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Dear liss Barneberg: 

Your idea with reference to the establishment of a cen­
tral library to answer the great need of reading and such in the 
difierent state institutions is indeed a very splendid and com­
mendable one. '.J.'he proper selection and. the careful stud.y of bo 
carried on in a central place and availin6 the inmates of the 
various institutions the great opportunity 01 reading suitabl 1/ 
books would mean a step in advance. 

1/i th the d.eaf child., however, v1here the most d.ifi'icul t 
problem is the acQuisition and comprehension of language, the use 
of library books , reading material , and tne habits of beneficial 
reading are of greatest importance . The work with the deaf is 
special and. requir-e s intimate understand.in__; to ap .JI'ec iate some 
of the d.ifiiculties common only to the education of the eaf . 

Our ibrary is carefully selected and tle books are 
arranged according to the reading ability of .deaf children , who as 
a rule are three to five years behind the normal hearing child in 
lan5uage compr·ehension . This can be readily appreciated \yhen one 
considers what a gr-eat hanQicap the loss of hearing is. Hearing is 
the normal avenue for instruction and without this means the in­
dividual has almost insurmountable obstacles to overcome in the way 
of acQuiring language , which is so essential to one's growth and 
development . 

From this you can understand how difiicult it would be to 
arrange for suitable reading for a school such as ours . It can-
not be done from the outside. '.rhe selection anQ the use of suit ­
able books ior the different groups of our children make up one 



of our most serious problems. We as a profession are still 
struggling to better our selection and to improve the d.eaf child's 
comprehension of language. 

Your thought and consideration of us in this respect 
are much appreciated. nevertheless. \le sincerely hope you are 
successful in your project. '.'le are sorry that we cannot join your 
efforts. 

Thanki ng you again for your interest and wishing you 
success in your worthwhile endeavor , I am 

"EAS : VE 
B1IC . 

Sincerely , 

Principal 



1 . Have tho e und r your care a library? 

2 . Hov, me.ny book ? 9, o o o 

3 . How supplied? ~ ~ o.-....1 ~ 

4 . In ohargo of a trained libr ria.n? ).J.L/4 

5 . If no library , what reading is su·Jplied and from what ource? 

)<. 

6 . \ihat is the character of the booka: 

7 . 

a. 

Haphazard? 

J ll sel oted with a vie to the needs of the users? 

iould you favor a br nch library of the state Library cared 

for by a trained librarian ~ho could properly gttide the readers? 
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