armenian Studies
Program 12th Annual Dinner
to be held at 5:00 p.m. on Sun-
day, March 15, 1998 in the
Residence Dinning Facility on
the campus of California State
University, Fresno. The even-
ing will begin with a reception
at 4:00 p.m.

Janet Momyjian is a native of
California and a graduate of the
University of Southern Cali-
fornia. She is a past national
finalist in the Metropolitan
Opera Auditions and has ap-.
peared with the Glimmerglass
Opera, Kentucky Opera, Opera
San Jose, and the Los Angeles
Philharmonic, performing such
roles as Violetta, Susanna,
. Rosina, Gilda, and many oth-

ers. - -

She is an experienced ora-
torio and concert singer having
sung in Handel's The Messiah
and Mozart’s Requiem.

The Annual Dinner of the
Armenian Studies Program will

>

also recognize the 1997-98
student recipients of ‘scholar-
ships and grants.

Tickets are available at $40
per person, with a special price
of $10 for students.

For more information about
the dinner, please contact the
Armenian Studies Program at
278-2669. :
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Kherdian and Hogrogian to Speak in Fresno

FRESNO - “An Evening
with Two Authors” will be held
on March 13th at 7:00 p.m. in
the St. Paul Haig Berberian
Hall, 3767 N. First St., Fresno.
David Kherdian and Nonny

Hogrogian, a husband-and-wife °

duo, will present their works.

Kherdian will present his
newest work, “I Called It
Home,” a novel that traces his
growing up in an Armenian
community in Racine, Wiscon-
sin. It is a sequel to his New-
bery Honor book, “The Road
Fr_om Home,” which tells the
story of his mother as a child in
Armenia through her migration
to America.

He is the author and editor
of over fifty books that include
novels, poetry, memoirs, chil-
dren’s books, critical studies,
translations, and retellings. His
awards -include the Jane Ad-
“dams Peace Award, the Friends
of American Writers Award,
and a nomination for The
. American book Award. Kher-
dian was a former editor of the
Ararat. quarterly, the founding
editor of Forkroads: A Journal
of Ethnic-American Literature.

and instructor at CSU, Fresno.
Hogrogian is well known as
an author and illustrator of
children’s books. Born in new
York City, she is a graduate of
Hunter College where she ma-
jored in art. She is a three-time
recipient of the Caldecott
Medal for her illustrations in
“One Fine Day,” “The Con-
test,” and “Always Room for
One More.” Her creative,
unique style of illustrating is
sought out by other authors as
well. Armenian folktales will
be the highlight of her presen-

tation.

David Kherdian and Nonny
Hogrogian are marricd and
recently moved from upstate
New York to Sebastopol, .
Clafiornia.

The event, co-sponsored by
the St. Paul Parish Mission
program and the Armenian
Studies Program of CSUF, is
being coordinated by Deacon
Allan Y. Jendian. It is open to
the public, and admission is
free. Books by both authors will
be available. for purchase and
autographing,
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FRESNO — Oratorio and corn-

Momjian Will Headline ASP Dmner

cert performer Jane Momjian will
be the featured entertainer at the
Armenian Studies Program 12th
Annual Dinner, March 135, at 5
p.m. in the Residence Dining
Facility on the campus of the
California State University, Fresno.
The event will begin with a recep-
tion at 4 p.m.

Momjian is a native of Cali-
fornia, and a USC graduate. She is
a past national finalist in the
Metropolitan Opera Auditions and
has appeared with the Glim-
merglass Opera, Kentucky Opera,
Opera San Jose, and the Los
Angeles Philharmonic.

She has sung in Handel’s Mes-
siah,, and Mozart’s Requiem.

. The annual dinner will also
recognize the 1997-98 student

Janet Momjian
recipients of scholarships and
grants.
Tickets are available at $40 per
person, student tickets are $10.
For more information, contact
the Armenian Studies Program at

-(209) 278-2668.
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Authors Kherdian, Hogrogian Will
Present Works March 13 at St. Paul

FRESNO — “An Evening With
Two Authors” will be held March
13 at 7 p.m. in St. Paul’s Haig
Berberian Hall, 3767 N. First St.,
in Fresno. David Kherdian and
Nonny Hogrogian, a husband-and-
wife team, will present their works.

Kherdian will present his new-
est works, J Called it Home, a novel
that traces his growing up in an
Armenian community in Racine,
Wisconsin. It is a sequel to his
Newbery Honor Book, The Road
From Home, which tells the story
of his mother as a child in Armenia
through her migration to America.

He is the author and editor of
over 50 books that include novels,
poetry, memoirs, children’s books,
critical studies, translations, and
retellings. His awards include the
Jane Addam Peace Award, the
Friends of American Writers
Award, and a nomination for the
American Book Award. Kherdian
was a former editor of the Ararat
Quarterly, the founding editor of

Forkroads: A Journal of Ethnic-
American Literature, and ins-
tructor at CSU, Fresno.
Hogrogian is well known as an
author and illustrator of children’s
books. Born in New York City, she
is a graduate of Hunter College
where she majored in art. She is a
three-time recipient of the Calde-
cott Medal for her illustrations in
One Fine Day, The Contest, and
Always Room for One More. Ar-
menian folktales will be the high-
light of her presentation.
Kherdian and Hogrogian re-
cently moved from upstate New
York to Sebastopol, California.
The March 13 event, co-spon-
sored by the St. Paul Parish Mis-
sion Program and the Armenian
Studies Program of CSUF, is being
coordinated by Deacon Allan Y.
Jendian.
Admission is free. Books by

both authors will be available for |

purchase and autographing.
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‘Musical menus
for every taste

By David Hale
The Fresno Bee
hatever your taste in music, you
s’s/ have a good chance to hear it
‘ during the coming week at
California State University, Fresno.

Consider the schedule:

B Thursday, guitarist David D.
Chapman of Sacramento will present a
concert of classical and flamenco works
at 8 p.m. in the Arthur G. Wahlberg
Recital Hall. Chapman is a student of
guitar professor Juan Serrano at Fresno; /
State and past winner of the Fresno
Guitar Society competition. Admission
will be free.

B The annual dinner of the universi-
ty’s Armenian Studies Program will be

- held next Sunday with a former Fresnan,
soprano Janet Momjian, as guest artist.

Momjian is a New York-based per-
former in opera and oratorio with creden-
tials that include performances with the

Please see Music, Page G4

‘Continued from Page G
Kentucky Opera, Opera San Jose
and the Los Angeles Philhar-
monic Orchestra. Her early per-
forming experience included mu-
sical activities at Hoover High
School. .
V" The dinner program slso will
feature 1997-98 student scholar-
ship and grant winners.

Tickets are $40, $10 for stu-
dents. The celebration vyill begin
at 4 p.m. in the university’s resi-
dence dining facility. Informa-
tion: 278-2669.
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Fresno Armenians -
Are Topic of New
CSUF Workshop

FRESNO - "Armenians in Fres-
na" is the topic of a twa-day
workshap at California State
University, Fresnq, organized by
‘the Pivision of Extended Division.

-The warkshap is scheduled for
March 20 fram 3 12 10 p.m., and
March 21, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m,,
in Roem 281 of the Universuys
~MeLape Hall.. .
~ Taught by instructor Barlow Der
-Mugrdechian, the lecturer for the
University's Armenian Studies
Program, the course is an infro-
duetion to the more than 100-year-
eld Armenian eommunity of Fres-
nqand the San Joaquin Valley. Cost
for the warkshap is $40 non-credit,

. For mare information, or 1o
register, contact. the Rivision. of
g';;gndcd Educauan, at (209) 278-
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Fresno Armenians Prepare Community-wide
Programs to Commemorate 1915 Genocide

FRESNO - The 83rd anni-

~ versary of the 1915 Armenian
. Genocide will be commemorated
in Fresno with a series of pro-

- grams starting on April 17.
The programs, sponsored by

- the Armenian Studies Program

and the Armenian Students Orga-
nization of Cal State, Fresno open
on campus with an April 17
. lecture and video presentation by

" Dr. Levon Marashlian, Professor
of History at Glendale Com-
munity College. Marashlian's
lecture is entitled "Turkish Revi-

sionism and the Armenian Geno-
cide."

On April 21, the "Back to Ara-
rat" Swedish-prepared film docu-
mentary will be shown,also on
campus, and will be followed by a
discussion. Campus events will be
held at 7 p.m., in the University
Business Center, Alice Peters
Auditorium, Room 191.

A candlelight vigil will be held
in front of the Fresno County
Courthouse Walkway, "M" and
Mariposa Streets on April 23, with
Armenian and English speakers,

film, and poetry reading. It is co-
sponsored by the ASO, Armenian
Youth Federation, and Homen-

- etmen Sassoon chapter.

- On April 24, arally will be held
at the Fresno State Free Speech
Area starting at 12 noon, with
guest and student speakers. A
panel discussion will follow.

Later that day, at 6:30 p.m.,
Armenian Martyrs Day will be
observed at a Comm{mity Ecu-
menical Service and Civic Com-
memoration at Holy Trinity Ar-
menian Apostolic Church. '
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Armenian genocide remembered

B Descendants at Fresno
State join International
Day of Remembrance.

By Donald E. Coleman
The Fresno Bee

It happened when most of
their grandparents and great-
grandparents were children,
but this generation remembers
the Armenian genocide.

“All we want is for them to
say they did it,” said Sosi Tho-
massian, 19, referring to the
Turkish government.

Thomassian joined others
Friday at California State Uni-
versity, Fresno, in honor of the
estimated 1.5 million Arme-
nians who perished at the
hands of Ottoman Turks. The
program began in 1915, wiped
out nearly two-thirds of the

Armenian population and
drove them from their home-
land. The Turkish government
denies it ever happened.

“We’ve grown up ‘with this
through our grandparents,”
said Rita Aramian, 19.

Aramian and other students
read poems commemorating
April 24, the International Day
of Remembrance.

Her poem was “The Dance”
by Siamanto. It describes the
death march of 20 maidens
forced into a vineyard and
made to dance naked for Turk-
ish soldiers. “They were told
they had to dance to death,
and they were then burned
with kerosene,” Aramian said.

The soldier who carried out
the vile act committed suicide
“and yet people still deny it
happened,” Aramian said.

About 150 people — most

wearing black — gathered at
the campus Free Speech Area
for the remembrance.

“It’s important,” Thomas-
sian said. “It’s all we have,
even though it is the past. If
you don’t remember the past,
you're growing out of the fu-
ture.”

April 24 has been estab-
lished by the state Legislature
as “California Day of Remem-
brance of the Armenian Geno-
cide of 1915-1923.”

A model of the Armenian
Martyr’s Monument in Yere-
van, Armenia, was constructed
by students for the service.

Twelve slabs on the monu-
ment represent the 12 pro-
vinces of Armenia taken over
by the Turks and the more
than 6-foot-tall sphere repre-
sents the diaspora, said Talin

Mekhitarian, 19.
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ACADEMIA :

Canadian Scholar
Appointed at Fressw State

“The appointment of Dr. Isabel Kaprielian to the
Henry S. Khanzadian Kazan Professor of
Modem Armenian and Immigration History at
California State University Fresno adds a

different perspective to the university’s
* Armenian studies courses.

The Kazan Endowment is intended to
develop a major emphasis on Armenian
immigration history, Armenians in the diaspora,
their immigration and settlement in North
'America, the Armenian Genocide, and modern
Armenian history. CSU Fresno recently
awarded Professor Kaprielian a Legislative
Grant to start up a social history project focusing

--on the history of Armenians in Fresno County
and to collect archival material, such as
photographs and documents, relating to that
experience. Discussions are also underway with
the Armenian American Citizens’ League
regarding using Prof. Kaprielian’s advice and
expertise in establishing a museurn of Armenian
artifacts pertaining to settlement in the San
Joaquin Valley. “Because the Armenian
community in Fresno has thrived for over a
.century, it deserves to be examined by scholars
interested in how a diaspora group evolves and
flourishes, how it balances a commitment to its
cultural heritage rooted in the old land and its
commitment to the cultural richness of the new
land,” Kaprielian remarked.

She is a professor in the History Department
and is also cross-appointed to the Armenian
‘Studies Program at Fresno State. “In addition
‘to undergraduate programs, the History
Department offers master’s programs. We are
hoping to expand the graduate component of
“Armenian history in the future,” Kaprielian
‘added. Her special areas of teaching and
research include: immigration and ethnic

Dr. Isabel Kaprielian

conference proceedings. She has also presented
papers at the Social Science History Association
annual meetings in the US and has spoken at
international congresses in Europe such as
“Children: War and Persecution,” held at
Hamburg University, in Germany.

A prolific writer, Kaprielian has authored
more than thirty scientific articles, four books
and a variety of materials for schools.
Kaprielian’s books include: The Pulse of the
World: Refugees in our Schools, Facing
Pluralism: The Future of Francophone and
Acadian Communities in a Pluralistic Society,
and Polyphony: Armenians in Ontario. She was
a co-author of Looking into My Sister’s Eyes:
and Exploration in Women’s History, which
won the Marion Porter Prize. She has also
contributed chapters to Armenian Women in a
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studies, genocide and renewal, the Armenian
diaspora, refugees, education of minorities, and
the history of women and children.

- Shortly after taking up her post at Fresno
.- State last year, Kaprielian organized a
- symposium that drew an overflow audience to
- the Alice Peters auditorium. Entitled
-, “Armenians in the Raisin Industry: 1890-1990,”
. the symposium brought together academics and
. community participants to discuss one of the
¢ most successful branches of Armenian endeavor
. in the San Joaquin valley. Because of the
- community’s interest in the topic, the papers
.~ from the symposium are now being compiled
- into a book.

Fresno State attracted Prof. Kapnehan from
a senior research post at the Ontario Institute
for Studies in Education of the University of
Toronto, where she was known as a scholar of
Armmenians in Canada and of issues related to
immigration, the Armenian Genocide, and
refugee settlement and rehabilitation.

In Toronto she also taught in graduate and
undergraduate programs at Ryerson
Polytechnic University, York University, and
the University of Toronto.

Kaprielian has presented academic papers
in many forums in Canada, the Unites States,
Armenian, and Europe. She recently gave a
paper at the Paris Conference of the Armenian
- International Women’s Association entitled
" “Intermarriage: Integration or Alienation?’ The
"paper, which examines the . issue of

intermarriage within the scope of community
‘development, will appear shortly in the :

Changing World, La Langue  Armenienne:
Defis et Enjeux, and Reform and Relevance in

Schooling: Dropouts, Destreaming and the

Common Curriculum. Other recent publications
have appeared in such scholarly journals as the
Canadian Historical Review, the Journal of
American Ethnic History, the International
Migration Review, The Armenian Review, and
the International Journal of Education.

In addition to her scholarly work, Prof.
Kaprielian has produced three video
documentaries in Armenian and English about
Armenian picture brides and Armenian orphans
following the Genocide. Themes relating to
family and community are extremely important
in her writing, particularly as they portray the
story of the revival of community life after the
Genocide.

Kaprielian_has received many honors

notably doctoral and post doctoral fellowships
granted by the Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council of Canada, the University of
Toronto Open Doctoral Fellowship, and the
Ivey Award. Dr. Kaprielian’s major history of
Armenians in Canada entitled Like Our
Mountains: Armenians in Canada, is
forthcoming. Her current research and writing

- focus ‘on Armenian orphans and orphanages

after World War L.
- Topursue r&search, Kaprielian has received

_ A grants from the Social Sciences and Humanities

Research Council of Canada, the Ontario

Govemnment, and the University of Toronto, in ‘

addition to the Legislative Grant mentloned

" “above from CSU Fresno. - E
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:FRESNO, CA - The appointment of Dr.
Isabel Kaprielian as the Henry S. Khanzadian

* Kazan Professor of Modern Armenian and
-* Immigration History at State University

Fresno adds a different perspective to the uni-
versity’s Armenian studies courses.

" The Kazan Endowment is intended to devel
op.a major emphasis on American immigration
history, Armenians in the Diaspora, their immi-
gration and settlement in North America, the

. Armenian Genocide and modern Armenian
history. CSU Fresno recently awarded
Professor Kaprielian a Legislative Grant to
start up a social history project focusing on the
history of Armenians in Fresno County and to
collect archival material, such as photographs
and documents, relating to that experience.

“ Discussions are also underway with the

. Armenian American Citizens’ League regard-
ing using Kaprielian’s advice and expertise in
establishing a museum of Armenian artifacts
pertaining to settlement in the San Joaquin

" Valley. “Because the Armenian community in

"Fresno has thrived for over a century, it
deserves to be examined by scholars interested

in how a diaspora group evolves and flourish- _

es, how it balances a commitment to its cul-
tural heritage rooted in the old land and its
commitment to the cultural richness of the
new land,” Prof. Kaprielian remarked.
Kaprielian is a professor in the History
Department and is also crossappointed to the

- Armenian Studies Program at Fresno State.

“In addition to undergraduate programs, the
History Department offers master’s programs.
We are hoping to expand the graduate com-

- ponent of Armenian history in the future,”

Kaprielian notes. Her special areas of teaching
" and research include: immigration and ethnic

studies, genocide and renewal, the Armenian .

- diaspora, refugees, education of minorities and .

the history of women and children.
Shortly after taking up her post at Fresno

fiCﬁIlEldiﬂ.Il Scholzir' Appointed to
- Professorship at Fresno State

State last year, Kaprielian organized a sympo :
sium that drew an overflow audience to the .

Alice Peters auditorium. Entitled “Armenians
in the Raisin Industry: 1890:00,” the sympo-
sium brought together academics and commu-
nity participation to discuss one of the most
successful branches of Armenian endeavor in
the San Joaquin valley. Because of the com-
munity’s interest in the topic, the papers from
the symposium are now being compiled into a
book.

Fresno State attracted Kaprielian from a
senior research post at the Ontario Institute
for Studies in Education of the University of
Toronto, where she was known as a scholar of
Armenians in Canada and of issues related to
immigration, the Armenian Genocide, and
refugee settlement and rehabilitation. In
Toronto she. also taught in graduate and
undergraduate programs at  Ryerson
Polytechnic University, York University and the
University af Toronto. .

Kaprielian has presented academic papers in
many forums in Canada, the United States,
Armenia and Europe. She recently gave a
paper at the Paris Conference of the Armenian
International Women's Association entitled
“Intermarriage: Integration or Aliénation?”
The paper, which examines the issue of inter-
marriage within the scope of community devel-
opment, will appear shortly in the conference
proceeding. She has also presented papers at
the Social Science History Association annual
meetings in the US and has spoken at inter-
national congresses in Europe such as
“Children: War and Persecution,” held at
Hamburg University, Germany.

A prolific writer, Kaprielian has authored
more than 30 scientific articles, four books
and a variety of materials for schools. Her
books include: The Pulse of the World:
Refugees in our Schools, Facing Pluralism:
the Future of Francophone and Acadian

Dr. Isobe! Keorielian

Communities in a Pluralistic Society, and
Polyphony: Armenians in Ontario. She wes a
coauthor of Looking into My Sister’s Eyes:
an Exploration in Women's History, which
won the Marion Porter Prize.

In addition to her scholarly work., Professor
Kaprielian has produced three video docu-
mentaries in Armenian and English about
Armenian picture brides and Armenian
orphans following the Genocide. Themes relat-
ing to family and community are extremely
important in her writing, particularly as they
portray the story of the revival of community
life after the Genocide.

Dr. Kaprielian has received many honors
notably doctoral and post doctoral fellowships
granted by the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council of Canada, the
University of Toronto Open  Doctoral
Fellowship and the Ivey Award. Dr.
Kaprielian's major history of Armenians in
Canada entitled Like our Mountains:
Armenians in Canada, if forthcoming Her
current. research and writing focus on
Armenian orphans and orphanages after
World War L o
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SUBJECT Kaprielian Appointed

Prof. Isabel Kaprielian Adds Perspective
To CSUF's Armeman Studles Program

" FRESNO - The appointment of

Dr. Isabel Kaprielian to the Henry
S. Khanzadian Kazan Professor of -

Modern Armenian and Immigration
Hxstory at California State Uni-
versity, Fresno adds a different
perspective to the university's
Armeman studies courses.

. The Kazan Endowment is inten-
ded to develop a major emphasis on
American immigration history,
Armenians in the diaspora, their
immigration and settlement in North
America, the Armenian Genocide,
and modern Armenian history.

- CSU Fresno recently awarded
Dr. Kaprielian a Legislative Grant,
to start up a social history project
focusmg on the history of Ar-
- menians in Fresno County and to
collect archival material, such as
photographs and documents. Dis-
cussion are also underway with the
Armenian American szens Lea-
gue regarding using Dr. Kagnehan s
adv1ce and expertise in establishin g
a _museum of Armenian artlfacts
penammg to settlement in the San
Joaquin Valley. A
_"Because the Armenian com-

munity in Fresno has thrived for -

over a century, it deserves to be
examined by scholars interested in
how a diaspora group evolves and
flourishes, how it balances a com-
mitment to its cultural heritage
rooted in the old land, and its
commitment to the cultural richness

of the new land," Prof. Kaprielian

rémarked

- She is a professor in the History

Department and is also cross ap-
pointed to the Armenian Studies

Program at Fresno State. She said -

she is hoping to expand the graduate

"Prof. Isabel Kaprielian

- component of the Armenian history
in the future. Her special areas of
teaching and research include
immigration and ethnic studies,

genocide and renewal, the Ar-
menian diaspora, refugees, edu-
cation of minorities, and the history

“of women and children.

~Shortly after taking up her >post
"See Dr. Kaprielian...on Page 2
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Canadian Scholar ébpointed
To Endowed Professorship
At Fresno State

FRESNO, CA - The appointment of Dr. Isabel Kaprielian to
the Henry S. Khanzadian Kazan Professor of Modern Armenian
and Immigration History at
California State University
Fresno adds a different per-
spective to the university’s
Armenian studies courses.

The Kazan Endowment
is intended to develop a
major emphasis on Ameri-
can immigration history,
Armenians in the diaspora,
their immigration and
settlement in  North
America, the Armenian
Genocide, and modern Ar-
menian history. CSU
Fresno recently awarded
Professor Kaprielian a Leg-
islative Grant to start up a
social history project focus-
ing on the history of Armenians in Fresno County and to collect
archival material, such as photographs and documents, relating
lo that experience.

Dr. Isabel Kaprielian

Continued on p. 28

Discussions are also underway
with the Armenian American
Citizens’ League regarding us-
ing Prof. Kaprielian’s advice and
cxpémﬁlishing a mu-
seum of Armenian artifacts per-
taining to settlement in the San
Joaquin Valley. “Because the .
Armenian community in Fresno
has thrived for over a century, it
deserves to be examined by
scholars interested in how a
diaspora group cvolves and
flourishes, how it balances a
commitment 1o its cultural heri-
tage rooted in the old land and
its commitment to the cultural
richness of the new land,” Prof.
Kapriclian remarked.

She is a professor in the His-
tory Department and is also
cross-appointed to the Armentan
Studies Progriun at Fresno State.
“In addition o undergraduate
programs, the History Depart-
ment offers master’s programs.
We are hoping to expand the
graduate component of” Arme-
nian history in the l'ulurc,"M
Kapriclian added. Her special
arcas of teaching and research
include: immigration and ethnic
studies, genocide and renewal,
the Armenian diaspora, relugees,
cducation of minoritics, and the
history of women and children.

Shortly after taking up her post
at Fresno State last year, Prof,
Kapriclian organized a sympo-
stum that drew an overflow au-
dicnce to the Alice Peters audi-
torium. Entitled “Armenians in
the Raisin Industry: 1890-90,”
the symposium brought together
academics and community par-
ticipants to discuss one of the
most successful branches ol Ar-
menian endecavor in the San
Joaquin Valley. Because of the
community's interest in the
lopic, the papers from the sym-
posium are now being compiled
into a book.

Fresno State attracted Prof.
Kaprielian from a senior research
post at the Ontario Institute for
Studies in Education of the Uni-
versity of Toronto, where she
was known as a scholar of Ar-
menians in Canada and of issucs
related to immigration, the Ar-
menian Genocide, and refugec
settlement and rehabilitation. In
Toronto she also taught in gradu-
ate and undergraduate programs
at Ryerson Polytechnic Univer-
sity, York University, and the
University of Toronto.

Prof. Kapriclian has presented
academic papers in many forums
in Canada, the United Suates,
Armenia, and Europe. She re-
cently gave a paper at the Paris
Conference of the Armenian In-
ternational Women's Associa-
tion entitled “Intermarriage: In-
tegration or Alienation?” The
paper, which examines the issue
of intermarriage within the scope
of community development, will

appear shortly in the conference
proceedings. She has also pre-
sented papers at the Social Sci-
ence History Association annual
meetings in the US and has spo-
ken atinternational congresses in
Europe such as “Children: War
and Persecution,” held at Ham-
burg University, in Germany.
A prolific writer, Prof.
Kapriclian has authored more

than thirty scientific articles, four *

books and a variety of materials
for schools. Prol. Kaprielian's
books include: The Pulseof the
World: Refugees in our
Schools, Facing Pluralism: the
Future of Francophone and
Acadian Communities in a Plu-
ralistic Society, and Polyphony:
Armenians in Ontario. She
was the co-author of Looking
into My Sister’s Eyes: an Ex-
ploration in Women’s History,
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which won the Marion Porter
Prize. She has also contributed
chapters 10 Armenian Women
in a Changing World, La
Langue Armenienne: Defis et
Enjeux, and Reform and Rel-
evance in Schooling: Dropouts,
Destreaming and the Common
Curriculum. Other recent pub-
lications have appeared in such
scholarly journals as Canadian
Historical Review, Journal of
American Ethnic History,
International Migration Re-
view, The Armenian Review,
and International Journal of
Education.

In addition to her scholarly
work, Professor Kapriclian has
produced three video documen-
tarics in Arnmenian and English
about Armenian picture brides
and Armenian orphans following
the Genocide. Themes relating to
family and community are ex-
tremely important in her writing,
particularly as they portray the
story of the revival of commu-
nity life after the Genocide.

Dr. Kapriclian has received
many honors, notably doctoral
and post-doctoral fellowships
granted by the Social Sciences
and Humanities Research Coun-
cil of Canada, the University of
Toronto Open Doctoral Fellow-
ship, and the Ivey Award. Dr.
Kaprielian's major history of
Armenians in Canada entitled
Like Our Mountains: Arme-
nigns in Canada, is forthcom-
ing. Her current research and *
writing focus on Armenian or-
phans and orphanages after
World War 1.

-To pursue research, Dr,
" Kapriclian_has received grants
from the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council of
Canada, the Ontario Govern-
ment, and the University of
Toronto, in addition to the Leg-
islative Grant mentioned above
from CSU Fresno.
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Concert features Armenian painters’ works

THE FRESNO BEE

The paintings of William Saroyan and
other outstanding artists of Armenian
descent will be represented in Karoon, a
celebration of spring, art and music at 3
p.m. next Sunday in the Concert Hall at
California State University, Fresno.

Maria Amirkhanian, 26, is an award-
winning pianist and alumni of Fresno
State. She'll be heard in selections by
Schumann, Liszt and Rachmaninoff.

Aroussiak Baltaian, a violinist, and
her brother Sarkis Baltaian, a pianist
from Bulgaria by way of London and
partially educated in the United States,
will perform as a duo and as soloists.

The Baltaians are the children of Garo

Baltaian, composer and former professor
at the Academy of Arts in Plovdiv,
Bulgaria. Their contributions will
include pianist Baltaian in Mussorgsky’s
“Pictures at an Exhibition,” a Sarasate
piece by violinist Baltaian, Cesar
Frank’s “Sonata in A major” for violin
and piano and selections by Armenian
composers including their father.

Violinist Aroussiak Baltaian, 28, is a
well-traveled concert artist who has
performed and won prizes in a number
of competitions in both Eastern Europe
and the United States. Sarkis, 22, won
awards in Bulgaria and the Czech
Republic and is finishing up in the
University of Southern California school

of music.

Saroyan will be represented by works
from the William Saroyan Foundation’s
archives at Stanford. Those paintings
will be for viewing only, but oils by
Robbie Setrakian and watercolors by
Norma Yaglijian will be for sale.

Proceeds will go to the Fresno chapter
of the Armenian General Benevolent.
Union which is presenting the concert.
with the cooperation of the Armenian
Studies Program at Fresno State. A
reception will follow the concert.

Admission will be $15 general and $7
for students. Information: 278-2669
(days) or 298-1111 or 439-492131
(evenings).
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California State University Helps Weslernize

Armenian Agricultural Academy

FRESNO, CA — Once considered the premier
educational institution of its kind, the
Armenian Agricultural Academy in Yerevan is
struggling to find its place in a country where
land privatization and shifting economy have
transformed the role of agriculture in this
newly independent nation.

Experts agree that in order for the Academy
to reclaim its leadership in Armenian agricul-
ture, it must adapt to rapidly changing econom-
ic conditions throughout the Caucasus. That
means developing westernized curricula,
acquiring modern teaching methods and
resources, intergrating technology and even
refurbishing classrooms.

It was in 1992 that the US Agency for
International Development (USAID) first recog:
nized the need to assist Armenia in making the
shift toward a westernized economy. That long-
term strategy includes developing a nationwide
agricultural extension service and an aggressive
export program.

In 1995, California State University, Fresno
was chosen from a nationwide pool of universi-
ties to administer the academic portion of the
grant, concentrating on specific needs of the
Academy. According to USDA officials, CSU

" Fresno was the perfect match to help change
the landscape of the Academy.

other classroom equipment, which Rice plans to
ship in bulk to Armenia at the end of May.

Other projects include the design of a web
site for the Academy, renovation of the school’s
facilities, revamping administration procedures,
establishing a career placement office and the
creation of a $100,000 endowment.

The Armenian Agricultural Academy was
founded in 1928 and currently has 45 depart-
ment chairs. Students can spetialize in 26
professions with doctoral theses possible in
five areas: Agronomy, Farm Mechanization
and Machines, Food Technology, Cattle
Breeding and Zoverterinary. Currently, there

“CSUF has a combination of elements that
no other university can offer to the Academy,
namely a premier Armenian Studies depart-
ment, a very strong and supportive Diaspora, a
leading agricultural school and outstanding
business school,” explained Dr. Bill Rice, pro-
fessor of marketing at CSUF and director of the
project in the US.

Rice "outlined four areas of assistance that
CSUF has been implementing at the Academy.
The first has been to completely modernize the
courses that have been traditionally offered.
CSUF is also integrating current teaching tech-
nology into the Academy’s classrooms, includ-
ing the development of labs and introduction of
computers and audio/visual equipment.

Increasing student involvement at the
Academy has also been a priority. Faculty devel-
opment remains one of the highest priorities of
the project, according to Rice, and the chal-
lenge is to train Academy teachers to shift from
a reading mode %o an exploratory mode during
classroom time.

Perhaps CSUF's biggest contribution-to date
has been to coordinate donations of nearly
100,000 textboks and 50 computers to the
Academy to help increase what Rice calls the
“information process.” In fact, donations are
still being accepted for computers, bookf. and

are 75 students taking post-graduate courses
and some 4,300 students enrolled in under-
graduate programs. The 45 chairs have a staff
of 419 lecturers.

According to Armen Khachatrian, rector of
the Armenian Agricultural Academy, the bene-
fits to the Academy and to Armenia are pro-
found. “CSUF is helping to bring the graduates
of the Academy a window to the world that they
are not going to get from any other institution.
Our graduates will become world citizens who
know how to play on the chessboard of eco-
nomic change,” Khachatrian said. “That is a
positive step for the future of Armenia.”
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California State University, Fresno Helps to
Westernize, Modernize Armenian Agricultural
Academy in Yerevan

California State

FRESNO. CA - Once consid-
cred the premier educational in-
sutution of its kind. the Arme-
nian Agricultural Acndctmy in
T ovan is struggling to find its

- place in a country where land p-
_rivatization and a shifting

cconomy have transformed the
role of agriculture in this newly
independent nation.

Experts agree that in order for
the Academy o reclaim its lead-
crship in Armcnian agriculture,
it must adapt to rapidly chang-
ing cconomic conditions
throughout the Caucasus. That
means developing westernized
curricula, acquiring modern
teaching methods and resourccs,
integrating tcchnology and cven
refurbishing classrooms -- the
ingredients necessary to guide
thec Academy in its ncw role
within a market economy.

It was in 1992 that the US.

Agency for International Devel-
opment (USAID) first recog-
nized the need to assist Armcnia
in making the shift toward a
westernized economy. That

fotpady st e iR

long-term strategy mcludes de-
veloping a nationwide agricul-
tural extension service and an
aggressive export program that
would allow Armenia to become
scellf-sufficient in agriculturc.
Subscquent funding, adminis-
tered through the US Department
of Agriculture, quickly cstab-
lished the USDA Marketing As-
sistance Project in Armenia, and
the Academy was to become a
special focus of the effort.

In 1995, California Statc Uni-
versity, Fresno was chosen [rom
a nationwide pool of universitics
to administer the academic por-

“tion of the grant, concentrating

on specific needs of the Acad-
emy. According to USDA offi-
cials, CSU Fresno was thc per-
fcct match to help change the
landscape of the Academy.

The Central San Joaquin Val-
ley has similar agricultural prac-
tices as Armenia, and CSUF is one

Continued on p. 23

University, Fresno Helps
to Westernize, Modernize
Armenian Agricultural
Academy in Yerevan
Continued from p. 22

of the leading agricultural institu-
tions in the nation, with a faculty
experienced in working outside
the US in developing economic
training and providing educational
experiences for students. The uni-
versity also boasts one of the most
active Armenian Studies pro-
grams in the country with
longstanding tics with Armenia.
Dr. Bill Rice, Professor of
Marketing at CSUF and Direc-
tor of the Project in the US, has
identified four areas of assistance
that CSUF has been implement-
ing at the Academy: complete
modernization of the courses;

_increasing student involvement;

faculty ‘development; and coor- -

dination of donations of ncarly
100,000 textbooks and 50 com-
puters to the Academy to help
increasc what Rice calls the
“information process.”

Other projects include the design
of a web site for the Academy, reno-
vation of the school’s facilitics, re-
vamping administration procedures,
establishing a carcer placement of-
fice and the creation of a $100,000
endowment.
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Kaprielian, Peroomian and Jendian Present Papers
at Annual Conference of NAES Held in Fresno

FRESNO - Matthew Ari
Jendian presented his research
at the 26th Annual Conference
of the National Association for
Ethnic Studies, held in Fresno,
California, March 25-29.

The session, “Ethnic lden-
tity .in  North America: The
Armenians,” was organized by
Dr. Isabel Kaprielian, the
Kazan Professor of Modern
Armenian  and Immigration
History at California State Uni-
versity, Fresno, who presented
“Armenian Neighborhoods:
Their Rise and Fall.” Dr. Ru-
bina Peroomian (UCLA) read
“Literature as Witness to the
Formation and Transformation
of the Armenian-American
Ethnic Identity.” Jendian’s pa-
per entitled “Family Relations
and Community Relations of
Intermarried Armenian Cou-
ples,” emerged from his back-
ground research and pilot study
for his Ph.D. dissertation in
progress at the University of
Southern California. The ses-
sion was lively, as the papers
sparked interesting, discussion.

From interviews with in-
termarried couples (one spouse
Armenian), Jendian found that
these couples were more in-
volved with the Armenian side
of the family, even when their
non-Armenian relatives  lived
Just as close. Furthermore, the
non-Armenian  spouscs  were
very understanding, of the ten-
dency to spend more time with
the Armenian in laws. With

Left to right:

Isabel Kaprielian, Rubina Peroomian and

Matthew Jendian.

regard to the Armenian com-
munity, however, the couples
were less involved. Jendian
noted, “What appears to be
most important in determining
the level of involvement of the
non-Armenian spouse, and the
couple, in general, is the extent
to which the Armenian spouse
identifies with being Armenian,
deems it important, and shoes
an interest and is involved with
the Armenian Church and
community.” This dynamic
suggests that strengthening the
connection between- the Arme-
nian community and its mem-
bers will ensure its survival,
despite assimilation inevitabili-
ties.

Matthew Jendian graduated
from California State Univer-
sity, Fresno in 1991 with a BA
in Sociology, while minoring in
Psychology and  Armcnian
Studies. He received his MA in
Sociology in 1995 at the Uni-

N
versity of Southern California.
Currently, he is a doctoral
candidate in the Department of
Sociology at USC and teaching
part time at CSU, Fresno. Su-
pervising the dissertation re-
search is Dr. H. Edward Rans-
ford, chair of the committee,
and Professors Richard Hrair
Dekmejian and Roseann Giar-
russo.

Soon, Jendian will mail a
survey to Armenian-American
households randomly selected
from the Haines Criss-Cross
Directory of the San Joaquin
Valley. To be considered a valid
and scientific study, more than
50% of the respondents, who
will remain anonymous, must
complete and return the survey.
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Jendian Presents Research & Conducts Survey Of
Central California Armenians

FRESNO, CA - Matthew Ari
Jendian presented his research at
the 26th Annual Conference of
the National Association for Eth-
nic Studies, held here March 25-
29. The session, “Ethnic Identity
in North America: The Arme-
nians,” was organized by Dr._
Isabel Kaprielian, the Kazan
Professor of Modern Armenian
and Immigration History at Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno,
who presented “Armenian
Neighborhoods: Their Rise and
Fall.” Dr. Rubina Peroomian
(UCLA) read “Literature as Wit-
ness to the Formation and
Transformation of the Arme-
nian-American Ethnic Identity.”

Jendian’s paper, entitled
“Family Relations and Commu-
nity Relations of Intermarried
Armenian Couples,” emerged
from his background research
and pilot study for his Ph.D.
dissertation in progress at the
University of Southern Cali-
fornia. The session was lively, as
the papers sparked interesting
discussion.

From interviews with inter-
married couples (one spouse Ar-
menian), Jendian found that
these couples were more in-
volved with the Armenian side
of the family, even when their
non-Armenian relatives lived

{l. to r.) Isabel Kaprielian, Rubina Peroomian, Matthew Jendian

just as close. Furthermore, the
non-Armenian spouses were
very understanding of the ten-
dency to spend more time with
the Armenian in-laws. With re-
gard to the Armenian commu-
nity, however, the couples were
less involved. ,
Jendian noted, *““What appears
to be most important in deter-
mining the level of involvement
of the non-Armenian spouse, and
the couple, in general, is the ex-
tent to which the Armenian
spouse identifies with being Ar-
menian, deems it important, and
shows an interest and is involved
with the Armenian Church and/
or community.” This dynamic
suggests that strengthening the
connection between the Arme-
nian community and its members

will ensure its survival, despite
assimilation inevitabilities.
Matthew Jendian graduated
from California State University,
Fresno in 1991 with a B.A. in

“Sociology, while minoring in

Psychology and Armenian Stud-
ies. He received his M.A. in
Sociology in 1995 at the Univer-
sity of Southern California. Cur-
rently, he is a doctoral candidate
in the Department of Sociology
at USC and teaching part time at
CSU, Fresno. Supervising the
dissertation research is Dr. H.
Edward Ransford, chair of the
committee, and Professors Rich-
ard Hrair Dekmejian and
Roseann Giarrusso.

Soon, Jendian will mail a sur-
vey to Armenian-American
households randomly selected
from the Haines Criss-Cross Di-
rectory of the San Joaquin Val-
ley. To be considered a valid and
scientific study, more than 50%
of the respondents, who will re-
main anonymous, must complete
and return the survey.
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Research on California Armenians Yields Interesting Results

FRESNO, CA — Matthew Ari Jendian present-
ed his research at the 26th Annual Conference
of the National Association for Ethnic Studies,
held here March 25-29. The session, “Ethnic
Identity in North America: The Armenians,” was
organized by Dr. Isabel Kaprielian, the Kazan
Professor of Modern Armenian and Immigration

History at California State University, Fresno,

who presented “Armenian Neighborhoods:
Their Rise and Fall.” Dr. Rubina Peroomian
(UCLA) read “Literature as Witness to the
Formation and Transformation of the Armenian-
American Ethnic Identity.” Jendian’s paper,
titled “Family Relations and Community
Relations of Intermarried Armenian Couples,”
emerged from his background research and pilot
study for his Ph.D. dissertation in progress at
the University of Southern California. The ses-
sion was lively, as the papers sparked interesting
discussion.

From interviews with intermarried couples
(one spouse Armenian), Jendian found that
these couples were more involved with the
Armenian side of the family, even when their
non-Armenian relatives lived just as close.
Furthermore, the non-Armenian spouses were
understanding of the tendency to spend more
time with the Armenian in-laws. With regard to
the Armenian community, however, the couples
were less involved. Jendian noted, “What
appears to be most important in determining
the level of involvement of the non-Armenian
spouse, and the couple, in general, is the extent
to which the Armenian spouse identifies with
being Armenian, deems it important, and shows
an interest and is involved with the Armenian
Church and/or community.” This dynamic sug-
gests that strengthening the connection
between the Armenian community and its
members will ensure its survival, despite assim-

ilation inevitabilities. _

Jendian graduated from California State
University, Fresno in 1991 with a BA. in sociol-
ogy, while minoring in psychology and
Armenian Studies. He received his MA. in soci-
ology in 1995 at the University of Southern
California. Currently, he is a doctoral candidate
in the Department of Sociology at USC and
teaching part time at CSU, Fresno. Supervising
the dissertation research is Dr. H. Edward

Ransford, chair of the committee, and
Professors Richard Hrair Dekmejian and
Roseann Giarrusso.

Soon, Jendian will mail a survey to Armeénian-
American households randomly selected from
the Haines Criss-Cross Directory of the San
Joaquin Valley. To be considered a valid and sci-
entific study, more than 50 percent of the
respondents, who will remain anonymous, must
complete and return the survey.
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From left to right, Dr. Isabel Kaprielian, Dr. Rubina Peroomian, and

Matthew Jendian.

Research on Armenian Intermarriage
Presented at CSU, Fresno Conference

FRESNO -- Matthew Ari Jen-
dian presented his research at the
26th annual Conference of the.
National Association for Ethnic
Studies, held in Fresno this spring.

The session, "Ethnic Identity in
North America: The Armenians,"

was organized by Dr. Isabel Kaprie-
lian, the Kazan Professor of Modern

Armenian and Immigration History .

at California Statc University,
Fresno. She presented "Armenian
Neighborhoods: Their Rise and
Fall."

Dr. Rubina Peroomian (UCLA)
read "Literature as Witness to. the
Formation and Transformation of
the Armenian-American Ethnic
Identity."

Jendian's paper, entitled "Family
Relations and Community Relations
of Intermarried Armenian Cou-
ples," emerged from his background
research and pilot study for his
Ph.D. dissertation in progress at
USC.

From interviews with inter-

married couples (one spouse Ar-
menian), Jendian found that these
couples were more involved with
the Armenian side of the family,
even when their non-Armenian
relatives lived just as close. Further-
more, Jendian found. the non-
Armenian spouses were very under-
standing of the tendency to spend
more time with the Armenian in-,

laws.
With regard to the Armenian
community, however, the couples
See Research...on Page 2

Continued on Page 1

were less involved, Jendian noted.

"What appears to be more im-
portant in determining the level of
involvement of the non-Armenian
spouse, and the couple, in general,
is the extent to which the Armenian
spouse identifies with being Ar-
menian, deems it important, shows
an interest and is involved with the
Armenian Church and/or the com-
munity."

Jendian graduated from CSUF in
1991 with a BA in Sociology, while
minoring in Psychology and Ar-
menian Studies. He received his
MA in Sociology in 1995 at USC.

-Currently, he is a doctoral candidate

at the USC Department of Socio-
logy, and teaching part time at
CSUF. Supervising the dissertation
research is committee chair Dr. H.
Edward Ransford, and Professor
Richard H. Dekmejian and Roseann
Giarrusso.

Soon, Jendian will mail a survey
to Armenian-American households
selected from the Haines Cross-
Cross Directory of the San Joaquin
Valley. To be considered a valid and
scientific study, more than 50% of.
the respondents, who will remain
anonymous, must complete and
return the survey.
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Film Foundation Receives Grants from
California Council for the Humanities

THOUSAND OAKS, CA - The
Armenian Film Foundation recei-
ved two matching grants in May and
June from the California Council for
the Humanities to adapt the film
From Bitlis to Fresno for public
television.

The first grant for $750 enabled
the Film Foundation to hold a
teleconference between humanities
scholars in Fresno and Los Angeles.

"Based on the success of this
conference, the California Council
for the Humanities invited us to
apply for a script development
grants for $10,000" said film
producer Dr. J. Michael Hagopian.

Participants of the telecon-
ference were Dr. Peter Cowe,
Professor of Armenian Language
and Culture at UCLA, Barlow
Megerdichian of the Armenian
Studies Program at California State
University at Fresno, and Dr. Mary

Margaret Locke, chair of the Socio-

‘logy Department of California

Lutheran University, of Thousands
Oaks. Dr. Hagopian chaired the
conference and Barbara Gilmore,
associate producer of the film,
arranged and managed the event.

The original film was produced
last year, with special treatment of
the Karabian family in Fresno. The
film is a saga of Krikor Karabian
(attorney Walter Karabian's great
uncle) who left the highlands of
Bitlis and resettled in Fresno in
1896.

This was the third grant received
within the space of one month by
the AFF. The first was a $20,000
grant from the National Endowment
for the Arts for the Witnesses film
project.

"Now it is up to the Armenian
community to match $30,000 to
make the grants operative," Ds
Hagopian stressed.
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The Armenian Film Foundation
Receives Grant From the California
Council for the Humanities

The Armenian Film Foundation received two match-
ing grants in May and June from the California Council
for the Humanities to adapt the film From Bitlis to Fresno
for public television.

The first grant of $750 enabled the Film Foundation
to hold a tele-conference between humanities scholars in
Fresno and Los Angeles. Guest participants included Dr.
Peter Cowe, Professor of Armenian Language and Culture
at UCLA, Barlow Megerdichian of the Armenian Studies
Program at Cahfomxa State University at Fresno, Fresno, and Dr.
Mary Margaret Locke, Chair of the Sociology Department
of California Lutheran University, Thousand Oaks. Dr. J.
Michael Hagopian, producer of the film chaired the con-
ference. Barbara Gilmore, associate producer of From
Bitlis to Fresno arranged and managed the event.

“Based on the success of this conference, the
California Council for the Humanities invited us to apply
for a script development grant for $10,000, stated Dr. J.
Michael Hagopian. “With this grant we will be able to re-
script with input from humanities scholars and the inclu-
sion of viewpoints from the younger generation of
Armenians in Fresno.”

“The merits of this family film was so great”, said
Mrs. Gilmore, “that it earned immediate” recognmon and
the Armenian Film Foundation was urged by the
Humanities Council to apply.”

The original film was produced last year. It was a
compatriotic statement, with special treatment of the

“Karabian family in Fresno. The film is a saga of Krikor
Karabian (Attorney Walter Karabian’s great uncle) who
left the remote highlands of Bitlis and resettled in Fresno
in 1896.

This was the third grant received within the space of
one month by the Armenian Film Foundation. The first
one was for the Witnesses film project for $20,000 by the
National Endowment for the Artsk a very prestigious and
difficult grant to get. Dr. Hagopian stressed, “These gov-
ernment grants are extremely difficult to receive. Finally,
because of Senator Barbara Boxer’s help we have our feet
in the door. Senator Boxer was of great assistance by giv-
ing advice and encouragement and by shepherding the
project to a successful conclusion. Now it is up to the
Armenian community to match $30,000 to make the
grants operative.”.




