3035 Farris Avenue
Fresno 5

Monday
25 Hov 57

70: Harding & Feuererj Steck,

Made an eminently successful run to the Valley today. The
following items are stashed in a duffel baz at Don Gilfillan's
place: 5/16 x 7 Powell's rappel)

_ 240 in two equal lengths of 120 each)
/{6 x XX7 101 (ends dyed slightly blue)
ea « assorted wood wedges
large aluminum 1T's

w » angles

" steel T's
small " T's
genuine stove legs (zood condition)(rrop of Powell)
uine climbing machine complete with set of wrenches
ﬂw{ duty hammer (unused-~quality undetermined)
in
Comment:

ea duffel bag and 1 ea climbing pack
-« Gilfillan is an employee of YP&CCo. lHe works at the main desk
- 4in the Lodge. If he is not there, inquire as to his whereabouts
there and/or of the appropriate individuals in the cafeteria,
If you arrive in the middle of the night, wake him up at his
room - §/2088/Ih/¥A¢ # 2029 in the employee dorms directly
across the road from the Camp 4 service station. He was amply
forewarned that he might be awakened at 3 am or so, so don't
hesitate,
- ropes: no comment
- wood wedges: recommended for sixth class only because of the
rings. I have not tried these, so your guess is as good as mine,
« lge aluminum angles: I have no idea in the world how much the
rings are good for. They are standard fittines of the hammere
closed variety.
= T type pitons: these tested out beautifully in the jam crack
back of C 4, Although the aluminum is much cheaper, far easier
to make, and many times lighter, it probably will not take too
much repeated usefd, I suggest using them/PPINAPTY-as-rrrraps—-(the
in conjunction with one of the steel T's (back to back), aluminums)
i placad an aluminum and steel together, driving both simultane
eously, spanning about a 5 inch crack. Very sound. In removing,
I beat only on the steel half--the hammer did less damage to the
hardware, and the Yf{/d steel eroded the rock much more effectively

than the aluminum would have., As soon as the steel loosered, of
course the whole works dgp dropped out. The edges of the back

of the T have been tapered at such an angle that they lie in the
same plane as the edge of the leg of the T; thus the piton could

be rotated 45 degrees from its originally intended position, giving
three edge contact instead of one edge and the flat back. 'f‘his




e B -2

R would, of course, permit placing of the same piton in a greater

size range of cracks by giving a different basic span, 1 have not
actually tried this, so it is purely conjecture, but 1 sec no

e reason why it shouldn't work. The two small steel ¥x T's were

not designed-they just happened; I was utilizing scrap. Although

guite h@avy for their size, they should be very durable., They

- actually fall in the category of three-corneged spikes rather than T's.
B Something to bear in mind while rating the T's: average cost on the
- steels was around $3.20 apiece (the torch work was done at cost at
that!), so I guess the largest one is worth around $5.00, The
aluminums I can turn out for less than 1,00 apiece. HOWEVER,

now that . know what I am doing, I can probably cut the cost of

o the steels considerably by more Jjudicious shopringe--know of any

o suitable back road bridges?

- @8tove legs: no comnent

R - climbing machine: surpassed all expectations in the C 4 jam crack.

- Plac inst two smooth surfaces so it was entirely dependent

- on fj d friction, my full weight while I jounced up and

down, On surfaces with slight irregularities for it to fit into,

it would be bomb proof. Although the present model is quite

erude and awkward to manipulate, it has tremendous possibilities.
Already I can visualize a complete party bivouaeing in a chimney,

= very comfortably ensconced in hammocks suspended from man-size
elimbing machines., Truly heroic. As for the plilot model, you

will find that the large f{lats und on the casting are useless,

as that part can be held by hand quite easily. The flats you

will need, on the screw near the ball joint, are not large enough

F and may wear round with use. Also, the casting and tubing do mot .. . &
= rotate independ@ntly, although they could; JI"8UzZEest the tHo-AGLy - Lherelor
b on the tube be cinched up on the wire to avoid the possibiity of

losing half the machine.

heavy duty hammer: I #ify¢
Please use it in order to evaluate
Primarily, I am wondering whether the pick will hold an edge aiter

breaking up rock, driving and removing, etc. If it will, i will
buy ome or two more of these, as nothing of the sort is available
| normal commercial channels, at least in Fresno.

As for disposal of the gear, use your own judgment. If circumstances
warrant leaving the lot on the climb, it is 0K by me. I would like
L the duffel bag back, though. As for Powell's rope and stove legs,

; I cannot say. One reason for bringing the stuff down might be to

3 refer to/for developing improved models,

have cut down a surplus item conaidﬁmbly.
it, if for no other reason.

A il S

Sedergren was in a foul mood at first, then it turnegout he had not
received the signed agreementg. Ashley ran it down and brought it in
to him, and Sedergren softened right up. He turned out to be in a
very agreeable mord., He seemed quite tolerant, and had no objections
whatsoever to the Thanksgiving climb, Apparently it is OK €o list
the Bay /Area Rescue group as the surrort party. You can also list me,
I said that the climb had been coordinated with the Bay group and

that support was assured., Al: He seemed a bit unhappy over not being
kept ly £k informe@ of the current status of the Hescue Group,
such as up to date lists, the fact that you had replaced Baxter, ete,
Apparently all these guys want is to know what is going on, and then
they become much more reasonable., Perhaps a letter re the lescue Grp
would be in order.

Shall be watching you all on Friday and Saturday, so put on a good show,
_ Whitmore
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_ ln om' experience with llational Park Service personnel in
ord te jwe have boen impressed by thelr senslble attlitude
»d clinmbing in the national parks, FPolicies have been
ma‘b pleasant and mutvally beneficlel relations

rienced mounteinsers,

= Con, ‘ 188C uently, we were shocked to read the Agsgociated
08S I¢ gse of your recent statoamonts concoerning "teick®
d "stunt ?_ elimbing in the national parks. Even allowing
nelistic exaggeration, these statements indicete
gut, first-hond Information is not avelilable %o
; Seams probable that most of the informatlion you
ls onn the El Cepitan elimb coriginated with mizleading

3 and with letters from c¢loguent but misinformed

it T e intere ats. }Of continued fairness in Daxr It pOIicie Ss

, t you should be in poassegsgion of all the facts
taining to the climb of El Capitan last yesr, To that enda

. shat tho members of your comittee will come and

%, 'bha sltuation in Yosemita.

‘*I‘;' '
BT pe et
& al

- _f ; by '__._ri"

eged "defacement” will be found to be none

- We removed the equipment from Bl Capitan ten dsyse
finiahed the ¢limb,., ITts removel did not concern

Lce persomel, nor were park rangers ever endangered
Rangerg have since oxanlined the monolith and
there ie no sign that it has ever been climbed.

ao-oalled "apike system” of elizbinz is o shandard
B e Llque used whenever naburel holds are rot avoileble y OP
~ whey 3¢ ?_ety demands. IHo "tricks" are involved.

, pitons s Which were driven Into already exlsting
Its in the rock, have been removed=-lcaving no trace. Holes
', .ﬂ. for expansion bolts are 1/l to 3/8 inches in diemeber
" ineh deap, If 2ll of the bolt holes which npow Mdefsace™
3000 foot wall of El Capliban were placed together, they

uld be covered by a mants two handse
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2038 Sarris ivenue
Fresno 5, Cellforanle

18 ¥Yarech 19090

gonrad L. Wirth, Director

Hational Fark Service
Department of the Iasterlor

W 86, 0.0,

In our letter of £9 Jenuayry 1059, we expressed coneern
gvar & number of false and uuludus statenents attrituted to
m‘by m Assoclstad ress. Sinee then, [ have Deen aware
ARLS individuals have eontacted vour office to protest
sharges rogarding the £l Capiten climb in Yosemite, In &
few gases luxm to David k. ‘rower,
I '_ um Slub, 1-£050; letter to lsrrean J.

ixecutive Lireetor of
_ m'tw Lo m. a.s. mmm no date, mu-a,a)

Barding, 2«12«30,
e u tu- erriu Mu reached me.
be sngwers to the protesis,

hturyun 1uwwmtnumtomtm
j08 opeorly. Xhmtutyumnnuarmwr in

& -mu m issoolated Press quoted you, for a vebbetinm ocopy of
the Lre o t to you h our w l:nl letter, Throuzh
tat oan eoaly ascune mt

beeause of the moderate tone of ocur first letter,

ﬂ m not understand the seriousness of your unsupporied
cherges asguinst us, Lot me stote the feots more elesrly for you,

hmthuv. vour statements to the issoolieled ress were
‘nothing more nor less then a series of lies. We heé not (nor
had we stated that we hed)*planned for some time to etireet
attention =ad gzaia notoriety”. The elimbt was 20t made (nor d4id
we oey it wso made) b«nu we “hoped to capitelive thrwghu

writing about what (we) had doas end sell stories sad be
for onal = snees™, Our objeetive wes not (no¥ am “e

say it had been) "to espitelize on {our) stunt cosmereislly®.

In view of your wveelllating stond on She "improvement”™ of

m'm road in Yosemite, which resulted in messive desiructlon
wilderness in m bask country, your cherze of “Geface-

ment” of il Guﬂua does not ring true, Your hpnnueu mt
Park Serviee perscoanel will hsve to remove the ¢llimb
whieh “defsces™ 11 Cepitan is ridiculous, Ye removed ! wr
ourssives ten d‘L. gfter the eliamd was osmpleted, and myor
tondent reston has reperted theat he sould find no evidenee
thet we had ever set food upon the reoek.

Your implicetion that “"tricks and "stuntes” were used in
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8 carnivel-1like speetecle agsein imliutn s somplete disrecard
fn the truth., If you had tuken the trouble to inquire inte this
matter before ilssulng these nutmu w tha gress, you would
have found thet we used stendard olimbiag tmhaiquu whinsh have
:::I commonly seeepted and practiesd in Tarope and thils sountry
yeare.,

I you bed inguired of you owu people in Yosemite, 1
balieve you would have found that thev hed our sompleta saopere
stion throushout this elimb, /uperinSendent Freston has lssued
statenents to this effeot when contscted by the loesl press,

Your sssoelate, e, 2.7. Scoven, bas sald to ue, "Plasse

be z2eoured thet vo one in the mu.; aal Park Serviee places sny

diseredit upon any of your group %n elimd 414 not violate
guletions or poliey sud the Superintondent's

prooad: 189 hae stated thet "this sport
. hees msumi m antirsly vroper use of the Natlonmal

Q50 31 nt“k uﬂ m mra 'v

'e

lanetiocn fer publie defemation of cherseter. Murthere

¢ and losimuations
eharactar,

1ld, have sny right to sake uﬂtmnlhu cha
ieh amount to & pablie atisek wyoon nmy p‘rm

e rm mtxm ever

" right to ask of you a uhlu agoount-
atements and sn apology

be ' L atteck; I elso feel thet sueh an aroloey

publiclised over the wire unlnl
m ﬂthck ﬁl ﬁfmlﬂ“"‘*

% m1?‘.

Seorge 7. Whitmore
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