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W H O  We Are

R A Z O R C A K E  i s  a  m a g a z i n e  d e d i c a t e d  t o  D IY  p u n k ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  c u l t u r e ,  a n d  a m p l i f y i n g  u n h e a r d

v o i c e s .  A s a  5 0 1 (c X 3 )  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  w e ’r e  s u s t a i n e d  b y  s u b s c r i p t i o n s ,  d o n a t i o n s ,  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s ,  a n d  

g r a n t s .  W e  w a n t  t o  c r e a t e  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  p e o p l e  c a n  b e  p r o u d  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f .  W e  f e e l  w h e n  w e  w o r k  t o g e t h e r ,  l i fe  

i s  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  b e a r a b l e .  O n  o n e  s i d e  i s  a  t e r r i f y i n g  c u l t u r e  o f  m a n i p u l a t i o n ,  a n d  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  a r e  a ll  o f  u s .

M O S T  R E C E N T  I S S U E S :  r a z o r c a k e . o r g / b a c k - i s s u e s

H E Y  Y O U !  Y E S ,  Y O U ! :  r a z o r c a k e . o r g / c o n t a c t

A n y o n e  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  b e  a  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  R a z o r c a k e .
If  yo u  d o n ’t  s e e  w h o  o r  w h a t y o u ’d  like to  b e  in o u r  p a g e s , le n d  u s  a h e lp in g  h a n d . If y o u ’re  k n o w le d g e a b le  a b o u t  DIY p u n k , a re  o p e n  
to  t h e  e d i t in g  o f  y o u r  w ork , c a n  m e e t  d e a d lin e s , a n d  fo llo w  in s tru c t io n s ,  w e ’ll c o n s id e r  y o u r  c o n tr ib u tio n .  Flip th ro u g h  t h e s e  p a g e s  
a n d  v is it  ra z o rc a k e .o rg . W e h av e  im m e d ia te  o p e n in g s  fo r  in te rv ie w s , f e a tu re - le n g th  a r t ic le s ,  p o d c a s ts ,  p h o to s ,  c o m ic s , w eb  c o lu m n s , 
v id e o s , rev iew s, a n d  e d ito r ia l i l lu s tr a t io n s . All c re a tiv e  c o n te n t  is  d o n e  o n  a v o lu n te e r  b a s is . R azo rcak e  d o e s  n o t  to le r a te  ra c is t , se x is t, 
h o m o p h o b ic , t r a n s p h o b ic , o r  a b le is t  b u llsh it— a n d  w e’ve h e ld  t h e s e  e th ic s  s in c e  is s u e  # 1  in  2 0 0 1 . D iversity  m a k e s  u s  a b e t t e r  p u n k  
p u b lic a tio n , w h ich  is w hy w e’re  e n c o u ra g in g  p e o p le  w h o  a re  m a rg in a liz e d — by g e n d e r ,  sex u a lity , e th n ic ity , c la s s , p e r so n a l  e x p e r i­
e n c e — to  s u b m it  m a te r ia l to  R azorcake . Jo in  a g ro u p  t h a t ’s  p a s s io n a te  a b o u t  DIY p u n k  a n d  le t’s  w o rk  w ith  e a c h  o th e r .

S U B S C R I B E :  r a z o r c a k e . o r g / s u b s c r i b e  o r  s e n d  i n  t h e  i n f o  b e l o w

S u b s c r i p t i o n  r a t e s  f o r  a  o n e  y e a r ,  s i x - i s s u e  s u b s c r i p t i o n :

U .S .  -  e c o n o :  $ 1 7  •  U .S .  -  1 s t  c l a s s ,  m u c h  f a s t e n  $ 2 3  •  P r i s o n e r s :  $ 2 3  •  C a n a d a :  $ 2 5  

M e x i c o :  $ 3 3  •  A n y w h e r e  e l s e :  $ 5 0  ( U . S .  f u n d s :  c h e c k s ,  c a s h ,  o r  m o n e y  p r d e r )

N a m e _______________________________________________________________E m a i l_________________________________________________________________

A d d r e s s ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C i t y ___________________________________________________________ S t a t e _________________________________ Z i p ------------------------------------ ------------

I f  y o u  w a n t  y o u r  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  s t a r t  w i t h  a n  i s s u e  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  n e x t  o n e ,  p l e a s e  i n d i c a t e  w h a t  n u m b e r .  

R e t u r n  t h i s  i n f o  w i t h  y o u r  p a y m e n t  t o :  R a z o r c a k e ,  P O  B o x  4 2 1 2 9 ,  L A , C A  9 0 0 4 2



June Subscription $1.70 an Issue H e l p  R a z o r c a k e  S t a y  i n  B u s i n e s s !

L a s t  y e a r  R a z o r c a k e  w a s  f o r c e d  t o  
s h i f t  a w a y  f r o m  t r a d i t i o n a l  m a g a z i n e  
d i s t r i b u t o r s  a n d  p u t  o u r  f a i t h  i n  
t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  w i t h  u s  s i n c e  
d a y  o n e :  o u r  r e a d e r s .  T h a n k f u l l y ,  
p e o p l e  p u l l e d  t h r o u g h  a n d  w e ’r e  s t i l l  
i n  b u s i n e s s !

T h e  S p o n s o r  A  S p a c e  p r o g r a m  a n d  
t h e  J u n e  S u b s c r i p t i o n  D r i v e  a r e  o u r  
f u t u r e  a n d  w e  c o u l d n ’t  b e  h a p p i e r  
a b o u t  i t .  T h i s  J u n e  y o u  c a n  s i g n  u p  f o r  
a  1 0  i s s u e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  R a z o r c a k e  
f o r  $ 1 7 ,  s h i p p i n g  i n c l u d e d .  Y o u  g e t  
o v e r  a  y e a r  a n d  a  h a l f  o f  g r e a t  D I Y  
p u n k  c o v e r a g e .  T h a t ’s  $ 1 . 7 0  a n  
i s s u e .  I t ’s  a  g o d d a m n  s t e a l .

I f  y o u  v a l u e  w h a t  R a z o r c a k e  d o e s ,  
n o w  w o u l d  b e  a  g r e a t  t i m e  t o  s h o w  i t .

Y o u  c a n  a d d  t o  y o u r  e x i s t i n g  
s u b s c r i p t i o n .  O n e  s u b  p e r  p e r s o n .  
( U n l e s s  i t ’ s  a  g i f t  f o r  s o m e o n e  e l s e . )  
U . S .  o n l y .

Y o u  c a n ’t  p u t  y o u r  a r m s  
a r o u n d  a  w e b s i t e .

r a z o r c a k e . o r g / s u b s c r i b e



S ta n d i n g  a t  t h e  M o u th  o f . . .

T h e  A u s c h w i t z - B i r k e n a u  c o m p l e x  is  m a s s i v e ,  j u s t  s h y  o f  5 0 0  
a c r e s .  O v e r  o n e  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  w e r e  m u r d e r e d  t h e r e  ( 6 0 0 ,0 0 0  J e w s  
i n  1 9 4 4  a l o n e ) .

I t  w a s  a  s o b e r i n g  t r i p ,  s e e i n g  t h e  p r e s e r v e d  r u i n s  o f  c r e m a t o r i a  
s t a c k s  t h e  N a z i s  h a s t i l y  b l e w  u p  t r y i n g  to  e r a s e  t h e i r  c r i m e s  a g a i n s t  
h u m a n i t y  b e f o r e  b e i n g  o v e r r u n .  C o n t e m p l a t i n g  t h e  t w i s t e d  r e b a r  a n d  
s c a t t e r e d  b r i c k s ,  I  t h o u g h t  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  s e t u p s  I ’m  f a m i l i a r  w i t h ,  l i k e  
h e a v y  f r e i g h t  m o v e d  t h r o u g h  S a n  P e d r o ’s  d o c k s .  O n l y  t h i s  w a s  f o r  
g e n o c i d e .  T h e  a t t e m p t e d  e r a d i c a t i o n  o f  a  r a c e ,  a  c e n t r a l  E u r o p e a n  h u b  
f o r  t h e  d e c i m a t i o n  o f  p o p u l a t i o n s .  H o r r i b l e  e f f i c ie n c y .  G r a v e  l o g i s t i c s .  
W a r e h o u s e s  o f  s h a v e d - o f f  h u m a n  h a i r .

W h o  d o e s n ’t  w a n t  t o  k n o w  w h e r e  t h e y  c o m e  f r o m ,  w h a t  t h e i r  
h o m e l a n d  i s ?  I ’m  h a l f  P o l i s h  a n d  I ’d  n e v e r  b e e n  to  P o la n d .  M y  f a m i ly  
h i s t o r y  o n  t h a t  s id e  i s  b lu r r y .  T h i s  m u c h  I  k n o w :  m y  g r e a t - g r a n d m o t h e r ’s  
f a m i ly  o n  m y  m o t h e r ’s  s id e  w e r e  b a k e r s  i n  K r a k o w  a n d  m y  p a t e r n a l  
g r e a t - g r a n d f a t h e r  w a s  a  f a r m e r  w h o  l i v e d  in  a  v i l l a g e  t h a t  n o  l o n g e r  
e x i s t s .  W h a t  m y  f a m i ly  s t i l l  d o e s n ’t  k n o w  i s  w h a t  o u r  l a s t  n a m e  w a s  
b e f o r e  l a n d in g  a t  E l l i s  I s l a n d  a n d  i t  b e i n g  c h a n g e d  to  D o m a n .

P o l a n d ’s  h i s t o r y  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  i s  l a r g e l y  g r im .  
O c c u p a t i o n s  b y  t h e  N a z i s  a n d  S o v i e t s ,  a  r e - c a r v i n g  o f  i t s  b o r d e r s  a t  t h e  
w h i m  o f  S t a l i n ,  m a r t i a l  l a w  a s  r e c e n t l y  a s  1 9 8 3 . S a v a g e l y  r e p r e s s e d  
r e b e l l i o n s .  T h e  P o l a n d  t h a t  m y  p a r t n e r  J e n n i f e r  a n d  I  v i s i t e d  w a s  
d i f f e r e n t .  T h e  e i g h t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  W a r s a w  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  b o m b e d  
d u r i n g  W W I I  w a s  l a r g e l y  r e b u i l t  ( a n d  o d d l y  r e m i n d e d  m e  o f  L a s  
V e g a s ,  w h e r e  n e w i s h  b u i l d i n g s  l i k e  T h e  V e n e t i a n  a r e  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  
m a d e  to  l o o k  a  l o t  o l d e r  t h a n  t h e y  a r e ) .  Y e t ,  w h e n  w e  v i s i t e d  t h e  P r a g a  
d i s t r i c t ,  a c r o s s  t h e  V i s t u l a  R iv e r ,  I  s a w  a n o t h e r  t o o - f a m i l i a r  s i g h t :  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  c r a n e s  a n d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  s c r a t c h  m a r k s  o f  g e n t r i f i c a t i o n  
o n  a  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  o v e r l o o k e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  c i t y  t h a t ’s  a b o u t  t o  g e t  f l i p p e d  
o n  i t s  h e a d  a n d  s h a k e n  d o w n  b y  m o n i e d  f o r c e s .

I ’m  u n b e l i e v a b l y  f o r t u n a t e  t o  c o m e  f r o m  a  f a m i l y  t h a t  a c c e p t s  m e  
f o r  w h o  I  a m  a n d  lo v e s  m e .  W e ’r e  a  s m a l l ,  t i g h t - k n i t  g r o u p .  M a y b e  
t h a t ’s  w h y  I ’v e  n e v e r  d o n e  a  d e e p  l o o k  in t o  m y  f a m i l y ’s  p a s t  a n d  
c e l e b r a t e d  s o m e  o f  t h o s e  t r a d i t i o n s .  I  a m  t h i r d - g e n e r a t i o n  A m e r i c a n .

J e n n i f e r  a n d  I  h a d  a  w o n d e r f u l  v a c a t i o n ,  b u t  d i d  I  f e e l  a n y  
d e e p  c o n n e c t i o n ?  L i k e  P o l a n d  w a s  m y  h o m e l a n d ,  I ’d  f i n a l l y  
r e c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  m y  p e o p l e ,  a n d  a n  e s s e n t i a l  p i e c e  o f  m y  h e r i t a g e  
c l i c k e d  i n t o  p l a c e ?  N o ,  I  d i d n ’t .  W e r e  t h e r e  d e l i c i o u s  l e n t i l  p i e r o g i ,  
v e g a n  k e b a b ,  a n d  p o t a t o  l a t k e s  t o  b e  e a t e n ?  I n d e e d  t h e r e  w e r e .  T o  
b e  h o n e s t ,  I  f e e l  m o s t l y  l i k e  a  T a y l o r ,  n o t  p a r t  o f  a  l a r g e r  e t h n i c  
g r o u p .  A n d  a s  c o r n y  a s  t h i s  m a y  s o u n d ,  I  a l s o  f e e l  l i k e  a  D I Y  p u n k  
r o c k e r .  I t ’s  h o w  I ’v e  s e l f - i d e n t i f i e d  s i n c e  1 9 8 6 .  B y  h a v i n g  t h i s  o p e n  
p o c k e t  f o r  c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n s ,  I ’v e  m a d e  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  m y  c l o s e s t  
f r i e n d s ,  t h e i r  v a r i e d  c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r i e s ,  a n d  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n s  a n d  
r e m e m b r a n c e s  w o v e n  i n t o  t h e i r  e v e r y d a y  w i t h  e x t e n d e d  f a m i l i e s .  I  
e m b r a c e  i t ,  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  w h e n  R a z o r c a k e  t u r n e d  f i f t e e n ,  I  w o r e  a  
b a n g i n g  d r e s s  f o r  o u r  Q u i n c e a n e r a .

S t a n d i n g  o n  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  l o o k i n g  in t o  t h e  h a u n t e d  m o u t h  
o f  a n  e n t r a n c e  t o  A u s c h w i t z  n ,  t h e  s a d n e s s  c o n t i n u e d .  Y e s ,  t h e  N a z i s  
w e r e  d e f e a t e d  a n d  p e o p l e  a r e  r e m e m b e r i n g  t h e  H o l o c a u s t ,  b u t  i t ’s  
f o o l h a r d y  t o  t h i n k  t h e r e  h a v e n ’t  b e e n  g e n o c i d e s  s in c e ,  t h a t  t h e y ’r e  
n o t  h a p p e n i n g  n o w . T o o  o f t e n ,  c h a n g e  i s  v i o l e n t ,  h a t r e d  i s  m a s k e d  
a s  p r o g r e s s ,  a n d  e t h n i c i t y  i s  s t i l l  u s e d  a s  a  b l u d g e o n .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
c a p i t a l i s m  i s  o f t e n  a n o t h e r  f o r m  o f  e r a s u r e .  A g a i n s t  t h e s e  f o r c e s ,  
w e ’r e  g n a t s ,  i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l  s p e c k s .

I  t h o u g h t  f u r th e r ,  b e y o n d  f l a g s  a n d  b o r d e r s ,  b e y o n d  a t r o c i t i e s  a n d  
e m p i r e s ,  a n d  h e l d  J e n n i f e r ’s  h a n d .  A t  l e a s t  I  h a v e  f a m i l i e s  b y  b lo o d  
a n d  f r i e n d s h i p .  I  h a v e  t h a t  a n d  m o r e ,  a n d  t h a t ’s  w o r t h  r e m e m b e r i n g .

- T o d d  T a y l o r
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C over d e s ig n  + s c r e e n p r in t  by 
C a lim u c h o , c a l im u c h o h q . 
w o rd p re s s .c o m  | C o v er p h o to  by 
N ic o le  C. K ib ert B a s le r

O n  t h e i r  

s h o u l d e r s  t h e y  

c a r r i e d  a  k e g  o f  

a n c i e n t  a n g e r ,  

l i t  w i t h  a  r e c e n t

f u s e .  - A r u n d h a t i  R o y
T h e  G o d  o f  S m a l l  T h in g s

THANK YOU: A  fo rm e r  h a n d  m o d e l  jo in s  a n  e x is t in g  w e d d in g  b a n d  th a t  
g o t  c o m p lim e n te d  b y  a  g u e s t  w h o  s a id ,  “I  s a w  T he W ho l a s t  n ig h t  a n d  y ou  
g u y s  w e r e  b e t te r "  th a n k s  to  K ev in  a n d  R a u l o f  C a lim u c h o  fo r  th e  d e s ig n  a n d  
N ic o le  C. K ib e rt B a s le r  fo r  th e  p h o to g ra p h  o f  th e  m ig h ty  C a v e s  o n  th e  c o v e r; 
I t ’s  th e  m e d io c r i ty  o f  f a m ilia r ity  vs. t r u e  q u a l if ic a tio n s  w h ic h  in s t i tu t io n a l iz e d  
d is c r im in a tio n  b r e e d s  th a t  fu c k in g  s u c k s  th a n k s  to  B o n e  D u s t fo r  D o n n a 's  illo .; 
W hoa , M a rk  w a s  th e r e  w h e n  th e  b o tt le  c l i n k /  " c o m e  o u t  a n d  p la y "  s c e n e  in  
T h e  W a rr io r s  w a s  f ilm e d  th a n k s  to  B il l fo r  J im ’s  il lo .; S o m e  s m a r t ie  n e e d s  to  
in v e n t  a  r e c o r d  p la y e r  th a t  p la y s  m u ltip le  r e c o r d s  a t  o n e  g o , d o e s n 't  b u n g  up  
th e  v in y l a n d  i s  tru ly  r e a s o n a b ly  p r i c e d  th a n k s  to  A le x  B a r r e t t  fo r  N o rb ’s  illo .; 
O rw e ll  w o u ld  b e  p ro u d , B ia f ra  w a s  r i g h t  a n d  te n  d o l la r  t a c o s  a r e  d y s to p ia n  
h a rb in g e r s  th a n k s  to  M ic h e l le  C ruz  G o n z a le s  fo r  h e r  g u e s t  c o lu m n  a n d  S u e  
A n n  C a rn e y  fo r  th e  p h o to ; S ix - le g g e d  a b u e li to  a n d  m a r a c a s  th a n k s  to  H u m b erto  
H o w a rd  fo r  th e  P u ro  P in c h e  P o e try  illo .; U n sa n ita ry  p o u lt ry  c o n d i t io n s !  U se  
g lo v e s  w h e n  h a n d l in g  th a n k s  to  K a s ia  O n iszczu k  fo r  th e  R hy thm  C h ic k e n  
p h o to ;  R IP  N e il  B o la n d , th a n k s  to  S h a n e  M iln e r  fo r  D a le ’s  il lo .; M ik e  W att, fa iry  
g o d m o th e r  o f  E rg s !  v an  r e p a i r  th a n k s  to  S te v e  T h u e so n  fo r  J e f f  S c h r o e c k ’s  
g u e s t  c o lu m n  illo .; "L augh  b e tw e e n  s c r e a m s  o f  r a g e ,”  th a n k s  to  D av id  
E n sm in g e r, V era  H e rn a n d e z , a n d  J e s s e e  Z e ro x e d  fo r  T he E le c te d  O ffic ia ls  
in te rv ie w , p h o to s , a n d  la y o u t; “I t 's  th e  h u m a n  c o n d itio n — if  w e  d id n ’t  la u g h , 
w e ’d  b e  c ry in g ,"  th a n k s  to  M ik e  P la n te  a n d  M a rc o s  S i r e f  fo r  th e  O ne P u n k 's  
M o v ie  G u id e  a n d  i l l o j  “Y eah, j u s t  b e  n ic e  to  e a c h  o th e r , ” hum ility , g r a c e ,  a n d  
b a d a s s e r y  th a n k s  to  K ay la  G ree t, N ic o le  C. K ib e rt B a s le r , a n d  E ric  B a s k a u s k a s  
fo r  th e  C a v e s  in te rv ie w , p h o to s , a n d  la y o u t-  “T he m o s t  affirm in g  th in g  y o u  c o u ld  
h e a r  i s  to  h a v e  o th e r  te e n a g e  g i r l s  s a y , 7  s a w  y o u r  b a n d  s o  n o w  I 'm  in  a  b a n d , ’"  
th a n k s  to  J o h n  E n s le y , D a rin  K am netz , C a itlin  C onnery , M a rk  N e ib u h r , a n d  
D y lan  D a v is  fo r  th e  K itten  F o re v e r  in te rv ie w , p h o to s , a n d  la y o u t

“S im u lta n e o u s ly  a  to ta l  b a n g e r  a n d  ch ill a s  fu c k ."  - I n d ia n a  Laub, B ru is e r  Q u een , 
H e a v y  H igh  LP. T h a n k s  to  1 04 's  ro ta tio n  of z in e s , b o o k s , a n d  m u s ic  re v ie w e rs :  
M ark  T w is tw o rth y , A n n a  Farr, R yan N ic h o ls , S a l L ucci, M ic h a e l T. F ou rn ier, 
M a tt W e rts , B ryan  S ta t ic , Ty S tra n g le h o ld , R ich  C o c k s e d g e , K ay la G r e e t  N erb , 
K eith  R o sso n , M ik e  F ram e , K urt M o rris , C had  W illia m s , In d ia n a  Laub, C hris  
T erry , S te v e  A dam yk, S e a n  K o e p e n ic k , C am ylle  R ey n o ld s, M a tt A v e ra g e , J u a n  
E sp in o sa , S e a n  A re n a s . B illu p s  A lle n , T h e re s a  W ., A rt E ttin g e r, Ian  W ise , P a u l J .  
C o m eau , M a tt S e w a ru , Tim  B ro o k s , T h e  Lord K veldulfr, J im m y  A lv a rad o , A d rian  
S a la s ,  C h ris  T e rry , J im  J o y c e ,  T r ic ia  R am o s, a n d  C rav en  R ock.

DIY p u n k  c a n 't  b e  fu lly  c a p tu r e d ,  u n d e rs to o d , o r  e x p r e s s e d  by  m e n . If y o u 'r e  
a  w o m a n , w o m y n , g ir l , g r r r l ,  t r a n s g e n d e r /a g e n d e r /n o n -b in a ry /g e n d e rq u e e r  
w r i t e r  w h o 's  k n o w le d g e a b le  a b o u t  p u n k , p u n c tu a l , a n d  o p e n  to  e d i to r ia l  
p r o c e s s e s ,  d ro p  u s  a  l in e  a b o u t  d o in g  r e v ie w s ,  in te rv ie w s ,  a r t ic l e s ,  o r 
w e b c o lu m n s  fo r  R a z o rc a k e . D iv e rs ity  w il l  o n ly  m a k e  u s  a  b e t te r  p u n k  
p u b lic a t io n . P le a s e  h e lp  u s  o u t. ( r a z o rc a k e .o rg /c o n ta c t)

T r a d i t i o n a l

P o l i s h

h o l i d a y

c e l e b r a t i o n

c o s t u m e .

p h o to  by
J e n n if e r  F e d e ric o  w h ile  a t 
th e  E th n o g ra p h ic  M u se u m , 

K rak o w



M A N I A C

D E A D  D A N C E  C L U B
DEADOANCEClUB.TUMBLR.COM

O U T  J U N E  1

DIRTCULTRECORDS.COM HOVERCRAFTPDX.COM

T H E  C A V E M E N
NUKE EARTH

A N M L S
ANMLS

H A X X A N
THE MAGNIFICENT PLANET 

OF ALIEN VAMPIRO II

S U B S O N I C S
FLESH COLORED PAINT

N O M O S  7 5 1
N OM O S 751 T

M O R O N 'S  M O R O N S
INDECENT EXPOSURE

+ T H E  D I R T I E S T

+  P U P P Y  A N D  

T H E  H A N D  J O B S



Razorcake I s s u e  # 1 0 4  J u n e  /  J u l y  2 0 1 8

C O L U M N S

6  D o n n a  R a m o n e  N e v e r  L e t  M e  F o r g e t  

8  J i m  R u l a n d  L a z y  M i c k  

1 0  M a r i N a o m i  A s i a n  G o t h  P u n k s  R u l e  t h e  W o r l d  

1 3  B e n  S n a k e p i t  S n a k e p i t

1 5  A r t  F u e n t e s  C h i c o  S i m i o

1 6  R e v .  N e r b  A m e r i c a n  G r i l l e d  C h e e s e  R e v i e w

1 9  K i y o s h i  N a k a z a w a  W o n  T o n  N o t  N o w

2 0  M i c h e l l e  C r u z  G o n z a l e s  G u e s t  C o l u m n

2 3  R a c h e l  M u r r a y  F r a m i n g h e d d u  P h o t o  P a g e

2 4  P u r o  P i n c h e  P o e t r y  y  C u e n t o s :  G r i t o s  d e l  B a r r i o  

E d i t e d  b y  E v e r  V e l a s q u e z  a n d  E u g e n i a  N i c o l e

2 6  R h y t h m  C h i c k e n  D i n g h o l e  R e p o r t s  

2 8  C h r i s  B o a r t s  L a r s o n  P h o t o  P a g e  

3 0  D e s i g n a t e d  D a l e  I 'm  A g a i n s t  I t  

3 2  J e f f  S c h r o e c k  G u e s t  C o l u m n

F E A T U R E S

3 4  T h e  E l e c t e d  O f f i c i a l s  b y  D a v i d  E n s m i n g e r  

4 4  O n e  P u n k ' s  M o v i e  G u i d e  b y  M i k e  P l a n t e  

5 6  C a v e s  b y  K a y l a  G r e e t  

6 6  K i t t e n  F o r e v e r  b y  J o h n  E n s l e y

F A V O R I T E S  / / R E V I E W S

76 T op  5 s  A lic e  B ag , H o t S n a k e s ,  S c r e a m in g  F e m a le s , D e e  C ra c k s  
78 R e c o rd  T h e ir  lo s s , o u r  g a in , fu c k  'em .
104 Z in e  C le arly , I  f in d  g r im y  b e a u ty  o f  th i s  m a g n itu d e  in to x ic a t in g  
109 B o o k  R e c o rd  g e e k s  lo o k in g  to  b r a n c h  o u t  fro m  p u n k  h is to ry  b o o k s

T h i s  i s s u e  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  m e m o r i e s  o f  
B e t h  Z a f r a n o v i c  a n d  J u l i e  " J u l e s "  K e s k in - L a n f e ld

The fo llow ing  fo lk s  s te p p e d  fo rw ard  to  h e lp  u s  do  o u r  p a r t  o v er th e  p a s t  
tw o  m onths. W ithout th e ir  help , R azorcake  w o u ld n 't b e  w h a t i t  is.
Todd Taylor, Daryl G ussin , Kari H am anaka, R ishbha B hag i, Ever V elasquez , N ico le  M ac ia s , D onna R am one, M a tth ew  Hart, 
D erek  "L anguage im m ersion  app . w ith  a  lib rary  c a rd "  W hipp le , C hris B ax ter, D ayna C astillo , S tev e  Couch, M egan  P an ts , 
M arco s  S iref, C and ice  Tobin, Griffin W ynne, S e th  S w a a le y , S e a n  C arsw ell, Felizon V idad, S kinny Dan, Katy S p in ing , 
Jim m y A lvarado, Yvonne D razan, D ale D razan, J o s h  R osa, R obert El D iablo, M ark  M cB ride , A lice  B ag, M arty  Ploy,
R achel M urray  F ram ingheddu, R ene N avarro , B illy K ostka III, S am a n th a  M cB ride , J a s o n  W illis, J a n e th  G alaviz,
M att A verage , J o e  D ana, J u a n  E sp inosa , M eztli H ernandez , S e a n  A renas , A drian  S a ia s , A drian  Chi, A aron  K ovacs,
J u l ia  S m u t J e n n  W itte , D ave Eck, Tim B urkert, J e f f  P rocto r, N igh thaw k , Toby Tober, S al Lucci, J e n n ife r  F ederico ,
Kevin Dunn, M agg ie  Egan, J e n n ife r  W hitefo rd , Kayla G re e t  S teve  T hueson , C ass ie  J .  S n e id e r, B ill P inkel, Kurt M orris, > 
Laura C ollins, Eric B ask a u sk a s , B ianca , R uss Van C leave, J o h n  Di M arco , M ich a e l T. F ournier, S im on S o te lo ,
S u sa n  d e  P lac e , T im othee de  P lac e , B ryan S ta tic , J o h n  M iskelly , G e n es is  B au tis ta , Andy G arcia , C am ylle R eynolds,
B ecky B e n n e tt  C raven Rock, R eplay  D ave, A dam  Ali, C hris D evlin, Emma Jo h n so n , Tim B rooks, P a trick  H oudek,
Louis J a c in to , Chris B oarts  Larson, J.V. M cD onough, Is a a c  Thotz, Kat Je ts o n , N oah W olf, J o n  M ule, Chris Terry, f 
J a c k ie  R usted , R osie  G once, R ick V., S co tty  M cM aste r, R ayne B lakem an , J a m e s  K ittleKam p, J e f f  Khan, Punky B ow en, 
S am  G rinberg, M ela n ie  M atranga , Elly D allas, R icky Vigil, O llie M ikse , A rt F uen te s, M itch  Clem, Dylan D avis,
B ecky  M in jarez, Keith R osson, M egan  Razzetti, P au l S ilver, M att W orts, S tac y  M ed ina , David Ensm inger, D anny R u s t 
C lara A co sta , J a m ie  L  R otan te, D aisy N oem i, G eorge Lopez, Eden Kittiver, S helby  Fujioka, J e s s e e  Z eroxed , A lice  Elmer, 
G arre tt B arnw ell, S al Go, N erb , Chris M ason , Tim Ja m iso n , Codey R ichards , A m ina Cruz, K iyoshi N ak aza w a , N ico le  X, 
S h an e  M ilner, J a m e s  R osario , M ich e lle  Kirk, R orey J .  S o te la , an d  J o s h  B row n.
Individual opinions expressed within are not necessarily those of Rszorcake/Gorsky Press, Inc,
Razorcake is  bi-monthly. Yearly subscrip tions (six issu esl a re  $17.00 econo ra te  or $23.00 first c la ss  mail. P lus you get som e free
pooch. These p rices a re  only valid for people w ho live in the U.S. and a re  not in prison. Issues and subs a re  more for everyone e lse  
because w e  have to  pay m ore in postage). Visit razorcake.org for a price. P risoners may receive free single issues  of Razorcake 

via Prison Lit. Project, c/o Bound Together Books, 1369 Haight S t,  SF, CA 94117.

Moving? Have a subscription to Hazorcake? Please do 
us both a favor and contact us before you move. Econo 
mail doesn i  forward and we won 1 resend the issue. 

Want to distribute Hazorcake7 Visit razorcake. 
org/wholesale Domestic prices start at $8.50

T his is su e  of R az o rcak e  is  
m ade  p o ss ib le  in p a r t by 
g ran ts  from  th e  City of Los 
A ng e le s, D ep artm en t of 
Cultural A ffairs, is  
su p p o rted  by th e  Los A n g e le s  
County B oard  of S u p erv iso rs  
th rough  th e  Los A n g e le s  A rts 
C om m ission, an d  h a s  
a c tiv itie s  funded  by th e  
C aliforn ia A rts C ouncil, a  
s ta te  agency .



n e v e r  l e t  

m e  f o r g e t  
donna ramone

R a c i s m  i n  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  

e n v i r o n m e n t s  i s  

m y  g u i l l o t i n e .

M e d i o c r e  W h i t e  W o m e n  o r

C a r e e r  S u i c i d e :  B e i n g  B r o w n  i n  t h e  W o r k p l a c e

“ I  l o v e  y o u r  g l a s s e s .  G r e e n  i s  m y  s e c o n d -  
f a v o r i t e  c o lo r .  M y  f a v o r i t e  i s  m u s t a r d , ”  s h e  
s a id ,  m o t i o n i n g  t o  h e r  m u s t a r d - c o l o r e d  p u r s e  
a n d  c a r d i g a n .

T h e  w h i t e  w o m a n  I  w a s  i n t e r v i e w i n g  f o r  
a  c o v e t e d  f u l l - t i m e ,  b e n e f i t e d  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  I  w o r k  f o r  s i n c e r e l y  th o u g h t  
a  g o o d  i c e  b r e a k e r  w o u l d  b e  t e l l i n g  m e  w h a t  
h e r  b a s i c - a s s  f a v o r i t e  c o l o r s  w e r e .

S h e  h a d  s o m e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a l r e a d y  
w o r k i n g  i n  a n o t h e r  u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r y  p a r t -  
t i m e  f o r  f iv e  y e a r s ,  b u t  t h a t  w a s  i t .  S h e  h a s  n o  
n e w  t a l e n t s  t o  o f f e r  u s ,  n o  n e w  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  
n o  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g  s k i l l s ,  n o  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  
k n o w l e d g e ,  n o t h i n g .  I  c o u l d n ’t  e v e n  s e e  a n y  
h u s t l e  o r  f i e r c e n e s s .

W e  a l s o  i n t e r v i e w e d  a  J a p a n e s e  m a n .  
H e  w a s  i m p e c c a b l y  d r e s s e d ,  b r i g h t  a n d  
i n q u i s i t i v e ,  w o r k e d  a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  u n i v e r s i t y  
l i b r a r y  f o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  h a d  a  b a c k g r o u n d  
in  a r t ,  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  a n d  s o f tw a r e .  I  s p e n t  t h e  
n e x t  m o n t h  s i l e n t l y  f i g h t in g  m y  w h i t e  c o ­
w o r k e r s  w h e n  t h e y  c o n s i s t e n t l y  c l a i m e d  th e  
t w o  c a n d i d a t e s  w e r e  e q u a l s  a n d  c o u l d n ’t  p i c k  
w h o  t o  h i r e .

T h e  h i r i n g  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
c o n s i s t e d  o f  m e  a n d  t w o  w h i t e  w o m e n .  
O u t  o f  t h e  f i f t y - i s h  e m p l o y e e s  a t  m y  
l i b r a r y ,  t h e r e  a r e  f o u r  p e o p l e  o f  c o l o r ,  
m y s e l f  i n c l u d e d .  L i b r a r i a n s ,  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  d e m o g r a p h i c  s t u d i e s  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a r e  8 7 %  w h i t e  a n d  
8 1 %  f e m a l e .  L i b r a r i e s  d o  n o t  f u c k i n g  n e e d  
a n o t h e r  w h i t e  w o m a n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  t h e  
m u c h  b e t t e r  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  i s  a n  
A s i a n  m a n .

T h e  r e a s o n  w h y  t h e s e  t w o  c a n d i d a t e s  
w e r e  s o m e h o w  b e i n g  d e b a t e d  w o u l d  h a v e  
b e e n  m u c h  m o r e  c o n f u s i n g  i f  i t  w a s n ’t  f o r  
w h a t  m y  c o l l e a g u e  s a i d  a s  w e  d i s c u s s e d  M s .  
M u s t a r d  p o s t - i n t e r v i e w .  “ I  r e a l l y  l i k e  h e r ,  
s h e  s e e m s  l i k e  s o m e o n e  I  c o u l d  t a l k  t o  a n d  
b e  f r i e n d s  w i t h . ”

W h e n  I  p o i n t e d  o u t  s h e ’s  n o t  s o m e o n e  
I  w o u l d  b e  f r i e n d s  w i t h — t h e  n e r d y  A s i a n  
m a n  in t o  a r t  a n d  t e c h  is  t h e  k i n d  o f  p e o p l e  
I ’m  g e n e r a l l y  s u r r o u n d e d  b y — s h e  w a s  s o  
v i s i b l y  s h o c k e d ,  I  f e l t  m y s e l f  g e t  o f f e n d e d .  
F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  I  w a s  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s id e  
o f  t h e  t a b l e  a n d  I  d i d n ’t  k n o w  h o w  t o  v o i c e  
m y  d i s a g r e e m e n t .  T h i s  i s  h o w  r a c i s m  i n  t h e  
w o r k p l a c e  t h r i v e s ,  t h i s  i s  w h y  p e o p l e  o f  
c o l o r  c a n ’t  g e t  j o b s  e v e n  w h e n  t h e y ’r e  m o r e  
q u a l i f i e d  i n  a  t h o u s a n d  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s ,  a n d  
t h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  p l a c e  w h e r e  I  a m  t o o  s c a r e d  
t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  p r e j u d i c e  h a p p e n i n g  r i g h t  in  
f r o n t  o f  m e .

T h e  b a c k  a n d  f o r th  w e n t  a l l  t h e  w a y  u p  
t o  t h e  l i b r a r y  d i r e c to r ,  a n o t h e r  w h i t e  w o m a n ,  
w h o  w o u l d  m a k e  t h e  h i r i n g  d e c i s i o n  f o r  u s .  
S h e  t o l d  e v e r y o n e ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  h e s i t a t i o n ,  
t h a t  y e a r s  a g o  s h e  h a d  h a d  a  d i r e c t o r  w h o  
w a s  f o r c e d  t o  m a k e  a  s i m i l a r  d e c i s i o n  a n d  
t h a t  d i r e c t o r  g a v e  h e r  a d v i c e  s h e ’s  n e v e r  
f o r g o t t e n :  I f  y o u  h a v e  tw o  g o o d  c a n d i d a t e s ,  
p i c k  t h e  m o r e  d i v e r s e  o n e .  I  w a s  r e l i e v e d  a n d  
w o n d e r e d  i f  I  h a d  a l s o  b e e n  h i r e d  b e c a u s e  I  
w a s  o n c e  b e i n g  w e i g h e d  a g a i n s t  a  m e d i o c r e  
w h i t e  w o m a n  a n d  j u s t  b a r e l y  n u d g e d  b y .

G e t t i n g  a  d e c e n t  j o b  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  
th e  h a r d e s t  t h i n g  f o r  m e  t o  a c c o m p l i s h .  A n y  
t i m e  I  h a v e  e n d e d  u p  u n e m p l o y e d ,  I  f e l t  
l i k e  I  m i g h t  n e v e r  g e t  t h e  c h a n c e  to  p u r s u e  
a  c a r e e r  a g a in .  I t ’s  w h y  I  m o v e d  to  U t a h  o f  
a l l  p l a c e s — b e c a u s e  I  g o t  a  j o b  t h a t  p a i d  m e  
e i g h t e e n  d o l l a r s  p e r  h o u r ,  w h i c h  is  s t i l l  t h e  
m o s t  m o n e y  I  h a v e  e v e r  m a d e  i n  m y  l i f e .  
I t ’s  p a i n f u l  b e i n g  a w a r e  t h a t  I  w a s  l o s i n g  t o  
m e d i o c r e  w h i t e  p e o p l e  c o n s t a n t ly .  R a c i s m  in  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s  i s  m y  g u i l l o t i n e ,  
w h e r e  o n e  w r o n g  m o v e  m i g h t  g e t  m e  a x e d .

R e c e n t l y ,  s o m e o n e  I  k n o w  t h r o u g h  
p u n k  m e t  o n e  o f  m y  c o - w o r k e r s .  W h e n  th e  
o b v i o u s ,  “ H o w  d o  y o u  k n o w  D o n n a ? ”  c a m e  
u p ,  s h e  s a id ,  “ S h e ’s  d a t i n g  m y  e x . ”

I s  t h a t  f a c t u a l ?  Y e s .  I s  t h a t  a  s h i t t y ,  
s e x i s t  w a y  t o  d e s c r i b e  s o m e o n e  w h e n  y o u ’r e  
in  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e t t i n g ?  F u c k ,  y e s ,  i t  is .  I  
w a s  f u c k i n g  l i v id .  N o t  b e c a u s e  s h e  s a i d  
s o m e t h i n g  d u m b  t h a t ’s  p e r m i s s i b l e  b a n t e r  
a m o n g  f r i e n d s  a n d  n o t  t h e  w o r k p l a c e ,  b u t  
b e c a u s e  t h a t  c o u l d  v e r y  w e l l  f u c k  m e  o v e r  
in  m y  c u r r e n t  j o b .  W h e n  w h i t e  p e o p l e  h a v e  
a f f a i r s ,  i t  w i n s  O s c a r s .  W h e n  b r o w n  w o m a n  
d a t e  w h i t e  m e n ,  t h e y ’r e  t h e  e v i l  t e m p t r e s s  
w h o  h a s  l e d  o u r  b r a v e  h e r o  a w a y  f r o m  h i s  
t r u e  lo v e ,  t h e  p u r e  w h i t e  w o m a n .  I n  t h e  
o b s t a c l e  c o u r s e  b e t w e e n  m y s e l f  a n d  m y  
c a r e e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  h u n d r e d s  o f  h u r d l e s  a n d  h e r  
e r r a n t  s t a t e m e n t  t o s s e d  a n o t h e r  o n e  i n  t h e r e .  I 
a l w a y s  a s s u m e  w h i t e  p u n k s  a r e  m y  k i n ,  o r  a t  
l e a s t  k n o w  b e t t e r  t h a n  t o  d o  o r  s a y  t h i s  s t u f f ,  
b u t  t h e y  c a n ’t  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  w o r l d  t h e  w a y  I  
d o .  R a c i s m  i s  a  f l a m in g  h o o p  I  j u m p  t h r o u g h  
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a  d a y ;  s h e ’s  j u s t  i n  t h e  a u d i e n c e  
o f  t h i s  c i r c u s .

H a v i n g  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  a n o t h e r ,  
o l d e r  w h i t e  w o m a n  c o - w o r k e r  a  c o u p l e  w e e k s  
a g o ,  I  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  h e r  o n  f i n i s h i n g  h e r  l a w  
d e g r e e  t h i s  s e m e s t e r .  V e n t i n g  a b o u t  s c h o o l  
s h e  s a id ,  “ I ’m  s o  t i r e d  o f  h e a r i n g  a b o u t  ‘t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  g e n d e r  a n d  r a c e ’ o r  ‘o t h e r i n g ’ 
o r  w h a t e v e r  n e w  b u z z w o r d  i s  h a p p e n i n g —  
i t ’s  l i k e  t h a t ’s  w h a t  m y  e n t i r e  d e g r e e  i s  in ,

t h a t ’s  a l l  t h e y  k e p t  s a y in g .  I t ’s  l i k e  y o u ’r e  b a d  
f o r  j u s t  b e i n g  w h i t e . ”  S h e  w a s  j u s t  l e t t i n g  o u t  
s c h o o l  w o e s  t o  a  f r i e n d ,  n e v e r  t h i n k i n g  th a t  
p e r h a p s  t h i s  e d u c a t i o n  s h e  w a s  r e c e i v i n g  w a s  
t h e r e  t o  h e l p  s a i d  f r i e n d  g e t  a  l i t t l e  t a s t e  o f  
h e r  e q u a l i t y .  M y  i n a p p r o p r i a t e ,  k n e e - j e r k  
r e a c t i o n  w a s  t o  c l a p  b a c k  a n d  s a y ,  “ Y e a h ,  b u t  
s o m e  p e o p l e  a r e  b a d  b e c a u s e  t h e y ’r e  w h i t e . ”

I  w i s h  t h e  w h o l e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  h a d  g o n e  
d i f f e r e n t l y  a n d  I  c o u l d  h a v e  t a l k e d  i t  o u t  
b e t t e r .  I  w i s h  I  h a d  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  I  a m  t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  g e n d e r  a n d  r a c e .  I  a m  o t h e r e d  
f o r  b e i n g  M u s l i m .  S h e ’s  n o t  b a d  f o r  b e i n g  
w h i t e ,  b u t  s h e  i s  b a d  f o r  n o t  l i s t e n i n g  a n d  
g e t t i n g  f a t i g u e d  w h e n  a c a d e m i a  i s  t r y i n g  
t o  t e a c h  h e r  w h y  t h i n k i n g ,  “ I ’m  n o t  r a c i s t ,  
I ’m  f r i e n d s  w i t h  D o n n a ”  i s n ’t  e n o u g h .  I s  
i t  w o r t h  a l l  m y  e m o t i o n a l  l a b o r ,  t h o u g h ?  
W o u l d  s h e  h a v e  m y  b a c k  a n y  m o r e  o r  l e s s  
i f  s o m e o n e  s a i d  w e  n e e d e d  t o  b a n  M u s l i m s ?  
I  d o n ’t  k n o w .

W h i t e  p e o p l e  d o n ’t  h a v e  f l a w l e s s ,  e a s y  
l i v e s .  W e  a l l  h a v e  p r o b l e m s  a n d  s e tb a c k s .  B u t  
w h i t e  p e o p l e  d o n ’t  h a v e  t o  a l s o  w o r r y  a b o u t  
t h e  a d d e d  p r o b l e m  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r a c i s m .  
S y s t e m a t i c  r a c i s m  d o e s n ’t  c a u s e  a n y  o f  th e n -  
p r o b l e m s .  H e r e  i s  a n  e x a m p l e  I  l i k e  t o  u s e :  
I  h a v e  v e r y  b i g ,  v e r y  c u r l y ,  v e r y  f r i z z y  h a i r .  
T h i s  i s  m y  n a t u r a l  h a i r ,  a s  i t  g r o w s  o u t  o f  m y  
b e a u t i f u l  h e a d .  I f  I  t a k e  a  s h o w e r ,  a i r  d r y ,  a n d  
h e a d  to  a  j o b  i n t e r v i e w  I  w i l l  n o t  g e t  t h a t  j o b  
b e c a u s e  m y  n a t u r a l  h a i r  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  v e r y  
u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n  w h i t e  A m e r i c a .  I f  a n y  w h i t e  
w o m a n  s h o w s  u p  t o  t h a t  j o b  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  
g r e e n  h a i r ,  h e r  h a i r  w o u l d n ’t  e l i m i n a t e  h e r  a t  
a l l  ( i n  l i b r a r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y ) .  I n  2 0 1 8 ,  g r e e n  
h a i r  i s  m o r e  a c c e p t a b l e  i n  t h e  w o r k p l a c e  t h a n  
n a t u r a l  P O C  h a i r .

A n o t h e r  c o - w o r k e r ,  w h e n  d e s c r i b i n g  
h o w  s t r i c t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  p r i v a t e  c o l l e g e  h e  
a t t e n d e d  s a id ,  “ I t  w a s  s o  a w f u l ,  i t  w a s  l i k e  
t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t . ”  I  b l i n k e d  a  f e w  t i m e s ,  
t o o k  a  d e e p  b r e a t h ,  a n d  r e a c t e d  d i f f e r e n t ly .  I  
d e c i d e d  to  t u r n  t h i s  in t o  a  t e a c h i n g  m o m e n t .  
“ I ’m  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  a l l  t h e  t i m e  a n d  I ’v e  
n e v e r  h a d  a  s i n g l e  o n e  o f  t h o s e  r e s t r i c t i o n s . ”  
O f  f i v e  M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  c o u n t r i e s  I  h a v e  b e e n  
to ,  I  h a v e  n e v e r  d e a l t  w i t h  c u r f e w s ,  f o o d  
r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  d r e s s  c o d e s ,  o r  t h e  i d e a  I  w o u l d  
b e  e x p e l l e d  f r o m  t h e  c o u n t r y  i f  m u l t i p l e  
g e n d e r s  m i n g l e d  b e h i n d  c l o s e d  d o o r s .  H e ,  
a d m i t t e d ly ,  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  a n y w h e r e  n e a r  
t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .  I  a s k e d  h i m  t o  t e l l  m e  w h y  
h e  t h o u g h t  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  w a s  s t r i c t  a n d  h e  
m a n a g e d  t o  t e l l  m e  i t  w a s  b a s e d  o n  s to r i e s  
f r o m  h i s  f r i e n d  f r o m  S u d a n .  C o o l— e x c e p t  
S u d a n  i s  a  t o t a l i t a r i a n  c o u n t r y  d e a l i n g  w i t h



A t  l e a s t  w h e n  I  w a l k  i n t o  i n t e r v i e w s  

I  h a v e  m o r e  t o  s a y  a b o u t  m y s e l f  

t h a n  m y  f a v o r i t e  f u c k i n g  c o l o r .

a  c i v i l  w a r  a n d  g e n o c i d e ,  n o t  to  m e n t i o n  is  
in  A f r i c a .  W e  a l l  t h i n k  w e  k n o w  p l a c e s  w e  
h a v e  n e v e r  v i s i t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  p o p u l a r  m e d i a  
p o r t r a y a l .  I ’v e  n e v e r  b e e n  to  I t a ly ,  b u t  I  t h i n k  
e v e r y  c a f e  t h e r e  h a s  a  b e t t e r  c u p  o f  c o f f e e  
t h a n  a n y t h i n g  I  c a n  g e t  a t  h o m e .  B u t  t h a t ’s  
n o t  t r u e  a t  a l l ,  w h y  t h e  h e l l  d o  I  a s s u m e  t h a t ?  
F e l l i n i  m o v i e s ,  p r o b a b l y .

T h e r e  i s  n o  p l a c e  h a r d e r  t o  n a v i g a t e  
a n d  a p p r o a c h  t h e s e  t o p i c s  t h a n  w h e r e  w e  
w o r k ,  b u t  i t ’s  a l s o  t h e  o n e  p l a c e  w h e r e  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  s y s t e m a t i c  r a c i s m  i s  s t a b b i n g  
a t  u s  n o n s t o p .  F o r  e v e r y  m i c r o  a g g r e s s i o n  
I  c a l l  o u t ,  I  r u n  t h e  r i s k  o f  m y  c o - w o r k e r  
l a b e l i n g  m e  a s  a n g r y .  W h e n  w o m e n  o f  c o l o r  
g e t  l a b e l e d  a s  “ a n g r y , ”  i t ’s  o v e r .  S e v e r a l  
y e a r s  a g o ,  I  h a d  p u t  m y s e l f  i n  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  
e m o t i o n a l  d e b t  f o r  m y  d r e a m  c a r e e r ,  a n d  
I  w a s  f i n a l l y  m a k i n g  i t .  T h e n  m y  m a n a g e r

t o l d  e v e r y o n e  I  h a d  “ a n g e r  i s s u e s ”  b e c a u s e  I 
l i s t e n e d  t o  p u n k  m u s i c  a n d  h a d  b r o w n  s k in .  
I  f o u n d  o u t  I  w a s  g o i n g  t o  g e t  f i r e d  w h e n  I 
s a w  m y  j o b  s h o w  u p  a s  a n  u n p a i d  i n t e r n s h i p  
o n  C r a i g s l i s t .  I  r e s i g n e d  b e f o r e  t h e y  c o u l d .  
S h e  t o l d  e v e r y o n e  I  w a s  “ d a n g e r o u s ”  a f t e r  
I  c o n f r o n t e d  h e r  f o r  b e i n g  a  c o w a r d  a n d  a  
l i a r .  T h e y  b e l i e v e d  t h e  w h i t e  w o m a n ,  t h e y  
d i d n ’t  f i g h t  f o r  m e .  N o  o n e  e v e n  w i s h e d  m e  
w e l l  a s  I  l e f t .

N e a r l y  t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s  I ’v e  l i v e d  'in  
t h i s  b r o w n  b o d y ,  a n d  i n  n e a r l y  t h i r t y - f i v e  
y e a r s  I  h a v e  l e a r n e d  e v e r y t h i n g  I  c o u l d  
g e t  m y  h a n d s  o n .  I  h a v e  t w o  b a c h e l o r ’s 
d e g r e e s ,  a n d  I ’m  in  g r a d  s c h o o l  n o w .  I ’v e  
h a d  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  c a r e e r s  b l o s s o m  a n d  
w i t h e r .  I  m o v e d  a w a y  f r o m  m y  f r i e n d s  
a n d  f a m i l y  f o r  t h e  p r o m i s e  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y .  
I ’v e  g i v e n  f r e e  l a b o r  t o  a n y  i n s t i t u t i o n

t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  m e  s o  I  w o u l d  h o p e f u l l y  
t u r n  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  i n t o  p a i d  w o r k .  I ’m  
v e r s e d  i n  e v e r y  p i e c e  o f  s o f t w a r e  I  c o u l d  
p i r a t e .  I  p r a c t i c e  m y  p o s t u r e ,  s p e e c h ,  a n d  
h a n d w r i t i n g .  I  b l o w - d r y  a n d  f l a t  i r o n  m y  
u n - d y e d  h a i r .  I ’v e  h a d  f o o d  j o b s ,  I ’v e  h a d  
d e s k  j o b s ,  I ’v e  h a d  s h i t  j o b s ,  I ’v e  h a d  c o o l  
j o b s .  A l l  t h e  e f f o r t  I  p u t  i n ,  I  k n o w  I  h a v e  t o  
h u s t l e  f o r  a  c a r e e r  b e c a u s e  w h i t e  A m e r i c a  
d o e s n ’t  l i k e  A r a b  f a c e s .  I  h u s t l e  b e c a u s e  I 
w a n t  t h a t  c a r e e r ,  a n y  c a r e e r ,  t h a t  w i l l  p u t  
b r e a d  i n  m y  m o u t h  a n d  a  r o o f  o v e r  m y  
h e a d .  A  c a r e e r  I  c a n  f i n a l l y  c a l l  m i n e .

I t ’s  g e t t i n g  c l o s e r ,  b u t  I ’m  s t i l l  n o t  t h e r e  
y e t .  B u t  a t  l e a s t  w h e n  I  w a l k  in t o  i n t e r v i e w s  
I  h a v e  m o r e  t o  s a y  a b o u t  m y s e l f  t h a n  m y  
f a v o r i t e  f u c k i n g  c o lo r .

- D o n n a  R a m o n e
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;

I ’ m  i n t i m a t e  

w i t h  t h e  f e e l i n g  

o f  r e c k l e s s  

j o y  a n d  b i t i n g  

c y n i c i s m .

O n  L o c a t i o n  T h e  N e o n  O n e s ,  P a r t  7

W h i l e  m y  c o u s i n  M a r k  w a s  s t u d y i n g  

f i l m  a t  N Y U ,  h e  s u p p l e m e n t e d  h i s  i n c o m e  b y  

w r i t i n g  f o r  m o v i e  m a g a z i n e s ,  a  p r a c t i c e  h e  

c o n t i n u e d  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .

I  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  a  t r i p  t o  M a r k ’s  h o m e t o w n  

o f  B a y  R i d g e ,  B r o o k l y n ,  e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r  w i t h  

p r e c i o u s  c a r g o :  a  p a c k e t  o f  m a g a z i n e s  a n d  

z i n e s  f r o m  t h e  1 9 7 0 s  t o  w h i c h  h e  c o n t r i b u t e d  

a r t i c l e s  a n d  i n t e r v i e w s .

I ’ d  b e e n  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  M a r k ’s  l e g a c y  

f o r  d e c a d e s — a n d  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  h i m  h e r e  i n  

R a z o r c a k e  f o r  a  y e a r — a n d  n o w  I  w o u l d  h a v e  

a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e a d  h i s  t h o u g h t s  a b o u t  t h e  

m o v i e  b u s i n e s s  i n  h i s  o w n  w o r d s .

T h e  m a g a z i n e  M a r k  w r o t e  f o r  m o s t  o f t e n  

w a s  M i l l i m e t e r .  I t  c a l l e d  i t s e l f  “ t h e  m a g a z i n e  

f o r  a n d  a b o u t  f i l m  a n d  v i d e o t a p e  p e o p l e . ”  

M i l l i m e t e r  h a d  a  g l o s s y  c o v e r  a n d  n e w s p r i n t  

p a g e s  w i t h  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  p h o t o s  a n d  a d s ,  

n o t  u n l i k e  R a z o r c a k e .  I t  w a s  n o t  a  z i n e ,  

h o w e v e r .  I t  w a s  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  p u b l i s h e d ,  

a l b e i t  a m a t e u r i s h l y ,  a n d  f e a t u r e d  i n d u s t r y  

a d v e r t i s i n g ,  b u t  i t  w a s  z i n e - l i k e  i n  t h e  w a y  i t  

a d d r e s s e d  a  c o r e  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  w a s  p a s s i o n a t e  

a b o u t  m o v i e s .

T h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  s t o r i e s  w a s  a n  i n t e r v i e w  

w i t h  B r i a n  D e  P a l m a  t h a t  a p p e a r e d  i n  1 9 7 4 .  

T h i s  w a s  t w o  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  

C a r r i e  a n d  a l m o s t  a  d e c a d e  b e f o r e  S c a r f a c e .

T h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  w a s  T h e  

P h a n t o m  o f  t h e  P a r a d i s e ,  a  c a m p y  r o c k  

o p e r a  t a k e  o n  P h a n t o m  o f  t h e  O p e r a .  W h a t ’s  

m o s t  s t r i k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  p i e c e  i s  m y  c o u s i n ’s  

a g e :  h e  w a s  o n l y  n i n e t e e n  y e a r s  o l d  w h e n  t h e  

s t o r y  r a n .  Y e t ,  h e r e  h e  i s  s i t t i n g  d o w n  w i t h  

t h e  s o o n - t o - b e - l e g e n d a r y  B r i a n  D e  P a l m a .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  M a r k  w a s  o f f  t o  

L o n d o n  t o  i n t e r v i e w  t h e  f i l m m a k e r  L i n d s a y  

A n d e r s o n  o n  t h e  s e t  o f  C e l e b r a t i o n .  D e s p i t e  

h a v i n g  b e e n  w a r n e d  A n d e r s o n  w a s  a  p r i c k l y  

s u b j e c t  w h o  h a d  b r o u g h t  a t  l e a s t  o n e  r e p o r t e r  

t o  t e a r s ,  M a r k  s h o w e d  u p  a t  t h e  s e t  w i t h  h i s  

c a m e r a ,  t a p e  r e c o r d e r ,  a n d  n o t e b o o k .  A f t e r  

w a i t i n g  f o r  a n  h o u r - a n d - a - h a l f ,  h e  g o t  h i s  

i n t e r v i e w .  N o t  o n l y  d i d  h e  w i n  o v e r  A n d e r s o n  

w i t h  h i s  e r u d i t i o n ,  b u t  A n d e r s o n  p e r m i t t e d  

M a r k  t o  t a k e  p h o t o s ,  o n e  o f  w h i c h  I  b e l i e v e  

e n d e d  u p  o n  t h e  c o v e r  o f  t h e  J a n u a r y  1 9 7 5  

e d i t i o n  ( t h e  p h o t o  i s n ’t  c r e d i t e d ) .  W h e t h e r  

i t  w a s  h i s  p h o t o  o r  n o t ,  h e ’ d  g o t t e n  a  c o v e r  

s t o r y  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  t w e n t y .

L a t e r  t h a t  y e a r  h e  w r o t e  a  l e n g t h y  p r o f i l e  

o f  S t a n l e y  K u b r i c k  t h a t  t a k e s  u p  e l e v e n  p a g e s  

o f  M i l l i m e t e r ' s  r e a l  e s t a t e .  B u t  “ I n  S e a r c h  o f  

S t a n l e y  K ”  i s n ’t  j u s t  a  p r o f i l e .  I t  b e g i n s  w i t h

t h e  s t o r y  o f  M a r k ’s  f a i l e d  e n d e a v o r  t o  m a k e  

a  d o c u m e n t a r y  a b o u t  t h e  f a m o u s l y  s e c r e t i v e  

d i r e c t o r .  I n  i t  h e  l a y s  o u t  h i s  m e t h o d o l o g y  f o r  

t h e  p r o j e c t .  A f t e r  a s s e m b l i n g  a  l i s t  o f  i n t e r v i e w  

s u b j e c t s ,  h e  s p e n t  t w o  m o n t h s  r e a c h i n g  

o u t  t o  p e o p l e .  H e  e v e n  r a n  a n  a d  i n  V a r i e t y  

f o r  s e v e r a l  w e e k s  i n  o r d e r  t o  t a l k  t o  m o r e  

p e o p l e .  H e  s e c u r e d  a g r e e m e n t s  f r o m  a  f o r m e r  

s c h o o l t e a c h e r ,  t h e  w r i t e r  T e r r y  S o u t h e r n ,  a n d  

t h e  a c t o r  S l i m  P i c k e n s ,  b u t  K u b r i c k  a n d  h i s  

p r o d u c t i o n  c o m p a n y  r e m a i n e d  e l u s i v e .

A f t e r  “ f i e l d i n g  s e v e r a l  a n g r y  c a l l s ”  b y  t h e  

s t a f f  o f  K u b r i c k ’s  t h e n  c u r r e n t  p r o j e c t ,  B a r r y  

L y n d o n ,  M a r k  a b a n d o n e d  t h e  d o c u m e n t a r y  

a n d  u s e d  h i s  s o u r c e s  t o  c o m p o s e  t h e  p r o f i l e .  

A l t h o u g h  h e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  d i s c o u r a g e d ,  

t h e  a r t i c l e  r e v e a l s  s o m e o n e  w h o  i s  a m b i t i o u s ,  

d e t e r m i n e d ,  a n d  r e s o u r c e f u l .

I n  t h e  o p e n i n g  p a r a g r a p h s  o f  h i s  p i e c e ,  

a n o t h e r  c o v e r  s t o r y  f o r  M i l l i m e t e r ,  M a r k  

u s e s  a  q u o t e  f r o m  K u b r i c k  t h a t  s t r i k e s  m e  

a s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  d a r k :  “ M a n  i s n ’t  a  n o b l e  

s a v a g e ;  h e ’s  a n  i g n o b l e  s a v a g e .  H e  i s  

i r r a t i o n a l ,  b r u t a l ,  w e a k ,  s i l l y  a n d  u n a b l e  t o  

b e  o b j e c t i v e  a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  w h e r e  h i s  o w n  

i n t e r e s t s  a r e  i n v o l v e d — t h a t  a b o u t  s u m s  i t  u p .  

I ’ m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  b r u t a l  a n d  v i o l e n t  n a t u r e  

o f  m a n ,  b e c a u s e  i t ’s  a  t r u e  p i c t u r e  o f  h i m . ”

W h e n  t h e  p r o f i l e  r a n  i n  D e c e m b e r  1 9 7 5 ,  

M a r k  h a d  j u s t  t u r n e d  t w e n t y - o n e .  H e  c o u l d n ’t  

h a v e  k n o w n  i t  y e t ,  b u t  h e  w a s  a t  t h e  m i d p o i n t  

o f  l i f e ,  w h i c h  e n d e d  w i t h  a  b r u t a l  a n d  v i o l e n t  

d e a t h  i n  a  m o t e l  r o o m  b y  h i s  o w n  h a n d .

W h a t  i s  t h e  t r u e  p i c t u r e  o f  M a r k ’s  l i f e ?  I  

r e f u s e  t o  a l l o w  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  h i s  d e a t h  

e c l i p s e  h i s  w o r k .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  n o t h i n g  l e s s  

t h a n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  n a r r a t i v e .

*

T h e  D e c e m b e r  1 9 7 6  i s s u e  o f  M i l l i m e t e r  

f e a t u r e s  M a r t i n  S c o r s e s e ’s  T a x i  D r i v e r  o n  t h e  

c o v e r .  M a r k  h a s  a  p i e c e  i n  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  

i s s u e  c a l l e d  “ I n c i d e n t  w i t h  a  T a x i  D r i v e r . ”

M a r k  r e c a l l s  a  v i s i t  t o  S i x t y - t h i r d  S t r e e t  

a n d  B r o a d w a y  w h e r e  S c o r s e s e  w a s  s h o o t i n g .  

W h i l e  v i s i t i n g  t h e  s e t  h e  e x c h a n g e d  g l a n c e s  

w i t h  R o b e r t  D e  N i r o ,  w h o m  m y  c o u s i n  

r e c o g n i z e d  a s  h i s  c a b  d r i v e r  t h r e e  m o n t h s  

e a r l i e r ,  w h i l e  g o i n g  t o  s e e  a  M a r t i n  S c o r s e s e  

f i l m ,  o f  a l l  t h i n g s .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  D e  N i r o  

p r e p a r e d  f o r  h i s  r o l e  b y  w o r k i n g  a s  a  N e w  

Y o r k  h a c k .

D i d  M a r k  i n v e n t  t h i s  s c e n e ?  W a s  h e  

s t r i v i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  s o m e o n e

w h e r e  n o n e  e x i s t e d ?  I t ’s  t e m p t i n g  t o  t h i n k  s o ,  

b u t  I ’m  i n c l i n e d  t o  d o u b t  i t .  M y  c o u s i n  w a s  

a l r e a d y  o n  a  f i r s t  n a m e  b a s i s  w i t h  S c o r s e s e  ( h e  

r e f e r s  t o  h i m  a s  “ M a r t y ” ) .  H e  w a s  a  s e r i o u s  

p e r s o n  w h o  w a n t e d  t o  b e  t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y  a n d  

i t  c o m e s  t h r o u g h  i n  h i s  i n t e r v i e w s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

t h o s e  t h a t  t a k e  p l a c e  o n  s e t .  H e  w a s  p a s s i o n a t e  

a n d  p r e p a r e d .  I f  h e  w a n t e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  

h e  b e l o n g e d  o n  t h e  s e t  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  d o n e  

s o  t h r o u g h  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m ,  a n d  n o t  w i t h  a  

f a b r i c a t e d  s t o r y  a b o u t  a  c h a n c e  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  

a n  a c t o r .

B y  1 9 7 8 ,  M i l l i m e t e r  h a d  e x p a n d e d  f r o m  

a  s i x t y - p a g e  p u b l i c a t i o n  w i t h  a  s t a p l e  i n  t h e  

c e n t e r  t o  1 4 8  p a g e s  w i t h  p e r f e c t  b i n d i n g .  

M a r k  w a s  n o w  w r i t i n g  f o r  o n e  o f  t h e  

m a g a z i n e ’s  c o l u m n s ,  “ O n  L o c a t i o n . ”  I  d o n ’t  

k n o w  h o w  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  h e  w r o t e ,  b u t  I ’ v e  

o n l y  g o t  t w o .

I n  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 7 8 ,  

M a r k  v e n t u r e s  t o  P i e r  1 2  o f  t h e  B r o o k l y n  

d o c k s  t o  i n t e r v i e w  M i c h a e l  W i n n e r ,  b e s t  

k n o w n  f o r  t h e  D e a t h  W i s h  m o v i e s  ( a l t h o u g h  

T h e  M e c h a n i c  i s  m y  p e r s o n a l  f a v o r i t e  o f  

h i s ) .  T h e i r  i n t e r v i e w  t a k e s  p l a c e  o n  t h e  s e t  o f  

F i r e p o w e r ,  a  J a m e s  C o b u m  v e h i c l e .

T h e  i n t e r v i e w  i s  f a i r l y  f o r g e t t a b l e  b u t  

w h a t  i m p r e s s e s  m e  i s  M a r k ’s  w a t c h f u l  e y e  

a n d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l .  H e ’s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  a l l  

o f  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  h i s  w r i t i n g  i s  p e p p e r e d  

w i t h  j a r g o n .  W h i l e  i t ’s  t r u e  h e ’s  w r i t i n g  f o r  

f i l m  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  n o t  f a n s ,  I  c a n ’t  h e l p  b u t  

g e t  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  M a r k  i s  t r e a t i n g  t h e s e  s e t  

v i s i t s  a s  m i n i  i n t e r n s h i p s .  H e ’s  c l e a r l y  t r y i n g  

t o  a b s o r b  e v e r y t h i n g  h e  c a n  d u r i n g  h i s  t i m e  o n  

t h e  s e t .  W h i l e  h e  n o t e s  t h e  s c r u m  o f  a c t i v i t y  

t h a t  f o l l o w s  C o b u m ’s  a r r i v a l ,  M a r k  i s  m o r e  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  s i d e  o f  t h i n g s .  I t ’s  

a l m o s t  a s  i f  h e ’s  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  a  t i m e  w h e n  

h e ’s  i n  c h a r g e .  T h i s  b e g s  a  q u e s t i o n :  d i d  

M a r k  w a n t  t o  d i r e c t ?

*

R e a d i n g  M a r k ’s  c o l u m n  f o r  t h e  

D e c e m b e r  1 9 7 8  i s s u e  o f  M i l l i m e t e r ,  I  k n o w  

I ’ v e  s t u m b l e d  u p o n  a  g o l d  m i n e .

F o r  h i s  l a t e s t  i n s t a l l m e n t  o f  “ O n  L o c a t i o n , ”  

M a r k  v e n t u r e d  o u t  t o  C o n e y  I s l a n d  t o  w h e r e  

W a l t e r  H i l l  w a s  d i r e c t i n g  T h e  W a r r i o r s .

M a n y  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  w h e n  M a r k  w a s  b e i n g  

i n t e r v i e w e d  b y  t h e  h o r r o r  m o v i e  m a g a z i n e  

F a n g o r i a  o n  t h e  s e t  o f  h i s  m o v i e  N e o n  

M a n i a c s ,  M a r k  r e v e a l e d  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  

o f  T h e  W a r r i o r s  o n  h i s  s c r e e n p l a y .  I n



W h a t  i s  t h e  t r u e  p i c t u r e  o f  M a r k ’ s  l i f e ?

I  r e f u s e  b o  a l l o w  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  h i s  

d e a t h  e c l i p s e  h i s  w o r k .

h i s  c o n c e p t i o n ,  N e o n  M a n i a c s  w a s  a  
s u p e r n a t u r a l  g a n g  m o v i e  w i t h  a  g a n g  o f  
m a n i a c s  f r o m  a n o t h e r  d i m e n s i o n .

T h i s  w a s  a  c r i t i c a l  r e v e l a t i o n  b e c a u s e  
i n  t h e  m o v i e ,  t h e  m a n i a c s ’ o r i g i n s — o r  
e v e n  t h e i r  p u r p o s e — is  n e v e r  d i s c u s s e d .  
T h e y  a r e  s i m p l y  t h e r e .  C lu e s  a r e  g i v e n  a s  to  
w h e r e  t h e y  h i d e  o u t  u n d e r  t h e  G o l d e n  G a te  
B r i d g e ,  b u t  i t ’s  n o t  r e v e a l e d  u n t i l  t h e  f in a l  
f r a m e  t h a t  t h i s  l a i r  i s  a c t u a l l y  s o m e  k i n d  
o f  p o r t a l  t o  a n o t h e r  p l a c e ,  o r  d i m e n s i o n ,  o r  
e v e n  h e l l .  I t ’s  n o t  r e a l l y  c l e a r ,  w h i c h ,  s a d ly ,  
m a k e s  w a t c h i n g  M a r k ’s  f i r s t  f i l m  a  l e s s - t h a n -  
s a t i s f y i n g  v i e w i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .

W h i c h  i s  a  s h a m e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  a n  
o r i g i n  s to r y ,  t h o u g h  p e r h a p s  n o t  o n e  t h a t  
m o v i e g o e r s  w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e .  G r o w i n g  u p  in  
B a y  R i d g e ,  M a r k  w a t c h e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o f  t h e  V e r r a z a n o - N a r r o w s  B r i d g e  a t  t h e  
s o u t h w e s t e r n  t i p  o f  B r o o k ly n .  I t  i s  t h e  
b r i d g e  t h a t  w i l l ,  f o r  b e t t e r  o r  w o r s e ,  c o n n e c t  
B r o o k l y n  a n d  S t a t e n  I s l a n d .  I t  i s  t h e  b r i d g e  
t h a t  w i l l ,  f o r  b e t t e r  o r  w o r s e ,  c e m e n t  t h e  f i lm  
S a t u r d a y  N i g h t  F e v e r  i n  B a y  R i d g e  lo r e .

B u t  o n  t h e  B r o o k l y n  s id e ,  u n d e r n e a t h  a  
b r i d g e ,  s i t s  a  p y r a m i d - s h a p e d  s u p p o r t  t h a t  
f a s c i n a t e d  M a r k .  A s  h e  w a t c h e d  i t  b e i n g  
b u i l t ,  h e  i m a g i n e d  t h a t  i t  s e r v e d  a s  a  c o n d u i t  
to  h e l l ,  o r  s o m e  o t h e r  d a r k  p l a c e ,  f r o m  w h i c h  
f a n t a s t i c  c r e a t u r e s  m i g h t  e m e r g e .

H e  m a d e  t h o s e  d r e a m s  in t o  a  k i n d  o f  
s h i m m e r i n g  r e a l i t y  i n  N e o n  M a n i a c s ,  a  d r e a m  
t h a t  d i s s i p a t e d  w h e n  t h e  p r o d u c e r s  d e c i d e d  to

m o v e  t h e  m o v i e ’s  s e t t i n g  f r o m  B r o o k l y n  to  
S a n  F r a n c i s c o .

B u t  k n o w i n g  M a r k  h a d  v i s i t e d  t h e  s e t  
o f  T h e  W a r r i o r s  t h r i l l s  m e .  H i s  o p i n i o n s  
a b o u t  T h e  W a r r i o r s  w e r e  w e l l - e a r n e d :  
p r i o r  t o  v i s i t i n g  H i l l ’s  s e t  h e ’d  r e a d  t h e  
s c r e e n p l a y  H i l l  w r o t e  w i t h  D a v i d  S c h a b e r  
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  n o v e l  b y  S o l  Y u r i c k  f r o m  
w h i c h  i t  w a s  a d a p t e d .

“ T h e  W a r r i o r s , ”  M a r k  d e c l a r e s  “ i s  
a c t u a l l y  a  w e s t e r n  i n  t h e  g u i s e  o f  a n  u r b a n  
a c t i o n  d r a m a ,  w i t h  t h e  c i t y s c a p e s  s t a n d i n g  
in  f o r  t h e  p l a i n s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  W e s t  a n d  
t h e  r i v a l  g a n g s  s t a n d i n g  i n  f o r  t h e  w a r r i n g  
I n d i a n  t r i b e s . ”

M a r k  g o e s  o n  t o  d e s c r i b e  a n  a c t i o n  
s e q u e n c e  b e i n g  f i l m e d .  “ A  d a r k  h e a r s e ,  o ld ,  
b a t t l e - s c a r r e d ,  w i t h  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  o f  T h e  
R o g u e s ,  c r u i s e s  S u r f  A v e n u e ,  p a s t  b o a r d e d -  
u p  h o t  d o g  s t a n d s  a n d  v a c a n t  h o t e l s  i n  s e a r c h  
o f  W a r r i o r s . ”

T h i s  i s  t h e  f a m o u s :  “ W a r r i o r s . . .  C o m e  
o u t  to  p l a y . . . ”  s c e n e .  M a r k  r e c o r d s  H i l l ’s 
r e a c t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c r e w ’s  r e s p o n s e  t o  tfye 
e e r i e  c a l l  f r o m  t h e  d i l a p i d a t e d  h e a r s e .  T h e y  
h a d  s o m e t h i n g  s p e c i a l ,  t h e y  a l l  k n e w  i t ,  a n d  
M a r k  w a s  t h e r e  t o  w i t n e s s  it .

*

W h i l e  r e a d i n g  th e s e  a r t i c l e s  a n d  
i n t e r v i e w s ,  I  c a t c h  g l i m p s e s  o f  m y s e l f :  
w a i t i n g  o u t s i d e  o f  a  c l u b  f o r  a  b a n d  t o  s h o w  u p

f o r  a n  i n t e r v i e w ,  g e t t i n g  t h e  r u n  a r o u n d  f r o m  
g a t e k e e p e r s ,  a n d  t r a v e l i n g  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e s  f o r  
t h e  s a k e  o f  a  s to r y ,  w o n d e r i n g  i f  a n y o n e  w i l l  
e v e n  r e a d  i t ,  m u c h  l e s s  c a r e .

I ’v e  p u t  m y  e n e r g y  in to  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  w e n t  
n o w h e r e  o r  c a m e  to  f r u i t i o n  o n ly  to  b e  r e j e c te d .  
O f t e n  th o s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  d o  g e t  p u b l i s h e d  a r e  
i g n o r e d ,  w h ic h  is  s o m e h o w  w o r s e .

I ’m  i n t i m a t e  w i t h  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  r e c k l e s s  
j o y  a n d  b i t i n g  c y n i c i s m  t h a t  c o m e s  w i t h  
w o r k i n g  o n  a  p r o j e c t  I  s u s p e c t  h a s  o n ly  m e  
f o r  a n  a u d i e n c e .

T o  b e  p e r f e c t l y  h o n e s t ,  t h i s  p r o j e c t  o f t e n  
f e e l s  l i k e  t h a t .

S o m e t i m e s  I  l a y  i n  b e d  a t  n i g h t  
a d m o n i s h i n g  m y s e l f  f o r  n o t  b e i n g  t a l e n t e d  
e n o u g h  t o  m a k e  t h i s  a s  c o m p e l l i n g  
f o r  y o u  a s  i t  i s  f o r  m e .  I  k n o w  t h a t  i s  a  
f o o l i s h  m e t r i c .  A f t e r  a l l ,  y o u  a r e n ’t  t h e  
o n e  w h o  n e v e r  t o l d  M a r k  y o u  l o v e d  h i m .  
Y o u  h a v e n ’t  e n l i s t e d  i n  a  c a m p a i g n  f o r  a  
l i f e l o n g  l i b e r a t i o n  f r o m  r e g r e t .

K n o w i n g  t h a t  M a r k  w i t n e s s e d  s o  m a n y  
m o v i e s  b e i n g  m a d e  m a k e s  m e  a p p r e c i a t e  
h i m  e v e n  m o r e .  I ’l l  n e v e r  b e  a b l e  t o  w a t c h  
T a x i D r i v e r  o r  T h e  W a r r i o r s  a g a i n  w i t h o u t  
t h i n k i n g  o f  M a r k  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  s h a d o w s  
l i k e  a  g h o s t .

- J i m  R u l a n d



asian goth punks rule 
the world! S t a r r i n g  

Aya & Chris by Marina Omi

W h o a !  T h e r e ' s  a l m o s t  $ 2 0 0  h e r e ! w h a t  s h o u l d  w e  d o  w i t h  i t ?

H m . . .

W i n e  c o o l e r s ?

A c i d ?

M c D o n a l d ' s ?

o r  m a y b e  s o m e t h i n g  f a n c y ?

n o w  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g !

I  s h o u l d  

u s e  a  n e w  

c o l l a r .

s o m e t h i n g  c l a s s y .



T h i s  s h i r t  i s  s o  

r i d i c u l o u s .

W h o  w o u l d  e v e n  

w e a r  s o m e t h i n g  

l i k e  t h i s ?

H a !

Y o u  w a n n a  f r y  

i t  o n  d o n ' t  y o u ?

n o

m a y b e .



F I R E  H E A D S  

( M a d i s o n ,  g a r a g e ,  p u n k ,  

s m a c k d o w n s )

W O O D  C H I C K E N S

M e a t  P u p p e t s  m e e t  t h e  

M i n u t e m e n !

S E G E R  L IB E R A T IO N  A R M Y - L P  

T o m  P o t t e r  a n d  c r e w  a r e  b a c k  

w i t h  a n  L P ’s  w o r t h  o f  S e g e r  

S y s t e m  f a v o r i t e s !

T H E  H U S S Y  

I S e e  J u s t  F i n e  E P  

T h e  H u s s y 's  f i r s t  r e c o r d  

in  t w o  y e a r s !

C O M I N G  S O O N

W h i t e  S a v a g e S w e e t  J A P

N O W  A V A I L A B L E

B A S E B A L L  F U R I E S  

A l l  A m e r i c a n  P s y c h o

T W I N  G U N S  -  L P

G A L L E R Y  N I G H T

B i g  N e c k  R e c o r d s  

3 9 8 7 7  T h o m a s  M i l l  R d  

L e e s b u r g ,  V A  2 0 1 7 5  

b i g n e c k r e c o r d s . c o m  

b i g n e c k r e c o r d s @ u s a . n e t

S W E E T  K N IV E S

( P s s s s s t . . . L o s t  S o u n d s  R e b o o t )

H E A V Y  L ID S  
B l e e d  M e  E P  

S c u m ,  S c i  F i ,  P u n k  

f r o m  N e w  O r l e a n s

F I R E  R E T A R D E D  - 
S c r o g g z  M a n o r  L P / C D  

F e a t u r i n g  B o b b y  H u s s y  f r o m  
t h e  H u s s y ,  s t o n e d ,  g a r a g e ,  

f u z z e d  o u t ,  p u n k ,  r o c k !

H E A V Y  P S Y C H  R O C K  

T r io  f r o m  D u b l i n ,  

I r e l a n d .

C O M I N G  S O O N

S t o p  W o r r y i n g  a n d  
L o v e  t h e  B o m b

R i c h a r d  V a i n - E x - P o n y s

G i n o  a n d  t h e  G o o n s

F a c i l i t y  M e n

W o o d  C h i c k e n s

mailto:bigneckrecords@usa.net


m y  e i g h t y - s e v e n t h  ( s p o o k y )  c o l u m n  f o r  r a z o r c a k e  b y  b e n  s n a k e p i t

a  r e t r o s p e c t i v e  o f  m y  f a v o r i t e  

halloween costumes

I ' m  o b v i o u s l y  a  h u g e  f a n  
o f  t h e  m i s f i t s  a n d  p l a y e d  
i n  a l o t  o f  h a l l o w e e n  

c o v e r  b a n d s  a s  

whoa
oh!

j e r r y  o n l y

. . . a n d  o n c e  

a s  t h e  s i n g e r  

whoa oh!

g l e n n  d a n z i g

a n o t h e r  f a v o r i t e  
s i n g e r  I  d r e s s e d  a s . .

k i n g  d i a m o n d

i'v e  a lso  e n jo y e d  

d r e s s i n g  u p  
as m o v ie  c h a r a c te r s

s w e e p  t h e  l e g  j o h n n y

e v e n  n o n - s p e c i f i c  o n e s

a  b a s e b a l l  f u r y

a n d  o n c e  ( w h e n  i  

h a d  b e e n  e a s t i n g  a  

lo t  o f  l s d . . . )

a  g u y  th a t  l ik e s  
t h e  c o n e h e a d s

s p e a k in g  o f d ru g s , o n e  
y e a r I w a s  a  c h e e c h  

a n d  c h o n g  c h a ra cte r

e d d i e  t o r r e s  

t h e  e x t r a  t e s t i c l e

a n d  a s  a  h u g e  

s t a r  t r e k  f a n  a n  
obvious one

w o r f ,  s o n  o f  m o g h

sometimes it's fun to just be something silly

a  g o r i l l a  
o n  v a c a t i o n

. . . o r  s o m e t h i n g  s c i e n t i f i c

t y c h o  b r a v e

i  a l r e a d y  h a v e  m y  n e x t  
c o s t u m e  p l a n n e d  o u t . . .

happy halloween

t h e  " w e  w i n "  g u y  f r o m  t h e  
o p e n i n g  c r e d i t s  o f  c h e e r s

b e n s n a k e p i t @ g m a i l . c o m



a b o l i t i o n i s t

“ T H E  I K S T A N T ”  L P / C D / C S

12 new  s o n g s  o f  punchy , d y s to p ia n  

p u n k /h a rd c o re  from  th i s  O regon q u a r t e t  ( a r t  by 

H o rse b ite s , m a s te r e d  a t  The B la s t in g  Room )

1 8 5 9  R E C O R D S

ia59REOORDS.BANDCAMF.COM

ABOLmONiSTBANDCAMF.COM

“ T H E  p i n n a c l e ”  r  b p

S T I L L  A V A I L A B L E :
BLACKBIRD RAUB "SWIODEN" BLP
[) SCI O loot D 19" CD rftbtKIiTfcK 1/ fcr

H8///SE UP

N a z i  T r u m p s  F u c k  O f f !  T e e
U n is e x  s m  - 2X L  

L a d ie s  F i t t e d  Sm  - 2X L D E M O C R A C Y  W E  D E L I V E R  T E E
U n is e x  Sm  - 2X L 

L a d ie s  F i t t e d  Sm  - 2X L

V O D B A T  T e e
UNISEX SM - 2X L 

L a d ie s  f i t t e d  Sm - 2X L

A T  B A T  L O G O  T E E
U n is e x  Sm  - 2X L 

L a d ie s  F i t t e d  Sm - 2X L

D E A D  E N D IN G  
“ SHOOT THE M ESSENG ER”

IT C H Y -O
“ FROM THE OVERFLOW ING”

A R N O C O R P S
‘T h e  U n b e l i e v a b l e ”

T H E  W O R L D /I N F E R N O  
F R I E N D S H I P  S O C IE T Y
“ TH IS PACKED FUN ERA L”

A l t e r n a t i v e  T e n t a c l e s  r e c o r d s

P O  B O X  4 1 9 0 9 2  S A N  F R A N C I S C O ,  C A  9 4 1 4 1  U $ A  

W W W . A L T E R N A T I V E T E N T A C L E S . C O M

http://WWW.ALTERNATIVETENTACLES.COM


I  W A T C H E D  T H E  F I R S T  E P I S O D E  O F  R E N  
&  S T I M P Y  B A C K  I N  1 9 9 1 .  I t  w a s  a  c a r t o o n  t h a t  b l e w  
m y  t w e n t y - y e a r - o l d  m i n d .  T h e  p r e m i s e  w a s  n o t  a  n e w  
o n e  a n d  t h e  c a r t o o n  i t s e l f  w a s  f u n n y ,  b u t  w h a t  r e a l l y  
d i d  i t  f o r  m e  w a s  t h e  w i l d ,  f r e n e t i c ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  
g r o t e s q u e  a r t  s t y l e  t h e  s h o w  w a s  d r a w n  in .  I t  w a s  l i k e  
n o t h i n g  I ’d  e v e r  s e e n  b e f o r e !  T h a t  d a y  I  v o w e d  I  w o u l d  
o n e  d a y  w o r k  f o r  t h e  c r e a t o r  o f  t h i s  c r a z e d  c a r t o o n  
s h o w , J o h n  K .

F l a s h  f o r w a r d  to  2 0 0 5 .  T h r o u g h  t h e  w o n d e r  o f  t h e  
i n t e r n e t ,  I  g o t  t o  k n o w  J o h n  K r i c f a l u s i  p r e t t y  w e l l .  H e  
c o m m e n t e d  o n  d r a w i n g s  I  p o s t e d  t o  m y  b l o g  a n d  o f f e r e d  
t i p s  a n d  i n s t r u c t i o n .  I  c o u l d n ’t  b e l i e v e  i t!  M y  h e r o  t o o k  
a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  m y  a r t  a n d  h e l p e d  m e  h o n e  m y  a b i l i t i e s .  
H e  s a w  m y  r a w  p o t e n t i a l  a n d  k n e w  h e  c o u l d  m a k e  i t  
in t o  s o m e t h i n g  g r e a t .  H e  i n v i t e d  m e  to  h i s  p a r t i e s  w h e r e  
I  g o t  t o  m e e t  a  b u n c h  o f  o t h e r  g r e a t  c a r t o o n i s t s ,  m a n y  
o f  w h o m  a r e  s t i l l  g o o d  f r i e n d s  o f  m i n e .  T h i s  c o u l d  h a v e  
b e e n  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  m y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  J o h n  K . ,  a n d  I  
w o u l d  h a v e  “ d i e d  h a p p y .”

M y  u l t i m a t e  d r e a m  c a m e  t r u e  w h e n  h e  a s k e d  m e  
i n  2 0 0 6  t o  w o r k  a n d  t r a i n  w i t h  h i m  a t  h i s  h o m e  s t u d i o .  
I  w a s  f l a b b e r g a s t e d  a n d  h o n o r e d  t o  w o r k  a t  S p u m c o .  
I ’d  h e a r d  s t o r i e s  J o h n  w a s  a  t a s k m a s t e r ,  a n d  t h o s e  
s t o r i e s  w e r e  t r u e .  H e  p u s h e d  m e  t o  t h e  l i m i t  o f  m y  
a b i l i t y ,  t h e n  a s k e d  f o r  m o r e .  T h e r e  w e r e  d a y s  w h e n  I 
r e a l l y  d i d n ’t  l i k e  h i m ,  b u t  t h e n  h e ’d  c o m p l i m e n t  o n e  
o f  m y  d r a w i n g s  a n d  I ’d  f o r g e t  a b o u t  t h e  c r i t i c i s m s  
a n d  e n d l e s s  r e - d r a w s  o f  t h e  d a y  b e f o r e .  S u c h  w a s  h i s  
c h a r i s m a .  T o  b e  i n  J o h n ’s  c i r c l e  w a s  t o  b e  e n t h r a l l e d

b y  h im .  B e i n g  i n  t h a t  c i r c l e  o p e n e d  d o o r s ,  e v e n  f o r  a  
n e w  c a r t o o n i s t  l i k e  m y s e l f .

O n  M a r c h  2 9  2 0 1 8 ,  t w o  f o r m e r  S p u m c o  a n i m a t o r s  
b r o u g h t  f o r t h  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  s e x u a l  a b u s e  a n d  h a r a s s m e n t  
a g a i n s t  J o h n .  A s  I  r e a d  t h e  o n l i n e  a r t i c l e ,  m y  s t o m a c h  
c h u r n e d .  T h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  d e s c r i b e d  a r e  h o r r i b l e  a n d  
h e i n o u s ,  a n d  I  b e l i e v e  t h e m  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y .  J o h n ’s  
r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  h i r i n g  ( a n d  d a t i n g )  c u t e ,  t a l e n t e d  y o u n g  
l a d y  c a r t o o n i s t s  w a s  a l r e a d y  c o m m o n  k n o w l e d g e  a t  
t h i s  p o i n t ,  a n d  w h e n  I  w a s  t h e r e ,  h i s  g i r l f r i e n d  h a d  j u s t  
g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  O t i s  S c h o o l  o f  D e s i g n .  I  t h o u g h t  i t  w a s  
s l i g h t l y  c r e e p y ,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  b o t h  c o n s e n t i n g  a d u l t s ,  
t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w a s n ’t  a n y  o f  m y  b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  a g a in ,  
s h e  w a s  a  y o u n g  w o m a n .  T h i s  a r t i c l e  r e v e a l e d  a  s i d e  o f  
J o h n  I  h a d  n o  i d e a  e x i s t e d ,  a n d  I ’m  d i s g u s t e d ,  a p p a l l e d ,  
a n d  d i s a p p o i n t e d .

I ’v e  b e e n  s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  m y  f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  t h i s  
w h o l e  s i t u a t io n .  I  o w e  J o h n  a  h e l l  o f  a  lo t .  I  c a n  h o n e s t l y  
s a y  I  w o u l d n ’t  h a v e  a  g r e a t  n u m b e r  o f  m y  s k i l l s  w i t h o u t  
h i s  h e l p  a n d  g u id a n c e .  B u t  h o w  d o  I  s q u a r e  t h a t  w i t h  
t h e s e  a b u s e  a l l e g a t i o n s ?  H o w  c a n  I  s a y  I  a d m i r e  h i m  a s  
a  m e n t o r ,  w h e n ,  t o  m e ,  h e ’s  t h e  w o r s t  t y p e  o f  m o n s t e r ?  
I ’v e  b e e n  e x p l a i n i n g  m y  t i m e  a t  S p u m c o  t o  a  l o t  o f  
p e o p l e  t h i s  p a s t  w e e k ,  r e a s s u r i n g  t h e m  t h a t  i f  I  h a d  
k n o w n  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d — o r  i f  I ’d  s e e n  s o m e t h i n g  
w r o n g — I w o u l d  h a v e  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e p o r t e d  it .

W o r k i n g  f o r  a n d  t r a in in g  w i t h  J o h n  u s e d  to  b e  a  
b a d g e  o f  h o n o r  f o r  m e ,  n o w  i t  j u s t  m a k e s  m e  f e e l  d ir ty .

- A r t  F u e n t e s



an am erican g r i l l e d  c h e e s e  r e v i e w

Y o u t h f u l  

m u s i c a l  

d e m o c r a c y  

i n  a c t i o n .

T H E  G R E A T  R O C K ’ N ’ R O L L  S P I N D L E

W h e n  I  w a s  a  k i d ,  o u r  s t e r e o  u s e d  to  h a v e  
a  s p in d le .  I  m e a n ,  a  r e a l  s p in d le ,  a  t h i n  m e ta l  
p o l e  a b o u t  f o u r  i n c h e s  h i g h ,  s m a c k  d a b  i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  o f  t h e  t u r n t a b l e .  O n e  p e r c h e d  a n  a l b u m  
a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s p i n d l e — w h e r e  i t  w o b b l e d ,  
s u s p e n d e d ,  l i k e  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c i r c u l a r  F l y i n g  
W a l l e n d a — a n d  r o t a t e d  a n  a r m  c o n t r a p t i o n  
o v e r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  s e c u r i n g  i t  i n  p l a c e ,  h i g h  o v e r  
t h e  t u r n t a b l e .  I f  o n e  w a s  o f  a  m i n d  to ,  o n e  
c o u l d  a d d  a  s e c o n d  a l b u m  b e f o r e  b r i n g i n g  
t h e  a r m  o v e r  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  s ta c k .  T h e n  o n e  
t w e a k e d  a  s w i t c h ,  t h e  t u r n t a b l e  w h i r r e d  in to  
a c t i o n ,  t h e  b o t t o m  a l b u m  d a r i n g l y  p lu n g e d  
f r o m  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s p i n d l e  t o  t h e  r o t a t i n g  
p l a t t e r  b e l o w ,  t h e  s t y l u s  m o v e d  b y  i t s  o w n  
a c c o r d  t o  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  w h i r l i n g  a l b u m ,  
p l o p p e d  d o w n  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  v i n y l ,  a n d  
p r e s t o !  Z e  R o c k  a n d  Z e  R o l l !  W h e n  t h e  s id e  
c o n c l u d e d ,  t h e  s ty lu s  r a i s e d  a n d  r e t u r n e d  to  
i t s  p e r c h ,  a s  i f  b y  m a g i c ,  a n d  t h e  t u r n t a b l e  
c e a s e d  r o t a t i o n .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a  t w o - a l b u m  
s t a c k ,  t h e  t u r n t a b l e  c o n t i n u e d  to  r o t a t e ,  th e  
s e c o n d  e l p e e  p l u n g e d  d o w n  a t o p  t h e  f i r s t ,  t h e  
s ty lu s  r e - e n g a g e d  t h e  v in y l ,  a n d  t h e  m u s i c  
c o n t i n u e d  ( i f  y o u ’v e  e v e r  o b s e r v e d  th a t  
d o u b l e  a l b u m  s e t s  m a n u f a c t u r e d  u p  th r o u g h  
t h e  1 9 7 0 s  h a v e  s i d e s  1 a n d  4  o n  o n e  r e c o r d  
a n d  s i d e s  2  a n d  3  o n  t h e  o th e r ,  t h a t ’s  n o t  s o  
t h e  s i d e  n u m b e r s  o n  e a c h  r e c o r d  a d d  u p  to  
f i v e ,  t h e r e b y  k e e p i n g  t h e  a l b u m ’s  b r a  c u p  
s i z e  r e g u l a r ;  p u t t i n g  s id e s  1 a n d  2  o n  d i f f e r e n t  
p i e c e s  o f  v i n y l  a l l o w e d  t h e  l i s t e n e r  t o  h e a r  th e  
f i r s t  t w o  s i d e s  o f  t h e  a l b u m  w i t h o u t  g e t t i n g  
u p  o f f  o n e ’s  s o f a  /  L a - Z - B o y ®  /  s e x  p a r t n e r  
t o  f l i p  t h e  r e c o r d  o v e r .  R e c o r d  o n e  d r o p p e d ,  
s i d e  1 p l a y e d ,  r e c o r d  t w o  d r o p p e d ,  s i d e  2  
p l a y e d .  W h e n  o n e  g o t  u p  t o  f l i p  t h e  s t a c k ,  
s i d e  3 w a s  n o w  c o n v e n i e n t l y  o n  t h e  b o t t o m ,  
a n d  s id e  4  o n  to p .  W i th  o n e  d e f t  t u r n ,  th e  
r e c o r d s  c o u l d  b e  i n v e r t e d  o n  t h e  s p i n d l e ,  a n d  
t h e  p r o c e s s  r e p e a t e d  f o r  s i d e s  3  a n d  4 .  P u t  
e l s e w i s e ,  o n e  c o u l d  l i s t e n  t o  a l l  f o u r  s i d e s  o f  
a  d o u b l e  a l b u m  a n d  o n ly  h a v e  t o  d i s e n g a g e  
f r o m  l e t h a r g y  ( o r  m a d ,  s a v v y  p a s s i o n )  a n d  
w a l k  t o  t h e  t u r n t a b l e  o n c e  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .  T h a t ,  
t h e y  t e l l  m e ,  i s  c a l l e d  a u t o m a t i c  s e q u e n c e .  
S o ,  w h a t ’s  t h e  b e s t  d o u b l e  a l b u m  o f  t h e  l a s t  
t w e n t y  o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s ?  I  d u n n o  t h a t  I ’v e  
r e a l l y  b e a t  t h e  b u s h e s  to  h a r v e s t  a l l  p o s s i b l e  
c a n d i d a t e s  h e r e ,  b u t  I ’m  g o i n g  t o  g o  w i t h  m y  
g u t  a n d  s a y  i t ’s  S ix te e n  W ire s  f r o m  t h e  N e w  
P r o v o c a t e  b y  t h e  R e g i s t r a t o r s .  R e l e a s e d  in  
1 9 9 8 ,  c u r s o r y  v i s u a l  i n s p e c t i o n  q u i c k l y  b e a r s  
o u t  t h a t  S ix te e n  W ire s , u n l i k e  o u r  o l d - t i m e y  
m o d e l  in  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e x a m p l e ,  a s s i g n s  s id e s  
1 a n d  2  t o  o n e  r e c o r d ,  a n d  s i d e s  3  a n d  4  to  
t h e  o th e r .  T h a t ’s  c a l l e d  m a n u a l  s e q u e n c e ,

o s t e n s i b l y  b e c a u s e  m a n u a l  s t i m u l a t i o n  i s  a s  
f a r  a s  y o u ’r e  g o n n a  g e t  b e f o r e  y o u  h a v e  t o  g e t  
u p  a n d  f l i p  t h e  r e c o r d  o v e r .  A f t e r  p u t t i n g  o n  
r e c o r d  o n e ,  s i d e  1, a  p e r s o n  n e e d s  t o  g e t  u p ,  
f l i p  t h e  r e c o r d  o v e r ,  p l a y  s id e  2 ,  g e t  u p ,  p u t  
r e c o r d  o n e  a w a y ,  h a u l  o u t  r e c o r d  tw o ,  p l a y  
s i d e  3 ,  g e t  u p ,  f l i p  t h e  r e c o r d  o v e r ,  a n d  p l a y  
s i d e  4 .  O n e  n o w  n e e d s  t o  g e t  u p  a n d  s t a g g e r  
t o  t h e  t u r n t a b l e  t h r i c e  t o  h e a r  a l l  f o u r  s id e s  
o f  a  d o u b l e  a l b u m  i n  s e q u e n c e ;  i n  t y m e s  o f  
o l d e  o n e  g o t  u p  b u t  t h e  o n c e .  I  s u b m i t  t o  y o u  
o n e  e a r n e s t  ( i f  r h e t o r i c a l )  q u e s t i o n :  A p a r t  

f r o m  a l l o w i n g  a  b r i e f p e r i o d  o f  r e c o v e r y  f r o m  
t h e  i n d e n t a t i o n s  b e i n g  i n f l i c t e d  o n  m y  s o f a ,  
L a - Z - B o y ®  o r  s e x  p a r t n e r ,  h o w  c a n  t h i s  b e  
c o n s i d e r e d  a n  i m p r o v e m e n t?

T h e  o l d  s c h o o l  s p i n d l e s  s e r v e d  7 ”  r e c o r d s  
e v e n  m o r e  f a b u l o u s l y :  W e  d i d n ’t  h a v e  t h o s e  
f l i m s y  l i t t l e  y e l l o w  p l a s t i c  4 5  a d a p t e r s  b a c k  
i n  t h e  d a y  ( w e l l ,  I  g u e s s  w e  d i d ,  b u t  n o b o d y  
r e a l l y  u s e d  t h e m ) ;  w e  h a d  a  b i g  b l a c k  t h i n g  
t h a t  w a s  r o u g h l y  t h e  s i z e  a n d  s h a p e  o f  a  S t a r  
T r e k ™  c o m m u n i c a t o r ,  w h i c h  w e  b o l d l y  f i t  
o v e r  o u r  m i g h t y  s p i n d l e .  T h i s  a l l o w e d  u s  t o  
s t a c k  n o t  o n e ,  n o t  t w o ,  b u t  s e v e n  7 ”  r e c o r d s  
u p  o n  t h e  s p i n d l e ’s  b u r g e o n i n g  S k y D e c k .  
W e  p u l l e d  t h e  l i t t l e  s w i t c h  o n c e ,  s a t  b a c k ,  
a n d  t h e  r e c o r d s  d r o p p e d  a n d  p l a y e d  a n d  
d r o p p e d  a n d  p l a y e d ,  o n e  a f t e r  t h e  o th e r .  
W h e n  a l l  s e v e n  r e c o r d s  h a d  p l a y e d ,  t h e  
s t y l u s  r e t u r n e d  t o  i t s  i n a c t i v e  p o s i t i o n  a n d  
t h e  t u r n t a b l e  s t o p p e d .  /  c o u l d  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  
A  s i d e s  o f  s e v e n  4 5 s  w i t h o u t  s t a n d i n g  u p  
o n c e .  I f  y o u  w e r e  h a n g i n g  o u t  w i t h  y o u r  
b u d d i e s  a f t e r  s c h o o l ,  y o u  c o u l d  t a k e  t u r n s  
f i x i n g  u p  s e v e n - r e c o r d  s t a c k s — y o u t h f u l  
m u s i c a l  d e m o c r a c y  i n  a c t i o n .  F u r t h e r ,  i f  y o u  
w a n t e d  t o  g e t  a l l  m e n t a l  o n  o n e  s o n g  a n d  
h a v e  i t  r e p e a t  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a i n ,  
y o u  c o u l d  j u s t  m o v e  t h e  a r m  a l l  t h e  w a y  
t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  a n d  t h e  r e c o r d  w o u l d  r e p e a t  
i n f i n i t e l y ,  k i n d a  l i k e  y o u  c a n  d o  w i t h  d i g i t a l  
t r a c k s ,  b u t  w i t h  v i n y l .  N o w  w h a d d a y a  h a f t a  
d o ?  P l a y  o n e  r e c o r d ,  s i t  d o w n ,  g e t  u p ,  w a l k  
o v e r  t o  t h e  s t e r e o ,  c h a n g e  o r  f l i p  t h e  r e c o r d ,  
p l a y  t h e  n e x t  s o n g ,  s i t  d o w n ,  t h r e e  m i n u t e s  
l a t e r  g e t  u p  a n d  d o  i t  a l l  o v e r  a g a i n ,  w i t h  
N O  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  a u t o - r e p e a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
s t u n n i n g  t r a c k  u n t i l  y o u r  m o m  b a n g s  y o u  in  
t h e  h e a d  w i t h  a  l a s a g n a  p a n .  I  u s e d  t o  b e  
a b l e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  s e v e n  4 5 s  i n  a  r o w  w i t h o u t  
r e g a i n i n g  a n y  m a n n e r  o f  v e r t i c a l  p o s t u r e ,  
n o w  I  h a v e  t o  g e t  u p  a n d  g o  t o  t h e  s t e r e o  
e v e r y  t h r e e  f u c k i n g  m i n u t e s .  W h a t  t h e  f u c k ,  
a m  1  l i s t e n i n g  to  r e c o r d s  o r  p r e p p i n g  f o r  a  
c o l o s t o m y  h e r e ? ?  F o r  a  s e c o n d  t i m e ,  I  a s k  
y o u :  H O W  I S  T H I S  A N  I M P R O V E M E N T ? ?

T h e  p r o b le m ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  l i e s  in  th e  s p in d le :  
W e  d o n ’t  h a v e  s p in d le s  a n y m o r e .  W e  h a v e  
n u b s .  O u r  tu r n t a b le s  n o w  c o m e  w i th  a  la rg e  
c l i t  in s te a d  o f  a  s m a l l  b o n e r  { d o  I  to s s  in  a n  
o b l i g a to r y  j o k e  a b o u t  J a p a n e s e  p o m  a c t o r s  
a n d  V a n e s s a  D e l  R io  h e r e ?  N o . N o  I  d o  n o t. 
I  h a v e  m a t u r e d  a n d  m o v e d  o n  f r o m  s u c h  
o b s e r v a t io n s ) .  B o n e r l e s s ,  o u r  tu r n t a b le s  a r e  
c o m p le t e ly  u n a b l e  to  p l a y  7 ”  r e c o r d s  th e  w a y  
n a t u r e  in t e n d e d  ( s e v e n  a t  a  t i m e ) ,  o r  d o u b le  
a l b u m s  a s  th e  f o r m a t  d ic ta t e s  i s  r i g h t  a n d  j u s t  
( i .e . ,  w i th  a  s in g le  tu r n t a b le  t r i p  /  b a t h r o o m  
b r e a k  in  t h e  m id d le ) .  L o b b y  f o r  a  g e n d e r - f r e e  
R o c k  C o n t i n u u m  a l l  y o u  w is h ,  b u t  d o  n o t  
d i s c o u n t  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  b o n e r . W e  N E E D  
th a t  th in g ,  m a n !  W e  n e e d  th a t  c e n t r a l  m e ta l l i c  
p r o t r u s io n ,  to w e r i n g  h ig h  a n d  p r o u d  a t  th e  a p e x  
o f  o u r  s te r e o  c ra p !  W e  n e e d  th e  s o o th in g  b a l m  
o f  a u to m a t io n ,  p l a y in g  o u r  r e c o r d s  o n e  a f t e r  th e  
o th e r  l i k e  s o m e  m a n n e r  o f  m e c h a n iz e d  s o n ic  
lo v e  s l a v e ! ! W e n e e d  to  b e  g e t t i n g  u p  a n d  g o i n g  
to  t h e  r e c o r d  p l a y e r  a  F U C K  o f  a  l o t  l e s s  w h e n  
w e  ’r e  s to n e d ! ! !  W h o ’s  w ith  m e ? ? ?

S o  h o w  d i d  w e  w i n d  u p  i n  s u c h  a  
m e s s ?  H o w  d i d  t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  o u r  R o c k  
T r a n s m i s s i o n  E q u i p m e n t  b e c o m e  s o  h o r r ib l y ,  
t e r r i b l y  n e r f e d  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f o u r  d e c a d e s ? ?  
W H Y  H A V E  W E  L O S T  O U R  R O C K  
B O N E R S ? ? ?  I ,  m y  f r i e n d ,  w i l l  t e l l  y o u  w h y :  
V in y l lo v e r s .  V in y l  l o v e r s  ( n o t  t o  b e  c o n f u s e d  
w i t h  l a t e x  f e t i s h i s t s ,  w h i c h  I  w o u l d  b e  k i n d  
o f  in t o ,  m a y b e ,  i f  t h a t  g a r b  w a s n ’t  s o  p r i c e y )  
a r e ,  p u t  s im p l y ,  p e o p l e  w h o  h a t e  v in y l . T H E Y  
H A T E  U S  F O R  O U R  F R E E D O M !  T H E Y  
H A T E  U S  F O R  O U R  V IN Y L !!  T H E Y  H A T E  
T H E S E  C A N S ! ! !  V in y l  l o v e r s  c o u l d n ’t  s t a n d  
h o w  o u r  M i g h t y  R o c k  B o n e r s  s l a p p e d  o u r  
r e c o r d s  d o w n  a t o p  e a c h  o t h e r  f r o m  a  h e i g h t  
o f  a  f e w  in c h e s .  V in y l o n  v in y l  c o n t a c t !  T h is  
i s  a n  a b o m i n a t i o n  in  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  l o r d !  T h e  
p r o c e s s  o f  p l o p p i n g  d o w n  f r o m  t h e  s p in d le  
c o u l d  i n f l i c t  t i n y  d i n g s ,  s c r u f f s ,  o r  s c r a t c h e s  
o n  o n e ’s  b e l o v e d  v in y l .  G r a v i t y ’s  a  b i t c h .  
E T H E L ! ! !  C A L L  9 1 1 ! ! !  M Y  R U L E R  4 5  
J U S T  W E N T  F R O M  N M -  T O  V G + H !  S o ,  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e s e  f u c k i n g  d i n g - a - l i n g s  ( m a n y  
o f  w h o m  s h i t c a n n e d  t h e i r  v in y l  w h e n  th e  
p r i s t i n e  c l a r i t y  o f  t h e  c o m p a c t  d i s c  p r o v i d e d  
a  t e m p o r a r i l y  m o r e  a t t r a c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  
o n l y  t o  r e - p u r c h a s e  i t  a l l  l a t e r ) ,  o u r  r e c o r d  
p l a y e r s  a r e  n o w  s e t  u p  to  p l a y  O N E  r e c o r d ,  
a n d  O N E  r e c o r d  o n ly .  P u t  y o u r  p r e c i o u s  v in y l  
o n .  S i t  d o w n .  S t a n d  u p . T a k e  y o u r  p r e c i o u s  
v in y l  o ff . S i t  d o w n .  S t a n d  u p . D o  i t  s o m e  
m o r e .  I S N ’T  T H I S  A W E S O M E ?  M U S I C  
A S  I T  W A S  M E A N T  T O  B E  H E A R D !  I t ’s  
f u c k i n ’ S T U P I D  is  w h a t  i t  is .  W e  g e t  s t u c k



w i t h  a l l  t h e  d u m b  a s p e c t s  o f  o w n i n g  v i n y l ,  
a n d  t h e  V in y l  L o v e r s  t a k e  a w a y  h a l f  d i e  
c o o l  a s p e c t s  s o  t h a t  w e  d o n ’t  h u r t  o u r s e lv e s .  
B a h  h u m b u g .  I  r e c e n t l y  b o u g h t  a n  O r b i t ®  
tu r n t a b l e ;  t h e y ’r e  k i n d  o f  t h e  n e w  h o t  t h i n g  
i n  t u m t a b l e r y  ( o r  s o  t h e i r  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  l e d  
m e  t o  b e l i e v e ) ,  v e r y  c o l o r f u l  a n d  m i n i m a l  
a n d  h i g h - e n d  a n d  a l l  t h a t  s h i t .  T h e r e ’s  a  
s ty lu s ,  a  p l a t t e r ,  a n  o f f / o n  s w i t c h ,  a n d  tw o  
s p i n n y  th i n g s  t h a t  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  3 3  a n d  4 5  
r p m .  T h e r e ’s  a l s o  a  b e l t  t h a t  l o o k s  l i k e  a  
b l a c k  l i c o r i c e  w h i p  t h a t  g o e s  a r o u n d  e i t h e r  
t h e  s m a l l e r  s p i n n y  t h i n g  f o r  3 3 ,  o r  t h e  b i g g e r  
s p i n n y  t h i n g  f o r  4 5 — y o u  g o t t a  m a n u a l l y  s l ip  
i t  o f f  t h e  o n e  s p i n n y  t h i n g  a n d  o n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  
i f  y o u  w a n n a  s w i t c h  s p e e d s  ( t h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
g e n e r a l l y  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  b e l t — w h i c h  i s n ’t  
s t r e t c h y  w h a t s o e v e r — j u s t  f a l l i n g  o f f  a n d  
l y i n g  th e r e ,  r e q u i r i n g  m i n u t e s  o f  s t e m  f id d l e -  
f i i c k in g  a r o u n d  j u s t  t o  g e t  t h e  b e l t  a r o u n d  
t h e  p l a t t e r  a n d  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  s p i n n y

t h i n g  a g a in .  G O D D A M M I T ,  W H E T H E R  
A N Y O N E  H E R E  A C T U A L L Y  S M O K E S  
M A R I J U A N A  O R  N O T ,  I  T H I N K  W E  C A N  
A L L  A G R E E  T H A T  N O T  M A K I N G  I T  
F U C K I N G  I M P O S S I B L E  T O  O P E R A T E  
S T E R E O  E Q U I P M E N T  W H I L E  S T O N E D  
S H O U L D  B E  D E S I G N  I M P E R A T I V E  # 1 ! ! !  
S H E E S H ! ! ! ) .  I  e v e n  o p t e d  f o r  t h e  a c r y l i c  
p l a t t e r ,  s o  m y  t u r n t a b l e  p l a t t e r  b e d  i s  a n  
i n c h - t h i c k  d i s c  o f  c l e a r  a c r y l i c  ( i t  c o s t  p l e n t y  
e x t r a ,  b u t  i t  l o o k s  r e a l l y  c o o l .  E x c e p t  I  h a v e  
to  c o v e r  i t  w i t h  a  r e g u l a r  b l a c k  f e l t  t u r n t a b l e  
m a t ,  w h i c h  s e e m s  k i n d  o f  l i k e  G r e g  G in n  
c o v e r i n g  h i s  c l e a r  a c r y l i c  D a n  A r m s t r o n g ®  
g u i t a r  w i t h  g r i p  t a p e ) .  T h e  a c r y l i c  p l a t t e r  w a s  
c o o l — u n t i l  I  f o u n d  o u t  t h e  t h i n g  a b s o r b s  a n d  
r a d i a t e s  h e a t  l i k e  a  m o t h e r f u c k e r .  F o r  t w e n t y  
y e a r s ,  m y  s t e r e o  s a t  in  f r o n t  o f  m y  l i v in g  
r o o m  w i n d o w  w i t h  w a r p i n g  n e v e r  a  c o n c e r n  
( s o m e t i m e s  i t  p a y s  t o  l i v e  i n  W i s c o n s i n ) ;  
n o w a d a y s  i f  I  o p e n  t h e  b l i n d s  o n  a  s u n n y

d a y ,  t h e  a l b u m  I ’m  p l a y i n g  w i l l  h a v e  w a r p e d  
b e f o r e  t h e  s i d e  i s  e v e n  f i n i s h e d .  S o ,  s o m e h o w ,  
h u m a n i t y  h a s  g o n e  f r o m  c h e a p  s t e r e o s  t h a t  
p l a y e d  m u l t i p l e  r e c o r d s  f o r  u s  a t  t h e  p u l l  o f  
a  l e v e r ,  c h a n g e d  s p e e d s  w i t h  t h e  f l i c k  o f  a  
s w i t c h ,  a n d  t u r n e d  t h e m s e l v e s  o f f  w h e n  th e y  
w e r e  f i n i s h e d ,  t o  e x p e n s i v e  s t e r e o s  t h a t  h a v e  
t o  b e  s t a r t e d  a n d  s t o p p e d  m a n u a l l y ,  p l a y  
o n e  r e c o r d  a t  a  t i m e ,  c a n ’t  b e  u s e d  d u r i n g  
d a y l i g h t  h o u r s ,  a n d  r e q u i r e  a m a z i n g  f e a t s  
o f  d e x t e r i t y  a n d  p e r s e v e r a n c e  j u s t  t o  s w i t c h  
s p e e d s .  F U C K  Y O U  A N D  T H E  C H I N T Z Y  
L I T T L E  F L A T  Y E L L O W  P L A S T I C  4 5  
A D A P T E R S  Y O U  F U C K S  R O D E  I N  O N ! !! 
W h e n  t h e  a u d i o  c o m p a n i e s  s t a r t  r u n n i n g  a d s  
f o r  p r e h i s t o r i c  b i r d s  w h o  p l a y  r e c o r d s  w i t h  
t h e i r  b e a k s  l i k e  o n  T h e  F l i n t s t o n e s ,  I  s w e a r  to  
f u c k i n g  g o d  I ’m  g o i n g  to  s t r e a m in g .

L o v e ,
- N e r b

ALEX BARRETT

J  u s e d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  s e v e n

4 5 s  i n  a  r o w  w i t h o u t  r e g a i n i n g  a n y  m a n n e r  o f  

v e r t i c a l  p o s t u r e ,  n o w  I  h a v e  t o  g e t  u p  a n d  g o  

t o  t h e  s t e r e o  e v e r y  t h r e e  f u c k i n g  m i n u t e s .



D e a re s t R adon.
C ongratu lations to  you for releasing  your first reco rd  in 12  years.
You a re  like th e  G eorge Lucas of punk and this is your Phantom M e n a c e / 
M ozart could w rite a  symphony in 3  day s  but I totally g e t i t  
He didn’ t have to  worry about crafting  such  lyrical w ordplay like 
'o h  haha oh haha way o way o” and  'k ibb les  and bits."

But seriously folks, listening to  Dave pjay, songs  aco u stic  poolside 
a t J  Wang* s  house while I swam  around and drank b ee r  in th e  pool 
is one  qf th e  true  shining mom w its  of my life. 1 
May this reco rd  bring tha t sam e Joy to  a l f th a t hear it.
Radon Radon 4 - e v e r  
(Joey  -  LITTLE DEPUTY.RECORDS)



wonton
not now

by lucky naka

a l l  r i g h t  l a d i e s !  

l u n c h  i s  r i c e ,  b e a n s ,  

s a r d i n e s  a n d  s i d e  s a l a d

gohan

d a d d y ,  d o  t h e s e  s a r d i n e s  

h a v e  

b o n e s  i n  t h e m ?

y o u  c a n  

e a t  t h e m  b o n e s  

a n d  a l l .  y o u  

k n o w  l i k e a  

s e a  l i o n .

o h !  i ' v e  n e v e r  

h a d  s e a  l i o n  b e f o r e !

t h a t ' s  n o t  w h a t  I  m e a n t .



g u e s t  c o lu m n  m i c h e l l e  

c r u z  g o n z a l e s

O n e  p e r s o n ’ s  

d y s t o p i a  i s  

a n o t h e r ’ s  

u t o p i a .

U r b a n ,  G r i t t y ,  a n d  G r a y s c a l e :

W h y  D y s t o p i a n  L i t e r a t u r e  I s  T o t a l l y  P u n k  R o c k

1 9 8 4 :  P a s t ,  P r e s e n t ,  F u t u r e

I n  1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  a c t u a l  1 9 8 4 , 1 s a w  t h e  b a n d  
R e a g a n  Y o u th  a t  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  C o n v e n t io n  
h e l d  t h a t  y e a r  i n  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  w i t h  m y  f r i e n d ,  
a n d  s o o n - t o - b e  b a n d m a t e ,  N i c o l e  L o p e z .  I  
w a s  f o u r t e e n ,  c l a d  i n  b l a c k  a n d  f l a n n e l ,  w i th  
f r e s h l y  c h o p p e d  h a i r .  N i c o l e ’s  m o m  d r o v e  
u s  t h r e e  h o u r s  f r o m  o u r  s m a l l  t o w n  in  t h e  
C a l i f o r n i a  f o o t h i l l s  t o  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  j u s t  
s o  w e  c o u l d  s e e  t h e  b a n d s  a n d  t a k e  p a r t  in  
t h e  p r o t e s t .  A  p r o t e s t  s i t e  w a s  d e s i g n a t e d  in  
t h e  e m p t y  l o t  a t  M i s s i o n  a n d  H o w a r d  a c r o s s  
f r o m  t h e  M o s c o n e  C e n t e r ,  w h i c h  b a c k  th e n  
( p r e - m u l t i - m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  b u i l d i n g s  o n  e v e r y  
s q u a r e  f o o t  o f  e m p t y  s p a c e )  w a s  s i m p l y  a  
l a r g e  s l a b  o f  c o n c r e t e  t h a t  t o o k  u p  t h e  e n t i r e  
c i t y  b lo c k .  I t  w a s  t h e r e  a m o n g s t  a  s e a  o f  
l e a t h e r  j a c k e t s ,  m o h a w k s ,  r i p p e d  j e a n s ,  a n d  
u n d e r c o v e r  c o p s  c l e v e r l y  d i s g u i s e d  in  j e a n  
j a c k e t s  a n d  p r o t e s t  b u t t o n s  t h a t  R e a g a n  Y o u th  
p l a y e d  w i t h  t h e  D e a d  K e n n e d y s ,  M D C ,  a n d  
t h e  D ic k s .

G i v e n  t h e  o m i n o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  y e a r  1 9 8 4  
a n d  t h e  d r a c o n i a n  p o l i c i e s  p u t  i n  p l a c e  b y  th e  
o u t g o i n g  p r e s i d e n t  w h o s e  p o l i c i e s  h a d  f u r th e r  
m a r g i n a l i z e d  t h e  l i v e s  o f  m a n y  ( e s p e c i a l l y  
y o u t h  f r o m  l o w - i n c o m e  f a m i l i e s )  t h e r e  w a s  
a  l o t  t o  p r o t e s t .  S o r t  o f  u n k n o w n  o n  t h e  W e s t  
C o a s t ,  R e a g a n  Y o u th  p l a y e d  e a r l y  i n  t h e  d a y ,  
d r e w  a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c  c r o w d  o f  w h i t e ,  b r o w n ,  
a n d  b l a c k  p u n k  k i d s  w i t h  t h e i r  e n e r g y  a n d  
a p t n e s s  o f  a  b a n d  w i t h  t h e i r  n a m e  p l a y i n g  th e  
R o c k  A g a i n s t  R e a g a n  to u r .  D a v e  I n s u r g e n t ,  
w h o  f o r  s o m e  r e a s o n  h a d  h ip p i e - p u n k ,  
w h i t e - b o y  d r e a d l o c k s ,  s t o o d  a t  t h e  e d g e  o f  
t h e  s t a g e ,  l e a n e d  in t o  t h e  c r o w d  a n d  i n c i t e d  
o u r  i r e .  F r u s t r a t e d  a b o u t  c l a s s  h i e r a r c h i e s ,  
R e a g a n  Y o u th  d r e w  t h e  l y r i c s  f o r  t h e  s o n g  
“ B r a v e  N e w  W o r l d ”  s t r a i g h t  f r o m  t h e  b o o k  
o f  t h e  s a m e  n a m e  b y  A l d o u s  H u x le y .  M a n y  
E n g l i s h  p u n k  b a n d s  w r o t e  a n t i - T h a t c h e r  
s o n g s  d u r i n g  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  p e r i o d ,  s o n g s  
t h a t  a l s o  r e f e r e n c e d  d y s t o p i a n  t e x t s ,  o r  t h e  
d y s t o p i a n  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  R e a g a n / T h a t c h e r  e r a  
t h a t  w a s  p u n c t u a t e d  w i t h  m i l i t a r y  e s c a l a t i o n  
a n d  p u l l - y o u r s e l f - u p - b y - y o u r - b o o t s t r a p s  
s t y l e  w e l f a r e  r e f o r m .

G r o w i n g  u p  X i c a n a  in  a  s m a l l ,  
p r e d o m i n a t e l y  w h i t e  t o w n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  I  f e l t  
m u c h  l i k e  a  d y s t o p i a n  p r o t a g o n i s t :  t r a p p e d  in  
a  w o r l d  t h a t  d e n i e d  m e  m y  i n d i v id u a l i t y .  A  
s p i k y - h a i r e d ,  b l a c k  e y e - l i n e r ,  r u f f l e d  M e x i c a n  
r i c k - r a c k - s k i r t - w e a r i n g  t e e n ,  I  n o t i c e d  m a n y

p u n k  k i d s  c a m e  f r o m  b r o k e n  h o m e s ,  h a d  
p a r e n t s  w h o  w e r e  a d d i c t s ,  o r  l i v e d  i n  b o r i n g  
g o - n o w h e r e  s u b u r b s .  W e  h a t e d  p o l o  s h i r t s  
a n d  b o a t  s h o e s .  W e  h a t e d  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  s p o r t s ,  
a n d  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  f e l t  l i k e  a  p o p u l a r i t y  
c o n t e s t  o r  t h a t  o n l y  s e r v e d  t o  d i s t r a c t  u s  f r o m  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  f a c e d  a  v e r y  u n c e r t a i n  f u tu r e  
a m i d  t h e  C o l d  W a r  a n d  t h r e a t s  o f  n u c l e a r  
d e s t r u c t i o n .  W e  w e r e  d e p r e s s e d .  O u r  l i v e s ,  
a s  w e  w e r e  l i v in g  t h e m ,  d i d n ’t  f i t .  W h i l e  
m a n y  a d u l t s  t r i e d  t o  m a k e  u s  f e e l  l i k e  i t  
w a s  u s ,  l i k e  w e  w e r e n ’t  r i g h t ,  l i k e  w e  w e r e  
m e s s e d  u p ,  l i k e  w e  w e r e  t h e  p r o b l e m ,  w e  h a d  
e n o u g h  s e n s e  to  k n o w  t h e r e  w a s  m o r e  t o  o u r  
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  o u r  a n g e r  a b o u t  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  
a n d  f e e l i n g s  o f  a l i e n a t i o n .  A n g r y  p u n k  r o c k  
s o n g s  a n d  a n g s t y  l i t e r a t u r e  w e r e  g o o d  
o u t l e t s  f o r  t h e s e  f e e l i n g s .  T h e  S u b h u m a n s  
s o n g  “ B i g  B r o t h e r ”  i s  a  p e r f e c t  i l l u s t r a t i o n :  
“ H e r e  w e  a r e  i n  t h e  n e w  a g e / T h e r e ’s  a  
s c a n n e r  i n  t h e  t o i l e t / T o  w a t c h  y o u  t a k e  a  
b a t h / A n d  t h e r e ’s  a  p i c t u r e  o f  H i r o s h i m a / T o  
m a k e  s u r e  y o u  n e v e r  l a u g h . ”

I n  m y  t e e n  y e a r s ,  i t  w a s  p o l i t i c a l  p u n k  
r o c k  t h a t  h e l p e d  m e  c o p e  w i t h  f e e l i n g s  o f  
e s t r a n g e m e n t ,  t r a u m a t o p h o b i a ,  a n d  d y i n g  
o f  r a d i a t i o n  p o i s o n i n g .  W h e n  p u n k  r o c k  
w a s n ’t  e n o u g h ,  I  t u r n e d  t o  d y s t o p i a n  f i c t i o n ,  
a  l i t e r a r y  g e n r e  s e e m i n g l y  d e s i g n e d  f o r  p u n k  
r o c k e r s  a n d  t e e n s  w h o  d r e w  m u s h r o o m  
c l o u d s  o n  t h e i r  b in d e r s .  D a r k  in  t o n e  a n d  
to p i c ,  d y s t o p i a n  l i t e r a t u r e  d e f i n i t e ly  w e a r s  
a l l  b l a c k .

L i k e  p u n k  r o c k ,  d y s t o p i a n  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  
u r b a n ,  g r i t ty ,  a n d  g r a y s c a l e ,  a n d  l i k e  m a n y  
p u n k  r o c k  b a n d s ,  d y s t o p i a n  l i t e r a t u r e  m a k e s  
i m p o r t a n t  c r i t i q u e s  o f  s o c ie ty .  D y s t o p i a n  
l i t e r a t u r e  s n e e r s  s a t i r i c a l l y  a t  in e q u a l i t y ,  
h i e r a r c h i c a l  d i v i s i o n s ,  a n d  a u t o c r a t i c  
r u l e r s — p u n k  r o c k  o f t e n  d o e s  t h e  s a m e .  A n d  
p r o b a b l y  f o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  m a n y  p u n k  b a n d s  
r e f e r e n c e  d y s t o p i a n  n o v e l s  in  t h e i r  s o n g s .  
L i k e  S u b h u m a n s ,  D e a d  K e n n e d y s  r e f e r e n c e  
1 9 8 4  in  t h e i r  s o n g  “ C a l i f o r n i a  U b e r  A l l e s , ”  
a n  a n t i - G o v e m o r  J e r r y  B r o w n  s o n g ,  a  s o n g  
t h a t  s h o u t s  d o w n  y u p p i e s  t a k i n g  o v e r  t h e  
s t a t e  a n d  m a k i n g  k i d s  m e d i t a t e  i n  s c h o o l :  
“ C l o s e  y o u r  e y e s ,  c a n ’t  h a p p e n  h e r e / B i g  B r o  
o n  a  w h i t e  h o r s e  i s  n e a r .”

T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  D e a d  K e n n e d y s  l y r i c s  
a r e  s a t i r i c a l ,  a n d  s a t i r e  i s  a  d e v i c e / g e n r e  t h a t  
m a k e s  e x t r a  c l o s e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  m e a n i n g  
e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t .  U n l i k e  w h a t  m a n y

o f  m y  s t u d e n t s  o f t e n  i n i t i a l l y  t h i n k ,  a u t h o r  
J o n a t h a n  S w i f t  i s  n o t  b e i n g  l i t e r a l  w h e n  h e  
p r o p o s e s  w e  t u r n  t o  c a n n i b a l i s m  a n d  e a t  
b a b i e s  t o  h e l p  t h e  p o o r .  A n d  s a t i r e  i s  p a r t i a l l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m y  e a r l y  c o n f u s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  
s o n g  “ C a l i f o r n i a  U b e r  A l l e s . ”  E v e n  a t  t h e  
a g e  o f  f i f t e e n  w h e n  I  b l a s t e d  i t  in  m y  r o o m  
a n d  p u m p e d  m y  f i s t  i n  t h e  a i r ,  o r  w h e n  I  s a w  
t h e  D e a d  K e n n e d y s  a t  t h e  M a b u h a y  G a r d e n s  
i n  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  I ’d  w o n d e r  w h y  p i c k  o n  a  
l i b e r a l  D e m o c r a t ?  W h y  p i c k  o n  J e r r y  B r o w n ?  
L o o k i n g  a t  t h e s e  l y r i c s  n o w ,  I ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
r e a l i z e  w h y .  F i r s t  o f f ,  1 9 8 4  a u t h o r  G e o r g e  
O r w e l l  w o u l d  s a y  a l l  p e o p l e  i n  p o w e r  s h o u l d  
b e  q u e s t i o n e d  a n d  s c r u t i n i z e d .  S e c o n d l y ,  i f  
y o u  l o o k  c l o s e l y  a t  w h a t  J e l l o  B i a f r a ,  s i n g e r  
a n d  l y r i c i s t  o f  t h e  D e a d  K e n n e d y s  w a s  
c r i t i q u i n g ,  y o u  s e e  y u p p i e s .  L o o k  a g a i n  a t  a l l  
t h e  l y r i c s ,  a n d  y o u ’l l  s e e  g e n t r i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  
s o n g ’s  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  j o g g i n g ,  o r g a n i c  f o o d ,  
a n d  “ z e n  f a s c i s t s . ”  B i a f r a ’s  f e a r s  o f  a  “ c o o l ,  
h i p ”  ( r e a d  e x p e n s i v e )  C a l i f o r n i a  h a v e  c o m e  
t r u e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  h y p e r - g e n t r i f i e d ,  a n d  
n o w  e x c l u s i v e ,  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  w h e r e  t h e  D e a d  
K e n n e d y s  w e r e  b a s e d .  G o  s e e  i t  f o r  y o u r s e l f  
i f  y o u  c a n  a f f o r d  t h e  t r e k .  T a k e  a  h a r d  l o o k  
a t  t e n t  c i t i e s ,  w h e r e  p e o p l e  p r i c e d  o u t  o f  
a p a r t m e n t s  n o w  l i v e ,  a l l  t h a t  t h e y  o w n  i n  t h e  
w o r l d  l i n i n g  f r e e w a y  o f f - r a m p s ,  s e t  a m o n g s t  
a  b a c k d r o p  o f  t o w e r i n g  g l a s s  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  
t e n - d o l l a r  t a c o s .

P o l i t i c a l  p u n k  r o c k  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  a n  
u r g e n t  c r i t i q u e  o f  im m e d i a t e  c o n c e r n s ,  a  s o r t  
o f  r e a l - t i m e  s o c i a l  c r i t i q u e  i n  s o n g ,  w h i l e  
d y s t o p i a n  n o v e l s  a r e  c a u t i o n a r y  t a l e s .  Y e t ,  
t h e  t h e m e s  a d d r e s s e d  b y  t h e  tw o  a r e  o f t e n  
t h e  s a m e :  s q u a s h e d  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  u n d e r  t h e  
p r e s s u r e  o f  s o c i e t a l  n o r m s ,  c o r p o r a t e  c o n t r o l  
o f  o u r  l i v e s ,  a n d  s u b t l e  a n d  o v e r t  f o r m s  o f  
p r o p a g a n d a  u s e d  b y  d e m o c r a t i c  n a t i o n s  t h a t  
s h o u l d  k n o w  b e t t e r .  T h e  b a n d ,  S e t  I t  S t r a i g h t  
f r o m  R e d d i n g ,  C a l i f ,  ( a c t i v e  2 0 0 4  - 2 0 0 7 )  
a d d r e s s e s  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  t h e m e s  i n  t h e  s o n g  
“ S e l f - D e p r o g r a m m i n g . ”  I t  w a s  w r i t t e n  p r i o r  
t o  G a r y  S h t e n y n g a r t ’s  m o d e m  d y s to p ia ,  
S u p e r  S a d  T r u e  L o v e  S to r y ,  a  n o v e l  a b o u t  t h e  
d a n g e r s  o f  g r o u p  t h i n k  a n d  a  n a t i o n  o b s e s s e d  
w i t h  m o b i l e  d e v i c e s ,  y o u t h ,  a n d  h o t n e s s  
r a t i n g s .  T h e  n o v e l ,  p u b l i s h e d  in  2 0 1 0 ,  a n d  
t h e  s o n g  h a v e  a  l o t  i n  c o m m o n ,  “ S u p e r  l a t t e  
c h a r g e d  e l e c t r o n s ,  a n d r o i d s  w i t h  n o  f a c e /  
B u t  o n l y  t h o s e  w h o  s u b c o n s c i o u s l y  w a n t  
t o  l i v e  t h e i r  l i v e s  s p o o n  f e d /  s u b o r d i n a t e d ,  
p l a c i d ,  i n c a r c e r a t e d ,  s u c c u m b  t o  th e  
m a c h i n e . ”  L i k e  S h y t n g a r t ’s  S u p e r  S a d  T ru e
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R o b o t s ,  s u r v e i l l a n c e  v i a  m o b i l e  d e v i c e s ,  a n d  

o t h e r  f u t u r i s t i c  d y s t o p i a s ,  a l m o s t  s e e m  q u a i n t

c o m p a r e d  t o  w h a t  i s  h a p p e n i n g  n o w .

L o v e  S t o r y , t h i s  s o n g  c r i t i c i z e s  m o d e r n - d a y  
f o r m s  o f  b r a i n w a s h i n g  v i a  s l i c k  t e c h n o l o g y  
a n d  t h e  a l l u r e  o f  p o w e r .  I t s  r e f e r e n c e s  to  
l a t t e s  a n d  a n d r o i d s  a r e  f a m i l i a r  d y s t o p i a n  
f e a r s  r e g a r d i n g  lo s s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  a n d  a  
lo s s  o f  h u m a n i ty .  I t ’s  a  lo s s  o f  h u m a n i t y  w e  
s a d ly  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  v i a  o u r  r o b o t i c  o b s e s s i o n  
w i t h  d i g i t a l  t e c h n o l o g y  t h a t  o f t e n  d o e s  t h e  
t h i n k i n g  f o r  u s .

A  D y s t o p i a n  B a i t  a n d  S w i t c h

O f  c o u r s e ,  r o b o t s ,  s u r v e i l l a n c e  v i a  m o b i l e  
d e v i c e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  f u t u r i s t i c  d y s t o p i a s ,  a l m o s t  
s e e m  q u a i n t  c o m p a r e d  t o  w h a t  i s  h a p p e n i n g  
n o w . I n  t h e  p o s t - s m a r t  p h o n e  2 0 0 0 s ,  w h i l e  w e  
w e r e  b u s y  w o r r y i n g  a b o u t  d ig i t a l  t e c h n o l o g y  
s p y i n g  o n  u s ,  r e p l a c i n g  h u m a n s ,  a n d  s t e a l i n g  
o u r  j o b s ,  w h a t  m a n y  th o u g h t  w e r e  a r c h a i c  
f o r m s  o f  x e n o p h o b i a ,  m i s o g y n y ,  a n d  g e n d e r  
t e r r o r i s m  r o i l e d  h o t  a n d  r e a d y  t o  e x p l o d e ,  
a n d  a n  o l d - s c h o o l  t o t a l i t a r i a n  w a s  m a k i n g  h i s  
m o v e .  N o w  t r a p p e d  in  a  d y s t o p i a n  l a n d s c a p e

o f  o u r  o w n ,  D o n a l d  T r u m p  u s e d  h i s  c e l e b r i t y ,  
w e a l t h ,  a n d  p r i v i l e g e  t o  i n v o k e  a g e s - o l d  
r a p i s t - t e r r o r i s t - n a t i v i s t - r a c i s t  f e a r  m o n g e r i n g  
a n d  w o n  th e  e l e c t i o n  a n d  t h e  c u l t u r e  w a r s  w i t h  
h e l p  f r o m  t h e  o u t d a t e d  a n d  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  
r a c i s t  e l e c t o r a l  c o l l e g e .  A s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  h e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  a n i m a t e  a  
s u r p r i s i n g l y  l a r g e  b a s e  o f  p e o p l e  a n d  s o w  
u n n a t u r a l  d i s t r u s t  o f  t h e  m e d ia .  H e  h a s  a l s o  
a t t e m p t e d  t o  r e w r i t e  h i s t o r y  a s  i t  h a p p e n s  
a n d  o u r  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  i t — a  m a j o r  f e a t u r e  o f  
O r w e l l ’s  t o t a l i t a r i a n  r e g i m e  i n  1 9 8 4 .

S o m e  u n c l e a r  a b o u t  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  thfe 
g e n r e  b e l i e v e  d y s t o p i a n  n o v e l s  h a v e ,  in  
s o m e  w a y s ,  f o r e t o l d  t h e  f u tu r e ,  b u t  d y s t o p i a n  
n o v e l s ,  l i k e  m a n y  p u n k  s o n g s ,  a r e  r e a l l y  
m e a n t  t o  b e  c r i t i q u e s  o f  f o l l y  i n  o u r  c u r r e n t  
s o c i e t i e s .  S t i l l ,  o n e  p e r s o n ’s  d y s t o p i a  i s  
a n o t h e r ’s  u to p i a .  F o r  t h o s e  s w a y e d  b y  
p r o m i s e s  o f  w a l l s ,  M u s l i m  b a n s ,  m a s s  
d e p o r t a t i o n s ,  a n d  n a t i v i s t s ’ v i s i o n  o f  A m e r i c a  
( n o t  t o  a  m e n t i o n  a  t h r e a t  o f  a  r e v e r s a l  o f  a

w o m a n ’s  r i g h t  t o  c h o o s e  a n d  t r a n s g e n d e r  
r i g h t s )  w e  h a v e  e n t e r e d  w h a t  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r ,  
O ’B r i e n ,  i n  1 9 8 4  c a l l e d  t h e  g o l d e n  c o u n t r y :  a  
p l a c e  w h e r e  e v e r y t h i n g  s e e m s  f in e ,  e v e r y o n e  
lo o k s  l i k e  y o u ,  a c t s  l i k e  y o u ,  b e l i e v e s  w h a t  
y o u  b e l i e v e ,  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  n o  o n e  is  a  t h r e a t  
o r  a  c h a l l e n g e  to  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o  a n d  w h e r e  
t h o s e  w h o  d i s a g r e e  a r e  s i l e n c e d .  B u t  w e  
a r e  n o t  f in e .  S o  m a n y  o f  u s  h a v e  b e c o m e  
r e a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  o u r  i n n e r  a n g s t y  t e e n a g e r  
o r  b u r  i n n e r  d y s t o p i a n  p r o t a g o n i s t .  W e  w i l l  
r e - r e a d  1 9 8 4 ,  T h e  H a n d m a i d ’s  T a le , H e r l a n d ,  
We, P a r a b l e  o f  t h e  S o w e r ,  a n d  w e  w i l l  p u m p  
o u r  f i s t s  i n  t h e  a i r  t o  o u r  f a v o r i t e  o l d  p u n k  
s o n g s ,  b u t  t h a t ’s  n o t  a l l  w e ’l l  d o .  N o ,  t h a t  is  
n o t  a l l .

- M i c h e l l e  C r u z  G o n z a l e s

T w i t te r :  @ X i c a n a B r a v a  
F a c e b o o k :  @ t h e S p i t b o y R u l e  
p r e t t y - b o l d - m e x i c a n - g i r l . c o m





R a c h e l  F r a m i n g h e d d u ' s  P h o t o  P a g e

“ I s l e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ”  b y  V i c t o r  H e n d e r s o n ,  T e r r y  S c h o o n h o v e n ,  a n d  J i m  

F r a z i n  ( L . A .  F i n e  A r t s  S q u a d ,  1 9 7 2 .  1 6 1 6  B u t l e r  A v e . ,  L . A . ,  C a l i f . ) .



p u r o  p in c h e  p o e try  y  c u e n to s  e d i te d  b y  e v e r  v e la s q u e z  a n d  e u g e in a  n ic o le

A y  S e ñ o r a ,  

y o u  s e l l i n g  

y o u r  r a n f l a ?

G r a n d m a s  I m p a l a

G r a n d m a ’s  s i x t y - e i g h t  C h e v y  s a i l s  d o w n  B r o o k l y n  A v e n u e ,

m e  i n  t h e  f r o n t  s e a t —

h e a d  o u t  t h e  w i n d o w  l i k e  a n  e x c i t e d  b e a g le .

W h o  c a r e s  i f  w e ’r e  g o i n g  t o  A l p h a  B e t a  

o r  a  d a r t  t o u r n a m e n t  a t  a  r i v a l  M o o s e  L o d g e .
 ' 

T h e  b r i g h t  c h r o m e  b u m p e r

e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  c o p p e r  I m p a l a ’s  s e r i o u s  b r o w

a s  i f  t o  s a y ,  D o n ' t  m e s s  w i th  m e .

G r a n d m a  c h a n n e l s  h e r  E l  P a s o ,  P a c h u c a  r o o t s —

k e e p i n g  a  s h a r p  g a z e  o n  t h e  r o a d ;

w e  f lo a t  o n  K I I S  F M  a i r w a v e s ,  t u r n i n g

u p  t h e  v o l u m e  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  r i f f  o f  “ R o c k  L o b s t e r . ”

S h e  w e a r s  s h o r t s  w h e n  i t ’s  h o t

e x p o s i n g  t h e  f a d e d  “ V ”  t a t t o o ,  f o r  V a m p s ,

o n  h e r  r i g h t  t h i g h .  S o m e t i m e s  t h e  l o c a l  c h o l o s  s to p

b y  a n d  a s k ,  A y  S e n o r a ,  y o u  s e l l i n g  y o u r  r a n f l a ?

N o , s o r r y  m i jo ,  n o t  r i g h t  n o w ,

b e c a u s e  w e  h a v e  m o r e  s a i l i n g  t o  d o —

a n d  w h e n e v e r  I  a s k  w h e r e  w e  a r e  g o in g ,

s h e  s a y s ,  “ T o  h e l l ,  i f  w e  d o n ’t  c h a n g e  o u r  w a y s . ”

- J u l i e  M a c ia s

J u l i e  M a c ia s  is  a  L a t in x ,  A n g e le n o -A m e r ic a n , p o e t  r e s id in g  in  
M o n te re y  H ills ,  N o r th e a s t  L .A . H e r  in te re s ts  in c lu d e  b u t  a r e  
n o t  l i m i t e d  to  D J in g ,  d a n c in g ,  k n i t t in g ,  a n d  o v e r th ro w in g  
th e  rac is t, p a t r i a r c h a l ,  h e te ro -n o rm a t iv e , c is-g en d ered , 
a b le is t, n e o - l ib e r a l  c a p i ta l i s t  s ta te . I G :  @ ju ju in la la la n d

N e g r i t a  C u c u r u m b e

M y  a b u e l i t o  w a s  a  w o r l d  t r a v e le r .
B e f o r e  d i a b e t e s .  B e f o r e  t h e  d o c t o r s  a m p u t a t e d  h i s  l e g .  B e f o r e  h i s  

h e a r t  a t t a c k .  M i  a b u e l i t o  w a s  a  p h o t o g r a p h e r ,  a  j o u r n a l i s t ,  a  b u s i n e s s m a n ,  
u n  v i a j e r o .  E v e r y  f e w  y e a r s  m y  a b u e  w o u l d  t a k e  h i s  n i e t o s  t o  M e x ic o .  
M y  t u r n  f i n a l l y  c a m e  t h e  f a l l  o f  ’9 6 ,  t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e  h e  p a s s e d  a w a y .  I 
w a s  o n l y  s ix  y e a r s  o ld .  T h i s  w o u l d  b e  m y  g r a n d p a ’s  l a s t  t r i p  t o  M e x ic o .

W h a t  w a s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  a  w e e k e n d  s p e n t  i n  M a g d a l e n a  tu r n e d  
in t o  a  m o n t h - l o n g  r o a d  t r i p  a s  f a r  s o u th  a s  A c a p u l c o .  M y  a b u e l i t o  w a s  
s p o n t a n e o u s  l i k e  t h a t .  H e  c r a m m e d  m y  g r a m m a ,  m y  b r o t h e r ,  m y  tw o  
p r i m a s ,  a n d  m y  T i a  K i k a  w i t h  h e r  o n e - m o n t h - o l d  b a b y  a n d  m e ,  L a  
M o r e n a ,  i n t o  h i s  b l a c k  C a d i l l a c .

W e  p a s s e d  t h e  t i m e  s i n g i n g  R i t c h i e  V a le n s  s o n g s  t o  e a c h  o th e r .  
R e c i t i n g  l i n e s  f r o m  o u r  f a v o r i t e  m o v i e s ,  f e e l i n g  l i k e  t r u e  r e b e l s ,  
d i t c h i n g  s c h o o l  f o r  a  w h o l e  m o n t h  j u s t  b e c a u s e ,  a n d  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  
C a d d y  s i n  e l  c i n t u r o n .

M y  p r i m a  a n d  I  w o u l d  t a k e  t u r n s  s i t t i n g  o n  g r a n d m a ’s  l a p .  I  a l w a y s  
h a t e d  w h e n  i t  w a s  m y  t u r n  t o  s i t  u p  f r o n t  b e c a u s e  a b u e l i t a  w a s n ’t  a l w a y s  
v e r y  n ic e .  “ S h e  n e v e r  k n e w  h o w  t o  l o v e , ”  m y  m o m  w o u l d  t e l l  m e .  “ S h e  
w a s  r a i s e d  b y  l a s  m o n j a s . ”

I n  A c a p u l c o ,  p i o j o s  c l a i m e d  m y  m a n e  a s  t h e i r  h o m e .  T a k in g  r e f u g e  
i n  t h e  f o r e s t  o f  m y  c u r l s .  M y  a b u e  s a t  m e  i n  h e r  l a p .  C o m b i n g  th r o u g h  m y  
p e l o ,  s h e ’d  p i c k  a t  t h e  p i o j o s .  T h e  s o u n d  o f  t h e i r  s h e l l s  p o p p i n g  a g a i n s t  
h e r  n a i l s  a n d  t h e  b l o o d y  n a p k i n  s h e  k e p t  o n  h e r  k n e e s  t o  w i p e  w i t h  a f t e r  
i s  a  m e m o r y  I  w i s h  I  c o u l d  f o r g e t .  I  w a s  e m b a r r a s s e d  a n d  a s h a m e d .  “ L a  
M o r e n a  t i e n e  p i o j o s ”  s h e  w o u l d  s a y ,  m a t t e r - o f - f a c t l y .  W h e n  s h e  t o o k  a  
b r e a k  f r o m  m y  h a i r ,  s h e  r u b b e d  a t  t h e  c r e a s e s  i n  m y  a r m ,  c o n f u s i n g  th e  
m e l a n i n  in  m y  s k i n  f o r  m u g r e .  R u b b i n g  a w a y  a t  d i r t  t h a t  d i d n ’t  e x i s t ,  s h e  
s a i d  m y  s k in  w a s  “ e l  c o l o r  d e  lo s  I n d i o s . ”

T h e  m o s q u i t o e s  i n  M e x i c o  l o v e d  m e ,  t h o u g h .  T h e y  c h a s e d  a f t e r  m y  
c a r a m e l  s k i n  l i k e  h o n e y  b e e s ,  s u c k l i n g  a w a y  a t  m y  s w e e t  a n d  t i n n y  b l o o d  
f r o m  m y  b r o w n ,  b o n y  l i m b s .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  o u r  r o a d  t r i p ,  I  w a s  c o v e r e d  
f r o m  h e a d  t o  t o e  i n  m o s q u i t o  b i t e s .  W h e n  t h e  s c a b s  f i n a l l y  f e l l  o f f ,  th e y  
l e f t  b e h i n d  l a r g e  d a r k  s c a r s  w i t h  w h i t e  c e n t e r s .  M y  b r o w n  s k i n  d i d n ’t  
s c a r  l i k e  t h e  s o f t  w h i t e  o f  m y  m o t h e r ’s  o r  m y  g r a n d m o t h e r  T a n c h o .  
“ Q u e  le  p a s o  a  l a  M o r e n a ? ”  P e o p l e  w o u l d  a s k  w h e n  I  c a m e  b a c k  f r o m  
M e x ic o .  L a  M o r e n a .  A  n i c k n a m e  t h a t  w a s  g i v e n  to  m e  b e c a u s e  o f  m y  
s k i n  c o lo r .  I  n e v e r  u n d e r s t o o d  w h y  I  w a s  L a  M o r e n a  w h e n  I  h a d  a n  o l d e r  
p r i m a  w h o  w a s  j u s t  a s  d a r k  a s  m e ,  a n d  t h e y  c a l l e d  h e r  b y  h e r  r e a l  n a m e .  
I  f e l t  t a in t e d .  I  w a n t e d  m y  s k i n  t o  b e  l i k e  m y  t h a t  o f  m y  t i a ’s  a n d  m y  
p r i m a s ’ . M a y b e  th e n  m y  a b u e l a  w o u l d  l o v e  m e  m o r e .

W h e n  I  d i s c o v e r e d  C o n c h a  N a c a r ,  I  u s e d  i t  a s  a  n i g h t l y  r i t u a l .  W i th  
a  Q - t ip ,  I  d a b b e d  a t  a l l  o f  t h e  i m p e r f e c t i o n s  I  f o u n d  o n  m y  s k in ,  o n  m y  
f a c e ,  o n  m y  l e g s  a n d  m y  a r m s .  I  w a s  c o v e r e d  i n  w h i t e ,  p e a r l y  s p o t s  f r o m  
h e a d  t o  to e .  I  r u b b e d  t h e  b l e a c h i n g  c r e a m  o n  m y  e l b o w s ,  k n e e s ,  a n d  th e  
c r e a s e s  o f  m y  a r m s  w h e r e  m y  g r a n d m a  t h o u g h t  I  w a s  a l w a y s  d i r t y .  I  s a t  
o n  m y  b e d  a n d  r e a d ,  c o u n t i n g  d o w n  t h e  t w e n t y  m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  I ’d  w a s h  
t h e  c r e a m  o f f  w i t h  a  r a g .  P r a y i n g  a n d  h o p i n g  t h a t  w h e n  w a s h e d  o f f ,  t h e  
b r o w n  w o u l d  b e  j u s t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  w h i t e r  t h i s  t i m e .

M y  m o m  u s e d  t o  s i n g  “ M i  N e g r i t a  C u c u r u m b e ”  t o  m e ,  d a n c i n g  a n d  
l a u g h i n g  a t  m y  a b s u r d  o b s e s s i o n  a t  h o w  m u c h  I  h a t e d  b e i n g  m o r e n a .

A s  f a r  b a c k  a s  I  c a n  r e m e m b e r ,  m y  f a m i l y  h a s  a l w a y s  l o v e d  t r a v e l i n g .  
W e  h a v e  s o  m a n y  c a s s e t t e  t a p e s  o f  m y  a b u e l i t o  n a r r a t i n g  o u r  v a c a t i o n s ,  
o f  m e  c e l e b r a t i n g  m y  f i r s t  b i r t h d a y  i n  P a r i s ,  t h e  b u l l f i g h t s ,  t h e  p y r a m i d s  
i n  M e x i c o ,  a n d  t h e  b e a c h e s  i n  A c a p u l c o .  S o m e  o f  o u r  v i d e o s  e v e n  h a v e  
s n i p p e t s  o f  n o v e l a s  t a p e d  o v e r  t h e m .

M y  a b u e lo  w a s  a  l o t  o f  t h i n g s  t o  u s  w h e n  h e  w a s  s t i l l  a l iv e .  H e  w a s  
a  f a m i ly  m a n  a n d  a  b u s in e s s m a n ;  h e  h e l d  o u r  f a m i l i a  t o g e t h e r  d e s p i t e  a l l  
o f  o u r  d i s c r e p a n c i e s .  B u t  h e  w a s n ’t  p e r f e c t ,  e i th e r .  H e  c o u l d  b e  r e a l  m e a n



I  n i b b e d  t h e  b l e a c h i n g  c r e a m  o n  m y  e l b o w s ,  

k n e e s ,  a n d  t h e  c r e a s e s  o f  m y  a r m s  w h e r e  

m y  g r a n d m a  t h o u g h t  I  w a s  a l w a y s  d i r t y .

i f  h e  w a n te d  to ,  a n d  d e s p i t e  h i s  d a r k  s k in ,  h e  w a s  a l s o  v e r y  p r e j u d i c e d  
to w a r d s  o th e r  d a r k - s k in n e d  L a t in o s ,  e v e n  in  o u r  o w n  f a m ily .  T h i s  w a s  
m y  f i r s t  e x p o s u r e  to  c o l o r i s m .  I t  n e v e r  m a d e  s e n s e  to  m e ,  a n d  i t  a l w a y s  
m a d e  m e  w o n d e r  i f  t h e r e  w a s  a n y  lo v e  b e h i n d  t h e  n a m e  L a  M o r e n a .

I f  t h e r e  w a s  o n e  i m p o r t a n t  v i r t u e  I  l e a r n e d  f r o m  m y  
a b u e l o ,  t h o u g h ,  i t  w a s  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  l u x u r y  o f  t r a v e l i n g .  T w o  
y e a r s  a g o ,  I  e m b a r k e d  o n  a  b a c k p a c k i n g  t r i p  t h r o u g h o u t  M e x i c o ,  
B e l i z e ,  a n d  G u a t e m a l a .  I  s u n b a t h e d  o n  t h e  b e a c h e s  o f  O a x a c a  a n d  
w e n t  s n o r k e l i n g  i n  s h a r k  r a y  a l l e y  a n d  t h e  c o r a l  g a r d e n s  o f  C a y e  
C a u l k e r  i n  B e l i z e .  T h e  s u n  l o v e d  m y  c a r a m e l  s k i n  a n d  I  l o v e d  i t  
b a c k .  I  e v e n  b u r n e d  a n d  t u r n e d  a  n i c e  c r i s p y  b r o w n  s o o n  a f t e r .  T h e  
s u n  m e l t e d  s o  m u c h  o f  t h a t  s t i g m a  I  h e l d  o n t o  a s  a  c h i l d  a n d  y o u n g  
a d u l t  a s  L a  M o r e n a .  W h e n  I  h e a r  m y  g r a n d m o t h e r ’s  v o i c e  c a l l  m e  
M o r e n a  n o w ,  I  l o v e  i t .  I  l o v e  t h e  w a y  t h e  r  r o l l s  o f f  h e r  t o n g u e  a n d  
h o w  h e r  f a c e  b r i g h t e n s  u p  w i t h  a  t o o t h l e s s  s m i l e  a s  s h e  p u l l s  m e  i n  
f o r  a  t i g h t  h u g :  “ A y y y  m i  M o r e n a . ”  M o s t  o f  m y  t i a s  a n d  t i o s  w h o  
u s e d  t o  c a l l  m e  M o r e n a ,  M o r e n a s a  a n d  M o r e n i t a ,  a r e  d e a d  n o w ,  a n d  
i t  m a k e s  m e  s a d  k n o w i n g  t h a t  I  c a n ’t  h e a r  t h e i r  v o i c e s  c a l l i n g  o u t  
m y  n a m e .  L a  M o r e n a .

W h e n  I  r e t u r n e d  t o  M e x i c o  a f t e r  w e e k s  i n  B e l i z e  a n d  G u a t e m a l a ,  
a  w o m a n  s t o p p e d  m e  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  s t r e e t  a n d  t o l d  m e ,  “ A y  m u j e r ,  m e  
e n c a n t a  t u  p i e l ! ”  

I  t h o u g h t  o f  a l l  t h e  t i m e s  w h e n  I  w a s  y o u n g e r  a n d  I ’d  h i d e  
u n d e r  t o w e l s  a n d  u m b r e l l a s  a t  t h e  b e a c h ,  m a k i n g  s u r e  t o  w e a r  l o n g  
s l e e v e s  s o  m y  d a r k  s k i n  w o u l d n ’t  g e t  a n y  d a r k e r .  I  t h o u g h t  o f  m y  
b r o w n  a b u e l i t o  a n d  m y T i a  C h e p i n a  s h a k i n g  h e r  h i p s  a n d  s in g i n g  
“ L a  M o r e n a  q u i e r e  m a s !  L a  M o r e n a  q u i e r e  m a s ! ”  I  t h o u g h t  o f  m y  
m o t h e r  d a n c i n g  w i t h  t w o  l e f t  f e e t  i n  h e r  k i t c h e n  s h a k i n g  h e r  d e d o  a t  
m e  s in g in g ,

“ j P e r o  v a l g a m e  m u j e r !
^ P u e s  q u e  n o  v e s
q u e  a s i  n e g r a  e s t a s  b o i l i t a .
N e g r i t a  C u c u r u m b e .

- E u g e n i a  N ic o l e

E u g e n i a  N ic o l e  i s  a n  L .A . b a s e d  w r i te r .  A  c a r a m e l  C a r r i e  B r a d s h a w  
w ith  m o r e  a s s ,  s a s s ,  a n d  j u s t  a  l i t t l e  l e s s  c a s h .  F o l l o w  h e r  a v e n t u r a s  in  
t h e  c i ty  th r o u g h  t h e  e y e s  o f  a  b r o w n  g i r l ,  o n e  d r i n k  a t  a  t im e , 

x o x o ,
L a  M o r e n a ,  I G :  @ n i c u l t



the dinghole reports 
rhythm chicken E v e r  s i n c e  t h a t  

i n i t i a l  e x p o s u r e  

t o  p u n k  r o c k  I ’ v e  

g r a v i t a t e d  t o ­

w a r d s  t h e  w e i r d .

T h e  W o r l d  B e y o n d  S o u p

T o d a y  is  E a s t e r  S u n d a y .  T o d a y  i s  a l s o  
A p r i l  F o o l s  D a y .  I ’m  n o t  s u r e  e x a c t l y  h o w  
o f t e n  t h a t  h a p p e n s ,  b u t  I  d o n ’t  r e c a l l  t h o s e  tw o  
d a y s  o n  t h e  s a m e  d a y  b e f o r e .  I t  s e e m s  w e i r d .  I  
l i k e  w e i r d .  W h e n  I  f i r s t  d i s c o v e r e d  p u n k  r o c k ,  
I  w a s  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  w e i r d .  I  h e a r d  a  n e w  
m u s i c  a n d  s a w  n e w  f o r m s  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  th a t  
a t  f i r s t  s e e m e d  t o  b e  w e i r d .  A f t e r  c o n t i n u e d  
e x p o s u r e ,  I  c a m e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  i t  w a s  a  
m o r e  t h o u g h t f u l ,  p u r p o s e f u l ,  o r  a r t i s t i c  t y p e  
o f  w e i r d n e s s .  M y  t w e l v e - y e a r - o l d  m i n d  h a d  
a  m o r e  s i m p l i s t i c  w o r d .  I t  w a s  c o o l  E v e r  
s in c e  t h a t  i n i t i a l  e x p o s u r e  t o  p u n k  r o c k  I ’v e  
g r a v i t a t e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  w e i r d .

N o w ,  t o  b e  s u r e ,  n o t  a l l  w e i r d  t h i n g s  a r e  
p u n k  r o c k ,  a n d  n o t  a l l  t h i n g s  p u n k  r o c k  a r e  
w e i r d .  I  w o n ’t  w a s t e  o u r  t i m e  t r y i n g  t o  d e f in e  
p u n k  r o c k  o r  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  v a r y i n g  l e v e l s  
o f  w e i r d n e s s  i n  p u n k  r o c k .  I  w i l l ,  h o w e v e r ,  
s h a r e  w i t h  y o u  title w e i r d  e v e n t s  o f  m y  l a s t  
m o n t h .  F o r  t h e  l a s t  s i x  o r  s e v e n  y e a r s ,  M a r c h  
h a s  b e e n  m y  m o s t  e v e n t f u l  m o n t h  o f  t h e  y e a r .  
M a r c h  is  t h e  m o n t h  I  c l o s e  m y  s o u p  s h o p  a n d  
v e n t u r e  o u t  in t o  t h e  w o r l d  b e y o n d  s o u p .

I t  h a d  b e e n  t h r e e  y e a r s  s i n c e  m y  H e n  
a n d  I  t r a v e l e d  b a c k  t o  P o l a n d .  K i e l b a s a -  
l a n d  w o u l d  e v a d e  u s  n o  m o r e !  W e  a c q u i r e d  
s u r p r i s i n g l y  a f f o r d a b l e  r o u n d - t r i p  t i c k e t s  
f o r  a  d i r e c t  f l i g h t ,  C h i c a g o  t o  W a r s a w .  I ’v e  
f l o w n  t h i s  d i r e c t  f l i g h t  b e f o r e  a n d  i t  u s u a l l y  
t o o k  e l e v e n  h o u r s .  T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  f l i g h t  t o o k  
o n l y  n i n e  a n d  a  h a l f .  T h a t  s t r u c k  m e  a s  w e i r d ,  
b u t  n o t  e x a c t l y  p r in k  r o c k .  W e  s p e n t  o u r  f i r s t  
t w e n t y - f o u r  h o u r s  i n  W a r s a w  d e a l i n g  w i th  
j e t  l a g ,  e a t i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  P o l i s h ,  a n d  t h e n  
r i d i n g  t h e  t r a i n  f o r  a b o u t  t w o  h o u r s  e a s t  to  
m y  H e n ’s  h o m e t o w n  o f  B i a l a  P o d l a s k a .  I ’v e  
a l w a y s  e n j o y e d  t h e  s m a l l e r  t o w n s  i n  P o la n d .  
W a r s a w  a n d  K r a k o w  a r e  m a j o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
c i t i e s ,  b u t  s m a l l e r  t o w n s  a n d  v i l l a g e s  j u s t  
s e e m  m o r e  P o l i s h  t o  m y  A m e r i c a n  m i n d .

I  s p e n t  t h r e e  d a y s  in  B i a l a  P o d l a s k a  t h r e e  
y e a r s  a g o ,  b u t  t h i s  t i m e  s t a y e d  f o r  a  w h o l e  
w e e k .  I  t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d  s p e n d i n g  m o r e  
t i m e  w i t h  m y  H e n ’s  f a m i ly .  W e  m a d e  a  f e w  
i n t e r e s t i n g  t r i p s  t o  n e a r b y  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .  
W e  s p e n t  a  d a y  h i k i n g  a l o n g  P o l a n d ’s  b o r d e r  
w i t h  B e l a r u s  a n d  i n t e r a c t e d  w i t h  E U  b o r d e r  
p a t r o l .  T h a t  w a s  w e i r d .  W e  s a w  b e a v e r  w o o d  
a n d  e l k  p o o p  a l o n g  t h e  R i v e r  B u g .  T h a t  w a s  
w e i r d .  W e  s a w  a b o u t  f i f t y  s t o r k  n e s t s ,  w h i c h  
I  a l w a y s  f in d  to  b e  e n j o y a b l y  w e i r d .  W e  
h a p p e n e d  u p o n  a  w i t c h - t h e m e d  r e s t a u r a n t ,  
K a r c z m a  B a b a  J a g a  i n  M a j o w k a ,  w h i c h  w a s  
d e l i c i o u s l y  w e i r d !

T h e n  I s t a r t e d  s p e n d i n g  m o s t  n i g h t s  w i t h  
m y  H e n ’s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  C z a r e k ,  l i s t e n i n g  to

h i s  r e c o r d  c o l l e c t i o n .  C z a r e k  i s  a  f e w  y e a r s  
o l d e r  t h a n  I  a n d  h a s  b e e n  l i v i n g  i n  B i a l a  
P o d l a s k a  f o r  m o s t  o f  h i s  l i f e .  C z a r e k  h a s  a l s o  
b e e n  i n t o  a l l  k i n d s  o f  m u s i c  s i n c e  t h e  ‘7 0 s .  
G r o w i n g  u p  in  c o m m u n i s t  P o l a n d  m e a n t  
l i m i t e d  e x p o s u r e  t o  m u s i c  f r o m  t h e  W e s t ,  
b u t  i t  a l s o  m e a n t  e a s y  a c c e s s  t o  t h a t  e r a ’s 
h o s t  o f  P o l i s h  a r t i s t s  r e c o r d i n g  f o r  t h e  s t a t e -  
r u n  r e c o r d  l a b e l s .  L a b e l s  s u c h  a s  T o n p r e s s ,  
P o l t o n ,  a n d  P o l s k i e  N a g r a n i e  w e r e  r e l e a s i n g  
r o c k ,  m e ta l ,  p o p ,  n e w  w a v e ,  j a z z ,  a n d  p o p  
r o c k  m u s i c  i n  c o m m u n i s t  P o la n d .  I ’v e  
a l w a y s  f o u n d  t h e s e  r e c o r d i n g s  t o  b e  v a s t l y  
i n t e r e s t i n g  o n  m u l t i p l e  l e v e l s  o f  w e i r d ,  a n d  
i n  s o m e  c a s e s ,  e x t r e m e l y  p u n k  r o c k .

I  w a s  d r a w n  t o  C z a r e k ’s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
4 5 s .  T h e y  w e r e  a l l  f r o m  T o n p r e s s ,  f e a t u r i n g  
c u t t i n g  e d g e  b a n d s  f r o m  t h e  l a t e  ’7 0 s / e a r l y  
’8 0 s  s u c h  a s  B r y g a d a  K r y z y s ,  L a d y  P a n k ,  
R e p u b l i k a ,  M a a n a m ,  a n d  K l a u s  M i t f f o c h  
w e r e  p l a y i n g  t h e i r  P o l i s h  v e r s i o n s  o f  m u s i c  
a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  o f  D e v o ,  M i n u t e m e n ,  T h e  
C l a s h ,  T h e  K n a c k ,  O i n g o  B o i n g o ,  a n d  t h e  
T a lk in g  H e a d s .  A l l  t h i s  s t u f f  h a s  a l w a y s  
s o u n d e d  s o  a p p e a l i n g l y  w e i r d  t o  m e  b e c a u s e  
i t ’s  k i n d  o f  l i k e  w a l k i n g  in t o  a  c o m p l e t e l y  
d e t a c h e d  p a r a l l e l  u n i v e r s e  a n d  f i n d i n g  th e  
P o l i s h  v e r s i o n  o f  a l l  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  m u s i c ,  
s u n g  in  P o l i s h .  T h e  r e c o r d i n g ,  p r o d u c t i o n ,  
s o n g w r i t i n g ,  l y r i c a l  s t y l e ,  a n d  a l b u m  c o v e r  
a r t  a r e  a l l  s o m e w h a t  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  c u t t i n g -  
e d g e  m u s i c  o f  t h e  W e s t ,  b u t  j u s t . . .  w e i r d e r .  
I ’v e  b e e n  h e a r i n g  p e o p l e  s a y  s t u f f  l i k e  “ K e e p  
P o r t l a n d  w e i r d , ”  w e l l  I ’m  s o r r y  P o r t l a n d ,  b u t  
t h i s  s t u f f  m a k e s  y o u  s o u n d  l i k e  t h e  w h i t e -  
b r e a d  a i s l e  a t  W a lm a r t .  C z a r e k  s e n t  m e  h o m e  
w i t h  t h i r t e e n  o f  h i s  o l d  4 5 s ,  a n d  I  s im p l y  
c o u l d  n o t  b e  m o r e  t h a n k f u l .

M y  t h i r d  d a y  in  t o w n  C z a r e k  t o o k  m e  
t o  t h e  t o w n ’s  b r a n d  n e w  r e c o r d  s to r e  c a l l e d  
T r z a s k i .  I t  w a s  e x p l a i n e d  to  m e  t h a t  “ t r z a s k i ”  
i s  t h e  P o l i s h  w o r d  f o r  t h e  p o p s  a n d  c r a c k l e s  
o n e  h e a r s  o n  o l d e r  v i n y l  r e c o r d s ,  a  s u i t a b l y  
c o o l  n a m e  o f  a  s h o p  c a r r y i n g  p r i m a r i l y  v in y l .  
I ’v e  h e a r d  m a n y  p e o p l e ’s  o p i n i o n s  o f  t h e  p r o s  
a n d  c o n s  o f  t h e  v i n y l  r e s u r g e n c e  l a te ly ,  b u t  to  
s e e  s u c h  a  c o o l  l i t t l e  r e c o r d  s h o p  l i k e  t h i s  in  
a  s m a l l  t o w n  in  E a s t e r n  P o l a n d ,  w e l l ,  i t  w a s  
c o o l .  W i t h i n  t e n  m i n u t e s  o f  w a l k i n g  in  t h e  
d o o r  I  f o u n d  a  r e c o r d  I ’v e  b e e n  s e e k i n g  f o r  
a b o u t  s i x t e e n  y e a r s .  I  n o w  o w n  a n  o r ig i n a l  
p r e s s i n g  o f  N o w e  S y t u a c j e  b y  R e p u b l i k a .  T h i s  
r e c o r d  c a m e  o u t  i n  1 9 8 2  o n  P o l t o n  R e c o r d s .  
T o  a n y  M i d w e s t  A m e r i c a n  s c h m u c k  l i k e  m e  
w h o  g r e w  u p  o n  s i m i l a r  A m e r i c a n  m u s i c  
f r o m  t h a t  e r a ,  t h i s  r e c o r d  is  p u r e  w e i r d  g o ld  
in  t h e  b e s t  w a y  p o s s i b l e .  I t  h a s  b e e n  o n  m y

r e c o r d  p l a y e r  n o n - s t o p  s i n c e  r e t u r n i n g  h o m e ,
t r z a s k i  a n d  a l l .

W e  w e r e  o n ly  i n  P o l a n d  f o r  a  l i t t l e  o v e r  
tw o  w e e k s ,  b u t  f i l in g s  w e r e  w e i r d  a n d  p u n k  
r o c k  i n  n o r t h e r n  W i s c o n s i n  a s  w e l l .  A  s h o r t  
w h i l e  b e f o r e  l e a v in g  th i s  c o u n t r y ,  I  t h r e w  
th e  a n n u a l  p u n k  s h o w  i n  m y  s o u p  s h o p .  T h i s  
s h o w  is  u s u a l l y  p r e d i c t a b l y  w e i r d  i n  t h a t  i t  i s  
a n  a l l - o u t  p u n k  r o c k  s h o w  i n  a  t in y ,  t in y ,  t i n y  
s o u p  d in e r .  T h i s  y e a r  w e  c r a m m e d  a b o u t  f o r ty  
p e o p l e  in t o  a  p l a c e  w i t h  a  f i r e  c a p a c i t y  o f  
t w e l v e .  E p h r a i m  C i t y  L i m i t s  M u s i c  F e s t iv a l ,  
a s  I  c a l l  i t ,  i s  a l w a y s  j u s t  t w o  b a n d s  a n d  o n e  o f  
t h e m  is  a l w a y s  H o l y  S h it!  f r o m  M i lw a u k e e .  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t i m e  s c h e d u l e  o n  t h e  f ly e r ,  
t h e  e n t i r e  m u s i c  f e s t i v a l  f i t s  i n  a  t i m e  f r a m e  
o f  tw o  h o u r s '.  S o m e  m u s ic  f e s t i v a l s  l a s t  tw o  
w e e k s ,  tw o  w e e k e n d s ,  o r  e v e n  tw o  d a y s .  E C L  
is  s c h e d u l e d  to  l a s t  tw o  h o u r s .

T h i s  y e a r ’s  E C L  h a d  a n o t h e r  w e i r d  tw i s t .  
T h e  M i l w a u k e e  b a n d  t h a t  H o l y  S h i t !  b r o u g h t  
w i t h  t h e m  t h i s  t i m e  w a s  a  b a n d  I ’v e  h e a r d  
a b o u t  f o r  y e a r s  a n d  a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  t h e i r  
n a m e  a l o n e  e a r n e d  t h e m  a  s p o t  i n  t h e  f e s t i v a l .  
F in a l ly ,  S o u p  M o a t  w o u l d  p l a y  i n  m y  s o u p  
s h o p !  A t  7 : 0 0  P M  p e o p l e  s t a r t e d  f i l l i n g  u p  
m y  t i n y  d in e r .  F o l k s  d r o v e  u p  f r o m  S t u r g e o n  
B a y ,  G r e e n  B a y ,  M i l w a u k e e ,  a n d  M a d i s o n .  
T h e  f a r t h e s t  g u e s t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e r e  R i c  S ix  
a n d  K a t  w h o  f l e w  i n  f r o m  N e w  J e r s e y !  S o u p  
M o a t  h i t  t h e  k i t c h e n  a n d  r o c k e d  t h e  r o o f  o f f  
t h e  j o i n t !  T h e i r  s o u p y  s o u n d s  w e r e  w e i r d l y  
d e l i c i o u s  a n d  d e l i c i o u s l y  w e i r d !  T h e  f i r s t  
c o u r s e  w a s  s o u p ,  b u t  t h e  n e x t  c o u r s e  w o u l d  
b e  c h i c k e n .

D i n g h o l e  R e p o r t  # 1 6 4 :
A  C h i c k e n  S a n d w i c h e d  
B e t w e e n  S o u p  a n d  S h i t !  
( R h y t h m  C h i c k e n  
s i g h t i n g  # 7 0 8 )

M y  s o u p  s h o p ,  a s  s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  i s  r e a l l y  
t in y .  T h i s  m a k e s  i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  R h y t h m  
C h ic k e n  to  f i n d  n e w ,  e x c i t i n g ly  w e i r d  p l a c e s  
t o  p l a y  in s id e  t h e  s h o p .  P r e v io u s  C h ic k e n  
s ig h t i n g s  w e r e  w i t n e s s e d  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  in  
f r o n t  o f  t h e  c o o l e r s ,  in  f r o n t  o f  t h e  d i s h  s in k s ,  
a n d  in  t h e  b a t h r o o m .  T o n i g h t ’s  d o s e  o f  c h i c k e n  
r u c k u s  w o u l d  b e  r o c k e d  o u t  d i r e c t l y  i n  f r o n t  
o f  t h e  f i r e p la c e !  I  p u s h e d  th e  c r o w d  a p a r t  a n d  
q u ic k ly  s e t  u p  m y  to o l s  o f  c h a o s  i n  r e c o r d  t im e .  
S u d d e n ly  a  s h i r t l e s s  c h i c k e n  w i t h  a  b e l l y  f u l l  
o f  H a m m s  e m e r g e d  f r o m  th e  d i s h  r o o m  a n d  
m o u n t e d  th e  k i t .  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  in  a  m i d d le  
t i m e s lo t  b e t w e e n  t h e  tw o  b a n d s ,  a n d  f o r  th e  
f i r s t  t i m e  in  f r o n t  o f  m y  f a v o r i t e  f i r e p la c e ,  
t h e  R h y t h m  C h i c k e n  a s s a u l t e d  t h e  s q u i s h e d
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I t ’ s  k i n d  o f  l i k e  w a l k i n g  i n t o  a

c o m p l e t e l y  d e t a c h e d  p a r a l l e l  u n i v e r s e  

a n d  f i n d i n g  t h e  P o l i s h  v e r s i o n  o f  a l l  y o u r  

f a v o r i t e  m u s i c ,  s u n g  i n  P o l i s h .

p u n k  festival a tten d ees w ith  a  p u m m elin g  
d isp lay  o f  th u n d e r an d  lunacy! T he rh y th m s 
w ere  ex p lo s iv e ly  pom pous! T h e  an im alistic  
gy ra tions o f  w in g s and  d rum sticks w ere  a  
w eird  s ig h t fo r the  unsuspecting ! S om e m ig h t 
argue th e  R h y th m  C h ick en  is n o t exactly  p u n k  
ro c k ... b u t I like to  th in k  the w e ird  fac to r is 
unden iab le . T h e  ru ck u s en ded  w ith  a  so re ly  
un reh earsed  b e lly  flop  on to  th e  d ru m se t and  
som e fla iling  ab o u t w h ich  left a  pan tin g  p ile  
o f  ch ick en  o n  the  floo r b a th in g  in  a  sh o w er o f  
cam era  flashes.

M y  ru s ty  an d  r ick e ty  d ru m  se t w as 
h as tily  d ism an tled  an d  th ro w n  in to  the

sh o w er sta ll w h ile  H o ly  Shit! to o k  to  th e  
k itch en . F o r  th e  fifth  tim e , m y  little  so u p  
d in e r  w as  g ra c e d  w ith  th e  a m az in g  h a rd co re  
so u n d s o f  A ndy , T abm an , E ric , an d  Tony. 
T h e se  g u y s  p ra c tic a lly  rip  th e  c ro w d ’s faces 
o f f  w ith  th e ir  b lis te r in g  h ard co re . T abm an  
w as in s ta n tly  u p  o n  th e  soup  coun te r, th e n  on  
th e  c ro w d , th e n  c raw lin g  a ro u n d  b e n e a th  the  
c ro w d , an d  th e n  b a c k  in  th e  k itch en . G reen  
B a y ’s R ev. N o rb  ev en  sh o w ed  u p  to  w itn ess  
th e  so u p -ch ick en -sh it sa n d w ich , w h ic h  o n ly  
in c rease d  th e  w e ird  lev e l o f  th e  au d ien ce . 
A n d y  Ju n k  w as  sh ir tle ss  an d  u p  o n  th e  soup  
c o u n te r  try in g  to  stran g le  h is  guitar. H o ly

Shit! fin ish ed  th e ir  fina l so n g  a n d  th e  little  
soup  d in e r  e ru p ted  w ith  ro a rs  o f  ap p ro v a l.

A t th a t p o in t I  s ig h e d  m y  u su a l sig h  o f  
r e l ie f  th a t th e  co p s n e v e r  sh o w ed  u p  and  
a n o th e r  E C L  is in  th e  b o o k s  u n h in d ered . 
I th e n  g lan ced  u p  a t m y  k itc h e n  c lo ck  an d  
n o tic e d  th e  re a lly  w e ird  p a r t o f  th is  y e a r ’s 
tw o -h o u r  m u sic  festiva l: IT  W A S D O N E  IN  
JU S T  U N D E R  O N E  H O U R ! I ’m  n o t ev en  
su re  h o w  th a t h ap p en ed , b u t  d a n g  i f  th a t 
a in ’t  p u n k  rock!

- R h y th m  C h ic k e n



C h r i s  B o a r t s  L a r s o n  P h o t o  C o l u m n  -  A v a i l

C h r i s  B o a r t s  L a r s o n ,  w w w . s l u g a n d l e t t u c e . n e t  | f b . m e / s l u g a n d l e t t u c e
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A v ail w a s  so  m u c h  a  p a r t o f  m y  R ic h m o n d  e x p e r ie n c e . To b e  
h o n e s t, i f  n o t fo r  A v ail I m a y  n e v e r  h a v e  e v e n  v is ite d  R ic h m o n d , 
le t a lo n e  m o v e d  h e re . W h en  I d id  se ttle  in  RVA , in  th e  la te  ’90s, 
A v a il w e re  a t th e  h e ig h t o f  th e ir  p o p u la r i ty  a n d  th e re  a re  b a re ly  
w o rd s  to  d e sc rib e  h o w  m u c h  fu n  a n d  a w e so m e  th o se  sh o w s w ere . 
A f te r  p u ttin g  to g e th e r  th e  RVA H a rd c o re  P u n k  1 9 9 7 -2 0 0 2  p h o to  
sh o w  a t V in y l C o n flic t th is  p a s t M a rc h — an d  g o in g  th ro u g h  a  lo t o f  
A v ail p h o to s— th is  o n e  s tu c k  o u t fo r  m e  b e c a u se  o f  th e  c ro w d  an d

t
th e  f in g e r  p o in tin g  m o m e n t. T w is te rs  w as  o v e r-c ro w d e d , sw ea t-  
so a k e d  h o t, a n d  it w a s  o n e  o f  th e  b e s t sh o w s ever. I a lm o s t p a s se d  
o u t fro m  h e a t  e x h a u s tio n  a n d  p u n k  ro c k  sa tis fa c tio n  after. I ’v e  
b e e n  l is te n in g  to  a  lo t o f  A v ail, w h ile  g o in g  th ro u g h  th e  p h o to s , 
b r in g in g  b a c k  th e  b e s t m e m o rie s  o f  th o se  tim e s , th o se  p e o p le , an d  
ju s t  h o w  m u c h  I lo v e  th a t  b an d .

- C h r i s  B o a r t s  L a r s o n



i ' m  a g a i n s t  i t d e s i g n a t e d  d a l e
M o o n  h a d  h i s  

f a i r  s h a r e  o f  

v i o l e n c e  a n d  

o t h e r  a s s o r t e d  

w a c k i n e s s .

M o o n ' s  E c l i p s e

I  h a d  a  f e w  f r i e n d s  g r o w i n g  u p  w h o  
w o u l d  o f t e n  d r i v e  w h i l e  s o u s e d  t o  t h e  
g i l l s  o n  b o o z e ,  w h i c h  i s  s o m e t h i n g  I t h i n k  
w e  c a n  a l l  a g r e e  i s  a  p r e t t y  s t u p i d  f u c k i n g  
t h i n g  t o  d o .  O n e  f r i e n d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r — w h o  
s h a l l  r e m a i n  n a m e l e s s  h e r e  f o r  t h e  s a k e  
o f  a v o i d i n g  e m b a r r a s s m e n t  a n d  f u r t h e r  
r i d i c u l e — f a n c i e d  h i m s e l f  s o m e  h e a v y  d u t y  
m i s c h i e f  w h i l e  g e t t i n g  h i s  s ip  o n .  D r i v i n g  
a c r o s s  m u l t i p l e  f r o n t  y a r d s  o f  h o u s e s  w a s  
o n e  o f  h i s  f a v o r i t e s — d r i v e w a y ,  f r o n t  l a w n ,  
d r i v e w a y ,  f r o n t  l a w n ,  d r i v e w a y ,  f r o n t  l a w n ,  
o f f  t h e  c u r b ,  * c r u n c h * ,  d r i v i n g  a w a y  l i k e  
n o t h i n g  h a p p e n e d .  T h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  
j u s t  u p  t h e  s t r e e t  f r o m  w h e r e  w e  b o t h  l i v e d  
h a d  a  h u g e ,  g r a s s y  f i e l d  b u t t i n g  u p  t o  a n  
a s p h a l t  p l a y g r o u n d  t h a t  r a n  t h e  e n t i r e  l e n g t h  
o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  W h e n  m a i n t e n a n c e  w o r k e r s  
f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  f o r g o t  t o  l o c k  t h e  
a c c e s s  f e n c e  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  f i e ld ,  
M r .  A d v e n t u r e  t o o k  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  d r i v e  
h i s  t r u c k  i n  a n d  o n t o  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  s o m e  h i g h ­
s p e e d ,  f u l l - t h r o t t l e d  f i g u r e  s k a t i n g .  N o w  
t h a t  I  t h i n k  a b o u t  i t ,  h e  d i d  t h i s  a  f e w  t i m e s  
w h e n  h e  w a s n ’t  d r i n k i n g ,  t o o .  T h a t  p o o r  
g r a s s y  f i e ld .

I  w a s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  k i n d  o f  
s h e n a n i g a n n e r y  i n  g r e a t  d e t a i l  w i t h  a  p a l  o f  
m i n e  a t  w o r k  w h e n  t h e  r a t h e r  u n f o r t u n a t e  
s to r y  o f  K e i t h  M o o n ,  d r i n k i n g ,  a n d  h i s  c a r  
c a m e  u p .  M y  p a l  g a v e  m e  a  w e i r d  l o o k ,  
t h i n k i n g  t h a t  I  w a s  p u l l i n g  h i s  l e g .  I t  w a s n ’t  
u n t i l  I  l o o k e d  t h e  s t o i y  u p  t o  s h o w  h i m  
i t  r e a l l y  h a p p e n e d  w h e n  I d i s c o v e r e d  i t  
h a p p e n e d  t h e  d a y  I  w a s  b o m ,  w h i c h  w a s  a n  
e x t r a  b u m m e r ,  b e i n g  M o o n  is  o n e  o f  m y  a l l -  
t i m e  f a v e  d r u m m e r s .

F o r  t h o s e  o f  y o u  n o t  i n  t h e  k n o w ,  K e i t h  
M o o n  w a s  t h e  d r u m m e r  f o r  o n e  o f  t h e  U .K .  ’s  
b e s t  r o c k ’n ’r o l l  e x p o r t s ,  T h e  W h o .  K e i t h  
w a s  k i c k i n g  a s s  a n d  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  h i s  g a m e  
i n  1 9 7 0 .  B e c a u s e  M o o n  h a d  h i s  f a i r  s h a r e  
o f  v i o l e n c e  a n d  o t h e r  a s s o r t e d  w a c k i n e s s  
g o i n g  o n  ( w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  h i m  c o n s t a n t l y  
w h e t t i n g  h i s  w h i s t l e ) ,  i t  b e h o o v e d  h i m  t o  
h i r e  h i s  p a l  N e i l  B o l a n d  t o  d r i v e  h i s  d r u n k  
a s s  a r o u n d .

M o o n  a n d  a  h a n d f u l  o f  h i s  f r i e n d s  w e r e  
a t  t h e  R e d  L i o n  D i s c o ,  a  p u b  i n  H a t f i e l d ,  
H e r t f o r d s h i r e  ( t w e n t y - p l u s  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  
L o n d o n )  o n  J a n u a r y  4 ,  1 9 7 0 .  A s  a  f a v o r  
t o  M o o n ’s  n e i g h b o r s  w h o  w e r e  o p e n i n g  
t h e  R e d  L i o n  D i s c o ,  M o o n  a t t e n d e d  a s  a  
c e l e b r i t y  g u e s t .  T h e y  w e r e  i m m e d i a t e l y  
n o t i c e d  b y  a  c l u s t e r f u c k  o f  N a z i  t e e n

s k i n h e a d s  w h o  w e r e n ’t  h a p p y  t o  s e e  h im .  
T h e  p u b  w a s  a  t y p i c a l  w a t e r i n g  h o l e  f o r  
w o r k i n g  c l a s s  p e o p l e  w h o  w e r e  g e t t i n g  
o f f e n d e d  b y  t h e  w a y  M o o n  h a n d l e d  h i m s e l f ,  
o r d e r i n g  h i s  u s u a l — e x p e n s i v e  b r a n d y  
i n s t e a d  o f  b e e r ,  a n d  a r r i v i n g  c h a u f f e u r e d  
i n  a  B e n t l e y .  M a n y  p u b  p a t r o n s  h a t e d  t h a t  
M o o n  w a s  s n o b b i s h l y  f l a s h i n g  h i s  w e a l t h ,  
a n d  w h e n  M o o n  a n d  h i s  f r i e n d s  g o t  i n t o  t h e  
B e n t l e y  t h a t  B o l a n d  h a d  p u l l e d  a r o u n d ,  t h e  
s k i n h e a d s  s t a r t i n g  f u c k i n g  w i t h  t h e m .  T h e y  
t h r e w  c o i n s  a n d  r o c k s  a t  t h e  c a r ,  a n d  t h e n  
b e g a n  r o c k i n g  i t  a n d  t r y i n g  t o  t u r n  i t  o v e r .  
W h e n  B o l a n d  r e a l i z e d  t h e  s k i n h e a d s  w e r e  
p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  B e n t l e y  f u l l  o f  p e o p l e  f r o m  
l e a v i n g ,  h e  m o s t  l i k e l y  d e c i d e d  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  
t h e  c a r  t o  c o n f r o n t  t h e m .  B o l a n d ,  w h o  w a s  
d r i v i n g  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  g o t  o u t  o f  t h e  c a r  to  
f a c e  d o w n  t h e  s k i n h e a d s ,  w h i c h  w a s  w h e n  
t h i n g s  s t a r t e d  t o  g o  f r o m  b a d  t o  w o r s e .

A l t h o u g h  p o l i c e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  w e r e  
u n s u r e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  B o l a n d  e x i t e d  t h e  c a r  
o n  h i s  o w n  o r  w a s  d r a g g e d  o u t  d u r i n g  th e  
b r e w i n g  s h i t s t o r m ,  i t ’s  v e r y  l i k e l y  h e  c h o s e  to  
g e t  o u t :  r e m e m b e r ,  B o l a n d  w a s  a l s o  M o o n ’s 
b o d y g u a r d .  W h e n  B o l a n d  r e a l i z e d  h e  w a s  n o  
m a t c h  f o r  t h a t  m a n y  a n g r y  s k i n h e a d s ,  t h e y  
c h a s e d  h i m  d o w n  a  b i t  a n d  b e g a n  r a t  p a c k i n g  
h im .  I t  w a s  a t  t h i s  m o m e n t  B o l a n d  e n d e d  u p  
i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  c a r .

W h e n  t h e  w h o l e  s c e n e  s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  
t o o  g n a r l y ,  M o o n  g o t  d e s p e r a t e  t o  g e t  h i s  
p e o p l e  t h e  h e l l  o u t t a  t h e r e ,  s a i d ,  “ W e ’v e  
g o t  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h i s . ”  H e  t h e n  s l i p p e d  
o v e r  t o  t h e  d r i v e r ’s  s e a t  a n d  e i t h e r  s t e p p e d  
o n  t h e  a c c e l e r a t o r ,  o r  s i m p l y  g r a b b e d  t h e  
w h e e l  o f  t h e  a l r e a d y  i d l i n g  c a r .  A c c o r d i n g  
t o  e y e w i t n e s s e s ,  t h e  B e n t l e y  “ s h o t  o u t  o f  
t h e  c a r  l o t , ”  w h i c h  w o u l d  i m p l y  M o o n  h a d  
a c c e l e r a t e d  t h e  c a r  r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  s t e e r e d  i t .  
T h e  c a r  j o l t e d  f o r w a r d  a n d  th e n  p r o c e e d e d  
t o  m o v e  a b o u t  t e n  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r  d o w n  t h e  
r o a d  a s  t h e  s k i n h e a d s  c o n t i n u e d  c h a s i n g  a n d  
p o u n d i n g  o n  t h e  v e h i c l e .

W h e n  M o o n  d r u n k e n l y  d r o v e  a w a y  
f r o m  t h e  c h a o s ,  o t h e r  p e o p l e  i m m e d i a t e l y  
b e g a n  s h o u t i n g  a t  t h e  c a r .  A t  f i r s t ,  M o o n  
a n d  h i s  p a s s e n g e r s  t h o u g h t  i t  w a s  m o r e  
h a r a s s m e n t  f r o m  t h e  N a z i  d i c k h e a d s  a t  
t h e  p u b ,  b u t  w h e n  t h e y  p u l l e d  o v e r  a  l i t t l e  
w a y s  d o w n  t h e  r o a d  a t  a  l i g h t e d  a r e a  t o  g e t  
h e l p ,  t h e y  r e a l i z e d  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  c h a s e d  
b y  l o c a l  p e d e s t r i a n s  w h o  w e r e  t r y i n g  to  t e l l  
t h e m  t h a t  s o m e o n e  w a s  s t u c k  u n d e r n e a t h  
t h e i r  c a r .  B o l a n d  h a d  e n d e d  u p  u n d e r n e a t h

t h e  B e n t l e y  w h e n  M o o n  d r o v e  i t  a w a y  
f r o m  t h e  p u b  c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  E v e n  m o r e  
u p s e t t i n g  i s  t h a t  n o  o n e  i n  t h e  c a r  n o t i c e d  
w h i l e  B o l a n d  w a s  d r a g g e d  o n e  h u n d r e d  
y a r d s  d o w n  t h e  r o a d .  W h e n  M o o n  t r i e d  
r e a c h i n g  u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  c a r  f o r  B o l a n d ,  
h e  s a i d  a l l  h e  c o u l d  p u l l  o u t  w a s  b r a i n s .  
B o l a n d ’s  h e a d  h a d  b e e n  c r u s h e d  b y  t h e  c a r  
a n d  B o l a n d  w a s  d e c l a r e d  d e a d  o n  a r r i v a l  a t  
t h e  h o s p i t a l .

B e c a u s e  o f  M o o n ’s  t r a c k  r e c o r d  o f  
d r i n k i n g  w i t h  T h e  W h o ,  t h e  p r e s s  r e l i s h e d  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  t o  p a i n t  h i m  a s  t h e  b a d  
g u y  i n  t h i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  f a t a l i t y ,  w h i c h  w a s  
a  f u c k e d  t h i n g  t o  d o ,  b e i n g  t h a t  M o o n  
p l a n n e d  a h e a d  o f  t i m e  t o  h a v e  a  d r i v e r  i n  
p l a c e ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  h e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  b e  
g e t t i n g  s n o c k e r e d  t h a t  e v e n i n g .  C e r t a i n  
p e o p l e  e v e n  c l a i m e d  M o o n  k i l l e d  B o l a n d  
o n  p u r p o s e .  J e r k s .

B o l a n d ’s  d a u g h t e r  ( f o u r  y e a r s  o l d  a t  
t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  a c c i d e n t )  i s  s t i l l  c o n v i n c e d  
M o o n ’s  w i f e ,  K i m ,  w a s  d r i v i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e  
o f  h e r  f a t h e r ’s  d e a t h ,  b u t  e y e w i t n e s s e s  J e a n  
B a t t y e  a n d  “ L e g s ”  L a r r y  S m i t h  w h o  w e r e  
i n  t h e  B e n t l e y ,  c l a i m e d  M o o n  w a s  a t  t h e  
w h e e l .  B o l a n d ’s  f a m i l y  w e r e  c o n v i n c e d  o f  
a  c o v e r - u p  g o i n g  o n ,  a n d  M o o n  c o u l d n ’t  
h a v e  b e e n  d r i v i n g  b e i n g  t h a t  h e  n e v e r ,  
e v e r  d r o v e ,  e v e n  w h e n  s o b e r .  B e c a u s e  
t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  t h a t  e v e n i n g  w e r e  
s o  c h a o t i c  a n d  e y e w i t n e s s  a c c o u n t s  s o  
s c a t t e r e d  a n d  c o n f u s e d  n o  o n e  c a n  e v e r  o n e  
h u n d r e d  p e r c e n t  k n o w  f o r  s u r e  w h o  w a s  
d r i v i n g  t h e  c a r .

W h e n  M o o n  a p p e a r e d  i n  c o u r t  t o  
f i n d  o u t  w h e r e  h e  s t o o d  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  
t h e  j u d g e  a n d  j u r y  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  c a s e  
o f  B o l a n d ’s  d e a t h  d i d n ’t  f i n d  h i m  g u i l t y .  
C o n s i d e r i n g  i t  a  t e r r i b l e  a c c i d e n t ,  t h e  j u d g e  
e v e n  t r i e d  t o  p e r s o n a l l y  e x o n e r a t e  M o o n ,  
w h o  w a s  w r a c k e d  w i t h  o v e r w h e l m i n g  g u i l t  
o v e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  T h e  j u d g e  t o l d  M o o n  h e  
h a d  n o  c h o i c e  b u t  t o  a c t  t h e  w a y  h e  d i d  
a n d  t h a t  a s  h a r d  a s  i t  m a y  s e e m ,  n o  b l a m e  
s h o u l d  b e  t a k e n  f o r  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  d e a t h  
o f  h i s  w o r k  a s s o c i a t e .  I t  t o o k  t h e  j u r y  t e n  
m i n u t e s  t o  r u l e  B o l a n d ’s  d e a t h  a c c i d e n t a l .  
M o o n  w a s  s t i l l  c h a r g e d  w i t h  d r u n k  d r i v i n g ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  d r i v i n g  w i t h o u t  a  l i c e n s e  a n d  n o  
i n s u r a n c e ,  t o  w h i c h  h e  p l e d  g u i l t y .  M o n t h s  
l a t e r ,  t h e  c o u r t  t h e n  w i p e d  o u t  a l l  t h r e e  
c h a r g e s ,  e x o n e r a t i n g  M o o n .

F i v e  o f  t h e  e i g h t  N a z i  s h i t k i d s  w e r e  
b r o u g h t  t o  t r i a l  a n d  f o u n d  g u i l t y ,  s e n t e n c e d
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P o l i c e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  w e r e  u n s u r e

w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  B o l a n d  e x i t e d  t h e  c a r

o n  h i s  o w n  o r  w a s  d r a g g e d  o u t

d u r i n g  t h e  b r e w i n g  s h i t s t o r m .

t o  p a y  f in e s .  T h e y  t r i e d  t o  j u s t i f y  b e i n g  
a s s h o l e s  t h a t  n i g h t ,  b l a m i n g  t h e  M o o n s  f o r  
t h e i r  b e h a v i o r — K e i t h  f o r  o r d e r i n g  a  l a r g e ,  
e x p e n s i v e  b r a n d y  a n d  K i m ’s  r e f u s i n g  t h e m  
a  r i d e  h o m e  i n  t h e  B e n t le y .  I t  s h o u l d ’v e  b e e n  
a l l  e i g h t  o f  ‘e m  u n d e r n e a t h  t h a t  B e n t l e y  
i n s t e a d  o f  B o la n d .

T h e  S S  S h i t k i d s  w e r e n ’t  t h e  o n l y  o n e s  
w h o  b l a m e d  M o o n  f o r  B o l a n d ’s  d e a t h .  
B o l a n d ’s  f a m i l y ,  w h o  w e r e  s t i l l  c o n v i n c e d

s o m e t h i n g  w a s  b e i n g  c o v e r e d  u p ,  w e r e  
c o m p l e t e l y  o u t r a g e d  M o o n  w a s  n o t  f o u n d  
g u i l t y  o f  m u r d e r  o r  m a n s l a u g h t e r .  B o l a n d ’s  
p a r e n t s  s a i d  t h e y  w o u l d n ’t  r e s t  u n t i l  t h e y  
w e r e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  k n o w i n g  e x a c t l y  h o w  
t h e i r  s o n  d i e d  t h a t  n i g h t .  B o l a n d ’s  w i f e  
a l s o  b l a m e d  M o o n  t o  n o  e n d .  M o o n ,  w h o  
c o u l d n ’t  s h a k e  t h e  p a n g s  o f  g u i l t ,  w e n t  a s  
f a r  a s  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  B o l a n d ’s  f a m i l y ,  b u t  
t h e y  c o m p l e t e l y  f u c k e d  h i m  o f f ,  w a n t i n g

n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  h i m .  U n t i l  t h e  d a y  K e i t h  
M o o n  d i e d  o n  S e p t .  7 ,  1 9 7 8  a l m o s t  n i n e  
y e a r s  l a t e r ,  N i c k  B o l a n d ’s  d e a t h  h a u n t e d  
h i m  t e r r i b l y ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a w f u l  d r e a m s  t h a t  
l e f t  M o o n  f e e l i n g  u n d e s e r v i n g  t o  l i v e .

- D e s i g n a t e d  D a l e
d e s ig n a t e d d a l e @ y a h o o . c o m
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S o m e t i m e s  

a  t h i n g  j u s t  i s  

u n t i l  i t  i s n ’ t

E n g i n e  A n g e l

W h e n  I  w a s  a  s c h o o l - a g e d  k i d ,  I  k n e w  
a  l o t  o f  c a r  f r e a k s :  p r e t e e n  M o t o r  T r e n d  
m a g a z i n e  r e a d e r s ;  a s p i r i n g  a u t o m o t i v e  
d e s i g n e r s  a n d  f u t u r e  m e c h a n i c s ;  n i n e - y e a r -  
o l d s  w i t h  a n  a l m o s t  s u p e r n a t u r a l  t a l e n t  f o r  
k n o w i n g  a n y  c a r  b y  t h e  s o u n d  i t s  e n g i n e  
m a d e  a s  i t  d r o v e  b y .  I  h a t e d  e v e r y  o n e  o f  
t h e m .  I  h a t e d  D o n a l d ,  g i v i n g  m e  s h i t  in  
m i d d l e  s c h o o l  f o r  m e m o r i z i n g  t h e  l i c e n s e  
p l a t e  b u t  n o t  t h e  m a k e  a n d  m o d e l  o f  m y  
m o m ’s  c a r  ( “ I t ’s  r e d ! ”  I ’d  s a y  b u t  t h a t  d i d n ’t  
c u t  i t ) ;  I  f e l t  c o n t e m p t  a n d  p i t y  f o r  J a r e d ,  
o n e  o f  m y  t w o  b e s t  f r i e n d s ,  f o r  w a s t i n g  
t i m e  r e a d i n g  C a r  a n d  D r i v e r  i n s t e a d  o f  
H i t  P a r a d e r ,  i n  t h e  b a c k  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  t h e  
l y r i c s  t o  t h e  s o n g s  w e  w e r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  
l e a r n i n g  to  p l a y  i n  o u r  f i f t h  g r a d e  g r u n g e  
b a n d .  I  h a t e d  t h e  c r e w  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  t h a t  
h u n g  a r o u n d  t h e  s a m e  b e n c h  e v e r y  m o r n i n g ,  
i n  t h e  h a l l w a y  d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  u s  r o c k  m u s i c  
k i d s ,  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  b u l l s h i t  ’9 0 s  m e t a l  a n d  
c a r s  e v e r y  d a y  w h i l e  s l a p p i n g  t h e i r  c h e s t s  
w i t h  l i m p  h a n d s  a n d  m o a n i n g  a t  t h e  s p e c i a l  
e d u c a t i o n  k i d s  a s  t h e y  w a l k e d  b y .

I  h a t e d  t h o s e  k id s ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  I  h a t e d  
t h e m ,  I  h a t e d  c a r s .  T o  m e ,  k n o w i n g  w h a t  k in d  
o f  c a r  y o u  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  g e t  w h e n  y o u  g r e w  
u p  a n d  l e a r n e d  t o  d r i v e  w a s  s tu p id .  I  w o u l d  
g e t  i n t o  a r g u m e n t s  w i t h  m y  m o m ,  w h o s e  
p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  r o o m y  t o w n c a r s  c l a s h e d  
w i t h  m y  t r a s h y  s e n s e  o f  e c o n o m y  a n d  
u n o s t e n t a t i o u s  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  M y  s t e p f a t h e r  
w o u l d  p u t  N A S C A R  o n  t h e  b i g  s c r e e n  T V  
in  h i s  b a r ,  a n d  I ’d  w a t c h  t h o s e  c a r s  g o  tw o  
h u n d r e d  m i l e s  a n  h o u r  i n  a n  i d i o t i c  o v a l ,  l a p  
a f t e r  l a p ,  t h i n k i n g  to  m y s e l f  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  
c o u l d n ’t  g e t  m o r e  d u m b  th a n  t h i s  ( t h i s  b e i n g  
b e f o r e  t h e  r i s e  o f  m i x e d  m a r t i a l  a r t s ) .

W o r s e  t h a n  a l l  o f  th i s  w a s  t h e  l a u g h a b le ,  
h y p o t h e t i c a l  s c e n a r i o  a  s i n g l e  s y n a p s e  in  
m y  h e a d ,  m o s t  o f  w h i c h  I  n e e d e d  to  b e  
f r e e  t o  s to r e  s o n g  l y r i c s  a n d  l i n e s  f r o m  T h e  
S im p s o n s ,  c o u l d  i n s t e a d  b e  u s e d  t o  l e a r n  h o w

t h e  i n s i d e  o f  a  c a r  w o r k s .  I n  m y  m i n d ,  I  h a d  
s e p a r a t e  c o m p a r t m e n t s  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  
f i x e d  c a r s  a n d  t h e  s m a r t  p e o p l e  w h o  d r o v e  
t h e m  to  a n d  f r o m  t h e i r  s m a r t  a c t i v i t i e s .  I  n o w  
r e a l i z e  t h a t — a s i d e  f r o m  t h e  b a d  p e r s o n a l i t y  
e x a m p l e s  i n  m y  l i f e — t h i s  d i v i s i o n  m o s t l y  
c a m e  f r o m  t h e  f a l s e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h o s e  t a k i n g  
v o c a t i o n a l  c l a s s e s  w e r e  f a i l u r e s  w h o  i n  s o m e  
w a y  w e r e n ’t  g o o d  e n o u g h  t o  g o  t o  r e g u l a r  
s c h o o l .  A n d ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  I  t o o k  a  f i r m  s t a n d  
o n  in t e r n a l  c o m b u s t i o n  e n g i n e s :  I  d o n ’t  w a n t  
to  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  th e m .

F a s t  f o r w a r d  t o  2 0 0 4 .  I  t u r n e d  t h e  k e y  
o f  m y  G r a n d m a ’s  m i n i v a n  b u t  i t  w o u l d n ’t  
c a t c h .  I t  h a d n ’t  g i v e n  u s  a n y  t r o u b l e  b e f o r e  
t h i s  a f t e r n o o n ,  n o  d e l a y e d  s t a r t u p  o r  s t r a n g e  
v i b r a t i o n s .  T h e  E r g s !  h a d  b e e n  d o w n  s o u t h ,  
o u t  t o  T e x a s ,  u p  i n t o  t h e  M i d w e s t ,  a l m o s t  
t w o  w e e k s  o n  t h e  r o a d  w i t h  n o  i s s u e .  W e  
p l a y e d  t h e  L o s t  C r o s s  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  a n d  
d r o v e  t h e  v a n  t h e  t w o  b l o c k s  b a c k  to  t h e  
h o u s e  w e  s t a y e d  a t .  S o m e t i m e s  a  t h i n g  j u s t  
i s  u n t i l  i t  i s n ’t .

J o e  w a s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  o f  t h e  f o u r  o f  u s  w i th  
e n o u g h  s e n s e  to  h a v e  a  A A A  m e m b e r s h i p ,  s o  
h e  g o t  t h e m  o n  t h e  p h o n e .  I  k e p t  t u r n i n g  th e  
k e y ,  h o p i n g  i t  o n l y  n e e d e d  m o r e  t i m e ,  l i k e  
m y  c a r  t h a t  s o m e t i m e s  w o u l d  t a k e  t w e n t y  
m i n u t e s  t o  s t a r t ,  u s u a l l y  a t  t h e  p u m p  o f  a  b u s y  
g a s  s t a t i o n .  J o e  h u n g  u p  a n d  w e  o p e n e d  th e  
h o o d ,  h o p i n g  t o  f i n d  a n  o b v i o u s  p r o b l e m .  W e  
p o k e d  a r o u n d  a  m i n u t e  u n t i l  o n e  o f  u s  s a id ,  
“ Y u p .  L o o k s  l i k e  a n  e n g i n e . ”  W e  l e t  t h e  h o o d  
s l a m  t o  a  c l o s e ,  a  m o m e n t  o f  s o n ic  c a th a r s i s .

A  t o w  t r u c k  d r i v e r  s h o w e d  u p  a n  h o u r  
l a te r .  H e  w a s  a  s m a l l  g u y  w i t h  s h o r t  g r a y  
h a i r ,  w e a r i n g  j e a n s ,  C h u c k s ,  a n d  a  b l u e  
f l a n n e l .  H e  l o o k e d  l i k e  a  r e g u l a r  m i d d l e - a g e d  
g u y ,  l i k e  a n y  r a n d o m  g u y  i n  m y  h o m e t o w n  
h a n g i n g  o u t  a t  t h e  l i q u o r  s to r e  b a c k r o o m  b a r  
w i t h  m y  d a d ,  b u t  t o  a  g r o u p  o f  S S T - h e a d s  
l i k e  u s  h e  l o o k e d  l i k e  a  b i t  l i k e  M i k e  W a t t .

H e  e v e n  p l a y e d  t h e  b a s s ,  t o o ,  w h i c h  h e  t o l d  
u s  a f t e r  s p o t t i n g  t h e  g e a r  i n  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  
v a n .  I  h a d  r e m n a n t s  o f  m y  o l d  b i a s ,  t h o u g h .  
D e s p i t e  d i s c o v e r i n g  th r o u g h  t h e  w o r k  e t h i c s  
a n d  p h i l o s o p h i e s  o f  th e  e a r l y  S S T  b a n d s  t h a t  
b e i n g  a b l e  t o  d i a g n o s e  a n d  f ix  t h e  p r o b l e m s  
in  a l l  a r e a s  o f  y o u r  l i f e ,  i n c l u d i n g  ( a n d  
e s p e c i a l l y ! )  c a r s  a n d  v a n s ,  w a s  a  l o g i c a l  
e x t e n s i o n  o f  t r y i n g  t o  o p e r a t e  in  a n d  l i v e  a  
D I Y  l i f e s t y l e ,  i t  w a s  w e i r d  t o  t h i n k  o f  t h i s  c a r  
g u y  p l a y i n g  in  b a n d s .

H e  a s k e d  w h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m  w a s ,  t h e n  
a s k e 4  o n e  o f  u s  t o  t r y  s t a r t i n g  t h e  c a r .  J o e  
w a s  c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  d r i v e r  d o o r  s o  h e  g o t  in  
a n d  t u r n e d  t h e  k e y ,  a g a i n  a n d  a g a in .  T h e  to w  
t r u c k  d r i v e r  w a l k e d  a r o u n d  t h e  c a r ,  l i s t e n in g ,  
s t o p p i n g  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  a n  a r e a ,  a n d  
s i g n a l i n g  a t  J o e  t o  c o n t in u e .  H e  lo o k e d  l i k e  
a  p a i n t e r  i n s p e c t i n g  h i s  a r t  t o  s e e  w h e r e  t h e  
n e x t  d e t a i l  n e e d e d  t o  g o .

H e  s a i d  “ h m m ”  t h e n  l a i d  d o w n  o n  th e  
g r o u n d ,  r e a c h i n g  a n  a r m  u n d e r  t h e  f r o n t  e n d .

H e  s t e a d i e d  h i s  a r m  a n d  y e l l e d  t o  J o e  t o  k e e p  
t r y i n g  it .  I  c o u l d n ’t  s e e  w h a t  h i s  h a n d  w a s  
d o i n g  b u t  h e  w a s  f e e l i n g  a r o u n d ,  l i k e  w h e n  
t h e  d o c t o r  c h e c k s  t h e  s t a t e  o f  y o u r  o r g a n s  b y  
p r e s s i n g  o n  y o u r  b e l ly .

H e  w a s  u n d e r  t h e r e  f o r  l e s s  t h a n  a  m i n u t e  
a n d  t h e n  t h e  e n g i n e  k i c k e d  o n .  H e  w r i g g l e d  
h i s  w a y  o u t  f r o m  u n d e r  t h e  c a r  a n d  s to o d  
u p ,  s h a k i n g  t h e  g r a v e l  f r o m  h i s  b a c k  a n d  
b r u s h i n g  h i s  h a n d s  c l e a n .  I ,  w h o  h a d  s to o d  
n e x t  t o  h i m  w i t h  m y  a r m s  f o l d e d  l i k e  a  d a d  
p r e t e n d i n g  t o  k n o w  h o w  a  t o o l  w o r k s ,  l e a n e d  
o n to  t h e  h o o d  a n d  a s k e d  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d .

“ T h e  t h r o t t l e  p i n  n e e d e d  a  q u a r t e r  t u r n , ”  
h e  s a id .

“ A h , ”  I  s a id .  “ W h a t ’s  t h a t ? ”  H e  e x p l a i n e d  
w h a t  i t  w a s ,  t h o u g h  m y  a u t o m o t i v e  m e n t a l

H e  l o o k e d  l i k e  a  r e g u l a r  m i d d l e - a g e d  

g u y  b u t  t o  a  g r o u p  o f  S S T - h e a d s  l i k e  

u s ,  h e  l o o k e d  a  b i t  l i k e  M i k e  W a t t .



b lo c k  m a d e  m e  fo rg e t im m ed ia te ly , to  th e  
p o in t th a t I ’m  n o t fu lly  c e r ta in  i t ’s c a lle d  a  
“th ro ttle  p in ” a t a ll. I t ’s b e e n  fo u rte e n  y e a rs  
and  I m a y  b e  m is re m e m b e rin g .

H e  a s k e d  u s  w h a t  w e  w e re  d o in g  in  
C a rb o n d a le , a ll th e  w a y  o u t f ro m  N e w  
Jersey . W e sa id  w e  w e re  o n  to u r, h o p in g  
w e w o u ld n ’t h a v e  to  fo llo w  u p  w ith  an  
e x p la n a tio n  o f  sm a ll b a n d s  to u r in g . H e  
a sk e d  w h a t k in d  o f  m u s ic  w e  p la y e d . A ll  o f  
u s  h e m m e d  a n d  h a w e d  an d  s ta m m e re d  th e  
b o ile rp la te  a n s w e r  to  th a t  q u e s tio n : “ P u n k , 
k in d a . . .  b u t  n o t, l ik e , s c re a m in g . . .  ju s t  
k in d a  f a s t . . .  d o  y o u  k n o w  G re e n  D a y ? ” 
H e  sa id , “ O h , lik e  th e  R a m o n e s!  I lo v e  th e  
R a m o n e s !” H e  a s k e d  w h e re  w e  p la y e d  in  
to w n  a n d  w a s  fa m ilia r  w ith  L o s t  C ro ss , 
h a v in g  g o n e  th e re  to  se e  b a n d s  in  th e  ‘80s.

O n e  o f  u s  a s k e d  i f  h e  s t il l  p la y e d  b u t  h e  
s a id  o th e r  th a n  n o o d lin g  a ro u n d  o n  a  g u ita r  
a t h o m e  h e  d id n ’t h a v e  t im e  to  p lay . It 
so u n d e d  a  b it  l ik e  h e  w ish e d  h e  s t il l  d id .

H is  p a g e r  b e e p e d . Jo e  tr ie d  to  h a n d  
h im  a fiv e  d o lla r  b i l l  b u t  h e  sa id , “ D o n ’t. 
Y o u  g u y s  a re  g o n n a  n e e d  i t  m o re  th a n  m e. 
G a s  a in ’t  g e tt in g  a n y  c h e a p e r .”  H e  c la p p e d  
th e  tw o  o f  u s  c lo s e s t  to  h im  o n  th e  back,. 
“ G o o d  lu c k  o n  th e  ro a d ,”  h e  sa id . “ K eej) 
d o in g  w h a t y o u ’re  d o in g , a n d  m a y  th e  b ird  
o f  p ro s p e r i ty  sh it  o n  a l l  o f  y o u r  sh o u ld e rs .” 
W e a ll  la u g h e d  a n d  sa id  “ th a n k s .”

H e  g o t  in  h is  tr u c k  a n d  s ta r te d  d r iv in g  
a w a y  b u t  s to p p e d . H e  p u t  th e  t r u c k  in  
r e v e r s e ,  p u l l in g  u p  to  w h e re  h e  c o u ld  se e  
u s  th ro u g h  h is  p a s s e n g e r  s id e  w in d o w . H e

r o l le d  i t  d o w n  a n d  sa id , “ I a lm o s t  fo rg o t: 
w e ’re  n o t  s u p p o s e d  to  f ix  a n y th in g , w e ’re  
su p p o s e d  to  j u s t  p u t  th e  b ro k e n  d o w n  c a r  
o n  th e  t r u c k  a n d  d r iv e  i t  to  a  g a ra g e , so  
lu c k i ly  th e  c a r  s ta r te d  b y  i t s e l f  w h e n  I 
g o t  h e r e , r ig h t? ” W e a ll  n o d d e d . T h e  g u y  
w a y e d  a n d  d ro v e  aw ay .

- J e f f  S c h ro e c k

T hanks to  L ew  H o u sto n , s in c e  o n e  o f  
th ese  s to r ie s  in th e  f i r s t  issu e  o /B lu r t  is  b a s e d  
a ro u n d  th e  sa m e  inciden t.



t h e  e l e c t e d  

o f f i c i a l s

t h e  b a r o m e t r i c  p u n k  p r e s s u r e  o f  c h a n g e  p h o t o s  b y  v e r a  h e r n a n d e z  a n d  d a v i d  e n s i m i n g e r  l a y o u t  b y  j e s s e e  z e r o x e d



T H E  E L E C T E D  O F F I C I A L S  A R E  i t  B R A S H ,  P O T E N T ,  H E C T I C ,  

A N D  F E R V E N T  A N A R C H p ^ p L I T I C A L  F O R C E  W I T H  M E M B E R S  

C U L L E D  F R O M  O V E R  A  D 0 2 E N  P R E V I O U S  B A N D S ,  S T R A D D L I N G  

T E X A S  A N D  N E W  M E X l C d .  T H E I R  T Y P I C A L  T A R G E T S  A R E  N O T  

J U S T  T H E  M A C H I N A T I O N S  A N D  M A D N E S S  O F  G R E E D Y ,  T O X I C  

C O R P O R A T I O N S ,  C O N S U M E R  S O C I E T Y ,  A N D  N O T - S O - H A L L O W  

R E L I G I O N — T H E Y  A L S O  F O C U S  O N  E V E R Y D A Y  D I Y  E F F O R T S  

T O  R E B U I L D  T H E  F U T U R E  B A S E D  O N  B O T H  R E S I S T A N C E  A N D  

P A R T I C I P A T I O N ,  B Y  E N C O U R A G I N G  T A L K  B U T  L I O N I Z I N G  

A C T I O N  E V E N  M O R E :  I N  D O I N G  S O ,  T H E Y ’ V E  A L S O  T A P P E D  

I N T O  M O D E R N  M E D I A  W I T H  E N E R G Y  A N D  F O C U S ,  C R E A T I N G  

V I D E O S  N O T ^ U $ t  O F  B A N D  L I F E  A N D  T H E I R  P R O D U C T S ,  B U T  

B R O A D E R  I S S U E S ,  I N C L U D I N G  N A T I V E  A M E R I C A N  S O C I A L  

J U S T I C E  A N D  B E Y O N D .  I N  T R U M P I A N  T I M E S ,  W H E N  S I D E S  H A V E  

B E E N  P O L A R I Z E D ,  M O O D S  D A R K E N E D ,  A N D  L U R K I N G  V I O L E N C E  

P O T E N T I A L L Y  P O S S I B L E  A R O U N D  E V E R Y  C O M M E N T  A N D  G L A R E ,  

T H E  B A N D  H A R N E S S E S  D I S C O N T E N T ,  H O p K S  S O M E  H U M O R  

T O  I T ;  A N D  P L A C E S  I T  I N T O  A  G L O B A L ^  V I S I O N  O F  P E O P L E  

S T R U G G L I N G  F O R  C H A N G E ,  L I K E  A N  T H O U S A N D

P O I N T S  O F  L I G H T  E M I T T I N G  A  S P U N D T R A C K  O F  P U N K  T H A T  

E X T E N D S  W E L L  B E Y O N D  B O R D E R S  A N D  F E A R S .  I T  I S  T H E  S O U N D  

O F  E M P O W E R M E N T  U N F O L D I N G .

I N T E R V I E W  W I T H

S O P H I E  R O U S M A N I E R E
B Y  D A V I D  E N S M I N G E R

D a v i d :  B o t h  m e m b e r s  o f  y o u r  b a n d  a n d  I  
h a v e  l i v e d  i n  b o t h  N e w  M e x i c o  a n d  T e x a s ,  
w h i c h  s e e m  v a s t l y  d i f f e r e n t  o n  o n e  h a n d ,  b u t  
e e r i l y  s im i l a r ,  i n  s o m e  a s p e c t s ,  i n  t e r m s  o f  
t h e  e l i t e  t h a t  c o n t r o l  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  A u s t i n  
a n d  S a n t a  F e ,  w h o s e  H i s p a n i c  c i t i z e n s  a r e  
o f t e n  s h u n t e d  a s i d e  a n d  g h e t to i z e d .  D o  y o u  
s e e  i t  d i f f e r e n t l y ?
S o p h i e :  I n  N e w  M e x i c o ,  i t  s e e m s  th e  
“ S p a n i s h ”  c o m m u n i t y  i s  s t i l l  f o r  t h e  m o s t  
p a r t  i n  c h a r g e .  T h e s e  a r e  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  
k e p t  t h e i r  p l a c e  i n  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  c e n tu r i e s .  
N e p o t i s m  i n  b u s i n e s s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  
a r e  c o m m o n p l a c e  t o  h e l p  t h o s e  f a m i l i e s  
m a i n t a i n  c o n t r o l .  N e w  M e x i c o  is  a  p r o u d  
t r i - c u l t u r a l  u n i o n — N a t i v e ,  H i s p a n i c  a n d  
w h i te .  H o w e v e r ,  r a c i s m  is  c o m m o n p l a c e ,  in  
p a r t  d u e  t o  l a c k  o f  e d u c a t io n .  M a n y  N a t i v e  
A m e r i c a n  p o p u l a t i o n s  s t i l l  l i v e  b e l o w  th e  
p o v e r t y  l i n e .  W e  s p e n t  s e v e n  y e a r s  w o r k i n g

o n  a  f i l m  w i t h  t h e  N a v a j o  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  
l i v e  u n d e r  a  c l o u d  o f  c o a l  s m o k e  f r o m  p o w e r  
p l a n t s ,  y e t  f o r t y  p e r c e n t  d o  n o t  h a v e  p o w e r  t o  
t h e i r  h o m e s .  A l s o  t h e r e  a r e  “ C o l o n i a s ”  a l o n g  
t h e  b o r d e r  t h a t  h o u s e  M e x i c a n  i m m i g r a n t s  
l i v i n g  i n  s o m e t i m e s  d a n g e r o u s ,  s u b s t a n d a r d  
c o n d i t i o n s .  I n  e s s e n c e ,  y o u r  s t a t e m e n t  i s  
c o r r e c t ,  h o w e v e r  c o m p l i c a t e d ,  s i n c e  s o m e  o f  
t h o s e  A n g l o s  i n  c h a r g e  a r e  n a m e d  M a r t i n e z  
a n d  R o m e r o ,  b l u r r i n g  t h e  l i n e  b e t w e e n  
H i s p a n i c  a n d  A n g lo .

T w o  o f  u s  l i v e  i n  A u s t i n ,  T e x a s ,  a  l a n d  
o n c e  a l i v e  w i t h  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  t r i b e s ,  
b u t  f e w  i n d i g e n o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s  r e m a i n !  
A u s t i n  h a s  p r o c l a i m e d  i t s e l f  a  “ s a n c t u a r y  
c i t y , ”  b e c o m i n g  a  b a t t l e g r o u n d  f o r  a  
p u s h  b a c k  a g a i n s t  T r u m p ’s  i m m i g r a t i o n  
r e f o r m  v i s i o n ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  a  g o o d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  T e x a s  b y  a n y  
m e a n s ,  s e e i n g  a s  T e x a s  h a s  b e e n  n o m i n a t e d  
a s  t h e  t h i r d  m o s t  r a c i s t  s t a t e  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  
T h e  T o p  T e n s  w e b s i t e ) .

D a v i d :  L ik e  in  S e a t t le  a n d  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  
A u s t in  h a s  s w e e p in g  g e n t r i f i c a t io n  u n d e r w a y .  
I n  A u s t in ,  i t  h a s  d i r e c t l y  i m p a c t e d  b o t h  th e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  b l a c k  a n d  H is p a n ic  c o m m u n i t i e s .  
D o  y o u  t h i n k  p u n k s  h a v e  b e e n  p a r t  o f  th e  
p r o b le m  o r  s o lu t io n ,  m a y b e  b o th ,  in  s u c h  c i t i e s ?  
M e a n in g ,  s o m e t im e s  th e y  a r e  t h e  f i r s t  A n g lo s  
t o  l i v e  o r  s e t  u p  c lu b s  in  s u c h  n e i g h b o r h o o d s .  
S o p h i e :  P u n k s  i n  N e w  O r l e a n s  a n d  P i t t s b u r g h  
h a v e  f o u n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  d e v e l o p  s m a l l  
b u s i n e s s e s  t h a t  m i g h t  n o t  s u r v i v e  in  p l a c e s  
w i t h  h i g h  r e n t .  P u n k s ,  b e i n g  u n a f r a i d  a n d  
b o l d ,  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  e x p e r i m e n t  i n  g r i t t y  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s ;  t a k e  O n i o n  M a i d e n ,  S k u l l  
R e c o r d s ,  a n d  B l a c k  F o r g e  C o f f e e  H o u s e  in  
A l l e n t o w n ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  P a .  T h e  a r e a  i s  t h e  
e d g e  o f  a  g r i t t y  p a r t  o f  t o w n .  T h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  c r e a t e  e d g y ,  r i s k y  b u s i n e s s e s  w i t h  l o w  
o v e r h e a d  is  a  s p a c e  f o r  p u n k s  t o  t h r i v e .  I t ’s  i n  
t h a t  s p a c e  b e t w e e n  d a n g e r o u s  a n d  c o o l  t h a t  
w e  t h r i v e ,  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  f r e e d o m  t o  e x p l o r e ,  
o n  t h e  b a r e  e d g e  o f  s o c ie ty .



I s  i t  l i k e l y  t o  d e v e l o p  i n  u n s a v o r y ,  
m o r e  g e n t r i f y i n g  w a y s  a f t e r  t h a t ?  Y es. A s  
p e o p l e  a r e  d r a w n  t o  t h e  e d g y  a r t i s t i c  v i s i o n  
o f  f r e e d o m  a n d  c r e a t i v i t y ,  t h e y  w i l l  m o v e  
in  a s  y o u n g  c r e a t i v e s ;  h o w e v e r ,  s o o n  t h e y  
w i l l  w a n t  a l a r m s  o n  t h e i r  d o o r s  a n d  l e s s  
n o i s e  o n  t h e  s t r e e t .  I  m e a n ,  r e a l j y ,  w h o  
m o v e s  t o  A u s t i n  a n d  t h e n  l o b b i e s  t o  s t o p  
f r e e w h e e l i n g  b u s k e r s  f r o m  c r o o n i n g  o n  
t h e  c o m e r ?  U l t i m a t e l y ,  i t  d e p e n d s  o n  w h a t  
k i n d  o f  p u n k s  a r e  m o v i n g  i n  a n d  h o w  t h e y  
i n t e r a c t  w i t h  t h e  s p a c e  w h e n  d e t e r m i n i n g  
w h e t h e r  t h e i r  e a r l y  a d o p t i o n  o f  g r i t t y  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  c o u l d  u l t i m a t e l y  l e a d  
t o w a r d  g e n t r i f i c a t i o n .
D a v i d :  T h e  b a n d  j u s t  v e n t u r e d  t o  M e x ic o ,  
w h e r e  t h e  g lo b a l  p u n k  m o v e m e n t  is  
b u r g e o n i n g ,  b u t  f r o m  y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  r i g h t  
n o w ,  w h a t  s e e m s  to  b e  t h e  s o c i o e c o n o m i c -  
p o l i t i c a l - g e n d e r  i s s u e s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f a c e s ?

M o s t  A m e r i c a n s  s i m p l y  p i g e o n h o l e  t h e  
c o u n t r y  a s  a  n a r c o - s t a t e  f u l l  o f  v i c t i m s .  
S o p h i e :  M e x i c o  h a s  a  h u g e  p u n k  s c e n e  
t h a t  h a s  b e e n  g o i n g  s t r o n g  f o r  f o r t y  y e a r s .  
T h e r e  a r e  a n a r c h i s t  c o l l e c t i v e s  a n d  p u n k - r u n  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n v o l v e d  in  w o r k i n g  t o  im p r o v e  
h u m a n  r i g h t s  f o r  w o m e n ,  h o m e l e s s  c h i ld r e n ,  
s e x  w o r k e r s ,  i n d i g e n o u s  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  a n d  
f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .  W e  w e r e  i m p r e s s e d  
to  s e e  t h a t  m o s t  b a n d s  w e  e n c o u n t e r e d  h a v e  
p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e n t  in  t h e i r  s o n g s ,  a n d  m a n y  
z i n e s  a r e  h i g h l y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  s o c i a l l y  
c o n s c i o u s .

T h e i r  p u n k  r o c k  m a r k e t ,  “ E l  C h o p o , ”  
i s  h u g e  a n d  h a s  b e e n  g o i n g  f o r  o v e r  t h r e e  
d e c a d e s .  T h i s  m a r k e t  h a s  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  
s t u d d e d  b e l t s  a n d  b a n d  s t i c k e r s  t o  b o o k s  o n  
M e x i c a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  a n d  t r a n s l a t e d  N o a m  
C h o m s k y  te x t s .  T h i s  i s  a  c o u n t r y  w h e r e  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t  i s  i n c r e d i b l y  c o r r u p t ,  w h e r e  
p r o t e s t e r s  c a n  b e  k i d n a p p e d  a n d  m u r d e r e d  f o r

s p e a k i n g  o u t  a g a i n s t  p o l i c e  b r u t a l i t y .  I n  2 0 1 4 ,  
f o r t y - t h r e e  s t u d e n t  p r o t e s t o r s  w e r e  a b d u c t e d  
b y  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  I g u a l a  m a s s  k id n a p p i n g  
a n d  s e c r e t l y  e x e c u t e d  b y  a u t h o r i t i e s .  W h e n  
t h e  t r u t h  w a s  r e v e a l e d ,  m a s s  p r o t e s t s  e r u p t e d  
i n  t h e  s t r e e t s .

D o m e s t i c  a b u s e  o f  w o m e n  a n d  s e x u a l  
a b u s e  s e e m  t o  b e  s ig n i f i c a n t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
h o m o p h o b i a .  D r u g  t r a f f i c k i n g  t o  t h e  U .S .  
t o  f u e l  A m e r i c a n  a d d i c t i o n  h a s  d r i v e n  t h e  
m u r d e r  r a t e  u p  o v e r  a n  a l a r m i n g  2 0 ,0 0 0  in  
2 0 1 7 .  T h e r e  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  a n  e l e m e n t  o f  d a n g e r  
i n  M e x i c o  u n l i k e  o u r  t r a v e l s  in  A s i a .

P u n k s  t h e r e  h a v e  i s s u e s  w i t h  v e n u e s  
b e i n g  s h u t  d o w n  b y  p o l i c e  a n d  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  
d u e  t o  i n t e r - s c e n e  v i o l e n c e — a n d  s k i n h e a d  
n a t i o n a l i s t  g r o u p s  a r e  a r o u n d — b u t  n o n e  
w e r e  a p p a r e n t  a t  a n y  o f  o u r  s h o w s .  M o s h  p i t s  
o f t e n  s m e l l  l i k e  g l u e  f a c t o r i e s  a t  t i m e s ,  a s  
i n h a l a n t s  a r e  c h e a p .  S h o w s  a r e  i n  b a r s ,  D I Y

s p a c e s ,  h o m e s ,  a n d  th e y  d o  h a v e  s o m e  b ig  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f e s t i v a l s .

W e  v i s i t e d  t h e  s i t e  o f  a n  o n g o i n g  
o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  C h e  G u e v a r a  A u d i t o r i u m  
o n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A u to n o m o u s  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
M e x i c o  ( U N A M )  c a m p u s  in  M e x i c o  C i t y  
t h a t  h a s  l a s t e d  f o r  s e v e n t e e n  y e a r s .  T h e y  h a v e  
a  m a s s i v e  z i n e  l i b r a r y ,  a n  F M  r a d i o  s t a t i o n ,  
n a t u r a l  m e d i c i n e  c e n t e r ,  v e g a n  r e s t a u r a n t ,  
a n d  c o m m u n i t y  l i v i n g  s p a c e s  h e r e .  T h e m e s  
i n c l u d e  f e m i n i s m ,  a n i m a l  r i g h t s ,  a n t i ­
c o r r u p t i o n ,  a n t i - p o v e r t y ,  a n t i - c a p i t a l i s t ,  p r o -  
i n d i g e n o u s ,  a n d  p r o - e d u c a t i o n  r h e t o r i c  o n  th e  
e m p o w e r m e n t  o f  m a r g i n a l i z e d  c o m m u n i t i e s .

P o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s  t h e r e  a r e  c o m m o n ,  a n d  
f e s t s  a n d  e v e n t s  h e l d  a r e  f o r  a n d  b y  th e  
p e o p l e .  T h e  U N A M  p r o t e s t  i s  u n i q u e — i t ’s  a  
s i g n  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  a n d  l o n g - l a s t i n g  p o w e r  
o f  o r g a n i z e d  p u n k s  w o r k i n g  f o r  s o c i a l  c h a n g e  
w i t h i n  a  u n i f i e d  b o d y .  T h i s  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  
o t h e r  u n i v e r s i t y  o c c u p a t i o n s  a n d  p r o t e s t s

a r o u n d  t h e  g lo b e ,  d u e  t o  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  o f  
t h i s  c o n t i n u e d  o c c u p a t io n .

W h i l e  i n  M e x i c o  in  J a n u a r y ,  w e  
r e c o r d e d  s o m e  b i l i n g u a l  s o n g s  f o r  a  s p l i t  
C D  w i t h  D e s v i a d o s  a n d  a r e  n o w  w o r k i n g  
w i t h  B a m  B a m  R e c o r d s ,  a  M e x i c a n  l a b e l ,  
t o  d i s t r i b u t e  o u r  m u s i c  i n  L a t i n  A m e r i c a .  A  
v i s i t  t o  C o l u m b i a  a n d  E c u a d o r  m a y  b e  o n  th e  
h o r i z o n  s o o n .
D a v i d :  W h a t  l i n k  w o u l d  y o u  d r a w  b e t w e e n  
t h e  b a n d s  y o u  t o u r  w i t h — a t  l e a s t  M D C ,  th e  
R e s t a r t s ,  a n d  D e s v i a d o s ?  I s  i t  a  s e n s e  o f  d e e p  
c o n s c i e n c e  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t ,  o r  i s  s i m p l y  a  
m u s i c a l  c o m m u n i t y ?
S o p h i e :  W e  lo v e  t o  p l a y  a n d  t o u r  w i t h  o t h e r  
b a n d s  t h a t  a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  s e r i o u s  i s s u e s .  
T h e s e  s h o w s  c a n  f e e l  l i k e  p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s  a t  
t i m e s ,  a c t i v i s t s  b r a i n s t o r m i n g  in  t h e  c o m e r s  
o n  h o w  t o  i n c l u d e  m o r e  p u n k s  in  d i r e c t  a c t i o n  
c a m p a i g n s  o r  w h a t  w o r k e d  f o r  t h e m  i n  t h e

p a s t .  A l l  t h e s e  b a n d s  c a r r y  m e s s a g e s  a b o u t  
p o l i t i c s ,  s o c i a l  c a u s e s ,  a n d  h u m a n  r ig h t s .

I n  s o m e  c a s e s ,  t h e  w o r d s  f r o m  th e s e  
e a r l y  M D C  a n d  D e s v i a d o s  s o n g s  in  t h e  
1 9 8 0 s  t h a t  s p o k e  o f  s o c i a l  c h a n g e ,  d e v i a t i o n  
f r o m  t h e  n o r m ,  a n d  a w a r e n e s s  o f  s o c i a l  
i s s u e s  t r a n s l a t e d  in t o  m o r e  t h a n  i n s p i r e d  
m u s i c ,  l e a d i n g  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  p u n k s  
t o  c o n s i d e r  w h a t  w e r e  t h e  n e x t  s t e p s  t o  t a k e  
to  c r e a t e  c h a n g e .  T h e  E l e c t e d  O f f i c i a l s ’ f i r s t  
s h o w s  h a d  p r o t e s t  s i g n s  o n  s t a g e  a n d  p e t i t i o n s  
o n  o u r  m e r c h  t a b l e ,  a n d  w e  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  
a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  z i n e s  i n  v a r i o u s  l a n g u a g e s .  
W e  s e e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t r a n s l a t i n g  s o c i a l  a n g s t  
t o  m u s i c  a n d  f i l m  t o  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  a c t io n .

I  o w n e d  a  p u n k  b a r  c a l l e d  C h a o s  C i t y  in  
T h a i l a n d  f r o m  2 0 0 0  t o  2 0 0 5  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h a t  c o m m u n i t y  f o r  tw e n t y  
y e a r s .  S o ,  f o r  o u r  f i r s t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t o u r ,  w e  
d e c i d e d  t o  h e a d  t o  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a ,  t w i c e  i n  
tw o  y e a r s .  T h e  s e c o n d  t i m e  w e  d i d  t h e  s ix -



c o u n t r y  t o u r  t h r o u g h  C h in a ,  J a p a n ,  M a l a y s i a ,  
T h a i l a n d ,  I n d o n e s i a ,  a n d  S in g a p o r e ,  a n d  
b r o u g h t  M D C .  F o r  o n e  t h i n g ,  t r a v e l i n g  w i t h  
M D C  o n  c o u n t l e s s  b u s e s ,  b o a t s ,  a i r p l a n e s ,  
s u b w a y s ,  m o t o r c y c l e s ,  s u b w a y s ,  a n d  t a x i s  
w a s  s o m e t i m e s  c h a l l e n g i n g ,  a s  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  
g u y s  a r e  o v e r  s i x t y  a n d  th e y  d o  t r a v e l  w i t h  a  
l o t  o f  m e r c h — b o o k s ,  C D s ,  a n d  s h i r t s .  A l s o ,  
w e  h a d  t o  p a c k  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g ,  f r o m  f r e e z i n g  
t e m p e r a t u r e s  t o  1 0 5 °  F  a n d  d r ip p i n g .  S o m e  
s h o w s  l e f t  u s  c o m p l e t e l y  s o a k e d .

I n  I n d o n e s i a ,  w e  t r a v e l e d  t o  L i b e r t a d  
f e s t i v a l ,  w h e r e  p u n k s  r e n t  a  d e s e r t e d  t r o p i c a l  
i s l a n d  w i th  b lu e  w a t e r  a n d  w h i t e  s a n d  f o r  a  
w e e k  o f  r a u c o u s  r e v e l r y .  T h r e e  h u n d r e d  p u n k s  
f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r ld  j o i n e d  u s  in  c e l e b r a t i n g  
o u r  i n t e r n a t io n a l  p u n k  r o c k  c o m m u n i t y  
w i th  f r e e  v e g a n  f o o d ,  a  t e n t  f o r  a  v e n u e ,  a n d  
a n i m a t e d  d i s c u s s io n  o n  a  m y r i a d  o f  id e a s  a n d

c a u s e s .  G e t t i n g  o u t  th e r e  w a s  p r e t t y  f u n n y  
a s  w e l l ,  a s  t h e  r i c k e t y  m o t o r i z e d  c a n o e  th a t  
d e l iv e r e d  u s  d i d n ’t  in s p i r e  c o n f id e n c e .

T h e  R e s t a r t s  w e r e  h i l a r i o u s  t o  t o u r  
w i th .  O u r  s t o m a c h s  h u r t  w i t h  l a u g h te r .  B u t  
th e y  c a n  b e  q u i t e  s e r io u s  a n d  g e t - t h i n g s -  
d o n e  k i n d  o f  g u y s ,  to o .  R o b i n  L i c k e r  w o r k s  
in  M a l i  s u p p o r t i n g  s o c i a l  c a u s e s  a n d  t h e  
b a n d  i t s e l f  i s  e x t r e m e l y  v o c a l  a b o u t  g e n d e r  
e q u a l i t y  i s s u e s .  T h e i r  s o n g  a b o u t  D a v i d  
K a to ,  a  U g a n d a n  a c t i v i s t  k i l l e d  f o r  s p e a k i n g  
o u t  a g a i n s t  b r u t a l i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n s p i r e d  t h e  
r e s t  o f  u s .

W h i l e  t o u r i n g ,  w e ’v e  b e e n  s h o o t i n g  a  
d o c u m e n t a r y  a b o u t  p o l i t i c a l  m u s i c  a n d  i t s  
r e l e v a n c e  t o d a y .  W e  t o o k  a s i d e  t h e  m o s t  
p o l i t i c a l l y  c h a r g e d  b a n d s  t o  i n t e r v i e w  a b o u t  
t h e i r  i d e o l o g y ,  t h e  d a n g e r s  t h e y  f a c e  a s  
a c t i v i s t s ,  a n d  t h e  v a l u e  t h e y  s e e  i n  c r e a t i n g  
p o l i t i c a l  m u s i c  t o d a y .  O n  o n e  s u c h  m i s s i o n ,  
w e  v i s i t e d  T a r i n g  B a b i ,  a  c o l l e c t i v e  in  
J a k a r t a  h e a d e d  u p  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  M a i j i n a l ,  
a  f a m o u s  I n d o n e s i a n  p o l i t i c a l  b a n d .  I t  
h a s  a  c o m m u n a l  s p a c e  w i t h  a  t a t t o o  s h o p ,  
w o o d  p r i n t  s t u d i o ,  r e c o r d i n g  s t u d i o ,  a n d  
l i v i n g  a r e a .  T h e y  d o  a  l o t  o f  s e r v i c e  w o r k  
w i t h  u n d e r s e r v e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  t e a c h  
h o m e l e s s  k i d s  t o  p l a y  t h e  u k u l e l e ,  a m o n g  
o t h e r  g o o d  w o r k s .
D a v i d :  W a i t ,  y o u  o p e r a t e d  a  b a r  in  T h a i l a n d ,  
w h i c h  f o r  d e c a d e s  h a s  f o s t e r e d  a  s m a l l  b u t  
i n t e n s e  p u n k  s c e n e .  F i r s t ,  h o w  d i d  y o u  e v e r

e n d  u p  th e r e ,  a n d  w h a t  d i d  y o u  l e a r n  f r o m  
l o c a l  p u n k s  a n d  th e  c o m m u n i t y  a s  w e l l ?  
S o p h i e :  I  w e n t  t o  C h i a n g  M a i ,  T h a i l a n d ,  
a s  a  b a c k p a c k i n g  b o d y  p i e r c e r  a n d  e n d e d  
u p  o p e n i n g  a  p u n k  b a r / t a t t o o  s h o p  i n  2 0 0 0  
c a l l e d  C h a o s  C i ty .  I t  w a s  t h e  o n l y  p u n k  b a r  
in  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a  a t  t h e  t i m e .  W e  h a d  p u n k s  
c o m i n g  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d ,  a  t a t t o o  s h o p  
u p s t a i r s ,  a  f i r e m a n ’s  p o l e  t o  g e t  d o w n  t o  t h e  
b o t t o m  f lo o r ,  a n d  t h e  w a l l s  w e r e  c o v e r e d  in  
v i s i t o r s ’ h a n d - s c r a w l e d  g r a f f i t i .  I  b o o k e d  a n d  
p r o m o t e d  s h o w s ,  o p e n e d  a  d i s t r o ,  a n d  s t a r t e d  
a  h a l f  T h a i  /  h a l f  A m e r i c a n  b a n d  c a l l e d

A t o m i c  I n f lu x .  I  b o o k e d  m o n t h l y  e c l e c t i c  
p u n k  s h o w s  a t  a  m a l e  g o - g o  b a r  w i t h  m y  / 
m e t a l h e a d  f r i e n d  “ X , ”  w h o  d o e s  m o s t  o f  t h e  
E l e c t e d  O f f i c i a l s  a r t  t h e s e  d a y s .

I  r e m e m b e r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I  w e n t  t o  v i s i t  
a  h u g e  B u d d h i s t  t e m p l e  w i t h  m y  T h a i  p u n k  • 
f r i e n d s  w h o  w e r e  a l l  i n  g e a r  a n d  b u l l e t  ( 
b e l t s  w i t h  o r a n g e  a n d  p i n k  m o h a w k s .  P u n k  • 
r o c k  a n d  B u d d h i s m ?  S u r e ,  w h y  n o t .  T h a i  
p u n k s  i n  m a n y  r e g i o n s  w i t h  s t r o n g  r e l i g i o u s  ' 
c o n v i c t i o n  f i n d  i n t e r e s t i n g  w a y s  t o  l i v e  
b e t w e e n  r e v e r e n c e  a n d  i r r e v e r e n c e .  I  h a v e  ‘ 
b e e n  l i v i n g  o r  v i s i t i n g  T h a i l a n d  f o r  e i g h t e e n  
y e a r s ,  a n d  I  h a v e  l e a r n e d  g r e a t e r  h u m i l i t y ,  ’ 
r e s p e c t  a n d  c a r e  f o r  e l d e r s ,  t h e  v a l u e  o f  
m e d i t a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t r a d i t i o n  
i n  a  v a l u e  s y s t e m  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e s  c o l o r f u l  
t r a d i t i o n  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  b e t t e r m e n t  o f  
s o c i e ty .  T h i s  w a s  s u c h  a  b r e a t h  o f  f r e s h  a i r

f o r  m e  c o m i n g  f r o m  a n  i r r e v e r e n t ,  w a s t e f u l ,  
l o u d ,  p u s h y  c u l t u r e  a n d  b e i n g  a  b i t  t h a t  w a y  
m y s e l f .  T h e r e  i s  m u c h  t o  b e  l e a r n e d  t h e r e . ..  
p l e a s u r e  i n  t h e  s i m p l e  t h i n g s .
D a v i d :  A t  t h e  m o m e n t ,  m o v e m e n t s  e v o l v i n g  
a r o u n d  # M e T o o ,  s a f e  s p a c e s ,  b o r d e r  i s s u e s ,  
a n d  i m m i g r a t i o n  a r e  g r i p p i n g  A m e r i c a ,  b u t  
d o  th e s e  h a v e  c u r r e n c i e s  i n  t h e  p l a c e s  y o u  
t o u r  o u t s i d e  t h e  S t a t e s  a s  w e l l ?
S o p h i e :  T h e  p u n k s  w e  c o n n e c t  w i t h  in  o t h e r  
c o u n t r i e s  a r e  w o r k i n g  w i t h i n  t h e i r  o w n  
s o c i a l  m o v e m e n t s  i n  a  p r e t t y  g r a s s r o o t s  
w a y — m a n y  o f  t h e m  h a v e  l i m i t e d  a c c e s s  to  
tH e i n t e r n e t  a n d  o f t e n  w o r k  in  c o m m u n i t y -  

b a s e d  g r o u p s .  P u n k s ,  w e ’v e  f o u n d ,  
a r e n ’t  v e r y  m u c h  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  la r g e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m o v e m e n t s  a n d  a r e n ’t  
f o c u s i n g  o n  s o c i a l  m e d i a  f o r  m o s t  o f  
t h e i r  a c t i o n s ,  a s  f a r  a s  w e  k n o w .  M a n y  
w o r k  w i t h  l o c a l  f a r m e r s ,  o f f e r i n g  f r e e  
l i b r a r i e s  a n d  c l o t h e s  i n  I n d o n e s i a ,  
f e e d i n g  h u n g r y  f a m i l i e s  a n d  h o m e l e s s  
e l d e r s  in  M y a n m a r ,  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  
r e s o u r c e s  t o  a b u s e d  s e x  w o r k e r s  in



M ex ico . In  M e x ico , im m ig ra tio n  is ce rta in ly  
a  b ig  issu e  r ig h t n o w ; h o w ev er, th e  d ia lo g  in  
th e  p u n k  scen e  is m o stly  b a se d  o n  o u r  te rrib le  
p re s id en ts  an d  th e  c h a llen g es  fo r fam ilies  
th a t a re  d iv id ed  a lo n g  th e  border. S o m e are  
se a rc h in g  fo r  m iss in g  lo v ed  o n es d e ta in ed  by  
U .S . au th o rities .
D a v id :  S o m e a c tiv is ts  b e liev e  p u n k , o r  an y  
fo rm  o f  p o p u la r  m u sic , m ay  cau se  a  “ g ray in g  
o u t”  o f  lo ca l cu ltu re , d u e  to  the  im p o rte d  n o n ­
d o m estic  m u sic  p u sh in g  a s id e  local cu s to m s. 
D o  y o u  th in k  th a t is tru e , o r  d id  y o u  see 
b an d s  m e ld in g  b o th  w o rld s— fo r in stan ce , 
co m b in in g  E a s t an d  W est?
S o p h ie : T h e re  is  tru th  to  th e  id ea  th a t p u n k  
is a n o th e r  fo rm  o f  cu ltu ra l g lo b a liza tio n ; 
h o w ev er, it  so m e tim es co m es w ith  som e 
v o ice  o f  reaso n . P u n k  is m o re  o f  an  ad o p tio n  
o f  a fo re ig n  cu ltu ra l p h e n o m e n o n , fo r  su re , 
y e t so m e  b an d s  an d  re g io n s  m a k e  it m o re  o f  
th e ir  o w n  th an  o th ers . T h e re  are  b a n d s  th a t 
u se  tra d itio n a l in s tru m en ts  in  th e ir  m u sic  
in  each  o f  th ese  co u n tr ie s , b u t  few . E ach  
lo ca l c u ltu re  in flu e n ces th e  sc en e  in  u n iq u e  
an d  d iffe ren t w ay s . Ja p a n  c an  b e  fa st an d  
fu rio u s— sh o w y  a t tim es— an d  y e t b o m  fro m  
a  cu ltu re  o f  d isc ip lin e . M e x ic o  an d  In d o n esia  
a re  sp rin k led  w ith  re v o lu tio n a ry  a c tiv is t 
h o tb ed s , an d  b o th  n a tio n s  h a v e  a  h is to ry  o f  
su c cess fu l u p ris in g s. M a la y s ia  a n d  S in g ap o re  
ca n  b e  r ig id  an d  angry , a lso  re flec tin g  b a c k  
e lem en ts  o f  th e ir  c u ltu ra l restr ic tio n s .
D a v id :  Y o u r th e m e s  h a v e  a  v a s t ra n g e —  
fro m  to x ic  h o m e  p ro d u c ts  to  re o rg a n iz in g  
c o m m u n itie s  o n  a  g ra ss ro o ts  le v e l to  co p in g  

I w ith  e c o -c a ta s tro p h e  a n d  th ird  w o r ld  te s t 
'  su b je c ts— y e t, lik e  M D C , y o u r  liv e  sh o w  

is n o t  so m e  C ra s s /D isc h a rg e  g r im  affa ir. 
B e tw e e n  y o u r  fa c ia l c o n to r tio n s , s lig h tly  
m u ta n t v o ic e , a n d  th e a tr ic a l p re se n c e , a 
k in d  o f  d a rk  h u m o r  is em b e d d e d . Is th a t a  
c ru c ia l p a r t?
S o p h ie : O h , h e ll yeah . W e fee l sa tire  is  a 
g re a t to o l fo r  d ig e s tin g  th e  d ifficu lt th em es 
w e  d iscu ss. H a rsh  re a litie s  n e e d  a  little  
h u m o r to  m ak e  th e m  e a s ie r  to  tak e . W e love  
M o n ty  P y th o n , a n d  Ja y  (g u ita r)  an d  I g re w  up  
s tu d y in g  theater. Ja y  w a s  ev e n  in  a  w eap o n s  
s tu n t f ig h tin g  g ro u p . W e lo v e  to  ta lk  ab o u t 
se rio u s  sh it, b u t  in s is t o n  h av in g  a  g o o d  
tim e  d o in g  it. In -b e tw e en  th e  a n g ry  ran ts , 
w e  lik e  to  in c lu d e  a  little  h u m o r a n d  a  little  
em p o w e rm e n t w h e re  w e  can .
D a v id : D o  y o u  th in k  h u m o r is, m a n y  tim es, 
an  e ffe c tiv e  w a y  to  b e  p o litic a l?  M e an in g , 
it so rt o f  d isa rm s p e o p le  an d  g e ts  th e m  a  b it  
m o re  u n g u ard ed , so  th ey  c an  lau g h  a t an d  
u n d e rs ta n d  th e ir  p re ju d ic e s?
S o p h ie : H u m o r h e lp s  u s la u g h  th e  tea rs  aw ay. 
T h e  b e s t p a r t is th a t w e  w h en  a re  d isa rm e d  b y  
h um or, w e ’re  ta k e n  o u t o f  a  ju d g m e n ta l p lace  
in to  an  o b je c tiv e  space . I t ’s th e rap eu tic  fo r  u s 
to  la u g h  a b o u t o u r  p ro b lem s. B e sid es , w h en  
it  co m es to  p o litic s , y o u  k in d a  h a v e  to  laugh , 
ev en  i f  it  is  b e tw e e n  .sc rea m s o f  rage .
D a v id :  W h a t E le c te d  O ffic ia ls  so n g s b es t 
ex p ress  y o u r  sen se  o f  h u m o r?
S o p h ie : F o r  “A m e ric a n  G irl,”  a  so n g  w e  
h a v e n ’t  p la y e d  in  so m e  tim e , I u se d  to  w e a r 
a  w ig  an d  g ia n t g lam o ro u s  su n g lasses. I t ’s 
p ro b ab ly  o u r  fu n n ies t song , a ll f ro m  th e  p o in t



o f  v i e w  o f  a  w o m a n  w h o  o n ly  c a r e s  a b o u t  
h o w  g r e a t  h e r  n a i l s  a r e ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  u l t r a ­
m a t e r i a l i s t  p r i o r i t i e s .

“ A p p e t i t e  f o r  C o r r u p t i o n ”  a l s o  is  
d a r k l y  f u n n y ,  f r o m  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  a  
p o l i t i c i a n  w i t h  a n  u n q u e n c h a b l e  h u n g e r  f o r  
p o l i t i c a l  m o n e y  a n d  p o w e r .  “ F e e d l o t ”  r e l a t e s  
A m e r i c a n  c o n s u m e r  c u l t u r e  t o  a  c a t t l e  f e e d l o t  
b e i n g  “ f a t t e n e d  f o r  t h e  k i l l . ”

S o m e t i m e s  i t ’s  t h e  t h i n g s  w e  s a y  in -  
b e t w e e n  t h e  s o n g s  t h a t  m a k e  t h e  s h o w  
f u n n i e r  o r  a n g r i e r .  T h e r e  w a s  o n e  s o n g  w e  
d o n ’t  d o  a n y  m o r e  c a l l e d  “ D i s c o n n e c t . ”  M y  
f a v o r i t e  p a r t  w a s  t h e  in t r o  b e c a u s e  I  g o t  to  
t a l k  a b o u t  B r i d a l p l a s t y ,  a  h o r r i f i c  r e a l i t y  
s h o w  a b o u t  b r i d e s - t o - b e  c o m p e t i n g  to  g e t  a l l  
t h e  p l a s t i c  s u r g e r y  t h e y  c o u l d  n e e d  t o  b e c o m e  
th e  “ p e r f e c t  b r i d e . ”  T h i s ,  to  m e ,  w a s  a  p e r f e c t  
e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  t o p i c  o f  t h e  s o n g ,  w h i c h  i s  a l l  
a b o u t  h o w  m e s s e d  u p  o u r  c u l t u r a l  p r i o r i t i e s  
a r e .  T h e  n e x t  e p i s o d e  s h e  g e t s  w h e e l e d  in  
a l l  b a n d a g e d  a n d  b r u i s e d ,  a n d  e v e r y o n e  
lo v e s  h e r .  I t ’s  f u n n y ,  b u t  o n ly  b e c a u s e  i t ’s  s o  
m e s s e d  u p .

W e  l o v e  g o o d  s h o w m a n s h i p ,  t h o u g h .  
W e  ’ v e  s e e n  b a n d s  s i n g  in t o  d i l d o  m i c r o p h o n e s  
a n d  o ld  g a s o l i n e  p u m p s ,  t h r o w  n o o d l e s ,  c a k e ,  
a n d  b l o o d y  m a x i  p a d s  ( k e t c h u p )  a t  u s  i n t o  t h e  
p i t .  G w a r ,  I  s a y  n o  m o r e .  N e v e r  g o t  t o  s e e  
G G  A l l i n . . . .

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  p l e n t y  o f  v o m i t ,  b l o o d ,  
a n d  n u d i t y  a l o n g  t h e  w a y — h o w e v e r ,  t o  o u r  
c o l l e c t i v e  d e l ig h t .  O u r  d r u m m e r ,  S h a n e  p l a y s  
n e a r l y  n a k e d — j u s t  u n d e r w e a r  a n d  a  t i e —  
w h ic h  h e  o f t e n  t h r o w s  in t o  t h e  c r o w d  a t  t h e  
e n d  o f  t h e  s h o w  w h e n  i t ’s  a l l  w e t  w i t h  s w e a t .  
W e  p l a n  to  s o m e  d a y  in c o r p o r a t e  l i v e  v id e o  
p r o j e c t i o n  in t o  t h e  a c t .
D a v i d :  B u t  h o w  d id  y o u  k n o w  h u m o r  w a s  th e  
b e s t  f o r m  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e  id e a s  in  y o u r  tu n e s ?  
S o p h i e :  I  t u r n e d  to  h u m o r  a s  a  w a y  to  d e l iv e r  
t o u g h  in f o r m a t i o n  t h r o u g h  f i l m m a k e r  M ic h a e l  
M o o r e ’s  w o r k  B o w l in g  f o r  C o lu m b in e .  
H e  w e n t  b o w l i n g  w i th  s u r v iv o r s  o f  t h e  
C o lu m b in e  s h o o t in g  a n d  m a n a g e d  to  m a k e  a  
d a r k ly  f u n n y  f i lm  a b o u t  g u n  c o n t r o l .  H i s  o th e r  
f i lm s ,  R o g e r  a n d  M e  o r  S ic k o ,  h e l p  p e o p l e  
u n d e r s ta n d  to u g h  i s s u e s  th r o u g h  h u m o r  a l s o .  
O n  a  b io l o g ic a l  l e v e l ,  l a u g h in g  s e n d s  u p l i f t i n g  
e n d o r p h in s ,  d o p a m in e ,  a n d  s e r o to n i n  t o  th e  
b r a in  to  c o u n t e r a c t  t h e  a d r e n a l in e  o f  a n g e r  
in c i t e d  b y  to u g h  s u b je c t  m a t te r .

I t ’s  a  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  s u r v iv a l ,  a  c a t h a r t i c  
r e l e a s e  n o t  u n l i k e  g e t t i n g  in  a  m o s h  p i t  f o r  
a  f e w  r o u n d s .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  M o o r e  c o u l d  
s h a r e  t o u g h  s to r i e s  o f  s u f f e r in g  a n d  p e r s o n a l  
c h a l l e n g e  w h i l e  h a v i n g  a  b i t  o f  f tm  w i t h  
p e o p l e  w a s  i n s p i r i n g .  T h a t  a l s o  r e m i n d s  m e  o f  
A b b ie  H o f f m a n ,  a  r a d i c a l  w a r  p r o t e s t o r  f r o m  
th e  1 9 6 0 s  w h o  u s e d  h u m o r  a n d  c r e a t i v i t y  
to  p r o t e s t  f o r  p e a c e .  A s  a  f i l m m a k e r  a n d  
a  t h e a t e r  a f i c io n a d o ,  I  s e e  a  c e r t a i n  k i n d  o f  
v a l u e  in  u s i n g  c o n t r a s t i n g  e m o t i o n s  t o  e v o k e  
m o v i n g  e p i p h a n i e s .  L i k e  I  s a i d  b e f o r e ,  t h e s e  
i n - b e tw e e n  s p a c e s  a r e  w h e r e  w e  th r i v e —  
b e t w e e n  d a n g e r o u s  a n d  c o o l ,  a n g r y  a n d  
fu n n y , p a s s i o n a t e  o r  a p a t h e t i c ,  d e j e c t e d  o r  
i n s p i r e d ,  f r e e  o r  b o u n d  b y  o u r  o w n  c h a i n s —  
a l l  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .
D a v i d :  T h e  b a n d  is  a l s o  i n v o l v e d  in  o n g o i n g  
m e d i a  c a m p a i g n s ,  t o o ,  f r o m  f i l m  t o  w e b

p l a t f o r m s — l i k e  t a c k l i n g  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  
i s s u e s ,  o n  F i r s t  N a t i o n  t u r f — a n d  h a s  e v e n  
t a p p e d  in t o  t h e  P B S  n e t w o r k  t o  r e a c h  
m i l l i o n s .  S o m e  p u n k s  m a y  c r i t i c i z e  y o u r  u s e  
o f  a  d o m i n a n t  m e d i a  a p p a r a t u s  i n  s u c h  a  w a y ,  
b u t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  p u n k s  s h o u l d  l o o k  t o  p u b l i c  
t e l e v i s i o n  a s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e d i u m  to  c r e a t e  
m e a n i n g f u l  c h a n g e  a n d  d i a lo g ,  r a t h e r  th a n  
s i m p l y  u s i n g  r a t h e r  l i m i t e d  D I Y  n e t w o r k s ?  
S o p h i e :  W e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  w h e n  w e  w e r e  
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  s o c i a l  i s s u e s  in  o u r  s o n g s ,  w e  
w e r e  p r e a c h i n g  t o  t h e  c h o i r ,  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  
b i g  t h e  s h o w  w a s .  W e  k n e w  t h a t  m o s t  p u n k s  
a l r e a d y  f e l t  t h e  s a m e  w a y  t h a t  w e  d i d  a b o u t  
t h e  i s s u e s  w e  w e r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  s u c h  a s  
m a r g i n a l i z e d  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
i s s u e s ,  c o r p o r a t e  p o l i t i c s ,  e t  c e te r a .

T h e  n e x t  s t e p  w a s  t o  t a k e  t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  
o f  p r o t e s t  t o  t h e  m a s s e s ,  t o  m a k e  a  b i g g e r  
i m p a c t .  W e  w a n t e d  t o  g i v e  a  b i g  m i c r o p h o n e  
t o  t h o s e  m a r g i n a l i z e d  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  t o  g iv e  
t h e m  a  v o i c e  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  d i r e c t l y ,  
a n d  t e l e v i s i o n  g a v e  u s  t h a t  o p p o r tu n i ty .  
W e ’r e  w o r k i n g  o n  a  n u m b e r  o f  f i l m s  r i g h t  
n o w , a n d  w e  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  b r o a d c a s t s  w if i  
r e a c h  a s  m a n y  p e o p l e  a s  w e  c a n .  T h e  m o s t  
r e c e n t  o n e  a b o u t  u r a n i u m  m i n i n g  in  t h e  
f o u r  c o m e r s ,  Y e llo w  F e v e r — U n c o v e r i n g  th e  
N a v a j o  U r a n iu m  L e g a c y ,  w e n t  o u t  t o  s ix ty  
m i l l i o n  h o m e s  o n  1 3 7  P B S  s t a t i o n s ,  f o u r  
t i m e s  i n  t w o  y e a r s .  W e  o n l y  h o p e  t h a t  b y  
c r e a t i n g  d o c u m e n t a r y  f i l m s  f o r  t e l e v i s i o n ,  w e

i n s p i r e  o t h e r s  o u t s i d e  t h e  p u n k  s c e n e  t o  g e t  
i n v o l v e d  i n  s o c i a l  c a u s e s  in  s o m e  w a y . 
D a v i d :  A l s o ,  b a n d  m e m b e r  p r o j e c t s  h a v e  
t a c k l e d  i s s u e s  in  A f r i c a  a n d  P o r tu g a l ,  a t  l e a s t  
p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  a  s e n s e  o f  p u n k  r o c k  r e f u s a l ,  
r e g a r d i n g  r a m p a n t  r a c i s m ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
a b u s e ,  c o r r u p t io n ,  a n d  c o n s u m e r i s m .  H o w  c a n  
p u n k  b a n d s  t i p  t h e  s c a l e s ,  r e v e r s e  t h e  f lo w , o r  
c o m b a t  T r u m p ia n  t i m e s  b y  b e i n g  p r o a c t iv e ?  
S o p h i e :  W e  f e e l  t h a t  u n d e r  o p p r e s s i v e  
r e g i m e s  l i k e  t h o s e  o f  T r u m p  o r  E n r i q u e  P e n a  
N i e t o  ( M e x i c o ) ,  p e o p l e  n e e d  to  f e e l  l i k e  t h e r e  
i s  h o p e  a n d  s o l id a r i ty .  T h e y  n e e d  t o  b o t h  f i g h t  
f o r  c h a n g e  a n d  n o u r i s h  t h e i r  o w n  c o m m u n i t i e s .  
W e ’v e  h a d  m o r e  p e o p l e  p r o t e s t i n g  th a n  e v e r  
b e f o r e  in  t h e  U .S .  P e r h a p s  i s s u e s  t h a t  h a v e  
l o n g  p l a g u e d  t h i s  n a t i o n  w i l l  h a v e  a t t e n t i o n  
g i v e n  t o  t h e m  n o w  t h a t  t h i n g s  a r e  a t  t h i s  
e x t r e m e ,  s u c h  a s  e l e c t i o n  f i n a n c e  r e f o r m  a n d  
r a m p a n t  l o b b y i n g .  P u n k s  in  I n d o n e s i a  h e l p e d  
t o  i n s p i r e  a  r e v o l u t i o n  in  1 9 9 8  w h e n  S u h a r to  
w a s  d e p o s e d  b y  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  b e  v o c a l  a n d  
s t a n d i n g  u p .  P e r s i s t e n c e ,  p e o p l e !

A l s o ,  t h e r e  a r e  h o p e f u l  m e s s a g e s  to  
b e  s h a r e d  a b o u t  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h o  
h a v e  e m p o w e r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  in  d i f f i c u l t  
t i m e s ,  s u c h  a s  M e x i c a n  w o m e n  a c t iv i s t s  
e m p o w e r i n g  a b u s e d  s e x  w o r k e r s ,  B u r m e s e  
p u n k s  w h o  s e r v e  h o m e l e s s  e l d e r s ,  a n d  th e  
n u m e r o u s  F o o d  N o t  B o m b s  g r o u p s  a r o u n d  
t h e  g lo b e .  W h e n  F u k u s h i m a ’s  n u c l e a r  d i s a s t e r  
l o o m e d ,  p u n k s  i n  J a p a n  r e j e c t e d  w a r n i n g s  b y  
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  d e c i d e d  t o  s a v e  t h e  l i v e s  
o f  c i t i z e n s  i n  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r  w h e n  a u t h o r i t i e s  
a b a n d o n e d  th e m .

T h e  Z a p a t i s t a s  in  M e x i c o  h a v e  l a i d  d o w n  
t h e i r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a r m s  a n d  b u i l t  s c h o o l s  
a n d  h o s p i t a l s ,  c r e a t i n g  t h e i r  o w n  e x a m p l e  o f  
h o w  a n  e m p o w e r e d  c o m m u n i t y  c a n  th r i v e .  
T h e y  n o w  h a v e  t h e i r  o w n  f e m a l e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  
c a n d i d a t e ,  M a r i a  d e  J e s u s  P a t r i c i o  ( a n  
i n d i g e n o u s  N a h u a  a c t i v i s t  c h o s e n  t o  r e p r e s e n t  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n d i g e n o u s  C o n g r e s s  in  t h e  2 0 1 8  
n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n )  p r e p a r i n g  t o  r u n  a g a i n s t  t h e  
h a t e d  P e n a  N i e t o .  A n d  o u r  f i l m s  e x a m i n e  t h e  
v a r i o u s  w a y s  r e g u l a r  p e o p l e  c a n  p r o t e s t  a n d  
c r e a t e  p o s i t i v e  c h a n g e .  I n  C a m e r o o n ,  W e s t  
A f r i c a ,  w e  h e l p e d  b u i l d  a  c o m m u n i t y  r a d i o  
s t a t i o n  w i t h  a  l o c a l  a c t i v i s t  a n d  m a d e  a  f i l m  
a b o u t  t h e  . f i g h t  f o r  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  p r o j e c t  is  
c a l l e d  R a d i o  T a b o o ,  a n d  i t  i s  o n  t h e  a i r  n o w . 
I n  P o r t u g a l ,  w e  a r e  c r e a t i n g  a  d o c u m e n t a r y  
t h a t  e x p l o r e s  w a y s  r e g u l a r  p e o p l e  a r e  
p r o t e s t i n g  a g a i n s t  e x p l o i t a t i v e  o i l  e x t r a c t i o n  
a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e i r  p r i s t i n e  b e a c h e s .

A l l  t h i s  w o r k  t o w a r d s  p o s i t i v e l y  
e m p o w e r i n g  u s ,  a n d  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  
w h i l e  s e t t i n g  a n  e x a m p l e  to  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  
t o  r e g u l a r  p e o p l e  w h a t  c o m p a s s i o n  a n d  
h u m a n i t y  c a n  l o o k  l i k e .
O b ,  a n d  w e  a l s o  n e e d  t o  v o t e  o r  g e t  i n v o l v e d  
in  p o l i t i c s .  G o ,  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  s y s t e m .  I  k n o w  
t h i s  i s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l — a n d  s o m e  p u n k s  w i l l  
n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  v o t i n g  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  a  
s y s t e m  t h a t  i s  f u c k e d  u p  i n  s o  m a n y  w a y s —  
b u t  w e  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m a k e  o u r  
v o i c e s  h e a r d ,  h o w e v e r  w e  c a n .  A s  a  b a n d ,  
w e  m a k e  f u n  o f  p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  t h e  b r o k e n  
s y s t e m ;  h o w e v e r ,  w e  a l s o  s p e a k  t o  h o p e ,  
p r o g r e s s ,  a n d  s o c i a l  c h a n g e .  N o t  v o t i n g  o n ly  
d i s e m p o w e r s  t h e  m o v e m e n t  a n d  e m p o w e r s
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t h e  m a d m e n .  L o o k  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  w h e n  
B e m i e  s u p p o r t e r s  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  v o t e  f o r  
H i l l a r y .
D a v i d :  Y o u r  e m p h a s i s  o n  p e r s i s t e n c e  a n d  
r e s i l i e n c e  i s  a l l - i m p o r t a n t .  E v e n  a s  a  t e a c h e r ,  
I h a v e  s t r u g g l e d  f o r  y e a r s .  W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  
is  t h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  t r i g g e r ,  n u r t u r e ,  o r  r e v e a l  
a n o t h e r  p e r s o n ’s  p e r s i s t e n c e ?
S o p h i e :  I  t h i n k  s o m e  p e o p l e  n e e d  to  b e  in s p i r e d  
o r  o u t r a g e d  to  t a k e  a c t i o n ,  t h o u g h  s o m e t im e s  
th e y  c o m e  in  t h e  s a m e  p a c k a g e .  D o  w e  n e e d  
r a g e  a n d / o r  f e a r  to  in s p i r e  u s  to  h a v e  a  l o n g  
te r m  to  f ig h t  f o r  s o m e t h in g ?  C o u l d  w e  m e r e ly  
b e  e x c i t e d ?  I  d o n ’t  t h i n k  s o .

I  t h i n k  s p e a k i n g  t o  p e o p l e  w i t h  t h e i r  
p r i o r i t i e s  a n d  p e r s p e c t i v e  i n  m i n d  w h i l e  
e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e m  t o  d o  m o r e  f o r  w h a t  t h e y  
b e l i e v e  i n  h a s  b e e n  o u r  M .O .  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  
I n  e a c h  t o w n  o r  c o u n t r y ,  w e  t r y  t o  l e a r n  
a b o u t  t h e  i s s u e s  t h e r e  a n d  i n c l u d e  l o c a l  
c o n c e r n s  i n - b e t w e e n  s o n g s  o r  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  
s o n g  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  a  l o c a l  i s s u e ,  s o  w e  a r e  
g iv i n g  f u e l  t o  t h e i r  f i r e ,  h o p i n g  t o  r e l a t e  a n d  
g iv e  c a t h a r s i s .

T o  f o s t e r  p e r s i s t e n c e ,  I  w o u l d  s a y  
m o d e l i n g  is  d e f i n i t e l y  i m p o r t a n t .  P e o p le  
n e e d  a  v i s i o n  t o  b e l i e v e  in .  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  
K in g ,  A b b i e  H o f f m a n ,  M a h a t m a  G a n d h i ,  
a n d  N e l s o n  M a n d e l a  a l l  i n s p i r e  u s  a l l  t o  b e  
s t r o n g e r  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  h u m a n i t y  a n d  
s h o w  w h a t  i s  p o s s i b l e  w i th  d e d i c a t i o n .

R e g u l a r  A m e r i c a n  m o m  E r i n  
B r o c k o v i c h  w a s  d r i v e n  to  d i r e c t  a c t i o n  b y  
a n g e r  a n d  n e c e s s i t y ,  w h i l e  a  s u b u r b a n  t e e n  
c o u l d  b e  a c t i n g  f r o m  a  p l a c e  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n  
a n d  d i s e m p o w e r m e n t .  E v e r y o n e  h a s  t h e i r  
b o i l i n g  p o i n t .

C h a r l e s  M a c k a y ,  a  S c o t t i s h  p o e t  a n d  
a u th o r ,  o n c e  w r o t e ,  “ M e n ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  w e l l  
s a id ,  t h i n k  in  h e r d s ;  i t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e y

g o  m a d  i n  h e r d s ,  w h i l e  t h e y  o n l y  r e c o v e r  
t h e i r  s e n s e s  s lo w ly ,  o n e  b y  o n e . ”
D a v i d :  W h a t  w a s  y o u r  b o i l i n g  p o i n t ?  W e re  
y o u  t r i g g e r e d  b y  a  s o n g ,  a  g ig ,  a n  e v e n t  a t  
s c h o o l ,  o r  a  t i m e  i n  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  h i s t o r y ?  
S o p h i e :  T h e r e  w a s  a  p o o r ,  n e a r l y  b l i n d  
w o m a n  I  m e t  i n  M e x i c o  w h e n  I  w a s  t e n  y e a r s  
o ld ;  w i t n e s s i n g  d e f o r e s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  
M c D o n a l d ’s  b u r g e r s  i n  B r a z i l  w h e n  I  w a s  
f o u r t e e n ;  a n d  m a r c h i n g  i n  s t u d e n t  p r o t e s t s  
f o r  l o w e r  s c h o o l  f e e s  i n  A r g e n t i n a  a t  s i x t e e n .  
I n  f a c t ,  t h a t ’s  w h e n  I  d e c i d e d  t o  b e c o m e  a  
f i l m m a k e r  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  r e l a t e  s o m e  o f  t h e  
i n s p i r a t i o n  I  h a d  e x p e r i e n c e d  th e r e .  I  w a s  
b l o w n  a w a y  w h e n  I  f o u n d  R a g e  A g a i n s t  
T h e  M a c h i n e .  I t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  a n g r y  p o l i t i c a l  
m u s i c  I  c o n n e c t e d  w i th .  H a v i n g  b e e n  h i t  
h a r d  b y  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  o u t s i d e  o f  
t h e  A m e r i c a n  m e d i a  b u b b l e ,  I  w a s  h a n d i n g  
o u t  f l y e r s  a g a i n s t  M c D o n a l d ’s  b e f o r e  I  f o u n d  
p u n k  r o c k .
D a v i d :  L i k e  D a v e  f r o m  M D C ,  y o u r  
b a n d  w i t n e s s e d  a n d  c o n v e y e d  w h a t  w a s  
h a p p e n i n g  i n  p l a c e s  l i k e  M y a n m a r  a n d  
I n d o n e s i a — p u n k  f r e e  l i b r a r i e s ,  r a p e  c e n t e r s ,  
f o o d  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  c a r e  f o r  t h e  e l d e r l y — b u t  
b o t h  b a n d s  a l s o  s a w  h a r a s s m e n t  a n d  p o l i c e  
s u r v e i l l a n c e .  D a v e  m e n t i o n e d  S h a r i a  l a w  
( i n  I n d o n e s i a )  a s  b e i n g  o n e  r e a s o n — d o  y o u  
a g r e e ,  o r  w e r e  t h e r e  m u l t i p l e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  
p u n k s  w e r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h ?
S o p h i e :  P u n k s  w h o  a r e  s p e a k i n g  o u t  jn  
c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  h a v e  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  r e g i m e s  
a r e  o f f e r i n g  a  h o p e f u l  v i s i o n  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  
t o  o th e r s .  N o t  s u r p r i s in g ly ,  t h e y  h a v e  to  
d e a l  w i t h  s o m e  b a c k l a s h .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  in  
M a l a y s i a ,  D I Y  v e n u e s  h a v e  b e e n  r a i d e d  
a n d  o r g a n i z e r s  h a u l e d  a w a y  to  j a i l  f o r  b e i n g  
a n a r c h i s t s ,  o th e r s  f o r  w e a r i n g  b l a c k  m e t a l  
T - s h i r t s .  I n  I n d o n e s i a ,  a  p o l i t i c a l  r u s e  l e d  t o

s ix ty - f i v e  p u n k s  b e i n g  b e a t e n ,  t h e i r  m o h a w k s  
s h a v e d ,  a n d  s e n t  o f f  t o  r e - e d u c a t i o n  c a m p s .  
T h i s  w a s  in  t h e  o n ly  p r o v i n c e  t h a t  o p e r a t e s  
u n d e r  S h a r i a  la w . I n  M y a n m a r ,  a  p i c t u r e  o f  
t h e  b a n d  R e b e l  R i o t ,  e a c h  b a n d  m e m b e r  in  
a n o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  g a r b ,  l e d  to  r e t r i b u t i o n  f r o m  
a u t h o r i t i e s .  I n  M e x i c o ,  y o u  c a n  b e  a r r e s t e d  
a n d  k i l l e d  b y  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  p r o t e s t i n g  
in  t h e  s t r e e t s .

C e n s o r s h i p  i s  c o m m o n p l a c e  i n  s o m e  
p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r ld .  I t  u s e d  to  b e  i l l e g a l  t o  
m o s h  i n  S in g a p o r e  a n d  p u n k s  t h e r e  c a n  b e  
a r r e s t e d  a n d  d e t a i n e d  f o r  p o s t e r s ,  s o n g s ,  o r  
e v e n  f l i p p in g  t h e  b i r d  o n  s t a g e .  W e  h a d  to  
s e n d  in  o u r  l y r i c s  a n d  v id e o s  t o  g e t  o u r  v i s a s  
t o  p l a y  in  C h i n a  a n d  S in g a p o r e ,  w h i c h  w a s  
w o r r i s o m e .  M D C  b e c a m e  M i l l i o n s  o f  D e a d  
“ C r o p s ”  o n  C h i n e s e  p o s t e r s  a n d  p r o m o t i o n s .  
W e  c o u l d n ’t  s e n d  in  a n y  o f  o u r  m o r e  s e r i o u s  
s o n g s ,  w h i c h  l e f t  o n l y  a  f e w  t o  s h a r e .

T h e s e  p u n k s  d o n ’t  l i v e  in  p l a c e s  w h e r e  
f r e e d o m  o f  s p e e c h  is  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  c a n  
b e  t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d .  T h a t  d o e s n ’t  s t o p  
t h e m .  W e  p l a y e d  a  g r e a t  f e s t  i n  J a k a r t a  
c a l l e d  P o n t i  F e s t  w h e r e  m a n y  m e r c h  t a b l e s  
w e r e  f u l l  o f  e m p o w e r i n g  z i n e s ,  f e m i n i s t  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  a n d  f a r m e r ’s  r i g h t s  p a m p h l e t s  in  
v a r i o u s  l a n g u a g e s .  A  p u n k - s u p p o r t e d  r a p e  
c r i s i s  c e n t e r  w a s  a  m a j o r  p a r t i c i p a n t .  F o r  
m a n y  in  t h e  “ d e v e l o p e d ”  w o r l d ,  p u n k  r o c k  
c a n  b e  a  s o c i a l  a n d  in t e l l e c t u a l  r e f u g e ,  a  
c o m m u n i t y  t o  c o n n e c t  w i th  o n  m a n y  l e v e l s .  
I n  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  w o r l d ,  p u n k s  a r e  f i g h t in g  
a  m o r e  v i s c e r a l  b a t t l e ,  p u s h i n g  f o r  b e t t e r  
c o n d i t i o n s  in  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  w o r k i n g  to  
f i g h t  p o v e r t y ,  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  a n d  c o r r u p t i o n  
e v e r y  d a y  j u s t  b y  b e i n g  th e r e .
D a v i d :  I n  t h e  e n d ,  w h e t h e r  y o u ’r e  s c a l i n g  
m o n u m e n t s  i n  M e x i c o  o r  s e e i n g  t h e  s t r e e t  
a f f a i r s  o f  M a l a y s i a ,  h o w  d o  n o n - p u n k  lo c a l s  
s e e  y o u — j u s t  s l i g h t l y  w e i r d  A m e r i c a n s  o r  
p a r t  o f  a  p u n k  c o u n t e r c u l t u r e ?
S o p h i e :  W e  m o s t l y  t h i n k  w e  l o o k  l i k e  w e i r d  
A m e r i c a n s  t o  m a n y  r e g u l a r  p a s s e r - b y s .  
L u c k i ly ,  w e  d o  h a v e  a  t r i l i n g u a l  b a n d ,  s o  w e  
c a n  c o m m u n i c a t e  w e l l  in  T h a i  a n d  S p a n i s h ­
s p e a k i n g  p l a c e s .  S o m e  p e o p l e  h a v e  n e v e r  
s e e n  p u n k s  b e f o r e  a n d  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  t a k e  
p h o t o s  to g e th e r .  U s u a l ly ,  w h e r e v e r  w e  g o ,  
w e ’r e  c e r t a i n l y  a  c u r i o s i t y ,  i f  n o t h i n g  e l s e .  W e  
s t a n d  i n  s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  p u n k  c o m m u n i t i e s  a l l  
o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  w h o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  c r e a t e  
c h a n g e ,  i n s p i r e  e a c h  o th e r ,  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t e .  
T o  t h e m ,  w e ’r e  a l l  in  t h e  s a m e  g l o b a l  f a m i ly .  
W e  d o n ’t  k n o w  i f  w e ’r e  c h a n g i n g  a n y t h i n g ,  
b u t  a t  l e a s t  w e ’r e  t r y i n g ,  a n d  t h a t ’s  s a t i s f y i n g  
o n  i t s  o w n .  W e ’v e  f o u n d  p u n k s  f r o m  I n d ia ,  
S o u t h e a s t  A s i a ,  M e x i c o ,  E u r o p e ,  R u s s i a ,  
C o l u m b i a ,  A u s t r a l i a ,  a n d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  
w i l l i n g  to  t a k e  u s  i n  a n d  p l a y  m u s i c ,  c e l e b r a t e  
t h e  s p i r i t  o f  p u n k  r o c k ,  a n d  f i g h t  to  m a k e  
a  d i f f e r e n c e .  W e  h a v e  y e t  t o  t o u r  a l l  t h o s e  
p l a c e s ,  b u t  j u s t  y o u  w a i t . . .
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o n e  p u n k ' s  m o v i e  g u i d e

b y  M i k e  P l a n t e

r e p o  m a n

i l l u s t r a t i o n  b y  m a r c o s  

s i r e f l a y o u t  b y  t o d d  t a y l o r



I  o w e  e v e r y t h i n g  t o  m o v i e s .  F i l m  f e s t i v a l  w o r k  p a y s  t h e  b i l l s  a n d  
m a k i n g  a  f i l m  i s  f u n .  B u t  PUNK ROCK MOVIES TAUGHT ME ABOUT THE 
WORLD AND LET ME KNOW I W A SN ’T INSANE. T o  b e  f a i r ,  c i n e m a  h a s  
a l w a y s  b e e n  p r o u d  o f  i t s  r e b e l l i o n ,  b u t  y o u  c o n n e c t  m o s t  t o  w h a t  
w a s  a r o u n d  y o u  a s  a  k id .  I  w i s h  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  g u i d e  b e l o w  w a s  
a r o u n d  th e n ,  b u t  i f  y o u  w a n t  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  d o e s n ’t  e x i s t ,  y o u  h a v e  
t o  c r e a t e  i t .  I  t r i e d  to  k e e p  t h i s  r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  t o  f i n d  t h e  f i l m s  ( i n  o u r  
s a d ,  s a d  a g e  o f  n o  v i d e o  s to r e s  b e s i d e s  t h e  o d d ,  l u c k y  h o l d o u t ) .  M a n y  
o f  t h e  f i l m s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s t r e a m i n g ,  r e n t ,  o r  s a l e  o n l i n e .  S o m e  a r e  
j u s t  u n d e r g r o u n d  e n o u g h  to  p o p  u p  f o r  f r e e  i n  p l a c e s .  A n d  d o n ’t  g e t  
r i d  o f  y o u r  D V D  a n d  B l u - R a y  p l a y e r s .

I  w a n t e d  t o  m a k e  a n  o v e r v i e w  t h a t ’s  a  f u n  m i x  f o r  a n y  g e n e r a t i o n a l  
f a n  o f  p u n k .  I f  y o u ’r e  o ld  a n d  c r e a k y  l i k e  m e ,  y o u  k n o w  m o s t  o f  
t h e  g o l d e n  o l d i e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  a l w a y s  o n e  o r  t w o  g r e a t  d i s c o v e r i e s  
t h a t  s l i p p e d  t h r o u g h ,  r e a d y  t o  f i n a l l y  c h e c k  o u t .  T h i s  i s  a  c o m p i l a t i o n  
o f  f i l m s  t h a t  d o n ’t  h a v e  p u n k  m u s i c ,  b u t  a  p u n k  e t h o s .  I  t r i e d  t o  f i l l  
i t  w i t h  l e s s e r - k n o w n  g e m s  y o u  m i g h t  n o t  h a v e  s e e n  t h a t  w i l l  e i t h e r  
r e e s t a b l i s h  o r  u p h o l d  y o u r  f a i th .

A n d  i f  y o u ’r e  y o u n g e r  a n d  k n o w  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  a  h u g e  a r c h i v e  
o f  c o o l  s h i t  f r o m  t h e  p a s t  t o  c h e c k  o u t ,  t h i s  i s  a  g r e a t  d i v i n g  b o a r d .  
I g e n e r a l l y  s t a y e d  a w a y  f r o m  c o n c e r t  f i l m s .  T h o s e  a r e  p r e t t y  e a s y  
t o  f i n d  i f  y o u ’r e  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  a  b a n d  y o u  l i k e .  I  t r i e d  t o  s t i c k  w i t h  
m o v i e - m o v i e s  a n d  d o c u m e n ta r i e s .

T H E  F O U N D A T I O N S  ( ‘ 7 0 S - ‘ 8 0 S )

A n o t h e r  S t a t e  o f  M i n d  ( 1 9 8 4 )
T h i s  t o u r  d o c  w a s  f i l m e d  i n  ‘8 2  a n d  f o l l o w s  S o c ia l  D i s t o r t i o n  

a n d  Y o u th  B r i g a d e .  I t ’s  w e l l  m a d e  a n d  c a p t u r e s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  
t h e  s e c o n d  w a v e  o f  p u n k  in  t h e  e a r l y  8 0 s ,  s h o w i n g  h a r d  w o r k  a n d  
o p t i m i s m  w i l l  g e t  y o u  f a r — b u t  s o  m a n y  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  
( c l u b s ,  m o n e y ,  e v e n  th e  b u s )  w i l l  s t i l l  f u c k  th i n g s  u p .  T o n s  o f  
g r e a t  m o m e n t s  a n d  in s ig h t ,  i n c l u d i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p e r f e c t  p u n k  
h a p p e n i n g s — M i n o r  T h r e a t  i s  p l a y i n g  a  s h o w ,  t h e  c l u b  h a t e s  i t  a n d  
t a k e s  t h e  P .A . a n d  m i c s  a w a y ,  s o  t h e  b a n d  p l a y s  a n y w a y  a n d  t h e  e n t i r e  
c r o w d  s i n g s  a l l  t h e  l y r i c s  t o  t h e  s o n g s .  T a k e  t h a t ,  r o c k ’n ’r o l l .

T h e  B l a n k  G e n e r a t i o n  ( 1 9 7 6 )
O f  t h e  tw o  p u n k  f i l m s  w i t h  t h i s  t i t l e ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  o n e  t o  w a tc h .  

A m o s  P o e  a n d  I v a n  K r a i  w e r e  d e e p  i n  t h e  s c e n e  i n  N e w  Y o r k  in  t h e  
‘7 0 s  a n d  c a p t u r e d  a  l o t  o f  e s s e n t i a l  b a n d s  o n  s u p e r - 8  f i l m  a n d  l a t e r  
m a d e  a  s o r t a - c o n c e r t  m o v i e  f r o m  it .  A l a s  — w i t h o u t  s y n c  s o u n d ,  s o  
i t ’s  o d d .  T h i s  b r i n g s  u p  a  w e i r d  f a c t o i d  a s  I  l o o k e d  f o r  f i l m s  f o r  t h i s  
g u id e :  W h i l e  s o m e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  s c e n e s  i n  o t h e r  c i t i e s  a r e  c a p t u r e d  
in  d o c s  o n - t h e - s p o t ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  L o n d o n  ( D .O .A .) ,  L o s  A n g e l e s  
{ D e c l in e ) ,  a n d  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  ( T a r g e t  V id e o ) ,  t h e r e  d o e s n ’t  s e e m  t o  b e  
a  d e f i n i t i v e  N Y C  p u n k  d o c  m a d e  i n  t h e  ‘7 0 s .  T h e s e  a r e  h o m e  m o v i e s  
w i th  m u s i c  a d d e d  la te r ,  a n d  th e r e  i s  a  c h a r m  t o  i t .  J u s t  d o n ’t  l o o k  
f o r  d e e p  in t e r v i e w s .  T h a t  c o m e s  l a t e r  in  s o m e  g r e a t  d o c s ,  s u c h  a s  
“ L o o k i n g  B a c k  w i t h  A n g e r . ”

B o r d e r  R a d i o  ( 1 9 8 7 )
T h i s  w a s  a  p r o j e c t  f o u r  y e a r s  in  t h e  m a k i n g  b y  c o - d i r e c t o r s  

A l l i s o n  A n d e r s ,  D e a n  L e n t ,  a n d  K u r t  V o s s .  I t  s t a r s  a n d  w a s  c o - w r i t t e n  
b y  J o h n  D o e ,  C h r i s  D . ,  a n d  o t h e r  L .A .  p u n k  c i t i z e n s .  B o r d e r  m a y  b e  
th e  f i r s t  f i l m  t h a t  s h o w s  s e l f - r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s c e n e  a n d  i t s  p l a y e r s ,  
c a p t u r i n g  t h e  e n d  o f  t h a t  f i r s t  L .A .  p u n k  w a v e  a s  i t  t r a n s i t i o n e d  i n t o  t h e  
m a i n s t r e a m  ( f o r  l a c k  o f  a  b e t t e r  w o r l d )  a s  a c t o r s  a n d  w r i t e r s ,  o r  in t o  
b a n d s  t h a t  w o u l d  a c t u a l l y  g e t  a i r t im e .  T h e  c h a r a c t e r s  f u l l y  k n o w  th e  
b e s t  d a y s  a r e  l o n g  g o n e  a n d  t h a t  i t  w a s  t i m e  t o  e v o l v e  in t o  a  d i f f e r e n t  
k in d  o f  a r t i s t .  T h e y  t r y  t o  f i g u r e  i t  a l l  o u t  i n  t h e  d r i f t i n g  p lo t .  B o r d e r  
d o e s n ’t  w a l l o w  i n  n o s t a l g i a ,  b u t  l i k e  m a n y  o f  t h e  b e t t e r  p u n k  f i c t i o n  
f i l m s  y o u  g e t  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  w e r e  p a r t  o f  w h a t  t h e y  
w e r e  p o r t r a y i n g  a n d  i t ’s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s e e  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .

C l a s s  o f 1 9 8 4  ( 1 9 8 2 )
A  c l a s s i c  e x p l o i t a t i o n  f i lm .  I  t r i e d  t o  s t a y  a w a y  f r o m  t o o  m a n y  o f  

t h e s e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s u c k .  I f  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  g o i n g  in ,  t h e n  y o u  h a v e  th e  
r i g h t  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  W h e n  I  w a s  f o u r t e e n ,  t h i s  w a s  p r o b a b l y  m y  d r e a m  
w o r ld ,  a s  t h e  p u n k s  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  w i t h  m a x i m u m  r a g e .  
A c tu a l ly ,  w h e n  t h i s  c a m e  o u t ,  I  w a s  t w e l v e ,  a n d  t h e n  w h e n  I  w e n t  to

h i g h  s c h o o l  in  ‘8 4 , 1 b r o k e  m y  b a c k  s k i i n g  a n d  w a s  p u t  i n  a  b o d y  c a s t .  
S o  t h i n g s  d o n ’t  q u i t e  p l a y  o u t  l i k e  t h e  m o v i e s ,  d a m m i t .

T h e  C o m p l e t e  T r u t h  A b o u t  D e - E v o l u t i o n  ( 1 9 7 6 - 1 9 9 0 )
FUTURE THINKERS DEVO ALW AYS WON GOLD FOR THE STYLE 

OLYM PICS, n o t  j u s t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  m a k i n g  s h o r t  f i l m s  y e a r s  b e f o r e  
m u s i c  v i d e o s  w e r e  n o r m a l  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  f i l m s  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h i s  
c o v e r s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b r a i n - d a m a g e d  f i l m s  f r o m  t h e  A k r o n  e a r l y  y e a r s  
t h r o u g h  t h e  b i g ,  f a m o u s  t i m e s .  T h e  l y r i c s  a r e  s m a r t ,  t h e  m u s i c  i s  g r e a t ,  
a n d  t h e  im a g e s  a r e  h i l a r i o u s .  T h e i r  b r a n d  o f  s a t i r e  w a s  s o  p i t c h  p e r f e c t  
t h a t  y o u  g e t  t r i c k e d  in t o  l e a r n i n g  h o w  w e i r d  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e  is .  I t ’s  
a n a l o g o u s  t o  t h e  w a y  a  s a t i r i c a l  w a r  f i l m  is  a l w a y s  f a r  m o r e  s c a r y  a n d  
in s i g h t f u l  t h a n  a  s e r i o u s  o n e .  A l s o  i n c l u d e s  t h e  g r e a t  M o n g o l o i d  s h o r t  
f i l m  b y  B r u c e  C o n n e r ,  t h e  g r a n d f a t h e r  o f  m u s i c  v id e o s .

T h e  C r a m p s  L i v e  a t  N a p a  S t a t e  M e n t a l  H o s p i t a l  ( 1 9 8 4 )
IS THIS THE MOST PUNK SHOW E V ER ? O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i c o n i c  b a n d s  

o f  t h e  s c e n e ,  t h e  s l i t h e r i n g  g e n i u s e s  k n o w n  a s  T h e  C r a m p s ,  r e w o r k e d  
u n d e r g r o u n d  r o c k a b i l l y ,  r o c k ,  a n d  c o u n t r y  c l a s s i c s  i n t o  t h e i r  o w n  
m y s t e r y  p l a n e ,  d r i v e n  b y  t h e  s t e a m r o l l e r  c o u p l e  o f  o u r  e r a ,  L u x  
I n t e r i o r  a n d  P o i s o n  Iv y .  W i th  n o  i r o n y  a n d  n o  p r i s o n e r s  t a k e n ,  e v e r y  
s w e a t y  C r a m p s ’ l i v e  s h o w  y o u  c a n  f i n d  o n l i n e  i s  w o r t h  a  w a t c h .  B u t  
t h i s  o n e  i s  n e x t  l e v e l .  T h e  h o s p i t a l  d i d  h a v e  v a r i o u s  n i g h t s  o f  b a n d s  
p l a y i n g  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  ( a n d  S F ’s  T h e  M u t a n t s  a l s o  p l a y e d  t h i s  g ig ) ,  
b u t  c a n  y o u  i m a g i n e  a n y o n e  p u l l i n g  t h i s  o f f  t o d a y ?  T h e  p a t i e n t s ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  f i t  in  t o  p u n k ’s  s ty l e  o f  o u t s i d e r  f a n s ,  b u t  u s u a l l y  t h e  c r o w d  is  
i n  t h e  k n o w  ( a  f e w  o f  t h e  b a n d s ’ f r i e n d s  a t t e n d e d  b u t  i t  w a s  m o s t l y  
p a t i e n t s ) .  S o  th i s  i s  e v e n  m o r e  p u r e  w h e n  l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  
s o c ie ty .  T h e  C r a m p s  p l a y  a  g r e a t  s e t  o f  t h e i r  b e s t  s o n g s  a n d  f i t  in  
p e r f e c t ly .  J o e  f i l m e d  i t  w i t h  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p o r t a b l e  v i d e o  c a m e r a s  
t h a t  o n l y  d i d  B & W  a n d  r a w  s o u n d ,  w h i c h  r e a l l y  a m p s  u p  t h e  m o o d y  
l o o k — IT’S  LIKE TELEPATHY FROM M ARS. W h a t ’s  f u n n y  i s  i t ’s  n o t  
c r a z i e r  t h a n  t h e  u s u a l  p u n k  s h o w , w i t h  p e o p l e  c o m i n g  u p  o n  s t a g e  
a n d  t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  t h e  m i c  a w a y ,  a c t i n g  l i k e  t h e y ’r e  h a v i n g  a  s e i z u r e .  
B u t  t h e  a u r a  i s  w e i r d .  T h e  h o s p i t a l ’s  c i t i z e n s  d a n c e  a n d  s e e m  to  l o v e  
t h e  b a n d .  L u x  l o v e s  t h e m  r i g h t  b a c k  in  a  g e n u i n e  w a y :  “ . .  . s o m e b o d y  
t o l d  m e  y o u  p e o p l e  a r e  c r a z y ,  b u t  I ’m  n o t  s o  s u r e  a b o u t  t h a t .  Y o u  s e e m  
t o  b e  a l l  r i g h t  t o  m e . ”

T h e  D e c l i n e  o f  W e s te r n  C i v i l i z a t i o n  ( 1 9 8 1 )
W h i l e  i t  f e e l s  l i k e  t h e  a p e x  o f  t h e  L o s  A n g e l e s  p u n k  s c e n e ,  D e c l i n e  

m i g h t  a c t u a l l y  c a p t u r e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f i r s t  w a v e  o f  L .A . ,  a s  r a m p a n t  
v i o l e n c e  a n d  t h e  m a i n s t r e a m  m u s i c  i n d u s t r y  q u i c k l y  a t e  i t  u p .  B u t  
i t  h a s  s o m e  o f  t h e  b e s t  p u n k  m o m e n t s  o n  f i lm ,  b e t w e e n  e n e r g e t i c  
p e r f o r m a n c e s  a n d  l o n g  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  s o m e  o f  t h e  b e s t  b a n d s  o f  
t h e  t i m e .  T h e  p u r e  h u m a n i t y  o f  t h e  k id s  r e a l l y  c o m e s  t h r o u g h  a n d  
g a v e  m e  s o m e t h i n g  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  w h e n  I  s a w  i t  a t  a g e  f o u r t e e n ,  a  
f e w  y e a r s  a f t e r  i t  w a s  m a d e .  M a n y  y o u n g  f a n s  g iv e  h o n e s t  t h o u g h t s  
a b o u t  g r o w i n g  u p  f u c k e d  u p .  E v e n  m o s t  o f  t h e  b a n d s  a r e  f u c k e d  u p  
k i d s  i n  t h e i r  e a r l y  t w e n t i e s .  I f  y o u  g r e w  u p  f a r  f r o m  L o n d o n ,  N e w  
Y o r k ,  o r  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  y o u  m a y  h a v e  f e l t  t r a p p e d .  T h e n ,  i f  t h e  w o r l d  i s  
f a i r ,  y o u  s e e  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  D e c l i n e ,  d i r e c t e d  b y  P e n e l o p e  S p h e e r i s .  
C r a z y - l i v i n g  p u n k s  l i k e  D a r b y  ( G e r m s ) ,  E x e n e  ( X ) ,  a n d  D u k o w s k i  
( B l a c k  F l a g )  s p o u t  o u t  w h a t  s o c i e t y  r e a l l y  m e a n s  a n d  w h y  w e  s h o u l d  
f i g h t  a g a i n s t  i t  a t  t i m e s .  T h e y ’r e  b e a u t i f u l  p o e t s ,  b u t  t h e y ’r e  a l s o  
r e a l  p e o p l e  y o u  c a n  r e l a t e  t o .  T h e y  d r i n k  a n d  a r e  m e s s y  a n d  m a k e  
m i s t a k e s  i n  l i f e .  RECOGNIZING THE WORLD FOR WHAT IT IS DOESN’T 
SAV E YOU FROM IT— BUT YOU CAN MAKE A D JU STM EN TS TO STA Y  SANE 
AND HAVE FUN.

T h e  f i l m m a k i n g  i s  p e r f e c t  f o r  t h e  to n e .  I t  f e e l s  s o  u r g e n t  w i t h  
g r e a t  1 6 m m  c a m e r a w o r k ’ A n d  i t ’s  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  u s u a l  m u s i c  d o c .  
T h e r e  a r e  f u l l  s o n g s .  S u b t i t l e s  o f  t h e  l y r i c s  s h o w  i t ’s  n o t  a b o u t  c o k e  
a n d  c a r s ,  b u t  a c t u a l  m e a n i n g ,  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  a n d  p o e t r y .  T h e  s t y l i s h  
i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  thfe p u n k  k i d s  ( o n e  b r i g h t  l i g h t  b u l b )  f e e l  d r a m a t i c  f o r  
a  m o m e n t ,  b u t  t h e n  b e c o m e  f u n .

E v e r y  g e n e r a t i o n  h a s  i t s  v e r s i o n  o f  m e s s e d  u p  t e e n s / d e l i n q u e n t s ,  
b u t  I  s t i l l  t h i n k  t r u e  m i s f i t  p u n k  r o c k  k i d s  a n d  b a n d s  h a d  t h e  m o s t  to  
s a y  w i t h  t h e  l e a s t  a m o u n t  o f  b u l l s h i t .  A b o u t  h a l f  o f  t h e  b a n d s  i n c l u d e  
w o m e n — a n o t h e r  p o s i t i v e  t o  t h e  s c e n e — a s  E x e n e  a n d  T h e  G e r m s ’ 
m a n a g e r  N i c o l e  P a n t e r  h a v e  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  l u c i d  t h o u g h t s  a b o u t  
b e i n g  p u n k  r o c k .  T h e  f i l m  i s  s t i l l  a s  c o m p e l l i n g  a s  e v e r ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e



e n o u g h  p o s i t i v e  m o m e n t s  t o  s t i l l  g e t  m e  i n s p i r e d  t o  b e  c r e a t i v e  a n d  
q u e s t i o n  a u t h o r i t y .

I t ’s  w o r t h  i t  t o  b u y  a  p l a y e r  f o r  t h e  n e w  B lu - R a y  b o x  s e t .  A f t e r  
w a i t i n g  a l l  t h e s e  d e c a d e s  f o r  a  g o o d  c o p y  a n d  l o s t  f o o t a g e ,  i t  d o e s n ’t  
d i s a p p o i n t .  N e w  t r a n s f e r s  l o o k  a n d  s o u n d  g r e a t  ( f o r  p u n k ) .  T h e  b e s t  
e x t r a s  i n c l u d e  a n  a m a z i n g  w a l k  t h r o u g h  t h e  c l o s e d - d o w n  M a s q u e  
w i t h  B r e n d a n  M u l l e n  o n  c a m e r a ;  n e w / o l d  f o o t a g e  o f  s o n g s  n o t  in  
t h e  f i l m  b y  F e a r ,  T h e  G e r m s ,  a n d  T h e  G e a r s  ( t h e  o n e  b a n d  f i l m e d  
b u t  n o t  i n  t h e  f i n i s h e d  f i l m ) ;  a u d i o  c o m m e n t a r y  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i l m  w i th  
S p h e e r i s  a n d  h e r  d a u g h t e r  A n n a  F o x ,  w h o  s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  
a n d  B lu - R a y  r e l e a s e ;  a n d  t h e  b a n d  in t e r v i e w s  w i t h  B l a c k  F l a g ,  
D a r b y ,  a n d  X ,  u n e d i t e d  i n  t h e i r  f u l l  f o r m .  T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  i n t e r v i e w s  
w i t h  M u l l e n ,  N i c o l e  P a n te r ,  a n d  t h e  l i g h t  b u l b  k id s .  S o  m u c h  c o o l  
e x t r a  f o o t a g e .  F o r  d e e p  f a n s ,  i t ’s  l i k e  g e t t i n g  a n o t h e r  p u n k  f i l m  in  a l l  
i t s  t i m e  c a p s u l e  g lo r y .  T h e  d o c  d o e s  a  g o o d  j o b  h u m a n i z i n g  t h e  b a n d s  
a s  r e a l  p e o p l e ,  b u t  t h e  l o n g  in t e r v i e w s  r e a l l y  g i v e  y o u  f u r t h e r  i n s i g h t  
a s  w e l l  a s  s o m e  m o r e  f u n  m o m e n t s .

T h e  o n e  e x t r a  t h a t ’s  o d d l y  t h e  m o s t  f u n  i s  t h e  f u l l  “ a t t e n t i o n ”  
a n n o u n c e m e n t s  f r o m  e a c h  b a n d .  A  n e c e s s a r y  s t a t e m e n t  f o r  f i l m  
l e g a l i t y  s e t s  t h e  t o n e  p e r f e c t ly ,  a s  t h e  p u n k s  a r e  a s k e d  t o  e n f o r c e  
a u t h o r i t y — th r o u g h  a  p u n k  f i l te r .

D e s p e r a t e  T e e n a g e  L o v e d o l l s  ( 1 9 8 4 )
F i l m m a k e r  D a v e  M a r k e y  c a u g h t  s o m e  g r e a t  f o o t a g e  o f  t h e  p u n k  

s c e n e  i n  L .A . ,  o f t e n  o n  lu s c i o u s  s u p e r - 8  f i lm .  H e ’s  m a d e  a  l o t  o f  d o c s  
b u t  a l s o  a  c o u p l e  o f  f i c t i o n  f i l m s  l i k e  D T L  a n d  i t s  s e q u e l .  T h i s  i s n ’t  
t h e  f i l m  t o  w a t c h  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  f a m e ,  b u t  t o  h a v e  f u n  
w a t c h i n g  s o m e  k id s  m a k i n g  a  D I Y  m o v i e  w i t h  c h a r m i n g  a m a t e u r  
a c t i n g  a n d  g o o d  m u s ic .  I t ’s  b a s i c a l l y  a  l a n d s c a p e  f i lm ,  t o o ,  a  p e r f e c t  
t i m e  c a p s u l e  f r o m  t h e  s t r e e t  o f  a l l  t h e  c l o t h e s  a n d  b u i l d i n g s .

D .O .A . :  A  R i t e  o f  P a s s a g e  ( 1 9 8 0 )
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p u n k  d o c s  c a n  n o w  b e  s e e n  i n  a  b e t t e r  

v e r s i o n  t h a n  y o u r  o l d  b o o t l e g g e d  V H S  t a p e  a f t e r  b e i n g  r e s t o r e d  a n d  
r e l e a s e d  t o  t h e a t e r s  a n d  D V D  in  2 0 1 7 .  U n t i l  t h e  g r e a t  d o c  T h e  F i l t h  
a n d  th e  F u r y  c a m e  o u t  i n  2 0 0 0 ,  t h i s  w a s  t h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  l e a r n  t h e  S e x  
P i s t o l s ’ s t o r y  o n  f i l m ,  a n d  i t ’s  c o m p l i c a t e d .

Y o u  g o t  t o  s e e  t h e  l e g e n d a r y  U .K .  c l u b  s h o w s  y o u  h e a r d  a b o u t  a n d  
f e e l  t h e  e n e r g y  a n d  im p o r t a n c e .  A n d  th e n  y o u  s e e  t h e  d o o m e d  U .S .  
t o u r  t h e  b a n d  p l a y e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  b e f o r e  i m p l o d i n g  in  
S a n  F r a n c i s c o  a t  t h e i r  l a s t  s h o w .

I n  t h e  m i d d l e  i s  a n  e p i c  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  S id  a n d  N a n c y ,  w h i c h  
i s  n o t  i n f o r m a t i v e ,  b u t  a  s t a r k  l o o k  in t o  s a d  j u n k i e  l i f e .  A l l  t h i s  i s  
c o m p l i c a t e d  b e c a u s e  i t  f e e l s  l i k e  i t ’s  l o o k i n g  f r o m  t h e  o u t s i d e  in ,  
e v e n  w i t h  S id ,  b e c a u s e  h e ’s  t o o  w a s t e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  a  s e n t e n c e .  W h a t  
w a s  h a p p e n i n g  b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s  i s  f a s c i n a t i n g  a n d  c l e a r l y  e x p l a i n e d  
i n  F i l t h ,  b u t  y o u  s h o u l d  w a t c h  t h i s  f i r s t  t o  g e t  a  r e a l  e m o t i o n a l  s e n s e  
o f  t h e  s c e n e  i n  a l l  i t s  b l o o d  a n d  g u t s  o n  1 6 m m  f i lm .

B e s i d e s  t h e  p o w e r f u l  f o o t a g e  o f  t h e  P i s t o l s  i n  f u l l ,  s u b t i t l e d - l y r i c  
g lo r y ,  t h e r e ’s  a  l o t  m o r e  t o  e n jo y .  T o n s  o f  s h o w  f o o ta g e  o f  g r e a t  b a n d s  
t h a t  n e v e r  g o t  a s  m u c h  s c r e e n  t i m e  ( e s p e c i a l l y  X - R a y  S p e x  a n d  S h a m  
6 9 ) .  L o t s  o f  f a n  i n t e r v i e w s  ( i s  t h i s  w h e r e  t h a t  s t a p l e  s t a r t e d ? )  w i t h  
tw o  i m p o r t a n t  a u d i e n c e s .  T h e  U .K .  y o u t h  a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  a s  t h e y  
h a v e  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  e x p e r i e n c e s  in  t h a t  c o u n t r y  a s  w o r k i n g  c l a s s .  B u t  
i t ’s  t h e  s o u t h e r n  U .S .  c r o w d s  t h a t  a r e  m o r e  f a s c i n a t i n g ,  a s  t h e y ’r e  
t r u e  w e i r d o s  a n d  c u r i o s i t y  s e e k e r s ,  s t u c k  in  w h a t  h a d  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  
n o n - p u n k  s c e n e s  p o s s i b l e .

B y  t h e  e n d ,  i t  w o r k s  i n  t h e  w a y  m a n y  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  i s s u e  
d o c s  s u c c e e d .  T h e  s c e n e  s t a r t e d  to  f i g h t  p r o b l e m s ,  b o t h  i n  s o c i e t y  a n d  
i n  m u s i c .  I n c r e d i b l e  e n e r g y  a n d  d e e p  m o t i v a t i o n  c r e a t e d  a  v i b r a n t

m o m e n t  w i t h  g r e a t  p r o m i s e .  A  f e w  b e n e f i t t e d  a n d  r e a l l y  c h a n g e d  
t h i n g s .  I n  t h e  e n d  f o r  S id  a n d  t h e  P i s t o l s ,  i t ’s  m e l a n c h o l i c ,  n o t  j u s t  
f r o m  t h e  l o s t  y o u t h ,  b u t  m u c h  o f  t h e  h o r r o r - f u t u r e  t h e y  p r e d i c t e d  
w o u l d  b e  h e r e .

F a s t  T i m e s  a t  R i d g e m o n t  H i g h  ( 1 9 8 2 )
O n e  o f  t h e  f i l m s  I ’m  s u r e  y o u  k n o w ,  b u t  i t ’s  t i m e  to  r e - w a t c h  

it .  H o l d s  u p  i n c r e d i b l y  w e l l  o v e r  t i m e ,  a n d  a s  a n  a d u l t  y o u  r e a l i z e  
h o w  f u c k i n g  a m a z i n g  t h i s  is .  Y o u ’d  t h i n k  i t  w o u l d  b e  a  ‘7 0 s  s e x  
c o m e d y  o r  a  s o a p  o p e r a  t h a t ’s  h a r s h  a n d  r e v e a l i n g — b u t  F a s t  T im e s  
f e e l s  s o o o o  r e a l ,  s h o w i n g  t h e  m e s s  t h a t  i s  h i g h  s c h o o l  w i t h  c o m p l e t e  
h o n e s ty .  T h e  a w k w a r d n e s s  o f  y o u n g  l o v e  is  s w e e t ,  c h a r m i n g ,  a n d  
f u n ,  a n d  t h e n  f u c k i n g  t e r r i f y i n g  w h e n  t h e  c r e e p y  p r e d a t o r  d u d e s  s h o w  
u p .  D i r e c t o r  A m y  H e c k e r l i n g  d i d n ’t  l e a v e  o u t  t h e  t o u g h  m o m e n t s ,  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  s e x  a n d  a b o r t i o n  in  a  c a n d i d  w a y  m o s t  f i l m s  d o n ’t  t r y  
t o  t o u c h .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e ’s  s t i l l  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  f a c t o r  o f  S p ic o l i ,  
w h i c h  m i g h t  m a k e  y o u  r e m e m b e r  t h e  f i l m  in  t h e  w r o n g  w a y .  T h e  
f i l m  is  s t i l l  h i l a r i o u s ,  a f t e r  y o u  s to p  t h i n k i n g ,  “ H o l y  s h i t ,  t h a t ’s  S e a n  
P e n n . ”  T h e  g r e a t  a c t i n g  a n d  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  b i g g e r  a n d  b e t t e r  t h a n  j u s t  
t h e  s t o n e r  c o m e d y ,  t h o u g h .  T h i s  w i l l  s a v e  y o u r  k i d  m o r e  t h a n  a n y  
D .A .R .E .  v i d e o  c o u l d  h o p e  to .

L a d i e s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n ,  T h e  F a b u l o u s  S t a i n s  ( 1 9 8 1 )
A  g r o u p  o f  y o u n g  w o m e n  s t a r t  a  b a n d  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  o p p o s i t i o n .  

T h e y  p u s h  t h r o u g h  t h e  b u l l s h i t  t h a t  i s  t h e  m u s i c  in d u s t r y ,  f i g h t  
m i s o g y n y ,  t r e n d s ,  a n d  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  a n d  a c h i e v e  a  f a i l e d  s u c c e s s  a s  
t h e  s y s t e m  e a t s  t h e  b a n d  u p .  Y e t ,  t h e y  p r o v e  a n  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  o t h e r  
y o u n g  g i r l s  to  b e  c r e a t i v e  in d i v id u a l s .

T h e  b i g  H o l l y w o o d  s t u d i o  P a r a m o u n t  d i d n ’t  t r y  t o  m a k e  a  p u n k  
m a s t e r p i e c e .  B u t  t h a t ’s  j u s t  w h a t  F a b u l o u s  S t a i n s  e n d s  u p  b e i n g .  
T h e  p i e c e s  a r e  o d d — s c r e e n w r i t e r  N a n c y  D o w d  ( c r e d i t e d  a s  a  R o b  
M o r t o n )  a l s o  w r o t e  t h e  n a s t y  b u t  h i l a r i o u s  S l a p  S h o t  a n d  w o n  a n  
A c a d e m y  A w a r d  f o r  c o - w r i t i n g  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  V i e t n a m  d r a m a  C o m i n g  
H o m e .  S h e  k n e w  h o w  t o  m a k e  v i b r a n t  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  a  w o r l d  y o u  
w a n t  to  w a tc h .  D i r e c t o r  L o u  A d l e r  h a d  o n l y  d i r e c t e d  C h e e c h  a n d  
C h o n g ’s  U p  in  S m o k e ,  w h i c h  h a s  s o m e  p u n k  e t h i c s .  B u t  h e  h a d  a  
l o n g ,  s u c c e s s f u l  h i s t o r y  in  t h e  m u s i c  b u s i n e s s  a s  a  r e c o r d  p r o d u c e r  
w i t h  T h e  M a m a s  A n d  T h e  P a p a s  a n d  C a r o l e  K in g ,  a m o n g  o th e r s ,  
a n d  k n e w  h o w  t h e  s y s t e m  o p e r a t e d .  T h e  a c to r s  a r e  a  w i l d  m i x  o f  
i n c r e d i b l e  m o v i e  t a l e n t s — i n c l u d i n g  D i a n e  L a n e ,  C h r i s t i n e  L a h t i ,  
L a u r a  D e m ,  a n d  R a y  W i n s t o n e — a n d  a c t u a l  l e g e n d a r y  p u n k  r o c k e r s .  
T h e  m a i n  b a n d  i n  t h e  f i l m  b e h i n d  W i n s t o n e  is  S t e v e  J o n e s ,  P a u l  
S i m o n o n ,  a n d  P a u l  C o o k .

Y o u ’v e  s e e n  t h e  s t o r y  b e f o r e  w i t h  t e e n  a n g s t ,  s h i t  p a r e n t s ,  a n d  
c a u t i o u s  b a n d s  s e l l i n g  o u t .  B u t  i t ’s  d o n e  s o  w e l l  h e r e — f r o m  t h e  
p e r f o r m a n c e s ,  t o  t h e  m u s i c ,  t o  t h e  m e s s a g e — t h a t  i t ’s  w o r t h  a l l  
t h e  h y p e .  O f  c o u r s e ,  m u c h  o f  t h e  h y p e  i s  f r o m  t h e  s t u d i o  w i m p i n g  
o u t  a n d  t r y i n g  t o  s to p  a n y o n e  f r o m  s e e i n g  t h e  f i lm ,  r e s h o o t i n g  th e  
e n d i n g ,  a n d  b a r e l y  r e l e a s i n g  i t  t o  t h e a t e r s .  I t  b e c a m e  a  b o o t l e g  h i t  
i n  t h e  ‘8 0 s  a n d  ‘9 0 s  a n d  p o p p e d  u p  o n  l a t e  n i g h t  T V , m a k i n g  i t  e v e n  
m o r e  s p e c i a l .

M a d e  i n  B r i t a i n  ( 1 9 8 3 )
T h e  g r e a t  U .K .  d i r e c t o r  A l a n  C l a r k e  m a d e  m o v i e s  f o r  t e l e v i s i o n ,  

o f t e n  a r o u n d  E n g l a n d ’s  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  s o c i a l  i s s u e s ,  a l l  b e i n g  r e a l i s t i c  
d r a m a s  w i t h  p o w e r f u l  a c t i n g .  T h i s  h a s  T i m  R o t h  a s  a  N a z i  s k in h e a d ,  
e x p l o r i n g  n o t  o n l y  h i s  f a u l t s ,  b u t  t h e  f u c k e d  s y s t e m  t h a t  w o n ’t  h e l p  
t o  c h a n g e  h im .  A l s o  h ig h l y  r e c o m m e n d e d  a r e  C l a r k e ’s  o t h e r  a n g r y  
y o u t h  f i l m s  S c u m  ( 1 9 7 9 )  a n d  T h e  F i r m  ( 1 9 8 9 ) .
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O u t  o f  t h e  B l u e  ( 1 9 8 0 )
D e n n i s  H o p p e r  w a s  h i r e d  t o  s t a r  a n d  e n d e d  u p  d i r e c t i n g  th i s  l o s t  

c l a s s i c  o f  w e i r d n e s s ,  r i g h t  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  h i s  d a n g e r o u s  d a y s  p o s t -  
A p o c a l y p s e  N o w  a n d  b e f o r e  h e  c l e a n e d  u p  a n d  w a s  r e b o r n  in t o  B lu e  
V elve t. L i n d a  M a n z ,  t h e  t r u l y  s t r a n g e  c o o l  l d d  f r o m  D a y s  o f  H e a v e n  a n d  
T h e  W a n d e r e r s ,  p l a y s  h i s  d a u g h t e r  w h o  c a r e s  m o r e  a b o u t  J o h n n y  a n d  
S id  t h a n  h e r  d e a d b e a t  d a d .  T h i n g s  g e t  r e a l l y  s t r a n g e ,  b u t  j u s t  w a t c h i n g  
D e n n i s  a n d  L i n d a  m o v e  a n d  t a l k  i s  w o r t h  t h e  p r i c e  o f  a d m i s s i o n .  I t ’s 
a  w e i r d  a t m o s p h e r e  t h a t ’s  h a r d  t o  c o m e  b y . T h e  P o i n t e d  S t i c k s  f r o m  
V a n c o u v e r  p o p  u p  w i t h  k i c k a s s  e n e r g y .  I t ’s  b e t t e r  t h a n  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  
b u t  s t i l l  p r e t t y  d r u g g y .

O v e r  t h e  E d g e  ( 1 9 7 9 )
D i d  M a t t  D i l l o n  e v e n  h a v e  p a r e n t s ?  I t ’s  l i k e  h e  j u s t  s t o o d  u p  

o u t  o f  t h e  g u t t e r  o n e  d a y ,  c o m b u s t in g  in t o  t h e  u n iv e r s e .  O u t t a  c o n t r o l  
t e e n s  g o  w i ld ,  p r o v i n g  th a t  s u b u r b a n  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a r e  w o r s e  th a n  
d o w n to w n — n o t  a  f i l m  fu l l  o f  p u n k  r o c k e r s  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e y  a r e  l i t t l e  
p u n k s .  R e c k le s s  t e e n  s to r ie s  g o  b a c k  to  th e  1 9 3 0 s  a t  l e a s t ,  w h e n  t e e n a g e r s  
w e r e  i n v e n t e d  b y  c h i ld  l a b o r  l a w s ,  n o t  h a v i n g  to  g o  w o r k  in  a  f a c t o r y  
a t  t e n ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  th e y  c o u l d  f i n i s h  h ig h  s c h o o l  b e f o r e  g e t t i n g  d r a f t e d .  
S o  th i s  o n e  i s n ’t  t h e  f i r s t ,  b u t  i t ’s  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  c a m e  o u t  a t  t h e  t i m e  a n d  
f e l t  s y m b io t i c  w i t h  t h e  p u n k  l i f e  b e i n g  c r e a t e d  th e n .  I n  h i s  f i r s t  f i lm , 
M a t t  D i l l o n  s t a r t e d  a  c a r e e r  o f  p l a y i n g  th i s  c h a r a c te r ,  b e c a u s e  i t ’s  p r e t t y  
c o o l .  L o t s  o f  t h e  c a s t  w a s  f o u n d  b y  g o in g  to  s c h o o l s  a n d  g r a b b i n g  k id s  
w h o  w e r e  s k ip p in g  c l a s s .  THE FILM W A S HARD TO FIND FDR A LONG TIME, 
BECAUSE DISTRIBUTORS WERE SCARED IT WOULD START RIOTS, THEN IT 
GAINED FAN S ON LATE NIGHT TV. ADULTS ARE SO DUMB.

R e p o  M a n  ( 1 9 8 4 )
B e s id e s  a  k i l l e r  s o u n d t r a c k ,  R e p o  M a n  is  a  t i m e  c a p s u le  o f  t h e  ‘8 0 s . 

D is e n f r a n c h i s e d ,  s u b u r b a n  y o u th  d e c o m p o s e  in  a  b ig  c i t y ’s  d o w n to w n ,  
s te a l in g  p i l l s  a n d  c a r s  f o r  f u n  a n d  m o n e y . I t ’s  f u l l  o f  c o n s p i r a c y  th e o r ie s ,  
a l ie n s ,  “ d i a n e t ix ,”  t i m e  m a c h in e s ,  th e  F B I ,  a n d  o th e r  r e a s o n s  w h y  th e  
w o r ld  is  o u t  o f  o u r  h a n d s .  T h e  te r r i f y in g ,  im m in e n t  n u c l e a r  w a r .  J o h n  
W a y n e  c a m e  to  t h e  d o o r  i n  a  d r e s s .

T h i s  m o v i e  i s  s o  q u o ta b le ,  t h e  c o m m e n t a r y  t r a c k  o n  th e  D V D  is  7 5 %  
o f  th e  c a s t  a n d  c r e w  s a y in g  th e  l i n e s  a lo n g  w i th  th e  f i lm  a n d  la u g h in g .

T o d a y ,  t h e  f i l m  r e s o n a t e s  e v e n  m o r e .  T h e  l a t e ,  g r e a t  H a r r y  D e a n

S t a n t o n  p l a y s  B u d ,  a n  a g i n g  r e p o  m a n  w i t h  p l a n s  t o  r e t i r e .  H e  t h i n k s  
h e  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e  w o r l d  l o o k i n g  f r o m  t h e  s t r e e t  u p .  “ N o  c o m m i e s  i n  
m y  c a r . . .  N o  C h r i s t i a n s ,  e i t h e r ! ”  T h e n - l e s s e r - k n o w n  E m i l i o  E s t e v e z  
p l a y s  O t to ,  a  y o u n g  p u n k e r  w h o  h a t e s  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  t a k e s  u p  a  r e p o  
g i g  f o r  m o n e y .  T h e  a m a z i n g  c h a r a c t e r  a c t o r  T r a c e y  W a l t e r  p l a y s  
M i l l e r ,  t h e  o n l y  o n e  o f  t h e  r e p o  s t a f f  w h o  d o e s n ’t  d r iv e .  H e  t h i n k s  h e  
s e e s  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d  f o r  w h a t  i t  i s ,  w i t h  U F O s  a s  t i m e  m a c h i n e s  a n d  
a  p l a t e  o f  s h r i m p  c o n n e c t i n g  a l l  o f  s o c ie ty .

D i r e c t o r  A l e x  C o x  d o e s  n o t  m a k e  i t  r o m a n t i c .  I t ’s  a  c o m e d y  a n d  
p o l i t i c a l  s a t i r e .  W h i l e  t h e  p u n k  k i d s  a r e  r e a d y  t o  f i g h t  t h e  s y s t e m ,  t h e y  
a l s o  h a v e  n o  d i r e c t i o n  o n  h o w  t o  d o  th a t .  T h e y  r o b  a n d  p i l l a g e ,  b u t  
d o  t h e  d r u g s  t h e y  s t e a l .  T h e  r i c h ,  g o v e r n m e n t - r u n n i n g  b a d  g u y s  in  
t h e  f i l m  a l s o  b e l i e v e  i n  a l i e n s ,  b u t  t h e y  t h i n k  t h e y  d e s e r v e  t h e m  a s  a  
c h o s e n  g r o u p .  T h e  o n l y  t r u e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  in  t h e  f i l m  a r e  t h e  L a t i n x  
c h a r a c t e r s  f r o m  E a s t  L .A . ,  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  f u c k e d  b y  t h e  s y s t e m  s in c e  
d a y  o n e .

O t to  h a s  t h e  c l e a r e s t  v i s i o n  o f  a l l ,  a s  a n  o b s e r v e r  s w e p t  u p  b y  th e  
r e p o  c u l tu r e .  H e  n e v e r  s e e s  h i m s e l f  a s  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y o n e  e l s e .  H e ’l l  
d o  t h e  d r u g s  a n d  h e  d o e s n ’t  t r e a t  f r i e n d s  t h a t  n i c e ,  b u t  h e  a l s o  k n o w s  
t h e  w o r l d  i s  t o t a l l y  n u t s .  W h e n  a n  o l d  f r i e n d  g e t s  s h o t  i n  a  r o b b e r y ,  h e  
t e l l s  O t to  h e  b l a m e s  s o c i e t y  f o r  m a k i n g  h i m  a  v i l l a i n .  O t to  s a y s  t h a t ’s 
b u l l s h i t — h e ’s  j u s t  a  s u b u r b a n  p u n k  l i k e  O t to .

T h e  C r i t e r i o n  C o l l e c t i o n  r e l e a s e  h a s  g r e a t  e x t r a s ,  t o n s  o f  d e l e t e d  
s c e n e s ,  n e w  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  e v e r y o n e  i n v o l v e d ,  a n d  a  h i l a r i o u s  T V  
v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  f i l m ,  w h e r e  t h e y  s a y ,  “ F l i p  y o u ”  a  lo t .

R e t u r n  o f  t h e  L i v i n g  D e a d  ( 1 9 8 5 )
M y  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  i n c l u d e  l a m e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  t h a t  h a p p e n s  to  

f e a t u r e  s o m e  p u n k - l o o k i n g  c h a r a c t e r s  i s  n o t  h a p p e n i n g  h e r e — R e t u r n  
i s  a m a z in g !  A b o u t  o n e  s e c o n d  a f t e r  p u n k  r o c k  b e c a m e  n o t o r i o u s ,  
f i l m m a k e r s  t r i e d  t o  s h o e h o r n  i t  i n t o  f i c t i o n  f i l m s .  I t  w o r k e d  w i t h  R e p o  
M a n  b e c a u s e  A l e x  C o x  a c t u a l l y  l i k e d  th e  m u s i c  a n d  u n d e r s t o o d  w h a t  
t h e  s c e n e  w a s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  a n d  m i x e d  i t  in t o  a  s c i - f i  g e n r e  c o m e d y .  
H e r e ,  t h e  c o m e d y  g e n r e  t o t a l l y  w o r k s ,  to o .  M a y b e  h o r r o r  i s  t h e  p e r f e c t  
g e n r e  f o r  p u n k .  P l e n t y  o f  g r e a t  b a n d s  l i k e  T h e  M is f i t s  a n d  T h e  C r a m p s  
b o r r o w e d  a l m o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  ‘5 0 s  a n d  ‘6 0 s  h o r r o r  m o v i e s .  I n  
t u r n ,  t h e  b e s t  h o r r o r  s e c r e t l y  m a d e  p o l i t i c a l  s t a t e m e n t s  a g a i n s t  s o c i e t y  
a n d  r a c i s m .  S o  i t ’s  k i n d  o f  p e r f e c t  t h a t  R e t u r n  i s  a  p s e u d o - s e q u e l  to



t h e  lo - f i  N i g h t  o f  t h e  L i v i n g  D e a d  ( 1 9 6 8 ) ,  a  p u n k - b e f o r e - p u n k  m o v i e  
w i t h  s t a r k  D I Y  s k i l l s  a n d  s t r o n g  p o l i t i c a l  u n d e r t o n e s ,  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  
e v e r .  R e t u r n  h a s  m o r e  c o m e d y  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e  i n  t h e  s a m e  w a y  R e p o  
d o e s ,  b u t  a l s o  g r e a t  e f f e c t s  t o  m a k e  t h e  h o r r o r  p a y  o f f  w i t h  t h i n g s  
z o m b i e s  n e v e r  d i d  b e f o r e .  C l a s s i c  c h a r a c t e r  a c t o r s  d e l i v e r  t h e  g o o d s  
a n d  a  c o o l  s o u n d t r a c k  f i l l s  t h e  m o v i e .  T h e r e ’s  a  p u n k  m e t h o d  t o  t h e  
m a d n e s s :  O n c e  a g a in ,  i t ’s  t h e  g r e e d y  b i g  c o r p o r a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  g o i n g  
t o  f u c k  u p  t h e  w h o l e  p l a n e t .  T i m e l e s s .

R o c k  (n  ’ R o l l  H i g h  S c h o o l  ( 1 9 7 9 )
T h e  R a m o n e s  in  p e r s o n !  A n o t h e r  s c h o o l - t a k e o v e r  j u v e n i l e  

d e l in q u e n t  f i lm ,  a n d  th i s  o n e  is  t h e  m o s t  f u n .  W h i l e  m o s t  o f  th e  
t e e n s p lo i t a t i o n  f l i c k s  g e t  d e e p  in to  v i o l e n c e  a n d  t r y  r e a l l l l l y  h a r d  t o  
s h o c k  y o u ,  R N R H S  j u s t  w a n t s  to  m a k e  y o u  la u g h .  T h e r e ’s  a  p l o t  a n d  i t  
m o v e s  f a s t ,  a s  R i f f  R a n d a l l  ( p l a y e d  b y  P .J . S o l e s )  f a l l s  in  l o v e  w i t h  th e  
R a m o n e s ,  t r i e s  to  m e e t  t h e m ,  a n d  d e s t r o y s  th e  s c h o o l .  I t  a c tu a l l y  w o r k s  
o u t .  A m e r i c a ’s  p u n k  b o y s  a n d  g i r l s  in  t u r n  f e l l  i n  l o v e  w i th  R J .  S o le s .

S i d  &  N a n c y  ( 1 9 8 6 )
F o r  w h a t  i t ’s  w o r t h ,  t h i s  i s  a  m o v i e  w i t h  a c to r s  a n d  n o t  a  

d o c u m e n t a r y  w i t h  r e c r e a t i o n s .  O n  o n e  h a n d ,  i t  c h a n g e s  s o m e  e v e n t s  
f o r  p o e t i c  l i c e n s e  a n d  t h a t ’s  t o u c h y ,  b e c a u s e  l o t s  o f  a u d i e n c e s  g e t  
t h e i r  h i s t o r y  t h r o u g h  m o v i e s .  Y o u  c a n ’t  o v e r l o o k  t h a t ,  a s  i t ’s  n o t  a  
c o m p l e t e l y  s u r r e a l  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  s to r y .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  a c t i n g  is  
a m a z i n g ,  a n d  i t  t a k e s  t h e  a p p r o a c h  t h a t  S id  a n d  N a n c y  a c t e d  l i k e  t h e y  
w e r e  i n  a  m o v i e  in  d a i l y  l i f e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  a n  o v e r b o a r d ,  a n n o y i n g  s o a p  
o p e r a .  M a n y  o f  t h e  s c e n e s  d o n ’t  w o r k  f o r  m e  w i t h  t h i s  s o a p y  v ib e ,  
b u t  y o u  c a n  g l e a n  th e  h u m a n i t y  o f  t w o  y o u n g  a d u l t s  c a u g h t  u p  in  
t h e  m e s s .  I  h a v e  d e e p  r e s p e c t  f o r  w r i t e r / d i r e c t o r  A l e x  C o x  a n d  a l l  h i s  
w o r k s ,  a n d  a m  h a p p y  a  f i l m  c a n  s t a r t  d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  w h a t  i t  w a s  a l l  
f o r ,  a s  p u n k  i d e a l s  o f t e n  s i n k  in t o  r o c k  f a n t a s i e s .

S m i t h e r e e n s  ( 1 9 8 2 )
W r e n  i s  a  N e w  J e r s e y  n e w  w a v e  g i r l ,  t r y i n g  to  m a k e  i t  in  N e w  

Y o r k  C ity .  S h e ’s  s o m e h o w  c h a r m in g ,  y e t  r e a l l y  a n n o y i n g .  I t ’s  g o in g  
b a d l y  w i th  n o  m o n e y  o r  p l a c e  t o  l iv e .  S h e  s ta y s  w i t h  a  g u y  w h o  h a s  
a  v a n ,  b u t  s h e ’s  in  lo v e  w i th  a  l o c a l  r o c k e r  p l a y e d  b y  R ic h a r d  H e l l .  
T h a t ’s  a  b a d  c h o i c e ,  t o o .  T h e y  a l l  s c h e m e  o n  h o w  to  m o v e  t o  L .A . ,  
w h e r e  t h e  p u n k  s c e n e  j u s t  m o v e d .  S u s a n  S e i d e l m a n ’s  f i r s t  f i lm  is  f u l l  o f  
r a w  f i l m m a k in g  a n d  i t ’s  g r e a t ,  w i t h  a  p e r s p e c t iv e  t h a t ’s  f r e s h e r  t h a n  th e  
u s u a l  m a c h o  m a le  v i e w p o i n t  f r o m  th e  ‘7 0 s .  T h e  a c t in g  a n d  a t m o s p h e r e  
r a i s e s  t h e  f i l m  a b o v e  i t s  a m a t e u r  s ta t u s  f o r  s o m e  f u n n y  s c e n e s  a n d  
h o n e s t  r e f l e c t i o n  o n  g o a l  s e t t in g .  O r ig in a l  s o u n d t r a c k  b y  T h e  F e e l i e s  
i s  m i n i m a l i s t  g o ld .  F i lm in g  c o m p le t e ly  in  r e a l  lo c a t i o n s ,  S e id e lm a n  
c a p tu r e s  t h e  s h i t t y  ‘7 0 s  N e w  Y o r k  p e o p l e  s e e m  to  w a n t  b a c k .

S u b u r b i a  ( 1 9 8 4 )
T h e  u l t im a te  p u n k  r o c k  B - m o v i e ,  w h ic h  s h o u ld  p l a y  w i th  R N R  H ig h  

S c h o o l  in  d r iv e - in s .  A f te r  h e r  u n d e r g r o u n d  h i t  d o c  D e c l in e ,  P e n e lo p e  
S p h e e r i s  m a d e  S u b u r b ia ,  a  f i c t io n a l  m o v i e  t h a t  f e e l s  l i k e  r e a l  f ife . O h ,  i t ’s 
g o t  b a d  a c t in g  a n d  s o m e  c h e e s e b a l l  p lo t  tw is ts ,  b u t  th e  k id s  f e e l  l ik e  r e a l  
k id s  p u t  in  a  m o v i e  a n d  th e  d e s p e r a t e  C a l i f o r n ia  w o r ld  d id n ’t  f e e l  l i k e  a  
s e t .  W e  f o l lo w  a  g r o u p  o f  r u n a w a y  p u n k  r o c k  k id s  f o r c e d  to  th e  s t r e e ts  a s  
th e y  b o n d  in to  a  f a m i ly  u n i t ,  p r o te c t i n g  e a c h  o th e r  a n d  f ig h t in g  th e  m a n .  
I t ’s  p r e t ty  f u n n y  in  p a r t s ,  a n d  th e  d r a m a t i c  m o m e n t s  c a n  b e  o v e r b o a r d  
b u t  m e a n in g f u l .  T h e  g i f t  th i s  f i lm  h a s  is  h o n e s ty .  U l t im a te ly ,  th e  k id s  a r e  
a s  h u m a n  a n d  f l a w e d  a s  m a n y  o f  th e  p a r e n t s ,  m a k in g  f u n  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  
d o n ’t  d e s e r v e  it, d o in g  p e t ty  c r im e s ,  a n d  g e t t in g  w a s te d .  T h e y  j u s t  d o n ’t  
h a v e  j o b s  o r  h o u s e s  th e y  n e e d  to  m a in ta in  f o r  a p p e a r a n c e s .

T h e  w o r l d  i s  c o m p l i c a t e d .  S u b u r b i a  r u n s  t h e  t i g h t r o p e  b e t w e e n  
e x p l o i t a t i o n  a n d  s e n s i t i v e  t e e n  p o r t r a y a l .  O n e  k i d  r u n s  a w a y  b e c a u s e

h i s  d a d  is  g a y ,  a n o t h e r  b e c a u s e  h i s  s t e p d a d  is  a  b l a c k  c o p .  E v e n  i n  th e  
‘8 0 s ,  t h a t  s e e m e d  a w k w a r d  a n d  d u m b .  B u t  th e n  th e  b l a c k  c o p  b e c o m e s  
t h e  m o s t  s e n s ib le ,  p o s i t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  i n  t h e  f i lm .  A n o t h e r  t i m e ,  a  g i r l  i s  
a t t a c k e d  a n d  s h a m e d  a t  a  s h o w  w i t h  h e r  c l o th e s  r i p p e d  o f f  a n d  e v e r y o n e  
s c r e a m in g  a t  h e r ,  a  d u m b  d r iv e - in  m o v i e  c l i c h e .  L a t e r  i n  t h e  f i lm ,  th e  
r u n a w a y s  g a l l a n t ly  f ig h t  b a c k  a g a in s t  a  d a d  w h o  s e x u a l ly  a b u s e d  o n e  
o f  t h e  g i r l s .  T h e  g r e a t  R o g e r  C o r m a n  p a i d  f o r  h a l f  o f  t h e  f i lm .  H e  l o v e d  
a r t i s t i c  f o r e i g n  f i lm s ,  b u t  m a d e  h u n d r e d s  o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n  f i l m s  w i th  
s h o c k  v a l u e s ,  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h a t  d o u b le  l i f e  s h o w s  u p  h e r e .  C o r m a n  
w a s  a l s o  t h e  o n ly  p r o d u c e r  i n  t h e  U .S .  w i t h  r e a l  m o n e y  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  
t o  g iv e  w o m e n  j o b s  a s  w r i t e r s  a n d  d i r e c to r s  o n  a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s ,  a n d  
S p h e e r i s  w a s  r i g h t l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  t a l e n t e d  f i lm m a k e r .

A s  m o s t  p u n k  f i c t i o n  f i l m s  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  S u b u r b i a  c a p t u r e s  s o m e  
g r e a t  b a n d  p e r f o r m a n c e s  w i t h  b e t t e r - t h a n - u s u a l  i m a g e  a n d  s o u n d .  
T h i s  t i m e  i t ’s  T .S .O .L . ,  T h e  V a n d a l s ,  a n d  D . I .  i n  l i v e  “ s h o w s ”  m a d e  
f o r  t h e  m o v i e  t h a t  a r e  g r e a t .

T a r g e t  V i d e o
T a r g e t  V id e o — s t a r t e d  i n  1 9 7 7  i n  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  b y  v i d e o  a r t i s t  J o e  

R e e s  a n d  c o - f o u n d e r s  J i l l  H o f f m a n  a n d  J a c k i e  S h a r p  to  m a k e  a  “ n e w  
t y p e  o f  t e l e v i s i o n ” — c a p t u r e d  a r t i s t s  a n d  b a n d s  o n  v i d e o t a p e ,  w h i c h  
p r o b a b l y  f e l t  m o r e  p u n k  a n d  D I Y  t h a n  f i l m  a t  t h e  t i m e .  T h e  f o o ta g e  
w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  f o r  a  s h o w  o n  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  T V  a n d  l a t e r  b e c a m e  a  
l o n g  r e l e a s e  o f  V H S  t a p e s .  T h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  v i d e o s  m a d e  b y  T a r g e t  
i s  e s s e n t i a l .  W h i l e  m o s t l y  p e r f o r m a n c e s ,  t h e i r  s e r i e s  o f  t a p e  r e l e a s e s  
a r e  a  b e d r o c k  d o c u m e n t  o f  p u n k  b a n d s  o f  t h e  ‘7 0 s  a n d  ‘8 0 s  a c r o s s  a  
p r e t t y  w i d e  s p e c t r u m  o f  w h a t  “ p u n k ”  s t o o d  f o r  in  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s .  Y o u  
h a v e  t h e  l i g h t e r  s t u f f  t h a t  I ’m  a l w a y s  s u r p r i s e d  i s  c a l l e d  p u n k  w h e n  
i t ’s  s o f t  r o c k ,  b u t  I  d o  c o n n e c t  w i t h  t h e  e t h o s  a n d  t h e  a r t i s t i c  D I Y  s ty l e  
o f  t h o s e  b a n d s .  Y o u  h a v e  t h e  i n t e n s e  h a r d c o r e  a t  t h e  o t h e r  e n d  o f  t h e  
p u n k  s p i r i t  a n d  a  w h o l e  l o t  o f  f a s c i n a t i n g  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  i n  b e t w e e n .

T a r g e t  c a u g h t  g r e a t  l i v e  p e r f o r m a n c e s  a n d  a l s o  h a d  b a n d s  p l a y  in  
t h e i r  s t u d io  w i t h  s o l i d  r e c o r d i n g  e q u i p m e n t .  E a c h  t a p e  f e l t  s o  u r g e n t  
t h a t  e v e n  t h e  t r a i l e r s  a t  t h e  e n d  w e r e  h i n t s  o f  g o l d  y o u  h a d  t o  s e a r c h  
o u t ,  w h i c h  i s  h o p e f u l l y  e a s i e r  n o w  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r n e t .  T a r g e t  a l s o  h a d  
a  g r e a t  k n a c k  f o r  c a p t u r i n g  t h e  u n i q u e  m o m e n t s :  CRIME PLAYING IN 
SAN  QUENTIN PRISON (IT’S  ONE THING WHEN IT’S A FAM OUS COUNTRY 
SINGER AND SOMETHING ELSE WHEN IT’S AN UNDERGROUND PUNK BAND 
IN COP UNIFORMS AND SU N G LA SSES), a  n e w s  r e p o r t  a b o u t  J e l l o  B i a f r a  
r u n n i n g  f o r  m a y o r ,  T h e  M u t a n t s  d o i n g  a  f r e e  s h o w  f o r  d e a f  k id s ,  
a r t - r o b o t  d e s t r u c t i o n  b y  S u r v i v a l  R e s e a r c h  L a b o r a t o r i e s ,  a n d  T h e  
S c r e a m e r s ,  w h o  w a n t e d  t o  m a k e  v i d e o s  n o t  r e c o r d s .  A n d  t h e n  t h e r e  
i s  t h i s  v i d e o . . . .

U r b a n  S t r u g g l e  ( 1 9 8 1 )
S h o r t ,  b l a c k - a n d - w h i t e  1 6 m m  d o c  a b o u t  l e g e n d a r y  c l u b  T h e  

C u c k o o ’s  N e s t  s o u t h  o f  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  w h e r e  O r a n g e  C o u n t y  b e a c h  
p u n k s  s h o w e d  u p  t o  p a r t y ,  m u c h  t o  t h e  d i s m a y  o f  t h e  c o w b o y  b a r  
n e x t  d o o r .  I n c r e d i b l e  l i v e  f o o t a g e  a n d  i n t e r v i e w s  f r o m  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  
i n v o l v e d ,  f r o m  t h e  o w n e r  t o  t h e  e a r l y  b a n d s  a n d  t h e  f a n s ,  e x p l o r i n g  
t h e  s c e n e  a n d  t h e  v i o l e n t  r e d n e c k s .  N o t  l o n g  e n o u g h ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  a  
f o l l o w - u p  d o c  i n  t h e  l a s t  t e n  y e a r s  ( s e e  l a t e r  i n  t h i s  g u id e ) .  T h i s  s h o r t  
i s  j u s t  a s  r a w  a n d ,  o n  t h e  h e e l s  o f  D e c l in e ,  a  p e r f e c t  c o m p a n i o n  p i e c e .  
“ T h e  h i p p i e s ,  I  d o n ’t  t h i n k  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e d  i n  l o v e  t h a t  m u c h ,  a n d  
I  d o n ’t  t h i n k  t h e  p u n k s  b e l i e v e  i n  h a t e  t h a t  m u c h . . . ”  - J e r r y  R o a c h ,  
c l u b  o w n e r

T h e r e ’s  a  f e a t u r e  d o c  f o l l o w - u p  c a l l e d  C l o c k w o r k  O r a n g e  
C o u n t y  ( 2 0 1 2 ) ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  s p r e a d s  o u t  b e y o n d  t h e  c l u b  t o  p r o f i l e  
p u n k  c u l t u r e  a n d  b a n d s  i n  O r a n g e  C o u n t y  a n d  t h e  b e a c h e s .  L o t s  
o f  t a l k i n g  h e a d s ,  b u t  p l e n t y  o f  t h e  r i g h t  f o l k s  a n d  t h e  s t o r i e s  a r e  
f a n t a s t i c ;  g r e a t  i n s i g h t .
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W ire — O n  t h e  B o x  ( L i v e  a t  R o c k p a l a s t  1 9 7 9 )
N o t  a  d o c  s o  m u c h  a s  a  w e l l - p r o d u c e d  T V  s h o w  a n d  lo n g  

in t e r v ie w ,  b u t  e s s e n t i a l .  R o c k p a l a s t  w a s  s t a r t e d  in  1 9 7 4  a n d  is  s t i l l  a  
G e r m a n  T V  s h o w  w i t h  a l l  k in d s  o f  r o c k  a n d  j a z z  b a n d s  p e r f o r m i n g .  
T h i s  e p i s o d e  c a p t u r e s  W i r e  a t  b l a z i n g  s p e e d ,  a l r e a d y  w i t h  s o m e  f a m e  
a n d  n o t o r i e t y  ( “ W e  d o n ’t  t a k e  r e q u e s t s . ” ) .  T h e  l i v e  v e r s i o n s  a r e  m u c h  
d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h e  r e c o r d e d  v e r s io n s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b u t  t h e y ’r e  s o  t i g h t  a n d  
e n e r g e t i c  t h a t  y o u  g e t  s o m e t h i n g  s p e c i a l .  A s  m u c h  a s  I  l o v e  a  m e s s e d -  
u p  v id e o  im a g e  a n d  s t a r k  s o u n d ,  e v e r y  o n c e  in  a  w h i l e  y o u ’d  l i k e  t h e  
t i m e  t r a v e l  t r e a s u r e  h u n t  to  r e s u l t  in  s o m e  p e r f e c t  i m a g e ,  s o u n d ,  a n d  
e d i t in g .  A n d  th e n  t h e  b a n d  is  a m a z i n g  to o !  M a k e s  m e  c ry .

X :  T h e  U n h e a r d  M u s i c  ( 1 9 8 6 )
G r e a t  f i l m m a k i n g  f o l l o w s  th e  l o v a b l e  X  a s  t h e y  r e l e a s e  t h e i r  

n e w  a l b u m  U n d e r  th e  B ig  B la c k  S u n . R e f l e c t  o n  th e  p a s t  a n d  e n j o y  th e  
p r e s e n t .  W a y  m o r e  v ib r a n t  th a n  th e  u s u a l  d o c  a b o u t  a  b a n d ,  th i s  f i lm  is  
in v e n tiv e .  O n e  s e q u e n c e  o f  o ld  p u n k  p h o to s  a r e  s c a n n e d  d u r in g  o n e  s o n g . 
“ T h e  U n h e a r d  M u s i c ”  p la y s  o v e r  a n  in c r e d ib l e  s e q u e n c e  o f  a  h o u s e  b e i n g  
m o v e d  b y  a  s e m i  t h r o u g h  th e  s t r e e ts  o f  L .A .  la te  a t  n ig h t .  T h e  f i lm m a k e r s  
s e t  u p  c a m e r a s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  s t r e e t  c o m e r s  a n d  in s id e  th e  h o u s e  i t s e lf ,  
s ta r in g  o u t  th e  w in d o w s  a s  t h e  c i ty  c r e e p s  b y . D e lv in g  in to  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  
i t  a l l ,  X  th e  d o c u m e n ta r y  o b s e r v e s  th e  o f te n  r id i c u lo u s  m u s ic  in d u s try .

M a y b e  i t ’s  n o t  a  s u r p r i s e ;  t h e  f i l m  is  m o r e  c o h e s i v e  t h a n  u s u a l ,  
a s  X  w a s  o l d e r  a n d  s e e m e d  to  h a v e  t h e i r  s h i t  t o g e t h e r  c o m p a r e d  to  
y o u n g e r ,  w i l d e r  b a n d s  in  t h e  s c e n e .  W e  s e e  X  in  t h e i r  o w n  h o u s e s ,  
g iv i n g  a  p e e k  in t o  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  L i v e  s h o w s  a r e  c o v e r e d  w i th  
a c tu a l  g o o d  s o u n d  a n d  l i g h t in g .  T h e r e ’s  a l s o  a  n i c e  a c o u s t i c  r e n d i t i o n  
o f  a  H a n k  W i l l i a m s  s o n g  b y  E x e n e  a n d  D o e .  B i l l y  Z o o m  g e t s  d e e p  
a b o u t  s c o o te r s .  B o n e b r a k e  d o e s  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  d i s p l a y  o f  h o w  t o  k e e p  
a  b e a t  w i t h  a l l  f o u r  e x t r e m i t i e s .  I t ’s  g o o d  t o  h a v e  a  h a p p y  d o c  a b o u t  a  
b a n d  in  t h e  m i x ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  th e  r e s t  o f  u s  t o  b e  c r e a t iv e .

P U N K ’ S N O T  D E A D

W e m a d e  i t  p a s t  R e a g a n !
F ilm s  m a d e  in  t h e  ‘9 0 s  a n d  b e y o n d ,  a b o u t  w h a t  w a s  h a p p e n in g  r i g h t  in  
f r o n t  o f  t h e  c a m e ra .

B e t t e r  T h a n  S o m e t h i n g  ( 2 0 1 1 )
J a y  R e a t a r d  e m b o d i e d  a  p u r e  p u n k  s p i r i t .  G r o w i n g  u p  p o o r  in  

M e m p h i s ,  h e  w a s  a n  o u t s i d e r  w h o  t o o k  h i s  b a n d  n a m e  f r o m  w h a t  
b u l l i e s  c a l l e d  h i m ,  r e c o r d e d  h i s  f i r s t  s o n g s  o n  a  4 - t r a c k  w i t h  o n e  t r a c k  
b r o k e n ,  p l a y i n g  g u i t a r  a n d  h i t t i n g  p l a s t i c  p a i l s  ‘c a u s e  h e  c o u l d n ’t  
a f f o r d  d n i m s .  H e  n e v e r  p r a i s e d  h i m s e l f  e v e n  th o u g h  h e  h a d  a  h u g e  
o u t p u t  o f  m u s i c  a n d  b a n d s  w i t h  a n  i n c r e d i b l y  c o n s i s t e n t  h i g h  q u a l i t y  
o f  r a g e  a n d  r i f f s .  H e  a l s o  f u c k e d  u p  a  lo t ,  b r o k e  f r i e n d s h i p s  a s  m u c h  
a s  e q u i p m e n t ,  a n d  d i e d  m u c h  t o o  y o u n g .  T h i s  d o c u m e n t a r y  is  a l m o s t  
a l l  h i m  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  h i s  m u s i c  a n d  l i f e .  I t ’s  f u n — w i t h  c r a z y  s to r i e s  
p l u s  o l d  f o o t a g e — b u t  a l s o  i n s i g h t f u l  a b o u t  w h a t  d r iv e s  u s  to  c r e a t e  
a n d  c a r e  a b o u t  m u s i c .

T h e  D e c l i n e  o f  W e s te r n  C iv i l i z a t i o n  7 / 7 ( 1 9 9 8 )
S i n c e  t h e  s e c o n d  f i l m 'i n  t h e  D e c l i n e  s e r i e s  w a s  a b o u t  m e ta l ,  t h i s  

f e e l s  l i k e  t h e  t r u e  f o l l o w - u p  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  b o t h  m a d e  b y  P e n e l o p e  
S p h e e r i s .  T h i s  t im e ,  i t ’s  a  m u c h  d i f f e r e n t  s t r u c t u r e ,  w i t h  m o r e  t i m e  
d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  f a p s .  T h e  L .A .  p u n k  s c e n e  w a s  t w e n t y  y e a r s  in  a t  t h a t  
p o i n t ,  a n d  a  n e w  g e n e r a t i o n  e m b r a c e d  i t  a s  a  t e s t e d  w a y  o f  l i f e .  B u t  
l i f e  o n  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  H o l l y w o o d  d i d n ’t  g e t  e a s i e r .  W h i l e  t h e  w o r l d  
a d v a n c e s  in  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  t o l e r a n c e ,  p l e n t y  o f  y o u n g  a d u l t s  a r e  s t i l l  
o n  t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  s o c i e t y  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  b e i n g  h o m e le s s .  T h e r e  a r e  
f e w e r  b a n d s  t h i s  t i m e  a n d  t h e y ’r e  g o o d ,  b u t  t h e  m o v i e ’s  m o r e  a b o u t  
a d a p t i n g  p u n k  t o  t h e i r  m o d e m  l i v e s .  P u n k  h a s  a l w a y s  c o m e  f r o m  
d e s p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  d i d  a n y o n e  r e a l l y  e x p e c t  i t  t o  l a s t ?  S p h e e r i s  e x p l o r e s



A n  a m a z i n g  g o o d  t i m e  a s  t e e n  g i r l s  i n  1 9 8 0 s  

S w e d e n  t e l l  e v e r y o n e  w i t h  n o r m a l  h a i r  a n d  

c l o t h e s  t o  f u c k  o f f ,  a n d  t h e n  s t a r t  a  b a n d  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  c a n ' t  p l a y  a n d  n o  o n e  w a n t s  t o

W e  A r e  t h e  B e s t !

p u n k  i d e a l s  a n d  c h a n g i n g  t i m e s  i n  n e w  in t e r v i e w s  w i t h  F l e a ,  K e i t h  
M o r r i s ,  a n d  R i c k  W i ld e r  f r o m  t h e  M a u  M a u s .

F u g a z i :  I n s t r u m e n t  ( 1 9 9 8 )
I t ’s  h a r d  t o  m a k e  a  d o c  a b o u t  a  b a n d ;  i t  h e l p s  to  f i lm  o n e  f o r  

t e n  y e a r s .  I n s t r u m e n t  s h o w s  w h a t  a n  a m a z i n g  d o c u m e n t a r y  a b o u t  a  
g r e a t  b a n d  c a n  b e — a s  e x c i t i n g  a n d  a r t i s t i c  a s  t h e  b a n d  is .  A  s o l i d  m i x  
o f  h e r e ’s - w h a t - h a p p e n e d  s to r i e s  a l o n g  w i th  b e a u t i f u l  f i l m  a n d  v id e o  
f o o ta g e  o f  l i v e  s h o w s  a c r o s s  t h e  y e a r s .  F i l m m a k e r  J e m  C o h e n  is  a l s o  
f r o m  D C  a n d  h a s  b e e n  l i f e l o n g  f r i e n d s  w i t h  t h e  b a n d ,  s o  t h e r e ’s  t h a t  
i n h e r e n t  t r u s t  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  h a r d  t o  g e t  f r o m  a n  o u t s i d e r  d r o p p i n g  in  
w i th  a  c a m e r a .  T h i s  f e e l s  l i k e  f a m i ly .  J e m ’s  s t y l e  o f  d r e a m y  s t r e e t  
p h o t o g r a p h y  f i t s  p e r f e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  b a n d .

F u g a z i  w a l k e d  t h e  w a l k ,  d o i n g  b e n e f i t s ,  k e e p i n g  s h o w s  a f f o r d a b l e ,  
a n d  s t a y i n g  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  s o n g w r i t i n g .  J u s t  t h e  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  b a n d  
in  o u r  l i f e t i m e .  A n d  t h e r e  a r e  p l e n t y  o f  h u m a n  m o m e n t s  a n d  la u g h s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  f i lm ;  p e o p l e  e x p e c t  t h e m  t o  b e  m o n k s  o r  s o m e t h in g .  
B u t  a s  I a n  s a y s ,  “ F u g a z i  i s  a b o u t  b e i n g  a  b a n d . ”

H y p e ! ( 1 9 9 6 )
N o w  is  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  t i m e  t o  r e - w a tc h  D o u g  P r a y ’s  l a n d m a r k  f i lm  

a b o u t  th e  S e a t t l e  s c e n e .  I t ’s  g o o d  t o  r e m e m b e r  th e  ‘9 0 s  p o p  c u l tu r e  
i n s a n i ty  o f  t h e  g r u n g e  e r a  a l s o  i n c lu d e s  a  l o t  o f  g r e a t  p u n k  b a n d s  
t h a t  s t a r t e d  in  th e  ‘8 0 s .  E v e r y o n e  in  S e a t t l e  w a s  w e l l  a w a r e  o f  th e  
i m p e n d in g  d o o m  th e  m u s i c  i n d u s t r y  b r in g s — a n d  d id  u n l e a s h — o n  a n y  
b a n d  th a t  w a s  s im p l y  f r o m  th e  a r e a ,  t o  th e  p o i n t  w h e r e  th e  c i ty  n a m e  
w a s  o n  th e  m a g a z in e  c o v e r  w i t h o u t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  b a n d  n a m e s .  E d d ie  
V e d d e r  a d m i t s  s o  m u c h  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s  th e y  g o t  s h o u l d ’v e  i n c lu d e d  
m a n y  im p o r t a n t  b a n d s  t h a t  c a m e  b e f o r e  th e m .  B u t  w e  c a n ’t  c o n t r o l  
m a jo r  la b e l s ,  m u c h  le s s  w h a t  p e o p l e  w i l l  b u y .  A n y w a y ,  t h e  d o c  is  f u n  
a n d  r e m in d e d  m e  o f  a  lo t  o f  b a n d s  I  l i k e d  b e y o n d  T h e  M e lv i n s  a n d  
N i r v a n a .  P lu s ,  i t  s h o w s  th e  r e a l  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  c o o l  p e o p l e  t h a t  h a v e  
a l w a y s  b e e n  th e r e ,  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r ld  c a re s .

K id s  ( 1 9 9 5 )
T h a t  t h i s  f i lm  w a s  s o  s h o c k i n g  w h e n  i t  c a m e  o u t  w a s  s t r a n g e  

th e n .  I t  d e f i n i t e ly  c a p t u r e s  s e r i o u s  i s s u e s  i n  a  r e a l i s t i c  w a y ,  b u t  w e  a l l  
k n e w  ( o r  w e r e )  t h e s e  k i n d s  o f  k id s ,  f r o m  e v e r y  g e n e r a t i o n .  F u c k i n g  
a r o u n d ,  g e t t i n g  w a s t e d ,  s k a t i n g . . .  T h e  m u s i c  w o u l d  c h a n g e  a  b i t  w i t h  
t h e  t i m e s ,  t h e  c l o t h e s ,  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  w h e e l s ,  b u t  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  d r a m a  
o f  w a s t e d  y o u t h  r a n g  t h e  s a m e  b e l l  f r o m  t h e  ‘4 0 s  o n .  F i l m s  g o t  b e t t e r  
o v e r  t h e  d e c a d e s — o r  m a y b e  m o r e  r e a l i s t i c  w i th  l e s s  c e n s o r s h i p  
h o l d i n g  t h e m  b a c k — a t  p o r t r a y i n g  s o - c a l l e d  j u v e n i l e  d e l i n q u e n t s  t o  
w h e r e  i t  f e l t  m o r e  l i k e  a  h o m e  m o v i e :  h a n d h e l d  c a m e r a ,  m o r e  n a t u r a l  
d i a lo g u e ,  e t  c e t e r a .  P u n k  f i c t i o n  m o v i e s  a l w a y s  s e e m  t o  h a v e  n o n ­
a c t o r s  i n v o l v e d  a n d  a r e  i n s p i r e d  b y  r e a l  e v e n t s .  I  t h i n k  t h a t ’s  o n e  o f  t h e  
b e s t  t h i n g s  a b o u t  t h e m :  t h e  h o n e s ty .  P lu s ,  t h e y  a l w a y s  h a v e  r e v i e w s  
o r  r e a l l y  h i l a r i o u s  T V  n e w s  c o v e r a g e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  
s h o w i n g  t h e m  in  t h e a t e r s .  F r o m  th e  e d g y  m i n d s  o f  H a r m o n y  K o r in e  
a n d  L a r r y  C la r k ,  K id s  n o w  r i d e s  t h e  l i n e  o f  t i m e  c a p s u l e  a n d  m o d e m  
d r u g  s c a r e  f i lm ,  in  a  g o o d  w a y ,  a n d  i t  s t i l l  f e e l s  v i t a l  a n d  a l iv e .  I t  a l s o  
h a s  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  c l i c h e  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  f l i c k s  d o ,  w h e r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  
n o n - a c t o r s  f a c e d  t r a g e d y  i n  t h e  r e a l  w o r ld .

K u r t  C o b a i n :  A b o u t  a  S o n  ( 2 0 0 6 )
O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  a  t o n  o f  f i l m s  a b o u t  N i r v a n a .  H o w e v e r ,  I 

w o u l d  g u e s s  K u r t  m i g h t  l i k e  t h i s  o n e .  A l l  t h e  a u d i o  is  f r o m  M i c h a e l

A z e r r a d ’s  t a p e d  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  K u r t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  h i s  l i f e  o v e r  
n e w l y  f i l m e d  f o o ta g e  o f  a l l  t h e  p l a c e s  h e  l i v e d  a n d  t a l k s  a b o u t .  I t ’s  a  
b e a u t i f u l ,  p e r s o n a l  p o r t r a i t  t h a t  g e t s  to  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  r e a l  p e r s o n .

T h e  P u n k  S i n g e r  ( 2 0 1 3 )
T h e  l i f e  a n d  t i m e s  o f  ‘9 0 s  p u n k  i c o n  K a t h l e e n  H a n n a ,  f r o m  h e r  

o u t s p o k e n  d a y s  in  B ik i n i  K i l l  a n d  L e  T i g r e ,  to  h e r  c u r r e n t  f i g h t  w i t h  
L y m e  d i s e a s e  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  b e  c r e a t i v e  a n d  p o s i t i v e .  P u n k  h a s  
h a d  a  n u m b e r  o f  s t r o n g  f e m a l e  m u s i c i a n s  t o  l o o k  u p  to ,  b u t  i t ’s  s t i l l  
n o t  e n o u g h  in  a n y  m u s i c  s c e n e ,  a s  m e a t h e a d s  a l w a y s  s e e m  to  t a k e  
o v e r .  H a n n a  h a s  b e e n  a  r o l e  m o d e l  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  r e a s o n s — n o t  o u t  o f  
e g o  o r  m o n e y ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  s h e  is  s m a r t  a n d  t a l e n t e d .  Y o u  w i s h  t h a t  
w e r e  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  e v e r y  m u s i c i a n — i t  i s  p o s s i b l e .  T h e  d o c  is  a  f u n  
r i d e ,  b u t  w h e n  s h e ’s  h i t  w i t h  th e  d i s e a s e ,  i t ’s  y e t  a n o t h e r  h u r d l e  o f  
b u l l y  s o c i e t y  to  l e a p  o v e r .  F e w  c o u l d  d o  i t  t h e  w a y  H a n n a  d o e s .

T h e  P u n k  S y n d r o m e  ( 2 0 1 2 )
D o c  a b o u t  a  o n e - o f - a - k i n d  p u n k  b a n d ,  P e r t h  K u r i k a n  N i m i p a i v a t  

f r o m  F i n l a n d ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  m u s i c i a n s  w h o  
m e t  in  2 0 0 9  in  a  s o c i a l  w o r k s h o p  f o r  a d u l t s .  T h e  f i l m  f o l l o w s  th e  
b a n d  a s  t h e y  t r y  to  s t a y  t o g e t h e r  t h r o u g h  c r e a t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a n d  
c o m p e t e  in  a  n a t i o n a l  b a t t l e  o f  t h e  b a n d s  m a d e  f o r  T V . U p l i f t i n g  a n d  
n e v e r  c h e e s y ,  j u s t  t o t a l l y  s i n c e r e  a s  t h e y  s in g  a b o u t  j u s t  w a n t i n g  to  
b e  t r e a t e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t — w h i l e  b a n g i n g  o u t  c a t c h y  p u n k  r o c k .  BANOS 
ARE FAM ILIES AND SOM ETIM ES IT GETS D EEPER THAN BLOOD.

P u s s y  R i o t :  A  P u n k  P r a y e r  ( 2 0 1 3 )
A g a in ,  w h e n  w e  s e e  t r u e  p u n k  r o c k  i n  a n o t h e r  c o u n t r y ,  w e  g e t  

a  t a s t e  o f  w h a t  t h e  m u s i c  a n d  t h e  m e s s a g e  c a n  r e a l l y  d o .  W e ‘r e  
a l s o  r e m i n d e d  o f  h o w  f u c k e d  a  b a d  g o v e r n m e n t  c a n  b e .  W h e n  th e  
a c t i v i s t  b a n d  P u s s y  R i o t  p u t s  o n  a  p o l i t i c a l  p e r f o r m a n c e  in s id e  a  
c h u r c h  in  t h e i r  h o m e l a n d  R u s s i a ,  t h e  c l a m p s  r e a l l y  c o m e  d o w n  a s  
t h e y  g e t  a r r e s t e d .  T h e  d o c  f o l l o w s  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  g r o u p ,  t h e i r  
p e r f o r m a n c e s ,  a n d  t r i a l ,  a s  t h e  w o m e n  f a c e  s e v e n  y e a r s  in  a  v i c io u s  
p r i s o n  c a m p — f o r  s a y i n g  th e  c h u r c h  is  b a d .  S c a r y  a n d  i n t e n s e .

W e A r e  t h e  B e s t !  ( 2 0 1 3 )
A n  a m a z i n g  g o o d  t i m e  a s  t e e n  g i r l s  in  19 8 0 s  S w e d e n  t e l l  e v e r y o n e  

w i t h  n o r m a l  h a i r  a n d  c l o t h e s  t o  f u c k  o f f ,  a n d  th e n  s t a r t  a  b a n d  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  c a n ’t  p l a y  a n d  n o  o n e  w a n t s  t o  h e a r  t h e m .  W h a t ’s  g r e a t  i s  t h e i r  
p a r e n t s  a r e  a c t u a l l y  s u p p o r t i v e — i t ’s  o t h e r  k i d s  t h a t  s u c k .  H i l a r io u s  
f u n  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  v i e w i n g  i f  y o u  h a v e  a  k i d  in  m i d d l e  
s c h o o l .  T h e i r  m a i n  s o n g  is  c a l l e d  “ H a te  t h e  S p o r t ! ”

L O O K  B A C K  IN  A N G E R

N e w e r  d o c u m e n ta r i e s  d e a l i n g  w i th  t h e  p a s t  

T h e  A l l i n s  ( 2 0 1 7 )
T o  G G  A l l i n ’s  m o m ,  h e  w a s  j u s t  K e v in .  T h i s  i s  a  l o o k — f in a l ly —  j 

a t  t h e  n o t o r i o u s  p u n k  ic o n  t h a t  g e t s  p a s t  t h e  b u l l s h i t  s h o c k  a n d  a w e  
t o  w h a t  r e a l l y  f l i c k e d  h i m  u p .  W i th  s o  m a n y  o f  o u r  “ b i g ”  n a m e s  
in  p u n k  r o c k — S id ,  D a r b y ,  T h u n d e r s ,  D e e  D e e ,  e t  c e t e r a — YOU 
FEEL OUR SCENE W A S THE START OF FIGHTING BACK FOR SOMEONE 
MARGINALIZED AND IS POSITIVE. YET THEY STILL GET SUCKED UP IN THE 
CHARACTER THEY CREATED AND IT EA TS THEM ALIVE WITH INCREDIBLE 
SPE ED . G G  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  a  t a l e n t e d  s i n g e r  a n d  s t a g e  p e r f o r m e r ,



T H E  P U N K  S I N G E R

b u t  h e  w a s  t o o  f a r  g o n e  f r o m  t h e  s t a r t ,  d e s t r o y e d  b y  a n  e v i l  f a t h e r  
b e y o n d  w h a t  y o u  c o u l d  e x p e c t .  T h i s  d o c  g e t s  t o  t h e  r e a l  s t o r y  f r o m  
th e  m o t h e r ,  w h o  t r u l y  w i s h e s  t h i n g s  w e r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  a n d  f r o m  o l d e r  
b r o t h e r  M e r l e .  A s  h e  e m b r a c e s  t h e  n o t o r i e t y  a n d  f a n s ,  M e r l e  f in d s  
a n  u n u s u a l  e x i s t e n c e  o f  l i v in g  o f f  t h e  f a m e  a n d  t h e  s t r a n g e  k n i c k -  
k n a c k s  h e  s e l l s  t o  p a y  t h e  b i l l s .  A l l  t h e  w h i l e ,  h e  h a s  a  l o v e  f o r  h i s  
l o s t  b r o t h e r  t h a t  b r i n g s  t h e  c o m p l i c a t e d  w o r l d  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e .

A m e r i c a n  H a r d c o r e  ( 2 0 0 6 )
W h a m ,  b a m — b a m ,  b a m ,  b a m !  A  t r e a s u r e  t r o v e  o f  o l d  f o o t a g e  

f r o m  b i g  a n d  s m a l l  n a m e s ,  w i t h  s o m e  g o o d  in s i g h t s  f r o m  p l a y e r s  
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  e m o t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  i n t e n s e  e n e rg y .  A l th o u g h  
th e r e  a r e  s o m e  b a n d s  a n d  f o lk s  o d d l y  m i s s i n g  h e r e — m a y b e  d u e  
to  i n f i g h t in g — th i s  w i l l  s a t i s f y  y o u r  h a r d c o r e  f ix  m o r e  t h a n  a  m i x  
t a p e .  I t ’s  m o r e  f u n  t o  s e e  t h e  p e o p l e  g o  n u t s .

B a d  B r a i n s :  A  B a n d  i n  D .C .  ( 2 0 1 2 )
Y o u  c o u l d  e a s i l y  s a y  B a d  B r a i n s  w a s  a s  i n f l u e n t i a l  a s  a n y  o f  

t h e  b i g g e s t  n a m e s  i n  p u n k ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  k i d s  in  t h e  a u d i e n c e  a n d  
d e f i n i t e ly  to  o t h e r  b a n d s .  P r e s e n t  a t  t h e  v e r y  s t a r t ,  f e r o c i o u s  y e t  
m o r e  m u s i c a l l y  a d e p t  th a n  o t h e r s ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e i r  d i v e r s i t y  t o  t h e  
m u s i c — n o t  j u s t  t h e  s t a g e — a s  th e y  p l a y e d  r e g g a e  in  e q u a l  a m o u n t s  
a s  h a r d c o r e .  I f  y o u  d o n ’t  k n o w  t h e  l e g e n d  b e h i n d  l e a d  s i n g e r  H .R . ,  
th i s  d o c  is  a  s t a r t ,  w i th  i n c r e d i b l e  a r c h i v e  f o o t a g e  a n d  s t o r i e s  f r o m  
th e  r e s t  o f  t h e  b a n d  m e m b e r s  a b o u t  t h e  r o l l e r  c o a s t e r  o f  b e i n g  a  
u n iq u e  b a n d ,  b u t  n e v e r  q u i t e  c r o s s i n g  o v e r  to  b e i n g  a  s u c c e s s .  
T h e  o n ly  p r o b l e m  i s  H .R .  d o e s n ’t  r e a l l y  w a n t  h i s  l i f e  s t o r y  to l d ,  
a n d  t h e  f i l m  f o c u s e s  t o o  m u c h  o n  t h e  r e a l i t y  s h o w  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  
s to ry ,  d r o p p i n g  in  a n d  g r a b b i n g  m o m e n t s ,  w h e n  t h e r e ’s  m o r e  o f  a  
m e s s a g e  t h e  b a n d  c o u l d  g e t  a c r o s s .  A t  l e a s t  t h e  f i l m  d o e s n ’t  g l o r i f y  
th e  s e v e r e  d e s t r u c t i v e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h i n ,  j u s t  o b s e r v e s  t h e m .  T h e  
b r ie f ,  a m a z i n g  c r e a t i v i t y  o f  t h e  b a n d  is  t h e  p a r t  t o  c e l e b r a t e .

B o n e s  B r i g a d e :  A n  A u t o b i o g r a p h y  ( 2 0 1 2 )
W h i l e  t h e  D o g t o w n  c r e w  s t a r t e d  s o  m a n y  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g s  in  

th e  s k a t e  w o r l d ,  t h e y  w e r e  t h e  e x c e s s  r o c k ’n ’r o l l  e r a  t o  t h e  m o r e  
D I Y  p u n k  e r a  o f  t h e  B o n e s  B r i g a d e  c r e w .  W h i l e  t h e  o l d e r  g u y s  w e r e

c r a s h i n g  a n d  b u r n i n g ,  t h e  n e w  t e e n s  o n  th e  b o a r d  w e r e  r e i n v e n t i n g  
s k a t i n g  w i t h  h u m i l i t y  a n d  c h i l d l i k e  e n t h u s i a s m .  T h e  k i d s  w e r e  
S t e v e  C a b a l l e r o ,  T o m m y  G u e r r e r o ,  T o n y  H a w k ,  M i k e  M c G i l l ,  
L a n c e  M o u n t a i n ,  a n d  R o d n e y  M u l l e n .  T h e y  w e r e  l e d  b y  t h e  o l d e r  
S t a c y  P e r a l t a ,  w h o  a l s o  d i r e c t e d  t h i s  l o o k - b a c k  d o c .  T h e  s ty l e  i s  
a  b i t  f o r c e d  w i t h  t h e  s i t  d o w n  in t e r v i e w s ,  b u t  a l l  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  
m a k e s  i t  f u n  a n d  in s i g h t f u l  r i g h t  a w a y .  W e  g e t  t o  h e a r  a b o u t  t h e i r  
l i v e s  a n d  t h e  r e b i r t h  ( a n d  r e b i r t h  a g a in )  o f  s k a t i n g  d i r e c t  f r o m  t h e i r  
p o i n t  o f  v ie w ,  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  i d e a  o f  s k a t i n g  a s  b o t h  a r t  a n d  s p o r t ,  
a n d  h o w  m o n e y  a f f e c t e d  e v e r y t h i n g .  T h e r e ’s  a l s o  i n c r e d i b l e  o l d  
f o o t a g e ,  a n d  t h e r e ’s  e v e n  a  n i c e  r e u n i o n  b e t w e e n  P e r a l t a  a n d  o ld  
b u s i n e s s  p a r t n e r s  G e o r g e  P o w e l l ,  w h o  h a d  t h e  m e c h a n i c a l  s k i l l ,  
a n d  a r t i s t / w r i t e r / p h o t o g r a p h e r  C r a i g  S t e c y k ,  w h o  m a d e  d e s ig n s  
a n d  c o i n e d  t h e  n a m e  B o n e s  B r ig a d e .  A n d  e v e n  i f  y o u  k n o w  t h e s e  
s to r i e s ,  y o u ’v e  g o t  t o  s e e  t h e  d o c  i n  o r d e r  t o  f u l l y  r e a l i z e  t h e  n e x t  
l e v e l  t h a t  i s  R o d n e y  M u l l e n .

D o g t o w n  a n d  Z - B o y s  ( 2 0 0 1 )
T h e  f i r s t  o f  t w o  g r e a t  d o c s  o n  t h e  s t a r t  a n d  a r t  o f  s k a t e b o a r d i n g  

b y  a  g u y  w h o  w a s  t h e r e — S ta c y  P e r a l t a .  D o g t o w n  c o v e r s  t h e  f i r s t  
w a v e ,  w h i c h  w a s  m o r e  s e x ,  d r u g s ,  a n d  r o c k ’n ’r o l l — a l l  s e e m i n g l y  
f u n  u n t i l  t h e y ’r e  r e a l l l l l y  n o t .  S t a c y  h a s  g r e a t  a c c e s s  t o  e v e r y o n e  
( l e f t  a l i v e )  a n d  k i l l e r  o l d  f o o t a g e .  A n d  t h e r e ’s  n o  g l o s s y  f i l te r .  H e  
s h o w s  h o w  s o  m u c h  o f  t h e  p r o m i s e  a n d  t a l e n t  w e n t  t o  w a s t e  a t  
t i m e s .  I t ’s  e x c i t i n g  a n d  s a d  a n d  r e a l .  T h e  d o c  e s t a b l i s h e d  S t a c y  a s  a  
f i l m m a k e r ,  a n d  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a  g u y  w h o  f i l m s  t r i c k s .

t.

E n d  o f  t h e  C e n t u r y :  T h e  S t o r y  o f  t h e  R a m o n e s  ( 2 0 0 4 )
H e r e ’s  t h e  p r o o f  t h e  R a m o n e s  w e r e  f a r  m o r e  c o m p l e x  th a n  t h e  

m a i n s t r e a m  g a v e  ( h e m  c r e d i t .  M a y b e  i t  w a s  t h e  c l o t h e s ,  t h e  h a i r ,  o r  
a l l  t h e  1 - 2 - 3 - 4 ,  b u t  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  j u s t  d u m b  k i d s  w h o  
c o u l d n ’t  p l a y  n e v e r  s a t  w e l l  w i t h  m e  in  m i d d l e  s c h o o l .  T h i s  d o c  
i s  f a n t a s t i c — s o  m u c h  a r c h i v e  f o o t a g e ,  b u t  a l s o  s o m e  p e r f e c t ,  f u n ,  
a n d  i n s i g h t f u l  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  e v e r y o n e  i n v o l v e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  f a m i l y  
a n d  f r i e n d s .  J o e y  w a s  r e a l l y  s m a r t ,  J o h n n y  w a s  a l l  b u s i n e s s ,  D e e  
D e e  w a s  a c t u a l l y  t a l e n t e d ,  a n d  T o m m y  a n d  M a r k y  w e r e  i m p o r t a n t  
t o  t h e  g lu e .  I  k n e w  it .  A l l  t h e  w a r t s  a r e  h e r e ,  t o o — t h e  f i g h t in g  a n d



T h e r e  c a n  b e  a  l o t  o f  h u m a n i t y  i n s i d e  

t h e  a n g r y  h a r d c o r e ,  a n d  p e o p l e  

c a n  a c t u a l l y  l i k e  e a c h  o t h e r  w h i l e  

f i g h t i n g  t h e  s y s t e m . T h e  G o d f a t h e r s  o f  H a r d c o r e

th e  b a d  l iv in g .  THE BAND W AS AND STILL IS A BLUEPRINT FOR FUCKUPS TO 
SUCCEED ON THEIR OWN TERMS. I t ’s  c o n f u s in g  b e i n g  a t  a  b a s e b a l l  g a m e  
a n d  p e o p l e  w h o  w o u ld  b e a t  m e  u p  f o r  l i s t e n in g  to  th e  b a n d  a r e  n o w  
s c r e a m in g ,  “ H e y  h o ,  l e t ’s  g o .”  B u t ,  w h a te v e r ,  E a r th  is  a  s t r a n g e  p la c e .

T h e  F i l t h  a n d  t h e  F u r y  ( 2 0 0 0 )
A t  t h e  v e r y  l e a s t ,  THE TOTAL GENIUS OF THIS DOC IS TO HAVE THE 

BAND SPEA K  IN SILHOUETTE LIKE A W ITNESS PROTECTION PROGRAM.
P lu s ,  h o w  m a n y  d o c s  a r e  j u s t  p e o p l e  s i t t i n g  a n d  t a l k i n g ?  S o m e  s ty l e  is  
a l w a y s  a p p r e c i a t e d .  T h e  r e a l  m e a t  h e r e  is  g e t t i n g  d e e p  in t o  t h e  s to r y  
o f  t h e  S e x  P i s t o l s ,  w i t h  a l l  t h e  p l a y e r s  g iv i n g  t h e i r  m e m o r i e s  o f  w h a t  
w a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  t i m e  f o r  m u s i c  a n d  p o l i t i c s .

W h a t e v e r  y o u  t h o u g h t  y o u  k n e w ,  t h i s  f i l m  g o e s  d e e p e r .  T h e r e ’s 
a  l o t  o f  p o s i t i v i t y  c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e  i n t e n s e  t i m e s  t h e  b a n d  e x i s t e d  in ,  
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  h e a r t a c h e — f r o m  t h e  b a n d ’s  b e n e f i t  s h o w  f o r  f i r e m e n  
o n  s t r i k e ,  t o  L y d o n  b r e a k i n g  d o w n  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o  S id .

T h e  G o d f a t h e r s  o f  H a r d c o r e  ( 2 0 1 7 )
H i s t o r i c a l  p i e c e  a b o u t  A g n o s t i c  F r o n t ,  w i t h  m o r e  s u r p r i s i n g l y  

e m o t i o n a l  n o t e s  t h a n  y o u ’d  e x p e c t .  T h i s  g i v e s  y o u  t h e  u s u a l  b a n d  
h i s t o r y  v ib e  o f  s h o w  f o o ta g e ,  o l d  p h o t o s ,  a n d  w a x i n g  n o s t a l g i c ,  
w i t h  s o m e  g r e a t  h a r d c o r e  f o o t a g e  a n d  s to r ie s .  T h e r e ’s  a l s o  a n  e v e n  
f r e s h e r  s t o r y  h e r e  b e t w e e n  tw o  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  m e n  w o r k i n g  to g e t h e r  
i n  l i f e .  V in n ie  S t i g m a  is  t h e  N Y C  b o m - a n d - b r e d  s t r e e t  t o u g h  k i d  
w h o  s t i l l  l i v e s  in  t h e  s a m e  a p a r t m e n t  a l l  t h e s e  y e a r s ,  a s  c o f f e e  t a k e s  
h i s  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o v e r .  A n d  R o g e r  M i r e t  i s  t h e  C u b a n  i m m ig r a n t ,  
r i s i n g  o u t  o f  f o r c e d  p o v e r t y  a n d  o v e r c o m i n g  s o m e  w r o n g  c h o i c e s  t h a t  
s o c i e t y  d i d n ’t  e x a c t l y  h e l p  h i m  w i th .  T h e r e  c a n  b e  a  l o t  o f  h u m a n i t y  
i n s i d e  t h e  a n g r y  h a r d c o r e ,  a n d  p e o p l e  c a n  a c t u a l l y  l i k e  e a c h  o t h e r  
w h i l e  f i g h t in g  th e  s y s t e m .

J o e  S t r u m m e r :  T h e  F u t u r e  I s  U n w r i t t e n  ( 2 0 0 7 )
B r i t i s h  f i l m m a k e r  J u l i e n  T e m p le  w a s  d e e p  in  t h e  ‘7 0 s  s c e n e  th e r e  

a n d  th u s  h a s  m a d e  tw o  g r e a t  l o o k i n g - b a c k  d o c s  o n  p u n k  p i l l a r s  w h o  
w e r e  a l s o  h i s  f r i e n d s .  T h i s  o n e  g o e s  d e e p  in t o  S t r u m m e r ’s  l i f e  w h i l e  
k e e p i n g  i t  a n  a c t u a l  m o v i e  w r a p p e d  a r o u n d  a l l  t h e  r e m i n i s c i n g ,  w i t h  
c o o l  h o m e  m o v i e s  a n d  f a m i l y  p h o t o s ,  p l u s  s o m e  a m a z i n g  e a r l y  C l a s h  
f o o t a g e .  A l o n g  w i t h  S t r u m m e r ’s  o w n  v o ic e  f r o m  in t e r v i e w s  a n d  
t a l k i n g  to  o l d  f r i e n d s  w h o  p a i n t  a  c o m p l e t e  p i c t u r e ,  y o u  s e e  t h e  w o r l d  
a r o u n d  J o e  t h a t  c r e a t e d  h i m  a n d  t h a t  h e  a l s o  t r i e d  t o  b r e a k  d o w n .

S k i n h e a d  ( 2 0 1 6 )
O n e  o f  t h e  m a i n  f a c e t s  o f  p u n k — s k i n h e a d — is  c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  d e p e n d i n g  o n  w h a t  d e c a d e  a n d  c i t y  i s  b e i n g  r e f e r e n c e d .  
D i r e c t o r  D o n  L e t t s  g o e s  d e e p  in t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  a n d  l a y s  o u t  t h e  f a c t s  i n  
t h i s  g r e a t  d o c  h e  m a d e  f o r  t h e  B B C .  L e t t s  w a s  t h e r e  in  ‘7 0 s  E n g l a n d  
a s  a  y o u n g  B r i t i s h  f i l m m a k e r  a n d  o f f i c i a l  v i d e o g r a p h e r  f o r  t h e  C l a s h  
b e f o r e  h e  m a d e  a  t o n  o f  d o c s  o n  p u n k  h i s to r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  
b e t t e r  l o o k - b a c k s ,  P u n k :  A t t i t u d e  ( 2 0 0 5 ) ,  a n d  a  d o c  o n  t h e  C la s h ,  
W e s tw a y  to  t h e  W o r ld  ( 1 9 9 9 ) .

S k i n h e a d  g o e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  p e o p l e ,  p l a c e s ,  a n d  i d e a l s  a n d  b r e a k s  
d o w n  t h e  l o o k .  F a s h i o n  is  o n e  t h e  l e a s t  d i s c u s s e d  f a c e t s  o f  p u n k ,  a s  
a  s p e c i f i c  w a y  t o  s h o w  y o u  a r e  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  m i n d ,  o r  a t  t h e  v e r y  
l e a s t  a  m e m b e r  o f  a  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y .  L e t t s  f in d s  w h a t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  
t h e  l i t e r a l  s h o p  w h e r e  t h e  s k in  l o o k  s t a r t e d  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  o r ig i n a l ,  
d i v e r s e  c o m m u n i t y  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  H e  t h e n  e x p l o r e s  w h a t  h a p p e n s  
w h e n  f a s h i o n  g e t s  h i j a c k e d  f r o m  a  c u l tu r e .

S o n i c  O u t l a w s  ( 1 9 9 5 )
“ C o p y r i g h t  I n f r i n g e m e n t  I s  Y o u r  B e s t  E n t e r t a i n m e n t  V a lu e .”  

F i l m m a k e r  C r a i g  B a l d w i n  is  t h e  k i n g  o f  f o u n d  f o o ta g e  ( s e e  T r i b u l a t i o n  
9 9  l a t e r  i n  t h e  l i s t ) ,  a n d  m a d e  t h i s  f i l m  to  e x p l o r e  t h e  w o r l d  o f  u s i n g  
f o u n d  f i l m s — m u s i c  a n d  s o u n d s — to  c r e a t e  n e w  a r t .  H e  a l s o  g o e s  in t o  
t h e  w o r l d  o f  N e g a t i v l a n d ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m o r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  b a n d s  w i th i n  
s a m p l e  c u l tu r e ,  a n d  t h e i r  w e l l - p u b l i c i z e d  f i g h t  w i t h  U 2 .  W h i l e  t h a t  
s t o r y  g e t s  s e r io u s ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  h i l a r i o u s  m o m e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t .

T h e o r y  o f  O b s c u r i t y :  A  F i l m  a b o u t  T h e  R e s i d e n t s  ( 2 0 1 5 )
H o l y  s h i t— a r e  T h e  R e s i d e n t s  b a s i c a l l y  u n m a s k i n g  th e m s e l v e s ?  

F o r  t h e  f o r t i e t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  t r i p p y  b a n d ,  t h e y  a l l o w e d  a  
d o c u m e n t a r y  t o  b e  m a d e  a b o u t  t h e i r  l o n g  a n d  s t r a n g e  h i s to r y ,  p l a y i n g  
a  w a r p e d  m i x  o f  r o c k  a n d  j a z z  t h a t ’s  n e i t h e r  o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s ,  w h i l e  
i n c o r p o r a t i n g  h i g h  c o n c e p t  t h e a t r i c a l  s t a g e  s h o w s  a n d  a l w a y s  w e a r i n g  
m a s k s ,  b e s t  k n o w n  f o r  t h e i r  g i a n t  e y e b a l l s  i n  t o p  h a t s .  H a i l i n g  f r o m  
S h r e v e p o r t ,  t h e y  e n d e d  u p  in  a  c o c o o n  i n  S a n  M a t e o  i n  t h e  l a te  ‘6 0 s  
b e f o r e  m e t a m o r p h o s i n g  a l o n g s i d e  p u n k  in  m i d - ‘7 0 s  S .F . T h e y ’r e  
s e r i o u s  m u s i c i a n s  b u t  i n c r e d i b l e  p r a n k s t e r s  a n d  a r t i s t s — m a y b e  i f  y o u  
m i x e d  th e  B u t t h o l e  S u r f e r s  w i t h  D e v o  a n d  s t i l l  t o o k  m o r e  a c id .

N o  o n e  h a s  e v e r  s e e n  t h e i r  f a c e s ,  o t h e r  t h a n  o n e  o r  tw o  
p e r f o r m e r s  w h o s e  m a s k s  l e t  s o m e  f a c e  s l ip .  T h e  in t e r v i e w e e s  a r e ,  
o f  c o u r s e ,  s p e a k i n g  a s  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  b a n d  w h o  h a p p e n  t o  h a v e  
b e e n  n e x t  t o  t h e m  a l l  t h e s e  d e c a d e s  a s  t h e  b a n d ’s  m a n a g e r s ,  “ T h e  
C r y p t i c  C o r p o r a t i o n . ”  I t  s e e m s  t h e y  a r e  a l l  t h e  b a n d  m e m b e r s  o v e r  
t h e  y e a r s  ( t h a t  a r e  s t i l l  a l i v e )  a n d  h a v e  f a n t a s t i c  s to r i e s  a n d  id e a s  
a b o u t  a r t  a n d  m u s ic .  M i x  in  s o m e  t r u l y  s p e c i a l  a r c h i v e  f o o t a g e  o f  
t h e i r  p e r f o r m a n c e s ,  f i l m s ,  a r id  m u s i c  v id e o s .  I t ’s  g r e a t  f u n  to  h e a r  a l l  
t h e  t h e o r i e s  a b o u t  w h o  th e y  a r e  b e f o r e  s o r t a  l e a r n i n g  th e y  a r e  j u s t  
w h o  th e y  a r e :  h a l l u c i n a t o r y  a r t i s t - m u s i c i a n s  f r o m  t h e  d e e p  S o u th ,  I 
g u e s s ,  in  m y  o p in i o n .  T h e  r e a l  f u n  is  s e e i n g  t h e  h ig h l i g h t s  o f  t h e i r  
c r a z y  c o o l  w o r k  f r o m  a l l  t h e  d e c a d e s .

T h e r e  I s  N o  A u t h o r i t y  b u t  Y o u r s e l f  ( 2 0 0 6 )
T h i s  i s  a  s o l i d  l o o k  b a c k  a t  a n a r c h o  p u n k s  C r a s s ,  w i t h  g r e a t  

m o d e m  d a y  i n t e r v i e w s  i n v o l v i n g  P e n n y  R i m b a u d ,  S t e v e  I g n o r a n t ,  
E v e  L i b e r t i n e ,  a n d  G e e  V a u c h e r ,  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  v i b r a n t  p o l i t i c a l  a r t  
a n d  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  b a n d ,  f r o m  s i m p l e  b e g i n n i n g s  t o  i n f l u e n t i a l  s o n g s  
a n d  s h o w s ,  to  t h e  v e r y  o d d  h e i g h t s  o f  c o m p a n i e s  s t e a l i n g  t h e i r  l o g o s  
f o r  m o d e m  T - s h i r t s  a n d  t h e i r  f a n s  i n  t h e  K G B .  T h e y  a l s o  s p e a k  t o  t h e  
d e e p  e t h i c s  o f  t h e  b a n d ,  w h i c h  th e y  s t i l l  f u l l y  e m b r a c e .  T h e y  w a l k  t h e  
w a l k  b u t  d o n ’t  p r e a c h — j u s t  s p e a k  t h e i r  m i n d s ,  d o  w h a t  t h e y  s a y ,  a n d  
l i s t e n  to  o th e r s .

P U N K  E T H O S

T h e se film s  m a y  n o t  h a v e  a  m o h a w k  o r  s k a te b o a rd , b u t  p u n k s  w i l l  b e f a n s .  

A m e r i c a n  J o b  ( 1 9 9 6 )
N o t  a  f i c t io n  f i l m  a n d  n o t  a  m o c k u m e n t a r y ,  J o b  f o l l o w s  c o - w r i t e r  

a n d  a c to r  R a n d y  R u s s e l l  t h r o u g h  a  v a r i e ty  o f  d e a d - e n d  jo b s .  A l th o u g h  
R u s s e l l  i s  a c t i n g  f o r  th e  c a m e r a ,  e v e r y o n e  e l s e  i n  t h e  f i lm  is  a  r e a l  
w o r k e r ,  w i th  R u s s e l l  h a v i n g  w o r k e d  a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  p l a c e s  i n  r e a l  l i f e .

B a s e d  o n  R a n d y ’s  z i n e  o f  t h e  s a m e  n a m e  f r o m  t h e  ‘8 0 s ,  J o b  
c a p t u r e s  t h e  m o n o t o n y  o f  w h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  A m e r i c a n  is  e x p e c t e d  to  
d o  f o r  w o r k  to  s t a y  a l iv e .  I t  a l s o  t a k e s  a  s t e p  b a c k  a n d  lo o k s  a t  th e



d . o . a .  a  r i t e  o f  p a s s a g e

w h o le  p i c t u r e ,  a n d  s h o w s  w h a t  w e  p u n k e r s  a l r e a d y  s a w — t h e  w o r l d  o f  
j o b s  c a n  b e  a b s u r d .  Y o u ’r e  a  c o g  in  a n  e n o r m o u s  w h e e l .  I t ’s  n o t  e v e n  
a b o u t  t e a r i n g  d o w n  t h e  s y s t e m  f r o m  in s id e .  M a n ,  y o u ’r e  w o r k i n g  a n  
o v e r n i g h t  s h i f t  a l o n e  in  a  w a r e h o u s e  f u l l  o f  b o x e s .

T h e r e  a r e  g r e a t  c h a r a c te r s  i n  h e r e  a n d  s o m e  t r u l y  w e i r d  a tm o s p h e r e s .  
R a n d y  f u l ly  r e p r e s e n t s  th e  9 - to - 5  w o r k in g  s tif f .  W e  f o l lo w  h im  in  
M i lw a u k e e  a s  h e  t r i e s  to  s ta y  g a i n f u l ly  e m p lo y e d  m a k in g  m i n im u m  w a g e ,  
b o u n c in g  f r o m  j o b  to  j o b .  H e  n o t  o n ly  g iv e s  s o m e  in s ig h t  o n  th e  h u m a n  
c o n d i t io n  b u t  a l s o  p r o v id e s  m o u n d s  o f  d e a d p a n  h u m o r .  S o m e h o w , R u s s e l l  
a n d  f i l m m a k e r  C h r i s  S m i th  b r in g  a  u n iq u e  f e e l  t o  th e  d o c u m e n t i n g  o f  
m u n d a n e  w o r k  b e h a v io r .  W h e n  o n e  m a n a g e r  i s  d i s a p p o i n te d  in  R a n d y ,  h e  
m a k e s  h im  s w i tc h  c h a i r s  s o  R a n d y  c a n  f e e l  l i k e  a  m a n a g e r  f o r  a  m o m e n t ,  
th e n  h e  h a s  to  f i r e  h im s e l f .  D e n iz e n s  o f  o v e r n i g h t  s h i f t s  c r e a te  t h e i r  o w n  
p e r v e r s e  lo g i c ,  a n d  w h e n  o n e  c o - w o r k e r  t a lk s  R a n d y  in to  g o in g  to  a  s t r ip  
c lu b , y o u  j u s t  k n o w  i t ’s  n o t  g o n n a  b e  p re t ty .

T h i s  is  C h r i s  S m i t h ’s  f i r s t  f i lm  a s  d i r e c to r ,  b e f o r e  g o in g  o n  to  m a k e  th e  
c u l t  c l a s s i c  A m e r i c a n  M o v ie  a n d  m a n y  o th e r  c o o l  f i lm s .  G o  M ilw a u k e e !

C h a m e l e o n  S t r e e t  ( 1 9 8 9 )
B a s e d  o n  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  t r u e  s t o r y  o f  W i l l i a m  D o u g l a s  S t r e e t ,  

a  s u p e r - c o n - m a n  w h o  i m p e r s o n a t e d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  
p r o f e s s io n a l s — s o m e t i m e s  to  m a k e  m o n e y ,  s o m e t i m e s  t o  p r o v e  h e  c a n  
d o  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  w o r l d  e x p e c t s  o f  h im .  I n  a  s h o r t  t i m e ,  S t r e e t  g o e s  
f r o m  a  s i m p l e  e x t o r t i o n  p l o t  t o  c o m p l e x  im p e r s o n a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  
r e p o r t e r  f r o m  T im e , a  l a w y e r ,  a n d  e v e n  a  s u r g e o n — w h o  d i d  m u l t i p l e  
f u c k i n g  s u r g e r i e s  o n  p a t i e n t s .  T h e  i n t e n s e l y  e n i g m a t i c  W e n d e l l  B . 
H a r r i s ,  a  s e l f - t a u g h t  f i l m m a k e r  f r o m  F l i n t ,  M i c h . ,  w r o t e ,  d i r e c t e d ,  a n d  
a c te d  a s  t h e  m a i n  c h a r a c t e r  in  t h i s  f i l m  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  s to r y ,  w h i c h  w o n  
S u n d a n c e  a n d  m o r e  r e c e n t l y  w a s  r e l e a s e d  f o r  s t r e a m i n g  a n d  D V D .  
T h e  f i lm  t a c k l e s  i d e n t i t y ,  c l a s s ,  a n d  r a c e  p o l i t i c s  t h a t  s t i l l  f e e l  f r e s h  
to d a y .  T h e  e x t r e m e l y  i n t e l l i g e n t  S t r e e t  h a s  g r e a t  i d e a s  t o  f i g h t  t h e  
s y s t e m ,  b u t  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  s t u m p e d  b y  t i n y  d e t a i l s  h e  c a n n o t  c o n t r o l .  
Y o u  r o o t  f o r  h i m  to  w i n ,  b u t  f e e l  s o r r y  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  g e t t i n g  c o n n e d  
a s  w e l l .  A n d  i t ’s  b i t t e r s w e e t - f u n n y ,  a s  t h e  s a r d o n i c  h u m o r  i n  t h e  f i lm  
r in g s  a l l  t o o  t r u e .

C h u c k  N o r r i s  V s. C o m m u n i s m  ( 2 0 1 5 )
I n  t h e  1 9 8 0 s ,  a  r i c h  s m u g g l e r  i n  R o m a n i a  d e c i d e d  t o  d e a l  in  

V H S  t a p e s  o f  A m e r i c a n  a c t i o n  f i l m s ,  r e - r e c o r d i n g  t h e m  w i t h  a  s in g l e  
f e m a le  t r a n s l a t o r  d u b b i n g  o v e r  t h e  f i l m ’s  s o u n d  i n  R o m a n i a n .  I t  w a s  
n o t  o n ly  b i g  t i m e  u n d e r g r o u n d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  t h e r e ,  i t  q u i t e  p o s s i b l y  
h e l p e d  s t a r t  t h e i r  r e v o l u t i o n .  A n d  t h i s  s h i t  i s  r e a l .  S o  a m a z i n g .  T h e  
d o c  u s e s  i n c r e d i b l y  w e l l - m a d e  r e c r e a t i o n s .  I t ’s  t w i c e  a s  f u n  a s  y o u  
t h i n k  i t  c o u l d  b e .

D u c k  S o u p  ( 1 9 3 3 )
A s  w r i t e r s  a n d  a c t o r s ,  t h e  M a r x  B r o t h e r s  d e s t r o y e d  s o c i e t y  

in  e v e r y  o n e  o f  t h e i r  f i l m s .  G r o w i n g  u p  p o o r  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e

c e n t u r y ,  t h e  ( r e a l )  b r o t h e r s  w o r k e d  t h e i r  f a m i l y  i n t o  a  t r a v e l l i n g  
v a u d e v i l l e  t r o u p e  a s  t e e n a g e r s .  D o i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o m e d y  g a g s  a n d  
s i n g i n g ,  t h e y  e v e n t u a l l y  t h e i r  f o u n d  t h e i r  v o i c e  m a k i n g  c o m e d y  t o  
c o m m e n t  o n  h o w  d u m b  t h e  s y s t e m  i s .  T h e y  w e r e  a  h u g e  s u c c e s s ,  
t h e n  p i s s e d  o f f  t h e  w r o n g  p e o p l e  a n d  l o s t  e v e r y t h i n g .  T h e y  f o u n d  
t h e i r  w a y  o n t o  B r o a d w a y  p l a y s  a n d  f o u n d  h u g e  s u c c e s s  a g a i n ,  o n l y  
t o  g e t  w i p e d  o u t  b y  t h e  s t o c k  m a r k e t  c r a s h  o f  1 9 2 9 .  H o l l y w o o d  
w a s  t h e  l a s t  s t r a w .  T h e y  r e l u c t a n t l y  t o o k  t h e i r  p l a y s  a n d  a c t s  a n d  
r e m a d e  t h e m  i n t o  f i l m s .  L u c k i l y ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  w a y  t h e y  c a n  e x i s t  
t o  u s ,  t h r o u g h  m o v i e s .  A n d  t h e y  k e p t  t h e i r  t r a d e m a r k  i n s a n i t y  o f  
f i g h t i n g  t h e  s y s t e m .

H o w e v e r ,  t h e y  n e v e r  m a d e  t h e m s e l v e s  e v e r y m e n  o r  s u p e r h e r o e s .  
I n s t e a d ,  t h e y  p u t  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  r o l e s  o f  p o w e r f u l  h i g h  s o c i e t y  
a n d  s h o w e d  t h e  a b s u r d i t i e s .  F o r  D u c k  S o u p ,  i n s t e a d  o f  s h o w i n g  
t h e  i n s a n i t y  o f  a  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  l o v e s  w a r  b y  p o r t r a y i n g  s e r i o u s  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  t h e y  p u t  t h e m s e l v e s  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  in  
a  c l e v e r  s a t i r e .

R i g h t  o f f  t h e  b a t ,  G r o u c h o  M a r x  b e c o m e s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  a  c o u n t r y  
g o i n g  b r o k e .  H e  b l a t a n t l y  d e c l a r e s  w a r  o n  a  n e i g h b o r  f o r  n o  r e a s o n  
a t  a l l — o r  b a r e l y — f o r  t h e  l o v e  o f  a  r i c h  w o m a n .  A l o n g  t h e  w a y ,  
t h e  f o u r  b r o t h e r s  e n a c t  t o t a l  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  p i l i n g  i n s a n i t y  o n  t o p  o f  
i n s a n i t y ,  s i n g i n g  t h e  t r o o p s  i n t o  w a r  f e r v o r  t h r o u g h  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  
g i b b e r i s h — “ B u t  e v e r y o n e  e l s e  i s  i n t o  i t .  A r e n ’t  y o u ? ”

C h ic o ,  H a r p o ,  a n d  Z e p p o  M a r x  j o c k e y  f o r  v a r i o u s  c a b i n e t  
p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  s u r r e a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  I n  t h e  s i m p l e  s e a r c h  f o r  m o n e y ,  
t h e y  b a c k s t a b  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  t e a r  t h e  c o u n t r y  u p .  W h i l e  h i l a r i t y  e n s u e s  
in  t h e  f a k e  w a r  f i l m ,  t h e r e  a r e  f a r  t o o  m a n y  s i m i l a r i t i e s  t o  to d a y ,  o r  
e v e r y  d e c a d e ,  r e a l ly .  S o  m a n y  t i m e s  in  m o v i e s  i t ’s  a  s a t i r e  t h a t ’s  f a r  
m o r e  r e a l i s t i c  t h a n  a  d r a m a  ( a l s o  s e e  D r  S t r a n g e l o v e ,  M o n ty  P y t h o n ,  e t  
c e t e r a ) .  T h e  w r i t i n g  is  s h a r p  a n d  d e l i v e r e d  f a s t .  T h r o u g h  t o t a l  a b s u r d i t y ,  
t h e  M a r x  B r o t h e r s  s o m e h o w  p r e d i c t e d  t h e  g r e e d  a n d  m i l i t a r i s m  o v e r  
t h e  n e x t  s e v e n t y  y e a r s .  M i g h t  a s  w e l l  l a u g h  w h i l e  w e  c ry .

S p e c i a l  m e n t io n :  O n e  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  P e n e l o p e  S p h e e r i s ’ 
S u b u r b i a  h a s  a  s h a r p i e - d r a w n  G r o u c h o  f a c e  o n  t h e  b a c k  o f  h i s  w h i t e  
j a c k e t ,  a m o n g  T .S .O .L .  a n d  o t h e r  lo g o s .

E v e n  D w a r f s  S t a r t e d  S m a l l  ( 1 9 7 0 )
A GROUP OF DWARVES TAKE OVER THEIR MENTAL INSTITUTION AND 

CREATE THEIR OWN RULES. THINGS DON’T GO WELL. F i lm m a k e r  W e rn e r  
H e r z o g  h a s  1 ,0 0 0  m i le s  o f  s t r e e t  c r e d  g o in g  o v e r b o a r d ,  w i th  la r g e r - th a n -  
l i f e  s to r ie s  a n d  f a n t a s t i c a l  c h a r a c te r s  t h a t  a r e  o f te n  b a s e d  o n  fa c t ,  th e n  
h e  l a y e r s  th e m  b y  w o r k in g  w i th  u n u s u a l  a c to r s  l ik e ,  s a y , a  g r o u p  o f  
d w a r v e s .  O r  w i th  th e  m y s te r io u s  B r u n o  S .,  w h o  p o r t r a y e d  K a s p a r  H a u s e r  
b u t  a l s o  l i v e d  a  l i f e  v e r y  s im i la r  to  K a s p a r .  O r  a n  e n t i r e  c a s t  t h a t  w a s  
h y p n o t i z e d .  O r  K la u s  K in s k i— m u l t ip l e  t im e s .  Y e t  in  e a c h  f i lm ,  H e r z o g  
f in d s  a  c o h e s iv e n e s s  t h a t  i s  a s  m e s m e r iz i n g  a n d  p o e t i c  a s  i t  i s  fu n n y . L ik e  
f ife , r ig h t ?





multiple maniacs

M u l t i p l e  M a n i a c s  ( 1 9 7 0 )
B e f o r e  t h e  g r e a t  H a i r s p r a y  ( 1 9 8 8 )  o r  e v e n  h i s  c u l t  c l a s s i c  f f e a k o u t  

P i n k  F l a m i n g o s  ( 1 9 7 2 ) ,  c o u n t e r c u l t u r e  g e n i u s  J o h n  W a te r s  b l e s s e d  
th e  p l a n e t  w i t h  t h i s  in s a n e ,  h i l a r i o u s  f e a t u r e  t h a t  i s  s o m e h o w  s t i l l  
i n c r e d i b l y  s h o c k i n g  to d a y .  W a te r s  h a s  m a d e  a  c a r e e r  w i t h  m o v i e s  t h e  
m a i n s t r e a m  th i n k s  a r e  f o u l  a n d  d i s g u s t i n g ,  w h e n  h e  i s  s i m p l y  h o l d i n g  
u p  a  m i r r o r  t o  s o c ie ty .  O k a y ,  a  m i r r o r  p a i n t e d  b l a c k  w i t h  v o m i t  o n  i t ,  
b u t  s t i l l . . .  A n d  I ’m  n o t  a  f a n  o f  t h e  “ s o  b a d  i t ’s  g o o d ”  n o n s e n s e .  B a d  is  
j u s t  b a d .  I ’m  a  f a n  o f  f i l m m a k e r s  w h o  f u l l y  r e a l i z e  t h e y  h a v e  a  v i s i o n  
a n d  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  w i l l  b l o w  i t  o u t  a n y w a y  w i t h  t h e  g u i t a r  
a n d  a m p  p a r t s  l e f t  w o r k in g .  T h a t ’s  p u n k .  M a n i a c s  h a s  b e e n  r e s t o r e d  
b y  t h e  C r i t e r i o n  C o l l e c t i o n .  T h e  h i g h  a r t  i r o n y  is  n o t  l o s t  o n  W a te r s —  
s a y in g  h e  c a n ’t  b e l i e v e  t h e i r  l o g o  is  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h i s  in s a n i ty .

R a t c a t c h e r  ( 1 9 9 9 )
I t ’s  s o  h a r d  t o  c a t c h  t h e  t r u e  f e e l i n g  o f  t h e  p e r i l s  o f  c h i ld h o o d .  

A n d  w h e n  a  f i l m  d o e s ,  y o u  w o n d e r  h o w  t h e  h e l l  d i d  w e  e v e n  s u r v iv e  
o u r  y o u t h ?  L y n n e  R a m s a y ’s  f i r s t  f e a t u r e  f in d s  t h e  b e a u t y  i n  t h e  
b e a s t ,  a s  a  p r e t e e n  b o y  t r i e s  t o  n a v i g a t e  l i f e  a f t e r  a  t r a g e d y  in  a  p o o r  
n e i g h b o r h o o d  in  ‘7 0 s  G la s g o w .  H e  t u r n s  to  s o m e  d e l i n q u e n t s ,  b u t  
th e  f i l m  a l w a y s  s t a y s  r e a l i s t i c  w i t h  s o m e  i n c r e d i b l y  p o e t i c  m o m e n t s  
a b o u t  y o u th .

R e v o l u c i d n  ( 2 0 1 0 )
O n  t h e  h u n d r e d t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  M e x i c a n  r e v o l u t i o n ,  t e n  

n o ta b le  M e x i c a n  f i l m m a k e r s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  m a k e  a  t e n - m i n u t e  s h o r t  
a b o u t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  I t ’s  m o r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  th a n  a  g i m m i c k  a n d  i t ’s  n o t  
a  h i s to r i c a l  d r a m a .  I t ’s  d i f f e r e n t  i d e a s  o f  w h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  m e a n s  
to  s o c i e ty  to d a y .  A  w i d e  m i x  o f  s t y l e s  a n d  s to r i e s — a n d  s o m e  a r e  
b e t t e r  t h a n  o th e r s — b u t  t h e  p r o c e s s  i s  w o r t h  s e e i n g .  I  p r e f e r  t h e  m o r e  
a b s t r a c t  m o m e n t s ,  w h i c h  c a n  s t i l l  g e t  t o t a l l y  n u t s .

S t r a n d e d  I n  C a n t o n  ( 2 0 0 5 )
S e l f - t a u g h t  p h o t o g r a p h e r  W i l l i a m  E g g l e s t o n  i s  b o m  a n d  b r e d  

in  M e m p h i s ,  w h i c h  m a y  h a v e  i n f l u e n c e d  h i s  s t y l e  c r e a t i n g  t r u l y  
A m e r i c a n  p o r t r a i t s :  g o r g e o u s  c o l o r s  a n d  t e x t u r e s ,  f a s c i n a t i n g  
c h a r a c te r s  f t i l l  o f  d e e p  u n d e r c u r r e n t s ,  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  h e a v y - h a n d e d .  
W i th  a  l o a d  o f  a m a z i n g  c o l o r  p h o t o s  f r o m  t h e  l a t e  ‘6 0 s  a n d  e a r l y  ‘7 0 s ,  
h e  b l e w  u p  i n  t h e  a r t  w o r l d  w i t h  a  1 9 7 6  s h o w  i n  N e w  Y o r k .  T h r e e  
y e a r s  p r io r ,  h e  g o t  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  v i d e o  c a m e r a s  s o l d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  H e  
to o k  th e  z o o m  l e n s  o f f  a n d  p u t  a  p r i m e  l e n s  o n ,  w h i c h  v i e w s  t h e  w o r l d

s i m i l a r  t o  h o w  t h e  h u m a n  e y e  s e e s  i t .  T h e n  h e  a d a p t e d  i t  t o  r e c o r d  b y  
i n f r a r e d  h e a t  r a t h e r  t h a n  l i g h t ,  s o  y o u  c o u l d  s e e  w h a t  w a s  g o i n g  o n  in  
t h e  d a r k n e s s  ( m e t a p h o r  i n t e n d e d ) .

I n  2 0 0 5 ,  h e  t o o k  t h a t  f o o t a g e  a n d  m a d e  t h i s  s e v e n t y - s e v e n -  
m i n u t e  d i a r y  f i l m ,  a  s o r t  o f  h o m e  m o v i e  f i l m e d  w i t h i n  h i s  s t r e e t -  
p h o t o  s ty l e .  H i s  w o r l d  a t  t h e  t i m e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  f a m i l y  a n d  c l o s e  
f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  S o u th ,  a  f a s c i n a t i n g  m i x  o f  e v e r y d a y  f o lk s ,  t a l e n t e d  
a m a t e u r  p e r f o r m e r s  a n d  m u s i c i a n s ,  a n d  s o m e  r e a l  l i f e  d e l i n q u e n t s  
f a r  p a s t  t h e i r  j u v e n i l e  s t a t u s .  “ B a c k  i n  t h e  d a y s  w h e n  e v e r y o n e  l i k e d  
q u a a l u d e s .  L e t ’s  g e t  d o o o o w w n .”

T h e y  h a n g  o u t ,  p e r f o r m  f o r  t h e  c a m e r a  a  b i t ,  a n d  t a l k  a b o u t  l i f e ,  
w i t h  E g g l e s t o n  n a r r a t i n g  a  b i t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y  a b o u t  w h o  t h e y  
w e r e .  D o n ’t  s h o w  u p  t o  t h i s  f i l m  l o o k i n g  f o r  i t  t o  t e l l  y o u  t h i n g s  i n  
w o r d s .  T h i s  i s  a b o u t  e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e  s a m e  s p a c e — a  S o u t h e r n  G o t h i c  
r o o m — i f  y o u r  e y e s  w e r e  a  s e c r e t  c a m e r a .  S i n c e  m a k i n g  t h i s  v i d e o ,  
E g g l e s t o n  h a s  s t a y e d  w i t h  s t i l l  p h o t o g r a p h y ,  a l w a y s  c a p t u r i n g  t h e  
w o r l d  i n  a l l  i t s  b e a u t y  a n d  n o  b u l l s h i t .  A l s o  c h e c k  o u t  t h e  g r e a t  
d o c  f o l l o w i n g  E g g l e s t o n  a r o u n d  h i s  h o m e t o w n  o f  M e m p h i s  a s  h e  
t a k e s  p h o t o s ,  W i l l i a m  E g g l e s t o n  in  t h e  R e a l  W o r ld  ( 2 0 0 5 ) ,  m a d e  b y  
M i c h a e l  A l m e r e y d a .

T o k y o  D r i f t e r  ( 1 9 6 6 )
T h e  J a p a n e s e  f i l m m a k e r  S e i j i n  S u z u k i  m a d e  a  c a r e e r  o u t  o f  

m a k i n g  c r a z y  m o v i e s  in  a  m e t h o d i c a l - m o d  s ty le .  T h e  s t u d i o  f u n d i n g  
t h e  f i l m s  h a d  a  r u l e  h e  c o u l d n ’t  c h a n g e  t h e  a p p r o v e d  s c r ip t ,  w h i c h  
w a s  o f t e n  a  g a n g s t e r  s to r y .  I n s t e a d ,  S u z u k i  w e n t  n u t s  w i t h  t h e  v i s u a l  
s t y l e ,  t h e  w a y  th e  a c to r s  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  l i n e s ,  h o w  t h e  c a m e r a  m o v e d ,  
a n d  t h e  w a y  t h e  f i l m  w a s  e d i t e d .  S o  h i s  f i l m s  h a v e  c o o l  g e n r e  s to r i e s  
a n d  a m a z i n g  ‘6 0 s  c l o t h e s  a n d  c a r s — a n d  a  f r e n e t i c  s ty l e  t h a t ’s  f a s t  a n d  
k i n e t i c ,  b u t  r e a l l y  s m a r t  a n a  f u n n y .  H i s  n e x t  m a s t e r p i e c e ,  B r a n d e d  to  
K i l l ,  c a m e  o u t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  a n d  i s  j u s t  a s  b a l l i s t i c .  I t  g o t  h i m  
f i r e d  f r o m  t h e  s tu d io .

f

T r i b u l a t i o n  9 9 :  A l i e n  A n o m a l i e s  u n d e r  A m e r i c a  ( 1 9 9 2 )
S a n  F r a n c i s c o  l e g e n d  C r a i g  B a l d w i n  h a s  a  l o n g  c a r e e r  o f  m a k i n g  

u n d e r g r o u n d  f i l m s  a n d  i t  b a s i c a l l y  s t a r t s  h e r e .  T r i b 9 9  i s  j u s t  u n d e r  a n  
h o u r  l o n g ,  y e t  c r e a t e s  a  s w i r l i n g  to r n a d o  b r e a k i n g  d o w n  t h e  h i s t o r y  
o f  e a r t h  b y  c o n n e c t i n g  e v e r y  c o n s p i r a c y  t h e o r y  m a d e  ( o r  n i n e t y - n i n e  
o f  t h e m )  to  a  t r i p p y  b r e a k i n g  p o in t .  L o n g  b e f o r e  i n t e r n e t  m a s h - u p s ,  
B a l d w i n  m a d e  f e a t u r e  f i l m s  m i x i n g  f o u n d  f o o t a g e  f r o m  o l d  m o v i e s ,
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in d u s t r i a l  f i l m s ,  a n d  s c e n e s  h e  m a d e  o n  1 6 m m . B u t  h i s  f o o t a g e  g o e s  
s o  d e e p  a n d  o b s c u r e  t h a t  i t  a l l  m e l t s  p e r f e c t l y  in t o  a  v o l c a n o  t h a t ’s 
p u r e  B a l d w i n .  Y o u ’l l  s c r a t c h  y o u r  h e a d  a t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  la u g h  
th e  w h o l e  w a y .

V a g a b o n d  ( 1 9 8 5 )
T h i s  f i l m  m o v e s  b a c k w a r d ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  m a i n  c h a r a c t e r ’s 

d e a th  a n d  s h o w i n g  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  to  g e t  h e r  t h e r e .  I t ’s  n o t  a  w h o d u n i t  
c r im e  f i lm ,  b u t  a  l o o k  a t  b e i n g  “ f r e e ”  w i t h o u t  r e n t  o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  
j u s t  d r i f t i n g .  B e i n g  y o u n g  a n d  w a n d e r i n g  is  c h a m p i o n e d  s o  o f t e n  in  
a r t ,  a n d  w e  t r u l y  d r e a m  o f  i t  e v e r y  n ig h t .  T h i s  f i lm  m a n a g e s  t o  c a p t u r e  
t h o s e  d e t a i l s  t h a t  a r e n ’t  I n s t a g r a m  m o m e n t s .  V a g a b o n d ’s  F r e n c h  t i t l e  
is  S a n s  T o it n i  L o i ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  “ w i t h o u t  r o o f  o r  l a w .”  T h e  f i lm  
c a p tu r e s  t h a t  p h i l o s o p h y  in  a  r e a l i s t i c  w a y ,  a  n o b l e  j o u r n e y  f u l l  o f  
b e a u ty  a n d  p a i n .  O n e  e x c h a n g e  s h e  h a s  w i t h  a  s h e p h e r d  s u m s  u p  th e  
p u n k n e s s :

“ O n  t h e  r o a d  in  t h i s  w e a t h e r ? ”
S h e  a n s w e r s ,  “ D i d n ’t  c h o o s e  i t . ”
“ B u t  i t ’s  y o u r  r o a d ? ”
“ S u r e .”

A ls o — s o  F r e n c h .
I t  m a k e s  m e  t h i n k  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  h e r o e s  w i t h i n  t h e  p u n k  s c e n e s .  

T h e  o n e s  t h a t  a r e  r i g h t l y  o n  s ta g e ;  i n c r e d i b l y  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  w i th  
s t r i c t  m o t i v a t i o n ,  b u t  n o t  w i t h o u t  h u m o r .  O t h e r  t i m e s  w e  p u l l  i n  t h o s e  
w h o  d o n ’t  w a n t  t o  p l a y  b y  r u l e s  a n d  a r e  j u s t  w a n d e r i n g ,  p a s s i n g  b y  a t  
th e  r i g h t  t i m e  in  t h e  r i g h t  a g e  o f  y o u th .  A n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  m a n y  o f  o u r  
h e r o e s  a r e  b o t h  a n d  h a r d  t o  f i g u r e  o u t .  I t  a l l o w s  f o r  p o e t i c  m o m e n t s  
a n d  a  f i e r c e  d r iv e  t o  b e  a l i v e ,  t o  b e  c r e a t i v e ,  a n d  t o  m a k e  s o m e t h i n g  
o u t  o f  th i s  s t u p i d  f u c k i n g  w o r ld .

T h e  Yes M e n  F i x  t h e  W o r ld  ( 2 0 0 9 )
H o ly  s h i t ,  I  h a v e  d o n e  n o t h i n g  p r o d u c t i v e  in  l i f e .  T h a t ’s  t h e  f i r s t  

th i n g  I t h o u g h t  s e e i n g  t h e  Y e s  M e n  i n  a c t i o n .  T h e y ’v e  h a d  m a n y  v id e o s  
a v a i la b l e  f o r  y e a r s ,  a n d  e v e n  s o m e  o t h e r  d o c s  m a d e  a b o u t  t h e m ,  b u t  
F ix  r e a l l y  c o n c e n t r a t e s  t h e i r  l i f e  a n d  id e a s .  A n d y  a n d  M i k e  a r e  t h e  Y e s

M e n ,  a n d  t h e y ’r e  d e v o t e d  to  d o i n g  s o c i a l l y  c o n s c i o u s  p r a n k s  a g a i n s t  
c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  p o l i t i c i a n s  t h a t  a r e  l u c k i n g  o v e r  h u m a n s ,  a n i m a l s ,  
s o c ie ty ,  o r  t h e  w o r l d  a t  la r g e .  N o t  j u s t  m a r c h i n g  o r  m a k i n g  s ig n s ,  
b u t  c o m i n g  u p  w i t h  r e a l  h i g h  c o n c e p t ,  i n s a n e  s tu n t s .  T r y  to  i m a g i n e  
J a c k a s s  w i t h  a  t i g h t  p l a n  t o  c h a n g e  th e  w o r l d  f o r  g o o d .

T h e  d o c  o p e n s  w i t h  t h e  t i m e  th e y  w e n t  o n  a  B B C  l i v e  s h o w , s a i d  
t h e y  w e r e  s p o k e s m e n  f o r  D o w  C h e m ic a l ,  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  p a y  
f o r  a  t o x i c  d i s a s t e r  t h e y  c a u s e d  in  B h o p a l ,  I n d i a .  I n c r e d i b l e .  T h e  n e w s  
c h a n n e l  f u c k e d  u p  b y  n o t  c h e c k i n g  w h o  t h e y  w e r e .  D o w ’s  s t o c k  f e l l  
a n d  c o s t  t h e  c o m p a n y  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  a n d  a  l o t  o f  e m b a r r a s s m e n t .  
T h e n  D o w  h a d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e y  w e r e n ’t  a c t u a l l y  g o i n g  t o  h e l p  p e o p l e  
t h e y  h u r t .  W h e n  t h e  Y e s  M e n  a r e  c o n f u s e d ,  t h i n k i n g  t h e  s t o c k  a c t u a l l y  
s h o u l d  h a v e  g o n e  u p  a n d  n o t  c r a s h e d  w h e n  a  c o m p a n y  d e c l a r e s  i t  h a s  
a  s o u l ,  t h e y  i n v e s t i g a t e  w h a t  t h e  f u c k  is  g o i n g  o n .

T h e  Y e s  M e n  k e e p  g o i n g ,  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r ,  w i t h  g e n i u s  s tu n t s  l i k e  
t h i s .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  w o r l d  i s n ’t  r e a l l y  s a v e d  in  t h e  e n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  
t h e  d e c a d e  s in c e  t h i s  c a m e  o u t .  B u t  t h e y  l o o k  a t  t h e  r e a s o n s  w h y .  
W h y  d o e s  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e  i n s i s t  o n  f u c k i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  u p ?  W h y  d o e s  
m o n e y  h a v e  t o  l e a d  to  s u c h  e v i l ?  A n d  w h a t  c a n  p e o p l e  w i t h  g o o d  
i n t e n t i o n s  d o  in  o r d e r  t o  s t a y  s a n e ?

T h e  Y e s  M e n  F i x  t h e  W o r l d

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h e  Y e s  M e n  g iv e  y o u  t h e  r o u g h  d e t a i l s ,  t h e y ’r e  
f u c k i n g  h i l a r i o u s .  I t ’s  t h e  h u m a n  c o n d i t i o n — i f  w e  d i d n ’t  l a u g h ,  
w e  w o u l d  b e  c r y i n g .  B u t  t h e y  s h o w  w e ’r e  n o t  r e a l l y  t h a t  c r a z y  f o r  
d r e a m i n g  a b o u t  g e t t i n g  a l o n g ,  h a v i n g  a  g o o d  t i m e ,  a n d  n o t  d e s t r o y i n g  
th e  p l a n e t .

K E E P  D I G G I N G .  H E R E ’ S  A S H O V E L .
r

I f  y o u  w a n t  t h e  i n c r e d i b l y  d e e p  d iv e  a n d  n e e d  to  s e e  e v e r y  i n s t a n c e  
w h e r e  a  m o h a w k  s h o w e d  u p  i n  f i l m  o r  T V , m y  f r i e n d  Z a c k  a n d  h i s  
f r i e n d  B r y a n  a c t u a l l y  d i d  j u s t  t h a t ,  i n  a  b o o k  I  c a n ’t  r e c o m m e n d  
e n o u g h :  D e s t r o y  A l l  M o v i e s ! ! !  T h e  C o m p l e t e  G u i d e  t o  P u n k s  o n  F i lm  
( F a n t a g r a p h i c s ) .  T h e  b o o k  a l s o  h a s  s o m e  g r e a t  i n t e r v i e w s  f r o m  m a n y  
p l a y e r s  in  t h e  p u n k  h a l l  o f  f a m e ,  i f  i t  e x i s t e d .



L o u  H a n m a n — G u i t a r ,  v o c a l s ,  d r u m s  

J o n a t h a n  M i n t o — B a s s

I n t e r v i e w  b y  K a y l a  G r e e t  

A d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  b y  T o d d  T a y l o r  

P h o t o s  b y  N i c o l e  C .  K i b e r t  B a s l e r  

L a y o u t  b y  E r i c  B a s k a u s k a s

I v i s i t e d  I r e l a n d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a  f e w  
y e a r s  a g o .  M y  f r i e n d s  t h e r e  t o o k  m e  a ll a lo n g  
t h e  N o r th e r n  c o a s t  a n d  it  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  
m o s t  g o r g e o u s  s i g h t s — lu s h  g r e e n s ,  w a v e s  
c h o p p i n g  a t  c l if f s , r a i n b o w s  s t r e t c h i n g  
a c r o s s  t h e  s k y l in e .  In  B a l l in to y  H a r b o u r  I 
c a m e  a c r o s s  t h i s  o p e n i n g  in  t h e  c o a s t l i n e :  a  
s e r e n e  c a v e  a ll t o  m y s e l f .  A s  I w a l k e d  f a r t h e r  
in  a n d  m y  e y e s  a d j u s t e d  t o  t h e  d a r k n e s s ,  s o  
m u c h  b e a u t y  w a s  r e v e a l e d  in  t h e  s t i l l n e s s  
o f  t h i s  c a v e r n .  T h e r e  h a d  j u s t  b e e n  a  h e a v y  
d o w n p o u r  a n d  t h e  s t r e a m s  w e r e  s e n d i n g  
r i p p l e s  o f  s o u n d  th r o u g h o u t .  I r e a l i z e d  I w a s  
r e a c h i n g  a n  u n s a f e  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  b e a c h  
o u t s i d e  s o  I j u s t  s t o o d  t h e r e  a n d  t o o k  in  t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e .

C a v e s  c a n  b e  s c a r y  s y m b o l s  o f  i s o la t io n  
a n d  c u t t in g  o n e 's  s e l f  o f f  f r o m  t h e  o u t s id e  
w o r ld .  T h e y  c a n  b e  e c h o  c h a m b e r s  w h e r e

y o u  f in d  y o u r s e l f  c i r c l i n g  a n d  b e c o m in g  
d i s o r i e n t e d .  B u t  t h e y  c a n  a l s o  b e  i n c u b a t o r s  
o f  s a f e t y  u n ti l s o m e t h i n g 's  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  
t o  e m e r g e ,  o r  u n ti l  a  s t o r m  p a s s e s .  T h a t  
r e v e r b e r a t e d  n o i s e  c a n  b e  l a y e r e d  u p o n  to  
c r e a t e  w o n d e r f u l  m e lo d ie s .

F itt in g ly , C a v e s  f r o m  B r i s to l ,  U .K . 
d o e s  a ll o f  t h a t  in  s p a d e s .  T h i s  d u o  t a k e s  
m e t a p h o r i c a l  w o u n d s  a n d  h i b e r n a t e s  t h e m ,  
c r e a t i v e l y  n u r s i n g  t h e m  to  h e a l t h  u n ti l  
t h e y 'r e  r e a d y  t o  s t r i k e  o u t  o n  t h e i r  o w n .  T h e i r  
s o n g s  h a v e  a n  i n t r i n s i c  t e n d e r n e s s  t o  t h e m ,  
w h i l e  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  f le x in g  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h  
in  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  o f  h e a l i n g .  T h i s  p a i r  w o u ld  
s o u n d  t o t a l l y  a m a z in g  in  a n  a c t u a l  c a v e ,  
b u t  I 'm  j u s t  a s  h a p p y  h e a r i n g  t h e m  b la r in g  
t h r o u g h  m y  s p e a k e r s .

H a v in g  b e e n  lu c k y  e n o u g h  t o  s e e  t h e m  
s t a t e s i d e  o n c e ,  I q u ic k ly  fe l l  in  lo v e  w i th  t h e i r

m u l t i - l a y e r  h a r m o n i e s  a n d  t h e  d u a l  m a le  a n d  
f e m a l e  v o c a l s .  O n r e c o r d  a n d  in  p e r s o n ,  t h e  
d r u m s  c o m e  t h r o u g h  s t r o n g  a n d  p o w e r f u l ly ,  
w h i le  d i s t o r t e d ,  fu z z y  b a s s ,  a n d  s h a r p  g u i t a r  
l e a d s  p e r k  m y  e a r s  u p . F o r  b e in g  o n ly  a  tw o  
p i e c e  o n  r e c o r d ,  t h e  s o u n d  is  i n c r e d ib l y  fu ll. 
T h e y ’v e  b e e n  c o m p a r e d  t o  L e m u r ia ,  D is c o u n t ,  
a n d  RVIVR ( ju s t  s o  h a p p e n s  t h a t  L ou  is  t h e i r  
c u r r e n t  t o u r  b a s s i s t ) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  g ig g e d  w i th  
L e a t h e r f a c e ,  M u n c ie  G ir ls ,  S h i t  P r e s e n t ,  
a n d  m a d e  s o m e  F e s t  a p p e a r a n c e s .  If y o u r  
i n t e r e s t s  a r e  a n y w h e r e  n e a r  t h a t  b a l lp a r k  o f  
s o u n d s ,  C a v e s  is  a  h o m e  ru n .







K a y l a :  S o  i f  y o u  c o u l d  p l e a s e  i n t r o d u c e  e a c h  
o t h e r  a n d  y o u r  f i r s t  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  e a c h  o th e r .  
M i n t y :  L o u i s e  H a n m a n ,  m y  f i r s t  i m p r e s s i o n  
o f  y a  w a s  y o u  w e r e  a  l i t t l e  b a l l  o f  t h u n d e r  a n d  
a  s h r e d d e r .
L o u :  [ l a u g h s ]  T h a t ’s  c o o l .  T h a t ’s  J o n a th a n  
M in to .  M y  f i r s t  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  M i n t y  w a s . . .  I  
w a s  g o n n a  s a y  w h e n  w e  p r a c t i c e d  w i t h  y o u  f o r  
th e  f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  y o u  w e r e  p r e t t y  h u n g o v e r .  
M i n t y :  W a s  t h a t . . .  o k a y ,  y e a h .
L o u :  B u t ,  r e t h i n k i n ’ t h a t ,  y o u  w e r e  t h e  b l o k e  
w h o  e v e r y o n e  w a n t e d  a t  t h e i r  g ig s .
M i n t y :  T h a t ’s  f u n n y .  I  w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  D a v e  
( C a m p b e l l )  j u s t  t h e  o t h e r  d a y  a n d  h e  w a s  
s a y in g  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g .  H e  w o u l d  l e t  m e  in t o  
g ig s  f o r  f r e e .  I ’d  j u s t  w a l k  in  b e c a u s e  I ’d  
b e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a n d  n o  o n e  e l s e  w o u l d  b e .  
[ l a u g h s ]
L o u :  Y e a h ,  y o u  k n o w  w h e n  y o u ’r e  t r y i n g  to  
p l a y  a n d  n o  o n e  i s  w a t c h i n g ?  I t ’s  l i k e ,  “ M i n t y  
w i l l  w a t c h ! ”
K a y l a :  C a v e s  m o v e d  f a s t  b e t w e e n  p l a y i n g  
y o u r  f i r s t  g i g  a n d  r e c o r d i n g .  W a s  t h a t  e a s y ,  
b a s e d  o n  e x p e r i e n c e s  f r o m  o t h e r  b a n d s  y o u ’d  
b e e n  in ?
L o u :  W e l l ,  w e ’v e  b e e n  th r o u g h  s e v e r a l  
s t a g e s .  T h e  v e r y ,  v e r y  f i r s t  s t a g e  w a s  m e ,  
a n d  D a v e ,  a n d  o n e  o f  D a v e ’s  f r i e n d s ,  M ik e ,  
p l a y in g  b a s s .  I  h a d  s o m e  s o n g s  a n d  I  j u s t  
w a n te d  t h e m  d o n e  r e a l  q u i c k ,  s o  w e  s t a r t e d  
o f f  j u s t  b e i n g  l i k e ,  “ H e r e  i t  is .  D o n ’t  o v e r ­
t h i n k  i t . ”  I  d i d n ’t  k n o w  i f  I w a n t e d  t o  s p e n d  
th a t  m u c h  t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t  o n  a n o t h e r  b a n d .  
( L o u  w a s  a l s o  i n  F l a m i n g o  5 0  a t  t h e  t i m e . )  
T h a t  w a s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  s ta g e s .
K a y l a :  A n d ,  M in ty ,  y o u  s t a r t e d  i n  2 0 1 1 ?  
M i n t y :  S o u n d s  a b o u t  r i g h t .  Y e a h ,  i t  w a s  l i k e  
s e v e n  o r  e i g h t  y e a r s  n o w .
K a y l a :  S t r a i g h t  a w a y ,  y o u  g u y s  w e r e  
w o r k i n g  w i t h  A n d r e w  ( H o m e )  a t  S p e c i a l i s t  
S u b je c t .  H o w  h a s  y o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  c h a n g e d  
o r  g r o w n  i n  t h a t  t i m e ?  W e r e  t h e r e  o t h e r  
l a b e l s  y o u  h a d  c o n s i d e r e d ?
M i n t y :  I  w o u l d  s a y  t h a t  m y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w i th  t h o s e  g u y s  h a s  c h a n g e d  ’c a u s e  n o w  
I  h e l p  t h e m  p a i n t  w a l l s .  T h e y  j u s t  o p e n e d  
a  s h o p  a b o v e  t h e  E x c h a n g e  i n  B r i s t o l .  S o  
n o w  i t ’s  m o r e  m a n u a l  la b o r .  I n  f a c t ,  I  t h i n k  
th e  C a v e s  7 ”  w a s  m a y b e  t h e  s e c o n d  r e l e a s e  
o n  S p e c i a l i s t .  A f t e r  t h e  M a g n u s  M a g n u s s o n  
t h i n g  h e  d id  h i m s e l f .  S o  I  t h i n k  i t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  
b a n d  th a t  w a s  s ig n e d .
L o u :  I t  f e l t  l i k e  i t  t o o k  a g e s  f o r  u s  t o  
a c t u a l l y  h a v e  a n  L P  o n  t h e r e .  ‘C a u s e  t h e r e  
w e r e  o l d e r  U . K .  D I Y  l a b e l s  t h a t  w e  w e n t  
w i t h  a  b i t  a s  w e l l ,  l i k e  B o m b e d  O u t .  I t  f e l t  
l i k e  w e  a l m o s t  b r i d g e d  t h e  g a p  b e t w e e n  
t h e  s c e n e  f r o m  t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  
a n d  t h e n  S p e c i a l i s t  S u b j e c t  w a s  l i k e ,  
“ A l r i g h t ,  w e ’r e  d o i n ’ t h i s  n o w ”  a n d  w e ’r e  
l i k e ,  “ O h  g r e a t ,  w e ’ l l  d o  i t ! ”  B u t  a l s o  w e  
g o t  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  Y o  Y o  R e c o r d s  b a s e d  i n  
B e r l i n ,  a n d  t h e y  d o  a l l  t h e  I r o n  C h i c  a n d  
R V I V R  s t u f f  i n  E u r o p e .  W e  a l w a y s  h a d  
t h o s e  t w o  l a b e l s  r e a l l y  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  u s .  
W o u l d  y o u  a g r e e ,  M i n t y ?
M i n t y :  A b s o l u t e l y .  A n d r e w  a n d  K a t i e  
S ta n l e y  d o  a  l o t  f o r  t h e  s c e n e  in  t h e  U .K .  A n d  
A n d r e w  i s  p u s h i n g  t h e  r e c o r d  l a b e l  i n t o  t h e  
s h o p . T h e y  h a v e  a n  a c t u a l  s t o r e  o n  t h e  g o  a n d  
i t ’s  r e a l l y  e x c i t i n g .

L o u :  I  w i s h  I  w a s  t h e r e .  B u t  I  s t i l l  f e e l  a  p a r t  
o f  i t  a  lo t .
M i n t y :  I  w e n t  t o  h o s p i t a l  a f t e r  t h a t  o p e n i n g  
p a r t y ,  [ l a u g h s ]
K a y l a :  B e s i d e s  p l a y i n g  m u s i c ,  w h a t ’s  t h e  
b e s t  j o b  y o u ’v e  e v e r  h a d ?
L o u :  M y  b e s t  j o b ,  I ’m  c u r r e n t l y  d o i n ’ i t .  I  
c a n  w o r k  f r o m  h o m e  a n d  I  c a n  w o r k  f r o m  
t h e  r o a d .  I t ’s  a n  a d m i n / c u s t o m e r  s e r v i c e  
t y p e  t h i n g  f o r  t h i s  r e a l l y  s m a l l  c o m p a n y  in  
N e w  Y o r k .
K a y l a :  G i v e s  y o u  a  l o t  o f  f r e e d o m .
M i n t y :  Y e a h ,  y o u  c a n  l i t e r a l l y  d o  i t  a n y w h e r e .  
L i k e ,  a n s w e r i n g  t h e  p h o n e  i n  I ta ly .
L o u :  A n d  a l l  I ’v e  g o t  t o  d o  i s  b e  n i c e  a n d  
p o l i t e ,  a n d  I  c a n  d o  th a t .  [ A l l  l a u g h . ]
M i n t y :  I t ’s  p r e t t y  f u n  l i s t e n i n g  t o  y o u  o n  t h e  
p h o n e  w i t h  y o u r  r e a l  p o l i t e  t o n e ,  a n d  th e n  
w h e n  s o m e  c u s t o m e r ’s  g o t  o n  y o u r  n e r v e s  
a n d  y o u  h a v e  t o  b e  s t e m  w i t h  t h e m .
L o u :  I t  i s  f u n n y .  W e  c o u l d  b e  h a v i n g  a  t o u r  
d i s c u s s i o n — o r  w h a t e v e r  y o u  s h o u t  a b o u t  i n  a  
t o u r  v a n — a n d  th e n  m y  p h o n e  w i l l  g o  a n d  I ’l l  
b e  l i k e ,  [ in  p o l i t e  v o i c e ]  “ A l r ig h t !  H e l l o ! ”  
M i n t y :  I ’d  s a y  m y  b e s t  j o b  I  e v e r  h a d  w a s  m y  
f i r s t  o n e .  I  w a s  a  h a n d  m o d e l  f o r  A c t i o n  M a n  
a c t i o n  f i g u r e s .  I t ’s  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  G .  I .  J o e .  
I  w a s  t h e  h a n d s  o n  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  p a c k a g e  
s h o w i n g  y o u  h o w  t o  s h o o t  a  c r o s s  b o w . 
K a y l a :  W o w !  T h a t ’s  a w e s o m e !  Y o u r  
p h o t o g r a p h y  i s  f a n t a s t i c ,  t o o .  I s  t h a t  w h a t  
y o u ’r e  c u r r e n t l y  d o i n g — g r a p h i c  d e s i g n  
a n d  p h o t o g r a p h y ?
M i n t y :  M o r e  g r a p h i c  d e s ig n .  P e o p l e  d o n ’t  
r e a l l y  p a y  f o r  p i c t u r e s ,  b u t  t h e y ’ l l  p a y  f o r  
p i c t u r e s  t o  b e  p u t  o n  s o m e t h in g .  I  t r y  n o t  to  
t r e a t  p h o t o g r a p h y  l i k e  a  j o b  ‘c a u s e  i t  t a k e s  a l l  
t h e  f u n  o u t  o f  it .
K a y l a :  O h ,  e x a c t l y  r i g h t .
M i n t y :  I t ’s  t o o  s t r e s s f u l .  I ’v e  a c t u a l l y  j u s t  
s t a r t e d  t o  t a k e  p i c t u r e s  a g a i n  ‘c a u s e  I ’v e  
b e c o m e  u n - b u m t  o u t .
L o u :  U n - b u m t  o u t?
K a y l a :  I  l i k e  t h a t .
L o u :  L i k e  a  p h o e n i x  f r o m  t h e  f l a m e s ?  
M i n t y :  E x a c t l y ,  y e a h !
K a y l a :  H o w  d i d  y o u  f e e l  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  y o u  
s a w  y o u r  p h o t o s  o n  t h e  c o v e r  o f  a  r e c o r d  i n  a  
s h o p ?  I  k n o w  y o u ’v e  d o n e  s t u f f  f o r  F l a t l i n e r s ,  
A g a i n s t  M e ! ,  a n d  M u n c i e  G i r l s .
M i n t y :  I  w a s  b l o w n  a w a y  ’c a u s e  t h e y  
w a n t e d  t o  d o  i t .  J o k e s  o n  t h e m  n o w !  B u t  
n o ,  i t ’s  a l w a y s  r e a l l y  a m a z i n g  t o  s e e  i t  in  
p e r s o n .  T o  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  p h y s i c a l .  M o s t  o f  
m y  p h o t o g r a p h s  a r e  o n  t h e  i n t e r n e t  a n d  o n l y  
d i g i t a l  s tu f f .  I ’v e  n e v e r  d o n e  a n  a r t  s h o w  
o r  a n y t h i n g ,  s o  i t ’s  r e a l l y  n i c e  t o  s e e  i t  o n  a  
m a g a z i n e  o r  r e c o r d .  T a n g ib l e  p r o d u c t s .  
K a y l a :  W h a t  w e r e  y o u r  p a r e n t s  l i k e  g r o w i n g  
u p ?  C r e a t i v e  t y p e s ?  C o n s e r v a t i v e s ?  L o u ,  I  
k n o w  y o u r  f a t h e r  u s e d  t o  b u i l d  y o u  g u i t a r s  
a n d  s e e m s  v e r y  s u p p o r t i v e .
L o u :  M y  p a r e n t s  a r e  s o  s u p p o r t i v e .  T h e y  
g o t  m e  f lu t e  l e s s o n s  a n d  m y  d a d  t a u g h t  
m e  h o w  t o  p l a y  o p e n  c h o r d s  o n  g u i t a r .  H e  
t o o k  m e  t o  a  r o c k  g u i t a r  w o r k s h o p  w h i c h  
i s  b a s i c a l l y  w h e r e  I  l e a r n e d  t o  p l a y  p u n k ,  I  
s u p p o s e .  M y  d a d  b o u g h t  m e  m y  f i r s t  d r u m  
k i t .  H e  c a n ’t  r e a l l y  p l a y  t h a t  m u c h .  H e ’s  in t o  
b l u e s .  S o  t h e y  w e r e  r e a l l y  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  m e  
i n  t h a t  w a y .  I  s o r t  o f  h u n g  o n  to  t h a t  w h e n  I

w a s  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  c o m e  o u t  t o  t h e m .  T h e y ’r e  
p r e t t y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e y ’r e  v e r y ,  
v e r y  s u p p o r t i v e .
K a y l a :  T h a t ’s  t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g  I  w a n t e d  t o  a s k  
t o o — w h a t ’s  t h e  h a r d e s t  t h i n g  y o u ’v e  h a d  t o  
e x p l a i n  o r  s h a r e  w i t h  t h e m ?
L o u :  S o  t h e y ’v e  b e e n  v e r y  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  m y  
m u s i c a l  p u r s u i t s ,  w h i c h  is  g r e a t .  I  s t r u g g l e d  
t o  c o m e  o u t  t o  t h e m  a s  a  t e e n a g e r  t h o u g h ,  a n d  
t h e y  f o u n d  i t  v e r y  h a r d  t o  a c c e p t .  I  l e a r n e d  
h o w  h a r d  i t  w a s  f o r  t h e m  m u c h  l a t e r  i n  l i f e .  I  
g u e s s  t h e y  k e p t  t h a t  h i d d e n  f r o m  m e .
M i n t y :  I  t h i n k  I ’m  i n  t h e  s a m e  b o a t .  I t ’s  b e e n  
m e  a n d  m y  m u m  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  a n d  s h e ’s  
b e e n  u n b e l i e v a b l y  s u p p o r t i v e .  M a y b e  to o  
s u p p o r t i v e ,  l i k e  s h e  m i g h t  n e e d  t o  c u t  t h e  
l e a s h .  N e v e r - e n d i n g  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  I  w o u l d n ’t  
h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  d o  i t  w i t h o u t  t h a t .
L o u :  I  l o v e  M i n t y ’s  m u m .  S h e ’s  s o  n ic e .  
K a y l a :  T h e  d a y  B r e x i t  w a s  v o t e d  o n  I  
w a s  a t  a  M u r d e r b u r g e r s  s h o w  i n  S e a t t l e .  
I  t a l k e d  t o  F r a s e r  a b o u t  i t  t h a t  n i g h t  a n d  
h e  w a s  j u s t  d i s t r a u g h t .  N o w  a  y e a r  a n d  a  
h a l f  l a t e r ,  h o w  h a s  t h i s  i m p a c t e d  y o u  a n d  
w h a t  k i n d  o f  e x p e r i e n c e s  h a v e  y o u  h a d  
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h a t ?
L o u :  I  w a s  i n  P i t t s b u r g h  p l a y i n g  a  s h o w  w i t h  
M i k e y  E r g .  I  w a t c h e d  i t  c o m e  i n  l i v e  a s  i t  
h a p p e n e d  a n d  I  c o u l d n ’t  b e l i e v e  i t .  I  w a s  
s h o c k e d .  I t ’s  j u s t  b e e n  a  t o t a l  d e b a c l e .  I ’m  n o t  
i n  i t  ‘c a u s e  I ’m  in  t h e  S t a t e s ,  b u t  i t  s e e m e d  
l i k e  a  g e n e r a t i o n a l  t h i n g .  A n y w a y s ,  c a r r y  o n  
M in ty .  I ’m  s u r e  y o u  h a v e  p l e n t y  t o  s a y . 
M i n t y :  W e l l ,  w e ’r e  o v e r  h e r e  j u s t  s h r u g g i n ’ 
i t ,  y o u  k n o w ?  L i k e ,  “ N o w  w h a t ? ”  N o  o n e  
r e a l l y  k n o w s  w h a t ’s  s u p p o s e d  to  h a p p e n ,  b u t  
w e  k n o w  t h a t  i t ’s  a  b a d  t h i n g .  I  t h i n k  t h e y  j u s t  
r e l e a s e d  a  f o r e c a s t  o f  i t  a n d  i t ’s  g o n n a  b e  b a d  
f o r  e v e r y o n e .
L o u :  I t  s e e m s  l i k e  e v e r y o n e — ‘c a u s e  I  s p o k e  
t o  m y  p a r e n t s  a b o u t  i t — a n d  i t  w a s  d e c i d e d  o n  
s o r t  o f  a  w h i m  o r  a  f e e l i n g - t y p e  v o te .  I n s t e a d  
o f ,  “ W h a t  d o e s  t h i s  m e a n  f o r  t h e  e c o n o m y ? ”  
A n d  I  t h o u g h t  t h a t  w a s  a b s o l u t e l y  r i d i c u l o u s .  
L i e s  a b o u t  N H S  ( N a t i o n a l  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e )  
s p e n d i n g  a n d  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  I n  f a c t ,  I  
r e m e m b e r  m y  m u m  s a y i n g  to  m e ,  “ H o w  d id  
t h e y  e x p e c t  u s  t o  m a k e  t h e  r i g h t  d e c i s i o n  i f  
t h e y  w o n ’t  t e l l  u s  w h a t  w i l l  h a p p e n ? ”
M i n t y :  T h e y  l i t e r a l l y  p r i n t e d  a  h u g e  l i e  o n  
t h e  s id e  o f  a  b u s  a n d  p a r a d e d  i t  a r o u n d  a b o u t  
h o w  m u c h  i t  w a s  g o i n g  t o  c o s t  t h e  N H S  a n d  
i t  j u s t  w a s n ’t  t r u e  a t  a l l .
K a y l a :  O h ,  w o w .
M i n t y :  I t ’s  b o n k e r s .
K a y l a :  T h e  i m p r e s s i o n  w e  g e t  i n  t h e  S t a t e s  i s  
t h a t  i t  a l l o w s  p e o p l e  w h o  w e r e  a l r e a d y  r a c i s t  
t o  s p o u t  t h e i r  x e n o p h o b i a  a n d  h a t e  w i t h o u t  
h i d i n g  i t .  A n d  t h a t  p e o p l e  a r e n ’t  h o l d i n g  b a c k  
o r  h a v i n g  a n y  q u a l m s  a b o u t  s a y i n g  t h i n g s  
t h a t  a r e  t e r r i b l e  a n d  w r o n g  a n y m o r e .
L o u :  Y e a h ,  i t ’s  g i v e n  p e o p l e  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  
b e  o p e n l y  r a c i s t .  A  f r i e n d  o f  m i n e  m e s s a g e d  
m e  t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  a f t e r  t h e  r e s u l t .  S h e  w a s  o n  
t h e  t u b e  i n  L o n d o n  a n d  s h e  w a s  l i k e ,  “ P e o p l e  
a r e  j u s t  o p e n l y  c r y i n g  o n  t h e  t u b e . ”  A n d  I  
w a s  w a l k i n ’ a b o u t  i n  B r i s t o l  a  f e w  m o n t h s  
a f t e r w a r d s ,  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  t h e s e  w o r k m e n -  
t y p e ,  b i g  f e l l a s  i n  a  c a r  o n  a  s m a l l  r e s i d e n t i a l  
r o a d .  A n d  t h e r e  w a s  t h i s  d e l i v e r y  m a n  j u s t  
s o r t  o f  b l o c k i n g  t h e  r o a d  ‘c a u s e  a  l o t  o f



B r i s t o l  r o a d s  a r e  t i n y  a n d  a r e  n o t  tw o  w a y . 
S o  t h e s e  w o r k e r  d u d e s  w e r e  l i k e ,  h a v i n ’ a  g o  
a t  t h i s  d e l i v e r y  d r i v e r  ‘c a u s e  h e  d i d n ’t  l o o k  
o r  s o u n d  E n g l i s h  a n d  h e  w a s  b l o c k i n g  th e  
r o a d  f o r  a  s e c o n d .  I t  w a s  h e a r t b r e a k i n g  to  
s e e  t h a t  a n d  to  t h i n k  l i k e ,  “ W e l l  I  g u e s s  t h a t  
s o r t  o f  t h i n g  i s  a l l  r i g h t  n o w ? ”
M i n t y :  Y e a h ,  I  t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  l o t s  ' o f  l i k e ,  
“ Y o u  g u y s  s h o u l d  g o  h o m e ! ”  a f t e r  t h a t ,  a s  
i f  s o m e o n e  w a s  m a k i n g  p e o p l e  g o  h o m e  to  
n a t i v e  l a n d s .
K a y l a :  R i g h t  a n d  m o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  t h o s e  
p e o p l e  a r e  f r o m  B r i t a in .  I t ’s  a w f u l .  I t ’s  
h a p p e n i n g  h e r e ,  to o .
L o u :  I t  i s  w e i r d  h o w  i t ’s  s o  i n  s y n c .
K a y l a :  M m h m m .  T r u m p  a n d  B r e x i t .
L o u :  Y e a h , I  d i d n ’t  w a n t  t o  s a y  th e  “ T ”  w o rd .  
K a y l a :  Y e a h . . .  S o r r y .  N e i t h e r  d o  I .
L o u :  B u t  y e a h ,  i t ’s  s o  s t r a n g e  h o w  i t ’s  o n  
p a r  w i th  e a c h  o th e r .
K a y l a :  H o p e f u l l y  w e ’r e  d u e  f o r  a  c o m p l e t e  
1 8 0  a n d  i t  a l l  w a s h e s  a w a y  s o o n .  M a y b e  
w e ’ l l  g o  t o  b e i n g  m o r e  l i b e r a l l y  m i n d e d  
a n d  a c c e p t i n g .
L o u :  I  c e r t a i n l y  f e e l  l i k e  i t ’s  m o r e  t w o  s te p s  
f o r w a r d ,  o n e  s t e p  b a c k  s o r t  o f  th i n g .
K a y l a :  W h e n  y o u ’r e  t o u r i n g  E u r o p e ,  d o  y o u  
n e e d  t o  s p e a k  m u l t i p l e  l a n g u a g e s ?
M i n t y :  I t ’s  i m p o r t a n t  to  k n o w  th e  
p l e a s a n t r i e s  a n d  h o w  t o  b e  n i c e  t o  p e o p l e .  
K n o w i n g  t h e i r  n a t i v e  t o n g u e  is  c r u c i a l ,  I  
t h i n k .  ‘C a u s e  o t h e r w i s e  y o u  j u s t  s e e m  l ik e  
a  b i t  o f  a  d ic k .  I  r e a l l y  d o n ’t  k n o w  e n o u g h  
F r e n c h ,  G e r m a n ,  I t a l i a n .  I  h a d  t h e  D u o l i n g o  
a p p  o n  m y  p h o n e  a t  o n e  p o i n t  a n d  I  w a s  
t r y i n g  t o  l e a r n  i t ,  b u t  o n c e  I  p i c k e d  i t  u p  
a g a i n ,  t h e  t o u r  h a d  f i n i s h e d .
L o u :  I  f i n d  t h a t  a s  l o n g  a s  y o u  s o r t  o f  t r y  to  
s a y  “ H e l l o ”  a n d  “ T h a n k  y o u ”  a n d  “ P l e a s e ”—  
y o u  k n o w ,  t h e  b a s i c  p l e a s a n t r i e s — t h a t ’s  t h e  
r i g h t  t h i n g  t o  d o .
M i n t y :  A n d  “ W h e r e ’s  s w i m m i n g  p o o l s ? ”  
T h a t ’s  i m p o r t a n t .  [ A l l  l a u g h . ]
K a y l a :  H a v e  y o u  l e a r n e d  t h a t  i n  m a n y  
l a n g u a g e s ?
L o u :  Y e a h .  [ S p e a k s  in  G e r m a n . ]  O h  w e l l ,  
t h a t ’s  “ W h e r e  i s  t h e  s t a t i o n ? ”  b u t  I ’m  g e t t i n g  
th e r e ,  [ l a u g h s ]
K a y l a :  W h e n  I  v i s i t e d  E u r o p e ,  I  l e a r n e d  t h a t  
p i n b a l l  i s  c a l l e d  L e  F l i p p e r  i n  m o s t  p l a c e s .  
S o  w h e n  I  w a s  l o o k i n g  f o r  p i n b a l l  i n  B e r l i n  
a n d  R o m e  i t  w a s  m u c h  e a s i e r .
L o u :  T h a t ’s  a  g o o d  t h i n g  to  l e a r n !
K a y l a :  I n  y o u r  d a y - t o - d a y  l i f e ,  h o w  a r e  y o u  
f ig h t in g  f o r  s o c i a l  c h a n g e ,  in t e r s e c t i o n a l i t y ,  
a n d  i n c l u s i v i t y ?  A r e  t h e r e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  y o u  
s u p p o r t  o r  w o r k  d i r e c t l y  w i t h ?
L o u :  T h a t ’s  a  v e r y  g o o d  q u e s t i o n .
K a y l a :  O r  i s  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  a d d r e s s  
l y r i c a l l y ?
L o u :  P e r s o n a l l y ,  I  d o n ’t  t e n d  t o  w r i t e  
o u t w a r d l y  p o l i t i c a l  o r  l y r i c s  a b o u t  s o c i a l  
c o m m e n t a r i e s  o r  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  i s  o u t s i d e  
o f  m y  o w n  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  M y  
l y r i c  w r i t i n g  i s  n o r m a l l y  f r o m  a  p l a c e  
o f  p e r s o n a l  f r u s t r a t i o n  o r  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  
I  n e e d  t o  w o r k  t h r o u g h .  A n d ,  I ,  a s  a n  
E n g l i s h  p e r s o n  f r o m  t h e  S o u t h  W e s t ,  h a v e  
a  d e e p  f e e l i n g  o f  n o t  w a n t i n g  t o  o v e r s t e p  
a n y  b o u n d a r i e s  o r  n o t  w a n t i n g  t o  t a l k  
a b o u t  s o m e t h i n g  I  d o n ’t  k n o w  a n y t h i n g

a b o u t .  N o t  w a n t i n g  t o  p u t  m y  f o o t  i n  m y  
m o u t h  o r  s o m e t h i n g .
K a y l a :  S u r e .
L o u :  S o  I  l i v e  i n  W e s t  P h i l l y  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  
w h i c h  i s  s u c h  a n  a w e s o m e ,  m u l t i c u l t u r a l  
p l a c e .  S o  i t  f e e l s  s o r t  o f  g r e a t  t o  b e  i n  a  p l a c e  
w h e r e  I ’m  o u t  o f  m y  W e s t  c o u n t r y  E n g l i s h  
c o m f o r t  z o n e  a n d  I  t r y  t o  b e  a  p e r s o n  in  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  w a l k i n g  a r o u n d  w i t h  b i g  
r e s p e c t  a n d  w i t h  m y  e y e s  o p e n .
K a y l a :  T h a t ’s  g r e a t .
L o u :  M a y b e  w e / I  d o n ’t  d o  e n o u g h  a b o u t  
f i g h t i n g  f o r  s o c i a l  c h a n g e .  I  u s e d  t o  t h i n k  
i t  w a s  e n o u g h  t o  b e  a  b a n d  t h a t  w a s n ’t  a l l  
c i s  d u d e s .  B u t  i n  t h i s  c u r r e n t  c l i m a t e ,  I  d o n ’t  
t h i n k  t h a t ’s  e n o u g h .
M i n t y :  C o m p a r in g  P h i l l y  to  N e w  Y o r k  is  l i k e  
B r i s to l  t o  L o n d o n .  S a m e  d i s t a n c e  a s  w e l l .  S o  
y o u ’r e  l i v in g  in  t h e  B r i s to l  o f  t h e  S ta t e s .

L o u :  [ l a u g h s ]  Y e a h ,  I  c a n  s e e  th a t .  I t  d o e s  f e e l  
l i k e  a  l o t  o f  s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  t e r m s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  
c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  B r i s t o l .  Y o u  k n o w ,  t h e r e  a r e  
t h e  p o c k e t s  o f  c o m m u n i t y  i n  B r i s t o l  a n d  th a t  
f e e l  f a m i l i a r  i n  s o m e  w a y s  t o  P h i l l y .
M i n t y :  T h e r e ’s  a  t i n g e  o f  i t .  T h e r e ’s  a  t i n g e  
o f  t h e  B r i z  i n  t h e  P h iz .
L o u :  I  s t r u g g l e  t o  f i n d  s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e t w e e n  
t h e  U .S .  a n d  t h e  U .K .  n o w . I t  j u s t  f e e l s  s o  
d i f f e r e n t  t o  m e .  E v e r y t h i n g  I  l e a r n e d  i n  t h e  
U .K .  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t .  I t ’s  a l m o s t  
n o n - r e l a t a b l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t e r m s  o f  p e o p l e  
a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s .  P e o p l e ’s  e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  
s o  d i f f e r e n t .
K a y l a :  I t  s o u n d s  l i k e  a  c a s e  o f  l o n g t e r m  c u l tu r e  
s h o c k .  I s  i t  l i k e  le a r n in g  a  c o m p le t e ly  n e w  
l i f e s ty le  a n d  t r y i n g  to  a s s im i la t e ?
L o u :  I  t h i n k ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  I ’v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  u s e d  t o  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  p e o p l e  o r



v i e w p o i n t s  t h a t  I ’v e  n o t  c o m e  a c r o s s  b e f o r e .  
A n d  I ’v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
r e a s o n s  w h y  p e o p l e  a c t  o r  t h i n k  t h e  w a y  t h e y  
d o ,  l i k e  t h e  f e r v o r  b e h i n d  g u n s ,  r e l i g i o n ,  o r  
l a c k  o f  a n  e q u a l  h e a l t h  c a r e  s y s t e m .  T h e  
m i x in g  o f  c h u r c h  a n d  s t a t e ,  t o o .  A l s o ,  f o r  
e x a m p le ,  t h e  r i g h t  w i n g  a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t  
f o lk s — I ’m  u s e d  t o  t h i s  i d e a  f r o m  a  
E u r o p e a n  a n t i - f a s c i s t  o r  a n a r c h o  s e t t i n g ,  n o t  
a r m e d  m i l i t i a s  i n  O r e g o n .  T h e r e  i s  a  g e n e r a l  
a n d  a l l - p e r v a s i v e  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  h a v i n g  t o  
f ig h t  f o r  y o u r s e l f  a n d  y o u r  n e e d s  a  l o t  m o r e .  
I t  i s  a  v e r y  a g g r e s s i v e  a t m o s p h e r e  t o  s t e p  
i n to  t h a t  I ’m  c o n s t a n t l y  t r y i n g  t o  n a v i g a t e  
o r  u n d e r s t a n d .  I  m e a n — w h a t  d o  I  k n o w  
r e a l ly ? — y o u ’v e  j u s t  g o t t a  g e t  o n  w i t h  i t .  
M i n t y :  A n d  y o u  d r i v e  o n  th e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  
r o a d  a s  w e l l .  I t ’s  w e i r d .
K a y l a :  I  a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  y o u  s a y  t h e  “ o t h e r ”

s i d e  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  “ w r o n g ”  s i d e  o r  “ r i g h t ”  
s id e .  [ A l l  l a u g h . ]
M i n t y :  T h e r e  i s  n o  w r o n g  o r  r i g h t  s i d e .  I  h a v e  
a  f e e l i n g  t h a t  w e ’r e  i n  t h e  w r o n g ,  a c tu a l l y .  
‘C a u s e  i t ’s  j u s t  u s  a n d  A u s t r a l i a .
K a y l a :  W e l l ,  w e  h a v e  m e t r i c  g u i l t  i n  t h e  
S t a t e s ,  [ l a u g h s ]  H o w  d o  y o u  c o p e  w i t h  
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ,  m i s t a k e s ,  o r  s t r e s s ?  A n d ,  o n  
t h e  f l i p s i d e ,  h o w  d o  y o u  m a n a g e  h a p p i n e s s  
a n d  c o n t e n t m e n t ?
M i n t y :  I  d e a l  w i t h  m i s t a k e s  a n d  a l l  t h a t  ^ y  
t h i n k i n ’ a b o u t  t h e m  a  lo t .  A n d  a  l o t  a n d  a  lo t .  
A n d  s o m e  t h i n g s  I  s t i l l  t h i n k  a b o u t  h a p p e n e d  
y e a r s  a g o .  I  r e m e m b e r  o n e  t i m e  I  i n t r o d u c e d  
m y  f r i e n d  R o r y  a s  R y a n  t o  s o m e o n e ,  a n d  
h e  s a i d  “ D i d  y o u  j u s t  c a l l  m e  R y a n ? ”  a n d  I  
t h i n k  a b o u t  t h a t  s t i l l .  I  t h i n k  a b o u t  m i s t a k e s  
a l l  t h e  t i m e .  T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a  l o t  o f  t h e m ,  
[ l a u g h s ]

L o u :  I  t h i n k  w i t h  b o t h  e x t r e m e s  I  t r y  a n d  
b e  a s  h o n e s t  a s  I  c a n .  I t ’s  h a r d  s o m e t i m e s  
w h e n  y o u  f e e l  l i k e  y o u ’v e  m a d e  a  m i s t a k e  
o r  y o u  h a v e  d e e p  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  a b o u t  
s o m e t h i n g .  I t ’s  s o r t  o f  h a r d e r  t o  c o m e  t o  
t e r m s  w i t h .  A n d  I ’m  t r y i n g  t o  g r o w  a s  a  
p e r s o n  a n d  t o  n o t  k e e p  t h a t  b u r i e d ,  i f  y o u  
k n o w  w h a t  I  m e a n .  B e t t e r  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  
t h i n g s  t h a n  n o t .
M i n t y :  Y e a h ,  a b s o lu t e ly .  I  f o u n d  t h a t  o u t  
r e c e n t ly .  I  w o u l d  a l w a y s  k e e p  t h i n g s  i n  b u t  
i t ’s  b e t t e r  t o  a i r  t h e m  o u t  s t r a i g h t  a w a y .  D o n ’t  
l e t  t h e m  l in g e r .
K a y l a :  R ig h t .  I ’v e  b e e n  d o i n g  a  l o t  o f  t h a t  
l a te l y ,  t o o .  I t ’s  h a r d  a t  f i r s t  b u t  o n c e  y o u ’v e  
s t a r t e d ,  i t ’s  h a r d  t o  s to p .
L o u :  I t ’s  h a r d ,  t h o u g h ,  i f  y o u  f e e l  l i k e  y o u  
h a v e n ’t  g o t  a  n e t w o r k  o f  p e o p l e  a r o u n d  y o u  
w h o  y o u  c a n  t r u s t  t o  t e l l  y o u r  s h i t  to .
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K a y l a :  O r  c a l l  y o u  o u t  o n  y o u r  b u l l s h i t  to o ,  
‘c a u s e  t h a t ’s  e q u a l l y  im p o r t a n t .
L o u :  Y e a h , a b s o lu te ly .  Y o u  n e e d  to  b e  a b l e  to  
t a k e  th a t  c a l l i n g  o u t .  I t ’s  e a s y  to  g e t  d e f e n s iv e .  
K a y l a :  W h a t  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  s u r p r i s i n g  
t h i n g s  p e o p l e  h a v e  s a i d  to  y o u  a t  g i g s ?  M o r e  
th a n  j u s t  t h e  “ g r e a t  j o b , ”  “ l i k e d  y o u r  s e t . ”  
L o u :  I t ’s  h a p p e n e d  a  c o u p l e  o f  t i m e s .  I  w o n ’t  
s a y  w h e r e  o r  w h o  o r  w h a te v e r ,  b u t  i t ’s  w h e n  
s o m e b o d y  c o m e s  u p  t o  y o u  a n d  s a y s  t h a t  a  
s o n g  o r  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  y o u  p u t  o u t  in t o  th e  
w o r ld  h e l p e d  s a v e  t h e i r  l i f e .  L i k e  t h e y  w e r e  
f e e l i n g  s u i c i d a l  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  th a t .  I t ’s  
f lo o r i n g  t o  m e .
M i n t y :  H a v i n g  b e e n  in  a  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n ,  
b e i n g  s o  b r a v e  t o  w a l k  u p  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  
s a v e d  t h e i r  l i f e  a n d  t h a n k  t h e m  f o r  i t . . .  i s  
v e r y  t o u c h i n g .
K a y l a :  T h a t ’s  p o w e r f u l .
L o u :  I t ’s  a  b i g  d e a l ,  y o u  k n o w ?
M i n t y :  A n d  i t  h e l p e d  m e  in  w a y s  a s  w e l l .  
T h e  h e l p  w a s  r e f l e c t e d  b a c k  to w a r d  m e .  I  f e l t  
a  l o t  b e t t e r  a b o u t  w h a t  I  w a s  d o in g .
L o u :  Y e a h ,  y e a h .
M i n t y :  [ l a u g h s ]  I  w a s  g o n n a  s a y ,  m e  a n d  L o u  
u s e d  t o  p l a y  i n  a  w e d d i n g  b a n d  to g e th e r .  
K a y l a :  O h  n o  w a y !
M i n t y :  L o u  w o u l d  p l a y  d r u m s .  A n d  o n e  t i m e  
a  g u y  c a m e  u p  t o  u s  a n d  s a id ,  “ I  s a w  T h e  
W h o  l a s t  n i g h t ,  a n d  y o u  g u y s  w e r e  b e t t e r . ”  
[A ll  l a u g h . ]
L o u :  Y o u  h e a r d  i t  h e r e !
K a y l a :  W e r e  y o u  g u y s  p l a y i n g  c o v e r  s o n g s  
in  t h e  w e d d i n g  b a n d ?
M i n t y :  O h  y e a h ,  l o a d s  o f  t h e m .  W h a t  w a s  i t ,  
l ik e  tw o  h o u r s  w o r t h  o f  m u s i c ?
K a y l a :  H o l y  s h i t .  T h a t ’s  a  to n !
L o u :  Y e a h ,  i t  w a s  a r o u n d  t h e r e .  W h a t  
M i n t y  g o t  o f f  l i g h t l y  f r o m  w a s . . .  t h e r e  
w a s  t h e  f e w  o t h e r  i n c a r n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  b a n d  
b e f o r e  M i n t y  w a s  s u c k e d  i n t o  i t .  S o  I ’v e  
l e a r n e d — I d o n ’t  k n o w ,  I ’m  g o n n a  s a y  a t  
l e a s t  1 5 0  o t h e r  s o n g s .
M i n t y :  O t h e r  s o n g s ?
L o u :  ‘C a u s e  I ’v e  b e e n  d o i n ’ i t  f o r  a  c o u p l e  o f  
y e a r s  n o w . A n d  th e n  w e  g o t  in t o  a  g r o o v e .  
K a y l a :  Y o u  f in e  t u n e d  t h e  s e t .
L o u :  I t  w a s  s o  g o o d  to  a lw a y s  le a r n  a  n e w  
s o n g . I  th in k  th a t  r e a l ly  s te p s  u p  m y  g a m e  a s  f a r  
a s  b e in g  a  m u s ic ia n .  T h e  c o u p le  w o u ld  a s k  f o r  a  
f ir s t  d a n c e  a n d  w e ’d  g e t  th e  in f o r m a t io n  a  w e e k  
o r  tw o  b e f o r e  th e  w e d d in g .  T h e  f i r s t  t i m e  w e  
w o u ld  p l a y  i t  w o u ld  b e  th e i r  f i r s t  d a n c e .  A n d  I  
lo v e d  th a t .  O n . Y o u r . T o e s !  H e r e  w e  g o !
M i n t y :  O n e  t i m e  t h e  f i r s t  d a n c e  w a s  “ T h e  
P o w e r  o f  L o v e ”  b y  H u e y  L e w i s  A n d  T h e  
N e w s ,  w h i c h  is  m y  f a v o r i t e  s o n g .  I  w a s  s o  
e x c i te d — th e  f a c t  t h a t  w e ’d  b e e n  a s k e d  to  
p l a y  th a t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  d a n c e .  I  d o n ’t  k n o w  
w h y , b u t  w e  e n d e d  u p  n o t  p l a y i n g  it .  M a y b e  
A n d y  h a d n ’t  l e a r n e d  i t ?  ‘C a u s e  y o u  h a d  i t  
d o w n  p a t ,  r i g h t ?
L o u :  I  h a d  i t  d o w n .  Y e a h ,  w e  e n d e d  u p  
p l a y in g  th a t  o n  t h e  P A .
M i n t y :  O h  y e a h  a n d  I  p l a y e d  a l o n g  o n  b a s s !  
T h a t  w a s  a  g o o d  f i r s t  d a n c e .
K a y l a :  W h e n  y o u  c o m e  b a c k  f r o m  a  t o u r ,  
w h a t ’s  t h e  t h i n g  y o u ’r e  m o s t  l o o k i n g  
f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  o r  d o i n g ?  W h a t  g i v e s  
y o u  c o m f o r t  a n d  w h a t  m a k e s  y o u  f e e l  l i k e  
y o u ’r e  h o m e  a g a i n ?

M i n t y :  M y  b a t h tu b .
L o u :  B a t h !  H a v i n ’ a  b a t h  i s  p u r e  j o y .  H a v i n ’ 
t i m e  to  y o u r s e l f  i s  g o o d .  I ’m  g o n n a  g o  a  b i t  
b l e a k  n o w ,  b u t  i t  d o e s n ’t  f e e l  l i k e  c o r n i n ’ I 
b a c k  to  P h i l l y  i s  l i k e  c o m i n g  b a c k  t o  m y  
h o m e .  I  f i n i s h  a  t o u r ,  I ’m  b a c k  h e r e ,  t h e n  I ’m  
l i k e ,  “ E h ,  a l r i g h t . ”
M i n t y :  T o u r  c o n t in u e s .  T o u r  o f  l i f e .
L o u :  I l i k e  t o u r  a n d  m u s i c  b e i n g  m y  l i f e ,  n o t ,  
“ O k a y ,  I ’m  h a v i n g  a  b r e a k  f r o m  l i f e  a n d  I ’m  
d o i n g  m u s i c . ”
K a y l a :  I  a l s o  w a n t e d  t o  a s k  w h a t  y o u r  
p r e f e r r e d  p r o n o u n s  a r e ,  a n d  h o w  o f t e n  y o u  
a r e  m i s t a k e n  a s  a  L o u i s  i n s t e a d  o f  L o u i s e ?  
L o u :  I  u s e  f e m a l e  p r o n o u n s .  T h a n k s  f o r  
a s k i n g ,  t h a t ’s  c o o l .  I  a m  c o n s t a n t l y  m i s t a k e n  
f o r  a n  I t a l i a n  L o u  ‘c a u s e  o f  m y  j o b .  I  d o n ’t  
s e e  c u s t o m e r s  f a c e  t o  f a c e ,  I  t a l k  t o  t h e m  
o n  t h e  p h o n e  o r  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  I  e m a i l  a n d  
I d o n ’t  s i g n  o f f  a s  L o u i s e .  I  s i g n  o f f  a s  L o u  
j u s t  ‘c a u s e ,  t h a t ’s  m y  n a m e .  I  d i d n ’t  r e a l i z e  
t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  a  t h i n g ,  l i k e  i f  t h e y  p h o n e  
u p  a n d  s a y ,  “ O h  I  s p o k e  t o  t h i s  g u y  L o u  
o n  t h e  e m a i l , ”  I ’m  l i k e ,  “ O k a y ,  y e a h ,  y e a h ,  
t h a t ’s  m e  a n d  I  c a n  h e l p  y o u . ”  I ’v e  n o t i c e d  
t h i s  ‘c a u s e  I  u s e d  t o  d o  a d m i n  in  t h e  U .K .  I  
w o u l d  s i g n  o f f  L o u i s e  in  m y  e m a i l  s i g n a t u r e ,  
a n d  i f  c u s t o m e r s  t h i n k  y o u ’r e  a  g u y ,  t h e y  w i l l  
d o  w h a t  y o u  s a y . T a k e  y o u  m o r e  s e r io u s ly .  I f  
I ’m  a r r a n g i n g  s o m e t h i n g  in  m y  n e w  j o b  h e r e ,  
t h e y  w i l l  j u s t  d o  i t .  I t ’s  e a s i e r  t o  g e t  t h i n g s  
d o n e  ‘c a u s e  t h e y  t h i n k  I ’m  a  g u y . A n d  t h a t ’s  
h e l p f u l  to  m e .
K a y l a :  I t ’s  t e r r i b l e ,  b u t  i t ’s  t r u e .  I ’v e  s e e n  
i t  h a p p e n .
L o u :  C o n v e r s e l y ,  o n  t h e  f l i p s i d e ,  i f  I ’m  
t a l k i n ’ t o  t h e m  o n  t h e  p h o n e — i f  t h e y ’r e  s o r t  
o f  a n g r y  a b o u t  s o m e t h i n g  a n d  th e y  w a n t  to  
s p e a k  t o  L o u — t h e y  s p e a k  to  m e  l i k e ,  “ O h ,  
s o r r y .”  I f  t h e y  s p e a k  to  m e  o n  th e  p h o n e ,  I 
c a n  a p p e a s e  t h e m  e a s i e r .  C r a z y .
M i n t y :  Y e a h ,  m a le  p r o n o u n s .  I d o n ’t  r e a l l y  
f e e l  l i k e  a  “ g u y .”  I  f e e l  l i k e  a  “ c h a p , ”  r e a l ly .  
I t ’s  f u n n y .  I  b u y  a  l o t  o f  m u s i c a l  g e a r  o n  
G u m t r e e ,  w h i c h  i s  l i k e  a  C r a i g s l i s t ,  a n d  I  
h a v e  m u l t i p l e  a c c o u n t s  o n  i t  u n d e r  d i f f e r e n t  
a l i a s e s .  I  h a d  o n e  u n d e r  a  f e m a le  n a m e ,  a n d  
t h e  r e p l i e s  I  g o t  f r o m  t h i s  o n e  p e r s o n  in  
p a r t i c u l a r  w e r e  t e r r i f y in g .  V e r y  c r e e p y .  I f  I 
w a s  j u s t  u s i n g  m y  n o r m a l  n a m e ,  h e ’d  h a v e  
b e e n  l i k e ,  “ O h ,  w h a te v e r .  A r e  y o u  g o i n g  to  
b u y  th i s  a m p ? ”  B u t  h e  k e p t  o n  s e n d i n g  m e  
m e s s a g e s  o v e r  a n d  o v e r .  T h e  r e a s o n  I h a v e  
a l l  t h e s e s  a c c o u n t s  i s  j u s t  s o  I  c a n  g e t  a  b e t t e r  
d e a l .  B u t  t h a t  w a s  r e a l l y  e y e  o p e n i n g  a n d  
s c a r y  a n d  I  r e p o r t e d  h im .  I  d i d n ’t  k n o w  w h a t  
t o  d o .  I w a s  r e a l l y  s h o o k  u p  b y  it .  B u t  t h a t  
r e a l l y  o p e n e d  m y  e y e s  t o  h o w  p e o p l e  t a l k  to  
y o u  w h e n  th e y  t h i n k  y o u ’r e  s o m e o n e  e l s e .  
K a y l a :  Y e a h ,  i t ’s  u n f o r t u n a t e .  A l l  w e  c a n  d o  
is  t r e a t  e a c h  o t h e r  e q u a l l y  a n d  c a l l  p e o p l e  o u t  
w h e n  t h e y ’r e  d o i n g  i t  t o  o th e r s .  ’
M i n t y :  Y e a h ,  j u s t  b e  n i c e  t o  e a c h  o th e r .  
T h e r e ’s  n o  r e a s o n  t o  b r i n g  in  h o w  l o n e l y  t h e  
p e r s o n  t h o u g h t  I  w a s .  E n d i n g  t h e  m e s s a g e s  
w i t h  k i s s e s .
K a y l a :  T h a t ’s  a w f u l !  W e l l . . .  m y  n e x t  q u e s t i o n  
i s  a b o u t  y o u r  h a i r .  D o  y o u  e v e r  g e t  i t  s t u c k  
p l a c e s  y o u  w i s h  y o u  h a d n ’t?
M i n t y :  O h  g o d ,  i t ’s  a l w a y s  s t u c k  in  
s o m e t h in g .  I t ’s  s t u c k  i n  s o m e t h i n g  r i g h t  n o w .





I  j u s t  h a d  a  b a t h  s o  i t ’s  l i k e ,  e v e r y w h e r e .  
T h e r e ’s  t i m e s  w h e n  w e ’r e  p l a y i n g  a n d  m y  
h a i r  f l i e s  a r o u n d  a  b i t  a n d  i t ’ l l  g e t  s t u c k  o n  
th e  t u n i n g  p e g  o n  th e  h e a d  s to c k .  A n d  I ’l l  
b a n g  m y  h e a d  t h e  o t h e r  w a y  a n d  t e a r  o u t  a  
c h u n k .  Y e a h ,  i t  s u c k s .  I  w a s  t y i n g  u p  m y  h a i r  
in  m y  b e d r o o m  t h e  o t h e r  d a y  a n d  i t  t o u c h e d  
th e  l i g h t  b u l b  a n d  i t  k i n d a  s e t  o n  f i r e  a  b i t .  
[ A l l  l a u g h . ]
K a y l a :  W h a t  d o  y o u  g u y s  d o  t o  s t a y  f i t  
a n d  h e a l t h y  o n  to u r ?  S w i m m i n g  w h e n e v e r  
p o s s i b l e ?  N o  m a t t e r  t h e  s e a s o n ?
L o u :  I ’v e  s t a r t e d  t r y i n g  to  g o  r u n n i n g  o n  
t o u r  b u t  i t  d o e s n ’t  l a s t  l o n g  ‘c a u s e  y o u ’r e  
s o  k n a c k e r e d .  S o r t  o f  t i r e d  a n d  y o u  j u s t  
w a n t  t o  s l e e p  i n  a  b i t  m o r e  s o  y o u ’r e  n o t  s o  
e x h a u s t e d .  B u t ,  y e a h ,  w e  g o  s w i m m i n g .  I f  i t ’s  
t o o  c o l d  t o  g o ,  w h e n  w e ’r e  n o t  s o m e w h e r e  b y  
th e  s e a ,  t h e n  w e ’l l  g o  f i n d  th e  n e a r e s t  i n d o o r  
s w i m m i n g  p o o l  a n d  h a v e  a  q u i c k  h a l f  h o u r .  I  
d o n ’t  k n o w  i f  i t ’s  a  f i t n e s s  t h i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  
s o u l  c l e a n s i n g  t h i n g .  J u s t  to  h a v e  a  d u n k .  
M i n t y :  T h e r e ’s  a  p h a s e  o f  a c tu a l l y  s w i m m i n ’ 
la p s ,  w h i c h  is  p r e t t y  c o o l .  I  a m  in t o  m o r e  o f  
th e  s l id e s  a n d  th e  j u m p i n ’ in  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t .  
L o u :  I  l i k e  t o  d o  a  b i t  o f  b o th .
M i n t y :  L o u ’s  l i k e  p r o  a t  s w i m m i n g .  S h e  w a s  
o n  t h e  s w i m  te a m .
K a y i a :  R e a l ly ?
L o u :  Y e a h ,  a s  a  c h i l d  I  w a s  o n  th e  C h e l t e n h a m  
w o m e n ’s  s w i m  t e a m .  I  w a s  g o o d .  I  lo v e  
s w i m m i n g  s o  m u c h .  A n d  t h a t ’s  s t a y e d  w i t h  
m e ,  f o r  s u r e .
M i n t y :  I  r e m e m b e r  o n e  t i m e  w h e n  w e  h a d  
j u s t  g o t t e n  o f f  t h e  C h a n n e l  T u n n e l  a n d  w e  
w e r e  s w i m m i n g  in  t h e  s e a  i n  t h e  p i s s i n g  
d o w n  r a i n .  I t  w a s  h o r r i b l e  b u t  w e  w e n t  i n  t h e  
s e a  j u s t  ‘c a u s e .  A n d  w e  s a w  t h i s  h u g e  b i t  o f  
g r a f f i t i  o n  t h e  s id e  o f  t h e  b e a c h  o n  t h i s  b i g  
s e a w a l l  t h a t  s a y s  “ S E A  I S  L I F E .”  A n d  t h a t  
b e c a m e  a  r e a s o n  to  l i v e ,  ‘c a u s e  S e a  I s  L i f e .  
L o u :  I  t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  o n e  o f  o u r  b e s t ,  s h i t - e s t  
s w im s .  T h a t  k i n d  o f  l i k e ,  “ W e ’r e  d o i n ’ t h i s ,  
c o m e  r a i n  o r  s h i n e . ”  W a s  i t  C a l a i s ?
M i n t y :  I t  w a s  C a l a i s .  B u t  i t  w a s  s o  m i s e r a b l e .  
Y o u  c o u l d n ’t  b e  a n y  w e t t e r .  F r o m  a b o v e ,  
f r o m  b e lo w .
K a y l a :  W h a t  a r e  w o r d s  y o u  s a y  t h a t  m o s t  
A m e r i c a n s  m i s h e a r  o r  d o n ’t  u n d e r s t a n d ?  
L o u :  I ’v e  s t a r t e d  c h a n g i n g  m y  v o c a b u l a r y  
a  l i t t l e  b i t .  L i k e  I  d o n ’t  s a y  “ q u e u e , ”  I  
s a y  “ l i n e . ”  O r  I  s a y  “ f o u r - t h i r t y ”  i n s t e a d  
o f  “ h a l f  f o u r . ”  I t ’s  w e i r d .  I  t h i n k  u n t i l  
s o m e o n e  k n o w s  m e ,  t h e y  c a n ’t  s e e m  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  m e  a t  a l l .  S o  I ’l l  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  
l i k e  [ m o n o t o n e ]  “ C a n  I  h a v e  a  c u p  o f  
c o f f e e ,  p l e a s e ? ”  I t  h a s  b e e n  a n y t h i n g  I  s a y  
i s  c o m p l e t e l y  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e .  B u t ,  y o u  
k n o w ,  t h a t ’s  f in e .
M i n t y :  T h e r e ’s  t h a t  o n e  t i m e  w e  w e r e  o n  to m - 
in  th e  A m e r i c a s .  W e  w e n t  to  a  T a c o  B e l l  a n d  
w e  t r i e d  t o  o r d e r  s o m e  s e v e n - l a y e r  b u r r i t o s .  
A n d  I  s a id  “ C a n  w e  h a v e  t h r e e  s e v e n - l a y e r  
b u r r i t o s ,  p l e a s e ? ”  r e a l l y  s lo w ly  a n d  q u i t e  
w e l l  p r o n o u n c e d .  T h e y  j u s t  s t a r e d  b a c k  a t  
m e .  I  e n d e d  u p  h a v i n g  to  p o i n t  a n d  t h e n  a f t e r  
L o u  o r d e r e d  th e y  s a i d  t h e y  r e a l l y  l i k e d  o u r  
a c c e n ts ,  [ l a u g h te r ]
L o u :  I  t h i n k ,  t h o u g h ,  i f  y o u ’r e  n o t  e x p e c t i n g  
to  h e a r  a n  a c c e n t  t h e n  i t  c a n  b e  s o r t  o f . . .  y o u  
n e e d  to  g e t  in t o  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  a c c e n t .

K a y l a :  I t ’s  o n l y  e v e r  h a p p e n e d  t o  m e  o n e  t i m e  
in  m y  l i f e .  I  w a s  i n  M e r t h y r  T y d f i l ,  W a le s  in  
a  s h o p  a n d  t h e  g i r l  a t  t h e  c o u n t e r  f l i p p e d  o u t  
a n d  s a id ,  “ O h  m y  g o s h ,  I  l o v e  y o u r  a c c e n t ! ”  
I t ’s  s u c h  a  w e i r d  f e e l i n g ,  ‘c a u s e  t h i s  i s  j u s t  
h o w  I  t a lk .
L o u :  I  t h i n k  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  w h y  I  l i k e  N e w  
Y o r k .  ‘C a u s e  t h e y ’r e  u s e d  t o  h a v i n g  p e o p l e  
f r o m  e v e r y w h e r e  in  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  th e y  d o n ’t  
g i v e  a  s h i t .
K a y l a :  R ig h t .  “ O h  y o u ’r e  E n g l i s h ?  W h o  
c a r e s ? ”
L o u :  I  l o v e  t h a t .
K a y l a :  O k a y ,  l a s t  q u e s t i o n .  H o w  w o u l d  y o u  
l i k e  C a v e s  t o  b e  r e g a r d e d ?
L o u :  T h a t ’s  a  g o o d  q u e s t i o n .  H a n g  o n ,  l e t  m e  
t h i n k .  I  g u e s s ,  a c tu a l l y ,  w h e n e v e r  y o u  r e c o r d  
a  r e c o r d  y o u ’r e  a l w a y s  t h i n k i n ’ a b o u t  h o w  
i t ’s  g o n n a  g r o w  i n  i t s  l i f e .  “ W h a t ’s  t h i s  g o n n a  
s o u n d  l i k e  i n  t e n  y e a r s ? ” — i f  s o m e t h i n g  is  
g o n n a  s o u n d  d a t e d .  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  n o t  s o u n d  
d a t e d .  M a y b e  n o t  j u s t  t h a t .  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b e  
a  r e a l l y  g o o d ,  h a r d - w o r k i n g  b a n d  w i t h  r e a l l y  
g o o d  tu n e s .
M i n t y :  O n e  t h a t  c a n  p l a y  a n y  s o r t  o f  s i t u a t io n .  
L i k e  w h e n  w e  a r r i v e d  t o  t h e  v e n u e  l a t e  a n d  
w e r e  s t u c k  in  t r a f f i c  f o r  h o u r s  i n  T o u l o u s e ,  
F r a n c e .  T h e r e  w a s  a  n o i s e  c o m p l a i n t  w h e n  
t h e  o p e n i n g  b a n d  p l a y e d  a n d  w e  j u s t  p l a y e d  
r e a l l y  q u ie t ly .  S o ,  m a y b e ,  a  b a n d  t h a t  c a n  
a d a p t  t o  a n y  s o r t  o f  s i t u a t io n .
L o u :  Y e a h ,  y e a h ,  y e a h .
M i n t y :  N o  m a t t e r  w h a t  h a p p e n s ,  j u s t  p l a y  i t ,  
j u s t  d o  i t .  J u s t  m a k e  i t  t h r o u g h  a  s e t .
K a y l a :  T h i n k  o n  y o u r  f e e t .
L o u :  I  a g r e e .  A n d  a l s o  s o r t  o f  b e  l i k e  a  r e a l l y  
g o o d  b a n d  i n  w h a t e v e r  s e t t i n g  i t  is .  O n  th e  
o n e  s i d e  I  a l w a y s  l i k e d  w h e n  I  s a w  E u r o p e ’s  
b e s t  D I Y  b a n d s  t o u r i n g  i n  t h e  U .K .  a n d  th e y  
w o u l d  b e  t o m  t i g h t .  T h e y  w o u l d  j u s t  t u r n  u p  
t o  a  b a c k  r o o m  o f  a  p u b — u p s t a i r s  f r o m  a  p u b  
is  w h e r e  a  l o t  o f  D I Y  U .K .  s h o w s  a r e .  T h e y  
w o u l d  p l a y  t h i s  s e t  o n  a  s h i t t y  P A  a n d  i t  w o u l d  
j u s t  b e  s o  g o o d ,  ’c a u s e  t h e y  w o u l d  j u s t  b e  
r o c k i n ’ . S o  i t  d o e s n ’t  m a t t e r  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e ,  
t h e y ’d  j u s t  p l a y  a  r e a l l y  g o o d  s e t .  I  a l w a y s  
w a n t e d  t o  b e  t h a t  k i n d  o f  a  b a n d .  A n d  t h e n  o n  
t h e  f l i p s i d e ,  y o u  c a n ’t  j u s t  t u r n  y o m  a m p s  u p  
a n d  s tu f f .  I  w a n t  t o  b e  a  m u s i c i a n  a n d  b a n d  
t h a t  h a s  r e a l l y  g r e a t  s o n g s  a n d  d o e s n ’t  j u s t  
r e l y  o n  b e i n g  r e a l l y  lo u d .
M i n t y :  A n d  b e  a d a p t a b l e .  I t ’s  h a r d .
K a y l a :  B u t  i t ’s  a  f im  c h a l l e n g e .
M i n t y :  T h a t ’s  r i g h t .
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S w i t c h i n g  i n s t r u m e n t s  a n d  l e a d  v o c a l  

d u t i e s  a d d s  t o  t h e i r  e x u b e r a n t  l i v e  

s h o w ,  w h i l e  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e i r  m u s i c a l  

c o m p a t i b i l i t y  a n d  m u t u a l  a d m i r a t i o n .  

T h e  T w i n  C i t i e s  t r i o  d e l i v e r  p o p  h o o k s  

s c r e a m e d  t h r o u q h  a  d i s t o r t e d  t e l e p h o n e  

m i c r o p h o n e  a c c e n t u a t e d  b y  s t o m p  

b e a t s  a n d  b o u n c y  r i f f s .  C r u n c h y  b a s s  

l i n e s  a n d  f r e n e t i c  d r u m m i n g  c r e a t e  a  

c h a o t i c  h a r m o n y  o f  s i m p l e  y e t  d y n a m i c  

e x p l o s i o n s  t h a t  m a k e  y o u  w a n t  t o  d a n c e ,  

y e l l ,  s l a m ,  a n d  l a u g h .  F r o m  b a s e m e n t  

s h o w s  t o  n a t i o n a l  t o u r s  a n d  f e s t i v a l s ,  

t h e  b a n d  i s  f o c u s e d  o n  h a v i n g  f u n  w h i l e  

c r e a t i n g  a n  i n c l u s i v e  a t m o s p h e r e  w h e r e  

r o c k ,  a r t ,  a n d  f e m i n i s m  c a n  m e r g e .

I m e t  u p  w i t h  K i t t e n  F o r e v e r  i n  t h e i r  

s o u t h  M i n n e a p o l i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w h e r e  

t h e y  g r a c i o u s l y  p r o v i d e d  i n s i g h t  i n t o  

t h e i r  f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  b a n d .  D u r i n g  o u r  

c h a t ,  w e  d i s c u s s e d  p o l i t i c s ,  p o p  m u s i c ,  a n d  

d u m p s t e r  d i v i n g  f o r  m u s i c a l  e q u i p m e n t .



J o h n :  W i th  a  b a n d  n a m e  K i t t e n  F o r e v e r ,  a r e  
y o u  c a t  l o v e r s  o r  c a t  o w n e r s ?
L a u r a :  L i z  a n d  I  b o t h  h a v e  c a t s .  C o r r i e  j u s t  
h a s  c a t s  t h a t  l i v e  a t  h e r  h o u s e .
C o r r i e :  F u n  f a c t  i s  I  d o  n o t  l i k e  c a t s .  I  a m  
d e f i n i t e l y  a  d o g  p e r s o n ,  b u t  I ’v e  a l w a y s  l i v e d  
w i t h  c a t s  m y  w h o l e  l i f e ,  i n  s o m e  r e g a r d ,  
f r o m  l i v i n g  i n  p u n k  h o u s e s .  I t ’s  i n e s c a p a b l e ,  
s o  I ’ l l  l i v e  w i t h  t h e m  c o m f o r t a b l y  a s  a  f i f t h  
a n d  s i x t h  r o o m m a t e .  T e c h n i c a l l y ,  K i t t e n  
F o r e v e r  w a s  n a m e d  a f t e r  L i z ’s  c a t  o n e  
h u n d r e d  y e a r s  a g o .
L i z :  O n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  t h i r t e e n  y e a r s  a g o .  
W e l l  h e ’s  t h i r t e e n .  K i t t e n  F o r e v e r  i s  n o w  
t h i r t e e n .
J o h n :  W h a t ’s  t h e  c a t ’s  n a m e ?
L i z :  H i s  n a m e ’s  S c o u t .  H e ’s  v e r y  b a b y - f a c e d ,  
t h u s  K i t t e n  F o r e v e r .  B u t  h e ’s  h u g e .
C o r r i e :  I t ’s  t r u e .  H e  lo o k s  l i k e  a  b o w l in g  b a l l .  
J o h n :  S o  h o w ’d  t h e  b a n d  c o m e  to g e t h e r ?  
C o r r i e :  L a u r a  a n d  I  w e n t  t o  h i g h  s c h o o l  
t o g e t h e r ,  k i n d  o f .  W e  w e r e  a  c o u p l e  o f  
y e a r s  a p a r t ,  b u t  w e ’v e  k n o w n  e a c h  o t h e r  
s i n c e  t h e n .  W e  w e r e  b o t h  p l a y i n g  i n  s o m e  
s e p a r a t e  b a n d s  t h a t  o c c a s i o n a l l y  c r o s s e d  
o v e r  i n t o  b e i n g  i n  t h e  s a m e  b a n d .  W e  w e r e  
b o t h  i n  D a i s y ’s  C o m p a c t  M i c e  f o r  a  l i t t l e  b i t  
t o g e t h e r .  T h e n  w e  m e t  L i z  t h r o u g h  g o i n g  
t o  s h o w s  in  M i n n e a p o l i s  w h e n  w e  w e r e  
b a b i e s .  W e  k n e w  h e r  p e r i p h e r a l l y ,  b u t  w e  
w e r e  r e a l l y  i n t i m i d a t e d  b y  h e r .  W e  t h o u g h t  
s h e  w a s  r e a l l y  c o o l  a n d  w e  w a n t e d  t o  b e  
f r i e n d s  w i t h  h e r ,  b u t  d i d n ’t  r e a l l y  k n o w  h o w . 
S h e  h a d  c o m e  t o  s e e  D a i s y ’s  C o m p a c t  M i c e  
p l a y  a  f e w  t i m e s ,  s o  w e  w e r e  a l l  a w a r e  o f  
e a c h  o th e r .  T h e n  w e  w e r e  a t  a  s h o w  a t  a n  o l d  
p u n k  h o u s e  c a l l e d  t h e  K r e m l i n ,  a n d  L i z  w a s  
s t a n d i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  u s . . . .
L i z :  I  w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  s t a n d i n g  b e h i n d  y o u ,  
b e c a u s e  y o u  b o t h  t u r n e d  a r o u n d  a n d  y o u  
w e r e  l i k e . . .  [ P o in t s  a t  b a n d m a t e s .  E v e r y o n e  
l a u g h s . ]
C o r r i e :  O k a y ,  o k a y ,  L a u r a  a n d  I  h a d  b e e n  
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  h o w  w e  s h o u l d  a s k  L i z  t o  s t a r t  
a  b a n d  w i t h  u s  s o  w e  c o u l d  b e  f r i e n d s .  S o ,  
w e  t u r n e d  a r o u n d  a n d  s a id ,  “ D o  y o u  w a n t  
t o  s t a r t  a  b a n d  w i t h  u s ? ”  S h e  s a i d  y e s .  W e  
j u s t  w a n t e d  t o  b e c o m e  f r i e n d s  s o  w e  s t a r t e d  a  
b a n d  t o  b r i d g e  t h e  a w k w a r d  g a p .
J o h n :  L i z ,  w e r e  y o u  i n  a  b a n d  a t  t h e  t i m e ?  
L i z :  N o p e ,  I  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  i n  a  b a n d  b e f o r e .  
I ’v e  o n l y  b e e n  i n  m a y b e  l e s s  t h a n  f i v e  b a n d s  
s in c e  th e n .  T h i s  i s  m y  f i r s t  b a n d .
C o r r i e :  B u t  w e  k n e w  L i z  f r o m  d o i n g  T w in  
C i t i e s  Z i n e  F e s t .  S h e  h a d  a  z i n e  t h a t  w e  l i k e d  
a n d  w a s  f r i e n d s  w i t h  p e o p l e  w e  k n e w  d o in g  
v i s u a l  a r t .
J o h n :  W h e n  y o u  s t a r t e d  t h e  b a n d ,  w h a t  w a s  
t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  m a k e  i t  b a s s  a n d  d r u m s ?
L i z :  L a u r a  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  p l a y i n g  g u i t a r  
i n  h e r  o l d  b a n d  B a b y  G u t s  a t  t h e  t i m e  a n d  
s h e  w a n t e d  t o  p l a y  b a s s ,  a n d  t h e n  C o r r i e  w a s  
l e a r n i n g  h o w  t o  p l a y  d r u m s .
C o r r i e :  I  w a n t e d  t o  l e a r n  h o w  t o  p l a y  d r u m s  
a n d  d i d n ’t  k n o w  h o w .
L i z :  A n d  I  w a n t e d  t o  s i n g  in  a  b a n d  a n d  n e v e r  
h a d  b e f o r e .
C o r r i e :  A n d  w e  d i d n ’t  w a n t  t o  h a v e  a  f o u r th  
p e r s o n .  [ A l l  l a u g h in g . ]  W e  h a d  a  t h i n g  w h e r e  
w e  w a n t e d  t o  s t a r t  a  h e a v y ,  s l u d g y  b a n d ,  
w h i c h  is  n o t  h o w  i t  t u r n e d  o u t .  B u t  w e  k i n d

o f  h a d  t h e  i d e a  t o  b e  a  b a s s - h e a v y  b a n d .  W e  
m a d e  e a c h  o t h e r  m i x  C D s  t h a t  w e r e  “ K i t t e n  
F o r e v e r ”  i n s p i r a t i o n  w h e n  w e  f i r s t  s t a r t e d ,  
t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  w e r e  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h a t  w e  w e r e  
g o i n g  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t .  N o n e  o f  t h a t  h e a v y  
s l u d g y  s t u f f  w a s  o n  th e r e .  I t  w a s  B r a t m o b i l e  
a n d  H i l a r y  D u f f .  [ A l l  l a u g h in g . ]
J o h n :  W i th  t h e  b a s s - d r i v e n  s o u n d ,  i t  g i v e s  i t  
a  v e r y  g r i t t y  b u t  b o u n c y  k i n d  o f  f e e l .  W h a t  
e f f e c t  d o  y o u  u s e  o n  t h e  b a s s ?
L a u r a :  W e  u s e  a  g u i t a r  p e d a l .
C o r r i e :  W e ’v e  h a d  i t  f o r  s o  lo n g .
L a u r a :  W h e n  w e  f i r s t  s t a r t e d  p l a y i n g ,  
e v e r y t h i n g  w e  u s e d  w a s  t r a s h  e q u i p m e n t .  
E v e r y t h i n g  w e  u s e d  w a s  p a r t  o f  t h i s  
c o m m u n a l  p i l e  o f  j u n k  w e  h a d  i n  t h e  
b a s e m e n t — f r o m  C o r r i e  a n d  m e  a n d  o u r  
f r i e n d s ,  a n d  r o o m m a t e s  a t  t h e  t i m e — b e i n g  in  
o t h e r  w e i r d  b a n d s .  W e  s o r t  o f  j u s t  s c a v e n g e d  
w h a t  w e  c o u l d ,  a n d  o n e  o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  w a s  
t h e  g u i t a r  p e d a l .  W e  w a n t e d  t h e  b a s s  t o  h a v e  
a  s u p e r  g r i t t y  s o u n d  a n d  t o  b e  m e a ty .  W e  w e r e  
l i k e ,  “ T h i s  w i l l  w o r k , ”  a n d  j u s t  p l u g g e d  i t  in ,  
a n d  h a v e  b e e n  u s i n g  t h e  e x a c t  s a m e  m o d e l  
e v e r  s i n c e  th e n .
L i z :  L i t e r a l l y  w e  r e p l a c e d  i t  o n c e .
C o r r i e :  M y  f i r s t  d r u m  s e t ,  I  h a d  p u l l e d  o u t  
o f  t h e  d u m p s t e r  a t  T h e  G a r a g e ,  w h i c h  i s  a  
t e e n  c e n t e r  i n  B u r n s v i l l e ,  l i k e  a  t e e n  v e n u e  
t h a t  L a u r a  a n d  I  w e n t  t o  a l l  t h e  t i m e  i n  h i g h  
s c h o o l ,  w h i c h  i s  h o w  w e  g o t  s t a r t e d  p l a y i n g  
i n  b a n d s .
C o r r i e :  I  p u l l e d  t h a t  d r u m  s e t  o u t  o f  a  
d u m p s t e r  t h a t  s o m e o n e  h a d  t h r o w n  a w a y  
a n d  I  s p r a y  p a i n t e d  i t  h o t  p i n k .  I t  w a s  l i t e r a l  
g a r b a g e ,  a n d  t h a t  w a s  o u r  f i r s t  d r u m  s e t  
f o r e v e r .  W e  d i d n ’t  b u y  a n o t h e r  d r u m  s e t  
u n t i l  2 0 1 3 .
J o h n :  W h e r e  d i d  t h e  p h o n e  m i c  c o m e  in ?  
L i z :  W h e n  w e  s t a r t e d  r o t a t i n g  [ w h o  p l a y s  
w h a t  i n s t r u m e n t ] ,  b e c a u s e  w e  d i d n ’t  a l w a y s  
d o  t h a t .  B e f o r e  w e  d e c i d e d  to  r o t a t e  w e  w e r e  
t r y i n g  to  t h i n k  o f  w a y s  t o  c h a n g e  h o w  w e  
s o u n d e d ,  o r  m a k e  i t  m o r e  i n t e r e s t i n g .  A t  t h a t  
p o i n t ,  w e  h a d  b e e n  a  b a n d  f o r  p r o b a b l y  s ix  
o r  s e v e n  y e a r s .  W e  h a d n ’t  w r i t t e n  P r e s s u r e  
y e t .  ( T h e  f i r s t  a l b u m  t h a t  f e a t u r e s  t h e  b a n d  
s w i t c h i n g  i n s t r u m e n t  d u t i e s . )  W e  h a d  a l r e a d y  
w r i t t e n  tw o  a l b u m s ,  s o  w e  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  
w a y s  t o  m i x  i t  u p .  T h e  t e l e p h o n e  m i c  w a s  
s o m e t h i n g  w e  h a d  t a l k e d  a b o u t  a d d i n g  to  
m a k e  t h a t  m o r e  e x c i t i n g ,  a n d  t h e n  w e  h a d  t h e  
i d e a  t o  s t a r t  s w i t c h i n g .  W e  i m p l e m e n t e d  b o t h  
a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .
C o r r i e :  W e  e n d e d  u p  b u y i n g  a  t e l e p h o n e  
m i c r o p h o n e  f o r  a b o u t  t w e n t y - f i v e  b u c k s  o f f  
e B a y  a f t e r  w e  t r i e d  a l l  t h a t  e x p e n s i v e  w e i r d  
s h i t ,  a n d  i t  s o u n d e d  t h e  b e s t .
J o h n :  T h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  s w i t c h  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  
w a s  t h a t  t o  g e t  m o r e  c r e a t i v e  j u i c e s  f l o w in g ,  
o r  f o r  s o n g w r i t i n g ,  o r  a  l i t t l e  o f  b o t h ?
L i z :  I  t h i n k  b o t h .  I  p l a y e d  b a s s  i n  o t h e r  b a n d s  
a n d  r e a l l y  l i k e d  i t  a n d  w a n t e d  t o  k e e p  d o i n g  
t h a t  b u t  d i d n ’t  w a n t  t o  b e  i n  a n y  o t h e r  b a n d s .  
C o r r i e :  I  k e p t  t r y i n g  t o  s t a r t  a  b a n d  t h a t  I  
f r o n t e d ,  a n d  i t  w a s n ’t  r e a l l y  h a p p e n i n g .  T h e r e  
w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  a  t h i n g  w h e r e  w e  w e r e  t r y i n g  
t o  s t a r t  o t h e r  b a n d s  t o  f u l f i l l  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  
a l s o .  A t  l e a s t  f o r  m e ,  e v e r y  t i m e  I  t r i e d  to  
w o r k  w i t h  o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  i t  w a s  s o  f r u s t r a t i n g .  
K i t t e n  F o r e v e r  a l l  w o r k  r e a l l y  w e l l  to g e th e r ,

s o  i t  w a s  k i n d  o f  l i k e ,  “ W h y  c a n ’t  i t  j u s t  b e  
l i k e  t h i s  w h e n  I  s t a r t  a n o t h e r  b a n d ?  C a n ’t  w e  
j u s t  w r i t e  s o n g s  o r g a n i c a l l y ,  a n d  w e  h a v e  f u n ,  
a n d  w e  l i k e  e a c h  o t h e r ? ”
L i z :  R i g h t ,  I  c a n  j u s t  s a y  [ s in g s ] ,  “ N e - n e - n e -  
n e ”  a n d  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  I  m e a n .
L a u r a :  Y e a h ,  t o t a l l y .
C o r r i e :  W e  h a d n ’t  r e a l l y  r e a l i z e d — o r  w e  
h a d  t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d — h o w  e f f o r t l e s s  i t  w a s  
f o r  u s  t o  w r i t e  a n d  w o r k  t o g e th e r .  T h e n  i t  
w a s  l i k e ,  w e  k e e p  t r y i n g  t o  d o  a l l  t h e s e  o t h e r  
t h i n g s  o u t s i d e  t h e  b a n d .  C a n  w e  j u s t  d o  t h e m  
in  t h e  b a n d ?  W h o  s a y s  t h a t  w e  c a n ’t  s u d d e n l y  
r e - t o o l  t h e  w h o l e  a r r a n g e m e n t ?
J o h n :  T h e  w r i t i n g  p r o c e s s — is  i t  m o r e  
c o l l a b o r a t i v e  o r  d o  y o u  e a c h  b r i n g  a  s o n g  
t o  p r a c t i c e ?
L a u r a :  I t ’s  r e a l l y  c o l l a b o r a t i v e ,  a n d  w h e n  
w e  s t a r t e d  s w i t c h i n g ,  n o t h i n g  c h a n g e d  in  o u r  
w r i t i n g  p r o c e s s .  W e  s t i l l  p r e t t y  m u c h  d i d  t h e  
e x a c t  s a m e .  S o m e o n e  c o m e s  u p  w i t h  a  r i f f  
o n  t h e  b a s s  a n d  w e  j u s t  w r i t e  t h e  s o n g  f r o m  
th e r e .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  t i m e  i t ’s  w r i t t e n  
r i g h t  i n  t h e  b a s e m e n t ,  n o t  a t  h o m e  a n d  
b r o u g h t  t o  p r a c t i c e .
C o r r i e :  I  t h i n k  w e ’v e  t r a s h e d  th r e e  r i f f s  i n  t h e  
e l e v e n  y e a r s  w e ’v e  b e e n  a  b a n d .  I f  s o m e o n e  
s h o w s  u p  w i t h  s o m e t h i n g ,  i t ’s  j u s t  l i k e . . . .  
L a u r a :  T h a t ’s  j u s t  t h e  s o n g .
C o r r i e :  W e ’11 j u s t  m a k e  t h a t  h a p p e n  
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h a t  i t  s o u n d s  l i k e  i n i t i a l ly .  I t  
a l w a y s  t u r n s  in t o  s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h e  e n d .  O n  
t h e  m o r e  r e c e n t  s o n g s  w e ’v e  b e e n  w r i t i n g ,  
s o m e o n e  w i l l  c o m e  s o m e t i m e s  a n d  b e  l i k e ,  
“ O h  I  w o r k e d  o n  a  r i f f . ”  B u t  n o  o n e  e v e r  
c o m e s  t o  p r a c t i c e  a n d  s a y s ,  “ I  w r o t e  a  s o n g . ”  
S o m e o n e  w i l l  h a v e  a  r i f f  t h a t ’s  s i x  n o t e s  t h a t  
a r e  v a g u e l y  i n  a  w e i r d  s t r u m m i n g  p a t t e r n .  
L i z :  Y e a h ,  I  f e e l  l i k e  I  a l w a y s  b r i n g  n o t e s  
a n d  j u s t  p l a y  i t  i n  f o u r / f o u r .  T h e n  w e  m a k e  
i t  l i k e  a  c o o l  t h i n g ,  b u t  t h a t ’s  w h a t  i t ’s  g o i n g  
t o  s o u n d  l i k e .
L a u r a :  W e  a l l  i n d i v i d u a l l y  w r i t e  o u r  o w n  
ly r i c s ,  s o  i f  o n e  o f  u s  i s  o n  b a s s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  
i s  o n  d r u m s  a n d  t h e  t h i r d  p e r s o n  i s  w r i t i n g  
ly r i c s ,  t h e  l y r i c  p e r s o n  w i l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  
a c t u a l  s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  t h e  s o n g  a n d  g e t t i n g  t h e  
v i b e ,  a n d  t h e n  l a t e r  w i l l  b r i n g  l y r i c s  in t o  i t .  
M a y b e  o n c e  o r  t w i c e  h a v e  w e  h a m m e r e d  o u t  
l y r i c s  w i t h  e a c h  o th e r ,  b u t  t h a t ’s  m o s t l y  a  
t h i n g  w e  a l l  d o  s e p a r a t e ly .
C o r r i e :  B u t  e v e n  a  l o t  o f  t i m e s ,  i f  I ’m  w r i t i n g  
ly r i c s  a n d  t h e y ’r e  w r i t i n g  t h e  s o n g ,  t h e y ’l l  
f i n i s h  t h e  s o n g  a t  p r a c t i c e  a n d  I ’l l  u s u a l l y  
h a v e  l y r i c s  a l r e a d y  w r i t t e n  o r  j u s t  l a y i n g  
a r o u n d .  H a l f  t h e  t i m e  I ’m  m a s h i n g  t h e m  in t o  
w h a t e v e r  t h e y ’v e  w r i t t e n  o n  t h e  s p o t .  B y  n e x t  
p r a c t i c e  i t ’s  a  s o n g  a n d  i t ’s  d o n e .  M o s t  s o n g s  
d o n ’t  t a k e  m o r e  t h a n  a  g r a n d  t o t a l  o f  f iv e  
h o u r s  t o  f in i s h .
L a u r a :  Y e a h ,  l i k e  tw o  p r a c t i c e s .
C o r r i e :  I t ’s  w e i r d  b e c a u s e  I  f e e l  w e ’r e  
f l i p p a n t  a b o u t  o u r  s o n g w r i t i n g ,  b e c a u s e  i t ’s  
l i k e ,  “ O h ,  w h o  g i v e s  a  s h i t ?  I t ’s  j u s t  s o m e  
g a r b a g e  a n d  i t ’s  a  s o n g . ”  W e  d o w n p l a y  i t  a  
lo t ,  b u t  I  t h i n k  t h e  d o w n p l a y i n g  c o m e s  f r o m  
i t  b e i n g  v e r y  s im p l e .  B u t  i t ’s  v e r y  s im p l e  
b e c a u s e  w e ’v e  w o r k e d  t o g e t h e r  f o r  s o  l o n g  
a n d  w e  w o r k  v e r y  w e l l  t o g e th e r .  I t  d o e s n ’t  
h a v e  t o  b e  a  b i g  p r o d u c t i o n  b e c a u s e  w e  c a n  
c o m m u n i c a t e  v e r y  e f f o r t l e s s l y  a n d  v e r y





i n t u i t i v e l y  a b o u t  a  t h i n g  w e  w a n t  t o  h a v e  
h a p p e n .  I f  s o m e t h i n g ’s  n o t  w o r k i n g  w e  c a n  
j u s t  k i n d  o f  b e  l i k e ,  “ I  j u s t  f e e l  l i k e  i t  n e e d s  to  
b e  l i k e  u h h h h . ”
L a u r a :  A n d  w e ’r e  l i k e ,  “ Y e a h ,  y e a h ,  I  t o t a l l y  
u n d e r s t a n d . ”  [ l a u g h s ]
C o r r i e :  A n d  th e n  [ s in g s ] ,  “ d a  d im ,  d a  d u n ,  
d a  d u n . ”  A n d  t h e n  i t ’s  j u s t  d o n e ,  y o u  k n o w ?  
L i z :  T h a t ’s  n o t  e v e n  a n  a b r i d g e d  v e r s i o n  
e i th e r ,  [ l a u g h in g ]
C o r r i e :  I t ’s  v e r y  s a t i s f y i n g  t o  b e  i n  t h a t  k i n d  
o f  w r i t i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t .  
A l s o ,  s im i l a r l y ,  w e  d o n ’t  t r a s h  a n y t h i n g ,  
s o  t h e r e ’s  n o t  a  h u g e  a m o u n t  o f  p r e s s u r e  
t o  w r i t e  a n  a m a z i n g  r i f f ,  b e c a u s e  w h a t e v e r  
a n y b o d y  b r i n g s  t o  t h e  t a b l e  i s  c h e r i s h e d  
b y  e v e r y o n e  w h o ’s  t h e r e  a n d  t u r n e d  in t o  
s o m e t h in g .  N o b o d y  e v e r  b r i n g s  s o m e t h i n g  
a n d  s o m e o n e ’s  l i k e ,  “ I  d o n ’t  l i k e  t h a t . ”  T h a t ’s 
j u s t  n e v e r  h a p p e n e d .  T h e r e ’s  d e f i n i t e l y  b e e n  
t i m e s  w h e r e  t h i n g s  h a v e  c o m e  to  t h e  t a b l e  
a n d  I ’v e  b e e n  l i k e ,  “ M a n ,  I  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h a t  
t h i s  i s ,  b u t  i t ’s  g o n n a  b e  s o m e t h i n g . ”  E v e r y  
o n e  o f  t h o s e  s o n g s  e n d s  u p  b e i n g  a  s o n g  th a t  
I  l o v e  la te r .

J o h n :  I  k n o w  a s  a n  a u d i e n c e  m e m b e r ,  w h e n  
I  s e e  y o u r  b a n d  p e r f o r m ,  I  f e e l  l i k e  I ’m  a t  a  
p a r t y  b e c a u s e  y o u ’r e  h a v i n g  s o  m u c h  f u n .  
T h e r e ’s  t h i s  r e a l l y  c o o l  c o n n e c t i o n ,  n o t  
o n l y  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  a u d i e n c e .  
F a i r l y  r e c e n t l y  y o u ’v e  p l a y e d  s o m e  p r e t t y  
b i g  s h o w s ,  a n d  y o u  d o  a  l o t  o f  s m a l l e r  c l u b s  
a n d  D I Y  s p a c e s .  I s  t h e r e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  h o w  
y o u  i n t e r a c t  o r  c o n n e c t  w i t h  a n  a u d i e n c e  a t  
s o m e  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  s h o w s ?  D o  y o u  f i n d  i t ’s 
a n  a d j u s t m e n t ?
C o r r i e :  N o ,  n o t  r e a l ly .  T h a t ’s  w h y  i t ’s  s i c k .  
L a u r a :  I  f e e l  l i k e  w e  p l a y  t h e  s a m e  s h o w  
w h e t h e r  w e ’r e  o n  F i r s t  A v e  M a i n r o o m  
h e a d l i n i n g ,  o r  i n  a  b a s e m e n t  w i t h  o u r  f r i e n d s .  
I t ’s  t h e  e x a c t  s a m e  s h o w .
C o r r i e :  I f  a n y t h i n g ,  w e  p l a y  b e t t e r  i n  a  
b a s e m e n t .  T h e r e  w a s  t h i s  w e i r d  t h i n g  w h e n  
w e  w e r e  o n  t o u r  w i t h  B a b e s  I n  T o y l a n d  w h e r e  
t h e r e  w a s  a  d a y  w e  p l a y e d  w i t h  B a b e s  a t  a  b i g  
v e n u e ,  t h e n  w e  d r o v e  t o  C h i c a g o  a n d  p l a y e d  
t h e  b a s e m e n t  o f  t h e  D o u b l e  D o o r  t o  t h i r t y  
p e o p l e .  I t  d o e s n ’t  r e a l l y  f e e l  a n y  d i f f e r e n t .  
W e  p l a y e d  t h e  l a s t  T r i p l e  R o c k  s h o w  a n d  
t h e n  w e  w e n t  a n d  p l a y e d  t h e  E a g l e ’s  C l u b  a

f e w  n i g h t s  l a te r .  W e  g o  o u t  o f  o u r  w a y  t o  t r e a t  
a n y  s h o w  l i k e  w e ’r e  p l a y i n g  in  a  b a s e m e n t .  
H o p e f u l l y  t h a t  v i b e  p r o j e c t s .

W e  d e f i n i t e ly  h a v e  a  f u n n y  t h i n g  t h a t  
w e  d o .  W h e n  w e  w e r e  a t  R i o t  F e s t  t h i s  y e a r ,  
b e f o r e  w e  w e n t  o n ,  s c o p i n g  o u t  t h e  s ta g e :  
“ H o w  c l o s e  c a n  w e  g e t  t o g e t h e r  s o  t h a t  
w h e n  w e  s w i t c h  a r o u n d  w e ’r e  s t i l l  a b l e  to  
g e t  t o  e a c h  o t h e r ? ”  T h e  h a r d e s t  p a r t  a b o u t  
b e i n g  o n  a  b i g  s t a g e  i s  t h e  d i s t a n c e  t h a t  
s e p a r a t e s  u s .  N o t  o n l y  i s  t h a t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  
l o g i s t i c s  o f  o u r  s e t ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  i t  
i s  u n c o m f o r t a b l e .  C a n  w e  j u s t  t a k e  t h i s  g i a n t  
s t a g e  a n d  p l a y  l i k e  r i g h t  h e r e  i n  a  l i t t l e  b a l l ?  
T h a t  w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  l i k e  a  h u g e  p a n i c  t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  w e  p l a y e d  t h e  M a i n r o o m .
L a u r a :  W e  w e r e  a s k i n g  t h e m  i f  w e  c o u l d  n o t  
h a v e  a  d r u m  r i s e r ,  [ l a u g h in g ]
L i z :  T h a t  s t a g e  i s  a c t u a l l y  s o  s m a l l .
C o r r i e :  W e  w e r e  s o  p a n i c k e d  a b o u t  i t  a n d  
t h e n  y o u  g e t  u p  t h e r e  a n d  i t ’s  t h e  s i z e  o f  
T r i p l e  R o c k .  B u t  w e ’r e  d e f i n i t e ly  t r y i n g  to  
c o n n e c t  w i t h  t h e  a u d i e n c e .
J o h n :  I t  s o u n d s  l i k e  i t ’s  n o t  m u c h  o f  a n  
e f f o r t ;  i t  j u s t  c o m e s  n a t u r a l l y .



L i z :  I  t h i n k  i t ’s  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  in  b i g g e r  p l a c e s .  
R i o t  F e s t  tw o  y e a r s  a g o  w a s  e a s i e r  b e c a u s e  i t  
w a s  a  l i t t l e  w i l d e r  a n d  i t  w a s  n i g h t t i m e .  W e  
w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  b a n d  o f  o u r  s t a g e  t h i s  y e a r  s o  i t  
w a s  l i k e ,  “ I t ’s  n o o n ,  w h o ’s  r e a d y  to  p a r t y ? ”  
[ l a u g h in g ]  I  g u e s s  i t  w a s  1 P M ,  b u t  w h a te v e r .  
W e  w e r e  o n  t h e  P a r a m o r e  s t a g e  s o  a l l  t h e  
P a r a m o r e  s u p e r  f a n s  w e r e  in  t h e  f r o n t  r o w  
w a t c h i n g  u s .
C o r r i e :  T h e y  w e r e  t h e r e  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  
o f  t h e  m o r n i n g  a n d  n o t  m o v i n g .  B u t  I  t h i n k  
t h a t ’s  a  g o o d  c r o s s o v e r .
L i z :  I  a g r e e .  I f  y o u  l i k e  P a r a m o r e ,  y o u  m i g h t  
l i k e  K i t t e n  F o r e v e r .
C o r r i e :  I t  w a s  t h e  b e s t  c o r e  g r o u p  a u d i e n c e  
t h a t  w e  c o u l d  a s k  f o r  a t  o u r  s e c u r i t y  b a r r i e r .  
J o h n :  Y o u  i d e n t i f y  a s  a  f e m i n i s t  b a n d .  D o  
y o u  f in d  t h e  c u r r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  o r  
s o c i a l  i s s u e s  m o t i v a t e  y o u r  m u s i c  o r  p u s h  
y o u  i n  a  c e r t a i n  d i r e c t i o n  w h e n  y o u ’r e  
w r i t i n g  o r  p e r f o r m i n g ?
L a u r a :  W e  h a v e  b e e n  a  p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e  
b a n d  f o r  a s  l o n g  a s  w e ’v e  b e e n  a  b a n d ,  a n d  w e  
h a v e n ’t  n e c e s s a r i l y  g o t t e n  a n y  m o r e  p o l i t i c a l  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  b u t  I  f e e l  l i k e  i t ’s  
m o r e  a c c e s s i b l e  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  t a l k  t o  u s  a b o u t  
i t ,  o r  a s k  u s  a b o u t  i t .  I t ’s  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  t h a t ’s  
o n  t h e  t a b l e  f o r  a  l o t  m o r e  p e o p l e  t h a n  j u s t  
u s  r i g h t  n o w . I n  t h a t  s e n s e ,  w e  g e t  a s k e d  
q u e s t i o n s  l i k e  t h a t  n o w  w h e n  w e  d i d n ’t  g e t  
a s k e d  q u e s t i o n s  l i k e  t h i s  s e v e n  y e a r s  a g o —  
n o t  t h a t  w e  w e r e  d o i n g  i n t e r v i e w s  l i k e  t h i s  
s e v e n  y e a r s  a g o .

I  j u s t  f e e l  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a l w a y s  i d e n t i f i e d  
a s  a  f e m i n i s t  b a n d .  W e ’v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  
p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e  a n d  v o c a l ,  e v e n  i f  o u r  
s o n g s  d o n ’t  n e c e s s a r i l y  d i r e c t l y  r e f l e c t  t h a t .  
I  p e r s o n a l l y  f e e l  m o r e  d r iv e n  to  b e  a  c r e a t i v e  
p e r s o n  n o w  th a n  I  a m  t o  u p  t h e  a n t e  o n  h o w  
w e ’r e  c o m i n g  a c r o s s  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  b e c a u s e  I 
t h i n k  w e  a l r e a d y  a c h i e v e d  th a t .  I  t h i n k  t h e r e ’s  
a l w a y s  r o o m  f o r  im p r o v e m e n t ,  a n d  I  a l w a y s  
t h i n k  w e  c o u l d  b e  d o i n g  m o r e .  M y  m o t i v a t i o n  
is  i n  t h e  o u t p u t ,  i n  b e i n g  c r e a t i v e ,  t o  k e e p  
d o in g  w h a t  w e ’r e  d o in g ,  k e e p  v o c a l i z i n g  
w h a t  w e ’r e  v o c a l i z i n g ,  k e e p  s t a n d i n g  u p  f o r  
p e o p l e  w e  w a n t  t o  b e  s t a n d i n g  u p  f o r ,  a n d  f o r  
b e i n g  a  g o o d  a d v o c a t e .
C o r r i e :  I t ’s  n i c e  n o w  b e c a u s e  t h e  m a i n  t h i n g  
t h a t ’s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  w h e n  w e  f i r s t  s t a r t e d  is  
w e  d i d n ’t  h a v e  o t h e r  a l l - g i r l  b a n d s  t o  p l a y  
w i th .  O u r  b e s t  f r i e n d  b a n d  a t  t h e  t i m e  w a s  
a  w e i r d  t w o - p i e c e  e l e c t r o n i c  b a n d  c a l l e d  
U n i c o m  B a s e m e n t  t h a t  w e  h a d  n o t h i n g  in  
c o m m o n  w i th .  B u t  w e  w e r e  f r i e n d s .  T h e r e  
w a s  a  r e a l l y  c o o l  g i r l  n a m e d  D e a n n a  S t e g g e  
in  t h a t  b a n d .  I t  w a s  l i k e ,  “ O h ,  c o o l .  A n o t h e r  
g i r l  i n  a  b a n d .  L e t ’s  p l a y  t o g e t h e r . ”  O n  o n e  
h a n d ,  w e  f o r g e d  a  l o t  o f  u n u s u a l ,  c r e a t i v e  
f r i e n d s h i p s  a c r o s s  g e n r e s .  N o w  i t ’s  r e a l l y  
c o o l  t o  s e e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e ,  a n d  
t h e r e f o r e  t h e  c r e a t i v e  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e s .  M o r e  
w o m e n  th a n  e v e r  w a n t  t o  b e  i n  b a n d s ,  w h i c h  
a l l o w s  u s  t o  p l a y  w i t h  a m a z i n g  b a n d s .  W e ’v e  
d e f i n i t e ly  h a d  r e a l l y  c o o l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to  
h a v e  b a n d s  c o m e  t o  u s  a n d  s a y ,  “ W e ’r e  i n  a  
b a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  s e e i n g  y o u  p l a y .”  A l l  l o f t y  
p o l i t i c a l  i d e a s  a s id e ,  I  f e e l  l i k e  t h e  m o s t  
a f f i r m in g  t h i n g  y o u  c o u l d  h e a r  i s  t o  h a v e  
o th e r  t e e n a g e  g i r l s  s a y ,  “ I  s a w  y o u r  b a n d  s o  
n o w  I ’m  in  a  b a n d . ”

L a u r a :  A n d  t h a t ’s  l i k e  w h e n  w e  s t a r t e d ,  e v e n  
b e f o r e  K i t t e n  F o r e v e r ,  t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e  b a c k  
o f  o u r  h e a d s :  b e i n g  in  b a n d s  s o  w e  c o u l d  
e n c o u r a g e  o t h e r  g i r l s  t o  b e  i n  b a n d s .
C o r r i e :  I  a g r e e  w i t h  L a u r a  t h a t  w e ’v e  
a l w a y s  b e e n  a  p o l i t i c a l  b a n d .  I t ’s  c o o l  t o  
b e  i n  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h a t ’s  c o n s t a n t l y  
c h a l l e n g i n g  y o u  t o  n o t  b e  s t a g n a n t  i n  y o u r  
p o l i t i c s .  W h e n  w e  s t a r t e d  y o u  c o u l d  j u s t  s a y ,  
“ I ’m  a  f e m i n i s t  b a n d , ”  a n d  e v e r y o n e  w a s  
l i k e ,  “ T h a t ’s  c r a z y .”  N o w  t h e r e ’s  m o r e  o f  a  
d i s c o u r s e  a b o u t  w h a t  y o u ’r e  t r y i n g  t o  s a y ,  
w h o  y o u ’r e  t r y i n g  t o  a d v o c a t e  f o r ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n a l i t y  t h a t  c o m e s  w i t h  f e m i n i s m  
to d a y .  B e i n g  i n  a  c r e a t i v e  c l i m a t e  l i k e  t h a t  
i s  p o s i t i v e  b e c a u s e  i t  r e a l l y  c h a l l e n g e s  y o u  
t o  b e  m o r e  c r i t i c a l  o f  y o u r s e l f  a n d  y o u r  
c o m m u n i t y — w h a t  y o u ’r e  c a p a b l e  o f ,  w h a t  
y o u r  f r i e n d s  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f .  I  t h i n k  i t ’s 
a w e s o m e .  I t ’s  t h e  k i n d  o f  c l i m a t e  I  c o u l d  
h a v e  n e v e r  i m a g i n e d  p l a y i n g  m u s i c  in .  
J o h n :  G o i n g  o f f  o f  t h a t ,  w h a t  a r e  s o m e  o t h e r  
T w in  C i t i e s  b a n d s  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  p e o p l e  
t o  k n o w  a b o u t ?
C o r r i e :  S a s s ,  T o n y  P e a c h k a ,  S a u n a  A c c i d e n t .  
L a u r a :  T i f f a n i .
L i z :  S c r u n c h i e s ,  L a u r a ’s  o t h e r  b a n d .
L a u r a :  Y e a h ,  I  j u s t  s t a r t e d  it .
C o r r i e :  B r u i s e  V io le t .
L a u r a :  R o y a l  B r a t .
C o r r i e :  I ’m  r e a l l y  o b s e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  g i r l  
Z i n a .  T h e r e  a r e  l i t e r a l l y  s o  m a n y  b a n d s  in  
t o w n  n o w  t h a t  i t ’s  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t h i n k  o f  
t h a n  i t  e v e r  h a s  b e e n .  W e  m a d e  t h i s  G o o g l e  
d o c  o f  a l l  t h e  w o m e n ,  f e r n ,  q u e e r  b a n d s  f o r  
b o o k i n g  s h o w s .  I t  b e c a m e  a  t h i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  
w e r e  m o r e  o f  t h e s e  b a n d s  t h a n  I  c o u l d  k e e p  
t r a c k  o f .  I  m a d e  t h i s  d o c  to  m a k e  s u r e  I  w a s  
a s k i n g  p e o p l e  w h o  I  w o u l d n ’t  n o r m a l l y  a s k  
f o r  b o o k i n g  c o o l  d i v e r s e  s h o w s  a n d  n o t  j u s t  
p l a y i n g  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  f o u r  f u c k i n g  b a n d s  
o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a i n — w h i c h  s t i l l  k i n d  o f  
h a p p e n s  a l l  t h e  t i m e  i n  M i n n e a p o l i s .  T h e  l i s t  
s t a r t e d  a s  b e i n g  t w e n t y  o r  t h i r t y  b a n d s ,  n o w  
i t ’s  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  t h i r t y  o r  s o m e t h i n g .  
T h a t ’s  j u s t  w h a t ’s  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  
o f  y e a r s ,  j u s t  i n  M i n n e a p o l i s  a n d  S t .  P a u l .  
T h a t ’s  c r a z y .
J o h n :  W h a t  o b s t a c l e s  o r  c h a l l e n g e s  d id  
y o u — o r  d o  y o u — f a c e  a s  a  b a n d ?
C o r r i e :  I  f e e l ,  s t a r t i n g  u p ,  w e  g o t  
r e a l l y  l u c k y  t o  b e  i n  a  r e a l l y  s u p p o r t i v e  
c o m m u n i t y .  W e  w e r e  s t a r t i n g  u p  a t  a  t i m e  
a n d  a g e  w h e r e  t h e  h o u s e  s h o w  s c e n e ,  
w h i c h  r u n s  i n  g e n e r a t i o n a l  w a v e s  a n d  d i p s  
u p  a n d  d o w n ,  w a s  s u p e r  a c t i v e .  W e  m o v e d  
i n t o  o u r  f i r s t  p u n k  h o u s e  a n d  s t a r t e d  h a v i n g  
s h o w s  r i g h t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h a t  f o u r  o r  
f i v e  o t h e r  h o u s e s  w e r e  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  a r o u n d  
S o u t h  M i n n e a p o l i s  i n  o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  
w i t h  k i d s  a l l  o u r  a g e .  W e  j u s t  d o v e  r i g h t  
i n t o  b e i n g  p a r t  o f  a  s c e n e ,  w h i c h  w a s  r e a l l y  
g r a t i f y i n g .  I t  w a s  k i n d  o f  a  f u n n y  t h i n g  
g o i n g  o n .  T h e r e  w a s  a  h o u s e  c a l l e d  T ^ v o  
P i n e s  t h a t  w a s  t h e  w e i r d  a c o u s t i c  f o l k  k i d  
h o u s e .  O u r  h o u s e  w a s  t w o  b l o c k s  d o w n  t h e  
s t r e e t  o n  L y n d a l e  a n d  w e  w e r e  d e f i n i t e l y  
t h e  w e i r d  r i o t  g r r r l  h o u s e .
L i z :  A r t s y  p u n k  h o u s e .
C o r r i e :  T h e r e  w e r e  t h e  S u n d o w n e r s  k id s  
a n d  t h a t  w a s  t h e  p o p  p u n k  h o u s e .  T h e n  th e

k i d s  w h o  w e  w e r e  f r i e n d s  w i t h  in  U n i c o m  
B a s e m e n t  h a d  a  h o u s e  ( C a s t l e  G r e y s k u l l )  a n d  
t h a t  w a s  t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  e x p e r i m e n t a l  h o u s e .  
W e  a l l  s u p p o r t e d  e a c h  o t h e r  in  t h i s  w a y ,  t h a t  
y o u ’d  g e t  f r i e n d s  a s k i n g  to  b o o k  s h o w s ,  a n d  
y o u ’d  s a y ,  “ W e l l ,  i t ’s  n o t  r i g h t  f o r  m y  h o u s e ,  
b u t  i t ’s  r i g h t  f o r  t h i s  h o u s e . ”  B u t  w e  w o u l d  
a l l  s t i l l  g o .

W h e n  w e  f i r s t  s t a r t e d ,  w e  w e r e n ’t  t r y i n g  
t o  p l a y  o u t  o f  b a s e m e n t s ,  s o  w e  d i d n ’t  h a v e  
t o  d e a l  w i t h  a  l o t  o f  t h a t  s h i t  y o u  d e a l  w i t h  
w h e n  y o u  f i r s t  s t a r t  o u t  a s  a  b a n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
a s  a  g i r l  b a n d .  Y o u  k n o w — b o o k e r s ,  
p r o m o t e r s ,  s o u n d  p e o p l e ,  a n d  r u d e  o t h e r  
b a n d s  y o u ’r e  p l a y i n g  w i t h — b e c a u s e  w e  
w e r e  j u s t  i s o l a t e d  in  o u r  o w n  c r e a t i v e  b u b b l e  
o f  r e a l l y  s u p p o r t i v e  p e o p l e .  I  f e e l  l i k e  w e  
h a d n ’t  r e a l l y  p l a y e d  o u t  o f  o u r  b a s e m e n t  
e x c e p t  a  f e w  t i m e s  b e f o r e  w e  f i r s t  g o t  w r i t t e n  
a b o u t  i n  C i t y  P a g e s  ( a  l o c a l  w e e k l y ) .  S o  b y  
t h e  t i m e  p e o p l e  w e r e  p a y i n g  a t t e n t i o n  to  
o u r  b a n d ,  w e  h a d  c o m e  t o  f u l l  f r u i t i o n  i n  a  
b a s e m e n t  a l r e a d y .  W e  w e r e  v e r y  s e l f - a w a r e  
a n d  w e  w e r e n ’t  f l o u n d e r i n g  a  lo t .

T h e  f i r s t  C i t y  P a g e s  a r t i c l e  a b o u t  u s ,  
t h e  w r i t e r  l a t e r  b e c a m e  a  r e a l l y  g o o d  f r i e n d  
a n d  w a s  i n  a  b a n d  w e  w o u l d  p l a y  w i t h  a l l  
t h e  t i m e .  I  r e m e m b e r  h e  t o l d  u s  h i s  e d i t o r s  
w a n t e d  t o  t i t l e  t h e  a r t i c l e  “ P u s s y  C o n t r o l ”  
a n d  w e r e  l i k e ,  “ N o ,  n o ,  n o ,  n o ,  n o ,  n o ,  n o ,  
n o ,  n o .  T h a t ’s  n o t  h a p p e n i n g . ”  H e  w a s  l i k e ,  
“ O k a y ,  t i g h t .  I ’ l l  d o  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  i t . ”  
I  f e e l  t h a t  b e c a u s e  w e  h a d  b e e n  a  b a n d  
f o r  a  w h i l e  a n d  w e r e  p r e t t y  c o n f i d e n t  in  
o u r s e l v e s  a n d  o u r  p o l i t i c s ,  i t  w a s  r e a l l y  
e a s y  t o  b e  l i k e ,  “ N o ,  y o u  c a n ’t  p r i n t  t h a t  
a r t i c l e  l i k e  t h a t . ”  T h e y  w e r e  l i k e ,  “ O k a y ,  
w e ’ l l  c h a n g e  i t . ”

A n d  t h e y  d id ,  b u t  I  f e e l  i f  y o u  j u s t  f i r s t  
s t a r t  o u t  in  a  b a n d  a n d  y o u  d o n ’t  h a v e  th e  
s u p p o r t  o f  a  c o m m u n i t y  a r o u n d  y o u — a n d  
b u i l d i n g  t h a t  c o n f i d e n c e — y o u ’r e  k i n d  o f  
l i k e ,  “ W e l l ,  I  w a n t  y o u  to  w r i t e  a b o u t  m e . ”  
I t  c a n  b e  s c a r y  t o  a d v o c a t e  f o r  y o u r s e l f .  S o  
w e  d i d n ’t  h a v e  to  d e a l  w i t h  a  l o t  o f  t h o s e  
t h i n g s .  A n d  t h a t ’s  n o t  b e c a u s e  o f  a n y t h i n g  
i n h e r e n t  i n  u s ,  b u t  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  w e  h a d .
J o h n :  S o ,  w h e n  y o u  s t a r t e d  t o u r i n g ,  d id  
y o u  s t a y  w i t h i n  t h a t  D I Y  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  
b a s e m e n t  s h o w s ?
L i z :  Y e a h ,  t h e  f i r s t  t o u r  w e  e v e r  w e n t  o n ,  
M a x  f r o m  U n i c o m  B a s e m e n t  b o o k e d  th e  
w h o l e  t h i n g .  I t  w a s  a l l  r e a l l y  w e i r d  p l a c e s  h e  
w o u l d  l o v e  to  p la y .
C o r r i e :  E l e c t r o n i c  k i d  h o u s e s .  W e  w e r e  
d e f i n i t e l y  o n  a  w e i r d  e l e c t r o n i c  c i r c u i t  th e  
f i r s t  c o u p l e  o f  t o u r s  b e c a u s e  t h a t  w a s  t h e  
b a n d  w e  w e r e  t o u r i n g  w i th .
L i z :  W e  t o u r e d  w i t h  t h e m  a  h a n d f u l  o f  t i m e s .  
M a x  b o o k e d  t h e  f i r s t  o q e  f u l ly ,  t h e n  th e  
s e c o n d  o n e  I  f e e l  w e  s h a r e d  d u ty .
C o r r i e :  I n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  o r  s o ,  w e  w e n t  o n  
t h e  B a b e s  I n  T o y l a n d  t o u r  w h i c h  w a s  a l l  
h u g e  v e n u e s ,  t h e n  w e  w e n t  o n  t o u r  w i th  
R o y a l  B r a t ,  a n d  t h a t  w a s  a  m i x  o f  v e n u e s  a n d  
D I Y  s p a c e s .  T h e n  w e  j u s t  w e n t  o n  t o u r  a g a in  
o u r s e l v e s ,  a n d  t h a t  w a s  a l l  D I Y  s p o t s ,  r e c o r d  
s to r e s ,  a n d  w h a te v e r .  I  t h i n k  w e ’r e  in  a  f u n n y  
p o s i t i o n  a s  a  b a n d  w h e r e  w e ’v e  d o n e  s e v e r a l  
h i g h  p r o f i l e ,  w e i r d ,  b i g  t h i n g s ,  b u t  w e ’r e  s t i l l





a  D I Y  b a n d .  I  r e m e m b e r  w h e n  w e  p l a y e d  
in  K a n s a s  C i t y  a t  R e v o l u t i o n  R e c o r d s ,  a  
c o u p l e  p e o p l e  c a m e  u p  t o  m e  b e f o r e  t h e  
s h o w ,  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  l i k e ,  “ I  c a n ’t  b e l i e v e  
t h e  s h o w  i s  h e r e .  W h y  i s  i t  a t  t h i s  r e c o r d  
s t o r e ? ”  A n d  t h e r e  w e r e  f o r t y  p e o p l e  t h e r e ,  
i t  w a s  a  p u n k  s h o w .  S o m e t i m e s  p e o p l e  
f o r g e t  t h a t ’s  w h a t  w e  d o ,  a n d  t h o s e  a r e  t h e  
t o u r s  w e  g o  o n .
J o h n :  G o i n g  b a c k  t o  w h a t  y o u  w e r e  t a l k i n g  
a b o u t  w i t h  i n s p i r i n g  o t h e r  b a n d s ’ d o  y o u  h a v e  
a n y  a d v i c e ,  o r  d i d  y o u  p a s s  o n  a n y  a d v i c e  to  
b a n d s  s t a r t i n g  u p ?
L i z :  M y  g o - t o  a d v i c e  i s  a l w a y s ,  “ J u s t  t r y  i t . ”  
C o r r i e :  W e  a l s o  d i d n ’t  k n o w  h o w  t o  p l a y  
i n s t r u m e n t s  w h e n  w e  f i r s t  s t a r t e d .  S o m e  o f  
u s  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  i n  b a n d s .  S o m e  o f  u s  h a d  
b e e n  i n  s h i t t y  b a n d s .  W e  w e r e  a l l  d o i n g  th e  
t h i n g  w e  w e r e n ’t  s u p e r  c o m f o r t a b l e  d o i n g  
t h a t  w e  d i d n ’t  k n o w  h o w  t o  d o .  W e  w e r e  j u s t  
d e t e r m i n e d  t o  m a k e  i t  u p  a s  w e  w e n t  a n d  n o t  
c a r e  w h a t  p e o p l e  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  i t .  S o m e h o w ,  
t h r o u g h  n o  i n t e n t i o n  o f  o u r s ,  I  f e e l  l i k e  t h a t  
t r a n s l a t e s  a n d  a l w a y s  h a s  t r a n s l a t e d .  I ’m  n o t  
s u r e  i f  t h a t ’s  l i k e  s t i l l  p l a y i n g  s h i t t y  a n d  w e  
d o n ’t  c a r e ,  [ l a u g h in g ]
L a u r a :  I t ’s  s o  a c c e s s i b l e .
C o r r i e :  I t ’s  s o  a c c e s s ib le  b e c a u s e  i t ’s  s o  s im p le .  
L ik e ,  “ I  c o u l d  d o  th a t .  I t ’s to ta l  g a r b a g e .”
L i z :  I t ’s  l i k e  p e o p l e  in  a r t  m u s e u m s  w h o  a r e  
m a d  b e c a u s e  s o m e o n e  j u s t  p a i n t e d  a  b l a c k  
p a i n t i n g .  T h e y ’r e  l i k e ,  “ I  c o u l d  h a v e  d o n e  
t h a t  s h i t , ”  a n d  y o u ’r e  l i k e ,  “ Y o u  d i d n ’t . ”

C o r r i e :  I  t h i n k  t h a t  w e  j u s t  d o n ’t  c a r e ,  a n d  
w e ’r e  p l a y i n g  m u s i c  t o  h a v e  f u n  p l a y i n g  
m u s ic .  T h a t ’s  w h y  w e  s t a r t e d  d o i n g  i t .  I  t h i n k  
t h a t  a n y  t i m e  y o u  s e e  a  b a n d  l i k e  t h a t ,  t h a t ’s  
w h a t  r e s o n a t e s  w i t h  p e o p l e .
L a u r a :  A n d  b e i n g  i n  b a n d  w i t h  p e o p l e  y o u  
a c t u a l l y  l i k e  a n d  n o t  j u s t  p e o p l e  w h o  c a n  
p l a y  g o o d  s o lo s .  H a v i n g  a  g o o d  c h e m i s t r y  
w i t h  t h e m ,  w h e t h e r  i t ’s  w r i t i n g  m u s i c  o r  j u s t  
b e i n g  f r i e n d s  a n d  w i l l i n g  t o  m a k e  m i s t a k e s  
w i t h  e a c h  o th e r .  J u s t  g o  d o w n  t h a t  r o a d  a n d  
t r y  i t .
C o r r i e :  W e  s t i l l  f u c k  u p  o n  s t a g e  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  
g i g g l e ,  a n d  k e e p  g o in g .  W e  m a k e  a  w e i r d  
l o o k  l i k e ,  “ O h  s h i t , ”  a n d  p r o b a b l y  d i d  t h a t  a t  
t h e  M a in r o o m .
L i z :  D e f i n i t e l y  a t  R i o t  F e s t .  [ l a u g h in g ]  
L a u r a :  J u s t  k e e p  b r i n g i n g  i t  u p !
C o r r i e :  I  f e e l  l i k e  t h e  m o s t  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  
t h i n g  e v e r  i s  w h e n  y o u  s e e  a  b a n d  p l a y  a n d  
t h e y  t a k e  t h e m s e l v e s  s u p e r  s e r i o u s l y  i n  a n y  
c o n t e x t — w h e t h e r  t h e y  f u c k  u p  a n d  t h e y ’r e  
p a n i c k e d  o r  t h e y  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  i t  o r  
a p o l o g iz e .
L i z :  O r  t h e y  s to p .
C o r r i e :  O r  i f  t h e  a u d i e n c e  i s n ’t  f e e l i n g  i t  a n d  
t h e  b a n d  s a y s  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  it .
L i z :  I ’m  g e t t i n g  s o  e x c i t e d .  I  l o v e  w a t c h i n g  
th o s e  t h i n g s  h a p p e n .
C o r r i e :  O h  m y  g o d ,  I  h a t e  it .
L i z :  N o ,  i t ’s  t o r t u r e .
C o r r i e :  W e  j u s t  p l a y e d  a  s h o w  w i th  a  b a n d  
r e c e n t l y  w h o  d i d  a  t h i n g  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e

l i k e ,  “ T h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a p p l a u s e , ”  
t o  t h e  u n e x c i t e d  a u d i e n c e .
L i z :  I g e t  s o  e x c i t e d  w h e n  t h a t  h a p p e n s .  
C o r r i e :  I t ’s  s o  t o r t u r o u s  t o  w a t c h ,  b e c a u s e  
w h a t  y o u ’r e  s a y i n g  is  t h a t  y o u ’r e  l e t t i n g  
i t  h e a v i l y  a f f e c t  y o u  t h a t  p e o p l e  a r e  n o t  
r e s p o n d i n g  to  w h a t  y o u ’r e  d o in g .  I  d o n ’t  
k n o w  i f  i t ’s  t h e  c h i c k e n  o r  t h e  e g g  t h i n g — a r e  
p e o p l e  n o t  r e s p o n d i n g  b e c a u s e  y o u ’r e  t a k i n g  
y o u r s e l f  t o o  s e r io u s ly ,  o r  a r e  y o u  t a k i n g  
y o u r s e l f  t o o  s e r i o u s l y  b e c a u s e  p e o p l e  a r e n ’t  
r e s p o n d i n g  to  w h a t  y o u ’r e  d o i n g ?

A l l  I  k n o w  i s  t h a t  w h e n  w e  p l a y e d  t h a t  
s h o w  w i t h  t h e  b a n d  t h a t  d i d  t h a t  h o r r i b l e  
t h i n g ,  t h e y  p l a y e d  s u p e r  f u c k i n g  t i g h t  a n d  
w e r e  t o t a l l y  o n  i t  t h e  w h o l e  t i m e ,  w i t h  
n i c e  g e a r ,  a n d  w h e n  w e  p l a y e d  w e  w e r e  
d e f i n i t e l y  f u c k i n g  u p  o n  o u r  t r a s h  s tu f f .  I  
d o n ’t  c a r e  i f  a n y o n e  i s  i n t o  i t  o r  a p p l a u d i n g .  
W e ’r e  g o i n g  t o  p l a y  t h e  s a m e  s h o w  e i t h e r  
w a y .  T h a t  w o n ’t  r e s o n a t e  w i t h  e v e r y o n e ,  
b u t  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  i t  d o e s  r e s o n a t e  w i t h ,  
i t ’s  a l w a y s  s u p e r  m e a n i n g f u l  w h e n  y o u  s e e  
a  b a n d  l i k e  t h a t .
L a u r a :  I  t h i n k  i t ’s  r e a l l y  c l e a r  w h e n  y o u  
w a t c h  b a n d s  w h a t  t h e i r  m o t i v a t i o n s  a r e  f o r  
p l a y i n g  m u s ic .  I  t h i n k  i t ’s  r e a l l y  c l e a r  w h e n  * 
y o u  w a t c h  u s  t h a t  w e ’r e  m o t i v a t e d  b y  h a v i n g  
a  g o o d  t i m e  a n d  n o t  t a k i n g  o u r s e l v e s  t o o  
s e r io u s ly .  Y o u  w a t c h  o t h e r  b a n d s  a n d  y o u ’r e  
l i k e ,  “ O h ,  y o u  w e r e  t h a t  g u y  w h o  s t a r t e d  a  
b a n d  t o  m e e t  g i r l s ,  a n d  y o u ’r e  s t i l l  d o i n g  i t  
e v e n  th o u g h  y o u ’r e  f o r t y  n o w .”





C o r r i e :  F o r  m e ,  b e i n g  in  a  b a n d  i s  t h i s  
t h i n g — t o  b e  a  g i r l  i n  a  b a n d — t o  t a l k  a b o u t  
f e m i n i s m  a n d  u s e  a r t  a s  p o l i t i c s .  B e i n g  a b l e  
to  h a v e  a  p l a t f o r m  to  d o  s o m e t h in g .  T h a t ’s  
w h a t ’s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  m e ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t o  b e  
a  g o o d  b a s s i s t .  I ’m  n o t  s a y i n g  t h a t ’s  t h e  t r u t h  
f o r  t h e  b a n d ,  b e c a u s e  w e  d o  c a r e  a b o u t  b e i n g  
g o o d  a t  o u r  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  i n  s o m e  r e g a r d .
L i z :  A n d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s .
C o r r i e :  Y o u  c a n  a l w a y s  t e l l  w h a t  a  b a n d ’s  
m o t i v a t i o n  i s  a s  a n  a u d i e n c e  m e m b e r .  P e o p l e  
p e r f o r m i n g  t h i n k  t h e y  c a n  p u l l  o n e  o v e r  o n  
y o u — o r  d o  s o m e  k i n d  o f  p e r f o r m a n c e  f o r  
y o u  t h a t ’s  g o i n g  t o  a l t e r  y o u r  o p i n i o n  o f  
t h e m — o r  c r e a t e  a  f a l s e  id e n t i t y .  I  g u e s s  t h a t  
w o r k s  o n  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e .  A  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  l i k e  
s t u p i d  s h i t .
L i z :  I  l i k e  s o m e  s t u p i d  s h i t .
J o h n :  W h a t ’s  s o m e  s t u p i d  s h i t  t h a t  y o u  l i k e ?  
L i z :  [ S ig h s ]  T h e r e  i s  s o  m u c h .  [ L a u g h in g ]  I  
r e a l l y  l i k e  d u m b  p o p  m u s ic .  I t ’s  p r e t t y  m u c h  
a l l  I  l i s t e n  to .

J o h n :  Y o u ’v e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  y o u  lo v e  o f  p o p  
m u s i c  b e f o r e ,  a n d  y o u ’v e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  y o u r  
l o v e  o f  p u n k  r o c k .  I f e e l  l i k e  t h e r e  a r e  m o r e  
p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  s h e d d i n g  t h a t  i d e a  o f  g u i l t y  
p l e a s u r e .  I t ’s  j u s t  p l e a s u r e ,  i t ’s  j u s t  m u s i c ,  
i t ’s  j u s t  f u n ,  a n d  y o u r  b a n d  r e a l l y  s e e m s  to  
e m b r a c e  t h a t  id e a .
C o r r i e :  I  w a s  j u s t  h a v i n g  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
w i t h  s o m e o n e  t h e  o t h e r  n i g h t  a b o u t  t h e  
r e a s o n  K i t t e n  F o r e v e r — e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
t h e  p a s t  f e w  y e a r s — h a s  a  l o t  o f  i n t e n s e  
c r o s s o v e r  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  p e o p l e  w h o  
c a n  e n j o y  o u r  b a n d .  A  l o t  o f  t h a t  c o m e s  
f r o m  s o m e  o f  t h e  a s p e c t s  t h a t  w e ’r e  t a l k i n g  
a b o u t :  j u s t  k i n d  o f  f u n  t o  w a t c h ,  o r  n o t  
r e a l l y  c a r i n g ,  o r  s o m e t h i n g  a n d  t h a r s  
e x c i t i n g  f o r  p e o p l e  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h a t  s o r t  
o f  g e n r e  y o u ’r e  i n t o .  W i t h  t h e  c h a n g i n g  
c u l t u r a l  c l i m a t e ,  i t ’s  m a k i n g  l o t s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  
m u s i c  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  l o t s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  
o f  p e o p l e  a n d  a l s o  m a k i n g  i t  m u c h  m o r e  
a c c e s s i b l e  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  f in d  a r t  t h a t

o t h e r  w o p e n  a r e  d o i n g ,  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  i t ’s  
i n  t h e  g e n r e  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e .

W h e n  y o u  p r e s e n t  a s  s u p e r  p u n k  
a e s t h e t i c a l l y ,  t h e r e ’s  a  p r e c o n c e i v e d  i d e a  
o f  w h a t  a  b a n d  l i k e  t h a t  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e ,  a n d  
t h a t ’s  r e a l l y  i n a c c e s s i b l e  t o  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  
w h o  d o n ’t  n e c e s s a r i l y  w a n t  p u n k ,  b u t  h a v e  
n o  r e a s o n  t o  n o t  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r a d i c a l  
i d e a s ,  o r  c o u n t e r c u l t u r e ,  o r  p o l i t i c s .  A  l o t  o f  
y o u n g  g i r l s  w h o  l i k e  o u r  b a n d  a r e n ’t  p u n k  
p e o p l e .  I  t h i n k  t h a t  w h e n  y o u  m a k e  t h i s  
c h o i c e  t o  h a v e  a  f o o t  i n  b o t h  w o r l d s  a n d  i t ’s  
n o t  s u p e r  i m p o r t a n t  t o  b e  p u n k  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  
t h e n  y o u ’r e  i n v i t i n g  a  w h o l e  o t h e r  g r o u p  o f  
p e o p l e  t o  l i k e  y o u r  p u n k  b a n d .  T h a t ’s  s u p e r  
s i c k  f o r  u s .  A n d  I  t h i n k  i t ’s  s u p e r  l i m i t i n g  
t o  n o t  a d m i t  t h a t  y o u  l i s t e n  t o  C a r l y  R a e  
J e p s e n  a n d  H a n s o n .
L i z :  I ’m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  f o o l  a n y o n e .



T O P  

5 S

M i l l i o n S  

o f  D e a d  H o p s

A n d y  G a r c ia
1. H a n k  W o o d  A n d  T h e  
H a m m e r h e a d s ,  S e l f - t i t l e d  L P
2 . D e v i l  M a s te r ,  S e l f - t i t l e d  7 ”
3 . H a r a m ,  l i v e
a t  T h e  R e s id e n t ,  3 /3 1 /1 8
4 . F u tu r a ,  S p i t  o n  th e  F l a g  7 ”
5 . A l i c e  B a g ,  B l u e p r i n t  L P

A n n a  F a r r
• D r in k s ,  H ip p o  L i te
• U l l i  L u s t ,  V o ice s  in  th e  D a r k
• E f r i m  M e n u c k ,  P i s s i n g  S t a r s
• N o  A g e ,  S n a r e s  l ik e  a  H a i r c u t
• C z a r f a c e  A n d  M F  D O O M , 
C z a r f a c e  M e e t s  M e t a l  F a c e

A rt E t t in g e r
• 3 3  1 /3 :  J a w b r e a k e r  s  2 4  H o u r  
R e v e n g e  T h e r a p y  (o r, T h e  
S t r a n g e  D e a t h  o f  S e l l i n g  O u t)  b y  
R o n e n  G iv o n y  ( b o o k )
• T h e  B r a s s ,  O u r  O w n  P a t h  L P
• T h e  D r o o g e t t e s ,
C lo c k w o r k  G i r l s  L P
• H o p  A lo n g ,
B a r k  Y o u r H e a d  O f f  D o g  L P
• T h e  B o m b p o p s ,  D e a r  B e e r  7 ”

B ill P in k e i
• H o t  S n a k e s ,  J e r i c h o  S i r e n s  L P
• C a n a d ia n  R if le ,
P e a c e f u l  D e a t h  L P
• C u l t u r e  A b u s e ,  P e a c h  L P
• S h a n n o n  A n d  T h e  C la m s ,
O n io n  L P
• J a w b r e a k e r ,  l i v e  a t  th e  
P a l l a d iu m !

B il ly  K o s tk a
• H a n k  W o o d  A n d  T h e  
H a m m e r h e a d s ,  S e l f - t i t l e d  L P
• A q u a r iu m  L P
• T h e  F r i t z  L P
• S u n  A r a w ,  L IV E P H R E A X X X !! ! !
• X - 2 0 ,  P e e p - H o l e

C a m y lie  R e y n o ld s  
D e b a u c h - a - R e n o  I I I :  th e  
S t i c k e r  G u y !  2 5 th  A n n iv . B a s h !
1. R e i g n in g 'S o u n d  f u c k i n g  b l e w  
m y  m i n d
2 . O u ts id e  M u m m ie s  s e t ,  R e v e r e n d  
B e a t- M a n ,  a n d  N ig h tm a r e  B o y z z z
3 . H a n g o v e r  c u r e  a t  C a n t e r ’s  
D e l i c a t e s s e n
4 . N e c k  C h o p  R e c o r d s  b o o th  a t  
t h e  R e n o  V in y l  R e c o r d  F a i r
5 . P l a y i n g  w i th  th e  M id n i t e  
S n a x x x ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a n d  g e t t in g  
m y  f i r s t  a n d  o n ly  S n a x x x  t a t to o

C h a d  W i l l i a m s
1. D e s c e n d e n t s ,  W h o  We A r e  7 ”
2 . W a r  O n  W o m e n ,
C a p t u r e  th e  F l a g  L P
3 . T h e  W a n n a - B e s ,
O u t  W en t th e  L i g h t s  L P
4 . M id n ig h t ,
S w e e t  D e a t h  a n d  E c s t a s y  L P
5 . D e e C r a c k s ,  S o n ic  D e lu s io n s  L P

C h r is  M a s o n
1. F u tu r e  V irg in s ,  D o o m s d a y  R a g a
2 . S i le n t  E r a ,  O  H o r i z o n
3 . M o u n t  E e r ie ,  H e r e  N o w
4 . S c r e a m in g  F e m a le s ,  A l l  a t  O n c e
5 . S u p e r c h u n k ,
W h a t  a  T im e  to  B e  A liv e

C h r is  T e r ry
• T o ta l l y  S lo w , I m p e r iu m  E P
• J e a n  G r a e  &  Q u e l l e  C h r i s ,  
E v e r y th in g  I s  F i n e  L P
• T u r n s t i l e ,  T im e  &  S p a c e  L P
• T h e  H a t e  U  G iv e ,  A n g ie  
T h o m a s  ( n o v e l )
• T h is  I s  M e m o r i a l  D e v ic e ,
D a v id  K e e n a n  ( n o v e l )

C ra v e n  R o c k
1. C o n f l i c t  I s  N o t  A b u s e  
b y  S a r a h  S c h u lm a n  ( b o o k )
2 . T a k in g  I m p r o v  101 c l a s s  a t  J e t  
C i t y  I m p r o v
3 . D i s a s t e r  A r t i s t  b y  G r e g  S e s te r o  
a n d  T o m  B is s e l  ( b o o k )

4 .  T ie :  T .S .O .L ,  T h e  D e r e l i c t s ,  
D r e a d f u l  C h i l d r e n  a t  E l  C o r a z o n  
a n d  J o r d a n  O ’ J o r d a n ,  S a r a  
R e n b e r g  a t  W o o d la n d  T h e a t e r
5 . L ’i l  B ,  I ’m  G a y  ( I ’m  H a p p y )

C y n th ia  P in e d o
5  S p r i n g  J a m s
1. S c r e a m in g  F e m a l e s ^ / / a t  
O n c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  “ I ’l l  M a k e  Y o u  
S o r r y ”  a n d  “ G la s s h o u s e .”
2 . F r a n k ie  C o s m o s ,  V esse l. 
D r e a m y  in d i e  p o p .  “ B e i n g  A l iv e ”  
is  m y  f a v o r i t e  t r a c k .
3 . M e a n  J e a n s ,  J i n g l e s
4 . C a v e s ,  A lw a y s  W hy
5 . B e t h  D i t t o  a t  t h e  G la s s h o u s e  
o n  3 /2 4 /1 8

D ary l G u s s in
• H o t  S n a k e s ,  J e r i c h o  S i r e n s  L P
• P in n e d  I n  P la c e ,  R u b b e r n e c k in g  
a t  th e  G a te s  o f  H e l l  C S
• S h a r k  T o y s ,
L a b y r in th s  L P  a n d  l iv e
• V n lv x ,  I s  U n lu x  C S  a n d  l iv e
• L i m p  W r i s t ,  l iv e

D e s ig n a t e d  D a le
1. M o lo to v  u n p lu g g e d  r e c o r d i n g  
a t  Q u a r r y  S tu d io s  in  M e x ic o  C ity . 
T h e  D F ’s  o w n  r o c k  i t  o u t  a c o u s t ic  
s ty l e  w i th  a  f e w  s p e c i a l  g u e s t s .  
T e l e v i s i o n /D V D  to  f o l l o w  la te r  
th i s  y e a r .
2 . T h e  H a te s ,  M is h  B o n d a g e ,  
a n d  L a  T u y a  a t  C a f e  N E L A .  T h e  
o ld e r  s e t  s t i l l  b r in g i n g  th e  n o i s e  
t o  t h e  m a s s e s .
3 . M ik e  W a tt  &  T h e  M is s in g m e n  a t 
P o p  O b s c u r e  R e c o rd s .  H o ly  s h i t !
4 . C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  to  L a r r y  a n d  
M a r th a  M a y  f o r  ty i n g  th e  k n o t  
th i s  p a s t  M a r c h .  L e t  t h e  r o c k  g o d s  
s m i l e  u p o n  th e e .
5 . T h e  V a p o rs  d e b u t , N e w  C le a r  
D a y s .  F o rg o t  h o w  d a m  g re a t  th is  L P  
is. D ig  i t  o u t  w h e n  y o u  g e t  a  c h a n c e .

E d e n  K itt iv e r
1. H o p  A lo n g ,  B a r k  Y o u r H e a d  
O ff, D o g
2 . A l i c e  B a g ,  B lu e p r i n t
3 . F r e e  T h r o w , M is s i n g  P i e c e s

4 . W a r  O n  W o m e n ,
C a p t u r e  th e  F l a g
5 . R e d  C i t y  R a d io ,  S k y T ig e rs

E r ic  B a s k a u s k a s
1. W e ir d  A1 a n d  E m o  P h i l i p s ,  
l i v e  in  C h ic a g o
2 . D o o m  O r c h e s t r a ,  l i v e  in  
C o p e n h a g e n
3 . C .H .E .W .,  l i v e  in  C h ic a g o  
o u t s id e  in  t h e  m i d d le  o f  th e  d a y  
in  t h e  m i d d le  o f  w in t e r
4 .  R a s h  /  C .H .E .W .,  S p l i t  7 ”
5 . M a m m o th  G r in d e r ,  
l i v e  in  C h ic a g o

G a b b y  G o n z a le z
P u n k  o f  T o d a y
• L o v e  F i e n d
• V a g u e s s
• M o d p o d s
• M e d ia  J e w e le r
• T r a c y  B r y a n t

J e n n i f e r  F e d e r i c o  
T op  5  B a n d s  W h e n  I ’m  F e e l i n g  
D o w n  U n d e r
1. T o ta l  C o n t r o l
2 . T h e  B i r t h d a y  P a r ty
3 . S u b v e r s io n
4 . S t r a i g h t  A r r o w s
5 . E d d y  C u r r e n t  
S u p p r e s s i o n  R in g

J im m y  A lv a ra d o
• W u  T a n g  C la n ,
W u T a n g  F o r e v e r  2  x  C D
• T h e  H a te s ,  M is h  B o n d a g e  A n d  
T h e  B lo k e s ,  L a  T u y a  a t  C a f e  
N E L A ,  3 /3 1 /1 8
• M ik e  W a t t  &  T h e  M is s i n g m e n  
a t  P o p  O b s c u r e  R e c o r d s ,  3 /3 1 /1 8
• S a f e ty  in  N u m b e r s ,  b y  A d a m  
W i ls o n  ( b o o k )
• T h e lo n iu s  M o n k  Q u a r te t ,
A t  C a r n e g i e  H a l l  C D

J o e  D a n a
1. L a s t  m i n u te  r o a d  t r i p  to  S .F . to  
c a t c h  th e  B a n a n a s  a n d  F le s h i e s  a t  
th e  K n o c k  O u t
2 . L a s t  m i n u te  d e c i s io n  to  
s e e  J a w b r e a k e r  f o r  j u s t  $ 6  o n  
S tu b h u b  j u s t  a  s h o r t  w a lk  f r o m  
m y  h o u s e



3 . D a n  S a v a g e ’s  H u m p  F i lm  
F e s t iv a l ,  A m a t e u r  P o m  F i lm  
F e s t iv a l  a t  t h e  D o w n t o w n  
I n d e p e n d e n t  T h e a t e r
4 .  D J i n g  w i th  K a s h  A b d u lm a l ik  
f o r  “ S e x  a n d  V io le n c e ”  a t  8 2 ,  t i e  
w i th  D J i n g  w i th  J e f f  P r o c to r  f o r  
“ W i th  S p e c i a l  G u e s t  J o e  D a n a ”  
a t  8 2
5 . R a z o r c a k e  H e a r t s  D r in k in g  
B e e r  a n d  L i s t e n in g  to  R e c o r d s  a t  
F o o t s i e s  in  L o s  A n g e le s — s e c o n d  
S a tu r d a y  o f  e v e r y  m o n t h

J o n  M u le
N e x t  P u n k - B e e r  M a r k e t  
P a i r i n g s . . . .
• B a d  G r a in s
• B la c k  A le s  in  th e  S u n s e t
• D o u b le  C e r v e z a s  o n  th e  L im e
• M i l l i o n s  o f  D e a d  H o p s
• Q : A r e  w e  n o t  2 1 ?
A : W e  a r e  th i r s ty !

J u a n  E s p in o s a
• W i tc h  T r i a l ,  S e l f - t i t l e d  1 2 ”  E P
• B e n d  S in is te r ,  T a p e 2  L P
• C a d a v e r  D o g ,
D y in g  B r e e d  L P , t i e  w i th  
S u b u r b a n i t e ,  S e l f - t i t l e d  L P
• N o  A g e ,
S n a r e s  l ik e  a  H a i r c u t  L P
• B a d  R e l ig io n ,  S t r a n g e r  th a n  
F i c t i o n  L P  r e i s s u e

K ay la  G r e e t
1. R e d  D o n s ,  C r i m i n a l  C o d e ,
N u x  N o v a c u l a  a t  C l o c k  O u t  
L o u n g e ,  S e a t t l e  a n d  R e d  D o n s ,  
P i s s  T e s t ,  B r o k e n  S p i r i t  a t  B l a c k  
W a te r ,  P o r t l a n d .  T h a n k s  f o r  
d r i v i n g  T o b y !
2 . N e ig h b o r h o o d  B r a t s  a n d  D e a d  
B a r s  a t  V ic to r y  L o u n g e ,  S e a t t l e
3 . D e e  C r a c k s ,  S o n ic  D e lu s io n s
4 .  L o s t  B a l lo o n s  a t  V ic to r y  
L o u n g e ,  S e a t t l e
5 . H o p  A lo n g ,
B a r k  Y o u r H e a d  O ff, D o g

K ev in  D u n n
1. R a g i n g  N a th a n s ,
C h e a p  F a m e  L P
2 . 5 0  F o o t  W a v e ,  B a t h  W h ite  E P
3 . S a r c h a s m ,  T id e s  E P
4 . S h r im p s ,  S o l id  L P
5 . T h e  M o n s ,  T ru s t  N o  O n e  L P

K u rt M o r r is
1. S h a m e ,  S o n g s  o f  P r a i s e
2 . H o t  S n a k e s ,  J e r i c h o  S i r e n s
3 . C r u s a d e s ,  T h is  I s  a  S ic k n e s s . . .
4 .  S l a y e r  ( e v e r y t h in g )
5 . B la c k  F la g ,  D a m a g e d

M a r tN a o n t i
F i v e  N e w  T r ic k s  T h is  O ld  D o g  
H a s  B e e n  L e a r n i n g  A s  o f  L a t e
1. T h e  j o y  o f  p o t
2 . T h e  j o y  o f  iP a d  P r o
3 . V e n m o
4 . T h a t ’s  it, I ’m  to o  o ld  a n d  s to n e d .

M a rk  T w is tw o r th y
• G in o  A n d  T h e  G o o n s ,
R ip  I t  U p !  L P
• Y a r d  W o r k ,  E a r n  th e  R o c k  L P
• S h a m e ,  S o n g s  o f  P r a i s e  L P
• T h e  S h i f te r s ,  S e l f - t i t l e d  L P
• V la a r ,  S e l f - t i t l e d  L P

M a r ty  P lo y
• M i n d  S p id e r s ,  F u r i e s
• N o n e  M o r e  B la c k ,  T h is  I s  S a t i r e
• P a r t i a l  T r a c e s ,  G la s s  B e a c h
• F u tu r e  V i r g in s ,  D o o m s d a y  R a g a
• U r s u l a ,  M e e t  I s  M u r d e r

M e g a n  R a z z e tt i
1. G e z a n  ( J a p a n )
2 .  M e a n  J e a n s ,  J i n g l e s  C o l l e c t io n
3 . K i s s i s s ip p i ,  S u n s e t  B lu s h
4 . A l i c e  B a g  r e c o r d  r e l e a s e  s h o w  
w i t h  T r a p  G i r l  a n d  F a t t y  C a k e s  
A n d  T h e  P u f f  P a s t r i e s
5 . S Z A , 2 0  S o m e t h in g

M ic h a e l  T. F o u rn ie r
• S u p e r c h u n k ,  W h a t  a  T im e  to  
B e  A l iv e  L P , a n d  l i v e  a t  S in c l a i r ,  
C a m b r id g e ,  M a s s .  4 /6 / 1 8
• S c r e a m in g  F e m a le s ,  A ll  a t  O n c e  2  
x  L P  a n d  l iv e  a t  S u e ’s , R o ll in s fo rd ,  
N .H . 4 /9 /1 8  a n d  a t  F ly w h e e l ,  
E a s th a m p to n ,  M a s s .  4 /1 1 /1 8
• M e s s t h e t i c s  d e b u t  L P  a n d  l i v e  a t  
S p a c e ,  H a m d e n ,  C o n n .  4 / 1 9 / 1 8
• E x M a i d ,  F a i r  S e x  L P
• H o t  S n a k e s ,  J e r i c h o  S i r e n s  L P

M ik e  F a lc o n
1. F u tu r e  V ir g in s ,
D o o m s d a y  R a g a  L P
2 . M in d  S p id e r s ,  P r o s t h e s i s  L P
3 . K e b ’ M o  &  T a j M a h a l ,
“ D iv in g  D u c k  B lu e s ”
4 .  T o m e k a  R e i d  Q u a r te t ,
S e l f - t i t l e d  C D
5 . S u p e r c h u n k ,
W h a t  a  T im e  to  B e  A l iv e  L P

M ik e  F ra m e
• C a m p  C o p e ,  H o w  to  S o c i a l i s e  
a n d  M a k e  F r i e n d s  C D
• A l i c e  C o o p e r ,  f i r s t  s e v e n  a lb u m s
• E n a m o r a d o s ,  S e l f - t i t l e d  L P
• B la z e  F o le y ,  L o s t  M u s c l e  S h o a l s
• C h e e t a h  C h r o m e  &  M ik e  
H u d s o n ,  D o w n to w n  B e i r u t  7 ”

P a u l  C o m e a u  
T o p  5  S u m m e r  A lb u m s
1. H 2 0 ,  T h ic k e r  T h a n  W a te r
2 . M a d b a l l ,  S e t  I t  O f f
3 . 7  S e c o n d s ,  W a lk  T o g e th e r ,
R o c k  T o g e th e r
4 .  A C /D C ,  H ig h  V o lta g e
5 . B o o g ie  D o w n  P r o d u c t i o n s ,
B y  A l l  M e a n s  N e c e s s a r y

P a u l  S i lv e r
1. H o t  S n a k e s ,  T h e  W id o w s ,  
S u m a t r a b a n  a t  T h e  C a s b a h ,
S a n  D ie g o
2 . S p a n i s h  L o v e  S o n g s ,
S c h m a l tz  L P
3 . G u ta r a  K Y O ,  D e s t r o y  A l l  
G o n d o la s ,  R a z o r  N ig h t s  a t  T i l-  
T w o  C lu b ,  S a n  D ie g o
4 . T h e  S h e l l  C o r p o r a t io n ,
F u c k e d  L P
5 . T h e  F u r  C o a t s ,
M i lk d r o m e d a  E P

R e p la y  D a v e
• D ie  H o f f n u n g ,  E l e g i e s  a n d  
C r e a t io n  S o n g s  L P
• D e m o ,  S e l f - t i t l e d  L P
• A r ie l  G o r e ,
We W ere  W itc h e s  ( n o v e l )
• R a d k e y ,  D a r k  B la c k  M a k e u p  L P
• D e s c e n d e n t s ,  H y p e r c a f f iu m  
S p a z z im a t e  L P

R ev . N e rb
• R u b s ,  I m p o s s ib l e  D r e a m  L P
• R e a l  K id s ,  T h e  K id s  1 9 7 4  
D e m o s /T h e  R e a l  K id s  1 9 7 7 /7 8  
D e m o s /L iv e  C D + B o o k  
• R u l e r ,  " T i g e r "  b /w  
" G im m e  S o m e  N o is e  ”  4 5
• T e le p h o n e  L o v e r s ,  S e l f - t i t l e d  L P
• G iu d a ,  " R o c k ’n  ’R o l l  M u s i c  ”  
b /w  " B o r n  U n d e r  a  B a d  S ig n  ”  4 5  •'

R ic h  C o c k s e d g e
• I d le s ,  l i v e  a t  T h e  H u b ,
P ly m o u t h ,  U .K .
• T h e  P a la t in e s ,
D e a t h  f r o m  B e lo w  L P
• V a r io u s  A r t i s t s ,
T y p ic a l  G i r l s  V o lu m e  3 L P
• K r im e w a t c h ,  S e l f - t i t l e d  L P
• M o d  C o n ,  M o d e r n  C o n v e n i e n c e

t

R y a n  N ic h o l s
1. M o a n in g ,  S e l f - t i t l e d  L P
2 . J o h n n y  M a r r ,  ,
S e t  th e  B o y  F r e e  ( b o o k )
3 . S o f t  K i l l
4 .  A c to r s ,  I t  W ill C o m e  to  You L P
5 . C h o i r  B o y

S e a n  A r e n a s
• H o t  S n a k e s ,  J e r i c h o  S i r e n s  L P
• R u le r ,  " T i g e r "  b /w  
" G im m e  S o m e  N o is e  "  7 ”
• S id e t r a c k e d  /  R a b i d  P ig s ,
S p l i t  7 ”
• N O M O I  7 5 1 ,  S e l f - t i t l e d  L P
• D ig i t a l  L e a th e r ,
P i n k  T h u n d e r  L P

S e a n  K o e p e n ic k  
D i g i t a l  O n ly  R e l e a s e s
1. R is e  D e fy ,  D e m o
2 . F i r e b u m  S h in e / C o n t r o l l e r
3 . T w o  M a n  A d v a n ta g e ,
L iv e  a t  C B G B  s  8 /4 / 0 2
4 . T h e  T e n a f ly  V ip e r s ,
R e v e r s e  T ilt A c t io n
5 . C h a n n e l s ,  B a c k f e i f e n g e s i c h t /  
A i r s t r i p  O n e

T h e r e s a  W ,
T o p  5  S u n n y  D r i v i n g  S o n g s
1. K in d l i n g ,  “ B l i n d  W a v e ”
2 . K i l l  C r e e k ,
“ C o s m e t i c  S u r g e r y ”
3 . M u to id  M a n ,  “ M e l t  Y o u r  
M in d ”
4 . U n c le  T u p e lo ,  “ G u n ”
5 . B i t c h i n ’, “ B a r g a in e d ”

T o b y T o b e r
T o p  5  M o v ie s  I  h a v e  
R e c e n t ly  E n j o y e d
1. K i l l i n g  o f  a  S a c r e d  D e e r
2 . T h e  I n s u l t
3 . B e f o r e  We V an ish
4 . P u s h i n g  D e a d
5 . T h e  H o n e y m o o n  
S t a n d  U p  S p e c i a l

T o d d  T a y lo r
• A l ic e  B a g ,  B l u e p r i n t  L P  
a n d  l i v e
• H o t  S n a k e s ,  J e r i c h o  S i r e n s  L P
• F u tu r e  V ir g in s ,
D o o m s d a y  R a g a  L P
• A  B r i e f  H i s t o r y  o f  S e v e n  
K i l l in g s  b y  M a r lo n  J a m e s  ( b o o k )  
a n d  J o h n n i e  J u n g le g u t s ,  L i f e  S e x  
F a n d o m  ( b o o k )
• B u n d le s ,  D e a f  D o g s  L P
• A m y l  A n d  T h e  S n if f e r s ,
B ig  A t t r a c t i o n /G id d y  U p  1 2 ”

T y  S tr a n g l e h o ld
1. H o t  S n a k e s ,  J e r i c h o  S i r e n s  L P
2 . M in d  S p id e r s ,  F u r i e s  L P
3 . A l i c e  B a g ,  B l u e p r i n t  L P
4 . N e i g h b o r h o o d  B r a t s ,
N ig h t  S h i f t  7 ”
5 . T h e  F r i t z ,  S e l f - t i t l e d  L P



ACTORS: I t  W ill C o m e to  You: LP
T h e se  C a n a d ia n s  h a v e  b e e n  re le a s in g  
a m a z in g  s in g le  a f te r  a m a z in g  s in g le  
o v e r  th e  p a s t fe w  y e a rs , f in a lly  
le a d in g  u p  to  th is  p e r fe c t  re c o rd . I f  
y o u ’re  a  fa n  o f  p o s t-p u n k , n e w  w a v e , 
o r  a n y th in g  c lo se ly  r e la te d  to  th o s e  
g e n re s , th e n  y o u  n e e d  th is  rec o rd . 
T h e  so n g s  a re  a ll sh a rp  in  p ro d u c tio n , 
sex y , d a rk , a n d  g o rg e o u s  in  so u n d . 
H ig h ly  re c o m m e n d e d . - R y a n  N ic h o ls  
(A r to f fa c t , a r to f fa c t@ a r to f fa c t.c o m )

AGGRAVATED A SSA ULT NYC:
T he  S tru g g le : CDEP-R
N o t to  b e  c o n fu s e d  w ith  th e  w h ite  
p o w e r  b a n d  th a t c a m e  la te r , th is  
E P  is  f ro m  th e  n e w ly  re fo rm e d  
A g g ra v a te d  A s s a u l t  th a t o r ig in a te d  in  
N e w  Y o rk  in  th e  m id - ’8 0 s . T h e y ’v e  
a d d e d  N Y C  to  th e  e n d  o f  th e ir  n a m e  
to  d is p e l c o n fu s io n  w ith  th e  o th e r, 
b e t te r -k n o w n  b a n d . T h is  A g g ra v a te d  
A s s a u l t  o r ig in a lly  h a d  D o u g  B e a n s  
f ro m  M u rp h y ’s L a w  o n  d ru m s . A  
k i l le r  v id e o  o f  th e m  fro m  1986  is  o n  
Y o u T u b e . T h is  r e le a s e  s e lf -d e s c r ib e s  
a s  a n  E P  a n d  c o n ta in s  tw o  e x c e lle n t 
N Y H C  tra c k s , “T h e  S tru g g le ” an d  
“N .Y . 2 K .”  T h e  in te n se , p o w e rfu lly  
to u g h  v o c a ls  a re  b y  A n th o n y  fro m  
F u n c tio n a l Id io ts . I ’m  e x c ite d  fo r  
th e  re tu rn  o f  th is  g ro u p , a n d  I lo o k  
fo rw a rd  to  a  p ro p e r  E P  o r  fu ll- le n g th  
in  th e  n e a r  fu tu re . - A r t  E t tin g e r  (S e lf-  
r e le a s e d , a g g ra v a te d .a s s a u l t .n y c @  
g m a il.c o m )

AMYL AND THE SNIFFERS:
B ig  A ttra c t io n  & G id d y  U p: LP
C ru n ch y , p u n c h y  ‘7 0 s  p u n k  m e e ts  ‘80s  
p o w e r  p o p  f ro m  A u stra lia . I t ’s a  s e e d y  
ro m p  in  th e  m o s t c la s s ic  r o c k ’n ’ro ll 
fa sh io n . R a u n c h y  a n d  le w d  a n d  n o t 
g iv in g  a  fu ck . W h i le  th e  A  s id e  is 
p u re  s e x , th e  B  s id e  re v e a ls  a  m o re  
in tro sp e c tiv e  s id e  o f  th e  S n iffe rs : 
c o n te m p la tin g  m o rta li ty , lo o k in g  
fo r  a n  e s c a p e  to  a  b e t te r  life , a n d  th e  
s u b se q u e n t o d e  to  a  lo s t “p u s h b ik e .”  
H a d  to  lo o k  u p  w h a t th a t  w a s . I t ’s 
a  b ik e . V ery  c u r io u s  to  se e  w h a t 
th e  fu tu re  h o ld s  fo r  A m y l A n d  T h e  
S n iffe rs , b e c a u s e  w h a t w e  h a v e  h e re  
is  v e ry  p ro m is in g . - D a r y l  (H o m e le s s )

A NM LS: S e lf - t i t le d : LP
D e c e n t to u g h  g a ra g e  p u n k  fro m  
S a n tia g o , C h ile . R e le n tle s s  a n d  fu ll 
o f  g a n g  v o c a ls , p ro b a b ly  a  g o o d  p a r ty  
b a n d  i f  y o u  w a n t y o u r  p a r ty  to  b e  th e  
r ig h t  le v e l o f  in san e . T h is  r e c o rd  s h o u ld  
c o m e  w ith  a  s ix  p a c k  a n d  sh o u ld  b e  
p la y e d  v e ry  lo u d  o n  S a tu rd a y  n ig h ts . 
- M a t t  W e rts  (S lo v en ly , s lo v e n ly .c o m  
/  A lg o , a lg o re c o rd s .c o m )

ARMEDALITE RIFLES, THE: R e v e l in  
th e  B e a u ty  o f  th e  S o u r  N o te : LP
P u tr id  p o p  p u n k  th a t d a b b le s  in  
b e in g  e x p e rim e n ta l w h ic h  c o m e s  
o f f  s o u n d in g  fo rc e d  a n d  a ll a ro u n d  
p re te n tio u s . B le h h h h . . .  T h is  a lb u m  is 
d is jo in te d  a n d  so u n d s  lik e  a  c o l le c t io n  
o f  o u tta k e s . - M a t t  A v e ra g e  (W rin k y  
D in k , b lu r t in g a b n o rm a lit ie s .c o m )

BABYLON: B a c k  to  th e  B r in k : ! "  EP
H e a v y  ‘8 0 s  B r it - in f lu e n c e d  h a rd c o re , 
p a r t ic u la r ly  th e  s tu f f  C la y  R e c o rd s

w a s  p u tt in g  o u t b a c k  th e n , f ro m  a 
b u n c h a  m a lc o n te n ts  f ro m  S e a t tle . 
T h e y  d o  th e  s o u n d  ju s t i c e ,  w ith  
lo ts a  fu z z , g ro w lin g  v o c a ls , a n d  
s u c h . - J im m y  A lv a ra d o  (B a b y lo n , 
s tr e e ts o fb a b y lo n .c o m )

BAD M O JO S  /  KICK IT!: S p lit: 7"
A  g r e a t  s p l i t  c o m in g  o u t  o f  E u ro p e . 
F i r s t  u p  w e  h a v e  B a d  M o jo s  f ro m  
S w itz e r la n d .  T w o  b la s t s  o f  lo -f i 
b r a in  d a m a g e  th a t  m a k e s  m e  th in k  
th e y  h a v e  a  S p its  r e c o r d  o r  tw o  in  
th e i r  c o l le c t io n s .  I  d u g  th is  e n o u g h  
to  s e a r c h  th e m  o u t  o n  B a n d c a m p  
a n d  b u y  a  fu l l - le n g th  a lb u m . O n  th e  
flip  w e  h a v e  K ic k  It! f ro m  G e rm a n y . 
G r e a t  h a rd c o re  p u n k  in  th e  v e in  o f  
F u n e ra l  O ra t io n  o r  A u tis t i c  Y o u th . 
I  p ic k e d  u p  a  f u l l - le n g th  o f  th e ir s  
o n l in e  a s  w e ll .  B o th  th e s e  b a n d s  a re  
f i rm ly  o n  m y  r a d a r  n o w . G iv e  ‘e m  a 
s p in !  - T y  S tr a n g le h o ld  (K in k , k in k -  
r e c o rd s .d e )

BEDFORD FALLS: S e n d  M o re  B e e s :  CD
I t  h a s  b e c o m e  c le a r  to  m e  th a t  w e  
a re  l iv in g  in  a  re s u rg e n c e  o f  th e  
m u s ic  o f  th e  ‘9 0 s . W h i le  m a n y  m a y  
b la n c h  a t th e  th o u g h t ,  I ’m  a l r ig h t 
w ith  it. B e d fo rd  F a l ls  m u s t  b e  h ap p y . 
T h e  W e lsh  b a n d  h a s  b e e n  a ro u n d  
fo r  f if te e n  y e a r s ,  b u t  th e i r  h e a r t f e l t  
R e p la c e m e n ts  m e e ts  L e m o n h e a d s  
d e l iv e ry  is  p ro b a b ly  s o u n d in g  f re s h e r  
th a n  it  h a s  in  y e a rs . L e t  m e  p u t  i t  th is  
w a y ; w h e n  I w a s  e ig h te e n , I w o u ld  
m o s t  l ik e ly  b e  l i s te n in g  to  th is  n o n ­
s to p . W h e n  I w a s  tw e n ty - tw o  I w o u ld  
h a v e  s h u n n e d  i t  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s n ’t  
“p u n k ” e n o u g h . T o d a y  (a t  fo r ty -  
fo u r , i f  y o u ’re  k e e p in g  tr a c k )  I o n ly  
s e p a ra te  m u s ic  in to  s tu f f  I  lik e , a n d  
s tu f f  I d o n ’t a n d  I r e a l ly  l ik e  B e d fo rd  
F a lls .  - T y  S tra n g le h o ld  (B o s s  
T u n e a g e , b o s s tu n e a g e .b ig c a r te l .c o m )

BEDFORD FALLS: S e n d  M o re  B e e s :  I P
W e ls h  d u d e s  w h o ’v e  a p p a re n tly  
b e e n  a ro u n d  fo r  s o m e  tim e . T h e y ’re  
c o n v in c in g  e n o u g h — th is  is  a
p e n s iv e ,  m o ro s e  b a tc h  o f  s o n g s  th a t  
h e a rk e n  b a c k  to  ‘9 0 s  in d ie  g u i ta r  
p o p  s h i t  w ith o u t  s o u n d in g  c lo y in g  
o r  k o w to w in g . I t ’s a  b u m m e r  o f  a  
re c o rd ,  d e n s e  w ith  a tm o s p h e re ,  a n d  
a l l  in  a l l  i t  so u n d s  p r e t ty  g o o d . - K e i t h  
R o s s o n  (B ra s s n e c k )

BEND SINISTER: T a p e  2 : LP
A  w h ile  b a c k  I th o u g h t to  m y s e l f  
“ W h a t w o u ld  th e  p e r fe c t  g a ra g e  
n o is e  b a n d  s o u n d  lik e  i f  i t  e v e r  c o u ld  
e x is t? ” I d re a m t u p  a  sc e n a r io  w h e re  
th is  c o u ld  b e  a c h ie v a b le  w h ils t  b e in g  
c o m p le te ly  o b liv io u s  to  B e n d  S in is te r  
o r  th e  A  F ra m e s  (w h o  th e y  la te r  c a m e  
to  b e ) . A f te r  l is te n in g  to  th is  c o l le c t io n  
o f  tra c k s , I ’v e  c o n c lu d e d  th a t th e re  is 
n o  n e e d  fo r  a n y o n e  to  try  an y m o re : 
B e n d  S in is te r  w a s  th a t p e r fe c t  b a n d . 
L is te n in g  to  th e se  so n g s  I c a n ’t  h e lp  
b u t  im a g in e  a  b a n d  re h e a rs in g  in  th e  
la u n d ry  ro o m  o f  a  s h it ty  a p a r tm e n t 
b u ild in g  b y  g u y s  w h o  c o u ld  g iv e  h a l f  
a  s h it  i f  th e y  w e re  to  b e  c a u g h t. Y ou  
lik e  W ra n g le r  B ru te s , R e ta in e rs , o r  
a n y  b a n d  o n  R ip  O f f  R e c o rd s?  T h a t’s 
n ic e  b u t B e n d  S in is te r  re n d s  a ll th o s e  
b a n d s  a n d  se v e ra l o th e rs  o b s o le te . 
T h e re ’s o n ly  fo u r  h u n d re d  c o p ie s  o f  
th is  f lo a tin g  a ro u n d  o u t th e re  so  d o n ’t 
s lee p . - J u a n  E s p in o s a  (H o m e le s s , 
h o m e le s s re c o rd s .b a n d c a m p .c o m )

BETA BOYS: B r ic k  W a l ls : ! "
T w o  tra c k s  o f  n o is y  d is to r to -p u n k . 
“ B r ic k  W a lls” is  a  s lo w -b u m  ja m , 
fu c k e d  y e t  c a tc h y  in  a n  e a rw o rm y  
w ay , w h ile  th e  flip , “ L itte re d  S tre e ts ,”  
b a r re ls  in  a n d  th ra sh e s  th in g s  u p  fo r  a  
m in u te  a n d  a  h a l f  b e fo re  h e a d in g  fo r  
th e  ex it. P r im e  p ic k in ’s fo r  w re c k in g

y o u r  h e a r in g . - J im m y  A lv a ra d o  (T o ta l 
P u n k , f lo r id a s d y in g .c o m )

BLACK ADIDAS: S e lf - t i t le d : LP
Y o u  h a d  m e  a t B la c k  A d id a s . T h is  
is  d e f in ite ly  a  le s s - is -m o re  k in d  
o f  r o c k ’n ’ro ll  b a n d . M u s ic a l ly  
a p p ro a c h in g  r o c k ’n ’ro l l  th e  w a y  T h e  
Ic a ru s  L in e  u s e d  to , w ith  a  m o o d y , 
sexy , p u n k  a ttitu d e . T h e ir  s u b je c t 
m a tte r , o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , is  s tra ig h t 
fo rw a rd , w ith  n o  B S , w h ic h  is 
e x e c u te d  r ig h t  a w a y  w ith  th e  o p e n e r, 
“ F re e  S h it.”  - R y a n  N ic h o ls  (D ig ita l 
A n a lo g  R e c o rd s , b la c k a d id a sm u s ic @  
g m a il .c o m )

BLACK BLUEBIRDS:
L ik e  B lo o d  fo r  M u s ic :  CD
D o  y o u  re m e m b e r th a t scen e  in  th e  m o v ie  
G h o st W orld w h e re  S tev e  B u sc e m i’s 
ch a ra c te r g o es  to  see  a  le g en d ary  b lu es  
gu ita ris t o p en  fo r a  ch eeseb a ll b lu e s- 
ro c k  ac t c a lle d  B lu es  H am m er?  N o w  
b e a r  w ith  m e  an d  im ag in e  th a t Ian  C urtis  
s o m eh o w  lived , a n d  m a n y  y ea rs  la te r  
w as  w a sh e d  u p  a n d  try in g  to  ek e  o u t a  
liv in g  p la y in g  a n y  g ig  h e  co u ld  get. H e  
w o u ld  b e  to u rin g  th e  la n d  o p en in g  fo r 
B la ck  B lu eb ird s . I t  is  u n se ttlin g  to  m e  
h o w  m u c h  I  d is lik e  th is. I t ’s  as  i f  y o u  
to o k  th e  a fo rem en tio n ed  Jo y  D iv is io n  
fro n tm an , m ix e d  h im  w ith  a  m id -’90s  
v e rs io n  o f  B ru ce  S p ringsteen , an d  
s u ck ed  o u t a ll th e  ly ric  w ritin g  ability. 
T h ro w  in  so m e  r ip p in g  B lu e s  H am m er- 
esq u e  lead s , w e ird  k ey b o a rd s , a n d  co rn y  
b a c k u p s .. .  T h is  is  a ll k in d s  o f  w rong . 
- T y  S tran g leh o ld  (T in d erb o x  M u sic )

BOBBY FUNK: A v o c a d o  S ta in s :  7 "
I s a w  B o b b y  F u n k  a  co u p le  o f  y e a rs  
a g o  a n d  w a s  im p re sse d  a t h o w  g o o d  
th e  b a n d  w a s  live . I t  h a d  th a t so m e th in g  
sp ec ia l a b o u t it w h ic h  h e lp e d  th e  b a n d  
s ta n d  o u t fro m  so  m a n y  o th e rs , b o th  
n e w  a n d  o ld . T h e  m u s ic  s o u n d ed  
fre sh , a lth o u g h  w ith o u t b e in g  u n iq u e , 
a n d  th e  b a n d  ap p e a re d  to  b e  h a v in g  
a  g re a t tim e  o n  s tag e , w h ic h  a d d e d  to  
th e  in fe c tio u s  n a tu re  o f  th e  show . F o r  
m y  s in s  I ’v e  m is s e d  B o b b y  F u n k  a 
fe w  tim e s  s in ce  th e n  b u t th is  a v o c ad o  
s h ap ed — I k id  y o u  n o t— re c o rd  is a  
f it tin g  re m in d e r  o f  w h a t I e n jo y e d  
a b o u t th e m  th a t n ig h t. W ith  a  d a sh  o f  
h u m o r  a n d  irre v e ren ce , re m in isc e n t o f  
W o n k  U n it, b a c k e d  u p  w ith  a  h in t o f  
a ttitu d e , th is  is a  b a n d  w o r th  k e e p in g  an  
e y e  on . - R ic h  C o c k se d g e  (T N S , in fo @  
tn srec o rd s .co .u k , tn s re c o rd s .c o .u k  /  
A u to n o m o n s te r , a u to n o m o n s te rec o rd s . 
b ig c a r te l .c o m /K ra u tp o p !)

BOOZE A ND GLORY:
R e g g a e  S e s s io n s  Vol 7 :3  x  EP
T rip le  p a c k  o f  re g g a e  v e rs io n s  o f  
lo n g tim e  L o n d o n  o i m e rc h a n ts ’ so n g s. 
I lo v e  m y  ro c k s te a d y  a n d  re g g a e — a n d  
th e se  v e rs io n s  w o rk  ju s t  fine— b u t a re  
th e y  re a l ly  n ec e ssa ry ?  D e c e n t en o u g h  
tu n e s , b u t i f  I ’m  g o in g  to  lis ten  to  
reg g ae , I ’ll lis ten  to  th e  g rea ts . E a c h  7” 
h a s  a  s te re o  a n d  m o n o  v e rs io n  o f  e a ch  
so n g  w h ic h  is  o v e rk ill to o , as  I  c o u ld n ’t 
te ll th e  d iffe re n ce . F a n s  o f  tw o  to n e , 
ro ck s te ad y , a n d  th e  B o o z e  A n d  G lo ry  
w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  g e t a  k ic k  o u t o f  th is, 
b u t I  c a n ’t  see  m e  sp in n in g  th is  aga in . 
- T im  B ro o k s  (P ira te s  P re ss)
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BO W S: N e v e r  U n ite : T
B o w s  is  a  J a p a n e s e  m e lo d ic  p u n k  
b a n d . T h is  th re e  tra c k -E P  m ix e d  
m e lo d ic  p u n k  a n d  h o w le d  v o c a ls  
in to  a  n e a t  re le a s e . T h e  firs t tra c k , 
“N e v e ru n ite ,”  fe a tu re s  e x tre m e ly  
g ro w ly  v o c a ls  o v e r  so m e  m o s tly  p o p  
p u n k  in s tru m e n ta tio n  th a t o c c a s io n a lly  
v e e re d  o f f  in to  e x p e rim e n ta tio n . T h e  
n e x t  tw o  tra c k s , “ A g a in s t th e  W av e  
o f  D e p re s s io n ”  a n d  “W h y  D o e s  I t 
A lw a y s  E n d  U p  L ik e  T h is ” s o u n d  
v e ry  s im ila r. T h is  g ro u p  h a s  an  
in te re s tin g  s o u n d  th a t a  lo t o f  m e lo d ic  
p u n k  fa n s  w o u ld  en jo y , b u t e n d s  u p  
a  li ttle  re p e t it iv e . T h e y ’ll c e rta in ly  
b e  a n  in te re s tin g  g ro u p  to  k e e p  an  
e y e  o n , b u t th is  re le a s e  w a s  a  little  
b i t  w e a r is o m e  (w h ic h  is  s o m e th in g  
o f  a n  a c h ie v e m e n t fo r  a  7 ” ). - A n n a  
F a r r  (B ra s s n e c k , b ra s s n e c k re c o rd s . 
b a n d c a m p .c o m )

BREEDERS, THE: A ll  N e rv e : LP
I t ’s  2 0 1 8  a n d  I  a m  re v ie w in g  a  n e w  
B re e d e rs  a lb u m . I c a n ’t  q u ite  w ra p  m y  
h e a d  a ro u n d  th a t. F ro m  th e  f irs t n o te  o f  
th e  f irs t tra c k , I a m  in s ta n tly  ta k e n  b a c k  
to  m y  la te  te e n s . K im  D e a l’s u n e a rth ly  
v o ic e  im p o ss ib ly  so u n d s  e x a c tly  lik e  
i t  d id  tw e n ty -f iv e  y e a rs  a g o  a n d  th e  
m u s ic  p ic k s  u p  a s  i f  th e  b a n d  n e v e r  
w e n t aw ay . I  re a d  s o m e w h e re  re c e n tly  
th a t th e  b a n d  c o n s id e rs  th is  a lb u m  th e  
tru e  fo llo w  u p  to  th e ir  m a g n u m  o p u s , 
1 9 9 3 ’s L a s t  S p la s h , a n d  I fu lly  ag re e . 
W ith  li l t in g  s u r f  g u ita r , o f f -k il te r  
c h a n g e s , a n d  c ry p tic  ly r ic s , th e  b a n d  
e m b ra c e s  w h a t  i t  is , a n d  w h a t it h a s  
a c h ie v e d  in  th e  p a s t  w ith o u t b e c o m in g

a  n o s ta lg ic  re h a sh . T h e  w o r ld  s til l 
n e e d s  T h e  B re e d e rs . W e ju s t  d id n ’t 
re a l iz e  it u n ti l now . - i y  S tra n g le h o ld  
(4 A D , 4 a d .c o m )

BRUISER QUEEN: H e a v y  H igh : LP
W h o a -o h -  a n d  o o h -h e a v y  g a ra g e  
p o p  p u n k . I ’v e  h e a rd  p le n ty  o f  
c o m b in a t io n s  o f  th o s e  so u n d s , b u t 
B ru is e r  Q u e e n  p u ts  th e  ‘6 0 s  p o p  
in f lu e n c e  fro n t a n d  ce n te r , f ro m  th e  
so u lfu l v o c a l h a rm o n ie s  to  th e  w e ll-  
p la c e d  h a n d -c la p  a n d  o rg a n  p a rts . 
“ H a v e  F u n ”  is s im u lta n e o u s ly  a  to ta l 
b a n g e r  a n d  c h ill a s  fu ck . I h a v e  to  
m e n tio n  th a t th e  a lb u m  a r t  is  o n e  o f  
th e  b e s t  th in g s  a b o u t th is  re le a s e —  
w h o e v e r  w a s  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  
c a rn iv a l p h o to g ra p h s , y o u  n a i le d  
it. - I n d ia n a  L a u b  (C e r t if ie d  P R , 
c e rt if ie d p rre c o rd s .c o m )

BUNDLES: D e a f  D o g s: LP
I m ean , th e  en d  o f  2 0 1 8 ’s a  w ay s  aw ay, 
b u t d a m n  i f  D e a f  D o g s  is n ’t  con ten d in g  
fo r a lb u m  o f  th e  y e a r  fo r m e . H o ly  cow . 
I lo v e d  la s t y e a r ’s sp lit L P  w ith  D an  
W ebb  &  T h e  S p iders, a n d  n o w  th e re ’s 
tw e lv e  n e w  so n g s to  f reak  o u t over. 
T h e y ’re  sho rt, co m p ac t, fran tic , ro u g h - 
h ew n , fe roc ious  an d  c a tch y  songs, an d  
ju s t  a b o u t p e r fe c t  S ee , B u n d le s— an d  
th is  is im portan t, fo lk s— is o n e  o f  those  
b an d s  in  w h ich  I h av e  ze ro  id e a  a s  to  
w h a t they  're  say ing , b u t they  s a y  it  w ith  
su c h  em o tion  a n d  conv ic tion  th a t I  am  
w h o leh e a rted ly  co n v in ced  anyw ay. “ I f  
I ’m  co n v ic ted , I ’ll res ign . B u t I ’v e  k illed  
all th e  ju d g e s  and  it fee ls  r igh t. N o w  I ’m  
ta k in g  h o s tag es  an d  b u lle t w o u n d s  a n d

all I  th in k  a b o u t— y o u  ju s t  m o v e  the  
w a y  I like .”  I . ..  y o u  g o t m e , guys . N o  
fu ck in g  c lu e  w h a t y o u  m e an  in  an y  o f  
th is  s tu ff, b u t th e re  is su ch  inheren t, 
u n b rid led  p ass io n  in  th e se  tw e lv e  songs, 
a n d  b u o y an c y  a n d  jo y  an d  an g e r an d  
tee th , th a t I ju s t  love  it anyw ay . C a tch y  
a n d  fie rce  an d  reco m m en d ed . I rea lly  
h o p e  th e y  to u r  here . P unk . -K e ith  
R o sso n  (G u n n e r  U S A )

BUZZBOM B:
S ix ty  M ile s  o f  B a d  R o a d : LP/CD
O n  se e in g  th e  e x c e lle n t c o v e r  a r t 
p ro v id e d  b y  P a tr ic k  G o d d a rd , k n o w n  
fo r  h is  w o rk  o n  th e  J u d g e  D re d d  a n d  
2 0 0 0 A D  c o m ic s , I w a s  re a l ly  h o p in g  
th a t th e  m u s ic  w o u ld  l iv e  u p  to  h is  
e ffo r ts  b e c a u s e  I r e a l ly  w a n te d  to  
o rd e r  a  B u z z b o m b  s h ir t  fe a tu r in g  
th a t a r tw o rk . H a v in g  lis te n e d  to  th e  
a lb u m  a  c o u p le  o f  tim e s , I re a l is e d  
th a t m y  s h ir t  c o l le c t io n  w o u ld  so o n  
b e  in c re a s in g — m u c h  to  th e  c h a g rin  o f  
m y  w ife — as I fo u n d  m y s e l f  p a r t ia l  to  
th e  b ra n d  o f  p u n k ’n ’ro ll  th is  o u tfi t h a d  
la id  d o w n . N in e  s e lf -p e n n e d  tu n e s  a n d  
a  b e l tin g  v e r s io n  o f  J o h n n y  T h u n d e rs  
A n d  T h e  H e a r tb re a k e rs ’ “ B o m  to  
L o s e ”  p ro v id e  a  fo o t s to m p in g , 
h e a d  n o d d in g , a n d  a i r  g u ita r  p la y in g  
ex p e rie n c e . A  re a l ly  g o o d  a lb u m  fro m  
th is  S c o tt is h  b a n d . - R ic h  C o c k s e d g e  
(S e lf-re leased , b il ly @ b u zzb o m b .c o .u k )

CASTRO: In fid e lity : CD
C a s tro  fe a tu re s  e rs tw h ile  m e m b e rs  
o f  A n g o r  W a t a n d  Is ra e lv is . O n  
th e  w h o le  it m a d e  m e  th in k  o f  9 9 9  
o r  S w e a tm a s te r  w ith  G e d d y  L e e

s in g in g , a n d  th u s  c o m p e lle d  m e  to  
a c k n o w le d g e  th a t G e d d y  L e e ’s v o c a l 
a re  n o t th e  r e a s o n  fo r  m y  d is lik e  o f  
R u sh . T h is  is  a  so lid  o u tin g  o f  c r isp , 
a lm o s t a n g u la r  r o c k ’n ’ro ll . - T h e  L o rd  
K v e ld u lf r  (B o s s  T u n e a g e )

CAVE CURSE: F u tu re  D u st: LP
A  s y n th  p u n k  p ro je c t  b y  m e m b e rs  
o f  th e  H u ss y  w ith  a  h e a v y  J a y  
R e a ta rd  a n d  L o s t S o u n d s  in flu en ce . 
N o th in g  g ro u n d  b re a k in g  b u t  a lso  
n o t d is m iss ib le : it  is  w h a t it is. O n  
a  to ta lly  u n re la te d  b u t  c o m p le te ly  
p e r t in e n t n o te : P e te r  o f  th e  P. T ra sh  
la b e l ( th a t c o - re le a s e d  th is  re c o rd )  h a s  
p a s s e d  a w a y  a n d  so  th is  r e c o rd  m a rk s  
th e  e n d  o f  th e  im p rin t. C o n d o le n c e s  
to  h is  fa m ily  a n d  a n y o n e  e lse  th a t 
w a s  a f fe c te d  b y  h is  u n tim e ly  p a ss in g . 
- J u a n  E s p in o s a  (P. T ra sh  /  F D H )

CAVEMEN, THE: N u k e  E a rth : CD
I f  I d id n ’t  k n o w  b e tte r , I  w o u ld  
s w e a r  th is  w a s  a  H o r r o r  S to r ie s - e n  
D w a rv e s  re c o rd . In  a l l  w a y s  it s o u n d s  
s im ila r , r ig h t  d o w n  to  th e  p itc h  o f  th e  
s n a r lin g  v o c a ls  a n d  th e  e e rie , r e v e rb ­
la d e n  g u ita rs  a n d  o rg a n . E v e n  th e  
ly r ic a l c o n te n t r id e s  th e  s a m e  ro a d , 
fo r  th e  m o s t p a r t . S o , s in c e  I lik e  th a t 
a fo re m e n tio n e d  D w a rv e s  re c o rd , I 
lik e d  th is . I t ’s d irty , tra sh y , a n d  sp e a k s  
to  m y  in n e r  d e g e n e ra te . - T h e  L o rd  
K v e ld u lf r  (S lo v e n ly , s lo v e n ly .c o m )

CAVEMEN, THE: N u k e  E a rth : LP
K ille r , th r i l le r  g a ra g e  p u n k  fro m  N e w  
Z e a la n d . T h e  C a v e m e n  a t ta c k  y o u  
w ith  th e ir  so n g s  u s in g  re v e rb -s o a k e d
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g u ita rs , a  h y p e d -u p  rh y th m  sec tio n , 
a n d  a  s e m i-b e ll ig e re n t v o c a lis t, w h o  
a t tim e s  re m in d s  m e  o f  Ia n  S v e n o n iu s  
(N a tio n  O f  U ly s se s , T h e  M a k e -U p , 
C h a in  A n d  T h e  G a n g , e t c e te ra ) . I t ’s 
r e c k le s s , filthy , a n d  d e v o id  o f  c o n c e rn  
fo r  th e ir  fe l lo w  m a n . T re s  p u n k !  “ 7 
D a y  W e e k e n d ,”  th e  s c re e d  a g a in s t 
th e  n in e - to - f iv e  g r in d , is  a  s c o rc h e r  
th a t n e a r ly  t ip s  in to  e a rly  ‘80s  
h a rd c o re  s tra ig h t o f f  th e  A m e ric a n  
Youth R e p o r t  co m p . Is  it m e , o r  d o es  
th e  f irs t v e rs e  o n  “T h e  N ig h t J im m y  
S a v ile  D ie d ”  s o u n d  e e r i ly  s im i la r  to  
T h e e  H e a d c o a ts  “A  T o w n  N a m e d  
S q u a re s v i l le ” ?  In  th e  m e a n tim e , 
w h ile  w e ’re  s e n d in g  o u t th e  so n ic  
s le u th s  to  g e t  it s o r te d  o u t, g e t th is  
re c o rd !  - M a t t  A v e ra g e  (S lo v e n ly )

CHARLIE REED: “ L ove H a n g o v e r"  
b /w  “J u s t  a  L i t t l e " :T
T h is  r e c o rd  is  a  b r ie f  fo ra y  in to  fo lk  
ro c k , in c o rp o ra tin g  g a ra g e  in flu en ces  
in to  a  li ttle  re le a s e  f le sh e d  o u t o v e r  tw o  
tra c k s . T h is  a r t is t  e v o k e s  th e  s o u n d  o f  
S an  F ra n c isc o  m u s ic ia n  W h ite  F en c e  
m ix e d  w ith  s o m e  c le a r ly  B e a tle s  
in flu en ces . I t ’s a  n ic e  p ro je c t th a t fan s  
o f  fo lk , c h i lle d -o u t g a ra g e , a n d  p s y c h  
ro c k  fa n s  w o u ld  v e ry  l ik e ly  en joy . 
- A n n a  F a r r  (R an d y , ra n d y re c o rd s . 
b ig c a r te l .c o m )

CHILLER: S e lf - t i t le d : LP
D a rk , p u n k y  g a ra g e  p o p . T h e y  a t ta c k  
th e  t im e s  w ith  a n  “ e v e ry  so n g  is  an  
a n th e m ”  fe rv o r , p u tt in g  a n  e x tra  b i t  o f  
o o m p h  in  th e  d r iv e  a n d  ca u s in g  im a g e s  
o f  m a n g le d  p ic k s  a n d  c u t ic le s  to  f lo a t

in  th e  n o g g in  a m id s t a ll th e  m in o r  
ch o rd s . G re a t s tu f f  h e re . - J im m y  
A lv a ra d o  (D ir t C u lt , d ir tc u ltre c o rd s . 
w o rd p re s s .c o m )

COW BOYS, THE:
Live a t  T o n y 's  G a ra g e : T  EP
L iv e , th is  b a n d  se e m s  p u z z lin g ly  
u n c o m fo r ta b le , lik e  a  h ig h  s ch o o l 
b a n d  u n d e r  th e  lig h ts  a t  a  s c h o o l ta le n t 
show . E v e n  o n  th e  c o v e r  p h o to , th e  
g u y s  w ith  g u ita rs  lo o k  lik e  th e y ’re  
try in g  to  h id e  b e h in d  th e m  a n d  th e  
g u y s  w ith o u t g u ita rs  a re  try in g  to  h id e  
b e h in d  th e  g u y s  w h o  d o  h a v e  g u ita rs ; 
th e  w h o le  p h o to  is  a r ra n g e d  like  
th e ir  c o l le c t iv e  g ra n d m a  to ld  th e m  to  
m o v e  c lo s e r  to g e th e r  a n d  h o ld  s till. 
E v e n  th e ir  c o v e r  o f  lo n g -e n d u rin g  
g a ra g e  s ta n d a rd  “ T h e  W itc h ”  b y  th e  
S o n ic s  b e a rs  s o m e  o d d  p a ra l le l  to  
th e  d e  r ig u e u r  c o v e r  o f  “T a k in ’ C a re  
o f  B u s in e s s ”  p la y e d  b y  ro u g h ly  o n e  
h u n d re d  p e rc e n t o f  th e  n o n -p u n k  
h ig h  sc h o o l b a n d s  o f  m y  day. Y et, 
so m e h o w , a w a s h  in  th e  d o rk n e ss , 
th e se  g u y s  o f te n  m a n a g e  to  so u n d  
lik e  a  lo -fi ( i f  y o u  a s k  m e , i t  so u n d s  
m o re  lik e  D o n  Z ie n ta ra  s  g a ra g e )  R ip  
O f f  R e c o rd s  v e rs io n  o f  s e c o n d  a lb u m  
S a in ts  (h o ld  th e  b ra s s )— n o  m e a n  fea t 
w h e n  n o n e  o f  th e ir  o r ig in a ls  b re a k  
th e  tw o -m in u te  b a r r ie r  a n d  th e  so n g s  
w e re , y o u  k n o w , l i te ra l ly  r e c o rd e d  in 
a  g a r a g e .  B e in g  c o m p a re d  to  a  lo-fi 
s e c o n d -a lb u m  S a in ts  c o n s ti tu te s  a  
p o s it iv e  rev iew , b y  th e  w ay . E v e n  a  
P a c k e r  f a n  w ill  lik e  th e se  C o w b o y s! 
B E S T  S O N G : “ M in t C o n d it io n .”  
B E S T  S O N G  T IT L E : “ S if tin ’ P re tty ”

F A N T A S T IC  A M A Z IN G  T R IV IA  
F A C T : T h is  is  th e  f irs t tim e  I c a n  
re m e m b e r  se e in g  a  d is a s s e m b le d  d ru m  
se t o n  a  re c o rd  c o v e r  -R e v . N o rb  (F e e l 
It, fe e l i t re c o rd s h o p .c o m )

COW BOYS, THE: Vol. 4: LP
T u n e fu l a n d  b o u n c y  g a ra g e /p o w e r  
p o p  w ith  in tr ic a te  m e lo d ie s  a n d  g u ita r  
le ad s . O n  p ap e r, th is  B lo o m in g to n  
b a n d  se e m s  g o o d , b u t th e r e ’s 
s o m e th in g  o f f  a b o u t th is— lik e  w h e n  
v in ta g e  je a n s  c o s t m o re  th a n  n e w  
o n e s . T h is  is  th e  v in y l v e rs io n  o f  a  
c a s s e t te  fro m  a  c o u p le  y e a rs  a g o  w ith  
te n  so n g s  o n  4 5 . - C h r i s  T e rry  (F e e l It, 
f e e l i t re c o rd s h o p .c o m )

CRAMMM: “P ro h ib id o " b /w  “R uin": CS
T h is  ta p e  is  in te re s tin g , in  th e  g o o d  
w ay . T w o  so n g s , o n e  d e l ic io u s ly  
la v e n d e r  c a ss e t te , n o  in fo  b e s id e s  th e  
b a n d  n a m e , w e b s ite  u r l, a n d  th e n  on  
th e  w e b s ite  n o  in fo  b e y o n d  th e se  tw o  
so n g s  fo r  y o u r  lis te n in g  p le a su re . I t ’s 
an  in fo rm a tio n  fe e d b a c k  lo o p  th a t 
m ir ro rs  th e  in s u la r  w o r ld  o f  th e  tw o  
so n g s , “ P ro h ib id o ”  a n d  “ R u in .”  S o rt 
o f  w h a t y o u ’d  e x p e c t f ro m  a  p re t ty  
s tr ip p e d -d o w n  e x p e rim e n ta l tw o  
p ie c e , b u t w h a t e n d e d  u p  tu rn in g  m e  
fro m  s e m i- in te re s te d  to  in to  it is th e  
in je c t io n  o f  a  lo -fi B e a t H a p p e n in g  
in f lu en ce  th a t c a n  c u t th e  m e lo d ic  
e d g e  o f  th e  sc u z z y  D e a d  M e a d o w  
b ac k g ro u n d . T h o u g h  I p ro b a b ly  w o u ld  
h a v e  a lre a d y  p u t it o n  m y  c a ss e t te  
s h e lf  b e c a u se  th e  c o lo r  b re a k s  u p  all 
th e  b la c k  th a t’s  a lre a d y  th e re , I ’ll ta k e  
it d o w n  a n d  lis te n  to  it w h e n  th e  su n

s ta rts  c o m in g  o u t a n d  I ju s t  w a n t to  b e  
a  la y a b o u t in  m y  la zy , s m o k y  liv in g  
ro o m . - T h e re s a  W . (S e lf - re le a s e d )

CRUNCHCOAT: O b so le te :  CS
I ’d  lik e  to  f irs t o f f  th a n k  C ru n c h c o a t fo r  
h e lp in g  m e  f ig u re  o u t th a t o n e  o f  m y  
c a ss e t te  p la y e rs  w a s  b u s te d . H a v in g  
b e e n  fa m ilia r  w ith  D a n n y  B a i le y ’s 
o th e r  b a n d s  (P illo w  F ig h ts , J a b b e r) , I 
w a s  re a l ly  c o n fu s e d  w h e n  A lv in  A n d  
T h e  C h ip m u n k s -s ty le  v o c a ls  p o p p e d  
th ro u g h  m y  sp e a k e rs . B u t w h e n  I 
sw itc h e d  o v e r  to  m y  b o o m b o x , a  
m u c h  m o re  e n jo y a b le  s o u n d  c a m e  o u t. 
In  th e  re a l v e rs io n  o f  th is  E P  w e  g e t 
s o n g s  a b o u t h o w  a w e s o m e  N o v e m b e r  
is , a s  w e ll  a s  m is s in g  th e  C a lifo rn ia  
su n  in  “H o m e s ic k .”  T h e  tra c k s  a re  
q u ic k  p o p  p u n k  g e m s  w ith  S a rg e - lik e  
v o c a ls  a n d  a  h in t  o f  la te  ‘9 0 s  c o l le g e  
ro ck . T h u s  fa r  I h a v e  y e t to  b e  le ss  
th a n  in  lo v e  w ith  a n y th in g  D a n n y  p u ts  
o u t, a n d  sh e  c o n tin u e s  th is  tra ilb la z in g  
w ith  h e r  la te s t  p ro je c t.  N o t  n e a rly  
as  o b s o le te  as  th e  t i tle  m a y  s u g g e s t, 
e s p e c ia lly  w h e n  th e y  c o m e  in  th e se  
g o rg e o u s  b lu e  a n d  s ilv e r  c a sse tte s . 
- K a y la  G re e t (S e lf - re le a s e d )

CRUZ DE N AV A JA S: D o m in a c io n : LP
C o ld , s o m b e r  p o s t-p u n k  fro m  M e x ic o  
C ity  w ith  so m e  b u rs ts  a n d  ta n tru m s  
th ro w n  in  to  k e e p  th in g s  in te re s tin g . 
A la s k a  Y  L o s  P e g a m o id e s  a n d  
B e lg ra d o  a re  c le a r  in flu e n c e s , so  i f  y o u  
c a n  ro ll  w ith  e i th e r  y o u  w ill a p p re c ia te  
C ru z  D e  N a v a ja s . - J u a n  E s p in o s a  
(G o in g  U n d e rg ro u n d , c ru z d e n a v a ja s . 
b a n d c a m p .c o m )



DEAD HERO: La V ida C o n tin u a : LP
C o lo m b ia n  o i th a t la rg e ly  ta k e s  its  
c u e s  f ro m  ‘8 0 s  U .K . s tu ff , th o u g h  
th e  g u ita r is t  o c c a s io n a lly  ad d s  a 
H an g e r e ffe c t to  h is  g u ita r  th a t so u n d s  
s u sp ic io u s ly  lik e  it w a s  p il fe re d  
f ro m  T h e  C u lt . S o n g s  a re  c a tc h y  
a n d  a n th e m ic , as  th e y  s h o u ld  b e  fo r  
th is  ty p e  o f  tu n e s , a n d  b lis s fu lly  free  
o f  th e  m e a th e a d  m u s ic a l tra p p in g s  
th a t o f te n  g o  h a n d  in  h a n d  w ith  th e  
g e n re . - J im m y  A lv a ra d o  (S a b o ta g e , 
s a b o ta g e re c o rd s .n e t)

DEECRACKS: S o n ic  D e lu s io n s : LP
D e e C R A C K S  a re  f ro m  W ie n , A u s tr ia  
a n d  h a v e  q u ite  th e  fo llo w in g . T h a t’ll 
h a p p e n  w h e n  y o u  k ic k  a s s  fo r  so  
lo n g . P o p  p u n k  w ill n e v e r  d ie  as 
lo n g  as  th e re  a re  b a n d s  th is  e a rn e s t 
in  th a t  s cen e . W e ll-p ro d u c e d , b u t  n o t 
o b n o x io u s ly  so , th is  L P  is th e ir  b e s t  
re le a s e  to  d a te . I ’v e  b e e n  to  th e ir  
sh o w s , a n d  I c a n  s a y  fro m  f irs t-h a n d  
e x p e rie n c e  th a t th is  a lb u m  c a p tu re s  
th e ir  liv e  e n e rg y  p e rfe c tly . I t ’s  th e ir  
P ira te s  P re s s  d e b u t , b u t th e y ’v e  b e e n  
a ro u n d  fo r  f if te e n  y e a rs . I t ’s ra re  fo r 
a  b a n d  th a t ’s b e e n  a ro u n d  th a t lo n g  to  
d e l iv e r  its  b e s t  m a te r ia l  a t  th a t p o in t 
in  th e ir  c a re e r , b u t  S o n ic  D e lu s io n s  
is  s im p ly  re m a rk a b le . - A r t  E t tin g e r  
(P ira te s  P re s s )

DELETIONS: A rc h iv e s : CS
W e ird o  o u ts id e r  s y n th /p o s t p u n k  th a t 
b o r ro w s  le ss  f ro m  th e  d a n c e y  g o th  
s id e  o f  th in g s  a n d  m o re  fro m  th e  
d ro n e y  S c re a m e rs /U n its  s ty le . I t ’s n o t 
a g g re s s iv e  a n d  I  fee l lik e  th e se  g u y s

a re  p ro b a b ly  m o re  in to  th e  M o th e rs  
O f  In v e n tio n  ( l is te n  to  th e  w a y  
th e y  d e l iv e r  th e  ly r ic s  o n  “ P o v e r ty  
P o lic e ”  a n d  te ll  m e  y o u  d is a g re e )  th a n  
O p p e n h e im e r ’s A n a ly s is , b u t I ’m  n o t 
s a y in g  o n e  o r  th e  o th e r  is  a  b a d  th in g . 
T h is  s e e m s  lik e  it c o u ld  b e  a  fu ll 
le n g th  o n  its o w n — a s  e v e n  th o u g h  i t ’s 
d e c id e d ly  lo -fi, th e  re c o rd in g  fits  th e  
s ty le— so  I ’m  n o t  su re  i f  th is  c a s s e t te  is 
a  p re lu d e  to  a  m o re  p o lish e d  re c o rd in g  
to  th is  b a n d  o r  a  f in a liz e d  d o c u m e n t 
in  itse lf . - I a n  W ise  (S e lf - re le a s e d , 
d e le tio n s .b a n d c a m p .c o m )

DHARMA DOGS: M u s ic  fo r  th e  
T e rm in a lly  B e s o tte d :  CS
D h a rm a  D o g s  is a  p u n k  b a n d  a c tiv e  in  
W isc o n s in  s in c e  2 0 1 1 . T h is  c a s s e t te  
fu r th e r  e la b o ra te s  u p o n  th e  fu z z y  s o u n d  
th e y ’v e  b e e n  d e v e lo p in g  fo r  y e a rs . 
T h e  f irs t tw o  tra c k s , “L a x a d a is y ” 
a n d  “F lu k e  o r  F lo u n d e r ,”  k ic k  o f f  th e  
r e c o rd  w ith  s o m e  c la s s ic -s o u n d in g  
( th o u g h  tin te d  w ith  g ru n g e  in f lu en ce )  
p u n k , o c c a s io n a lly  d ip p in g  in to  
m o re  e m o tiv e  a n d  s c re a m e d  v o c a ls . 
T h e  v o c a ls  o n  “ B il lb o a rd  B lu e s ” 
d e lv e d  in to  a  b lu e sy  a n d  p s y c h e d e lic  
re a lm , o v e r  g a ra g e  in s tru m e n ta tio n  
s im ila r  to  th a t o f  th e  f irs t tw o  tra ck s . 
T h e  re c o rd  g e ts  fa s te s t  a n d  m o s t 
a g g re s s iv e  w ith  “ B la c k  M a y o n n a ise ,” 
a  c o n fro n ta tio n a l, s ix -m in u te - lo n g  
r io t  a c c o m p a n ie d  w ith  sh o u te d  
v o c a ls . T h e  a lb u m  is  f in ish e d  w ith  a 
g ra b  b a g  o f  m o re  g a ra g e -so u n d in g  
p u n k , so m e  p o ig n a n t ( i f  n o t a  li ttle  
r e p e t it iv e )  g u i ta r  in s tru m e n ta tio n , 
a n d  o c c a s io n a lly  s c re a m e d  v o ca ls .

A lte rn a tiv e -so u n d in g  g u ita r  w o rk  is 
s p e c k le d  th ro u g h o u t th e  a lb u m , b u t 
d o e s n ’t  e n d  u p  ad d in g  a l l  th a t m u c h . 
T h is  r e c o rd  is  a  g e n e ra lly  fu n  (y e t 
o c c a s io n a lly  te d io u s )  re le a s e  th a t 
fa n s  o f  o ld  sc h o o l p u n k , a l te rn a t iv e , 
g ru n g e , a n d  g a ra g e  ro c k  w o u ld  
p ro b a b ly  en jo y , b u t it i s n ’t  p a r t ic u la r  
th r i l l in g  e ith e r. - A n n a  F a r r  (M u z a i, 
m u z a ire c o rd s .c o m )

DIGITAL LEATHER: P in k  T h u n d e r: LP
D ig ita l  L e a th e r  is  a  sy n th  p o p  o u tfit 
le d  b y  O m a h a  tra n sp la n t S h a w n  F o re e . 
W ith  th u m p in g  b e a ts  a n d  lu sh  c h o ru s e s , 
F o re e  b le n d s  th e  g lo o m  a n d  d o o m  o f  
B a u h a u s  a n d  J o y  D iv is io n  w ith  th e  
tw e e  m in im a lis m  o f  T h e  R o b o t A te  
M e . N a m e d  a f te r  a  p in k  d ild o  th a t th e  
b a n d  b ro u g h t o n  to u r  w ith  th e m , P in k  
T h u n d e r  is  a  m e tic u lo u s ly  c o m p o se d  
re c o rd  th a t’s  o f te n  m o n o to n o u s , 
w h ic h  h o n e s tly  ad d s  to  th e  o v e ra ll 
e ffec t. L ik e  a n  A S M R  v id e o , F o re e ’s 
re p e t it iv e  a r ra n g e m e n ts , fu z z y  
s y n th s , a n d  re v e rb -d re n c h e d  v o c a ls  
s e n d  tin g le s  d o w n  m y  s p in e , m a k in g  
so n g s  lik e  “ R e s ta u ra n t”  a n d  “ P la n s  
fo r  th e  F u tu re ”  p e r fe c t  fo r  re la x in g . 
P u t  th is  re c o rd  o n  lo u d , tu rn  th e  lig h ts  
o ff , a n d  f in d  th e  m o s t c o m fo r ta b le  
c o m e r  o f  y o u r  bed . L e t y o u r s e l f  b e  
w a s h e d  aw ay . - S e a n  A re n a s  (P. T ra sh , 
p tra sh re c o rd s .c o m  /  F D H , fd h re c o rd s . 
b a n d c a m p .c o m )

DISJO Y: R e d  S k y : 12"
T h is  W e lsh  tr io  o ffe rs  u p  s ix  tra c k s  
o f  d a rk  a n d  sp a c io u s  p o s t-p u n k  th a t 
ro lls  a lo n g  a t  a  s tea d y , u n h u rr ie d

p a c e . M u c h  o f  w h a t I lik e  a b o u t 
th is  is  th e  fa c t  th a t th e  s o u n d  se e m s  
to  e x p a n d  a n d  c irc u la te  so  e a s ily  
ra th e r  th a n  b e in g  c o m p re s se d  in to  
s o m e th in g  c o n s tr ic te d  a n d  u n a b le  to  
m e e t its  p o te n tia l .  T h e  rh y th m  s e c tio n  
p ro v id e s  th e  g ro o v e  w h ils t  th e  g u ita r  
s lic e s  a w a y  w ith  a  d is c o rd a n t a n g e r  
a n d  la y e rs  o f  fe e d b a c k . G o o d  s tu ff. 
- R ic h  C o c k s e d g e  (R ic h te r  S ca le , 
r ic h te rs c a le re c o rd s .l im ite d ru n .c o m )

DISMALFUCKER /  HIGH: S p l i t  LP
T h is  s p lit fe a tu re s  tw o  G e rm a n  b a n d s  
b o th  d a n c in g  to  th e  d -b e a t o f  th e  
sa m e  d ru m . D is m a lfu c k e r  d o e s  so  in  
m o re  o f  a  th ra s h y  c ru s t v e in  w h e re a s  
H IG H  c ra n k s  o u t fo u r  h ig h  v e lo c ity  
M o to rh e a d  s ty le  tra c k s  w h ic h  in c lu d e  
s o m e  ‘7 0 s  th ro w b a c k  g u ita r  so lo s . 
T h e re ’s a  lo t o f  c o m m o n  g ro u n d  g o in g  
o n  b u t  e n o u g h  to  d is tin g u is h  b o th  
o u tfi ts , e s p e c ia lly  in  th e  v o c a ls , w h ic h  
f in d s  D is m a lfu c k e r  g o in g  fo r  th e  n ig h  
o n  u n in te ll ig ib le  a p p ro a c h  a g a in s t 
H IG H , w h e re  I c a n  w o rk  o u t m o s t o f  
th e  ly r ic s . T h is  is  e x h ila ra t in g  a n d  fun . 
- R ic h  C o c k s e d g e  (S p a s tic  F a n ta s t ic , 
s p a s tic fa n ta s tic .d e )

DOPPLEPOPOUS: D o p p lep o p o lis : CDEP
A n  in tr ig u in g  f iv e -so n g  d e b u t f ro m  
th is  L a fa y e tte , In d . tr io . I t  fe a tu re s  
tw o  tra c k s  o f  o u t-a n d -o u t p o w e r  
p o p , a n o th e r  w ith  a  s lig h t ly  h a rd e r  
p u n k  e d g e  to  it, a n d  a lso  a  p a i r  o f  
‘9 0 s  in d ie  ro c k - in f lu e n c e d  tu n e s . I t 
p ro v id e s  fo r  a  v a r ie d  lis te n  a n d  it  d o es  
s e e m  a b i t  lik e  I ’m  lis te n in g  to  m o re  
th a n  o n e  b a n d , b u t  s o m e h o w  th e  E P



w o rk s  w e ll . T h is  is  d o w n  to  th e  so n g s  
th e m s e lv e s  b e in g  w e ll  w r it te n  a n d  
e q u a lly  w e ll  p e r fo rm e d . H o w e v e r , th e  
p o w e r  p o p  a p p ro a c h  f in d s  m o re  fa v o r  
w ith  m e . - R ic h  C o c k s e d g e  (S e lf-  
r e le a s e d , g re g o ry rs im p so n @ g m a il.  
c o m , d o p p le p o p o lis .b a n d c a m p .c o m )

ENAM ORADOS: S e lf - t i t le d : LP
M ix  o f  D ir tn a p -s ty le d  p u n k  p o p  
a n d  m o re  tra d itio n a l S p a n ish  p u n k  
so u n d s . T h e y  d o n ’t  r e ly  o n  h a rd c o re  
tra p p in g s  o r  M a rs h a ll-d r iv e n  o o m p h  
h e re , o p tin g  in s te a d  to  fo c u s  o n  tu n e s  
th a t  d e r iv e  p o w e r  fro m  m e m o ra b le  
h o o k s  a n d  k e e p in g  th in g s  a t a  p a c e  
th a t a c c e n tu a te s  th e  b e a t. - J im m y  
A lv a ra d o  (S a b o ta g e )

EN D ORPH INS L O S T /O S K : S p l i t  7"
E n d o rp h in s  L o s t a re  f ro m  S ea ttle  
a n d  a re  d o in g  a  so rt o f  th ro w b a c k  
p o w e rv io le n c e  th in g  in  th e  P e ss im ise r/ 
S lap  A  H a m  ve in . T h e y  a re n ’t  rea lly  
p u s h in g  th e  b o u n d a rie s  o f  th e  s ty le  b u t 
th e ir  s id e  is  w e ll d o n e  w ith  a  h ea v y  
a n d  s lig h tly  g rit ty  reco rd in g . F an s  o f  
D e sp ise  Y ou  sh o u ld  b e  in to  th e ir  ch a o tic  
s ta r t/s to p  riffs . O S K  a re  f ro m  C an a d a  
a n d  so u n d  s lig h tly  m o re  m o d e m  b u t 
a re  s till d e fin ite ly  ta k in g  cu e s  fro m  th e  
‘9 0 s  scen e , th o u g h  th e y  in c o rp o ra te  
m o re  o f  th e  s lu d g y  e lem en ts . T h e ir  
s id e  is th e  s tro n g e r  o f  th e  tw o  b u t th e  
b a n d s  c o m p le m e n t e a c h  o ther. - I a n  
W ise  (R o tten  To T h e  C o re )

EXEQUALS: S y m b o ls : CS
I ’m  re a l ly  in  lo v e  w ith  th e  ta p e  
re n a is sa n c e  in  D IY  p u n k  r ig h t n o w

a n d  th is  E x E q u a ls  ( s ty liz e d  x = )  ta p e  is 
ju s t  o n e  e x a m p le  w h y . A  c o m p ila tio n  
o f  r e m a s te re d  so n g s  fro m  2 0 1 2 -2 0 1 7 , 
th e  S y m b o ls  c a s s e t te  h a s  a  s ta p le d - in  
ly r ic s  sh e e t , g re a t ja c k e t ,  a n d  is  h e ld  
to g e th e r  w ith  li ttle  V e lc ro  k n o b s  th a t 
w e re  fo r  su re  p u t  o n  p a in s ta k in g ly  o n e -  
b y -o n e . J u s t  l ik e  th e  so n g s  o n  h e re , 
i t ’s p u re  o ld  s c h o o l p u n k  a e s th e tic  a n d  
p ra c t ic e . I t ’s su rp r is in g  to  m e  th a t th is  
is  a  c o m p ila tio n  o f  so n g s  fro m  ac ro ss  
a  f iv e -y e a r  p e r io d , b e c a u se  th e  so n g s  
a re  re a l ly  re la te d . T h e y  a r e n ’t  th e  sam e  
th in g  o v e r  a n d  o v e r , b u t  th e y ’re  a ll in  
th a t s a m e  s u p e r  c la s s ic  v e in . P o lit ic a l 
d is il lu s io n  c o m b in e d  w ith  g e n e ra l 
d is re g a rd , m o s t o f  th e  so n g s  a re  
u n d e r  tw o  m in u te s  o f  s tra ig h tfo rw a rd  
rif fs  b e in g  p la y e d  a s  f a s t  a s  th e y  can . 
P u re  ‘8 0 s  s ty le  p u n k  a f te r  it c ro s s e d  
th e  p o n d . I f  y o u  g a v e  th is  ta p e  to  a  
th ir te e n  y e a r  o ld , i t  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  
h e lp  th e m  d o  s o m e  d a m a g e . - T h e re s a  
W . (S e lf - re le a s e d )

FIFTEEN:
T he C h o ic e  o f  a  N e w  G e n e ra t io n : LP
I ’v e  n e v e r  h e a rd  o f  th is  b a n d , h o w e v e r  
w h e n  I o p e n e d  u p  m y  R a z o rc a k e  
p a c k a g e  m y  p a r tn e r  im m e d ia te ly  
s a id , “ W H O A  F if te e n !”  S o  I th o u g h t 
it w o u ld  b e  a m u s in g  to  in te rv ie w  h im  
fo r  m y  rev iew . H e r e ’s w h a t M a tt  R . 
h a s  to  s a y  a b o u t F if te e n : “ I u s e d  to  see  
th e m  a  lo t in  P e ta lu m a  (C a lif .)  a t  th e  
P h o e n ix  T h e a tre . T h e y  w e re  o n e  o f  th e  
m a in  b a n d s  o f  th e  e ra  w ith  N u is a n c e  
a n d  G re e n  D ay . T w erp s  (m y  p a r tn e r ’s 
tw e e  p o p  p u n k  b a n d  c irc a  e a r ly  ‘9 0 s )  
p la y e d  a  c o u p le  s h o w s  w ith  th e m ,

y o u  kno w , w h e n  th e re  w e re  lik e  e ig h t 
o p e n in g  b a n d s . T h e  s in g e r /g u ita r is t  
w a s  in  C r im p sh rin e . I  h a d  th is  re c o rd  
w h e n  I w a s  fif te e n  a n d  th e n  I h a d  the  
g re a t re c o rd  p u rg e  o f  ‘93  a n d  g a v e  it  
aw ay . M o s t re c o rd s  f ro m  th a t re c o rd  
p u rg e  I h a v e  s in c e  re -b o u g h t o v e r  
th e  d e c a d e s ... b u t n o t  th is  o n e .”  T h is  
a  r e - re le a s e  o n  D e a d  B ro k e  R e c o rd s . 
- C a m y l le  R e y n o ld s  (D e a d  B ro k e )

FLASH HOUSE: B ro w n  S a u c e :  CD
T h is  is  fu ll -o n  p u n k ’n ’ro ll . T h e re ’s a 
S a s q u a tc h  o n  th e  c o v e r  o f  th e  C D  th a t 
b r in g s  h e a v y  rif fs  a n d  h e a v y  b o n g  h its  
to  m in d . T h e ir  F a c e b o o k  say s , “ fa s t 
s o n g s  p la y e d  b y  s lo w  m in d s ,”  I  c o u ld n ’t 
s a y  i t  b e t te r  m y se lf . F a s t, lo u d , p u n k  
ro c k  fo r  th e  th irs ty , s w e a tin g , d ru n k e n  
m a sse s . - R y a n  N ic h o ls  (G o d s  C an d y , 
g o d s c a n d y re c o rd s@ g m a il.c o m )

FLYTRAPS, THE: A ll T alk : 7 "  EP
R a tty  g a ra g e  p u n k  th a t’s  lo n g  on  
a t t i tu d e  a n d  h o o k s . T h e  p ro d u c tio n  
is  m u c h  b e t te r  th a n  th e  u s u a l 
“B u d g e t R o c k ”  fa re  g lu t t in g  th e  
g e n re  a n y m o re — y o u  c a n  a c tu a lly  
h e a r  w h a t’s g o in g  o n  w h ile  n o n e  o f  
th e  ra w n e s s  is  s ac r ific ed . - J im m y  
A lv a ra d o  (O u tro )

FORD MADOX FORD:
T h is  A m e r ic a n  B lu e s : LP
F o rd  M a d o x  F o rd  is  th e  c u r re n t 
p ro je c t f ro m  C a lifo rn ia  p u n k  le g e n d  
C h ip  K in m a n  o f  T h e  D ils  a n d  R a n k  
A n d  F ile . I f  an y th in g , th is  p ro je c t fa lls  
so m e w h e re  b e tw e e n  th o s e  tw o  so n ic  
e n d e a v o rs . I t ’s  m o s t c e rta in ly  n o t

sc rap p y , y o u th fu l , in c e n d ia ry  p u n k  
a n d  i t ’s  n o t s tr ip p e d -d o w n  c o u n try  
e ith e r. I t so u n d s  lik e  C h ip  s p e n t tw e n ty  
y e a rs  l is te n in g  to  C C R  a n d  th e  V elv e t 
U n d e rg ro u n d , th e n  h is  so n  b u rn e d  h im  
a  C D -R  o f  S p ir itu a liz e d ’s L a d ie s  a n d  
G en tle m e n  We A re  F lo a t in g  in  S p a c e , 
a n d  a ll th e  p ie c e s  fe ll in to  p la c e . I ’v e  
n e v e r  u s e d  th e  p h ra s e  “b lu e s  ro c k ” in  
a  c o m p lim e n ta ry  w ay , b u t  I  th in k  th is  
s itu a tio n  ca lls  fo r  s u c h  an  a c tio n . C h ip , 
th a n k s  fo r  w r it in g  a  ro c k  re c o rd  th a t 
is n ’t  a f ra id  to  g e t  a  li ttle  w e ird . - D a r y l  
(P o rte rh o u se , p o rte rh o u se re c o rd s .c o m )

FUCK! (IT 'S  PRONOUNCED SHIT!): ( I t s  
P ro n o u n c e d  th e  F irs t  T h re e  E P s): LP
T h e  th re e  F U C K ! 7 ” s c o m b in e d  fo r 
e a sy  a c c e s s  o n  a  o n e -s id e d  w h ite  
v in y l 12” . S o n g  ti t le s  a re  th e  in te re s t-  
p e a k in g  h u m o ro u s  h o o k , b u t  th e  
c a tch y , h o w e v e r  b r ie f , r if f s  a re  th e  
f in ish e r. A +  fo r  e a c h  7 ”  e n d  tra c k  
re p la c in g  w o rd s  in  A g a in s t M e! title s  
w ith  “ w a n k .”  ( i.e . “W a n k  F lo r id a  
W a n k .” ) M in u te - lo n g  p o p  th ra sh e rs  
d e a lin g  w ith  m e n ta l h e a lth , p e rs o n a l 
w o r th , a n d  s e l f  d e p re c a tio n . B u t F U N  
(p ro n o u n c e d  w ith  a  “ C K ” ). - M a t t  
S e w a rd  (B ra s s n e c k )

FUR COATS, THE: M ilk d ro m e d a : CDEP
S e e in g  th a t I a m  a  b it  o f  a  fa n  o f  T h e  
F u r  C o a ts ’ b ra n d  o f  q u irk y  p o p  p u n k , 
a n y  n e w  re le a s e  f ro m  th e  b a n d  is  
lik e ly  to  g ra b  m y  a t te n t io n  a n d  th is  
n e w  E P  is  n o  d iffe re n t. H a v in g  g iv e n  
it tim e  to  s e tt le  in to  m y  h ea d , I w a s  
su rp r is e d  to  f in d  m y s e l f  th in k in g  th a t 
s o m e  o f  th e  tra c k s  c o n ta in e d  b o th
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an  e d g e  a n d  d r iv e  w h ic h  re m in d e d  
m e  v e ry  m u c h  o f  T h e  B lu e  M e a n ie s . 
I t ’s  n o t  s o m e th in g  I ’d  n o tic e d  b e fo re  
a n d  i t  c e r ta in ly  d o e s  s e e m  to  b e  a 
n e w  tra i t ,  a n d  a  f a v o u ra b le  o n e  a t 
th a t. E i th e r  w ay , th is  is  a s  g o o d  as  
I ’d  w a n t  m u s ic  b y  T h e  F u r  C o a ts  
to  b e . - R ic h  C o c k s e d g e  ( J o h a n n ’s 
F a c e , jo h a n n s f a c e @ g m a il .c o m , 
jo h a n n s f a c e r e c o rd s .b ig c a r te l .c o m )

GENERALS: C h a o tic  L ife: 7" EP
F irs t  t r a c k  s o u n d s  a  w e e  b i t  l ik e  S ep tic  
D e a th  w ith  th e  b re a k n e c k  sp e e d  g e a re d  
d o w n . T h e  re s t  a re  o f  v a ry in g  te m p o s  
a n d  e v in c e  a  b i t  m o re  o f  a  M y stic  
R e c o rd s  in flu en ce . - J im m y  A lv a ra d o  
(K a m a s e t L e v y t, k a m a s e t.c o m )

GIN GOBLINS: W h a t L ie s  B e y o n d : CD
P o s th u m o u s  C D  fro m  th is  S c o tla n d  
b a n d . A p p a re n tly  th e y  h a v e  b e e n  
a ro u n d  s in c e  th e  e a r ly  ‘9 0 s . T h e y  
c a lle d  it  a  d a y  as  o f  2 0 1 3 . T h is  a lb u m  
is  n o w  f in a lly  s e e in g  th e  l ig h t o f  day. 
P ro d u c e d  b y  R a t S c a b ie s , th e  so n ic  
o v e r to n e s  a re  w e ll  b a la n c e d . T h e re ’s 
s tra ig h t a h e a d  p u n k  h e re , b u t  a lso  
a  m o re  g o th  s id e  to o . I w is h  I h a d  
h e a rd  o f  th is  b a n d  b e fo re . B u t  y o u  c a n  
m a k e  u p  fo r  lo s t tim e  a n d  g iv e  th is  
o n e  a  lis te n . W o rth  th e  e ffo r t. - S e a n  
K o e p e n ic k  (S e lf - re le a s e d , g in g o b lin @  
e a sy n e t .c o .u k )

GINO AND THE GOONS: R ip  I t  U p!: LP
I w a s  a lre a d y  a  b ig  fa n  o f  G in o  
A n d  T h e  G o o n s , h a v in g  p re v io u s ly  
re v ie w e d  o n e  o f  th e ir  o ld e r  re c o rd s  
in  th e se  p a g e s . B u t, h o t  d a m n , th is

n e w  L P  h its  th e  n e a r  fu c k in g  p e r fe c t 
m a rk  fo r  m e  w ith  its  D IY  ‘9 0 s  g a ra g e  
ro c k  w o rsh ip — c a tc h y  y e t  sn o tty , 
f it tin g  p e r fe c tly  a m o n g s t th e  b ig  n a m e  
“ b u d g e t ro c k ” ti tle s  o f  y e s te ry e a r . T h is  
is e v e ry th in g  I w a n t in  a  g a ra g e  ro c k  
re c o rd  in  2 0 1 8 . L is te n in g  to  th is  is  lik e  
h a v in g  a  fu ll  L P  o f  o n ly  th e  J o n  V on 
p e n n e d  R ip  O ffs  so n g s— ra w  as  fu c k  
b u t c a tc h y  e n o u g h  to  g e t s tu c k  in  y o u r  
h e a d  a n  h o u r  la ter. T h e re ’s n o  d o u b tin g  
th e ir  a d o ra t io n  o f  ra w  r o c k ’n ’ro ll. T h e  
s u p e r  l im ite d  f irs t f if ty  c o p ie s  o f  th is  
r e c o rd  c a m e  w ith  a c tu a l d ir t  f ro m  B o  
D id d le y ’s g ra v e s i te , fe rc h r is s a k e s !  
T h is  is  a n  e a r ly  c o n te n d e r  fo r  m y  
fa v o r i te  r e c o rd  o f  2 0 1 8 — i t ’s th a t 
g o o d . I f  y o u  lik e  y o u r  g a ra g e  p u n k  
s o u n d in g  lik e  i t ’s s t r a ig h t  o u t  o f  th e  
b e s t  re le a s e s  f ro m  1 9 9 4 , th e n  th is  
a b s o lu te ly  m u s t  b e  in  y o u r  c o l le c t io n . 
- M a r k  T w is tw o r th y  (S u n w ra y )

GIVING UP: G a rn e r  C a rd in a ls :  LP
G iv in g  U p  co m e s  o u t o f  th e  g a te  s tro n g  
b y  in c lu d in g  a  th ir ty - tw o  p a g e  c o lo r  
z in e  w ith  ly ric s , p ic tu re s  o f  th e  b a n d , 
a n d  co m p le te  lin e r  n o te s . S o m e  o f  th e ir  
so n g s  d o  th is  k in d  o f  f re e  fo rm  ja z z y  
th in g , n o t u n lik e  w h a t M in u te m e n  
d id , b u t  s l ig h t ly  le ss  f ra n tic  a n d  m o re  
s tre a m -o f-c o n s c io u s n e s s . T h e ir  ly ric s  
a re  a n th e m s  th a t f lic k e r  v ig n e tte s , 
e a c h  o f  w h ic h  c o u ld  e a s i ly  b e  m a d e  
in to  a  s h o r t  f ilm  o r  s to ry . In  “R a in ,”  th e  
n a r ra to rs  c o v e r  th in g s  lik e  th e  m a y o r  
c o v e rin g  u p  th e ir  g ra ff it i, g e t tin g  
k ic k e d  o u t o f  th e ir  h o u s e , a n d  m iss in g  
a  c a ll f ro m  th e ir  m o m  s a y in g  a  fa m ily  
d o g  d ie d . I t ’s  o n  th e  le v e l th a t  B o b b ie

G e n try ’s “ O d e  to  B il ly  J o e ”  is  on . 
M u sic a lly , th e y ’re  a ll o v e r  th e  p la ce . 
S o m e  m id - te m p o  so n g s , s o m e  fas t, 
a n d  a l l w ith  m a le  a n d  fe m a le  v o c a ls  
o v e r  p ie rc in g  g u ita rs  a n d  k e y s . O n e  o f  
m y  fa v o r i te  lin e s  is  in  th e  so n g  “ P a g e  
2 ”  a b o u t c a su a l re la tio n sh ip s : “ I d o n ’t 
w a n t y o u  to  w a n t to  m e e t m y  p a re n ts .”  
I t ’s  lik e  w h a t J im  M o rr is o n  w a s  try in g  
to  d o  i f  th e  D o o rs  w e re  g o o d . T h is  sh it 
is  s u p e r  w e ird , b o rd e r in g  o n  a v a n t 
g a rd e , a n d  I ’m  in to  it. - K a y la  G re e t 
(S o p h o m o re  L o u n g e )

GLASS TRA PS: S e lf- t itle d : LP
T h is  r e c o rd  h o o k e d  m e  in  r ig h t  aw a y  
w ith  its  p la y fu l tu n e s , c a tc h y  m e lo d ie s , 
a n d  m id - te m p o  p u n k  ch a rm . T h e  
p ro d u c tio n  o n  h e re  is  re a l ly  sh a rp  a n d  
i f  y o u ’re  a  p o s t-p u n k  fa n  l ik e  m e , th is  
r e c o rd  c a rr ie s  a l l th e  b e s t q u a l itie s  o f  
th e  g en re . F a n s  o f  n e w e r  b a n d s  su c h  
a s  M o a n in g , B  B o y s , o r  C o m e rs  w ill 
re a l ly  e n jo y  th is  re c o rd . - R y a n  N ic h o ls  
(S e lf - re le a s e d , n o  a d d re s s  lis te d )

#GOALS: S e lf - t i t le d : CD
T h re e - fo r th s  o f  a  C irc le  J e rk s  l in e u p —  
G re g , E a r l ,  a n d  L u c k y — p u t  to g e th e r  
a  n e w  “p ro je c t”  w ith  a  d if f e re n t 
s in g e r  s o ’s G re g  c a n  s h o w  th e  sw e ll  
s o u n d  o f  h is  r e c o rd in g  s tu d io . T h in g s  
d o  s o u n d  q u ite  g o o d , b u t  th e  r e s u l t in g  
s o n g s — la rg e ly  a  ro c k  fe e l w ith  a 
b i t  o ’ p u n k  th ro w n  in  a n d  la rg e ly  
in n o c u o u s  ly r ic a l m a tte r— a re  a t  b e s t  
o k a y  a n d  a t  w o r s t  k in d a  p o in t le s s  in  
th e  w a y  th a t  o n e  w o u ld  e x p e c t f ro m  
a  b a n d  p u t  to g e th e r  fo r  th e  p u rp o s e  
s ta te d . C a ll  i t  b ia s  o r  u n re a s o n a b ly

h ig h  e x p e c ta t io n s , b u t  c o n s id e r in g  
th e  f i r e p o w e r  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  
p ro c e e d in g s ,  o n e  c a n  e a s i ly , a n d  
r ig h t ly , e x p e c t  a  b i t  m o re  th a n  “ o k a y ” 
s o n g s . - J im m y  A lv a ra d o  (D C  J a m , 
d c ja m re c o rd s .c o m )

GOOD SIGN: D em o: CS
S o lid , d r iv in g  in d ie  p o p  is  o n  fe a tu re  
f ro m  th is  P o r tla n d , O re . g ro u p . 
B a n d  fe a tu re s  m e m b e rs  f ro m  P e e p le  
W a tc h in ’, A lie n  B o y , a n d  In  F lu x . I 
w o u ld  im a g in e  th e re  a re  s o m e  S a ra h  
R e c o rd s  a n d  K  R e c o rd s  a lb u m s  in  
th e ir  c o l le c t iv e  r e c o rd  co l le c t io n s , 
g iv e n  th e  s o u n d  o n  d is p la y  h e re . K in d  
o f  a  la te r  e ra  A ll  G ir l  S u m m e r  F u n  
B a n d  fe e l as  w e ll ,  k e e p in g  w ith  th e  
P o r tla n d  v ib e — a n d  e v e n  a  b i t  o f  a  G o  
S a ilo r  fe e l in  sp o ts . G o o d  s o lid  d e m o  
a n d  I w o u ld  b e  c u r io u s  to  h e a r  m o re . 
- M ik e  F ra m e  (R e fle c tiv e  T ap es , 
r e f le c tiv e ta p e s .b a n d c a m p .c o m )

GOON M AT AND LORD BERNARDO,
THE: T a k e  o f f  Y our C lo th e s : CD
It w o u ld  lik e ly  s u rp r ise  n o  o n e  w h o  
is  f a m ilia r  w ith  th e  la b e l V o o d o o  
R h y th m  th a t th is  is  s to m p in g  g a ra g e  
p u n k  b lu e s  s tu f f  w ith  d is to r te d  v o ca ls . 
I t ’s n o th in g  th a t  I w o u ld  re a c h  p a s t 
a  L ig h tn in g  B e a t M a n  o r  P o ss e s s e d  
B y  P a u l J a m e s  re c o rd  to  p u t  o n , b u t  a  
s o lid  re le a s e  fo r  f a n s  o f  th e  s ty le /la b e l. 
- M ik e  F ra m e  (V o o d o o  R h y th m )

GREAT PLAINS: B o rn  in  a  B a m : LP
T h e  o n ly  re v ie w  n e e d e d  fo r  th is  r e ­
is su e  o f  G re a t P la in s ’ r e m a rk a b le  
d e b u t a lb u m  a p p e a rs  o n  th e  s tic k e r
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a ff ix e d  to  th e  fro n t c o v e r, a  q u o te  
f ro m  W ill M c R o b b — c o -c re a to r  o f  
T he  A d v e n tu re s  o f  P e te  &  P e te — th a t 
re a d s : “G re a t P la in s  is  a  sp a z z o id  
c ry  f ro m  th e  w ild e rn e s s  th a t w a s  m y  
in s p ira tio n  fo r  e v e ry th in g  P e te  &  P e te  
h a d  to  b e .”  I ’ll a lso  ad d : T h e y ’re  an  
u n d e rra te d  e x a m p le  o f  th e  a g i ta te d  
w e ird o  p a s to ra lis m , th e  fa rm la n d  
a f te rn o o n  b o re d o m  tu rn e d  in to  a r t th a t 
b e c a m e  a  s id e  e f fe c t o f  th e  e n d le s s  
A m e r ic a n  M id w e s t o f  th e  1980s. I t ’s 
a  s tra in  o f  n e rv o u s  p u n k  p s y c h e d e lia  
th a t  s h o w e d  u p  in  T h e  F e e l ie s  a n d  
T h e  S o f t B o y s , a m o n g  o th e rs , b u t  in  
th is  c a se  i t ’s  f ro m  O h io , w h e re  a ll th e  
g o o d  re c o rd s  c o m e  fro m . I t ’s a  ra r i ty  
to  h e a r  s o m e o n e  w r ite  a n d  s in g  a b o u t 
R u th e r fo rd  B . H a y e s , th e  p a in s  a n d  
h ig h s  o f  lo v e , b a s e b a l l  f ie ld s , a n d  
lo c a l n e w s p a p e rs  w ith  so  m u c h  p o s t­
a d o le s c e n t b r il l ia n c e  a n d  h u m o r  a n d  
su b tle ty . “ L in c o ln  L o g s ”  a n d  “S e rp e n t 
M o u n d ”  w ill  m a k e  it o n to  y o u r  n e x t 
m ix ta p e , i f  y o u ’re  sm a rt. T h is  is  o n e  
o f  th o s e  m is s in g - l in k  re c o rd s  w e  
d id n ’t  k n o w  w a s  m iss in g . - M a t t  W erts  
(R e ru n , re ru n re c o rd ss tl .c o m )

GREAT PLAINS:
T he M a rk , D on  & M e l E.P. +4: LP
T h e r e ’s a  g id d y  fe e l in g  o n e  g e ts  
w h e n  r e v ie w in g  a  r e c o rd  th a t  m a k e s  
o n e  d o  s o m e  h o m e w o rk . T h e  1983 
f ir s t  r e le a s e  (p lu s  l iv e  tr a c k s )  o f  
C o lu m b u s , O h io ’s G re a t  P la in s — th e  
r e le a s e  n o r  th e  b a n d — h a s  n e v e r  
c ro s s e d  m y  r a d a r  a n d  I l ik e  to  th in k  
I ’v e  th ro w n  m y  m u s ic a l  n e t  f a r  a n d  
w id e . P o in ts  o f  r e f e r e n c e  in c lu d e  a

k e y b o a rd  th a t  s o u n d s  l ik e  a  m e th ’d 
o u t  f a r f is a  o rg a n  lo o p in g  in  a n d  o u t  o f  
R .E .M .’s f ir s t  a lb u m  ( i f  R .E .M . h a d  
ta k e n  a  le f t  tu rn  in to  w e ird o  p u n k ) . 
T h e re  a re  h in ts  o f  th e  S h a d o w y  M e n  
g u ita r  to n e  a n d  a  to u c h  o f  J o e  J a c k  
T a lc u m  d e l iv e ry  s ty le . B u t  w h ile  
a l l o f  th is  m ig h t  s im p ly  s o u n d  lik e  
b o ls te r e d  n o s ta lg ia ,  G re a t  P la in s  
s to o d  s o l id ly  o n  th e ir  o w n  g ro u n d , 
a s  a r t is ts ,  m u s ic ia n s , a n d  w e ird o s . 
H o n e s tly , c a n  n o t  r e c o m m e n d  th is  
re le a s e  e n o u g h . L is te n  u p  s p u d , y o u  
w il l  th a n k  m e . —M a tt  S e w a rd  (R e ru n , 
r e ru n re c o rd s s t l  .c o m )

GUESTS, THE: R e d  S c a r e :  LP
In te re s t in g  m ix  o f  J o y  D iv is io n -e sq u e  
g lo o m y  p o s t-p u n k , n e w  w a v e , a n d  
‘8 0 s  ja n g le  p o p . S o n g s  a t  tim e s  re c a ll 
H u m a n  S e x u a l R e s p o n s e ’s m o re  
a c c e s s ib le  m o m e n ts . N o t b a d . - J im m y  
A lv a ra d o  (S a b o ta g e )

HAG: S e lf - t i t le d : 7”
I t  s e e m s  th a t  th e  S w e d e s  a re  a lw a y s  
in te n t  o n  la y in g  w a s te  to  a l l th a t 
c o m e s  b e fo r e  th e m  a n d  th is  t im e  i t ’s 
in  th e  fo rm  o f  H a g , a  b a n d  d e v o id  
o f  s u b tle ty  a n d  n u a n c e . T h e  m e le e  
c r e a te d  is  h ig h ly  e n e rg e tic  a n d  
o v e rf lo w s  w ith  a n  a g g re s s iv e n e s s  
th a t  a t  t im e s  re m in d s  m e  o f  B la c k  
F la g . H ig h ly  re c o m m e n d e d . - R ic h  
C o c k s e d g e  ( Im m in e n t  D e s tru c t io n , 
i m m i n e n t - d e s t r u c t i o n @ h o t m a i l .  
c o .u k ,  im m in e n td e s tru c t io n .
b lo g s p o t .c o .u k  /  D e :N ih i l ,  in fo @  
d e n i lh i l r e c o rd s .c o m , d e n ih i lr e c o rd s . 
b ig c a r te l .c o m )

HAT MADDER, THE:
R0T71N 9 ON 7H 3 V1N3: CD
Y ou  kno w , m a y b e  i t ’s th e  L a n s in g  
th in g , b u t w h ile  T h e  H a t M a d d e r  
d o e s n ’t  s o u n d  lik e  C h e a p  G ir ls , th e y  
d o n ’t  n o t  s o u n d  lik e  C h e a p  G ir ls , 
y o u  k n o w ?  T h e y ’re  p ro b a b ly  g o in g  
to  h a te  th e  o b v io u s  c o m m e n t h e re , 
b u t  i t  h a d  to  b e  m a d e , so  th e re  y o u  
h a v e  it. T h e  tu n e s  o n  th is  h e re  d isc  
a re  m u c h  m o re  la y e re d , e x p e rim e n ta l,  
a n d  o r ig in a l (w h ile  s ti l l  b e in g  c a tc h y )  
th a n  th e  a fo re m e n tio n e d  M ic h ig a n  
b a n d . Y et, I  s til l  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h e re  to  
u lt im a te ly  s lo t th e m . I t ’s  in d ie  p u n k  
w ith  a n  e x p e rim e n ta l e d g e  th a t,  a t 
t im e s , so u n d s  so  s lic k  th a t  i t  c o u ld  b e  
o n  th e  ra d io . O h , a n d  it  w a s  a lm o s t 
im p o ss ib le  to  f ig u re  o u t w h o  th e  b a n d  
o r  s o n g  ti t le s  w e re  a t  a l l f ro m  th e  fo n ts  
o n  th e  co v e r. - S t e v e  A d a m y k  (G T G )

HAXXAN: S e lf - t i t le d : CD
N ew , G e rm a n  s u r f  p u n k  th a t fa lls  
so m e w h e re  b e tw e e n  d ie  S titc h e s  a n d  
th e  S o f t  P a c k . T h e y  h a v e  th a t su rf , 
p u n k  ja n g le  to  m o s t o f  th e ir  s o n g s , b u t 
in s te a d  o f  h a v in g  a  t ra d itio n a l p u n k  
s tru c tu re , th e y  a d d  in  a  lo t  o f  s p a s tic  
ja m s  a n d  g u ita r  so lo s . T h is  is  a  fu n  
re c o rd  fo r  th e  p u n k  fa n  w ith  a  lo n g e r  
a t te n t io n  s p a n  a n d  a  c u r io s i ty  fo r  new , 
fo re ig n  m u s ic  (u n le s s  y o u ’re  fro m  
G e rm a n y ). - R y a n  N ic h o ls  (S lo v e n ly )

HELTER SKELTER: I  N e e d  Y o u :V
J e sse  H e c to r ’s  b a n d  C ru s h e d  B u tle r  
h a s  b e e n  re iss u e d  se v e ra l tim e s  a n d  
h as  b e c o m e  a  p ro to -p u n k  c la ss ic . H is  
n e x t p ro je c t H e lte r  S k e lte r  d id n ’t  la s t

as  lo n g , b u t th e  b a n d  p ro d u c e d  th e  
g la m  c la ss ic  “ I  N e e d  Y ou .”  T h e  so n g  
c lap s  a n d  s to m p s  w ith  e m e rg in g  ‘71 
g la m  en th u sia sm . T h e  M a rc  B o la n d - 
in sp ire d  v o c a ls  a n d  h i-h e e le d  s tru t 
w a lk a b o u t ju m p  b e a t is a  h ig h  s tan d a rd  
fo r  th e  g en re . “G o o d b y e  B a b y ” h as  
a  s im ila r  s to m p . T h e  o rig in a l m o n o  
s in g le ’s re le a s e  w a s  d e la y e d  a n d  
m o s tly  fo rg o tten , b u t h a s  re c e n tly  b e e n  
re p ro d u c e d  b y  J u s t A d d  W a te r w ith  th e  
p re v io u s ly  u n re le a se d  K in k s -e sq u e  
s tru m m e r “I  L iv e  in  S ty le  in  M a id a  
V ale”  in c lu d ed . I t ’s  a  n o -b ra in e r  i f  
y o u ’re  in to  K ille d  b y  G la m -e ra  s in g le s. 
-B il lu p s  A lle n  (Ju s t A d d  W ater)

HORROR SQUAD: D e a th  P o s i :  LP
S o m e  o f  th e  fo lk s  w h o  ra n  th e  
le g e n d a ry , s a d ly  d e fu n c t v e n u e  V L H S  
a re  in  H o rro r  S q u a d , a n  a b s o lu te ly  
fa n ta s tic  p o p  p u n k  b a n d  w ith  a  le a d  
s in g e r  th a t h a s  a  tru ly  d is tin c t v o ic e , 
k in d  o f  r e m in is c e n t o f  J e f f  O t t ’s, b u t 
w ith  a  b e n t a ll its  o w n . E ith e r  h e  is  a b le  
to  s in g  a  b u n c h  o f  d if fe re n t s ty le s , o r  
s o m e  o f  th e  so n g s  fe a tu re  le a d  v o c a ls  
f ro m  th e  p e e p s  w h o  s in g  b a c k in g  
v o c a ls  o n  th e  re s t  o f  th e  tra c k s . E i th e r  
w ay , th e  v o c a ls  a re  a t t im e s  h a rs h , a t 
tim e s  lig h t, b u t  a t a ll tim e s  a w e so m e . 
E a s i ly  o n e  o f  2 0 1 8 ’s b e s t  re c o rd s  so  
far, so  d o n ’t s n o o z e  o n  it. V L H S  m ig h t 
b e  g o n e , b u t  H o rro r  S q u a d  liv e s  on! 
- A r t  E t tin g e r  (B la c k  C a ts  R e c o rd  
K lu b , th e h o rro rs q u a d .b a n d c a m p .c o m )

HOT SNAKES: J e r i c h o  S ire n s :  CD/LP
T h e  la te s t  n o is e  f ro m  H o t S n a k e s  
is  th e ir  f irs t s in c e  2 0 0 4 ’s A u d it  in



P ro g re s s . I t ’s te n  so n g s  in  th ir ty  
m in u te s  w h ic h  se e m s  a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  
m a n y  b a n d s  b u t fo r  H o t S n a k e s ’ re tu rn  
s e e m s  a  b i t  sh o rt. A s  is  ty p ic a l fo r  th e  
b a n d , th e  ly r ic s  m a k e  li ttle  to  n o  s e n se  
b u t  a re  c a tc h y  a s  h e ll. (I fo u n d  m y s e l f  
s in g in g  th e  p h ra s e  “ D e a th  D o u la ”  o n  
a  r e g u la r  b a s is  a f te r  l is te n in g  to  th is  
a lb u m .)  S ty lis t ic a lly , th e  b a n d  p ic k s  u p  
w h e re  th e y  le f t o ff , a s  th o u g h  n o  tim e  
h a d  p a s s e d . S o m e  tra c k s  h a v e  a  g re a t 
g ro o v e  (“ S ix  W a v e  H o ld -D o w n ” ) 
o th e rs  h a v e  k i l le r  r if fs  ( “D e a th  o f  
a  S p o r ts m a n ” ), a n d  th e re  a re  y e t  
o th e rs  w ith  a  p ro g re s s iv e , m a rc h in g  
b e a t  (“ D e a th  C a m p  F a n ta sy ” ). T h o se  
c r i t ic a l  o f  H o t  S n a k e s  ( s h o w  y o u rs e lf ! )  
m a y  fa u l t  th e  b a n d  fo r  n o t re - in v e n tin g  
th e m s e lv e s  a f t e r  n o t  r e l e a s in g  a  
n e w  a lb u m  f o r  o v e r  a  d e c a d e ,  b u t  
H o t  S n a k e s  a lw a y s  le a v e s  m e  w i th  
s u c h  a  g o o d  f e e l in g  a n d  th e i r  m u s ic  
is  s o  c a tc h y  th a t  I  h a v e  n o  p ro b le m s  
w i th  th e i r  s ta tu s  q u o . - K u r t  M o r r is  
(S u b  P o p )

HOT SNAKES: J e r i c h o  S ir e n s :  CD/LP
T h e re  is  n o  d e b a te  th a t H o t S n a k e s  
w e re  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t c o n s is te n tly  
o r ig in a l b a n d s  o f  th e  e a r ly  ‘0 0 s . I t  
w a s  a  fo rm u la  d e s tin e d  fo r  g re a tn e ss . 
T h re e  u n to u c h a b le  a lb u m s , a n d  th e n  
th e y  s e e m e d  to  d is s ip a te  lik e  so m e  
k in d  o f  f e v e r  d re a m . I ’m  n o t su re  I 
w o u ld  h a v e  b e l ie v e d  th e y  e v e n  e x is te d  
i f  th e  so n g s  h a d n ’t b e e n  s tu c k  in  m y  
h e a d  a n d  h e a r t  fo r  th e  la s t  d e c a d e  a n d  
a  h a lf . T h e n  w o rd  c a m e  th a t  to u rs  w e re  
fo r th c o m in g , fo llo w e d  b y  a  re c o rd . 
C o u ld  th e y  p o s s ib ly  a c h ie v e  th e  le v e ls

o f  in te n s ity  a n d  n e a r  re l ig io u s  fe rv o u r  
th a t th e y  w e re  k n o w n  fo r?  T h e  s h o r t  
a n s w e r  is  y e s . J e r ic h o  S ire n s  n o t 
o n ly  ta k e s  to p  sp o t o n  m y  a lb u m s  
o f  th e  y e a r  l is t  (o r  a t  le a s t  t ie d  w ith  
M in d  S p id e rs ) , b u t  I h a v e  a  s n e a k in g  
su sp ic io n  th a t i t  m a y  b e  th e  b e s t  H o t 
S n a k e s  a lb u m . F ro m  th e  o p e n in g  
b la s ts  o f  “ I  N e e d  a  D o c to r”  th ro u g h  
th e  th ro b b in g  p u ls e  o f  th e  t i t le  tra ck . 
F ro m  th a t u n m is ta k e a b le  o f f  k il te r  
b e a t in  “ D e a th  C a m p  F a n ta s y ” to  th e  
s h e e r  p o w e r  o f  th e  a lb u m ’s c lo s in g  
tr a c k  “ D e a th  o f  a  S p o r ts m a n ,”  H o t 
S n a k e s  s h o w  u s  th e re  is  s til l  a r t  in  
g u ita r  ro c k . T h is  a lb u m  g iv e s  m e  th e  
c h i lls  so  h a rd  i t  m a k e s  m y  ey e s  w a te r  
u p  w h e n  I a m  lis te n in g  to  it. T h a t ’s 
r ig h t , th is  a lb u m  is so  g o o d  i t  m a d e  
m e  fu c k in g  cry . T a k e  th a t a s  y o u  w ill. 
- T y  S tra n g le h o ld  (S u b  P o p )

HOT H P : D em o  2017: CS
I ’v e  m o s tly  th o u g h t o f  H o t T ip  as 
a  “N o  W a v e  i f  it  w a s  in v e n te d  in  
W a sh in g to n , D C ”  b a n d . T h e y ’v e  
b e e n  sh o u ty  an d  g n a r le d  a n d  h a d  
a  k in d  o f  d a rk e r , m u rk y  m e lo d ic  
s e n s e  ( I ’m  n o t g o in g  to  u s e  th e  w o rd  
“ a n g u la r” ), e s p e c ia lly  in  th e  g u ita rs . 
B u t th is  n e w  d e m o  is  d re a m lik e  a n d  
p o e t ic  a n d  te x tu ra l in  n e w  w a y s , an d  
I fe e l lik e  e v e n  th o u g h  I ’v e  re p p e d  
th e m  a n d  lo v e d  th e m  fo r  a  w h ile , I 
u n d e re s t im a te d  th e m . T h e  fa d e - in  
o p e n e r  o f  “ B re a k ,”  th e  d e c o m p o s itio n  
a t  th e  e n d  o f  “ G iv e ,”  th e  n e w -s u r f  
g u ita r  in  “ C a v e s ,”  I c o u ld  g o  o n  a n d  
o n . I a lw a y s  th in k  th e y ’re  a t  th e  h e ig h t 
o f  th e ir  c o n c e p tu a l p u n k  p o w e rs , b u t

th is  tim e  th e y  re a l ly  a re , u n ti l  th e ir  
n e x t  re le a s e . - M a t t  W e rts  (D ru g  P arty , 
d ru g p a r ty ta p e s .c o m )

HULLMEN, THE: H e a r ts  o f  S to n e : CDEP
U g h . D u ll ,  so m e tim e s  d e r iv a tiv e  
r o c k ’n ’ro ll . I  c a n  s e n se  p o te n tia l  o n  
th e  p a r t  o f  th e  H u llm e n , b u t th e  r e c o rd  
is  d o n e  in  b y  o v e r ly  o f f -k e y  d e l iv e ry  
o f  th e  v o c a ls  a n d  a  g e n e ra lly  s lu g g is h  
p e r fo rm a n c e  o v e ra l l. - T h e  L o rd  
K v e ld u lf f  (S e lf - re le a s e d )

I SAID GOODBYE: F a i /w e a th e r :  I P
O h , I d o n ’t  kn o w . I t ’s  th a t s o r t  o f  
m e lo d ic  in d ie /p u n k  s tu f f  w ith  su p e r  
d is c e m a b le  v o c a ls  a n d  lin e s  lik e , 
“ th e  su n  s e ts  o n  th e  d a y  th a t to o k  
y o u  aw a y ,”  a n d , d a n g , th e r e ’s ju s t  
n o  a n g e r  o r  v im  to  it. E n g lis h  d u d e s  
th a t r e m in d  m e  s o m e w h a t o f  S m ith  
S tre e t B a n d , w h o  a re  A u s tra lia n , so  g o  
f ig u re . I  m e a n , i t ’s n o t  lik e  a n g e r  is  a  
re q u is i te , p e r  se , b u t  sh e e sh . G im m e  
s o m e th in g  b e s id e s  p u re  s a c c h a rin e , 
y o u  k n o w ?  C e rta in ly , F a i r w e a th e r  is 
w h o lly  c o m p e te n t a n d  a c c o m p lis h e d  
a n d  th e y  m a k e  it  a ll s e e m  p re t ty  
e ffo r tle s s , th o u g h  i t ’s  h a rd  to  p u l l  th a t 
o ff. A n d  i t ’s w e ll  p ro d u c e d  a n d  w ith  
g o rg e o u s  c o lo re d  v in y l to  b o o t. B u t 
I ’ll  b e  d a m n e d  i f  th is  a lb u m  is n ’t  ju s t  
a  li ttle  to o  to o th le s s  a n d  w a te re d  d o w n  
to  s tic k  in  th e  m e m o ry  b a n k s . - K e i th  
R o s so n  (L itt le  R o c k e t)

IS S : S e lf - t itle d : 7 "  EP
S m a r t a le c k  a r tsy  p u n k . T h e y  p u ll 
f ro m  a  lo t  o f  d if fe re n t s o u n d s—  
o b n o x io u s  g a ra g e  o n e  sec , b ro o d in g

th e  n e x t , th e n  o f f  to  s o m e th in g  th a t 
so u n d s  lik e  L e  S h o k  a t te m p tin g  C ra s s  
a t te m p tin g  p o p — y e t th e  fo u r  tu n e s  
h e re  r e ta in  a  c o h e s iv e n e s s  th a t m a k e s  
th e  w h o le  fo c u s e d  a n d  fu n . - J im m y  
A lv a ra d o  (S o rry  S ta te )

ITCHY-0: F rom  th e  O v e rflo w in g : CD
I  a m  a  fa n  o f  e x tre m e ly  w e ird  s h it  a n d  
th is  is  r e a l ly  o u t th e re . A  f if ty -p lu s  
m e m b e r, p e rc u s s io n -b a s e d  e le c tro n ic  
b a n d  w ith  m a sk s  a n d  d a n c in g  an d  
so m e th in g  c a lle d  th e  “ C re e p  U n it .”  
Im a g in e  y o u r s e l f  a t  a  p a ra d e . In  
b e tw e e n  a ll o f  th e  e la b o ra te  f lo a ts  
a n d  S h r in e rs  in  th e ir  t in y  c a rs  is  a  
m a rc h in g  b a n d . A t  f irs t th is  is  a  v e ry  
fa m ilia r  fe e lin g , b u t  th e n  y o u  re a l iz e  
th a t th e  m a rc h in g  b a n d  is o n ly  p la y in g  
B u tth o le  S u rfe rs  so n g s . T h e n  th e  
C re e p  U n it  a p p e a rs , d a r t in g  in  a n d  
o u t o f  th e  m a rc h in g  b a n d , th ro w in g  
e c s ta s y  p il ls  a n d  ta b s  o f  a c id  o u t to  th e  
u n s u sp e c tin g  c ro w d  in s te a d  o f  can d y . 
T h e  th ro b b in g  re le n tle s s n e s s  o f  it  a ll 
ta k e s  h o ld  a ro u n d  th e  s a m e  t im e  as  
th e  d r u g s . . .  N e e d le s s  to  say , th is  i s n ’t  
a  r e g u la r  l is te n in g  e x p e rie n c e . In  fac t, 
I  fe e l th a t  I m a y  b e  d o w n r ig h t sc a re d  
to  se e  I t c h y - 0  liv e . I ’m  s w e a tin g . - T y  
S tra n g le h o ld  (A lte rn a tiv e  T e n ta c le s )

JA C K SO N  POLITICK: P a s te  V. 1: LP
J a c k s o n  P o lit ic k  is  o n e  o f  m a n y  s id e / 
s o lo  p ro je c ts  o f  “ A n d y  H u m a n ” o f  
A n d y  H u m a n  &  T h e  R e p to id s , a n d  i f  
y o u ’re  fa m ilia r  w ith  th a t b a n d  o r  a n y  
o f  th e  v a r io u s  o th e r  r e la te d  p ro je c ts , 
y o u  m ig h t h a v e  a n  id e a  o f  w h a t’s in  
s to re  h e re . T o th e  u n fa m ilia r , a t  tim e s



th is  re m in d s  m e  o f  th e  lo -fi g a ra g e  
ro c k - ish  so u n d s  o f  so m e th in g  lik e  
T y v e k  w ith  a  w e ird  m ix  o f  m in im a lis t  
p u n k , D e v o , P e re  U b u , a n d  o th e r  
“ o u ts id e r”  ty p e  b a n d s . I t ’s r e a l ly  q u ite  
v a r ie d , a n d  g o o d . R e c o m m e n d e d . 
- M a r k  T w is tw o r th y  (N e c k  C h o p , 
n e c k -c h o p -re c o rd s .m y s h o p ify .c o m )

KURJA M : S u m  T a p p is  A ra : CD
E s to n ia n  p u n k  w ith  b its  o f  q u irk y  
ro c k  th ro w n  in , w h ic h  m a k e s  fo r 
s o m e  p re t ty  d iv e rse  so u n d s  b o u n c in g  
a ro u n d . C a n ’t  s a y  i t  c o n s is te n tly  
b le w  m y  d re s s  u p  b u t  th e ir  a ttem p ts  
to  w o rk  o u ts id e  th e  u s u a l b o x e s  a re  
m o s t a p p re c ia te d . - J im m y  A lv a ra d o  
(K u ija m , fa c e b o o k .c o m /k u ija m b a n d )

LA TUYA: S e lf - t i t le d : CD
L a  T u y a  o f fe r  te n  jo l t s  o f  (m o s tly )  
so c io p o lit ic a l  D IY  p u n k  a n d  h a rd c o re  
o n  th is  s e lf - re le a s e d  C D . T h e re  a re  
sh o rt, ra g in g  h a rd c o re  so n g s  a n d  
p is s e d -o f f  tra d itio n a l u p te m p o  p u n k  
s o n g s , w ith  a n  o c c a s io n a l m e lo d y -  
in fu s e d  m e lo d ic  p u n k  ja m m e r  m ix e d  
in . B e in g  p u n k s  f ro m  L o s  A n g e le s  
is  la rg e  p a r t  o f  th e ir  id e n tity , a n d  it 
s h o w s  in  th e ir  so u n d . W h ile  th e re  a re  
d e f in ite ly  s o m e  so n g s  th a t I lik e  m o re  
th a n  o th e rs  o n  h e re , th is  w h o le  re le a se  
g iv e s  th e  m o s t  u n p re te n tio u s  v ib e , 
in s te a d  s e e m in g  h e a r tfe lt ,  s in ce re , 
a n d  rea l. - M a r k  T w is tw o rth y  (S e lf-  
r e le a s e d , fa c e b o o k .c o m /la tu y a e a s tlo s )

LA VASE: S e lf - t i t le d : LP
P o te n t p o tp o u r r i  o f  M o d e m  A c tio n -  
s ty le  re tro  p u n k  a n d  s o m e  d a rk e r,

a r ts ie r  in f lu e n c e s  c re e p in g  in  a t th e  
e d g e s— is th a t s o m e  P iL  lu rk in g  in  
th a t b a c k  d u r in g  “T a p is” ? H a v in g  a  b it 
o f  t ro u b le  p in n in g  d o w n  w h e re  t h e y ’re  
f ro m — ly r ic s  a re  in  F re n c h  b u t th e y  
s e e m  to  p la y  L e ip z ig  a  lo t— b u t th a t 
d o n ’t  m u c h  m a tte r . W h a t d o e s  is  th e y  
te a r  in to  th e  tu n e s  h e re  w ith  g le e fu l 
a b a n d o n  a n d  th a t th is  a lb u m  is  f u g g in ’ 
g re a t. - J im m y  A lv a ra d o  (P h a n to m , 
p h a n to m .tk )

LIONS SHARE: D em o: EP
B rig g s y  fro m  W a rth o g  S p e a k  h ip p e d  
m e  to  th is  lo t  lo n g  b e fo re  h e  g o t it 
d o w n  o n  v in y l. F ro m  th e  m id d le  o f  
fu c k in g  n o w h e re  C a n a d a , th is  lo t f il te r  
c la s s ic  o ld U .K . e a r ly - ’8 0 s  o i/p u n k  lik e  
th e  R e je c ts  a n d  B li tz  th ro u g h  so m e  
e a r ly  N e w  Y o rk  th u g g e ry . I h o n e s tly  
b e l ie v e  th a t b a n d s  f ro m  n o w h e re  
h a v e  m o re  o r ig in a li ty  ‘c o s  th e y  a r e n ’t 
a f fe c te d  b y  th e ir  p e e rs . T h is  lo t i s n ’t 
r e w r it in g  a n y  sc r ip ts  h e re , b u t  th e y  
su re  as  fu c k  h a v e  th e  th u g  p u n k  v ib e  
lo c k e d  th e  fu c k  d o w n . F a n s  o f  R ix e , 
F a tig u e , a n d  F u e rz a  B ru ta  g e t o n  th is  
A S A P . - T i m  B ro o k s  (W a rth o g  S p eak , 
w a r th o g s p e a k .c o m )

LONG GONE: S e v e n  S o n g s : CS
T h is  ta p e  c a m e  w ith  a  n o te  o n  it 
th a t  s a y s  L o n g  G o n e  is  a  “ c o u n try  
b a n d  f ro m  B o s to n , M A ” a n d  th a t 
m e a n s  s o m e th in g  v e ry  sp ec ific . I 
d o n ’t  d is a g re e  w ith  th e m , b u t a n y o n e  
fro m  B o s to n  k n o w s  th a t w h a t p e o p le  
th in k  o f  is  c o u n try  th e re  is  p ro b a b ly  
d if fe re n t th a n  w h a t o th e r  p e o p le  
m ig h t  th in k  o f  a s  co u n try . T h is  is

m o re  J  M a s c is  th a n  H a n k  W illia m s , 
w ith  tw a n g y  v o c a ls  o v e r  d r iv in g  
tra c k s  th a t a re  a  li ttle  m o re  g ru n g y  
a n d  s a d  th a n  th e  m o re  m e lo d ic  p u n k  
s tu f f  th a t it m ig h t o th e rw ise  ev o k e . 
I t ’s  lik e  N e il  Y o u n g  h a v in g  S a m ia m  
as  h is  b a c k in g  b a n d . A n d  I  fu c k in g  
lo v e  b o th , so  th is  ta p e  is  s o m e th in g  
e lse . I ’v e  c o m e  to  e x p e c t n o th in g  le ss  
f ro m  th e  e x c e lle n t R e fle c tiv e  T apes  
o u t o f  O ly m p ia , W ash , a n d  th is  k in d  
o f  c ro s s -c o n tin e n ta l  s u p p o r t is  w h a t 
m a k e s  m e  s til l lo v e  D IY . —T h e re sa  
W . (R e fle c tiv e  T ap es , re f le c tiv e ta p e s . 
b a n d c a m p .c o m )

M. MARTIN: A  H a rv e s t  o f  I c e :  CS
M u rk y , d ro n in g , m o s tly  in s tru m e n ta l 
M a d is o n  p o s t-p u n k  th a t so u n d s  lik e  
th e  s o u n d tra c k  to , lik e , ic e  fa ir ie s  
g e t t in g  lo b o to m iz e d  o r  s o m e th in g . 
I t ’s  c h illin g , fo r lo rn , a m b ie n t s tu f f  
th a t s o u n d s  e x a c tly  lik e  it is— a 
m o s tly -so lo  n o is e  p ro je c t re c o rd e d  
in  th e  d ep th s  o f  a W isc o n s in  w in te r. 
T h e  in s tru m e n ta ls  w o rk  b e t te r  th a n  
th e  v o c a liz e d  s tu ff , b u t a ll in  a ll, i t ’s 
p re t ty  a tm o s p h e r ic  th ro u g h o u t. - K e i th  
R o s so n  (R a re  P la n t)

MARC W ITH A  C: O b sc u rity : CD
M a rc  W ith  a  C  is a  p o lish e d  o n e -m a n  
s in g e r -s o n g w rite r  a c t o f  re a l ly  p o p p y  
ro c k ’n ’ro ll  to  th e  p o in t th a t it b o rd e rs  
o n  m o re  p o p  th a n  ro c k , b u t  th a t ’s n o t 
n e c e ss a r i ly  a  b a d  th in g . T h e  so n g s  a re  
c a tc h y  a s  h e l l ,  a n d  w h ile  th e y  s o u n d  
ra th e r  su g a ry  o n  th e  s u rfa c e , th e r e ’s 
so m e  ja d e d ,  s n o tty  sen tim e n ts  lu rk in g  
in  th e  ly r ic a l c o n te n t, e s p e c ia lly  w h e n

M a rc  w a rb le s  a b o u t th e  h a z a rd s  o f  
m o d e m  s o c ia l m e d ia . A ll  in  a ll, th e  
r e c o rd  is k in d  o f  lik e  b i t in g  in to  a  
le m o n  d o u s e d  in  su g a r; i t ’s  o n e  o f  
th o s e  re c o rd s  th a t I d o n ’t  th in k  I  l ik e , 
b u t th e n  I  c a tc h  m y s e l f  s in g in g  th e  
s o n g s  a s  I tra v e l f ro m  ro o m  to  ro o m  in  
m y  h o u se . - T h e  L o rd  K v e ld u lf r  (S e lf-  
r e le a s e d , m a rc w ith a c .b a n d c a m p .c o m )

MARC WITH A  C: O b sc u rity : CD
T h is  b a s ic a lly  so u n d s  lik e  o p e n  m ic  
n ig h t d is ti l le d  in to  c o m p a c t d isc  
fo rm . I t ’s  n o t  q u ite  g o o fy  e n o u g h  
to  p a s s  as  a  fu ll -o n  jo k e  b a n d , b u t 
it  d e f in ite ly  se e m s  lik e  th is  g u y ’s 
so n g w ritin g  id e n tity  r e v o lv e s  a ro u n d  
d is g u is in g  a w k w a rd  h u m o r  a s  e d g y  
s o c ia l co m m e n ta ry . I ’m  c r in g in g  a t  
so  m a n y  o f  th e se  lin e s— re a l  w in n e rs  
in c lu d e  “ I ’ll c h e c k  m y  p r iv i le g e  a t 
th e  d o o r  so  y o u  d o n ’t  g e t  to o  u p s e t,”  
“ I ’m  a  g e n d e rf lu id  o th e rk in  ju s t  lik e  
m y  p a re n ts ,” a n d  “ [H a rry  P o tte r]  h a d  
as  m u c h  im p a c t o n  m e  a s  o th e r  th in g s  
th a t d o n ’t  ex is t , lik e  Je s u s  C h r is t .”  P lu s  
w h a te v e r  th e  h e l l  h e ’s try in g  to  s a y  in  
“ T h e  N e w  N o rm a l”  a b o u t a  la d y  w h o  
c a lls  th e  c o p s  “ o n  a  s il ly  w h im ”  th a t 
en d s  u p  in  a  d o m e s tic  v io le n c e  ch a rg e . 
Y ik es . M a rc  a lso  se e m s  to  b e  rea lly , 
r e a l ly  a n x io u s  a b o u t te c h n o lo g y , 
in  th a t s p e c ia l w a y  o f  p e o p le  w h o  
b e l ie v e  th a t b e in g  te c h - li te ra te  a n d  
a p p re c ia t in g  w h a t’s r e a l  in  l ife  a re  
m u tu a lly  e x c lu s iv e . K in d a  s o u n d s  
lik e  an  in d ie  ro c k  W e ird  A l, to  te ll 
y o u  th e  tru th , b u t  w ith o u t  th e  a c tu a l 
jo k e s . - I n d ia n a  L a u b  (S e lf - re le a s e d , 
m a rc w ith a c .b a n d c a m p .c o m )



M ARC W ITH A C: O b sc u rity : LP
T h is  re c o rd  is  f il le d  w ith  lig h t in d ie  
ro c k -s ty le d  p o p  s o n g s  w ith  a  n e rd y  
fee l. I  w o u ld n ’t  b e  s u rp r is e d  to  g o  
in to  m y  lo c a l in d ie  c o ffe e  sh o p  an d  
se e  th is  g u y  b a n g in g  th e se  s o n g s  o u t 
o n  a n  a c o u s t ic  g u ita r  in  th e  c o m e r  
w h ile  n o b o d y  p a y s  a n y  a t te n t io n . I t ’s 
p ro f ic ie n t e n o u g h , b u t  it u lt im a te ly  is 
to o  fa r  o u ts id e  o f  a n y th in g  th a t I c a n  
re la te  to . - M a r k  T w is tw o rth y  (S e lf-  
re lea sed , , m a rc w ith a c .b a n d c a m p .c o m )

MARRIAGE M ATERIAL M a k in g  th e  
W o rld  W orth  I t  -  P a r t  1: T
D a m n  it, I  th o u g h t th e y  re a l ly  w e re  
th re e  b ro th e rs !  A n y w a y , h e r e ’s five  
so n g s  o f  fu zzy , ro u g h -h e w n  p u n k  
s tu f f  w ith  m e lo d ie s  b u r ie d  d e e p  d o w n  
th e re  b e n e a th  th e  g rit, b r ig h t g u ita r  
le a d s  f la sh in g  o u t h e re  a n d  th e re . 
S tru c tu re  v e e rs  a n d  le a n s  b u t  h o ld s  
so lid , p a r t ic u la r ly  in  th e  g ra v e l ly  p o p  
o f  “ S o m e o n e  E ls e ”  a n d  th e  su rp r is in g  
ja m  o f  th e  re c o rd , th e  n e a r  p o w e r  p o p  
b lis te r  o f  a  liv e  s o n g , “ S e a s o n s .” T h a t 
o n e  su rp r is e d  th e  h e l l o u t o f  m e  w ith  
its  sw a g g e r. N ic e  v in y l d e b u t f ro m  a 
b a n d  th a t h o p e fu l ly  s tic k s  a ro u n d  fo r  
a  w h ile , a n d  I  d ig  th e  “ fo rg e t a  r e c o rd  
c o v e r, le t ’s m a k e  th e  c e n te r  la b e l th e  
a r t  p ie c e ”  a e s th e tic . - K e i t h  R o s so n  
(D ir t  C u lt)

METAYOUTH: S e lf - t i t le d : CD
F u zzy , n o is y  b e d ro o m  p o p  th a t  d ra w s  
as  m u c h  fro m  ‘9 0 s  e m o  a n d  p o p  p u n k  
b a n d s  a s  it d o e s  f ro m  e x p e rim e n ta l 
p o s t- ro c k . T h e  h a n d fu l o f  e x te n d e d  
in s tru m e n ta lp a r ts s p r in k le d  th ro u g h o u t

th e  a lb u m  b u ild  in to  t r iu m p h a n t w a ll-  
o f -s o u n d  sw e lls , d re a m y  a s  a n y th in g , 
b u t th e n  h o w  a b o u t th o s e  B l in k - 182 
“ n a  n a  n a ” s?  T h e re  a re  p ro b a b ly  so m e  
sy n th s  b u r ie d  in  h e re , o r  m a y b e  th e  
g u ita rs  a re  ju s t  th a t fu c k e d  u p  a n d  
fu z z e d  o u t. W h o  c a n  s a y  fo r  su re ?  T h e  
s tra ig h t-u p  p o p p y  ja m s  a re  s im ila r  in  
v ib e  to  e a r ly  C lo u d  N o th in g s , b u t m o re  
b u m m e d  o u t a n d  b lu r ry — it d e f in ite ly  
w o rk s  fo r  th e m . I w a n n a  h e a r  “P o o l” 
a t  th e  e m o tio n a l c re s c e n d o  o f  a  lo -fi 
s h o r t f ilm , p ro b a b ly  w ith  a  k id  r id in g  
a  b ik e  o n  th e  o u ts k ir ts  o f  a  su b u rb a n  
n e ig h b o rh o o d , o r  s o m e th in g  to  th a t 
e ffe c t. - I n d ia n a  L a u b  (S e lf - re le a s e d , 
m e ta y o u th .b a n d c a m p .c o m )

MIDNITE SN A X X X :" G re e d y  L ittle  
T h in g "  b /w  “T u r f  W a r " : T
M id n ite  S n a x x x  c o n tin u e  to  c ra n k  
o u t s o lid  ro c k e rs  w ith  b u b b le  g u m - 
in s p ire d  c h o m se s  a n d  p o w e r  p o p  
se n s ib il i t ie s  m o v in g  a t th e  s p e e d  o f  
R a m o n e s . “T u r f  W a r” h a s  a  g re a t 
c a ll a n d  re s p o n s e  c h o ru s  w ith  b ra sh , 
d o n ’t-c a re -a b o u t-sc h o o l-v o c a ls  a n d  
e x c e lle n t p u n k ’n ’ro ll  g u ita r  b re a k s . 
T h e y  re m a in  so lid . - B i l lu p s  A lle n  
(G o o d b y e  B o o z y )

NARCOLEPTICS: 2018 : EP
T h is  b a n d  a re  fu c k in g  m e n ta l . U n d e r  
th e  r a d a r  m a y h e m  fro m  N Y C  b y  w a y  
o f  C h ic a g o . H a rs h  w a ll  o f  n o is e , lik e  
A n ti  C im e x  o n  m e th . B ru ta l  a n d  fa s t, 
b u t w h a t  re a l ly  m a k e s  th is  b a n d  is th e  
d ru m m e r  w h o  is  lik e  M ic k  H a rr is  fro m  
N a p a lm  D e a th  o r  B r ia n  B e tz g e r  fro m  
J e r r y ’s K id s  o n  7 8  rp m . I h a v e  n o  id e a

w h y  e v e ry  fu c k e r  i s n ’t c ro w in g  a b o u t 
th is  lo t. D e v a s ta t in g . - T i m  B ro o k s  
(W a rth o g  S p e a k , w a r th o g s p e a k .c o m )

NEGATIVE VIBES: S e lf - t i t le d : EP
N e g a tiv e  V ib es  d o  a n  e x c e lle n t j o b  o f  
b le n d in g  e a r ly  ‘8 0 s  B o s to n  h a rd c o re  
w ith  la te  ‘8 0 s  N Y H C . T h in k  o f  D Y S  
c ro s s e d  w ith  th e  f irs t S ic k  O f  I t  A ll  EP. 
T h u n d e r in g  d ru m s , g ro w lin g  v o c a ls , 
r a z o r  sh a rp  d is to r t io n  o n  th e  g u ita r , a n d  
th a t b a s s  w ith  a  r e a l ly  n ic e  lo w  e n d  to  
k e e p  it  a l l o n  a  s o lid  fo u n d a tio n . T h e  
s o n g s  a re  r if e  w ith  e n e rg y  a n d  h ig h  
te n s io n , t ig h tly  p la y e d , a n d  th e  v o c a ls  
c o m e  a c ro s s  c le a r  a n d  w ith  c o n v ic tio n . 
S ix  so n g s  a n d  n o t  o n e  s tin k e r  am o n g  
th e m . I ’m  h o p in g  th e r e ’s m o re  to  
c o m e  f ro m  th e se  fo lk s . - M a t t  A v e rag e  
(N .I .C ., n ic .a y z .p l)

NEON BONE /  GRIM DEEDS: S p l i t  7 '
S e r io u s ly  D IY  p o p  p u n k . I  lo v e  i t  w h e n  
to ta lly  u n k n o w n  b a n d s  j u s t  h a p p e n  to  
w r ite  a  k i l le r  so n g . O f  c o u rs e , m a y b e  
th e y  h a v e  d is c o g ra p h ie s  o f  a lb u m s , 
f i l le d  w ith  g re a t so n g s , s e lf - re le a s e d  o n  
C D  a n d  n e v e r  h e a rd  b y  9 9 .9  p e rc e n t o f  
th e  p u n k  w o r ld  (a n d  m a y b e  th e y  h a v e  
b la c k  m e ta l a l te r  e g o s ) . In  a n y  ca se , 
y o u  ju s t  n e v e r  k n o w  w h e n  a  g re a t 
s o n g  w ill c ro s s  y o u r  p a th . T h is  sp li t  
7 ”  h a s  tw o  b a n d s  y o u ’v e  n e v e r  h e a rd  
o f , w ith  tw o  so n g s  ea c h . N e o n  B o n e ’s 
f irs t e n try  is  “ I  R e m e m b e r.”  I w o n d e r  
i f  th e y  k n o w  a b o u t th e  R a m o n e s ’ “ I 
R e m e m b e r  Y o u ”  a n d  C h ix d ig g it l ’s 
“ I R e m e m b e r  Y o u ,”  b o th  a b s o lu te ly  
p e r fe c t  p o p  p u n k  s o n g s . I f  th e y  d id , 
th e n  th is  is  a  b a l ls y  m o v e  th a t I lo v e ,

b e c a u se  th is  is  a  g re a t so n g ! I f  th e y  
d id n ’t  k n o w , th e n  w h e re  th e  h e l l  h a v e  
th e se  (p re s u m a b ly )  G e rm a n s  b ee n ? ! 
G r im  D e e d s ’ “ P u n k  R o c k  T h e ra p y ” 
h a s  s o m e  L i ll in g to n s -s ty le  le a d s  a n d  
k il ls  i t  in  th e  ly r ic s  a n d  d ru m  m a c h in e  
d e p a rtm e n ts . L ik e  D e e d s ’ o th e r  so n g  
o n  th is  s p li t  c le a r ly  sp e lls  o u t h e ’s a  
o n e -m a n -b a n d  (m o re  o r  le ss )  a n d  
e p i to m iz e s  w h a t’s  g re a t a b o u t D IY  
p u n k . W rite  a  g r e a t  s o n g , r e c o rd  
it , a n d  s e e  i f  y o u  c a n  g e t  s o m e o n e  
to  l i s te n . - C h a d  W ill ia m s  (M o m ’s 
B a s e m e n t, m o m s b a s e m e n tre c o rd s .  
b a n d c a m p .c o m )

NIDSTANG: S e lf - t i t le d : CS
B la c k  m e ta l g a ra g e  ro c k . R e a lly  h ea v y , 
r e a l ly  b ru ta l. K in d  o f  b lu rs  to g e th e r  
fo r  m e , b u t  i t ’s g o o d . I  th in k  o n  p a p e r  
th is  is  a  w in n in g  g e n re  c o m b o , b u t I 
th in k  I  n e e d  th e  p ro d u c tio n  to  b e  ju s t  
a  s m id g e  c le a n e r  to  r e a l ly  f in d  m y s e l f  
a t ta c h e d  to  th is  m u s ic . F o r  a  o n e -m a n  
b a n d , i t ’s  p re t ty  im p re s s iv e . I c a n ’t 
k n o c k  th is  a n y  p o in ts  f o r  co n te n t, o n ly  
fo r  p e r s o n a l ta s te . - B r y a n  S ta t ic  (S e lf-  
r e le a s e d , n id s ta n g .b a n d c a m p .c o m )

NO END IN SIGHT:
F a d e d  M e m o r ie s :  CD
N o  E n d  In  S ig h t is  a  Q u eb S co is  p u n k  
b a n d  a c tiv e  s in c e  2 0 1 4 . I ts  w o rk  
ra n g e s  f ro m  p o p  p u n k  to  s k a te  p u n k , 
a n d  h a s  b e e n  f le sh e d  o u t b e tw e e n  a 
s m a ll h a n d fu l o f  a lb u m s  a n d  E P s . 
F a d e d  M e m o rie s  w a s  re le a s e d  in  
la te  2 0 1 7 . T h e  v o c a ls  a re  n a s a l ly  a n d  
o b n o x io u s  a n d  th e ir  d e liv e ry , p e rs is tin g  
th ro u g h o u t th e  a lb u m , b o th e re d  m e



e n d le s s ly . S o m e -o f  th e  in s tru m e n ta tio n  
in  so n g s  su c h  as  “ L o b o to m y ” is 
e x p lo s iv e  a n d  im p re s s iv e , b u t th e  
g u i ta r  w o rk  th ro u g h o u t m o s t o f  th e  
a lb u m  is  m o n o to n o u s  a n d  d e r iv a tiv e . 
T h e  d ru m m in g  in  th is  re le a s e  is 
g e n u in e ly  s k ille d  a n d  a p p ro p ria te , 
b u t it o n ly  s e rv e s  to  h ig h lig h t h o w  
d u ll a n d  te d io u s  th e  g u ita r  is. T h is  
a lb u m  is  g e n e ra l ly  u n in t e r e s t i n g  
a n d  o c c a s io n a l ly  c r in g e -w o r th y .  
D ie h a rd  p o p  p u n k  f a n s  m a y  e n jo y  
it ,  b u t ,  g e n e ra l ly ,  th i s  r e c o r d  is  
n o t  w o r th  s p e n d in g  o n e ’s t im e  o n . 
- A n n a  F a r r  (M o m in g w o o d )

NO PULSE: D em o: 7"
W h e n  I f irs t h e a rd  th is  I h a v e  to  a d m it 
th a t I th o u g h t N o  P u lse  w e re  fro m  
S c a n d in a v ia , s e e in g  h o w  in te n se  a n d  
in  y o u r  fa c e  it  s o u n d e d . In  fac t, N o  
P u ls e  h a ils  f ro m  B ris to l , a  m e re  o n e  
h u n d re d  tw e n ty  m ile s  u p  th e  ro a d  fro m  
w h e re  I liv e  in  th e  U .K . T h is  is  a  d em o  
w h ic h  h a s  fo r tu n a te ly  m a d e  it  o n to  
v in y l a n d  a ll fo u r  tra c k s  to ta lly  rip . I 
o rd e re d  th is  a f te r  h e a r in g  it th ro u g h  
ju s t  th e  o n c e  o n  th e  in te rn e t as i t  w as  
a  to ta l  n o  b ra in e r  p u rc h a s e . G iv e n  
N o  P u ls e ’s g e o g ra p h ic  p ro x im ity  to  
m e  th is  a lso  m e a n s  th a t I s h o u ld  g e t 
to  se e  th e m  liv e  r e la tiv e ly  e a s i ly  too . 
R esu lt!  - R ic h  C o c k s e d g e  (U rin a l 
V in y l, u r in a lv in y l@ y a h o o .c o .u k , 
u r in a lv in y l .c o m )

N O M O E  751: S e lf - t i t le d : LP
G re e k  p u n k  G e o rg e  F o to p o u lo s , o f  
K o m o d in a  3 , is  th e  m a s te rm in d  b e h in d  
N O M O E  751 . W ith  th e  a s s is ta n c e  o f

fe l lo w  m isf its , F o to p o u lo s  p e r fo rm s  
s e v e n te e n  so n g s  o f  h y p n o tic , s p a c e d -  
o u t s y n th  p u n k  th a t ’s d r ip p in g  w ith  
a  g lo b  o f  T h e  S p its . I t ’s  w a c k e d -o u t , 
in v e n tiv e , h y p n o tic a l ly  s u n g  in  G re e k  
an d , h o n e s tly , p re t ty  te d io u s . L e t ’s 
ju s t  s a y  th a t N O M O I  751 is  b e t te r  
in  s m a ll d o se s . L is te n in g  to  th is  L P  
b a c k -to -b a c k  a  fe w  tim e s  m a d e  m y  
b ra in  m u sh y . B u t th a t w a s  p ro b a b ly  
F o to p o u lo s ’ p la n  a ll a lo n g . - S e a n  
A re n a s  (S lo v e n ly , s lo v e n ly .c o m )

NORM ALS, THE:
D e m e n te d  B r e a k d o w n : ! "  EP
J u s t  w h e n  y o u  th in k  th e  s p ig o t  ju s t  
h a s  to  h a v e  ru n  d ry  b y  n o w , A lm o s t 
R e a d y  (a  la b e l n a m e d  a f te r  o n e  o f  
th e  b a n d ’s s ig n a tu re  tu n e s )  p u lls  
th re e  m o re  N o rm a ls  t r a c k s  o u t  o f  
th e  e th e r— or, in  th is  c a se , f ro m  a 
1978  d e m o . T h e  t i t le  tr a c k  is  a  d a rk , 
s l in k y  b i t  o ’ p u n k in ’, w h ile  th e  o th e r  
tw o  tr a c k s  g o  th e  le s s  n u a n c e d , m o re  
d ir e c t  s to m p - ’e m -d e a d  a p p ro a c h . A  
n ic e  a d d i t io n  to  th is  le g e n d a ry  N e w  
O r le a n s  p u n k  b a n d ’s le g a c y , a n d  
g o o d  li s te n in g  fo r  d is c e rn in g  m u s ic a l 
g o u rm a n d s  to  b e  fo u n d  h e re . - J im m y  
A lv a ra d o  (A lm o s t  R e a d y )

NOVELISTME: F in e  L is te n e r :  CD
N o v e lis tm e  is  a  B r it is h  b a n d  w h o se  
tw e lv e -s o n g  a lb u m  is  re m in is c e n t o f  
e a r ly  2 0 0 0 s  R a d io h e a d . H o w e v e r , 
F in e  L is te n e r  h a s  m o re  k e y b o a rd  b lip s  
a n d  b lo o p s  a n d  g ro o v e  th a n  a n y th in g  
fro m  T h o m  Y o rk e  a n d  c o m p an y . O n e  
o f  th e  re a s o n s  fo r  su c h  a  c o m p a r is o n  is  
th a t th e  v o c a lis t  f o r  N o v e lis tm e  b e a rs

a s tr ik in g  re s e m b la n c e  to  Y o rk e . Y et, 
w ith  th e ir  f r e q u e n t  h y p n o tic  rh y th m s , 
N o v e lis tm e  s e e m s  m o re  m e a n t fo r  
a  d a n c e  c lu b  th a n  a  s ta d iu m . T h is  
is  a l l  to  sa y  th a t  i t ’s g o o d , b u t  n o t 
g re a t .  W h e n  it  c o m e s  d o w n  to  it, 
I ’ll ta k e  m y  R a d io h e a d  a lb u m s  o v e r  
b a n d s  th a t  c o m e  c lo s e  to  s o u n d in g  
lik e  th e m . - K u r t  M o r r is  ( n o v e l is tm e . 
b a n d c a m p .c o m )

NOX NOVACULA: S e lf - t itle d : CS
T h is  is  th e  b e s t  g o th  re c o rd  I ’v e  
h e a rd  in  a  lo n g  tim e . W ith  s tro n g  
fe m a le  v o c a ls , th is  h a s  a l l  th e  r ig h t  
in g re d ie n ts  a n d  a v o id s  th e  o f te n  
c h e e s y  c a m p in e s s  th a t  g o th  b a n d s  
c a n  h a v e . R o z z  W illia m s  w o u ld  b e  
p ro u d  o f  th is  o n e . - R y a n  N ic h o ls  
(C a s in o  T ra sh , c a s in o tra s h re c o rd s @  
g m a il .c o m )

NUM BER ONES:
A n o th e r  S id e  o f  th e  N u m b e r  O n es : EP
In  th e  tra d itio n  o f  b a n d s  lik e  th e  
E x p lo d in g  H e a rts , T ra n z m ito rs , a n d  
th e  B r ie fs  w h o  h a v e  s tu d ie d  th e  p a s t 
a n d  m a d e  it th e  p re s e n t , th is  lo t fro m  
D u b lin  h a v e  ta k e n  th e ir  o w n  h is to ry  
a n d  m a d e  it th e ir  o w n . F a u lt le s s  la te -  
’7 0 s  I r is h  p u n k  in  v e in  o f  th e  B la d e s , 
R u d i, V ic tim , O u tc a s ts  o r  a n y  n u m b e r  
o f  lo n g -fo rg o tte n  Ir is h  a n d  N o r th e rn  
Ir is h  g e m s. A n y  o f  th e se  tra c k s  c o u ld  
h a v e  b e e n  li f te d  f ro m  a n y  G o o d  
V ib ra tio n s  r e le a s e  o r  a p p e a re d  o n  
B lo o d s ta in s  A c ro ss  N o r th e rn  I re la n d . 
I f  I h a d  a n y  c o m p la in t it w o u ld  b e  th a t 
i t ’s a lm o s t to o  p e r fe c t,  i f  th a t m a k e s  
sen se . W h e n  a m a s te r  fo rg e r  is ab le  to

re p l ic a te  a  m a s te rp ie c e , a re  th e y  s til l an  
a r t is t?  K ille r  e i th e r  w ay . - T im  B ro o k s  
(S ta t ic  S h o c k , s ta t ic s h o c k re c o rd s . 
lim ite d ru n .c o m )

PALATINES, THE:
D e a th  from  B e lo w : LP
T h is  is  o n e  th a t w ill  a p p e a l to  a n y o n e  
w h o  lik ed  a  lo t o f  w h a t F a t W rec k , 
H o n e s t D o n ’s, a n d  E p i ta p h  w e re  
re le a s in g  in  th e  ‘9 0 s . T h is  ta k e s  th e  
b a c k g ro u n d  w a ll  o f  g u ita r  I a s s o c ia te  
w ith  N U F A N  a n d  ad d s  in  e le m e n ts  o f  
T e en  Id o ls  to  c re a te  a  r e a l ly  p u n c h y  
a n d  m e lo d ic  p u n k  so u n d . I t ’s  n o t 
re in v e n tin g  a n y th in g  b u t ta k e s  a  tr ie d  
a n d  te s te d  a p p ro a c h  a n d  u se s  it  to  w r ite  
s o m e  re a l ly  c a tc h y  s o n g s . I t  ta k e s  a  lo t 
fo r  m e  to  p a r t  w ith  h a rd  e a rn e d  c a sh  
a n d  p a y  s tu p id  in te rn a t io n a l p o s ta g e  
ra te s  th e se  d a y s , b u t th is  t im e  I w a s  
g la d  to  s u p p o r t th e  p o s ta l  w o rk e rs  to  
g e t h o ld  o f  a  c o p y  o f  th is . A n  e a rly  
c o n te n d e r  fo r  m y  an n u a l to p  ten . 
- R ic h  C o c k s e d g e  (S e lf - re le a s e d , 
th e p a la t in e s .b a n d c a m p .c o m )

PANICBURG CITY: S e lf - t i t le d : 12" EP
T h is  G e r m a n  b a n d  c i te s  H iis k e r  
D ii, T h e  C u l t ,  a n d  T h e  J a m  a s  th e i r  
in f lu e n c e s .  W h i le  th e  id e a  o f  h a v in g  
th o s e  th r e e  p a r t i c u l a r  b a n d s  a s  y o u r  
in f lu e n c e  i s n ’t  s o m e th in g  th a t  
r e a l ly  m a k e s  s e n s e  to  m e , i t ’s w e i r d  
b e c a u s e  I  c a n  to t a l l y  h e a r  e a c h  o f  
th o s e  b a n d s  in  P a n ic b u r g  C i t y ’s 
s o u n d . M o re  s p e c i f ic a l ly ,  I th in k  
th i s  b a n d  is  H t is k e r  D ii  in f lu e n c e d  
a t  i t s  c o r e ,  b u t  s p r in k le s  a  l i t t l e  o f  
T h e  C u l t  a n d  T h e  J a m  in  h e r e  a n d

g t o  r e c o r d s

O U T  N O W !

T h e  S e x y  M u r d e r s / D r i n k i n g  M e r c u r y  s p l i t  L P  G T G 1 0 8

C i t y  M o u s e  “ G e t  R i g h t ”  C S  G T G 1 0 6

J e r e m y  P o r t e r  a n d  T h e  T u c o s  

“ D o n ’t  W o r r y ,  I t ’s  N o t  C o n t a g i o u s ”  L P / C D  G T G 1 0 5

T h e  H a t  M a d d e r  “ R o t t i n g  O n  t h e  V i n e ”  L P / C D  G T G 1 0 4

J a s o n  P a u l  “ A  R e b e l  O n e ”  C S  G T G 1 0 3

T h e  P l u r a l s  “ S w i s h ”  L P / C D  G T G 1 0 1

E r o t i c  N o v e l s  ' T h e r e  I s  N o  L a n g u a g e  I n  O u r  L o v e "  L P  

C O M I N G  S O O N !

T O U R  D A T E S ,  M U S I C  A N D  M O R E  A T  G T G R E C O R D S . N E T

# G O A L S
f e a tu r in g  o r ig in a l m e m b e r s  of 

T h e  C irc le  J e rk s  
S a c c h a r in e  T ru s t

Y ea r o f t h e  D ra g o n  ( f t .  m e m b e r s  o f F is h b o n e )  
A v a ila b le  a t  f in e  r e t a i l e r s  n e a r  yo u  

a n d  o n lin e  a t  iT u n e s , A m az o n  & G o o g le P la y  
fo r  m o re  in fo : 

w w w .d c ja m re c o rd s .c o m
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th e r e .  I  a l s o  h e a r  w h a t  s o u n d s  to  m e  
l ik e  U 2  a n d  In te r p o l  ty p e  s o u n d s  o n  
a  c o u p le  o f  th e s e  s o n g s ,  a l l  w i th  a  
s l ig h t  p u n k  s h e e n  o v e r  th e  to p .  T h is  
is  d e f in i t e ly  w o r th  a  l i s t e n .
- M a r k  T w is tw o r th y  ( J a n M L , 
j  a n m l- r e c o r d s .d e )

PASTAW AYS:
T u n e s  o f  T e rro r  Vol 1: CDEP
P a s ta w a y s  is  a  C h ic a g o  p u n k  o u tf i t.  
I d e n t i f y in g  w i th  th e  M is f its  a n d  
R a m o n e s ,  P a s ta w a y s  c e r ta in ly  
e v o k e s  th e  s o u n d  o f  e a r l ie r  p u n k  
r e c o rd s .  T h is  s h o r t  r e le a s e  c o n ta in s  
j u s t  f o u r  s o n g s . T h e  f i r s t ,  “ B a s k e t  
L i f e ,”  is  a  fu n  a n d  e n e rg e t ic  t r a c k  w ith  
p o u n d in g  d ru m s  a n d  a  ru s h in g  v o c a l 
d e l iv e ry .  I in s ta n t ly  b e c a m e  e x c i te d  
f o r  w h a t  th i s  r e c o r d  h a d  to  o f f e r  
a f te r  h e a r in g  it . I w a s  d is a p p o in te d ,  
n o t  b e c a u s e  th e  s o n g s  to o k  a  tu r n  fo r  
a  w o r s e ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  th e y  s o u n d e d  
s o  r e m a rk a b ly  a l ik e .  T h e  f ir s t  th r e e  
s o n g s  h a v e  b e g in n in g s  so  s im i la r  I 
h a d  to  l i s t e n  to  th e m  tw ic e  to  m a k e  
s u r e  I w a s  n o t  l i s t e n in g  to  th e  o p e n in g  
t r a c k  o n  r e p e a t .  T h e  s o u n d  is  p la y fu l  
a n d  th e  p e r fo rm a n c e s  a re  t ig h t ,  
b u t  th e r e  is  a b s o lu te ly  n o  v a r ia t io n  
w i th in  th i s  p ro je c t .  H o p e f u l ly  th e  
b a n d  is  a b le  to  p r e s e r v e  i ts  e n e rg y  
w h ile  d iv e r s i f y in g  its  s o u n d  in  
f u tu r e  p ro je c ts ,  b e c a u s e  th e r e  t ru ly  
is  p o te n t ia l  h e re , b u t  th e  re le a s e  a s  a  
w h o le  is  e n t i r e ly  r e p e t i t iv e .  T h is  is  
a  n ic e  r e l e a s e ,  b u t  o n e  th a t  s im p ly  
d o e s n ’t  d e l iv e r  e n o u g h . - A n n a  F a r r  
( S e l f - r e l e a s e d ,  s to r e .c d b a b y .c o m /  
c d /p a s ta w a y s )

PATHOGENS, THE: P a t i e n t  Z e ro : EP
C in d e r  B lo c k  is b ac k ! 1 lo v e d  T ilt an d  
d e f in ite ly  h a v e  b e e n  o n  th e  lo o k o u t 
fo r  fe m a le  v o c a lis ts  w h o  c o u ld  b e l t  it  
o u t  e v e n  h a l f  as w e ll  a s  s h e  d o e s . T h is  
b a n d  is  a  s ix  p ie c e  o u t o f  th e  B ay —  
tw o  g u ita rs , fe m a le  a n d  m a le  v o c a ls , 
d ru m s , a n d  b ass . J e s se  L u s c io u s  
f ro m  B la tz  a n d  M a rk le y  H a r t f ro m  
E c o n o c h r is t  ro u n d  o u t th is  lin e u p  
to o . T h is  is  w h a t y o u  ca ll a n  E a s t 
B a y  su p e rg ro u p . C in d e r  a n d  Je s se  
c o n tr ib u te  tw o  so n g s  e a c h  ly rica lly , 
b u t b o th  le n d  o u t th e ir  ta le n ts  o n  a ll 
fo u r  tra c k s . In  th e  la s t  th i rd  o f  “ B e tte r  
B o th e r  Y o u ”  th e r e ’s a  b it in g  re fe re n c e  
to  th a t m o ro n  T ru m p  b e fo re  ju m p in g  
b a c k  in to  th e  lig h tn in g  q u ic k  e a r  w o rm  
o f  a  c h o ru s . O n c e  I sa w  th e  p e d ig re e  o f  
ta le n t  in  th is  b a n d , i t  w a s  a  n o  b ra in e r  
to  p re -o rd e r  th is  E P . I ’v e  s in c e  s p u n  it 
o v e r  a n d  o v e r  w ith  n o  s ig n s  o f  g e t tin g  
s ic k  o f  it. F a s t, c a tc h y  E a s t B a y  p u n k  
in  2 0 1 8 . F u ck . Y eah . F ir s t  h u n d re d  
c o p ie s  a re  o n  w h ite  /  p in k  sp la tte r , a n d  
th e  o th e r  fo u r  h u n d re d  o n  s ta n d a rd  
b la c k . A b so lu te ly  w o r th  p ic k in g  up . 
- K a y la  G re e t (1 9 8 6 ’d )

PATRICK CAMPBELL-LYONS:
“ O u t o n  th e  R o a d “ b /w  “1974“: T
P a tr ic k  C a m p b e ll-L y o n s  fro n te d  th e  
‘6 0 s  p s y c h  b a n d  N irv a n a . S o m e  o f  
N irv a n a ’s e x c e lle n t m a te r ia l h a s  b e e n  
r e is s u e d  rece n tly . T h is  s in g le  c o n ta in s  
tw o  m e llo w  s o n g s ; b o th  b o u n c y  
n u m b e rs  th a t w o u ld  b e  a t h o m e  n e a r  
th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a  s o u n d tra c k  o f  a 
m o to rc y c le  m o v ie . “ O u t o n  th e  R o a d ” 
h a s  a  d ro n e y  q u a l ity  a n d  s o f t v o c a l

d e liv e ry . “ 19 7 4 ”  is  a  li ttle  ju m p ie r  
b u t  m a in ta in s  th e  p a c e  o f  m o re  
u p b e a t V e lv e t U n d e rg ro u n d  so n g s . A  
m u s t fo r  U .K . fo lk ie s  a n d  V U  fan s . 
- B i l lu p s  A lle n  (M ig h ty  M o u th  M u sic , 
a lm o s tre a d y re c o rd s @ liv e .c o m )

PERVERTS AGAIN:
F rid a y  N ig h t L igh t: LP
I l iv e d  in  O h io  fo r  a  w h ile . I b o u g h t 
s o m e  o f  m y  f irs t re c o rd s  a t  V an  
L e u n e n s . I ’m  n o t a  n a t iv e , b u t  I  l iv e d  
th e re  lo n g  e n o u g h  to  k n o w  i t ’s a  
w e ird  a n d  w o n d e rfu l p la c e  A m e r ic a  
d o e s n ’t  a p p re c ia te  e n o u g h . W e h a v e  
d o c u m e n te d  p r o o f  th a t s o m e th in g  in  
th e  w a te r  th e re  p ro d u c e d  g re a t a rt. A ll 
th e  N e w  Y o rk  W a te r  A u th o r ity  ca n  
c la im  is  g o o d  b a g e ls . T h e  b a n d  p la y s  
s o lid  p u n k  d ru d g e ry  w ith  d r iv in g  
g u ita rs , s a rc a s tic  c y b o rg  d e liv e ry , 
a n d  s tra n g e  k e y b o a rd  sq u e a k in g . I ’d  
lik e  to  w r ite  th is  w h o le  re v ie w  a n d  
n o t  o n c e  m e n tio n  D e v o , b u t  P e rv e r ts  
A g a in  s u c c e e d  so  w e ll  a t d o in g  w h a t 
D e v o  d id  in  c re a tin g  a  w o r ld  a ro u n d  
th e ir  w e ird n e s s  th a t  th e y  s h o u ld  b e  
a p p la u d e d  fo r  it. T h e  m e c h a n ic a l O h io  
“ c ro n k ”  ca n  b e  re p ro d u c e d , b u t  to  
g iv e  th e  d e l iv e ry  m e a n in g  in  th e  w a y  
F r id a y  N ig h t L ig h t d o e s  is  b e y o n d  
w h a t th e  a v e ra g e  D e v o  c o p y c a t ca n  
m a n a g e . F r id a y  N ig h t L ig h t is  a  w e ird  
p u n k  w o r ld  o f  w h ic h  y o u ’ll  w a n t  to  
b e  a  p a r t . - B i l lu p s  A lle n  (T o ta l P u n k , 
f lo r id a s d y in g .c o m )

PHAT CARDINALS: G o o d  T im es: CD
I f  y o u  a re  lo o k in g  fo r  so m e  zany , 
w a c k y  g a ra g e  s tu f f  w ith  a  to u c h  o f  s u r f

th a t is  re p la c in g  th e  w o rd  “ se x ie s t” 
w h e re  D e a d b o lt  h a d  “ s c a r ie s t ,” 
th is  w ill b e  r ig h t u p  y o u r  a lley . T h e  
se x ie s t  b a n d  in  th e  w o r ld  o ffe rs  u p  
fo u r  so n g s  o f  f in e  b u t  u n m e m o ra b le  
g a ra g e -s ty le  so n g s . - M ik e  F ra m e  
( th e p h a tc a r d in a l s b a n d @ g m a i l .c o m , 
fa c e b o o k .c o m /th e p h a tc a rd in a ls )

P IS S JA R : A p a th y  & C h e a p  T h rills : T
P is s ja r  f ro m  S to c k h o lm  d e l iv e r  e ig h t 
fu n  tra c k s  o f  q u in te s se n tia lly  S w e d ish  
h a rd c o re  o n  th is  n e w  EP. K n o w n  fo r  
b e in g  c a tc h y  a s  h e ll, S w e d is h  c o re  h a s  
its  o w n  fe e l th a t  is  e a s i ly  r e c o g n iz a b le . 
O n  th is  re c o rd , y o u  g e t a  f in e  ta s te  o f  
th a t so u n d . T h e  ly r ic s  a re  in  E n g lis h , 
b u t  th e  m u s ic a l s ty lin g s  a re  d ire c tly  
in f lu e n c e d  b y  th e  S w e d is h  h a rd c o re  
o f  th e  p a s t. T h e re  a re  le a d  g u ita r  lin e s , 
b u t  it n e v e r  b o rd e rs  o n  m e ta l. D o n ’t  
le t  th e  n a m e  fo o l y o u . T h e re ’s n o th in g  
a p a th e tic  o r  c h e a p  g o in g  o n  h e re . 
H ig h ly  re c o m m e n d e d . - A r t  E t tin g e r  
(R e lig io u s  V om it, re l ig io u s v o m it. 
b a n d c a m p .c o m )

PISSW A TER PREACHERS: 
H o m e b a c k e d  M e th b la c k  M a g ic k : CD
P is s w a te r  P re a c h e rs  a re  a  n o -w a v e  ro c k  
g ro u p  f ro m  C in c in n a t i  th a t r e le a s e d  
its  d e b u t  a lb u m  la te  la s t y ea r. T h e  
ra m b lin g , fo lk y  h a rm o n ic a  a n d  v o c a ls  
in  “ P e n s a c o la  S to m p ”  a re  e v e n tu a lly  
o v e rs h a d o w e d  b y  a  se r ie s  o f  n o is e  
e ffe c ts , la y in g  th e  fo u n d a tio n  fo r  the  
to n e  o f  th e  a lb u m . “ S c h iz o p h re n ic  
L o v e  A f fa ir”  ta k e s  th e se  b iz a r re  
v o c a ls  t o  its  m o s t d iso r ie n tin g , w h ile  
tra c k s  l ik e  “ B a d  T rip ” s tre s s  th e  p u n k
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s id e  o f  its  so u n d . T h e  r e c o r d ’s c lo s in g  
tra c k s , “M e th  W h o re ”  a n d  “F u c k  a 
S c ie n tis t ,”  a re  th e  r e c o rd ’s le a s t v o c a l, 
m o s t ja z z -  a n d  f fe e -fo rm -in f lu e n c e d  
tra c k s . G en e ra lly , th is  a lb u m  d e liv e rs  
w h a t  th e  t i t le  im p lie s— g ru b b y  a n d  
d is o r ie n tin g  s o n g s  s o a k e d  in  a s o r t  o f  
s o u th e rn  so u n d . T h e  v o c a ls  a re  o ff- 
p u tt in g , a n d  th e  in s tru m e n ta tio n  is 
d is s o n a n t. T h e  ly r ic s  w e re  o b s c u re d  to  
th e  p o in t  o f  to ta l in c o h e re n c e  m o s t o f  
th e  tim e , s o le ly  e x p re s s in g  th e  p r im a l 
lu n a c y  o f  th e  s in g er. T h o u g h  se lf-  
in d u lg e n t a t tim e s , th e  p ro je c t c o m e s  
to g e th e r  in to  a  ro w d y  a n d  e n te r ta in in g  
lis te n  fo r  th o s e  in te re s te d  in  s o m e th in g  
o f fb e a t a n d  n o isy . I e n jo y e d  it, b u t it 
c e r ta in ly  i s n ’t  fo r  e v e ry o n e  - A n n a  
F a r r  (O c to m a tic  M e ta m o rp h )

PIZZASAURUS REX: T ra v e llin g  T oday  
o n  Y e s te rd a y 's  M a p s : CS
I n e v e r  h a d  th e  p le a s u re  to  c ro ss  p a th s  
w ith  B a rk e r  G e e , b u t  h is  lo ss  w a s  fe lt 
h a rd  b y  an  a w fu l lo t  o f  p e o p le  I c a re  
a b o u t— a n d  b y  a ll a c c o u n ts , h e  w as  
a  r ig h te o u s  d u d e . H e  w a s  a lso  in  th is  
h e re  b a n d  P iz z a s a u ru s  R ex , w h o m  
I b e l ie v e d  w o u ld  b e  a  jo k e y  ty p e  o f  
b a n d  b a s e d  o n  th e  n am e . I t ’s n o t. T h e  
m u s ic  h e re  is  b e a u tifu l a n d  h ea rtfe lt . 
T h e y  m a n a g e  to  f in d  th a t s w e e t 
s p o t b e tw e e n  T h e  D o u g h b o y s  a n d  
T iltw h e e l a n d  c a ll  i t  th e ir  o w n . O r  is  
it  b e tw e e n  D in o s a u r  J r  a n d  T e n em en t?  
O r  a ll o f  th e  a b o v e ?  T h e se  so n g s  w e re  
re c o rd e d  in  2 0 0 6 , b u t th is  c a ss e t te  h a s  
b e e n  re le a s e d  n o w  as  a  b e n e fit to  ra ise  
m o n e y  fo r  th e  B a rk e r  G ee  S c h o la rsh ip  
F u n d  so  h e a d  o n  o v e r  to  th e  B a n d c a m p

s ite  a n d  p ic k  it u p . - T y  S tra n g le h o ld  
(P iz z a s a u ru s  R e x , p iz z a s a u ru s re x . 
b a n d c a m p .c o m )

PLEITE: Im  G an g  Vor D ie  H u n d e : CS
E n j o y a b le , f ie rc e  p o s t-p u n k - in f lu e n c e d  
h a rd c o re . T h in k  s o m e th in g  a lo n g  th e  
l in e s  o f  P is s e d  J e a n s . T h e re ’s so m e  
n ic e  d iv e rs i ty  in  th e  fe e l o f  th e  so n g s: 
an g ry , y e t  th o u g h tfu l. T h e  v o c a ls  ta k e  
a  s e c o n d a ry  ro le  in  th e  b a n d , a c tin g  as  
te x tu re  ra th e r  th a n  d r iv in g  fo rc e . T h e  
re s u lts  a re  lo u d , b le n d e d , a n d  o p a q u e  
e n o u g h  to  c re a te  a  se n se  o f  w o n d er. 
I c a u g h t m y s e l f  f in d in g  n e w  so u n d s  
a f te r  e a c h  lis te n  o f  th is  ta p e . - B r y a n  
S ta tic  (T w is te d  C h o rd s , tw is te d -  
c h o rd s .d e )

PLEITE: Im  G an g  Vor D ie  H u n d e : LP
A  G e rm a n  b a n d  v e rg in g  o n  th e  
h e a v ie r  s id e  o f  p o s t-p u n k  b u t w ith  a  
to u c h  o f  m e lo d ic is m  ru n n in g  th ro u g h  
th e  so n g s . C o m p a r is o n s  to  fe llo w  
G e rm a n s  H a m m e rh e a d  w o u ld  n o t b e  
o u t o f  p la c e  a s  b o th  o u tfi ts  d is p la y  
th ic k , ed g y , a n d  a n g u la r  m u s ic a l tra its . 
P le i te  in c lu d e s  a  m e m b e r  o f  H e n ry  
F o n d a  a n d  a lso  c o v e rs  “D e u ts c h la n d  
d u  T a te r”  b y  th a t b a n d , g iv in g  it  a  
c le a n e r , le ss  a b ra s iv e  s o u n d  th a n  th e  
o r ig in a l. A n o th e r  g o o d  re le a s e  fro m  
T w is te d  C h o rd s . - R ic h  C o c k se d g e  
(T w is te d  C h o rd s , m a ilo rd e r@ tw is te d -  
c h o rd s .d e , tw is te d -c h o rd s .d e )

PREENING: S e lf - t i t le d : 7 "  EP
D is so n a n t, a rty , n o -w a v y  p u n k  
o u tta  O a k la n d . T h e  d ru m s /b a ss /s a x  
in s tru m e n ta l l in e u p  le n d s  a  b it  o f  a

ja z z b o  s h e e n  to  th e ir  tu n e s , a n d  i t ’s 
n o t to o  b it  o f  a  s tre tc h  to  im a g in e  
th e m  s h a r in g  a  b il l w ith  C lu b  F o o t 
O rc h e s tra  a n d  T u x e d o m o o n  b a c k  
in  th e  B a y  A r e a ’s s o -c a l le d  “ g lo ry  
d a y s .”  G re a t E P  h e re  th a t ta k e s  
o f f  o n  a  g o o d  s id e  ro a d  fro m  th e  
n o rm . - J im m y  A lv a ra d o  (P re e n in g , 
p re e n in g o a k la n d @ g m a il.c o m )

PROTON PACKS: C o n s p ira c y  ‘66: LP
C o n s p ira c y  ‘6 6  is  a  c o n c e p t r e c o rd  
w ith  so n g s  t i t le d  “ T h is  P la n  C a n n o t 
F a il ,” “ T o p -S e c re t S e c re t ,”  “ L o c k h e e d  
‘7 1 ,”  “ C o ld  W ar E x tra v a g a n z a ,”  a n d  
th e  lik e s , so  i f  y o u ’re  lo o k in g  to  s te w  
in  a n g s t o r  n e e d  a  s o u n d tra c k  to  p o u n d  
y o u r  f is ts  o f  fu ry , th is  a lb u m  a in ’t  th e  
o n e . H o w e v e r , i f  y o u ’re  lo o k in g  fo r  
s tra ig h tfo rw a rd  p o w e r  c h o rd  p o p  p u n k , 
riflfing o n  a  m ix  o f  th e  R a m o n e s  a n d  a  
s lo w e d -d o w n  S c re e c h in g  W e ase l, th is  
m ig h t ju s t  d o  it. - C a m y l le  R e y n o ld s  
(M o m ’s B a s e m e n t)

RAGING NATHANS: C h e a p  F a m e : CD
I ’v e  h e a rd  th is  b a n d ’s n a m e  th ro w n  
a ro u n d  a  lo t b u t I ’v e  n e v e r  h e a rd  th e m  
u n ti l  n ow . I c a n  su m  it u p  b y  sa y in g  
th a t th e y  p la y  m id - ’9 0 s  s ty le  p o p  p u n k  
re a l ly  w e ll . In c re d ib ly  w e ll . I f  I  h e a rd  
th is  tw e n ty -f iv e  y e a rs  a g o , I w o u ld  
h a v e  c o n s id e re d  th e se  g u y s  b e t te r  
th a n  m o s t o f  th e  b a n d s  th a t m a d e  it 
b ig  d o in g  th e  sam e  ty p e  o f  th in g . A h  
h e ll, w h o  a m  I k id d in g ?  I a m  e n jo y in g  
th is  r ig h t now . I c a n ’t  s a y  th a t I w o u ld  
g o  o u t o f  m y  w a y  to  p u t  th is  a lb u m  
o n , b u t i f  it  c a m e  o n , I  w o u ld n ’t g o  o u t 
o f  m y  w a y  to  tu rn  it o ff. N o w  w h e re

th e  h e l l d id  I p u t m y  c h a in  w a lle t?  
- T y  S tra n g le h o ld  (R a d  G ir lf r ie n d , 
ra d g ir lf r ie n d re c o rd s . s to re n v y .c o m )

RASH DECISION: K a ro sh i: LP/CD
R ap id -f ire  d ru m s , p u n c h y  b a s s lin e s , 
r a z o r  s h a rp  g u ita rs , a n d  d u a l v o c a lis ts  
h it  th e  g ro u n d  ru n n in g  o n  “ 9 0 0  
M in u te s ”  a t th e  s ta r t  o f  r e a l ly  fine  
a lb u m  fro m  th is  C o rn is h  fiv e  p ie c e . 
T h e  b a n d  m ix e s  u p  a p p ro a c h e s  th a t 
ta k e  in  d -b e a t , m e ta l , a n d — o n  th e  
e x c e lle n t “ T h e  S e a g u ll H a s  L a n d e d ”—  
a  m o re  U S H C  so u n d . T h e  u se  o f  tw o  
d is c e m ib ly  d if fe re n t v o c a lis ts  is  a  
m a jo r  p lu s  p o in t fo r  m e , as  it ad d s  
a  to u c h  o f  v a r ie ty  to  p ro c e e d in g s . 
I ’m  g u e s s in g  th a t R a s h  D e c is io n  is 
p e rh a p s  th e  f irs t p u n k  b a n d  to  in c lu d e  
a  re fe re n c e  to  E n y a ’s “ O r in o c o  F lo w ” 
in  a  so n g , a s  h e a rd  in  “M e d iu m  R a w .” 
T h is  is  o u t o n  m o re  la b e ls  th a n  ca n  
b e  f i t te d  in  h e re , so  I ’m  g o in g  w ith  
j u s t  th e  o n e , b u t  y o u  s h o u ld  b e  ab le  
to  g e t h o ld  o f  th is  w ith o u t m u c h  
tro u b le . - R i c h  C o c k s e d g e  (P u m p k in , 
p im p k in re c o rd s .c o .u k )

REAL KIDS, THE: T he K id s  - 1 9 7 4  
D em o s, T he R e a l  K id s  - 1 9 7 7 /7 8  
D em o s/L iv e : CD +  B o o k
L e n g th  re s tr ic tio n s  (I  th in k  th e  ti tle  
a lo n e  a te  u p  a b o u t h a l f  m y  th re e  
h u n d re d  w o rd  lim it)  w o n ’t  p e rm it 
g e t t in g  y o u  u p  to  s p e e d  o n  th e  R ea l 
K id s  1978  s e lf - t i t le d  d e b u t a lb u m ; 
in  th e  u n lik e ly  a n d  u n fo r tu n a te  e v e n t 
y o u  a re  n o t fa m ilia r  w ith  th is  id e a l 
sy n th e s is  o f  p u n k , p o w e r  p o p , a n d  
r o c k ’n ’ro ll ,  b u y  it a n d  d o u b le  b a c k

A l i c e  B a g  

“ B l u e p r i n t ”

D o n  G i o v a n n i  R e c o r d s
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h e re  w h e n  y o u ’re  ready . W e ’re  g o n n a  
s ta r t  w ith o u t y o u . A n y w a y , I ’v e  n e v e r  
se e n  a n y th in g  q u ite  lik e  th is  b e fo re —  
i t ’s a  2 0 0 -p a g e  C D  b o o k le t,  b o u n d  
lik e  a  b o o k , p lu s  a  g lu e d - in  C D — a 
s p ra w lin g  e p ic  m a rv e l d e ta il in g  n o t 
o n ly  th e  r is e  a n d  fa ll o f  th e  R e a l 
K id s , b u t a lso  th e  e a rly  B o s to n  sc e n e  
in  g e n e ra l a n d  J o h n  F e l ic e ’s m u s ic a l 
c a re e r  in  sp ec ific . M u sica lly , w h a t I 
fo u n d  m o s t a r re s tin g  w e re  d ie  e ig h t 
so n g s  o n  th e  c h u rc h  b a s e m e n t d em o  
fro m  1974 , w h e n  th e  b a n d  w e re  still 
h o b b lin g  a lo n g  a s  “T h e  K id s .” O n e  
g e n e ra lly  th in k s  o f  th e  R e a l K id s  as  
a  ta u t, e c o n o m ic a l u n it , b u t in  ‘7 4  th e  
K id s  w e re  b r in g in g  th e  T H U N D E R , 
d u d e . I n e v e r  re a l ly  s a w  th e  R e a l K id s / 
M C 5  c o n n e c tio n  b e fo re , b u t th e  K e ith  
M o o n -e s q u e , a re n a -d e m o lis h in g  k it­
p o u n d in g  a n c h o rs  a  s o u n d  w h ic h  th e  
b a n d ’s b a lls , g u ts , a n d  h e a r t  s e e m  to  
b e  p u s h in g  to w a rd s  K ic k  O u t th e  J a m s  
te rr ito ry , w h ile  th e ir  b ra in  tr ie s  to  
a n g le  it to w a rd s  B a c k  in  th e  USA o r  
m a y b e  th e  F la m in ’ G ro o v ie s  in s te ad . 
W h e n  th e  sc e n e  s h if ts  to  ‘7 7 /’78  
a n d  th e  s o u n d  a n d  s o n g s  m o v e  in to  
fa m ilia r  fo c u s , o n e  c a n ’t h e lp  b u t 
n o tic e  h o w  th e  d ru m s  g e t re le g a te d  to  
m e re  tim e  k e e p in g  a n d  f lo u rish e s  a n d  
w o n d e r  w h a t m ig h t h a v e  h a p p e n e d  
h a d  th e y  a r t ic u la te d  th e ir  ‘74  v is io n  
m o re  fu lly . W e ’re  o b v io u s ly  a ll 
g o in g  to  h a v e  to  b u y  th is . B E S T  
S O N G : R e g g a e ! ! !  R e g g a e ! ! !  B E S T  
S O N G  T IT L E : R e g g a e ! ! !  R e g g a e !! !  
F A N T A S T IC  A M A Z IN G  T R IV IA  
F A C T : R e g g a e !! !  R e g g a e !! !  -R e v . 
N o rb  (C ry p t, c ry p tre c o rd s .c o m )

RECONSTITUTE: S e lf- t itle d : CS
O h , s h i t  y e s . A  re s p o n s e  to  th e  
e le c t io n  o f  4 5 , th is  ta p e  is  fu c k in g  
b ru ta l  a n d  b e a u tifu l .  I t ’s fo u r  d r iv in g , 
p o l i t ic a l  s u p p lic a t io n s  th a t  a re  b i t in g  
in d ic tm e n ts  o f  a  s y s te m  w e  a l l  k n o w  
is  fu c k e d  u p . B u t b e c a u s e  o f  its  
w it ty  ly r ic is m  a n d  te m p o  s h if ts ,  it 
m a n a g e s  to  m o v e  f ro m , “ Y eah , n o  
s h i t  to  d u d e ,”  to , “ H o ly  fu c k , y o u ’re  
to ta l ly  r ig h t .”  L y r ic s  l ik e , “ w h e n  y o u  
h a v e  to  d e c id e  b e tw e e n  b e in g  w e ll  
a n d  p o o r , I ’ll  s a v e  th e  c o -p a y , d ig  m y  
o w n  g ra v e ” p ro b a b ly  w o n ’t  te ll  y o u  
a n y th in g  y o u  d o n ’t  k n o w  (o r  a l r e a d y  
a g re e  w ith )  b u t  th e  c le v e r  d ig s  a t  th is  
p a r t ic u la r  b r a n d  o f  A m e r ic a n  b u lls h i t  
(“ I ’v e  p r e p a re d  a  tre a ty , fo r  w h ic h  y o u  
w il l  s ig n . I t 's  tw e e t- le n g th ,  so  I k n o w  
y o u  c a n  r e a d  it” ) m a k e  it e n jo y a b le . 
A n d  in s te a d  o f  b e in g  a ll d r iv in g , 
a l l  p u s h e d  o u t, a ll th e  w a y , th e r e ’s 
s o m e  in te re s t in g  m o re  d e v e lo p m e n t 
s tu f f  a s  th e  s h o r t  ta p e  g o e s  o n . I ’m  
p re t ty  b lo w n  a w a y  b y  th e  la s t  s o n g , 
“ D ig g in g  fo r  C o a l ,”  w h ic h  I th in k  is  
a  p r o je c t  in  t r y in g  to  e x p lo r e  h o w  
a  m u s ic  e x p e r i e n c e  c a n  in v o k e  th e  
s a m e  p a c e  a n d  c h a rg e  o f  m in in g .  
I t  r u le s .  - T h e r e s a  W . (C r a s s  L ip s ,  
c r a s s l i p s r e c o r d s .b a n d c a m p .c o m )

RED DONS: G e n o c id e : 7"
T h e s e  c a ts  h a v e  lo n g  c a rv e d  th e i r  
o w n  n ic h e  w i th in  th e  n o n -R a m o n e s  
in f lu e n c e d  p o p p ie r  w in g  o f  p u n k . 
T h e s e  la te s t  tw o  a d d i t io n s  to  th e ir  
o e u v re  c o n t in u e  a lo n g  th e  s a m e  
p a th  p r e v io u s ly  t r o d — s la s h in g
d o w n s t ro k e d  m in o r  c h o rd s  o v e r

m id - te m p o  b e a ts  a n d  v o c a ls  th a t  
k n o w  th e i r  w a y  a ro u n d  a  g o o d  
m e lo d y . B o th  g e t  th e  h e a d  b o b b in g  
e a s i ly  w h i le  th e  m in d  m a rv e ls  a t  th e  
s w e ll  s o u n d s  th e  e a rs  a re  p ic k in g  
u p . A n o th e r  c o u p le  o f  r o c k e r s  h e re  
a n d  n o  f i l le r  to  d im in is h  th e  e f fo r t .  
- J im m y  A lv a ra d o  (M a n  In  D e c l in e ,  
m a n in d e c l in e  .l im ite d ru n .c o m )

RED KATE:
“ I r a q i  G i r l " b /w  “A m e r ic a n  Z o n e " : T
F o llo w in g  R e d  K a te ’s re c e n t  s p l i t  7 ” 
w ith  S t i f f  M id d le  F in g e rs , th is  s in g le  
k e e p s  th e  b a n d ’s m o m e n tu m  m o v in g  
in  th e  r ig h t  d ire c tio n . B o th  t r a c k s — a 
n e w  s o n g  a n d  a  T .S .O .L . c o v e r— a re  
s tr a ig h t-u p , p u n c h y  p u n k  ro c k  in  
w h ic h  th e  rh y th m  s e c t io n  re a l ly  d r iv e s  
th e m  a lo n g . “ I ra q i G ir l” in  p a r t ic u la r  
b e n e fi ts  f ro m  a  h e a v y  b a s s l in e  a n d  
a  r e p e t i t iv e  g u i ta r  r i f f  th ro u g h o u t , 
w h ils t  “ A m e r ic a n  Z o n e ”  is  t r e a te d  
w ith  e n o u g h  r e v e re n c e  w ith o u t it 
s e e m in g  lik e  a  p o in t le s s  c o p y . T h e re  
a re  ru m o rs  th a t  th is  K a n s a s  C ity  
o u tf i t  m ig h t  b e  h e a d in g  to  G e rm a n y  
la te r  in  th e  y e a r  fo r  a  fe w  s h o w s , so  1 
m ig h t  h a v e  to  g e t  m y  p a s s p o r t  o u t  fo r  
s o m e  tr a v e l l in g  to  m a in la n d  E u ro p e . 
- R ic h  C o c k s e d g e  (T o o  M u c h  R o c k , 
to o m u c h ro c k .c o m )

REG BLOOR:
S e n s o ry  I r r i ta tio n  C h a m b e r: CD
I f  C h u c k y  e v e r  ta k e s  b r e a k s  f ro m  
k i l l in g  p e o p le ,  I w o u ld  im a g in e  h e  
w o u ld  l i s t e n  to  th i s  a lb u m  o n  h is  d a y  
o ff . - S e a n  K o e p e n ic k  ( S e l f - r e le a s e d ,  
r e g @ re g b lo o r .c o m , r e g b lo o r .c o m )

RICKY HAMILTON W ITH THE 
VOIDBOYS: W e lc o m e  2  H ell: CS
N o t a t  a ll w h a t I e x p e c te d  fro m  th e  
c o v e r  a rt; I a s s u m e d  th is  w a s  a n o th e r  
h a rs h  n o is e  p ro je c t w ith  a  c o u p le  o f  
o s c il la to rs  p lu g g e d  in to  c h e a p  d e la y  
p e d a ls , b u t  in s te a d  I g e t s o m e  so r t 
o f  a r tsy  g a ra g e  in  th e  F ly in g  N u n  
tra d itio n . T h is  is  a  w e ird  b u t re f re s h in g  
lis te n , lik e  th e  S p its  d o in g  th e ir  ta k e  
o n  D in o s a u r  J r  w ith  so m e  w e ird -a s -  
fu c k  in s tru m e n ta tio n  th a t s o m e h o w  
n e v e r  s o u n d s  g im m ic k y . I ’ll b e t  th e se  
C le v e la n d  w e ird o s  a re  r e a l ly  in to  
th o s e  fu c k e d  u p  B e a c h  B o y s  a lb u m s  
w h e re  B r ia n  W ils o n  w a s  o u t o f  h is  
m in d  b u t th e se  g u y s  c a n  s til l w r ite  th a t 
h o o k  (a n d  fo r  a n y  in te re s te d  re a d e rs , 
S u r f ’s  U p  is  a b s o lu te ly  th e  b e s t B e a c h  
B o y s  L P ). T h e  c h o rd  p ro g re s s io n s  a re  
s im p le  a n d  th e  a r ra n g e m e n ts  a re  p re t ty  
to - th e -p o in t b u t th e r e ’s s o m e th in g  
a b o u t e v e ry  s o n g  o n  h e re  th a t  m a k e s  
it  a  d e n s e  g e m , w o r th  re v is i tin g . 
D e f in ite ly  th e  b e s t  th in g  I ’v e  h e a rd  
th is  m o n th . - I a n  W ise  (Q u a li ty  T im e , 
q u a l ity t im e re c o rd s @ g m a il.c o m )

RIK AND THE PIG S:
A C h ild 's  G a to r  LP
L a te - ’7 0 s  M id w e s te rn  p u n k  fee l w ith  
D ic ta to rs  a n d  m a y b e  a  b i t  o f  W a y n e  
C o u n ty ’s m o re  ra m b u n c tio u s  s id e  
p e p p e re d  in  fo r  te x tu re  f ro m  a  b a n d  
o u tta  th e  P ac if ic  N o r th w e s t. T h e y  
k n o w  th e  s o u n d  w e ll ,  a n d  h a m m e r  
a w a y  w ith  ab a n d o n , g iv in g  a lre a d y  
ro c k -s o lid  r if f s  e v e n  m o re  h e ft. D ro p  
th is  in to  a  t im e  m a c h in e  se t fo r  a  
fe w  d e c a d e s  b a c k  a n d  I c a n  se e  it

L I V E

f r o m  t h e
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fe tc h in g  b ig  m o n e y  fro m  th e  c o l le c to r  
s c h m u c k s  w h o  w o n ’t  p a y  th e m  th e  
s lig h te s t m in d  r ig h t now . T h e ir  lo ss , 
o u r  g a in , fu c k  ‘em . - J im m y  A lv a ra d o  
(T o ta l P u n k , f lo r id a s d y in g .c o m )

RIP ROOM: M o n s te r s :  CS
T h e se  s e lf -d e s c r ib e d  “w o u n d -u p  a rt 
p u n k s ” fro m  S an  F ra n c isc o  m ix  h ea v y , 
S lin t-e s q u e  p o s t-h a rd c o re  w ith  to u c h e s  
o f  th e  B -5 2 ’s c a m p y  re v e rb . T h e  so n g s  
a re  m o re  g ro o v y  th a n  tw itch y , b u t th e  
w h o le  th in g ’s s h o t th ro u g h  w ith  p u n k  
n e rv e s . I d ig  it. - C h r i s  T e rry  (r ip ro o m . 
b a n d c a m p .c o m )

RIVERSEDGE:
N e w  H o p e  fo r  th e  D e a d : CS
I a m  n o t s u re  h o w  to  c o m e  a t th is . 
T h e re  is  so  m u c h  g o in g  o n  w ith  th is  
b a n d , a n d  I  th in k  I lo v e  it a ll. F ir s t  
o f  a l l ,  R iv e r s e d g e  a re  a  fu z z e d -o u t, 
s n o tty  p u n k  b a n d  w h e re  y o u  ca n  
h e a r  th e  s n e e rs  d r ip p in g  th ro u g h  
th e  v o c a ls , b u t  th e re  is  h e a r t  th e re , 
a n d  th e  s o n g s  a re  so  c a tc h y . . .  O h , 
d id  I m e n tio n  th a t  th e re  is  an  o rg a n  
in  th e  m ix ?  T h e  c lo s e s t  I c a n  g e t to  
a  d e s c r ip t io n  w o u ld  b e  to  ta k e  an  
e a rn e s t ,  w o rk in g  c la s s  M id w e s te rn  
b a n d  a n d  f i l te r  it th ro u g h  F lo r id a  
v ia  A D D  R e c o rd s . T o u g h , w e ird , 
p le a s a n t ,  a n d  u rg e n t  a l l a t  o n c e . I ’m  
so ld !  - T y  S tra n g le h o ld  (L ife r  T a p es , 
l i f e r ta p e s l  .b a n d c a m p .c o m )

ROUND EYE: M o n s te r  V ision : CD
R o u n d  E y e ’s s o n g s  a re  a ll o v e r  th e  
m a p , to  s a y  th e  le a s t. T h e y  re f e r  to  
th e m s e lv e s  a s  e x p e r im e n ta l  f re a k

p u n k , b u t  th e  tra c k s  a r e n ’t th a t “o u t 
th e r e ”  p e r  se— m o s tly  s tr a ig h t­
fo rw a rd  t im in g  w ith  q u irk y  v o c a ls . 
S o m e tim e s  c o w p u n k , o th e r  tim e s  
s tr a ig h t  u p  r o c k ’n ’ro l l  s to m p e rs . 
T h e ir  m id - te m p o  n u m b e rs  s e e m  to  
c o m e  o f f  th e  b e s t ,  to  m e  a t  le a s t. I 
p r e s u m e d  th e y ’d  b e  C a n a d ia n  s in c e  
i t ’s  o n  S u d d e n  D e a th , b u t  a p p a re n tly  
th e y ’re  f ro m  S h a n g h a i . C o u ld ’v e  
fo o le d  m e . I le f t  p le a s a n tly  s u rp r is e d  
e i th e r  w ay . - S t e v e  A d a m y k  (S u d d e n  
D e a th , s u d d e n d e a th re c o rd s .c o m )

RULER: T i g e r "
b /w  “G im m e S o m e  N o i s e " :V
A  su rp r is e  I w a s n ’t  e x p e c tin g —  
n e w  b a n d  fe a tu r in g  F in k  fro m  
T e e n g e n e ra te /R a y d io s . F in k ’s n a m e  is 
w h a t g o t m y  a t te n t io n , b u t  th e  re s t  o f  
th e  b a n d  d e s e rv e s  m e n tio n , a  p e d ig re e  
fe a tu r in g  o th e r  J a p a n e s e  g a ra g e /p u n k  
lu m in a r ie s  ( in c lu d in g  a  Y o u n g  O n e  
a n d  a  R ip  O f f  R e c o rd s  a lu m n i) . I t ’s 
n o t as  m u c h  th e  f ire b a ll e x p lo s io n  
o f  s p e e d  a n d  b lo w n -o u t s o u n d  as 
T e e n g e n e ra te ; m a y b e  m o re  d r iv in g  
a n d  ra w  th a n  R a y d io s  (w h o  ro c k  in  
a  m o re  D ic ta to rs -e s q u e  v e in ) . T h e  
g u ita r  h a s  p le n ty  o f  lo w  e n d  w ith o u t 
b e in g  m u d d y  ( th in k  o f  th e  c ru n c h  o f  
a  G ib so n  S G ). S o , y o u r  m in d ’s e y e ’s 
e a r  s h o u ld  h a v e  a  g o o d  id e a  o f  w h a t 
to  e x p e c t. T h is  7 ”  is  lim ite d  to  tw o  
h u n d re d  in  th e  U .S . so  i f  y o u  h a v e n ’t 
g o tte n  it a lread y , y o u  m a y  h a v e  to  
b e  sa tis f ied  w ith  lis te n in g  to  it  o n  
B a n d c a m p . R u le r  is g o o d  fo r  w h a t a ils  
m e  th e se  d a y s  a n d  I h o p e  fo r  m o re , 
s o o n e r  r a th e r  th a n  la ter. - S a l  L u c c i

(S e c re t M is s io n , se c re tm is s io n re c o rd s . 
b a n d c a m p .c o m  /  M a n g ro v e )

RULER: “T ig e r"
b /w  “G im m e S o m e  N o is e " :  T
In  th e  la s t  fe w  m o n th s , m y  c o l le c t io n  
o f  S e c re t M is s io n  re le a s e s  h a s  
g ro w n  s te a d ily  w ith  th e  lik e s  o f  T h e  
F a d e a w a y s , B o y s  O rd e r , a n d  M .O .T .O . 
T h is  R u le r  7 ”  is  fu r th e r  p r o o f  th a t 
th e  la b e l c a n  d o  n o  w ro n g . B o a s tin g  
m e m b e rs  o f  le g e n d a ry  J a p a n e s e  p u n k  
o u tfits  T e e n g e n e ra te , R a y d io s , an d  
T h e  Y o u n g  O n e s , R u le r  d e l iv e rs  tw o  
fu r io u s  s tr ip p e d -d o w n  tu n e s  in  the  
v e in  o f  T e sto rs . F o r  o v e r  tw o  d e c a d e s , 
g u ita r is t  F in k  h a s  b e e n  tic k lin g  
e a rd ru m s  w ith  h is  r o c k in ’, s p a s tic  r iffs  
w h ile  th e  re s t  o f  th e  b a n d — R ay c o , 
O to y a , a n d  A z u — a re n ’t  s la c k e rs  
e ith e r ; th e y  e f fo r tle s s ly  h a rn e s s  c h a o s  
fo r  fiv e  h e a d -s p u m in g  m in u te s . A t  tw o  
so n g s , th is  7 ”  is  o n ly  a  s m a ll s a m p le  
o f  R u le r ’s tru e  p o w er. L e t ’s  h o p e  an  
L P  is  a ro u n d  th e  c o m e r. - S e a n  A re n a s  
(S e c re t M is s io n , s e c re tm is s io n re c o rd s . 
c o m  /  M a n g ro v e )

SCREAM ING FEMALES:
A ll a t  O n c e : 2 x L P
W h a t w o u ld  y o u  s a y  th e  li fe s p a n  o f  
a n  a v e ra g e  b a n d  is?  T h e re  h a s  to  b e  
a n  e q u iv a le n t lik e  d o g  y e a rs , b e c a u se  
b a n d s  im p lo d e  a ll th e  tim e  a f te r  s ix  
m o n th s , a  y e a r, a  to u r , a  s in g le  a lb u m : 
“O h , th is  b a n d  h a s  b e e n  to g e th e r  
fo r  a n  E P  a n d  a  to u r, so  th e y ’re  lik e  
th ir ty  in  h u m a n  y e a rs .”  S o  i t ’s  fu n n y  
to  th in k  a b o u t S c re a m in g  F e m a le s . 
I ’v e  b e e n  a  s lo b b e r in g , a n n o y in g ly

a d v o c a tiv e  fa n  s in c e  2 0 1 2 , w h e n  I g o t 
Ugly. A n y o n e  w h o ’s b e e n  to  m y  h o u s e  
s in c e  th e n  h a s  e n d u re d  m y  S c re a m in g  
F e m a le s  e v a n g e liz in g — b u t b y  th e  
t im e  I h e a rd  a b o u t th e m , th e y  w e re  
a lre a d y  s o m e th in g  lik e  sev e n  y e a r s  in . 
I w a s n ’t  c lu e d  in to  th e  f irs t f o u r  L P s , 
F r  ch r issa k e !  I t ’s a  m in o r  m ira c le  th a t 
th e y ’re  s til l  g o in g , c lo se  to  tw e lv e  
h u n d re d  s h o w s  la ter. A n d  i t ’s  e v e n  
m o re  m ira c u lo u s  th a t th e ir  n e w  d o u b le  
L P  A ll a t  O n c e  m ig h t b e  th e  b e s t  s tu f f  
y e t. A f te r  so  m u c h  tim e  to g e th e r , th e  
S c re m a le s  k n o w  w h a t w o rk s , a n d  
w h a t d o e s n ’t— a n d  h a v e  th e  u n c a n n y  
a b i li ty  to  s tre tc h  th e  fo rm e r  b e y o n d  
lis te n e r  e x p e c ta t io n s . I th in k  th e y ’re  
m o re  d y n a m ic  th a n  ev e r, w ith  ea c h  
m e m b e r  c o m in g  to  th e  fo re  a n d  
re tre a tin g  a s  n e e d e d . T h is  i s n ’t to  sa y  
th a t th in g s  h a v e  c h a n g e d  d ra m a tic a lly , 
b e c a u se  th e y  h a v e n ’t: M a r is s a  s til l 
u lu la te s  a n d  s h re d s , w ith  J a r re tt  a n d  
M ik e  a s  th e  re l ia b le  a n c h o rs . B u t a f te r  
so  lo n g , th e  b a n d  is  d e d ic a te d  o n ly  to  
w h a t m a k e s  th e m  h a p p y — th e  re a s o n  
fo r  th e ir  s u s ta in a b ili ty  a n d , o f  c o u rs e , 
fo r  th e ir  u tte r ly  in s p ir in g  a lb u m s  a n d  
(e s p e c ia lly )  liv e  sh o w s . T h e  g re a te s t. 
- M ic h a e l  T. F o u rn ie r  (D o n  G io v a n n i)

SEINE: S n o S n a :  CD
S e in e  is  a  C ro a t ia n  a l te rn a t iv e  b a n d  
th a t h a s  p u t o u t a  s le w  o f  r e le a s e s  s in c e  
2 0 1 4 . S n o  S n a  b e g in s  w ith  a  se r ie s  
o f  m e la n c h o lic  tra c k s , w h ic h  reac h  
p e a k  in  in te n s ity  a t “ P r iv a tn o  T ije lo .”  
“B u b a m a ra ”  fra c tu re s  th e  tra c k  lis t 
w ith  a  w a rm e r  a n d  h a p p ie r  m o o d , 
w ith  c o u n te r te n o r  v o c a ls  s e e m in g ly



in s p ire d  b y  T in y  T im . T h e  a lb u m  
f le sh e s  o u t its  d o w n tro d d e n  to n e  a  
b i t  m o re , b u t f in ish e s  o n  a  w is tfu lly  
p o s it iv e  n o te  w ith  “ L ju b a v .”  T h e  
v o c a l p e r fo rm a n c e s  a re  a  h ig h lig h t 
o n  th is  a lb u m , w h e re  th e  s in g in g  is 
e x p re s s iv e , b u t a lso  h u s h e d  an d  ta m e d . 
T h e  in s tru m e n ta tio n  th ro u g h o u t th is  
r e c o rd  is  a  b it  g e n e ric , b u t  g e n e ra lly  
m a tc h e s  th e  m o o d  o f  th e  v o c a ls  w e ll . 
T h e  m o o d  c u l tiv a te d  is  to u c h in g  ( i f  
n o t a  b it  d e r iv a tiv e  o f  p a s t  a l te rn a t iv e  
b a n d s ) , a n d  m o s t fa n s  o f  q u ie t  in d ie  
re c o rd s  c o u ld  p ro b a b ly  e n jo y  th is . 
- A n n a F  a r r (M o o n le e , m o o n le e re c o rd s . 
b a n d c a m p .c o m /a lb u m /s n o -s n a )

SETH ANDERSON: S e lf- t itle d : LP
T h e  f irs t tra c k , “ M o re  T h a n  K ille rs ,”  
q u ie tly  s n e a k s  in to  b e in g  a n d  se ts  a  
m e llo w  to n e  fo r  th e  re c o rd , th o u g h  
th e  re s t  o f  th e  so n g s  a re  m u c h  m o re  
th a n  ju s t  A n d e rs o n  a n d  h is  ac o u stic . 
T h e re ’s a  s o f t  s w e e tn e s s  to  h is  v o ic e  
w h ic h  a lso  c a rr ie s  a  b i t  o f  g ra v e l a n d  
tw a n g . B y  tra c k  tw o  th e  p a c in g  is 
k ic k e d  u p  a  n o tc h  o r  tw o  a n d  b y  th e  
th ird  h e ’s in c o rp o ra te d  a  w a rm  b ass  
to  ro u n d  o u t th e  so u n d . L a te r  in  th e  
r e c o rd  w e  g e t p ia n o , o rg a n , a  d o b ro  
re s o n a to r  g u ita r , a n d  a  m u lti tu d e  o f  
in s tru m e n ts  a n d  h a rm o n ie s  f ro m  J o e y  
C a p e . T h e  s o n g s  th a t A n d e rs o n  b r in g s  
fo r th  a re  e a rn e s t a n d  c o n ta in  a  ly r ic a l 
d e f tn e s s  to  th e m . E v e n  w h e n  h e  h its  
th e  l is te n e r  w ith  a g e  o ld  b a l la d s  o f  
fa l lin g  in  lo v e , I ’m  s w e p t u p  w ith  
l in e s  lik e , “T h e  ra in  fe ll h a rd  ju s t  
lik e  y o u r  f is ts ,”  an d , “ T o n ig h t w e ’re  
g o n n a  go  fro m  f r ie n d s  to  o th e rs ,”  b o th

fo u n d  in  “ P h e ro m o n e .”  T h e  im p e tu s  
o f  J o e y  C a p e ’s O n e  W e ek  R e c o rd s  
is  th a t an  a r tis t o r  b a n d  sp e n d s  s e v e n  
d a y s  in  h is  s tu d io  a n d  w a lk s  o u t w ith  
a  fu lly  f le sh e d  o u t a lb u m . I t ’s  c le a r  
f ro m  th e se  te n  tra c k s  th a t A n d e rs o n  
u s e d  h is  tim e  w e ll . I  r e c o m m e n d  
g e t tin g  th e  v in y l v e rs io n  a s  th e  c lic k s  
a n d  p o p s  fro m  th e  n e e d le  o n  w a x  
c o n tin u e s  to  a d d  a tm o s p h e re  to  th e se  
so n g s . - K a y la  G re e t (O n e  W eek , 
o n e w e e k re c o rd s .c o m  /  L i ttle  R o c k e t, 
li t t le ro c k e tre c o rd s .c o m .u k )

SEX PRISONER /  HARM DONE:
S p lit: LP
A  s tro n g  c o n te n d e r  fo r  m o s t 
c o n s is te n tly  g o o d  m o d e m  d a y  
p o w e rv io le n c e  b a n d , P h o e n ix ’s 
S e x  P r is o n e r  c o n tin u e  to  s e rv e  b ig  
h e a p in g s  o f  w h o o p  a ss . N o  C o m m e n t, 
S u p p re s s io n , D e s p is e  Y ou  a re  a  w a y  
o f  life , m y  fr ie n d s , a n d  S ex  P r is o n e r  
k n o w  it. M y  o n ly  c o m p la in t is  th a t 
th e ir  o f fe r in g s  a re  to o  s h o r t  to  b e  on  
a  12” . H a rm  D o n e  s ta r t th e  p it  w ith  
a n  e x tre m e -m u s ic  b li tz  a k in  to  th e  
m a d n e s s  p re v io u s ly  e n c a p su la te d  on  
C o n v e rg e ’s F o re v e r  C o m e s  C ra s h in g . 
I f  y o u ’re  k e e n  o n  m e ta lc o re , 
g r in d c o re , a n d  p o w e rv io le n c e  th e n  i t ’s 
s a fe  to  s a y  th e y ’v e  g o t y o u  co v e re d . 
W o rth y  o f  re p e a t lis te n s  b u t w a tc h  o u t 
fo r  th a t m isc h ie v o u s  lo c k e d  g ro o v e  
o n  H a rm  D o n e ’s s id e  o f  th e  sp lit: I 
lo s t a  r e c o rd  p la y e r  o n c e  b e c a u se  th e  
p la t te r ’s  m o to r  g a v e  o u t a f te r  I le f t th e  
h o u s e  n o t k n o w in g  th e re  w a s  a  lo c k e d  
g ro o v e  o n  an  Is is  re c o rd . F a ir ly  w a rn e d  
b e  th e e , s ay s  I. - J u a n  E s p in o s a  (D eep

S ix , d e e p s ix re c o rd s .c o m  /  T o  L iv e  A  
L ie , to l iv e a lie .c o m )

SHAM E: S o n g s  o f  P r a is e :  CD/LP
N o rm a lly  th e  th o u g h t o f  y e t  a n o th e r  
b a n d  p la y in g  p o s t-p u n k  in  th is  d a y  
a n d  a g e  w o u ld  c a u se  m e  to  s ig h  a n d  
ro ll  m y  ey e s . Y et I w a s  p le a s a n tly  
su rp r is e d  i f  n o t  e n th u se d  b y  S o n g s  o f  
P r a is e .  “ O n e  R iz la ”  is  a  s u n -so a k e d  
g e m  fo r  s u m m e r  w ith  r if fs  th a t s o u n d  
as  th o u g h  th e y ’re  h e a v ily  in f lu e n c e d  b y  
J o y  D iv is io n . “ G o ld  H o le ”  is  in d e b te d  
to  T h e  R o ll in g  S to n es . T h e  w h o le  
a lb u m  g iv e s  a  b ig  n o d  to  B r it is h  p o s t­
p u n k  ac ts  lik e  G a n g  O f  F o u r  a n d  T h e  
F a ll , w h ile  a t tim e s  a lso  re m in is c e n t 
o f  R ite s  O f  S p rin g . I t ’s  s e n s itiv e  b u t 
a lso  h a s  m u s c le  a n d  th a t ’s  lik e ly  d u e  
to  th e  fa c t th a t th e r e ’s an  a g g re s s io n  
th a t in h e re n tly  c o m e s  w ith  th e  y o u th  
o f  th e  b a n d  m e m b e rs  ( th e y ’re  all u n d e r  
tw e n ty -o n e ) . G o  w a tc h  v id e o s  o f  th is  
B r it is h  f iv e -p ie c e  o n lin e  o r  se e  th e m  
liv e . I ’v e  s e e n  h a rd c o re  p u n k  b a n d s  
th a t b r in g  le ss  in te n s ity  th a n  S h am e . 
F o r  a  g e n re  th a t is n o rm a lly  p a s s iv e , 
S h a m e  h a s  g iv e n  it s o m e  fe ro c i ty  a n d  
e d g in e s s  in  a n  e n tire ly  u n -c l ic h e  w ay . 
T h is  w ill d e f in ite ly  e n d  u p  as  o n e  o f  
th e  to p  a lb u m s  o f  th e  y e a r  fo r  m e . 
- K u r t  M o rr is  (D e a d  O c e a n s )

SHARK TOYS: L a b y rin th s : LP
L o s  A n g e le s ’s m o d e m  p o s t-p u n k  
s w e e th e a r ts  a re  all in  w ith  th is  sk ro n k y , 
ja n g ly  fu ll - le n g th . I f  th e  c la s s ic  
sk in n y  tie  L .A . p o w e r  p o p  s o u n d  is 
a  b e a t  u p  V H S  ta p e , D a n ie l a n d  c re w  
a re  le a n in g  o v e r  in  f ro n t o f  th e  V C R

jo y fu l ly  tu rn in g  th e  tra c k in g  b a c k  a n d  
fo r th , s e e in g  h o w  fu c k e d  u p  th e y  ca n  
m a k e  it. G lo ry  b e  th e  d a m a g e d  b ra in s  
th a t m a k e  th e  d a m a g e d  m u s ic  fo r  all 
th e  o th e r  c re t in s  to  b o u n c e  a ro u n d  to . 
S h a rk  T o y s  a n d  In  T h e  R e d  a re  b o th  
m a k in g  L .A . p ro u d  w ith  th is  on e . 
- D a r y l  ( In  T h e  R e d )

SIDETRACKED /  RABID PIGS: S p lit: 7"
N o t s in c e  th e  H u m m in g b ird  O f  
D e a th /B e a r tra p  s p lit  5 ”  h a v e  I h e a rd  
su c h  a  b lis te r in g  s p lit  re le a s e . O n  s id e  
A , S id e tra c k e d , in  a n  e ffo r t to  b re a k  
th e  la n d  s p e e d  re c o rd , b la s ts  th ro u g h  
te n  so n g s  in  le ss  th a n  tw o  m in u te s . 
I t ’s f ra n k ly  a w e - in s p ir in g  a n d  a  little  
d u m b , b u t th a t’s w h a t I lo v e  a b o u t it. 
A f te r  a  h a n d fu l o f  l is te n s , I ’m  still 
n o tic in g  w r is t- s h a tte r in g  d ru m  fills  
th a t le a v e  m e  g o b sm a c k e d . W h e n  
c o m p a re d  to  S id e tra c k e d , R a b id  P ig s  
s o u n d s  d o w n r ig h t le isu re ly . S id e  B 
o p e n e r  “N o  E s c a p e ” is  lo n g e r  th a n  
S id e t ra c k e d ’s te n  so n g s  p u t to g e th e r. 
A lth o u g h  R a b id  P ig s ’ b ra n d  o f  
c h u g g y  p o w e rv io le n c e  d o e s n ’t  tic k le  
m y  fan cy , I ’m  im p re s se d  b y  th e  fa c t 
th a t th e  “b a n d ”  is  o n e  p e rso n : G re g g  
H a rr in g to n . A lso , H a r r in g to n ’s s lo g a n , 
“R o o t B e e r  P o w e re d  V io le n c e ,”  m a k e s  
m e  sm ile . E x c e lle n t re le a s e  a ll a ro u n d . 
- S e a n  A re n a s  (R o tte n  To T h e  C o re , 
r tc re c o rd s .b lo g s p o t.c o m )

SIM PLY SAUCER:
C y b o rg s  R e v is i te d : 2  x  LP
H e re ’s an  e x h a u s t iv e  d o u b le  L P  
c o m p ila tio n  o f  S im p ly  S a u c e r ’s 
C y b o rg s  R e v is i te d  L P  re le a s e d  w ith  a



b o n u s  liv e  L P  in  a  r e a l ly  n ic e  g a te fo ld  
p a c k a g e . A  n u m b e r  o f  d if fe re n t la b e ls  
h a v e  re le a s e d  th is  o v e r  th e  y e a rs , b u t 
th is  In  T h e  R e d  R e c o rd s  d o u b le  L P  
v in y l re le a s e  is  r e a l ly  n ic e . M u sica lly , 
S im p ly  S a u c e r  a re  d ie  tru e  d e f in itio n  
o f  ‘7 0 s  p ro to -p u n k  to  m e ; d iffe re n t 
th a n  s o m e  o f  th e  o th e r  o r ig in a l e a rly  
p u n k  in f lu e n c e rs— in  th e ir  c a se  as 
th e r e ’s a lso  a  h e a lth y  d o s e  o f  k ra u t-  
ro c k - is h  w e ird n e s s  m ix e d  in  too . T h is  
is  th e  ty p e  o f  re le a s e , w h ic h , fo r  y e a rs  
h a s  s e e m e d  to  s im m e r  j u s t  b e lo w  
th e  s u rfa c e , is  s lo w ly  g a in in g  a  c u l t 
fo llo w in g . N o w , th is  r e c o rd  is  f in a lly  
g e t tin g  a  lo n g  o v e rd u e  tim e  to  sh in e . 
- M a r k  T w is tw o rth y  (In  T h e  R ed , 
in th e re d re c o rd s .c o m )

SINCERE ENGINEER:
R h o m b ith ia n : CD
I ’v e  b e e n  li s te n in g  to  th is  r e c o rd , o r  
s o m e th in g  f ro m  it, o n c e  a  w e e k  s in c e  
it c a m e  o u t  a n d  w a s  s o  s to k e d  to  se e  
it in  m y  re v ie w  p ile , e s p e c ia l ly  s in c e  
I n e v e r  m a n a g e d  to  g e t  to  th e ir  s e t  a t 
F e s t la s t  y e a r  ( th o u g h  I w il l  se e  th e m  
w ith  L a r ry  A rm s  s o o n ) . A n y w a y s , 
w h a t’s  th e  b ig  d e a l a b o u t  D e a n n a  
B e lo s  s o n g s ?  T h e y  s e e s a w  b e tw e e n  
w a y -g la r in g  h o n e s ty  a n d  n o t  g iv in g  a  
fu c k . S h e  e v e n  r e p e a ts  th a t  s e n tim e n t 
in  “ O v e rb i te ,”  s in g in g  a b o u t  h o w  sh e  
c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a  d o c to r  i f  s h e  re a l ly  
c a re d  e n o u g h . T h e  v e ry  n e x t  tr a c k  
is  a b o u t  h o w  s h e ’s g o n n a  ig n o re  th e  
a d v ic e  o f  h e r  b e s t  f r ie n d s  a n d  fu c k  
s o m e th in g  u p  a g a in . B u t  h e r e ’s th e  
k e y  to  th e  w h o le  s o n g : “ I ’m  s ic k  
o f  fe e l in g  s tu c k , j u s t  b e c a u s e  I ’m

to o  a f r a id  o f  f a l l in g  b a c k .”  F ro m  a 
d is ta n c e  o n e  m ig h t  g e t  th e  id e a  th a t  th e  
m a in  th e m e  o f  th e s e  s o n g s  is  a p a th y  
a n d  d e p re s s io n . B u t  th e y  tr u ly  c o m e  
f ro m  a n  a m b itio u s  a n d  c a r in g  m in d  
w h o  h a s  b e e n  th ro u g h  o n e  to o  m a n y  
le t  d o w n s , o n e  to o  m a n y  d is a p p o in te d  
b e n d e rs . L is te n in g  to  D e a n n a  g ro w l 
o u t  th e  w o rd s ,  “ I  a m  n o th in g  /  I ’m  
j u s t  a n  e m p ty  b o tt le  s h a t te r in g ,”  is  a 
b i t  o f  a  h e a r t  b r e a k  a n d  a  b i t  o f  an  
in s p ira tio n . T h e r e ’s s o m e th in g  a b o u t 
h e a r in g  o th e r s  ta c k le  th e  d a rk e r  p a r ts  
o f  l i fe  th a t  m a k e  m e  d re a m  re a l b ig  
a n d  f lo a t b a c k  to  re a l ity , b u t  w ith  a n  
e x t ra  s p a rk  a n d  d e te rm in a t io n .  Y eah , 
th e s e  s o n g s  a re  a  g u t p u n c h  a n d  a 
k ic k  in  th e  a s s . I  w il l  a d d  th a t  i t ’s 
b e e n  in te re s t in g  g e t t in g  s tru c k  b y  th is  
r e c o rd  w h ile  I w a s  s ti l l  d r in k in g ,  a n d  
th e n  g e t t in g  to  k n o w  it a g a in  so b er. 
T h e re  a re  s o m e  re a l  g e m s  in  th e re  fo r  
b o th  s id e s  o f  th e  c o in , i f  th a t ’s  w h a t  
y o u ’re  lo o k in g  fo r. - K a y la  G re e t  
(R e d  S c a re )

SIXBREW BANTHA: B ligh t: 12"
C a n a d a ’s p ro lif ic  g r in d  o u tfi t re tu rn  
w ith  a  r e f re s h in g  12”  w o r th  o f  p re c is e  
a n d  c a lc u la te d  d e a th - tin g e d  g rin d . 
T h e y  s o m e h o w  p e r fe c tly  s tra d d le  th e  
lin e  b e tw e e n  te c h n iq u e  a n d  b ru ta lity , 
w h ic h  is  a  h a rd  fe a t th is  d e e p  in to  a  
c a ta lo g . F a n s  o f  th e ir  e a r l ie r  re c o rd s  
sh o u ld  ta k e  n o te — a n d  i f  y o u ’re  n o t o n  
th e  b a n d w a g o n  y e t— th is  is  a s  g o o d  a 
s ta r t in g  p o in t a s  a n y  as  th is  r e c o rd in g  
is  w o r th  a  l is te n , e v e n  i f  y o u ’re  n o t th e  
g r in d  a fic io n a d o . - I a n  W ise  (T o  L iv e  
A  L ie )

SLAUGHTER BOYS: S e lf - t i t le d ; 7 "  EP
G iv e n  th e  b a n d ’s u n in s p ire d  n a m e  a n d  
th e  fa c t th a t th e  p h ra s e  “ S a n  D ie g o  
R o c k ’n ’R o ll”  w a s  in s c r ib e d  m o re  th a n  
o n c e  o n  th e  re c o rd  a n d  a c c o m p a n y in g  
n o te , .1 im a g in e d  m y  o p tio n s  fo r  h o w  
th is  b a n d  m ig h t s o u n d  fe ll s q u a re ly  
b e tw e e n  S la u g h te r  &  T h e  D o g s  a n d  
re g u la r  S lau g h te r . I w a s  p le a s a n tly  
s u rp r is e d  w h e n  th e y  tu rn e d  o u t to  b e  
a  c o m p le te ly  a c c e p ta b le  a d m ix tu re  o f  
m e lo d ic  ‘7 0 s  B r it -p u n k  so u n d s  lik e  
C h e lse a  w ith  m o re  g ru n t- ro u s in g  e a rly  
‘8 0 s  B rit -p u n k  so u n d s  lik e  B li tz  (b u t 
le ss  y e l ly ) , a l th o u g h  th e  b a n d , to  th e ir  
c re d it, n e v e r  a c tu a lly  re a l ly  s o u n d s  lik e  
th e y ’re  f ro m  B r ita in , w h ile  th e  r e c o rd  
s le e v e  lo o k s  m o re  lik e  s o m e th in g  a  
S an  F ra n c isc o  in d u s tr ia l la b e l w o u ld  
h a v e  d o n e  in  1981 . P e o p le  w o u ld  h a v e  
p ro b a b ly  p o p p e d  b ig  b o n e rs  o v e r  th is  
o n e  in  1983 , a n d  I ’m  fa ir ly  im p re s se d  
w ith  it  in  w h a te v e r  y e a r  th is  is  now . 
B E S T  S O N G : “D o g m a tic .”  B E S T  
S O N G  T IT L E : “ R o t.”  F A N T A S T IC  
A M A Z IN G  T R IV IA  F A C T : I th in k  
“ a d m ix tu re ”  m e a n s  p re t ty  m u c h  th e  
s a m e  th in g  a s  “ m ix tu re ,”  I j u s t  u s e d  
th a t w o rd  to  b e  a  d o u c h e . -R e v .  N o rb  
(S e lf - re le a s e d )

S M U D JA S , THE:
W h a t W e H a v e  I s  T oday : LP
W ow , th is  is  r ig h t  in  m y  w h e e lh o u se !  
T h e  S m u d ja s  a re  f ro m  I ta ly  a n d  o f fe r  
a  m ix  o f  m e lo d ic  p u n k  w ith  m id -  
’9 0 s  D IY  e m o  tin g e s . T h e  s o n g s  
a re  s u n g  in  E n g l is h  w ith  p e r s o n a l  
ty p e  r e la t io n s h ip -b a s e d  ly r ic s , 
w h ic h  c o m e  o f f  a s  u l t im a te ly  frill o f

m e a n in g  w ith o u t  b e in g  c h e e sy . T h is  
e s s e n t ia l ly  s o u n d s  l ik e  e v e ry th in g  in  
th e  w o r ld  th a t  I lik e  w h ile  u l t im a te ly  
a lso  s o u n d in g  lik e  n o th in g  I h a v e  e v e r  
l ik e d  b e fo re — fa m ilia r , y e t  o r ig in a l  
a n d  fre s h  s o u n d in g . I t ’s  n o  s u rp r is e  to  
r e a d  th a t  th e y  p r e v io u s ly  to u re d  w ith  
th e  U .K . b a n d  W ild  A n im a ls , w h o  
a re  g re a t  a s  w e ll .  R e c o m m e n d e d . 
- M a r k  T w is tw o r th y  (A d a g io  8 3 0 , 
a d a g io 8 3 0 .d e )

SNARKY: S e lf - t i t le d : CS
R e g io n  ro c k  p u n k s  d r in k in g  R e d  
D a g g e r  w in e  l is te n in g  to  th e  C a n  o f  
P o r k  c o m p ila tio n . T h e re ’s y e l l in g , 
s in g in g , th ra sh in g  fu z z e d -o u t c h o rd  
s tru m s , s in g le -n o te  p ic k in g  h o o k s , 
a n d  m o re . S n a rk y  tru ly  ru n s  th e  
g a m u t, a l te rn a t in g  s ty le s  ( c h e c k  th e  
le a p  fro m  T h in  L iz z y  d u a l le a d s  a t  th e  
e n d  o f  “ 7 8 ”  in to  th e  tw itc h in g  sn o t-  
f e s t  o f  “ T a ttle T a le ”  th a t  i t s e l f  c o n ta in s  
a  b a d - tr ip  b r id g e )  b e tw e e n  e v e ry  tra c k  
w h ile  m a in ta in in g  tru e  p u n k  v is io n . 
D o  y o u r s e l f  a  fav o r. - M a t t  S e w a rd  
(L ife r , l i fe r ta p e s .b ig c a r te l)

SO N G S FOR SNAKES:
C ry s ta l V ap o u r F ig u re : LP
M e  la s t  is su e : “T h is  S o n g s  F o r  S n a k e s  
7 ”  is  g o o d ! I w a n n a  h e a r  m o re .” 
R a z o rc a k e  H Q : “ S a y  n o  m o re , fa m .”  
T h is  te n - s o n g  L P  c o n tin u e s  w ith  th e  
B a y  A re a  b a n d ’s silty , B o b  M o u ld -  
in s p ire d  p u n k . T h e  g u ita rs  c o m e  in  lu sh  
la y e rs , th e  d ru m s  c ra s h , a n d  th e  v o c a ls  
b ra y  a b o v e  i t  a ll. S o m e tim e s  th e  so n g s  
s lo w  d o w n  a n d  e x p a n d  fo r  lo n g e r , 
m o o d ie r  j a m s  th a t b r in g  J a w b re a k e r ’s
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“ B iv o u a c ” to  m in d . I lik e  th e  fa s t 
o n e s  b e tte r , b u t th is  r e c o rd ’s a  h it th a t 
tra n sc e n d s  its  in flu e n c e s . - C h r i s  T e rry  
(so n g s fo rs n a k e s .b a n d c a m p .c o m )

SPECIAL MOVES: J a n u a r y :  CS
F ro m  w h a t I c a n  te ll ,  th is  is  a  so lo  
p ro je c t. D e fin ite  lo -f i /b a se m e n t 
re c o rd in g . M id - te m p o , b r ig h t ly  
r e c o rd e d  p o p  s tu f f  w ith  a  b it  o f  a 
s e r ra te d  ed g e , lik e  i f  th e  S u p e rc h u n k  
fo lk s  w e r e n ’t  th e  s e a s o n e d  v e ts  
th e y  a re  n o w  an d — fu ll o f  y o u th fu l 
a b a n d o n — ra n  th e ir  v o c a ls  th ro u g h  a 
p ro c e s s o r  a n d  re c o rd e d  s tu f f  liv e  o n  a 
fo u r- tra c k  w ith  o n e  m ic  a n d  c a lle d  it 
g o o d . T h e re ’s a  c e r ta in  ch a rm . - K e i th  
R o s so n  (R e fle c tiv e  T a p es)

SPELLS: B ig  B o rin g  M e e t in g :T
I t ’s b e e n  o v e r  a  y e a r  s in c e  D e n v e r ’s 
S p e lls  r e le a s e d  th e ir  L P  S ta y in g  
In  >  G o in g  O u t, w h ic h  I  f r e a k e d  
o u t o v e r  b a c k  in  is s u e  9 6 . O n  B ig  
B o r in g  M e e t in g , S p e lls  h a v e  re tu rn e d  
to  b e w itc h  o u r  e a rs  w ith  m o re  o f  
th e ir  u n iq u e  b le n d  o f  m e lo d ic  y e t 
s im u l ta n e o u s ly  g r i t ty  g a ra g e  p u n k . 
E v e ry th in g  I lo v e d  a b o u t  th e  b a n d ’s 
p r e v io u s  r e le a s e s  is  h e re . I d o n ’t 
k n o w  h o w  th e  b a n d  m a n a g e s  to  
c o n ju re  u p  s u c h  m a g ic a l s o n g w r i tin g  
w ith  e a c h  re le a s e ,  b u t  th e re  a re  
h y p n o tiz in g  r i f f s  a n d  e n c h a n tin g  
v o c a l h a rm o n ie s  p a c k e d  in to  e v e ry  
tra c k . T h e  s ix  t r a c k s  o n  B ig  B o r in g  
M e e t in g  le a n  m o re  o n  th e  r o c k in ’ 
s id e  o f  th e  b a n d ’s so u n d , a s  in  th e  
t i t le  tr a c k , a n d  m y  fa v o r i te  t r a c k , “ I 
W a n n a  K n o w ,” w ith  its  ja n g ly  s u r f

g u ita r  r if f s . A f te r  th e  f ir s t  l is te n , y o u  
w ill  b e  p o s s e s s e d  in to  s in g in g  a lo n g . 
I d o n ’t k n o w  w h a t  c ry p t ic  r i te s  I ’ll 
h a v e  to  c a s t  to  g e t S p e lls  to  c o m e  h e re  
o n  to u r , b u t  y o u ’d  b e t te r  b e l ie v e  I ’ll 
b e  p r a c t ic in g  m y  in c a n ta t io n s .  - P a u l  
J. C o m e a u  (S n a p p y  L i tt le  N u m b e rs , 
s n a p p y li t t le n u m b e rs .b lo g s p o t .c o m )

SRIRACHA-CHAS, THE: S e lf- t itle d : CD
H e lm e d  b y  R a z o rc a k e  c o n tr ib u to r  
K e v in  D u n n , T h e  S r ir a c h a -c h a s  a re  
m id  te m p o  p u n k  w ith  g r u f f  v o c a ls  
a n d  c re a t iv e  t im e  s ig n a tu re s . S o m e  
o f  th e ir  s o n g s  a re  g o o fy  ja m s  lik e  
“ B a rb e d  W ire ,”  w h e re in  th e y  s in g  
a b o u t  th e  sh a rp  f e n c e  to p p e rs  in  
th e ir  u n d e rp a n ts . T h e  v e ry  n e x t  tr a c k  
c o m e s  o u t s w in g in g  w ith  a  r a u c o u s  
r if f ,  s c re e c h e s  a lm o s t to  a  s to p  in  th e  
v e r s e s , a n d  th e n  p ic k s  u p  th e  p r io r  
m o m e n tu m  w h e n  la u n c h in g  in to  
th e  c h o ru s  s c re a m in g , “ G o tta  tu rn  i t  
u p  /  ‘C u s  I ’m  o ld e r  th a n  p u n k .”  M y  
fa v o r i te  s o n g  ti t le  is  “ P a tr ia rc h y  Is  
fo r  D ic k s .”  I t ’s  so  s im p le , c h e e k y , 
a n d  q u ite  li te ra l. I s u p p o s e  th a t  s a m e  
s e n t im e n t  c o u ld  a p p ly  to  th e  o v e ra l l  
ly r ic a l  c o n te n t  o f  th e  w h o le  d isc . 
T h e s e  g u y s  m a n a g e  to  p a c k  s ix te e n  
tr a c k s  in to  o n ly  th i r ty -n in e  m in u te s , 
w h ic h  is  s u rp r is in g  e s p e c ia l ly  
s in c e  m a n y  o f  th e  s o n g s  s lo w  d o w n  
c o n s id e r a b ly  in  th e  m id d le . T h e ir  
s tu f f  is  s t r ip p e d  d o w n  s lo w  g ro o v e s , 
y e t  a ls o  h ig h  e n e rg y  a n d  d an c ey . 
G re a t  M in u te m e n - l ik e  tu n e s  th a t ’d  
b e  g re a t  fo r  a  s u m m e r  ro a d  tr ip  w ith  
th e  w in d o w s  d o w n  a n d  th e  s te re o  
c ra n k e d . - K a y la  G re e t  (G ir th )

STIFFS, THE: S e lf- t itle d : 7"
I t ’s n o  s e c r e t  th a t  I g e t  n e rd y  a b o u t  
p u n k  r o c k  h is to ry ,  C a n a d ia n  p u n k  
r o c k  h is to ry  in  p a r t ic u la r .  I t  m a k e s  
w h a t  S u p re m e  E c h o  is  d o in g  a l l  th e  
m o re  e x c i t in g  fo r  m e . A rg u a b ly , th e  
m o s t  f a m o u s  C a n a d ia n  p u n k  ro c k  
s o n g  is  “ F u c k  Y o u .”  T h e  s o n g  h a s  
b e e n  a  lo n g - t im e  s ta p le  in  D O A ’s 
s e t  l i s t ,  b u t  it f i r s t  a p p e a re d  o n  T h e  
S u b h u m a n s ’ s e l f - t i t l e d  12”  E P . T h e  
tr u th  o f  th e  m a t te r  is  th a t  i t  w a s n  ’t T h e  
S u b h u m a n s  s o n g  o r ig in a l ly ,  e i th e r . I t 
b e lo n g e d  to  T h e  S tif f s . In  f a c t ,  th is  
s in g le  w a s  a l l  s e t  to  b e c o m e  th e  
f i r s t  V a n c o u v e r  p u n k  p u t  to  v in y l  in  
1 9 7 8 , b u t  b e f o r e  i t  c o u ld  b e  r e le a s e d  
G e r ry  a n d  M ik e  b ro k e  u p  th e  b a n d  
to  s ta r t  T h e  S u b h u m a n s  w i th  W im p y  
a n d  D im w it ,  ta k in g  s o m e  s o n g s  
w ith  th e m . T h e  r e c o r d  c o n ta in s  th e  
s tu d io  t r a c k s  f o r  th e  o r ig in a l  r e le a s e ,  
a  d e m o  r e c o r d in g  o f  a n o th e r  s o n g , 
a n d  a  p r a c t ic e  r e c o r d in g  f ro m  C h u c k  
B i s c u i t ’s h o u s e  fo r  a  g r a n d  to ta l  o f  
s e v e n  s o n g s .  O f  c o u r s e ,  th e  s tu d io  
t r a c k s  s o u n d  b e t te r  th a n  th e  p r a c t ic e  
r e c o r d in g s ,  b u t  I f in d  it  a m a z in g  h o w  
a  b a s e m e n t  ta p e  f ro m  1 9 7 8  c a n  s o u n d  
a s  g o o d  a s  i t  d o e s . T h e  S u b h u m a n s  
m a y  v e ry  w e ll  b e  m y  fa v o r i te  b a n d  
o f  a l l  t im e , a n d  I w a s  s h o c k e d  
to  le a rn  th a t  a n o th e r  o n e  o f  th e ir  
c la s s ic  s o n g s ,  “ O h  C a n a d u h ,”  w a s  
a ls o  o r ig in a l ly  a  S t if f s  s o n g . I h a d  
n o  id e a !  A n o th e r  q u a l i ty  p u n k  ro c k  
h i s to r y  le s s o n  f ro m  S u p r e m e .E c h o .  
I c o n s id e r  th i s  r e q u i r e d  l is te n in g .  
- T y  S t r a n g le h o ld  (S u p re m e  E c h o , 
s u p re m e e c h o  .b a n d c a m p .c o m )

STREET THREAT: S ta r t  th e  C h a o s : CO
O n  S ta r t  th e  C h a o s , C a l ifo rn ia ’s 
S tre e t T h re a t te a r  th ro u g h  a  s tr in g  o f  
sh o rt, fa s t, a n d  lo u d  h a rd c o re  p u n k  
r ip p e rs  th a t c a ll to  m in d  so m e  o f  th e  
g e n re ’s a l l- t im e  g re a t b a n d s . W a rn in g : 
T h is  C D  c o n ta in s  r if fs  k n o w n  to  th e  
S ta te  o f  C a lifo rn ia  to  c a u se  c irc le  
p its ,  m o s h in g , a n d  o th e r  m a y h e m . 
U se  o n ly  u n d e r  p u n k  s u p e rv is io n . 
- P a u l  J . C o m e a u  (B ig  P h a rm a , 
b ig p h a rm a re c o rd s @ o u tlo o k .c o m )

STREET THREAT:
U s A g a in s t  th e  W o rld : CD
F r o m  th e  s o u n d  o f  th i s  d is c ,  i t  is  
a p p a re n t  th a t  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  
P i s t  a n d  th e  e a r ly  d a y s  o f  P u n k c o r e  
R e c o r d s  a r e  s t i l l  b e in g  f e l t .  I l ik e d  
b u t  b u r n e d  o u t  o n  th i s  k in d a  s tu f f  
tw o  d e c a d e s  a g o ,  b u t  i f  y o u  c a n ’t  g e t  
e n o u g h  o f  b a n d s  l ik e  S u b m a c h in e ,  
A  G lo b a l  T h r e a t ,  a n d  th e  l ik e ,  
th i s  b a n d  w i l l  b e  r ig h t  u p  y o u r  
a l le y . - M i k e  F r a m e  ( S e l f - r e l e a s e d ,  
s t r e e t th r e a t .b a n d c a m p .c o m )

STUNTED: F au lt: CS
N o  T re n d , B u tth o le  S u r f e r s ,  a n d  
B a u h a u s  f i l te r e d  th ro u g h  th e  m o s t  
n ig h tm a r i s h  v is io n s  o f  N e w  Y o rk  
n o  w a v e  y o u  c o u ld  e v e r  im a g in e . 
T h e  p e r f e c t  m a r r ia g e  b e tw e e n  
g a r a g e  p u n k  a n d  s y n th  p u n k  w ith o u t  
c o n fo rm in g  to  a n y  p r e c o n c e iv e d  
n o t io n s  o f  w h a t  th a t  m ig h t  e n ta il .  
M e m b e r s  o f  N o p e s ,  f o r  a n y o n e  
k e e p in g  s c o re .  A c e s  a l l a ro u n d . 
- J u a n  E s p jn o s a  (D rw g , d rw g m u s ic .  
b a n d c a m p .c o m )
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STUPID DAIKINI, THE:
E v e ry th in g  I s  F in e : LP
T h is  b a n d  is  a  m ix  b a g  o f  m a n y  
a w e s o m e  th i n g s .  T h e y ’v e  g o t  th e  
s h o e g a z e  e l e m e n t  in  th a t  th e y  f u z z  
o u t  t h e i r  g u i t a r s .  T h e r e ’s u k u le le  
th r o u g h o u t  th e  w h o le  r e c o r d  w h ic h  
a d d s  a n  u n c o m m o n  m e lo d y  a n d  
b r ig h t e n s  u p  e a c h  s o n g .  A n d  th e n  
th e r e  a r e  th e  v o c a l s — M e l i s s a  h i t s  
h ig h  r e g i s t e r s  w h i le  a l s o  r o u n d in g  
o u t  a  s u l t r y ,  b lu e s y  s o u n d  th a t  
s o m e h o w  h a s  r o o m  f o r  s o m e  s e r io u s  
a t t i t u d e .  W i th  ly r i c s  l i k e  t h e i r s ,  
th e y  j u s t  w o u ld n ’t  w o r k  u n le s s  
th e r e  w a s  a  d o s e  o f  s n e e r in g  a n g e r  
i n j e c t e d  in  th e  m ix .  E s p e c ia l l y  
o n  “ G F Y ”  (G o  F u c k  Y o u r s e l f ) .  
I t ’s  p o s s i b l e  I ’v e  n e v e r  h e a r d  a  
s w e e te r  b a c k g r o u n d  s o n g  w h i le  th e  
ly r i c s — ” 1 h o p e  y o u  f u c k in g  s u f f e r  
/  G o  a w a y  /  Y o u ’r e  a  d ic k  a n d  I 
h a t e  y o u ” — a r e  b e a u t i f u l l y  b e l t e d  
o u t .  A n d  f o r  a  b a n d  n a m e d  a f t e r  a  
th r o w a w a y  l i n e  in  W illo w , i t ’s n ic e  
to  s e e  a n o t h e r  ‘8 0 s  f a n t a s y  f i lm  
{ T h e  N e v e r e n d i n g  S to r y ) w r i t t e n  
a b o u t  in  “ R o c k  B i t e r .”  I h a v e  to  
s a y  th a t  th e  s a c c h a r in e  s o n g s  a r e  
a  c o m p le t e  j u x t a p o s i t i o n  to  th e  la s t  
tw o  t r a c k s  o n  th e  r e c o r d  w h ic h  a re  
h e a v i ly  f o c u s e d  o n  m u r d e r — o n e  
o f  a n  e x ,  a n d  o n e  o f  a  lo v e r  a n d  
h i s /h e r  m i s t r e s s .  W h i le  i t  c a tc h e s  
th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  t h e  l i s t e n e r ,  I  d o n ’t 
k n o w  th a t  m u r d e r  b a l l a d s  a r e  w h a t  
I w a s  l o o k in g  f o r  in  T h e  S tu p id  
D a ik in i .  W h a te v e r  h e lp s  e x o r c i s e  
th e  d e m o n s ,  I s u p p o s e !  - K a y l a  
G r e e t  ( I t ’s A l iv e ! )

SU B SO N IC S: F le s h  C o lo re d  P a in t :  CD
Y ou k n o w , S u b so n ic s  a re  a  b a n d  th a t 
I  sh o u ld  a lre a d y  k n o w  a n d  lo v e , b u t 
tru th fu lly , I ’v e  a lw a y s  p a s s e d  th e m  
by . N o  e x c u se s , rea lly . T oo  m a n y  
b a n d s  a n d  so  li ttle  tim e , I  su p p o se . 
B u t th e y ’v e  b e e n  k ic k in ’ it fo r  l ik e ly  
tw e n ty  y e a rs  n o w , s in c e  I r e c a ll  th e m  
p la y in g  h e re  in  O tta w a  in  ( a t  le a s t)  
th e  e a r ly  tw o  th o u s a n d s , i f  n o t th e  
la te  ‘9 0 s , n o t  to  m e n tio n  f lip p in g  
th ro u g h  th e ir  re c o rd s  in  s to re s , 
w h ic h  w e re  a lw a y s  o n  la b e ls  I  lo v e  
d e a rly  (G e t H ip , L a n c e  R o c k , a n d  o f  
c o u rs e , th e  a lm ig h ty  S lo v e n ly ) . F le s h  
C o lo re d  P a in t  i s n ’t  f a r  o f f  f ro m  w h a t 
I e x p e c te d . . .  b lu e sy , lo w -k e y  g a ra g e , 
fu ll o f  k e y s  a n d  d u a l v o x  fo r  an  a d d e d  
to u c h . I fe e l p re t ty  s il ly  fo r  o v e r lo o k in g  
th e m  all th e se  y e a rs . T h e y ’d  p a i r  w e ll 
w ith  ( a n d  I ’d  re c o m m e n d  th is  to  fan s  
o f)  C h a in  A n d  T h e  G a n g /W e ird  W ar 
o r  e v e n  s o m e th in g  lik e  S p e e d b a ll 
B a b y /H e a v y  T ra sh . I ’ll b e  s p in n in g  
th is  fo r  a  w h ile . M u sic  i s n ’t d e a d  
y e t , I  d o n ’t  th in k . - S te v e  A d a m y k  
(S lo v e n ly , s lo v e n ly .c o m )

SU B SO N IC S: F le s h  C o lo re d  P a in t :  LP
A tla n ta  w e ird o s  c o n t in u e  th e i r  g a r a g e  
e x o t ic a  a s s a u l t  o n  th e i r  e ig h th  fu ll  
le n g th . S u p e r  c o o l B -m o v ie  g a ra g e  
r o c k ’n ’ro l l ,  ta k in g  th e  b e s t  o f  s o m e  
s m o k y  V eg a s  b a r ;  a  f i r e d -u p  L i t t l e  
R ic h a rd  c o n c e r t ;  o ld ,  d u s ty , lo n g -  
fo rg o tte n  ‘6 0 s  g a r a g e  4 5 s ;  s l ic k e d -  
b a c k  ‘5 0 s  r o c k ’n ’ro l l ;  a n d  s o m e  la te  
‘7 0 s  D e a d  B o y s  s n e e r . T h e s e  d a y s ,  
i t ’s to u g h  to  f in d  o r ig in a l i ty ,  b u t  
s o m e  fo lk s  b e a t  th e i r  o w n  fU ck in g

p a th .  T h e s e  c a ts  h a v e  b e e n  a t  th is  
s h i t  f o r  a  c o u p le  o f  d e c a d e s  a n d  
h a v e  w o rk e d  o u t  th e y  d o n ’t n e e d  to  
b e  p a r t  o f  y o u r  c lu b .  I ’m  s u re  th e y  
d o n ’t w a n t  m e  a  p a r t  o f  it , b u t  fu c k , 
s ig n  m e  th e  fu c k  u p . - T i m  B ro o k s  
(S lo v e n ly ,  s lo v e n ly .c o m )

SUFFER HEAD: T e d io u s  a n d  B rie f: CS
A to n a l j a z z  p u n k . N o  th a n k s . T e d io u s  
is  th e  w o rd  I ’d  u s e , y e s . T h e re  
a re  s o m e  in te re s t in g  rh y th m s  a n d  
te x tu re s  b u r ie d  h e re , b u t, u lt im a te ly , 
d ig g in g  fo r  th e m  is  a  b i t  o f  a  c h o re . 
T h e ir  b e s t  s o n g  is  “ M e d ita t io n ,” 
w h ic h  a lm o s t  so u n d s  l ik e  a  S w in g  
D in g  A m ig o s  tr ib u te . I w is h  m o re  o f  
th e  r e c o rd  s o u n d e d  lik e  th a t. S o rry , 
g u y s . - B r y a n  S ta t ic  (S e lf - re le a s e d , 
n o  a d d re s s  lis te d )

SUPERCHUNK:
W h a t a  T im e to  B e  A liv e : LP
I lo v e  S u p e rc h u n k . I h a v e  e v e r  s in c e  
1990  a n d  I w a s  a  d u m b  te e n  lo o k in g  
fo r  n e w  m u s ic . S p in  m a g a z in e  ra n  
s o m e  k in d  o f  “u p  a n d  c o m in g  b a n d s ” 
p ie c e , a n d  th e re  w a s  a  liv e  p h o to  o f  
S u p e rc h u n k . T h e  e n e rg y  c o n v e y e d  in  
th a t p h o to  w a s  e n o u g h  fo r  m e  to  s ta r t 
th e  s e a rc h  th a t r e s u lte d  in  m y  fin d in g  
N o  P o c k y  f o r  K itty, a n d  I w a s  h o o k e d . 
A f te r  m a n y  a lb u m s  I ’v e  re m a in e d  a  
fan , so  o b v io u s ly  I w a s  e x c ite d  to  h e a r  
a  n e w  a lb u m  w a s  c o m in g  o u r  w a y  
a n d  th a t i t  w a s  a  s c a th in g  in d ic tm e n t 
o f  w h a t p a s s e s  fo r  s o c ie ty  in  th is  d a y  
a n d  ag e . E x p e c ta t io n s  w e re  h ig h , a n d  
I w a s n ’t  le t d o w n . I t k ic k s  o f f  w ith  th e  
t i t le  tr a c k  a n d  d o e s n ’t  le t  u p . L a b e ls

q u ic k ly  fa ll b y  th e  w a y s id e . In d ie  
ro c k ?  P u n k  ro c k ?  I  d o n ’t  k n o w  a n d  
d o n ’t  c a re . T h is  m u s ic  is  s p e a k in g  to  
m y  v e ry  co re . I t  is  a  n ic e  fe e l in g  to  
k n o w  th a t th e re  a re  b a n d s  th a t I s ta r te d  
lis te n in g  to  o v e r  h a l f  m y  li fe tim e  a g o  
th a t a re  s till m a k in g  re le v a n t m u s ic . 
T h is  is  m y  fa v o ri te  a lb u m  b y  th e m  
s in c e  O n th e  M o u th . - T y  S tra n g le h o ld  
(M e rg e , m e rg e re c o rd s .c o m )

SW HAT: W a sty  T asty : CD
I ’ll s a y  th is : n o t w h a t I w a s  e x p e c tin g . 
In it ia l im p re s s io n s  le d  m e  to  b e l ie v e  
S w h a t w o u ld  b e  a  m e ta l lic  h a rd c o re  
b a n d , o r  s o m e th in g  m a k in g  fa r  to o  
m u c h  o f  a n  e ffo r t to  b e  “ in te n s e ,”  
i f  y o u  g e t m y  d r if t . T h a n k fu lly , th e  
b a n d  p la y s  w e ll-c ra f te d , s ta n d a rd  ‘9 0 s  
m e lo d ic  p u n k , p o s s ib ly  in  th e  v e in  o f  
e v e ry th in g  fro m  M u rp h y ’s L aw , F lu f , 
A p o c a ly p se  H o b o k e n , a n d  s p e c if ic a lly  
th e  fa s t  O v e rw h e lm in g  C o lo r fa s t  
tu n e s . Is  th a t a  w e ird  c o m p a r is o n ?  
M a y b e , b u t I m a d e  it n o n e th e le s s  
( i t  m a d e  se n s e  w h ile  l is te n in g  to  it, 
a t  le a s t) . S tro n g  re c o rd  f ro m  th e se  
A u ss ie s . - S te v e  A d a m y k  (H e a r t O f  
T h e  R a t, h e a r to f th e ra tre c o rd s .c o m )

TEENAGE BOTTLEROCKET:
G o in ' B a c k  to  W yo: T
I f  y o u ’re  e v e r  p la y in g  a  g a m e  o f  
“n a m e  a b a n d  fro m  e v e ry  s ta te ,”  
T e e n a g e  B o tt le ro c k e t r e a l ly  h e lp s  
w h e n  y o u  g e t  to  th e  w e s te rn  m o u n ta in  
s ta te s . A im in g  to  c a p ita l iz e  o n  th is  
s o m e w h a t u s e le s s  tr iv ia  fa c t, T B R  
re m in d s  y o u  o n c e  a g a in  th a t th e y  
a re  f ro m  W y o m in g . I h a v e n ’t  b e e n



fe e l in g  g re a t a b o u t th e  la s t  fe w  T B R  
re le a s e s , b u t  I s til l  lis te n  w h e n e v e r  a  
n e w  o n e  d ro p s . T h e ir  s o u n d , w e ll  p a s t  
d e f in itio n  a t  th is  p o in t ,  h a s  its  u p s  a n d  
d o w n s . A t th e  v e ry  le a s t, i t ’s a lw a y s  
c o m fo r tin g  to  h e a r  n e w  s o n g s  w ith  
K o d y  a n d  R a y ’s v o ic e s . T h a t b e in g  
s a id , I d o n ’t  th in k  G o in  ’B a c k  to  Wyo 
re a l ly  h ig h lig h ts  th e  b a n d ’s c h o p s  in  
th e  w a y  a  g o o d  s in g le  sh o u ld . I fe e l 
b a d  s a y in g  I d o n ’t  r e a l ly  lik e  a  T B R  
re le a s e , b e c a u s e  th e y  a re  o n e  o f  th o se  
b a n d s  th a t I  l is te n  to  r e g u la r ly  w h e n  I 
j u s t  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h a t e lse  to  lis te n  to . 
I h a v e  to  e n d  th is  o n  a  p o s it iv e  n o te . 
T h e y  ju s t  r e le a s e d  a  r e a l ly  e x c e lle n t 
a lb u m  o f  c o v e r  so n g s  c a lle d  S te a l  th e  
C o v e rs , w h ic h  is  r e a l ly  w e ll  d o n e . 
Y ou  c a n  h e a r  th e ir  e x c ite m e n t to  p la y  
so n g s  th e y  lo v e . G e t th is  7 ”  i f  y o u ’re  
a  c o m p le t io n is t.  I f  n o t, th e r e ’s a  n o n ­
z e ro  c h a n c e  th e se  o n e s  w ill  a p p e a r  on  
th e  n e x t L R  - B r y a n  S ta tic  (F a t)

TEENAGE D EPRESSION:
S k a n k  o r  D ie : ! "  EP
S k a n k  o r  D ie  is  w h a t  i t ’s l ik e  to  fa ll 
in  lo v e  w ith  a  r e c o rd  b e fo r e  e v e n  
li s te n in g  to  it. I ’d  n e v e r  h e a rd  it 
b e fo re ;  d o e s n ’t  m a tte r . T h e  sn a r l-  
f is t - e x p re s s io n  o f  th e  d o rk y  k id  o n  
th e  c o v e r , th e  n a m e  a n d  s o n g  t i t le s , 
p ro v id e  n o  s u rp r is e s . I t ’s e x a c t ly  
w h a t  y o u ’d  e x p e c t  ( a n d  p e r fe c t) .  I t ’s 
n o ta b ly  a  r e i s s u e  o f  a  s c a rc e  N e w  
J e r s e y  r e c o rd  f ro m  th e  e a r ly  ‘8 0 s , a n d  
o b v io u s ly , b e c a u s e  n o th in g  n e w  c o u ld  
b e  th i s  b r i l l ia n t ly  s tu p id . D u m b -d u m b  
h a rd c o re  w ith  a  s e n s e  o f  h u m o r , w ith  
th e  fo c u s  o n  th e  h u m o r  p a r t .  F la w le s s

in  a l l a re a s . P a c k e d  w ith  n in e  tra c k s  
in  a ro u n d  te n  m in u te s . R e ru n  R e c o rd s  
h a s  b e e n  a  k i l le r  p o w e r  p o p  re is s u e  
la b e l th a t  I ’v e  p e r s o n a l ly  p u rc h a s e d  
a  d o z e n  r e c o rd s  f ro m  p re v io u s ly , so  I 
k n e w  d a m n  w e ll  I ’d  e n jo y  th is , e v e n  
i f  i t  i s n ’t  a  s k in n y  tie  b a n d . O h , a n d  
c a n  s o m e o n e  p l e a s e  m e s s a g e  m e  a n d  
le t  m e  k n o w  w h a t  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  
is  b e h in d  th e  s o n g  “ F a ls e  J e s ii  P a r t  
1” ? L ik e , a re  P is s e d  J e a n s  j u s t  h u g e  
fa n s  o f  T e e n a g e  D e p re s s io n  th a t  th e y  
n a m e d  a  s o n g  in  h o m a g e  to  th e m ?  O r 
ra th e r , d o e s  F a ls e  J e s i i  th e  n a m e  h a v e  
s o m e  o th e r  s ig n if ic a n c e ?  In q u ir in g  
m in d s  n e e d  to  k n o w . - S t e v e  A d a m y k  
(R e ru n , r e ru n re c o rd s s t l .c o m )

TIMEKILLER: D e fe c ts  o f  C h a ra c te r :  7"
S e x  V id  /  T o ta l A b u se  s ty le  h a rd c o re  
th a t s o m e tim e s  fee ls  lik e  it h a s  a  h e a v y  
M o to rh e a d  in flu en ce , a n d  s o m e tim e s  
g e ts  s u p e r  w e ird  a n d  d ro n ey . I t ’s 
c h a o tic  a n d  sav a g e , b lis te r in g  a n d  
b u r ly — a  fe e d b a c k y  d irg e  th a t sn a rls  
a n d  g ro w ls  lik e  a  g re a t, c a v e rn o u s  
c h a m b e r  s u d d e n ly  f il lin g  w ith  f lam es. 
O x y g e n  d e p le te d . H e ll  d o e s n ’t  s e e m  
so  s tra n g e . I t ’s a  u n iq u e  a n d  e n jo y a b le  
s ix  tra c k s  o f  n o is y  h a rd c o re  p u n k . 
- D a r y l  (S e lf - re le a s e d )

TIPPY: S e lf - t i t le d  a n d  
P u b lic  D is p la y s  o f  A ffe c tio n : CS
U g h , I w a s  to ta lly  n o t p re p a re d  to  
lis te n  to  th is  c a ss e t te , w h ic h  c o n ta in s  
n o t o n e  b u t  tw o  a lb u m s  th a t m a d e  m e  
s in k  to ta lly  o n to  th e  f lo o r  a n d  fo rg e t 
a ll th e  th in g s  th a t I c o u ld  p re te n d  w e re  
m a k in g  m e  h ap p y . I t ’s  tru e  th a t “ I fee l

d u m b  w h e n  I d o n ’t  d o  s h it ,”  b u t I ’m  
n o t d o in g  th a t b e c a u se  I ’m  lis te n in g  to  
th is  re c o rd !  T h is  w o u ld  b e  in  a  p la y lis t  
b a s e d  a ro u n d  S n a il M a il , w h ic h  I 
r e c e n tly  saw  o n  a  S p o tify  p la y lis t  
d e s c r ib e d  as  “ lo -fi in d ie  a n d  s la c k e r  
ro c k  so n g s  fo r  p e o p le  w h o  c a re  a  lo t 
a b o u t m u s ic  a n d  n o t m u c h  e ls e ” a n d  
th a t so u n d s  a b o u t r ig h t. T h is  is  m o re  
u p b e a t th a n  T h e  G o o d  L ife  b u t  w ith  
a  s im i la r  le v e l o f  in n e r  tu rm o il. T h e  
d if fe re n c e  is th a t i t ’s  n o t  b e c a u s e  o f  a  
r e la tio n sh ip  fa i l in g  o r  lo v e  d is s o lv e d , 
b u t  ju s t  a  g e n e ra l d is ta s te  fo r  th e  
th in g s  th a t a re  su p p o se d  to  m a k e  u s  
fe e l g o o d  a n d  th e  o v e rw h e lm in g  se n se  
th a t b e in g  h a p p y  is  a  to ta l  s c a m . W ith  
th is  m e ss a g e  th ro u g h o u t , th e  se lf - t i t le d  
h a l f  o f  th is  ta p e  is  k in d  o f  ja n g ly - fo lk -  
p u n k y  a n d  th e  s e c o n d  h a l f  is  th a t  b u t 
w ith  P o s ta l  S e rv ic e  in s tru m e n ta tio n  
in s te a d . W ith  th e  u tm o s t r e s p e c t , m y  
q u ic k  a n d  d ir ty  d e s c r ip tio n  w o u ld  
b e  th a t th is  c o v e rs  th e  s a m e  ra n g e  o f  
B o n  I v e r ’s  re c o rd s  b u t  w ith o u t  b e in g  
th e  k in d  o f  th in g  th a t w ill  m a k e  m a jo r  
la b e ls  w a n t  y o u  to  w r ite  so n g s  fo r  p o p  
m u s ic ia n s . A n d  th a t ’s  a  g o o d  th in g . 
- T h e re s a  W . (R a re  P la n t , ra re p la n t. 
b a n d c a m p .c o m )

TOTALLY SLOW : In tp e r iu m : CD
E v e r  w a k e  u p  in  th e  m o rn in g , c h e c k  th e  
n e w s , th e n  flip  o v e r  a n d  s c re a m  in to  
y o u r  p il lo w ?  W h a t i f  y o u  s c re a m e d  
in to  a  m ic ro p h o n e  in s te a d ?  T ry  i t  a n d  
y o u  m ig h t g e t T o ta lly  S lo w ’s n e w  EP. 
T h e  N o r th  C a ro l in a  b a n d  h a s  a d d e d  a 
s e c o n d  g u ita r is t  w h o  is  p u s h in g  th e  
b a n d  in  a  f a s te r  d ire c tio n  th a t m a tc h e s

th e  fra n tic  m o o d  o f  o u r  t im e s . C h e c k  
o u t th e  w a y  th e  s e e th in g  o p e n e r  
“ In s id e  V o ice”  e ru p ts  in to  h ig h -s p e e d  
s k a te  p u n k , o r  th e  w h o a h -o h s  th a t b la s t  
o f f  “O th e r  P e o p le .”  T h e re  a re  th re e  
p u n k  r ip p e rs , a  s in g -s o n g  a l t  ro c k  cu t, 
a  g a ra g e y  tr a c k  w ith  a n  o rg a n , a n d  an  
A r tic le s  O f  F a ith  co v e r. I  g e t th e  id e a  
th a t T o ta lly  S lo w  a re  s til l  re f in in g  
th e ir  n e w  s o u n d , b u t th e y ’re  o f f  to  a  
p ro m is in g  s ta r t  a n d  I w il l  k e e p  p la y in g  
th is  u n ti l  th e y  m a k e  a  n e w  LP. - C h r i s  
T e rry  ( S e l f  A w a re , s e lfa w a re re c o rd s . 
b a n d c a m p .c o m )

TOW ARD SPACE: A v o id  th e  D raft: CD
I ’m  re a l ly  g e t tin g  a  ta s te  o f  w e ird n e s s  
th is  re v ie w  c y c le  a n d  i t  su its  m e  ju s t  
fin e . T o w a rd  S p a c e  a re  c o m in g  o u t 
o f  R ic h m o n d , V a. a n d  h a v e  th is  c ra z y  
m ix  o f  b lu e s  s w a g g e r  a n d  s p a z z o -s u r f  
g o in g  o n . I k n o w  th a t  p e o p le  c o n s id e r  
w a c k y  “ so u n d s  l i k e . . . ”  c o m p a r is o n s  
to  b e  la z y  re v ie w in g , b u t  w h o  fu c k in g  
c a re s?  T o d ay , I ’m  th a t  la z y  rev iew e r. 
H e re  g o e s . T o w a rd  S p a c e  s o u n d s  
lik e  T h e  B -5 2 ’s a n d  D e tro i t  C o b ra s  
sm o k in g  b a th  sa lts  in  th e  b a s e m e n t a t 
a  p a r ty  b e in g  h o s te d  b y  E a s t B a y  R a y  
a n d  K id  C o n g o  P o w e rs . T h e re , I d id  it. 
I  w ill  a lso  a d d  th a t I  th in k  th is  is  g re a t 
a n d  I p la n  o n  c h e c k in g  o u t th e ir  o th e r  
a lb u m s . - T y  S tra n g le h o ld  (T o w ard  
S p a c e , to w a rd s p a c e .b a n c a m p .c o m )

TOXIC REA SON S: N o  P i ty .T E ?
O n c e  a g a in  A r tc o re  z in e  o ffe rs  u p  a 
g re a t a c c o m p a n y in g  p ie c e  o f  v in y l 
w ith  its  n e w  is s u e  a n d  th is  tim e  i t ’s 
th e  tu rn  o f  T o x ic  R e a so n s  to  o ffe r



u p  its  w a re s . T h e se  tra c k s  w e re  
r e c o rd e d  fo r  a  ra d io  s h o w  in  1986  
d u r in g  th e  K ill  B y  R e m o te  C o n tro l 
to u r  a n d  p ro v id e  q u a l ity  v e rs io n s  o f  
“N o  P ity ,”  “ W h ite  N o is e ,”  “B re a k  
th e  B a n k ,”  a n d  “ H a rv e s t.”  A s  a lw a y s, 
A r tc o re  g o e s  th e  e x tra  m ile  in  te rm s  o f  
p a c k a g in g  w ith  an  e ig h t p a g e  b o o k le t 
s le e v e  fe a tu r in g  an  in te rv ie w  an d  
s o m e  g re a t p h o to s — in  w h ic h  I  fea tu re  
a  fe w  tim e s— fro m  a  g ig  th e  b a n d  
p la y e d  in  m y  h o m e to w n  o f  N e w p o rt, 
W a les  a lso  in  1986. T o to p  it a ll o ff, 
th e  d o w n lo a d  o f  th e  7 ”  a lso  in c lu d e s  
th e  liv e  se t f ro m  th a t W e lsh  s h o w  in  
a l l o f  its  r io to u s  g lo ry . A n  e x c e lle n t 
re le a s e . - R ic h  C o c k s e d g e  (A rtc o re , 
a r t c o r e f a n z in e @ e m a il .b ig c a r te l .c o m , 
a r tc o re fa n z in e .c o .u k )

TOYOTAS: Turn A w a y : W "
I ’v e  n e v e r  se e n  a n y th in g  q u ite  lik e  th is  
b e fo re : T h e  s le e v e  to  th is  o n e -s id e d  
10”  is a  th ic k  g a te fo ld  ja c k e t  m a d e  
o u t o f  th a t u n b le a c h e d , sh o p p in g -  
b a g -b ro w n  c a rd b o a rd  th a t w a s  m ild ly  
p o p u la r  a m o n g  th e  a r t ie r  o f  th e  p u n k /  
e m o  s e t in  th e  ‘9 0 s  fo r  its  u ti l i ta r ia n  
v ib e  a n d  c o n d u c iv e n e s s  to  s c re e n  
p r in t in g . I t h a s  ro u n d e d  c o m e rs  a n d  
is  s c re e n -p r in te d  in  re d  a n d  b la ck . T h e  
fro n t c o v e r  a r t  h a s  s o m e  sh a rp  lin e s  
a n d  a r ro w s  th a t g iv e  it a  n e w  w a v e  
fee l, w h ic h  is  a  b it  a t  o d d s  w ith  th e  
o ld - t im e y  m e d ic a l d ia g ra m  o f  a  h u m a n  
h e a d  th a t s e rv e s  as  th e  fo c a l p o in t. T h e  
b a c k  c o v e r  h a s  th e  s o n g  ti t le s  a n d  so m e  
m in im a l, tra n s is to r  b o a rd - is h  g ra p h ic s , 
p lu s  a  d ie -c u t C  s h a p e  e x p o s in g  th e  
v in y l u n d e rn e a th . T h is  g iv e s  i t  th e

u n e x p e c te d  (a n d  lik e ly  u n in te n d e d )  
fee l o f  a  p iz z a  b o x . T h e  le f t in n e r  
p a n e l h a s  fu ll -c o lo r  p h o to s  o f  th e  
b a n d  m e m b e rs , f ra m e d  b y  a d d itio n a l 
in n e r  s le e v e  d ie  c u ts  w h ic h  le a v e  th e  
o u te r  c o v e r  u n to u c h e d . T h e re ’s a lso  
a  h a n d -n u m b e re d  n u m b e r, in  p e n c il 
( o f  c o u rs e )  o n  th is  s id e , w h ile  th e  
o th e r  s id e  h a s  m o re  r e d  a n d  b la c k  
s c re e n  p r in t in g  a n d  a  d ie  c u t  h o le  th a t 
e x p o s e s  th e  v in y l’s la b e l. T h e  v in y l is 
a  s e m i- tra n s p a re n t g rey , s tre a k e d  w ith  
b la c k  w is p s . T h e  la b e l is  b la c k  w ith  
a  b ig  r e d  “T O Y O T A S ”  a n d  th e  te x t 
is  b ro w n , p re s u m a b ly  to  m a tc h  th e  
c a rd b o a rd . T h e  fo u r  so n g s  a re  d e c e n t, 
w e ll-p la y e d  a n d  re c o rd e d , a n d  s o u n d  
e i th e r  lik e  a  E u ro p e a n  B r ie fs  o r  a  
R e d u c e rs  (C o n n e c tic u t)  r e c o rd  p la y e d  
o n  a  fa u l ty  tu rn ta b le  th a t sp in s  a  fe w  
rp m  to o  q u ic k ly . E n jo y a b le , b u t q u ite  
o v e rs h a d o w e d  b y  th e  p a c k a g in g , so  i f  
y o u r  in te n t w a s  to  h a v e  th e  p a c k a g in g  
le a v in g  th e  b ig g e s t im p re ss io n , g o o d  
w o rk . B E S T  S O N G  “T ry  I t  O u t.”  
B E S T  S O N G  T IT L E : “O u tta  M y  
H e a d .”  F A N T A S T IC  A M A Z IN G  
T R IV IA  F A C T : I g o t 7 5 /1 7 2 . -R e v . 
N o rb  (S te n c il  T ra sh )

TRASHIES, THE: T he O c to g o n : LP
Im a g in e  fo u r, n o  s ix , m a y b e  s ev en  
h u m a n s  in  a  1 0 ’x  1 0 ’ ro o m  f il le d  w ith  
th r if t  s to re  k e y b o a rd s  a n d  g u ita rs  a n d  
e n o u g h  e ffe c ts  p e d a ls  to  b u ry  a  b o d y  
b e n e a th  e n g a g e d  in  c a p tu r in g  th e  
v o ic e s  in  th e ir  h e a d s  o n to  au d io  ta p e . 
M o th e rs  O f  In v e n tio n  tra p p e d  in  a 
re c o rd in g  c lo se t w ith  a n  o v e rf lo w in g  
to ile t . P e re  U b u  w ith  m o re  g u n k  ro ck .

T h e  f irs t s id e  e n d s  w ith  a  L e n g u a s  
L a rg a s  tr ip  k is s in g  y o u  g o o d n ig h t 
(“ F re s h  H u n n y ” ), w h ile  th e  s e c o n d  
en d s  w ith  “ S h o v e l,”  th e  m o s t h ip -  
s w in g in ’, b o o ty -s h a k in  ’ o d e  to  a  g a rd e n  
to o l e v e r  la id  to  w ax . T h e  in -b e tw e e n  
is m in d -a lte r in g . R e c o m m e n d e d  to  g e t 
lo s t  in  m o re  th a n  o n ce . - M a t t  S e w a rd  
(F in e  C o n c e p ts )

TROPHY KNIFE: S e lf - t itle d : CS
T h is  tw o -p ie c e  b a n d  la y s  d o w n  so m e  
n o is y  in d ie /p u n k  s tu f f  w ith  v e ry  d e m o  
s ty le  p ro d u c tio n . S o m e  so n g s  h a v e  a  
b it  o f  a n  e a rly  ‘9 0 s  S a n  D ie g o  s ty le  
a lo n g  th e  lin e s  o f  D r iv e  L ik e  Jeh u . 
T h is  s e e m s  lik e  e x a c tly  th e  ty p e  o f  
s tu f f  th a t fo lk s  w h o  b u y  a  lo t o f  ta p e s  
f ro m  c u rre n t b a n d s  w o u ld  lik e  a  w h o le  
lo t. - M ik e  F ra m e  (Q u a li ty  T im e , 
q u a l ity t im e re c o rd s .c o m )

TRUCK STO P LOVE:
C a n 't  H e a r  I t: 1 9 9 1 -1994 :IP
A p p aren tly , K a n sa s  C ity ’s T ru c k  S to p  
L o v e  w e re  a  b it o f  a  m in o r  b ig  d e a l b a c k  
in  th e  ‘90s. I ’ll a c k n o w le d g e  th a t I w as  
n e v e r  aw are  o f  th e  b a n d  b a c k  th e n  so  
th is  c o llec tio n  o f  re m a s te re d  d e m o s  h as  
b e c o m e  m y  g a tew ay  to  th e  b a n d ’s b a c k  
ca ta lo g u e . W h e n  th e  b a n d  is o n  ro c k in g  
fo rm  it rem in d s  m e  a  b it  o f  S u p e rch u n k , 
w h e re a s  w h e n  i t  h its  th e  A m e ric a n a  
tra il, I ’m  m in d e d  to  c o n s id e r  T h e  
Jay h a w k s  as  a  c o m p ariso n . I en jo y e d  
th is  en o u g h  to  se e k  o u t a n d  b u y  H o w  
/  S p en t M y  S u m m e r V acation re le a s e d  
in  1995. - R ic h  C o c k se d g e  (B la c k  S ite , 
b la c k s ite re c o rd s@ g m a il.c o m , b la c k -  
s ite .o rg )

TW IN  FOXES:
S le e p in g  o n  th e  A ttic  F lo o r: LP
O c c a s io n a lly , th e  p o w e rs  th a t b e  m iss  
th e  m a rk  o n  a s s ig n in g  a n d  s o m e  p o o r  
b a n d  g e ts  u n fa ir ly  s la y e d . T h is  th re e -  
p ie c e  fro m  th e  E a s t  C o a s t p la y  a  m ix  
o f  lo u d /q u ie t ,  o f f -k il te r  ‘9 0 s  n a v e l 
g a z in g  em o . I im a g in e  th e se  d e l ic a te  
b o y s  p la y in g  w ith  n o  sh o e s  a n d  th e ir  
b a c k  to  th e  c ro w d , th e ir  L P  sh e lv e s  
c h o c k  fu ll o f  A  W e e k  L a s t S u n d ay , 
C o n v e rg e , a n d  d a re  I s a y  J a w b re a k e r  
re c o rd s  ( ju s t  th e  m e lo d ic  p a r ts ) . I t  h a s  
m o re  o f  th e  “ m o d e m  b a n g s  o v e r  th e  
ey e s  a n d  t ig h t p a n ts ”  v ib e  th a n  th e  
“h a n d  s c re e n e d  p a tc h e s , n o  sh o e s , 
a n d  th ic k  s p e c ta c le s ”  fe e l I  k n e w  (a n d  
h a te d )  b a c k  in  th e  day . B u rs ts  o f  f ra n tic  
d is c o rd a n t n o is e  c o u p le d  w ith  m e llo w , 
lig h t-s u n g  m o m e n ts — th is  h a s  a ll th e  
in g re d ie n ts  o f  th e  w o rs t  s h it  I  h a v e  
e v e r  h e a rd . I c a n n o t im a g in e  a n y o n e  
re a d in g  th is  ra g  b e in g  a b le  to  s to m a c h  
m o re  th a n  th i r ty  s e c o n d s  o f  th is  tr ip e . 
- T i m  B ro o k s  (M id n ig h t W e re w o lf , 
m id n ig h tw e re w o lf .c o m )

TW O M AN ADVANTAGE:
B a r  D o w n : CDEP
E v e r  w o n d e r  w h a t  i t  fe e ls  l ik e  to  
g o  s p e e d in g  d o w n  th e  ic e  w ith  a  
w o o d e n  s tic k  in  y o u r  h a n d , re a d y  
to  b u s t  s o m e  h e a d s  a n d  ta k e  s o m e  
n a m e s ?  W e ll, th is  r e c o rd  m a y  g iv e  
y o u  a n  id e a . I f  y o u  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h y  
th e  W in te r  C la s s ic  is  so  m u c h  fu n  
to  w a tc h  th e n  li s te n  to  th e  f ir s t  s o n g  
o n  th is  C D . H o w  d o e s  i t  f e e l  to  b e  
“ r id in g  th e  p in e ,”  w a it in g  fo r  y o u r  
tu rn  in  th e  s p o tl ig h t?  “ S tic k b o y ”
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m a y  g iv e  y o u  a  c lu e . “H e re  C o m e  
th e  D in o s a u rs ”  is  m y  fa v o r i te  s o n g  
o n  th is  o n e . B u t  i f  y o u  lik e  to  h a n g  
o u t  in  d iv e  b a r s  th a t  p la y  S la p s h o t  o n  
T V  a n d  w h e re  p o u r in g  a  b e e r  o n  y o u r  
n e ig h b o r ’s  h e a d  is  a n s w e re d  w ith  a 
s h ru g , th e n  B a r  D o w n  d e s e rv e s  to  
b e  th e  s o u n d tra c k . - S e a n  K o e p e n ic k  
(S e lf - re le a s e d ,  tw o m a n a d v a n ta g e . 
b a n d c a m p .c o m )

VENDETTA:
M o d e rn  R o c k e rs :  F le x id is c
I t  tu rn s  o u t  th a t  i t  i s n ’t j u s t  th e  
w e s t  c o a s t  o f  C a n a d a  th a t  is  b e in g  
a r c h e o lo g ic a l ly  s if te d  th ro u g h  fo r  
lo n g - lo s t  p u n k  r o c k  a r t i f a c t s  b y  
S u p re m e  E c h o . T h is  t im e  th e  fo c u s  
is  o n  o u r  n a t io n ’s  c a p i ta l  O t ta w a  a n d  
o n e  o f  i t s  e a r l ie s t  p u n k  r o c k  a n d  ro l l  
b a n d s ,  V e n d e tta . A s  is  o f te n  th e  c a s e  
w i th  th e s e  a u r a l  h is to r y  le s s o n s  th a t  
th e  la b e l  s e rv e s  u p ,  I  w a s  c o m p le te ly  
o u t  o f  th e  lo o p  o n  th i s  o n e  ( a n d  I  a m  
s o m e o n e  w h o  is  f a i r ly  w e ll  v e r s e d  
in  th e  a n n a ls  o f  C a n a d ia n  p u n k ) .  I 
d o n ’t  k n o w  w h a t  I  w a s  e x p e c t in g  
f ro m  th e s e  tw o  tr a c k s  th a t  o r ig in a l ly  
c a m e  o u t  in  1 9 7 9 , b u t  i t  c e r ta in ly  
w a s n ’t  th e  f a c e - m e l t in g  r o c k  b la s t  
I  r e c e iv e d .  S e r io u s ly , y o u  c o u ld  
h a v e  p u t  th i s  o n  f o r  m e  c o m p le te ly  
b l i n d  t e l l i n g  m e  i t  w a s  a  n e w  C a n d y  
S n a tc h e r s  s in g le  a n d  I  w o u ld  h a v e  
b e l ie v e d  i t  w i th o u t  q u e s t io n .  I b e t  
L a r ry  M a y  a n d  th e  b o y s  h a d  n o  id e a  
th a t  th e i r  t r u e  s p i r i t  a n im a l  b a n d  
l iv e d  a  f e w  s ta te s  n o r th  a n d  o v e r  th e  
b o r d e r  tw e n ty - f iv e  y e a r s  b e fo r e h a n d . 
T h is  o n e  is  o n  a  h e a v y  d u ty  ro u n d

fle x i lik e  th e  Z e l lo t s  o n e  I  r e v ie w s  a 
c o u p le  o f  i s s u e s  a g o . F e e ls  a n d  p la y s  
l ik e  a  r e c o rd .  I t  a ls o  c o m e s  w i th  a n  
in fo  b o o k le t .  D o n ’t  s le e p  o n  y o u r  
c h a n c e  to  g e t  in  o n  s o m e  a m a z in g  
C a n a d ia n  h is to ry !  - T y  S tr a n g le h o ld  
(S u p re m e  E c h o , s u p re m e e c h o . 
b a n d c a m p .c o m )

VERY MENTAL: M is c o n s t r u e d : T
A  d o u b le - s ta b  o f  r a w  p u n k  r o c k  
ta k in g  its  c u e s  f ro m  p r im e  K i l l e d  B y  
D e a th  r i f f a g e .  B o th  t r a c k s  h e r e  d e a l  
in  s lu d g y  r o c k ’n ’ro l l  d r ip p in g  w i th  
‘tu d e ,  s la s h in g  a n d  b u rn in g  its  w a y  
f ro m  n e e d le  g ro o v e  to  n o g g in .  D ro p  
it  in  a  D J  s e t  b e tw e e n  T h e  S lu g s  a n d  
D -D a y  a n d  n o n e  w il l  b e  th e  w is e r . 
- J im m y  A lv a ra d o  (T o ta l P u n k , 
f lo r id a s d y in g .c o m )

VICES TO THE GRAVE: S e lf - t itle d : CD
T h ird  a lb u m  f ro m  th is  T e m p e , A riz . 
fo u r  p ie c e . I a m  h e a r in g  s o m e  N O F X  
s p r in k le d  in  w ith  a  d a s h  o f  F a c e  
T o  F a c e . T ig h t rh y th m s , ro c k  s o lid  
d ru m m in g , a n d  e n o u g h  o o h s  a n d  
a a h s  th a t e v e n  G re g  H e ts o n  w o u ld  
b e  je a lo u s !  “ E a r ly  G o o d b y e ”  a n d  
“ E n jo y  th e  T a s te ”  a re  th e  s ta n d o u ts  
h e re . T h is  b a n d  is  o n e  to  w a tc h . 
- S e a n  K o e p e n ic k  (S e lf - re le a s e d ,  
v ic e s to th e g ra v e .b a n d c a m p .c o m )

VNLVX: Is  U n lux : CS
O u t o f  th e  a s h e s  o f  V e n tu ra , C a l if ,  ’s 
M a s s e n g e r  r i s e s  V n lv x .  S a s h a ’s 
h ig h ly  m e lo d ic  v o c a ls  p a i r e d  w ith  
D e r e k ’s p a in te r ly  g u i ta r  to n e s  c re a te  
a  s o u n d  th a t ’s fu l ly  a c t iv a te d .  I t  h a s

a  v e ry  “ n o w ”  s o u n d  to  it , l ik e  i t ’s 
th e  n a tu r a l  p ro g r e s s io n  o f  p u n k -  
b a s e d  r o c k  m u s ic .  N o th in g  r e t ro ,  n o  
r e g u r g i ta te d  s ty le s  o r  fo rm u la s ,  j u s t  
a  f r e s h  s o u n d . V n lv x  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  
to  b e  a f r a id  to  d o  w h a t  f e e ls  r ig h t ,  
a n d  i t  s o u n d s  fa n - fu c k in g - ta s t i c !  
- D a r y l  (B u rg e r )

W A N N A -B ES, THE:
O u t W e n t th e  L ig h ts : LP
I w e n t  in to  th i s  r e c o r d  w i th  z e ro  
p r e c o n c e iv e d  n o tio n s  a s  to  w h a t  
m ig h t  b e  c o n ta in e d  in  th e s e  g ro o v e s .  
N e v e r  h e a rd  o f  th e  b a n d ,  n e v e r  
h e a rd  o f  th e  r e c o rd  la b e l ,  a n d  
in f e r re d  n o th in g  f ro m  th e  a lb u m  
c o v e r  ( e x c e p t  th a t  th i s  b a n d  m u s t  b e  
f ro m  S e a t t le ) .  N e e d le  d ro p . . .  in s ta n t  
r e c o g n i t i o n . . .  c l a s s ic  R a m o n e s -  
in s p i r e d  p o p  p u n k . A n d  I m e a n  th a t  
in  a  g o o d  w a y !  (A n  u n fo r tu n a te  
b u t  n e c e s s a r y  q u a l if ic a t io n .)  F i r s t  
o f f :  th e  s o u n d . T h is  r e c o r d ’s s o n ic s  
r e m in d  m e  o f  th e  R iv e r d a le s ’ S to rm  
th e  S tr e e ts  r e c o r d  ( th e i r  b e s t  b y  fa r ) .  
T h e  d ru m s  a re  d ry  a n d  d a rk ,  th e  
g u i ta r s  a re  r a w  a n d  th ic k ,  th e r e ’s 
a  n ic e  f a t  b o t to m  e n d , th e  v o c a ls  
a r e  m e lo d ic  b u t  s t r o n g  ( a n d  w i th  a  
s u b t le  L e o n a rd  G ra v e  P h i l l ip s  v ib e ) ,  
a l l  c o m b in e d  in  a  p e r f e c t ly  b a la n c e d  
m ix . W e re  i t  n o t  fo r  a  f e w  M a rk e d  
M e n - is h  m e lo d ie s ,  th is  b a n d  a n d  
r e c o r d  c o u ld  v e ry  w e l l  h a v e  b e e n  
s t r a ig h t  o u t ta  L o o k o u t!  c i r c a  1 9 9 5 , 
in f lu e n c e d  o n ly  b y  th e  R a m o n e s ,  
T e e n a g e  H e a d , T h e  Q u e e rs ,  a n d  
D a n  V a p id , b u t  a c k n o w le d g in g  
th e  fu tu r e  e x i s te n c e  o f  th e  S p its .

. . .A n d  s e c o n d , th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  
th in g :  s o n g s . T o o  m a n y  b a n d s  g e t  
th e  p e r f e c t  s o u n d , a l l c l ic k - t r a c k e d  
a n d  a u to - tu n e d ,  th e  r e q u is i te  o o h s , 
a h h s , h a rm o n ie s ,  b re a k d o w n s ,  fa s t  
s o n g s  a n d  lo v e  s o n g s ;  a l l  th e  b o x e s  
t i c k e d .  B u t  th e  s o n g s  s o u n d  r ip p e d  
o f f , c l ic h e d ,  d u l l ,  o r  j u s t  n o t  f u c k in g  
p u n k  ro c k !  C o n tra r i ly ,  e a c h  a n d  
e v e ry  s o n g  o n  O u t W ent th e  L ig h ts  
w o rk s .  I t ’s a  p u n k  r e c o r d  w ith  
m e lo d y . F a m i l ia r  b u t o r ig in a l. T h is  
is  th e  ra re , n e w  p o p  p u n k  re c o rd  th a t 
d e s e rv e s  a  s lo t in  th e  d isc e rn in g  p u n k ’s 
co llec tio n . - C h a d  W illia m s  (M o m ’s 
B ase m e n t, m o m sb a se m e n tre c o rd s . 
b a n d c a m p .c o m )

W ASTED LIVES: S e lf - t i t le d : 7"
I r e a l ly  h a v e  to  h a n d  i t  to  J a s o n  a t 
S u p re m e  E c h o . I th o u g h t  I k n e w  a 
lo t  a b o u t  o b s c u re  C a n a d ia n  p u n k  
r o c k  b u t  I  a m  tr u ly  th e  s tu d e n t  
h e re .  I  h a d  n o  r e c o l le c t io n  o f  
W a s te d  L iv e s  ( th e y  d id  a p p e a r  o n  
th e  V a n c o u v e r  C o m p lic a t io n  L P )  
y e t  h e  h a s  m a n a g e d  to  lo c a te  th e  
o r ig in a l  ta p e s  f ro m  e n t ir e  r e c o rd e d  
o u tp u t  in  1 9 7 9 , h a v e  it  c le a n e d  u p , 
a n d  lo v in g ly  r e le a s e d  a s  a  p a r t  o f  
th e  l a b e l ’s a r c h iv a l  s e r ie s  ( s e e  m y  
re v ie w s  o f  Z e l lo t s ,  T h e  S t if f s ,  a n d  
V e n d e t ta  a s  w e ll ) .  I a m  in  lo v e  w ith  
th is  r e c o rd !  F o u r  s o n g s  o f  d i s t in c t ly  
V a n c o u v e r - s o u n d in g  p u n k  r o c k  ( th a t  
g u i t a r  s o u n d  is  u n m is ta k e a b le )  b u t  
W a s te d  L iv e s  o f f e r  u p  a  l i t t l e  tw is t  
in  th e  w a y  o f  a  k in d  o f  s l ig h t  p o s t ­
p u n k  s o u n d  ( p r o to - p o s t - p u n k ?  H a ! )  
a n d  a  to u c h  o f  h a rd c o re  th a t  h a s  m e



th in k in g  o f  T .S .O .L . a  t in y  b it .  S o m e  
o f  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  th is  s h o r t- l iv e d  
u n it  w o u ld  g o  o n  to  o th e r  n o ta b le  
b a n d s  (T h e  M o d e m e t te s ,  U -J E R K 5 , 
a n d  I ,  B ra in e a te r ) ,  b u t  h o w  I ’v e  
n e v e r  e v e n  h e a rd  o f  W a s te d  L iv e s  
a f te r  a l l  o f  th e s e  y e a r s  is  b e y o n d  m e . 
C h a lk  u p  a n o th e r  w in  fo r  S u p re m e  
E c h o . - T y  S tr a n g le h o ld  (S u p re m e  
E c h o , s u p re m e e c h o .b a n d c a m p .c o m )

WICK AND THE TRICKS: N o t E n o u g h :!"
I  d id n ’t  lik e  th is  a t  f irs t; it  j u s t  w a s n ’t 
p u s h in g  a n y  b u tto n s . A f te r  a  c o u p le  o f  
d a y s  I c a m e  b a c k  to  i t  a n d , w o n d ro u s ly , 
th e  so n g s  h a d  a l l  s tu c k  in  m y  h e a d  a n d  
th is  t im e  a ro u n d  I w a s  s in g in g  a lo n g  
w ith  g le e . T h is  is  r o c k ’n ’ro l l  in fu s e d  
w ith  p u n k  a n d  g la m , a ll d re n c h e d  in  
g a llo n s  o f  sw e a t a n d  to ta lly  c a tc h y  as  
fu ck . - R ic h  C o c k s e d g e  (B la c k  S ite , 
b la c k s ite re c o rd s @ g m a il.c o m , b la c k -  
s ite .o rg )

WILD W IN G S: S h o w b iz z z : CD
T h is  is  a  w e ird  o n e . A  lo t o f  it  s ta r ts  
o u t lik e  s ta n d a rd -is su e  s n o tty  p u n k  
r o c k ’n ’ro ll ,  b u t  a  fa ir  n u m b e r  o f  th e  
tra c k s  d is in te g ra te  in to  d is s o n a n t 
p o s t-p u n k  n o o d lin g , p s y c h  ro c k  
ja m m in g , o r  w e ird e r . W h a te v e r  it 
is , i t  s o u n d s  d ir ty  a n d  lik e  i t ’s m a d e  
fo r  a n d  b y  d u d e s  w h o  w e a r  le a th e r  
ja c k e ts . - I n d ia n a  L a u b  ( L io n ’s C a re , 
lio n sc a re re c o rd in g s .c o m )

W INDOW SILL, T H E /
HORROR SECTION: S p l i t  7"
T h e  W in d o w s il l :  T h e  tr a c k ,  
“ D a m n e d ,”  o f f e r s  s o m e  b l i s te r in g

a n d  d is to r te d  g u i ta r  r i f f s  j o i n e d  b y  
t r a d i t io n a l  p o p  p u n k  v o c a ls .  H o r ro r  
S e c t io n : is  m o re  o f  th e  s a m e . T h e  
v o c a ls  w e r e n ’t v e ry  in te r e s t in g  to  m e , 
b u t  w e re  h a rd ly  a  d e a l -b r e a k  e i th e r . 
T h e  d ru m  w o rk  m ig h t  a c tu a l ly  b e  th e  
s h in in g  p o in t  o f  th e  r e c o rd ,  m e s h in g  
n ic e ly  w i th  th e  g u i ta r  th r o u g h o u t  th e  
r e le a s e .  T h e  s o n g s  w e re  in c r e d ib ly  
s im i la r  a n d  a r e n ’t  v e r y  in te r e s t in g ,  
b u t  th e y ’r e  n o t  r e p u g n a n t  e i th e r . T h is  
is  e f f e c t iv e ly  j u s t  a  r u n -o f - th e -m il l  
p o p  p u n k  7 ” . - A n n a  F a r r  (E c c e n tr ic  
P o p , e c c e n tr i c p o p .c o m )

YARD WORK: E a rn  th e  R o ck : LP
A s a  r e c e n t f in a n c ia l ly - fo rc e d  b ig  c ity  
e x p a t w ith  a  h o u s e  a n d  y a rd , th is  re c o rd  
lo o k e d  lik e  it  w o u ld  h e lp  e a se  th e  
n e w  s u b u rb a n  life  m e n ia lity . I m e an , 
s o n g s  lik e  “L o o k in g  fo r  a  W re n c h ,” 
“ In  th e  W e e d s ,”  “K in k s  in  th e  H o s e ” 
a n d  “ L a d d e r  C lim b e r”  g a v e  m e  h o p e  
fo r  m u c h -n e e d e d , u n fo r tu n a te ly  
re la ta b le , ly r ic a l c o m ic  re l ie f , a ll in  
a  p u n k  re c o rd . B u t th is  is  d a d  ro ck . 
S u b u rb a n  d a d  ro c k . H a m -fis te d  
v o c a ls  w ith  a  J im  C a rro l l d e liv e ry , 
m in u s  th e  p o e t ic  m e te r. T h e  m u s ic ’s 
a  li ttle  m o re  a ltem a-ro c 'k , g a ra g e  b a n d  
s ty le , k in d  o f  l ik e  fo u r  s u b u rb a n  d a d s  
g o t to g e th e r  o n e  a f te rn o o n  w h e n  th e ir  
w iv e s  w e re  o u t o f  to w n  w ith  th e  k id s , 
g o t b u z z e d  o n  B u d  L ig h t L im e , a n d  
m a d e  a  re c o rd . - C h a d  W illia m s  (R o c k  
T u m b le r , ro c k tu m b le rre c o rd s .c o m )

YARD WORK: E a rn  th e  R o ck : LP
I ’m  th i r ty -n in e  a n d  a l re a d y  d re a m in g  
a b o u t  th e  h a rd c o re  b a n d  I ’m  g o n n a

s ta r t  w h e n  m y  k id ’s o ld  e n o u g h  to  
b e  e m b a rra s se d . I ’d  l ik e  to  th in k  m y  
b a n d  w o u ld  b e  th is  o d d  a n d  o r ig in a l 
a n d  y e t  r e s o lu te ly  p a re n ta l— w h a t ’s 
m o re  “ d a d ”  th a n  a  r e c o rd  o f  so n g s  
a b o u t  h o u s e h o ld  m a in te n a n c e  
w ith  t i t le s  lik e  “ In  th e  W e e d s ”  a n d  
“ L a d d e r  C lim b e r” ? E v e n  w ith  th e  
s il ly  c o n c e p t , th is  d o e s n ’t  s c a n  a s  a  
n o v e lty . A u s t in ’s Y a rd  W o rk  p o u n d  
o u t  v a m p y  g a ra g e  ro c k  th a t  so u n d s  
l ik e  a  c ro s s  b e tw e e n  H a l f  J a p a n e s e  
a n d  T h e  C ra m p s . I  h o p e  I ’m  th is  
c o o l in  a  f e w  y e a rs , - t h r i s  T e rry  
(R o c k  T u m b le r , ro c k tu m b le r re c o rd s .  
b a n d c a m p .c o m )

YARD WORK: E a rn  th e  R o c k : LP
S o , w h a t  h a p p e n s  i f  y o u  ta k e  a  
h a n d fu l  o f  a g in g  A u s t in ,  T e x a s  
g a r a g e  p u n k  lu m in a r ie s  w h o  s p e n t  
t im e  in  th e  ‘9 0 s  p la y in g  in  w e ll -  
r e g a rd e d  b a n d s  l ik e  T h e  M o ta rd s ,  
T h e  C h u m p s , a n d  E a s t s id e  S u ic id e s ,  
p u t t in g  th e m  in  a  b a n d  to g e th e r  in  
2 0 1 8  th a t  ta c k le s  to p ic s  m o re  c lo s e ly  
r e f le c t in g  th e i r  c u r r e n t  l iv e s  a n d  
in te r e s ts ?  T h e  r e s u l t  is  Y a rd  W o rk . 
T h e y  s in g  s o n g s  a b o u t ,  y o u  k n o w , 
m a in ta in in g  th e i r  y a rd s ,  m is p la c e d  
to o l s ,  w e e d s ,  a n d  k in k s  in  th e i r  
w a te r  h o s e s ,  a n d  w h i le  th e  e n t ir e  
p r e m is e  s e e m s  la u g h a b le ,  d o n ’t 
b e  m i s t a k e n . . .  th i s  i s n ’t  a  “j o k e ” 
re c o rd .  M u s ic a l ly ,  i t ’s a  r e c o r d  f i l le d  
w ith  b a s s  h e a v y  p o s t - p u n k  th a t  h a s  a  
k in d  o f  P r o to m a r ty r - is h  f e e l  a t  t im e s ,  
a n d  i t ’s  r e a l ly  g o o d . R e c o m m e n d e d . 
- M a r k  T w is tw o r th y  (R o c k  T u m b le r , 
r o c k tu m b le r r e c o r d s .c o m )

YOU AND ALL YOUR FRIENDS 
ARE DEAD: S e lf - t i t le d : CS
Y o u  A n d  A l l  Y o u r  F r ie n d s  A re  D e a d  
is  a n  e x p e r im e n ta l  p o w e r v io l e n c e  
b a n d  th a t  d r a w s  f ro m  n o is e ,  
h a r d c o r e ,  a n d  g r in d  in f lu e n c e s .  
T h e  f a d e d  a n d  e n ig m a t ic  c o v e r  o f  
th e  c a s s e t t e  r e p r e s e n t e d  th e  m u s ic  
w e l l .  T h is  r e l e a s e  w a s  e f f e c t iv e ly  
th i r t e e n  t r a c k s  o f  d i r t y  p u n k  m u s ic  
c o n d e n s e d  in to  e ig h t  s o n g s .  S t r i c t  
d e m a r c a t io n s  b e tw e e n  th e  s o n g s  
w e re  a  b i t  to u g h  to  p in p o in t  f o r  
m e , b u t  th e  r e l e a s e  is  q u i te  th e  
t r ip .  “ C r im e  P a y s  W h e n  N a z is  
C r y ” k ic k e d  th e  a lb u m  o f f  w i th  
s o m e  p r e t ty  c a tc h y  d i s to r t e d  
g u i t a r s  o v e r  to r m e n te d  v o c a ls .  
T h e  n e x t  f e w  t r a c k s  c o n t in u e d  in  
th i s  v e in  u n t i l  s o m e  b iz a r r e  a n d  
u n e x p e c te d  m e lo d ie s  c r e p t  in to  th e  
m ix  a ro u n d  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  ta p e .  
M u d d le d  to g e th e r  w i th  th e  f a s t  
a n d  ( p le a s a n t ly )  m o n o to n o u s  r i f f s  
f o u n d  th r o u g h o u t  th e  r e l e a s e ,  th e  
c o n c o c t io n  b e tw e e n  th e s e  h a u n t in g  
s y n th s  a n d  g r in d y  in s t r u m e n ta t io n  
w a s  d i s o r ie n t in g  a n d  h e a v y . T h e  
v o c a ls  r e m a in e d  m o s t ly  c o n s i s te n t  
o v e r  th e  s im p l i s t i c  ( y e t  a p p r o p r i a te )  
d r u m m in g  o n  th e  r e c o r d ,  g e n e ra l ly  
e m o t iv e  a n d  s l ig h t ly  g r o te s q u e .  
T h is  th in g  is  r e a l ly  g o o d ,  a n d  
f a n s  o f  p o w e r v io l e n c e ,  h a r d c o r e ,  
a n d  e x p e r im e n ta l  c o u ld  p r o b a b ly  
g e t  b e h in d  it . - A n n a  F a r r  (V o m it 
B u rg e r ,  th e v o m itb u r g e r .c o m )
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razorcake needs your help!

W e  c u r r e n t l y  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  a t  a  c r o s s r o a d s  w h e r e  

q u a l i t y  i n d e p e n d e n t  p u b l i s h i n g  i s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  

t h a n  e v e r ,  y e t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  a t  a n  a l l  t i m e  l o w .

C o n s u m e r  c o n f i d e n c e  i s  v e r g i n g  o n  c o n s u m e r  

c o c k i n e s s ,  y e t  i n d e p e n d e n t  z i n e s  a n d  l a b e l s  a r e  

s h u t t i n g  d o w n  l e f t  a n d  r i g h t  d u e  t o  l a c k  o f  s u p p o r t .

W e  k n o w  t h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e  o u t  t h e r e  w h o  w o u l d  t o t a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  R a z o r c a k e  b u t  d o n ’t  
k n o w  i t  e x i s t s .  T h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y  s p a c e s  ( s u c h  a s :  b a r s ,  c o m m u n i t y  c e n t e r s ,  m u s i c  
v e n u e s ,  r e c o r d  s t o r e s ,  b o o k  s t o r e s ,  b r e w e r i e s ,  r e c o r d i n g  s t u d i o s ,  p u n k  h o u s e s ,  t a t t o o  a n d  
p i z z a  p a r l o r s ,  a n y  i n d e p e n d e n t  e n t e r p r i s e )  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e c e i v i n g  c o p i e s  
t o  g i v e  o u t  t o  t h e i r  c u s t o m e r s .

L E T ' S  C L O S E  T H E  G A P !

H E R E ’ S  W H E R E  W E  N E E D  Y O U  G O O D  P E O P L E  T O  C O M E  I N :

P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  s p o n s o r i n g  a  s p a c e  t o  r e c e i v e  c o m p l i m e n t a r y  i s s u e s  t o  g i v e  a w a y  f o r  f r e e  b y  

c o v e r i n g  t h e  c o s t  o f  u s  p r i n t i n g  a n d  s h i p p i n g  t h e  m a g a z i n e s .  A  $ 1 5 0  d o n a t i o n  w i l l  s p o n s o r

a  s p a c e  t o  r e c e i v e  2 5  c o p i e s  o f  e v e r y  i s s u e  f o r  a n  e n t i r e  y e a r .

T h i s  $ 1 5 0  d o n a t i o n  i s  t a x - d e d u c t i b l e .

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  g e t  a  b u n d l e  o f  2 5  c o p i e s  t h a t  y o u  g i v e  o u t  t o  w h o m e v e r  y o u  w i s h ,  
w e ’ll s e n d  t h e m  d i r e c t l y  t o  y o u .  E v e n  i f  y o u  d o n ’t  k n o w  o f  a  s p a c e  o r  g e t t i n g  2 5  c o p i e s  o f  a n  i s s u e  

i s  t o o  m u c h  f o r  y o u  t o  g i v e  a w a y ,  w e ’ll f i n d  o n e  o n  o u r  e n d ,  t h e n  t e l l  y o u  w h o  w e ’r e  s e n d i n g  t h e m  t o .
I f  y o u  k n o w  a n y o n e  w h o  t h i s  m i g h t  a p p l y  t o — h i t  t h e m  u p  a n d  p r o m o t e  R a z o r c a k e  t o  t h e m .

Q U I C K E S T  W A Y  T O  P A Y :  P a y p a l :  p a y m e n t s @ r a z o r c a k e . o r g  

C h e c k  /  M o n e y  O r d e r :  R a z o r c a k e ,  P O  B o x  4 2 1 2 9 ,  L A ,  C A  9 0 0 4 2  

F U R T H E R  Q U E S T I O N S :  r a z o r c a k e . o r g / c o n t a c t
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contact addresses to bands and labels that were reviewed either in this issue or 
recently posted on razorcake.org

•  1 9 8 6 ’d ,
P O  B o x  1 2 7 ,
B e r k e l e y ,  C A  9 4 7 0 4
• A d a g i o 8 3 0 ,
M a r c h l e w s k i  S t r a s s e  1 0 7 , 
1 0 2 4 3  B e r l i n ,  G e r m a n y
• A l m o s t  R e a d y ,
1 3 5  H u n t i n g t o n  S t . ,  
B r o o k l y n ,  N Y  1 1 2 3 1
• A l t e r n a t i v e  T e n t a c l e s ,
P O  B o x  4 1 9 0 9 2 ,
S F , C  A  9 4 9 4 1 - 9 0 9 2
• B r a s s n e c k ,
8 H a t h e r l e i g h  R d . ,  C a r d i f f ,  
C F 3  4 A R ,  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m
• B u r g e r ,
6 4 5  S . S t a t e  C o l l e g e  B lv d .  
# A ,  F u l l e r t o n ,  C A  9 2 8 3 1

• C e r t i f i e d  P R ,
6 3 6 4  3 r d  A v e .  S o u th ,
S t .  P e t e r s b u r g ,  F L  3 3 7 0 7  
• C r u n c h c o a t  
c / o  D a n n y  B a i l e y ,
5 8  V e r a  S t . ,
P o r t l a n d ,  M E  0 4 1 0 3
• D e a d  O c e a n s ,
1 4 9 9  W . S e c o n d  S t . ,  
B l o o m i n g t o n ,  I N  4 7 4 0 3
• D i r t  C u l t ,
7 9 3 0  N E  P r e s c o t t  S t . ,  
P o r t l a n d ,  O R  9 7 2 1 8
• D o n  G i o v a n n i ,
P O  B o x  6 2 8 ,
K in g s t o n ,  N J  0 8 5 2 8
• E c c e n t r i c  P o p ,
P O  B o x  7 9 2 8  
W i lm i n g to n ,  N C  2 8 4 0 6
• F a t ,  2 1 9 6  P a l o u  A v e ,
S F , C A  9 4 1 2 4
• F e e l  I t ,
P O  B o x  2 5 0 4 5 ,
R i c h m o n d ,  V A  2 3 2 6 0
• G i r t h ,
P O  B o x  1 3 ,
G e n e v a ,  N Y  1 4 4 5 6
• G o i n g  U n d e r g r o u n d ,  
1 3 1 2  1 9 th  S t . ,
B a k e r s f i e ld ,  C A  9 3 3 0 1
• G u n n e r  U S A ,
5 1  L a f a y e t t e  S t .  # 2 0 1 ,  
S a l e m ,  M A O  1 9 7 0
• H e a r t  O f  T h e  R a t ,
C i t y  C e n t r e  A r c a d e ,
F l o o r  1 , S h o p  1 2 /3 1 5  S tu r t  
S t . ,  B a l l a r a t ,  V I C ,  
A u s t r a l i a  3 3 5 0
• H o m e l e s s ,
P O  B o x  2 1 2 3 ,  B r u n s w i c k  
E a s t ,  V I C  3 0 5 7 ,  A u s t r a l i a

•  I n  T h e  R e d ,
P O  B o x  5 0 7 7 7 ,
L A ,  C A  9 0 0 5 0
• I t ’s  A l iv e ,
1 1 4 1 1  H e w e s  S t . ,  
O r a n g e ,  C A  9 2 8 6 9
• M a n g r o v e ,
A C P  B l d g  3 F ,
4 - 2 3 - 5 ,  K o e n j i  M i n a m i ,  
S u g i n a m i - K u ,  T o k y o  
1 6 5 - 0 0 0 3 , J a p a n
• M o o n l e e ,
K r i i e v n i s k a  u l i c a  5 ,  
1 0 0 0  L j u b l j a n a ,  
S lo v e n i a
•  M o r n i n g  W o o d ,
D r a v e r s d y k  1 0 ,
8 6 4 1 W T  R ie n ,  
N e t h e r l a n d s
• O u t r o ,
9 8 0 0  D  T o p a n g a  
C a n y o n  B lv d .  # 2 9 9 ,  
C h a t s w o r t h ,  C A  9 1 3 1 1
• P .  T r a s h ,
M o n k e w e g  2 0 ,  3 3 6 5 9  
B i e l e f e l d ,  G e r m a n y
• P i r a t e s  P r e s s ,
1 2 6 0  P o w e l l  S t . ,  
E m e r y v i l l e ,  C A  9 4 6 0 8
• R a r e  P l a n t ,
1 1 4 1  J e n i f e r  S t . ,  
M a d i s o n ,  W I 5 3 7 0 3
• R e d  S c a r e ,
4 6 2 5  H a z e l  A v e . ,
A p t .  I F ,
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  P A  1 9 1 4 3
• R e f l e c t i v e
c / o  J o s h u a  H o e y ,
1 9 6 3  S E  11 t h  A v e . ,  
O l y m p i a ,  W A  
9 8 5 0 1

•  R e r u n ,
P O  B o x  2 2 4 7 2 ,
S t .  L o u i s ,  M O  
6 3 1 2 6 - 0 4 7 2
• S l a u g h t e r  B o y s ,
3 0 8 9  B  S t . ,
S a n  D ie g o ,  C A  9 2 1 0 2
• S n a p p y  L i t t l e  N u m b e r s  
P O  B o x  3 7 0 6 0 2 ,
D e n v e r ,  C O  8 0 2 3 7
• S o p h o m o r e  L o u n g e ,
P O  B o x  8 ,
J e f f e r s o n v i l l e ,  I N  4 7 1 3 1
• S o r r y  S t a t e ,
3 1 7  W  M o r g a n  S t . ,  S u i t e  
# 1 0 5 ,  R a l e i g h ,  N C  2 7 6 0 1
• S o u n d s  R a d ,
5 2 0 3  C o l u m b i a  R d . ,
S u i t e  A ,
C o l u m b i a ,  M D  2 1 0 4 4
• S u d d e n  D e a t h ,
C a s c a d e s  P O  B o x  4 3 0 0 1 ,  
B u r n a b y ,  B C . ,  V 5 G  3 H 0  
C a n a d a
• T i n d e r b o x  M u s i c ,
3 1 4 8  B r y a n t  A v e  S . ,  
M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M N  5 5 4 8 1
• T o  L i v e  A  L i e  
c / o  W i l l  B u t l e r ,
2 8 2 5  V a n  D y k e  A v e . ,  
R a l e i g h ,  N C  2 7 6 0 7
• T o o  M u c h  R o c k ,
4 0 2 7  L o c u s t  S t . ,
K a n s a s  C i ty ,  M O  6 4 1 1 0
• V o o d o o  R h y t h m ,  
W a n k d o r f f e l d s t r a s s e  9 2 ,  
3 0 1 4  B e r n ,  S w i t z e r l a n d
• W r i n k y  D i n k ,
7 0  J o h n s  E s t a t e  D r . ,
P in e  B u s h ,  N Y  
1 2 5 6 6

R A Z O R C A K E  R E C O R D  R E V I E W  G U I D E L I N E S  A N D  F A Q S

•  T h e  a d d r e s s  t o  s e n d  a l l  r e v i e w  m a ­

t e r i a l  i s  R a z o r c a k e ,  P O  B o x  4 2 1 2 9 ,  

L A , C A  9 0 0 4 2 .  Y o u  m a y  a d d r e s s  i t  

t o  s p e c i f i c  r e v i e w e r s .  J u s t  m a k e  s u r e  

t h e y ’r e  a c t i v e .

•  F u l l  a l b u m  a r t  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a  r e ­

v i e w .  P r e - r e l e a s e s  g o  i n t o  t h e  t r a s h .

•  W e  w i l l  n o t  r e v i e w  d o w n l o a d  c a r d s  

o r  a  l i n k  t o  a n  a l b u m .

•  W e  w i l l  n o t  r e v i e w  a  C D - R  v e r s i o n  

o f  a  v i n y l  r e l e a s e .

•  W e  k n o w  m a i l ’s  e x p e n s i v e ,  b u t  

w e  s e n d  f u l l  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  z i n e  a s  a  

t h a n k s  t o  a l l  w h o  s e n d  u s  m a t e r i a l  

t o  r e v i e w  ( i f  y o u r  p o s t a l  a d d r e s s  is  

p r o v i d e d ) .

•  P u t  a  p o s t a l  a d d r e s s  o n  e a c h  a n d  

e v e r y  p i e c e  o f  m u s i c  s e n t  i n .  M a n y

p a c k a g e s  g e t  s e p a r a t e d  a n d  g i v e n  

t o  d i f f e r e n t  r e v i e w e r s .

•  R e v i e w s  m a y  t a k e  s i x  m o n t h s .  B e  

p a t i e n t .  W e ’ r e  b i - m o n t h l y  a n d  h a v e  

r e v i e w e r s  w o r l d w i d e .



Z I N E

R E V I E W S

Send all zines for review to:
R a z o r c a k e ,
PO  B o x  4 2 1 2 9 , LA, CA 9 0 0 4 2
Please include a postal 
address (that's how we trade),

. the number of payes, the price,
and w hether or not you accep t trades.

O b n o x i o u s  a n d  i n -  

y o u r - f a c e ,  b a s i c a l l y  a  

p r i n t  v e r s i o n  o f  T h e  

C a s u a l t i e s .

—I n d ia n a  L a u b  
L IF E  IS  P O S E R S

A D U L T IN G : H O W  T O  B E  A N  A D U L T IE R  A D U L T ,
$ 3 ,4 ” x 5 *4”, 19 pgs.
A d u ltin g  is  o n e  o f  e ig h te e n  s h o r t  s e lf -h e lp  g u id e s  w r i t te n  b y  D r.
F a i th  G . H a rp e r  a n d  p u b lis h e d  b y  M ic ro c o s m . A t  f ir s t  s ig h t, I  th o u g h t , 
o h  b o y , A d u ltin g , h e r e  c o m e s  s o m e  s o f t  s k i l l  b u l l s h i t  b y  o n e  o f  m y  m ille n n ia l  
p e e rs — p e o p le  lik e  m e  w h o  c a n  m a k e  a  G IF  b u t  c a n ’t  f il l  o u t  a  ta x  fo rm . In  
re a l i ty , file  a u th o r  o f  A d u ltin g , F a i th  G . H a rp e r  is  s u p e r  s m a rt . S h e ’s a  d o c to r  
w ith  lo a d s  o f  m e n ta l  h e a l th  d e g re e s  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e , a n d  th e  z in e  is  m o re  
o r  le s s  a b o u t  b e in g  a  re s p o n s ib le ,  u h , g ro w n  p e rs o n . In  h e r  w o rd s , w e ’re  
A d u lt in g  “ w h e n  w e  a re  o u r  b e s t  a n d  m o s t  m a tu re  s e lv e s  in  e v e ry  s i tu a t io n .”  
H a rp e r  b re a k s  u p  h e r  a d v ic e  in to  p a g e - lo n g  s e c t io n s . H e r  b re e z y  d e l iv e ry  
m a k e s  fo r  e a s y  re a d in g . A d u lt in g  w o u ld  b e  a  n ic e  g ra d u a t io n  g if t  o r  a  c o o l 
r e a d  fo r  s o m e  y o u n g  p e r s o n  w h o ’s m o v in g  o u t  o f  th e  h o u s e . - J i m  J o y c e  
(M ic ro c o s m , 2 7 5 2  N  W illia m s  A v e ., P o r t la n d ,  O R  9 7 2 2 7 )

A N A L O G U E  S E P P U K U , $? 5 *4” x 8*4”, glossy, 10 pgs.
T h is  is  a  s h o r t  z in e  p u t  o u t  b y  M u z a i  R e c o rd s  th a t  in c lu d e s  a  C D  o f  te n  
s o n g s  b y  te n  v a r io u s  b a n d s  th a t  a re  o n  th e  la b e l. M u z a i R e c o rd s  is  a  N e w  
Z e a la n d  la b e l th a t  is  b a s e d  in  L e e d s , E n g la n d  ( I  d o n ’t  u n d e r s ta n d  h o w  
th a t  w o rk s ,  e i th e r ) .  T h e  z in e  h a s  in te rv ie w s  w ith  tw o  o f  th e  la b e l ’s b a n d s , 
D h a rm a  D o g s  a n d  T r iu m p h s . I t ’s a ls o  g o t a  r a n t  b y  A u s t in  C u n n in g h a m  
a b o u t  th e  d is a p p e a r in g  m u s ic  v e n u e s  in  N e w  Z e a la n d  ( s p o ile r  a le r t: i t ’s d u e  
to  g e n tr if ic a tio n ) . I  d id  e n jo y  th e  C D , a s  s o m e  o f  th e  b a n d s  ( l ik e  D h a rm a  
D o g s )  a re  r e c o rd in g  g o o d  s o n g s . T h e  la b e l p u ts  o u t  a  w id e  v a r ie ty  o f  m u s ic , 
so  e v e n  i f  th e  z in e  i s n ’t  th a t  s p e c ta c u la r , i t ’s w o r th  c h e c k in g  o u t  s o m e  o f  th e  
b a n d s  o n  th e  C D . - K u r t  M o r r is  (m u z a ire c o rd s .c o m )

B A T T L E  F O R  C O O P E R -Y O U N G , $4 , 7*4” x 5 ”, co lor p rin ted , 29  pgs.
T h e  C o o p e r-Y o u n g  n e ig h b o rh o o d  is  in  M e m p h is ,  T e n n . E v id e n tly  it h a s  
tu rn e d  f ro m  b e in g  a  b l ig h te d  p la c e  to  b e c o m in g  th e  “ h ip ” h o o d , b e in g  h o m e  
to  m a n y  s h o p s , b a r s , a n d  G o n e r  R e c o rd s . M o re  re c e n tly  th e re  h a v e  b e e n  
c r im e  is s u e s  in  C o o p e r-Y o u n g . In  re s p o n s e ,  a  n e ig h b o rh o o d  w a tc h  w a s  r e ­
e s ta b l is h e d  a n d  th e  id e a  w a s  f lo a te d  to  in s ta l l  d ig i ta l  c a m e ra s  a ro u n d  s to p  
s ig n s  in  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d . A r t is t  a n d  lo c a l r e s id e n t  N ic k  C a n te ru c c i  h a d  
s o m e  c o n c e rn s  w ith  th is  a n d  m a d e  a  n u m b e r  o f  a v a n t-g a rd e  p o s te r s  th a t 
s h a re d  th e s e  th o u g h ts . T h is  is  a l l a  lo n g -w in d e d  w a y  to  d e s c r ib e  w h a t  th e  
c o n te n t  o f  th is  z in e  is: im a g e s  o f  p o s te r s  m a d e  b y  C a n te ru c c i to  g e t  p e o p le  
to  th in k  a b o u t  th e ir  n e e d  fo r  se c u r i ty . T h e re  a re  m a n y  r e fe re n c e s  to  B ig  
B ro th e r  a n d  th e  S o v ie t  s ta te , a s  w e ll  a s  H itle r . N e x t  to  th e  im a g e s  o f  th e  
p o s te r s  C a n te ru c c i  g iv e s  s o m e  th o u g h ts  a n d  h is  in s p ira t io n  fo r  th e m . In  th a t 
s e n s e , th is  z in e  is  s o m e w h a t l ik e  a n  a r t  e x h ib it .  I  te n d  to  p r e f e r  s im p le r , d ir e c t 
m e s s a g e s  in  m y  a r t  p ro te s t  p o s te r s  a n d  fo u n d  th a t m a n y  o f  th e s e  w e re  to o  
b u sy . Y e t, I  s t i l l  r e s p e c t  C a n te ru c c i  fo r  w h a t  h e  d id  a n d  th in k  th is  is  a  g o o d  
te s ta m e n t  to  a  p a r t ic u la r  t im e  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e  in  M e m p h is ’s h is to ry . T h a t 
s a id , i t ’s  m o re  l ik e ly  th o s e  f a m il ia r  w ith  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  o r  th e  s i tu a t io n  in  
C o o p e r-Y o u n g  w il l  f in d  th is  m o s t  a p p e a lin g . - K u r t  M o r r is  (N ic k  C a n te ru c c i , 
2 2 6 4  E lz e y  A v e ., M e m p h is , T N  3 8 1 0 4 )

C A T  P A R T Y  # 1 : F IV E  T R U E  C A T  S T O R IE S , $?, 5*4” x 8*4”, cop ied  30  pgs. 
M y  h e a v ie s t  in v o lv e m e n t w ith  b lo g g in g  c a m e  a t th e  s a m e  tim e  I  h a d  s ta r te d  
p la y in g  fa n ta s y  le a g u e  b a s e b a l l. Y ou  g u e s s e d  it: p o s t a f te r  p o s t  a b o u t h o w  
th e  E x p le tiv e  G re y s  h a d  fa red . I h a d  a  g re a t t im e  w r itin g  a b o u t m y  fa n ta sy  
te a m —i u t  w h e n  I lo o k  b a c k  o n  th e  w r itin g , I ’m  b o re d  silly , e v e n  th o u g h  I 
w a s  w r itin g  a b o u t m y  o w n  te a m . I m e n tio n  m y  fa n ta sy  b lo g g in g  b e c a u se  th is  
z in e  e x c e rp ts  p a s s a g e s  fro m  a u th o r  K a tie  H a e g e le ’s fo r th c o m in g  b o o k  o f  c a t 
s to r ie s . I ’m  a  c a t p e rs o n — I ’ll ta k e  th is  o p p o r tu n ity  to  m e n tio n  th a t a  p h o to  
o f  m y  c a t S p ip p y  in  a  R a z o rc a k e  b a n d a n a  g ra c e d  th e  p a g e s  o f  o u r  p re v io u s  
is su e— b u t n o n e  o f  th e se  s to r ie s  r e s o n a te d  w ith  m e . C a ts  a re  g re a t, in te rn e t c a t 
v id e o s  a re  g re a t— a n d  s to r ie s  a b o u t c a ts  m ig h t b e  re le g a te d  to  th e  sa m e  sp a c e  
a s  b lo g g in g  a b o u t fa n ta s y  b a s e b a l l .  - M ic h a e l  T. F o u rn ie r  (M ic ro c o s m , 2 7 5 2  N. 
W illia m s  A v e ., P o rtla n d , O R  9 7 2 2 7 )

C O P IN G  SK ILLS: T O O L S  T O  F E E L  B E T T E R  W I T H O U T  F U C K IN G  
A R O U N D , $ 3 ,4 ” x  5*4”, 19 pgs.

D r. F a i th  G . H a rp e r  h a s  a  s le w  o f  th e s e  l i l ’ s e lf -h e lp  b u d d y  z in e s . I ’v e  r e a d  
th re e  o f  th e m  a n d  th e y ’re  g o o d . S h e  a v o id s  ja r g o n  a n d  ta lk s  c le a r ly  a b o u t  
w a y s  to , u h , d e a l w ith , in  th is  c a se , s tre s s  a n d  a n x ie ty . H a rp e r  s ta r ts  b y  n o tin g  
s o m e  o f  th e  s c ie n c e  b e h in d  s tre s s . O u r  b o d ie s  r e le a s e  “ th e  s tre s s  h o rm o n e  
c o r t is o l”  w h e n  w e ’re  a n x io u s , a n d  c o r t is o l  h e lp s  in  m o d e ra tio n , b u t  th e  b o d y  
w o n ’t  p u m p  u s  th a t  ju i c y  fu l l - c o r t  ju i c e  lo n g - te rm . W ith o u t  it , o u r  c h ro n ic  
s tre s s  le a d s  to  “ e x h a u s t io n , b o d y  a c h e s , w e ird  s k in  d is c o lo r a t io n s ”  a n d  o th e r  
q u ie t  m is e r ie s . N o o o o o o . A n d  so , th e  r e s t  o f  th e  z in e  is  a  c o l le c t io n  o f  c o p in g  
s tr a te g ie s  th a t  H a rp e r  h a s  g a th e re d  f ro m  o th e r  s m a r t  p e o p le . H e r e ’s a  l in e  
I  l ik e d : “ T re a t y o u r s e l f  l ik e  y o u  w o u ld  y o u r  b e s t  f r ie n d .”  T h a t ’s p ro fo u n d  
a n d  e a s y  to  ap p ly . T h e n  a g a in , I ’m  p a r t ia l  to  s tu f f  l ik e  th is  b e c a u s e  I ’m  a n  
a n x io u s  J im b o . I f  y o u  a re , to o , a n d  y o u  d o n ’t  h a v e  a  th e ra p is t  l ik e  m e , m a y b e  
y o u  c a n  s p e n d  th re e  d o lla r s  o n  th is  h e re  z in e . - J i m  J o y c e  (M ic ro c o s m , 2 7 5 2  
N  W illia m s  A v e ., P o r t la n d ,  O R  9 7 2 2 7 )

D E F R IE N D IN G : N A V IG A T IN G  T H E  F R IE N D S H IP  B R EA K U P,
$5 , 5*4” x 8*4”, cop ied , 2 4  pgs.
T h is  is  p a r t  o f  th e  Dr. F a ith ’s F iv e  M in u te  T herapy , se rie s  fro m  F a ith  G . H arp er, 
P h D . E ssen tia lly , i t ’s an  a d v ice  z in e  o n  h o w  to  c o p e  w ith  lo s in g  frie n d s  o v e r  
d u m b  th in g s. T h e  w ritin g , th o u g h  w e ll in ten tio n ed , is a t t im e s  o b n o x io u s , an d  
tr ies  to o  h a rd  to  b e  co o l a n d  d o w n  w ith  y o u , th e  reade r. I fo u n d  m y s e l f  sk ip p in g  
ah e ad , a n d  th e n  s u d d en ly  I w a s  fin ish ed . I th e n  ju m p e d  o n to  F a c e b o o k  an d  
b lo c k e d  a n d  d e le te d  a  lo n g  lis t o f  p eo p le  w h o  I fo u n d  to  b e  a b so lu te ly  rep u g n an t, 
a n d  I fe lt m u c h  b etter. - M a t t  A v erag e  (M ic ro c o sm , m ic ro c o sm p u b lish in g .c o m )

E A R T H  F IR S T ! JO U R N A L , Vol. 3 7 , N o . 3 , 8 ”x 10*4”, n ew sp rin t, 7 2  pgs.
D o n ’t  fo rg e t— lo ts  a n d  lo ts  o f  h a rd  w o rk  is b e in g  d o n e  a ll o v e r  th e  w o r ld  to  sav e  
th e  ea rth ! W h e th e r  i t ’s b ig , o n g o in g  a c tio n s  ag a in s t o il p ip e lin e s  a n d  d e fe n d in g  
o ld  g ro w th , to  sh a rk s  b e in g  fre e d  in  M e x ic o  b y  th e  A n im a l L ib e ra tio n  F ro n t, 
th is  is  th e  g o -to  so u rce  fo r th is  in fo rm atio n . T h e re ’s a n  a rtic le  o n  th e  B ia lo w ie z a  
F o re s t a c tio n  in  E u ro p e , in  w h ic h , th e  w rite r, a s  a n  a n a rc h is t, is c r i tic a l o f  lib e ra l 
o rg a n iz e rs ’ fa ilu re  to  ad d re ss  p o litic s  o r  c a p ita lism  as  in h e re n t to  th e  p ro b le m  
o f  lo g g in g . T h e y  w o u ld  ra th e r  b la m e  a n d  v ilify  a  c e rta in  p o litic ia n , a s  i f  th e  
p ro b le m  w e re n ’t  la rg e r a n d  sy stem a tic . T h e re ’s a  p ie c e  o n  d ie  M a tth o le  F o re s t 
C a m p a ig n  to  sav e  o ld  g ro w th  fo re s t in  N o rth e rn  C a lifo rn ia . I ’m  p a rtia l to  th e  
in te rv ie w s , lik e  th e  o n e  w ith  E lise  G e rh a rt a t C a m p  W h ite  P in e , w h o ’s se t u p  a  
tre e s it to  p ro te c t h e r  o w n  fa m ily ’s h o m e  fro m  a  b ig  o il p ip e lin e . T h e  b e s t th in g  in  
h e re  is  th e  in te rv ie w  w ith  R u b y  a n d  Je s s ic a  w h o  sa b o ta g e d  th e  D A P L  a n d  th e n  
to o k  c re d it fo r it! N o w  th a t ta k es  co in ag e ! - C r a v e n  R o c k  (E a rth  F irs t! Jo u rn a l, 
P O  B o x  9 6 4 , L a k e  W o rth , F L  3 3 4 6 0 )

FEA R , SA FETY , A N D  F E M M E S , $5 , 5*4” x 7*4”, p in k  cop ied  zine, 18 pgs.
F e a r , Safety, a n d  F em m es  is  a  c o m p ila tio n  z in e  th e m e d  a ro u n d  w h a t m a k e s  u s  
fee l sa fe  a n d  w h a t m a k e s  u s  fee l as th o u g h  w e  a re  in  danger. W h ic h  p la c e s  a n d  
p eo p le  m a k e  u s  fee l s a fe , a n d  w h y ?  W h ic h  p la c e s  a n d  p e o p le  g iv e  u s  a  fe a r  
o r  c a u se  fo r  d a n g e r?  T h e  d iffe re n t su b m iss io n s  ra n g e d  fro m  p e o p le  w h o  a re  
a fra id  o f  e m p ty  lo c a tio n s  (s tree ts  w h e re  p e o p le  a r e n ’t a ro u n d ), p e o p le  w h o  fee l 
u n sa fe  i f  th e y ’re  in  a  p la c e  w ith  “ to o  m a n y  s tra ig h t w h ite  d u d e s ,” o r  h o w  to  
re a d  so m e o n e  w h o  c o m es  o f f  as  a g g re ss iv e  in  th e ir  la n g u ag e  o r  g e s tu re s . T h e re  
w as  a n  o v e rw h e lm in g ly  c o m m o n  th e m e  fro m  th e  su b m iss io n s  th a t s o u n d e d  lik e  
m o s t o f  th e m  a re  a fra id  o f  th e  u n k n o w n  a n d  p la c e s  th e y  a r e n ’t  fa m ilia r  w ith , 
w h ic h  w a s  in te re s tin g  b u t m a d e  m e  fee l a  little  b it sad . T h e  th in g s  th a t m a d e  
a  lo t o f  th e  w rite rs  fee l s a fe  se e m e d  to  b e  b u s tlin g  a n d  fa m ilia r  c itie s , sm ilin g  
face s , a n d  fr ie n d ly  p eo p le — w h ic h  I  u n d e rs ta n d — b u t a lso  m a k es  m e  w o n d e r  
w h a t d a n g e r  a n d  fe a r  a re  to  m o s t p eo p le , a n d  h o w  m u c h  o f  it is a  co n s tru c te d  
n a rra tiv e  th a t w e ’v e  b e e n  fed . I  w o u ld  like  to  see  a  p a r t  tw o  o f  th is  z in e  w h e re  
a ll th e  su b m iss io n s  a re  f ro m  m e n  o r  m a le - id e n tify in g  w rite rs  to  see  w h a t p la ces  
a n d  p e o p le  m a k e  th e m  fee l sa fe  o r  in  danger. -T r ic ia  R a m o s  (ca th e r in e tte z in e @  
g m a il.c o m , v ic e v e rsa p re ss .c o m )



H A P P Y  L O N E R , T H E  # 7 , $? 5 Vi x  8 Vi” , cop ied , 14 pgs.
1 h a d n ’t  re a d  T he H a p p y  L o n e r  b e fo re , b u t i t ’s d o n e  b y  a  C a n a d ia n  w o m a n  
n a m e d  Iza lix e , w h o  w rite s  in  a  free -flo w in g , d ia ry  m anner. I t ’s  a  sh o rt is su e  b u t 
e n g a g in g . T h is  is su e  is  f ro m  ea rly  2 0 1 7  a n d  Iz a lix e  w rite s  o f  th e  c h a n g e  fro m  
th e  sh it-a w fu l y e a r  th a t w a s  2 0 1 6  a n d  h e r  h o p e s  fo r 2 0 1 7 . S h e  a lso  d esc rib e s  
try in g  to  g e t a ro u n d  in  Q u eb ec  in  th e  w in te r  u s in g  a  ta x i a f te r  th ro w in g  o u t h e r  
b ac k . I t ’s  a c tu a lly  m u c h  m o re  in te re s tin g  th a n  I ’m  m a k in g  it sou n d . T h e  in k  u s e d  
in  th e  p h o to c o p y in g  p ro cess  ca m e  o f f  o n  m y  fin g e rs, a n d  n o t in  th a t en d e a rin g , 
M ax im um  R o ck  ’n ’ro l l  w ay . B u t o th e rw ise  th is  w a s  a  s im p le , q u ic k  re a d  th a t I 
w o u ld ’v e  e n jo y e d  re a d in g  m o re  o f. - K u r t  M o rr is  ( Iza lix e  S tra ig h th ea rt , 30  ru e  
S te -U rsu le  # 7 7 , Q u e b e c , Q C  G 1 R  4 E 3 , C an a d a )

H A P P Y  L O N E R , T H E  # 8 , $ 3 /$ 4 , 5W  x 8 Vi”, cop ied , 28  pgs.
T h is  is su e  o f  T he H a p p y  L o n e r  finds  Iza lix e  h av in g  m o v e d  to  V ancouver, B rit ish  
C o lu m b ia , fro m  Q u e b e c . O n c e  ag a in , th is  is  a  p e rz in e  fo rm a t w ith  co n te n t 
w r itte n  fro m  th e  m id d le  p a r t o f  2 0 1 7 . M a te r ia l in c lu d e s  I z a l ix e ’s a d v e n tu re s  
in  V ancouver, tra v e lin g  to  S ea ttle  a n d  P o rtla n d , a n d  g e ttin g  h ire d  to  w o rk  fo r 
V IA  R ail. S h e  ta k e s  a  sh o rt tr ip  to  S q u am ish , B C , a n d  e x p la in s  a ll th e  th in g s  
to  d o  th e re  a n d  w h a t sh e  e n jo y s  a b o u t th is  sm a ll, q u a in t city . Iza lix e  seem s 
lik e  a  v e ry  fre e  sp irit, w h ic h  ca n  b e  fu n  to  r e a d  ab o u t, b u t sh e  o f te n  w rite s  o f  
p e o p le  a n d  s itu a tio n s  in  a  w a y  th a t c a u se s  th e  re a d e r  to  fee l o u ts id e  th e  c irc le . I 
o f te n  h a d  q u es tio n s  ab o u t th is  b o y fr ie n d  o f  h e rs , so m e  o f  h e r  fr ie n d s, e t ce te ra . 
I t  d id n ’t  ta k e  aw a y  fro m  m y  o v e ra ll in te re s t in  th e  z in e , b u t i t ’s  s o m e th in g  to

ta k e  n o te  o f  w h e n  w ritin g  p e rso n a l e x p e rien ce s . I  th in k  th e re ’s a  lin e  th a t ca n  
b e  h a d  b e tw e e n  w ritin g  a b o u t o n e ’s p e rso n a l e x p e rien ce s  a n d  a lso  m a k in g  su re  
o th e rs  fee l in c lu d ed . S till, th is  issu e  h a s  s tro n g e r  w ritin g  a n d  m o re  d iv e rs i ty  th a n  
th e  la s t o n e , so  i f  y o u ’re  g o in g  to  ch o o se , I ’d  s ta r t h e re . - K u r t  M o rr is  ( Iza lix e  
S tra ig h th ea rt, P O  B o x  9 9 1 0 1 , D av ie  P O , V a n co u v e r B C , V 6 G  1V 0, C a n a d a )

L E F T  H A N D E D  C H R IS T IA N IT Y ,
8!4”x 5 Vi”, cop ied , 7  pgs. (an d  th ree pages o f  m ail art)
A  s h o r t  p a m p h le t  th a t  d is c u s s e s  s u b v e rs iv e  C h r is t ia n i ty  o f  th e  s o r t  p ra c t ic e d  
b y  W illia m  B la k e  a n d  th e  P ro c e s s  C h u rc h . W a y  sh o r t ,  b u t  in te re s tin g . 
I n c lu d e d  in  th e  e n v e lo p e  w a s  a  o n e  p a g e r  t i t le d ,  A lb a n y : A re  T h o se  T u lip s  in  
Y our S h o e s ? , w h ic h  re c o m m e n d s  ra d ic a l  a n a rc h is ts  w o rk  w ith in  th e  s y s te m : 
“ Y o u  d o n ’t h a v e  to  q u i t  th e  G re e n  P a rty . O f  c o u rs e  n o t, y o u  c a n  e v e n  ru n  fo r  
lo c a l o ff ic e  w h ile  d is tr ib u t in g  C r im e th in c  l i te ra tu re .”  O k ay , s u re , b u t  th e n  h e  
g o e s  o n  to  say , “ W h y  n o t  a  P o lic e  C o lle c t iv e ? ”  a n d  s u g g e s ts , “M a y b e  y o u  
c a n  f ig h t r a c i s m  b y  jo in in g  th e  K la n ?  W o rk  w ith in  th e  s y s te m , r ig h t? ”  N o w  
th a t la s t  q u e s t io n  h e  p o s e s  s u g g e s ts  th a t  th is  m ig h t  b e  s a rc a s m , b u t  i t ’s  r e a l ly  
h a rd  to  te ll .  O r  i f  i t  is . I f  i t ’s n o t, t h a t ’s j u s t  d o w n r ig h t  fu c k e d  u p . F o r tu n a te ly , 
I h a v e  s o m e  f a m il ia r i ty  w ith  th e  a u th o r ’s w o rk ,  a n d  I  h a v e  a  fe e l in g  i t ’s 
f a i le d  s a ti r e  a n d  i t ’s n o t  a s k in g  a n a rc h is ts  to  o rg a n iz e  th e  p ig s . J a s o n  R o d g e rs  
te n d s  to  s e n d  o u t a n  e n v e lo p e  c o n ta in in g  a  n u m b e r  o f  lo o s e  p a g e s  o f  c o l la g e , 
b r ie f  e s s a y s , a n d  p o li t ic a l  f lie rs . I f  th is  s o u n d s  in te re s t in g  to  y o u , s e n d  h im  
a  b u c k . Y o u ’ll p ro b a b ly  g e t  a  w h o le  d if fe re n t  lo t  th a n  I d id . J u s t  a s k  h im  n o t 
to  in c lu d e  th e  A lb a n y  o n e . - C r a v e n  R o c k  ( J a s o n  R o d g e rs , P O  B o x  1 0 8 9 4 , 
A lb a n y , N Y  1 2 2 0 1 )

L IF E  IS  P O S E R S : IN F L A M M A B L E  M E T R O P O L IS ,
$6 , 7 ” x 8V2”, cop ied , 66  pgs.
T h is  o m n ib u s  o f  lo o s e ly  s e r ia liz e d  c o m ic  s tr ip s  fo llo w s  th e  e x p lo its  a n d  h ij in k s  
o f  a  c re w  o f  g u tte r  p u n k  b u rn o u ts  in  th e  p u n k - th e m e d  to w n  o f  P o se r to n , 
U S A . S to ry lin e s  in v o lv e  a  h ig h ly  a n t ic ip a te d  re u n io n  sh o w , a  le g e n d a ry  
b a tc h  o f  a c id , a  lo t o f  k in d a -a lm o s t-s t i l l - re le v a n t jo k e s  a b o u t p u n k  c u ltu re , 
a n d  a t te m p te d  tim e  tra v e l?  I ’m  n o t su re ; i t ’s a l l  k in d  o f  a  ju m b le . T h is  s o r t  o f  
h y p e r-p u n x  th ro w b a c k  g e n re  a lw a y s  re a d s  lik e  a  p a ro d y  o f  i t s e l f  to  m e , b u t i t ’s 
a t le a s t p a r t ly  in te n tio n a l— th e se  c o m ic s  w a n t to  b e  o b n o x io u s  a n d  in -y o u r-  
face , b a s ic a lly  a  p r in t  v e rs io n  o f  T h e  C a s u a l tie s . Y o u r o d d s  o f  e n jo y in g  L ife  I s  
P o s e r s  p ro b a b ly  d ire c tly  c o r re la te  w ith  th e  f re q u e n c y  w ith  w h ic h  y o u  u se  th e  
p h ra se  “ lo w b ro w  a r t”  in  y o u r  d a y - to -d a y  life . T h e  h ig h lig h ts  o f  th is  z in e  a re  th e  
tro v e  o f  s m a ll-p r in t p u n k  p u n s  b u r ie d  in  th e  b a c k g ro u n d  e v e ry  fe w  p a g e s , an d  
th e  lin e  “A re  y o u  p la n n in g  to  m o s h ?  I w ill o n ly  m o s h  i f  th e y  p la y  so n g s  fro m  
th e ir  f ir s t  c o m p a c t d is c .”  - I n d ia n a  L a u b  (L ife  Is  P o se rs , li fe is p o s e rs .c o m )

M A X IM U M  R O C K ’N ’R O L L  # 4 1 6 , $4 .9 9 , 8V2 x 11V 2, new sp rin t, 103 pgs. 
T h is issu e  b eg in s  w ith  a  eu logy  fo r D ead  M o o n ’s F re d  C ole . M y  favo rite  p a r t o f  
it— asid e  fro m  au th o r E rin  Y an k e ’s p o in t th a t “d ea th  is a p a rt o f  the  d ea l w ith  b e in g  
a live”— w as  th e  an ecd o te  a b o u t F red  C o le  w o rk in g  in  m u s ic  sto res. A pparen tly , 
h e  h a d  a h ab it o f  g iv in g  cu s to m ers  rid icu lo u s  c red it w h en  it c a m e  to  b u y in g  
in s tru m en ts  th e y  p ro b ab ly  c o u ld n ’t afford . T h e  in te rv iew  w ith  co m ic  artis t L iz  
P rince  is spiffy, too . W h e n  s h e ’s n o t g rin d in g  o u t th e  g o o d  s tu f f  fo r  R azo rcak e , 
L iz  pu ts  o u t bo o k s  lik e  B e  Your B ac k in g  B and . W h a t co u ld  she  d o  w ith o u t?  D o rk s  
ask in g  h e r  h o w  to  g e t th e ir  u n p rac tice d  w o rk  p u b lish e d  in  a  snap . O n e  ca n n o t ju s t  
p ic k  u p  a  p en c il a n d  g e t a  g rap h ic  n o v e l dea l w ith  S cho la stic  in  n o  tim e . A s  P rince  
says , “y ea rs  o f  w o rk in g  o n  co m ics  in  ob scu rity ”  a n d  “d o in g  a  b u n c h  o f  d iffe ren t 
k in d s  o f  w o rk ”  is w a y  m o re  im p o rtan t than  h u rry in g  a rt an d  c h a sin g  popu la rity . 
T h a t’s n o t h a tin g  o n  D IY , th a t’s h o ld in g  fo lk s to  try in g  it. W e a lso  h e a r  fro m  pu n k s  
abroad : th e  b a n d  K en n y  K en n y  O h  O h  o f  L e ip z ig  m e n tio n  h o w  th e  p u n k  scene  
in  G e rm an y  is b eh in d  U .S . in  te rm s  o f  b e in g  d o w n  w ith  “g en d e r an d  q u ee m ess” 
an d  rac ia l d iversity , w h ile  Z a y  o f  Y okkaich i, Jap an  say  th a t th e ir  so n g  “T h e re  Is 
N o  F u tu re  in  D ream in g  o f  th e  P as t”  is c ritic a l o f  p u n k  b an d  reu n io n s. T o th em , it 
seem s like  o ld  g ro u p s  co p y  th e ir  p a s t se lves, w h ich  is  sad . A re  th e y  say in g  th e y  
w o u ld n ’t p a y  fo rty  b u c k s  to  see  R ay g u n  p la y  a  b a r  in  W rig ley v ille?  M ay b e . M ay b e  
no t. “W e ju s t  h av e  to  b e liev e  in  w h a t w e  c a n ’t see ,”  s in g e r G o ri n o te s , a s  i f  to  say, 
M ove fo rw a rd , sailo r. T ru st y o u rs e lf  to  m a k e  g o o d  n e w  shit, ev e n  w h e n  th e re ’s 
n o  p ro m ise  w e ’ll b e  ce leb ra ted  fo r it. A n o th e r  g o o d ’n! - J im  J o y ce  (M ax im u m  
R o c k ’n ’ro ll, P O  B o x  4 6 0 7 6 0 , SF, C A  941 4 6 -0 7 6 0 , m ax im u m ro ck n ro ll.c o m )

M A X IM U M  R O C K ’N ’R O L L  # 4 1 8 , $ 4 .9 9 , 8V2” x 11”, n ew sp rin t, 104 pgs.
A fte r  h a v in g  w ritte n  fo r  R a z o rc a k e  fo r  th irte e n  y e a rs  an d  h av in g  re a d  M ax im um  
R o c k ’n ’ro l l  fo r  o v e r  tw e n ty  y e a rs , I  c a n ’t  h e lp  b u t w o n d e r  i f  th e re  h a v e  b e e n  
p u n k s  w h o  se r io u s ly  a n d  fe ro c io u s ly  d eb a te  w h ic h  o f  th e se  tw o  fine  p u b lica tio n s  
is be tter. F o r  m e , th e y  b o th  c o v e r  a  n u m b e r  o f  b a n d s  I ’v e  n e v e r  h e a rd  o f, a n d  w ith  
m u s ic  re v ie w s  th a t c a n  b e  snarky . O n e  o f  th e  b ig  d iffe re n ces  is w ith  th e  co lu m n s . 
T h o se  in  M R R  h a v e  a lw a y s  b e e n  m o re  p o litic a l, w h e re a s  R a z o rc a k e  h a s  R h y th m  
C h ic k en . R a z o rc a k e  is b i-m o n th ly , w h e re a s  M R R  is s o m e h o w  c a p a b le  o f  p u ttin g  
o u t a  z in e  e v e ry  m o n th . A lso , o n e  h u n d re d  p e rc e n t n e w s p rin t v s . n in e ty -e ig h t 
p e rc e n t n ew sp rin t. T h e se  a re  so m e  g o o d  s ta rtin g  p o in ts  fo r  a n y  o f  y o u  p u n k s  
w h o  w a n t to  d e b a te  th is . O h  y ea h , a n d  th is  is su e  o f  M ax im um  R o c k ’n  ’ro l l  h a s  
in te rv ie w s  w ith  M arth a , S n o b , M au rad eu r , N e o  N e o s , S en y aw a , F .I.T .S ., IS S , 
E ric  B ifa ro , N o t  O n  T our, a n d  m ore ! T h e re ’s a lso  a ll th e  o th e r  g o o d  s tu ff: 
co lu m n s , re v ie w s , le tte rs  to  th e  ed ito r, e t c e te ra . A s  a lw a y s, w o rth  p ic k in g  u p  i f  
y o u ’re  in to  b a n d s  y o u ’v e  lik e ly  n e v e r  h e a rd  o f  an d  en jo y  th e  sm ell o f  n ew sp rin t. 
- K u r t  M o rris  (M a x im u m  R o c k ’n ’ro ll, P Q B o x  4 6 0 7 6 0 , SF, C A  94 1 4 6 )

M ID L IF E  C R IS IS  # 1 ,
$4  p p d . C an ad a , $5 p p d . rest o f  N . A m erica, 8V2” x 11”, 3 2  pgs.
T h is  T o ro n to -cen te red  z in e  in c lu d es  a tw o -p a rt in te rv ie w  w ith  O A F  fro m  2 0 1 6 . 
T h e  firs t p a r t is w ith  th e  s in g e r  T o n y  a n d  g u ita ris ts  J a k o b  a n d  D a m o n  fro m  b e fo re  
th e  b a n d  b ro k e  u p , a n d  th e  se c o n d  is w ith  th e ir  b a s s is t C e ra  fro m  a  fe w  m o n th s  
la ter. T h e  b a n d  re c o rd in g s  a re  d e c e n t s lu d g ey  h a rd co re , b u t th e  in te rv ie w  p o in ts  
o u t th a t th e  b a n d  h a d  a  b it  o f  m u lti-g e n e ra tio n a l p u n k  ro c k  le g acy  as  th e  g u ita r is t 
D a m o n  is th e  so n  o f  B la c k  F la g ’s R o n  R ey e s . T h e re ’s a lso  a  fun , q u ic k  in te rv ie w  
w ith  N o M e a n s N o  fro m  1 9 8 8 .1 fee l v e ry  lu c k y  to  h a v e  g o tte n  to  see  th e  b a n d  
tw ic e  b e fo re  th e ir  b re a k u p  in  2 0 1 6 , as  th e y  a re  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t a w e so m e  w e ird o  
a n o m a lie s  to  em erg e  fro m  C a n a d a — a n d  p ro b a b ly  so m e  o f  th e  m o s t in ten se  
m u s ic ian s  I h a v e  e v e r  seen  e v e n  o n  a  stag e . (I  re m e m b e r  R o b  W rig h t p la y e d  so  
h a rd  d u r in g  a  so n g  th a t p e rs p ira tio n  g o t in to  th e  e lec tro n ic s  o f  h is  b a ss  a n d  sh o rted  
it ou t. H e  sw itc h e d  th e  b ass  o u t m id -so n g  a n d  th e  re s t o f  th e  b a n d  n e v e r  lo s t a  
b ea t) . T h e  z in e  a lso  h asfan  in te rv ie w  w ith  p u n k  re c o rd  s to re  o w n e r  P e te  G en es t, 
w h o  w as  lik e  a  p u n k  Jo h n n y  A p p le se e d , o p en in g  s to re s  su ch  as R o u n d h o u se  
rec o rd s  in  P o rtla n d , S in g le s  G o in g  S tea d y  in  S ea ttle , a n d  H its  an d  M isse s  in  
T o ron to . A  re v ie w  o f  th e  2 0 1 2  d o c u m e n ta ry  S h e  S a id  B o o m : T he S to ry  o f  F ifth  
C o lum n  ro u n d s  o u t th e  z in e . I ’v e  n e v e r  h e a rd  o f  th e  b a n d  b u t th e y  s o m eh o w  
em e rg e d  o u t o f  th e  ea rly  1980s in  T o ro n to  to  b e  im p o rtan t p ro g e n ito rs  o f  th e  
r io t  g rrrl a n d  q u ee rc o re  scen es . O v e ra ll , th is  is a  s ta n d a rd  in te rv ie w  z in e , b u t th e  
a u th o r  D a ra g h  H ay e s  ap p ro a c h e s  th in g s  fro m  an  e n th u sia s tic  p la c e  th a t m a k es  
th is  an  e n jo y ab le  read . -A d r ia n  S a la s  (D a ra g h  H ay es , 2 5 0  P a ll M a ll S tree t, U n it 
6 0 1 , L o n d o n , O N , C an a d a , N 6 A  6 K 3 , m id life c r is ise ra h c @ g m a il.c o m )
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M ID L IF E  C R IS IS  # 1 , $5 , 8Vi” x 11”, cop ied , 3 2  pgs.
I t ’s n ic e , a n d  sad ly  ra re  th e se  d ay s , to  r e a d  a  h a rd c o re  p u n k  z in e  w h e re  th e  e d ito r 
d o e s n ’t  se e  h im s e lf  (a n d  i t ’s a lw a y s  a  m a le )  as  a n o th e r  b lo w h a rd  L e s te r  B an g s  
w ith  fak e  a ttitu d e  a n d  flim sy  k n o w le d g e . T h e  ed ito r, D a ra g h  H ay es , k ee p s  
h is  w r it in g  h o n es t; h is  e n th u s ia sm  a n d  p a s s io n  fo r  a ll th in g s  h a rd c o re  p u n k  is 
u n d en iab le . H e  co v e rs  th e  new , a s  w e ll a s  th e  o ld , w ith  in te rv ie w s  fro m  O A F  
a n d  o n e  w ith  N o M e a n s N o  fro m  1988 , a s  w e ll a s  a  ta lk  w ith  P e te  G e n e s t f ro m  
th e  H its  a n d  M isse s  r e c o rd  sto re . T h e re ’s  a lso  a  le n g th y  re v ie w  o n  th e  d o c  S he 
S a id  B o o m : T he S to ry  o f  F ifth  C o lum n . T h e re  n e e d s  to  b e  m o re  z in e s  lik e  th is. 
P lea se ! - M a t t  A v e rag e  (D arag h  H a y e s , 2 5 0  P a ll M a ll S tree t, U n it  6 0 1 , L o n d o n , 
O N , C an a d a , N 6 A  6 K 3 , m id life c r is ise ra h c @ g m a il.c o m )

M IN IM U M  R O C K  + R O L L , 5Vi x 4V4”, cop ied , 6  pgs.
M u sic  z in e  th a t is  fa r  to o  sh o rt to  c o n n e c t to . T h e  fo u r-q u e s tio n  in te rv ie w  w ith  
S O A R  w as  fa r  to o  b r ie f  to  b e  en g a g in g . T h e  e ig h t, s ix ty -w o rd  re c o rd  rev iew s , 
w e ll , th e y  w e re  fin e , I gu ess . I t ’s  ju s t  th a t I  re a d  th is  th in g  in  le ss  th a n  five  
m in u te s . T h e re  w as  n o th in g  to  g ra sp . I  g o t n o  fee l fo r  th e  z in e -m a k e r ’s v o ice . 
- C ra v e n  R o c k  (N o  a d d re ss  lis ted )

M I N O R  L E A G U E S  # 5 , $? 8 YT' x  11”, cop ied , 59  pgs.
I w a s  k in d  o f  h o p in g  th is  w o u ld  b e  a  z in e  a b o u t m in o r  le ag u e  b a se b a ll, b u t 
in s te ad  i t ’s  p a r t ia l ly  a  p e rz in e  a n d  p a r tia lly  c o m ic s  (w ell, m a in ly  c o m ics). T h e

c o n te n t in c lu d es  w ritin g  ab o u t g h o s ts , so m e  g e n e a lo g y  o f  p e o p le  w h o  liv ed  in  
th e  a u th o r ’s h o u se , a n d  w a lk in g  in  th e  w o o d s. I  re a lly  lik e  S im o n ’s w ritin g . 
I t ’s  v e ry  s im p le , b u t a lso  v isu a l. T h a t’s  a  g o o d  w a y  to  d e sc r ib e  h is  co m ic s , too . 
T h e y ’re  so  b a re  it c a n  a t  t im e s  b e  d iff icu lt to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  scen e , b u t it a lso  
c a u se d  m e  to  p a u s e  a n d  re a l ly  c o n tem p la te  th e m . T h a t sa id , th e re  a re  e x tran eo u s  
d raw in g s  a n d  p h o to g ra p h s  in  th is  is su e  th a t d o n ’t  h a v e  a n y th in g  to  do  w ith  th e  
re s t o f  th e  co n ten t. I  w o u ld  h a v e  lo v e d  to  re a d  m o re  o f  S im o n ’s w o rd s  in  p la ce  
o f  th o se , b u t I ’m  s till in te re s ted  in  s e e in g  fu tu re  is su es  o f  M in o r  L e ag u es . - K u r t  
M o rr is  (sm o o -c o m ic s .c o m )

M U S IC A  O B S C U R A , $6 , 5VT x 8 Vi”, p r in te d  zine w ith  C D , 6 2  pgs.
T h is  z in e  a n d  C D  tw o -p ie c e  co lle c ts  A d e l S o u to ’s fav o rite  e s say s  th e y  w ro te  
w h ile  b e in g  fe a tu re d  o n  th e  m u s ic  w e b s ite  N o  E c h o . T h e  m u s ic  fe a tu re d  on  
th e  C D s  s p an  fro m  p u n k  o r  o ffsh o o ts  o f  p u n k , d isc o  h its  b y  ad u lt s ta rs , lo s t 
C a m b o d ia n  ro c k , a n d  so m e  p a in fu l sc re a m o  tra ck s . T h e  essay s  th e m se lv e s  ran g e  
fro m  m u rd e rs  in  d a rk e r  g en re s , H o lly w o o d  a n d  th e  a d u lt ind u stry , aw fu l m ix e d  
m u s ic  g en re s , C o m m u n is t C u b a , b re a k fa s t ce re a l, cu lts , a n d  h e c k  o f  a  lo t o f  
o th e r  th in g s . P re tty  in te re s tin g  e s say s  a n d  a  h u g e  c o m p a n io n  C D  (w ith  a  lin k  
to  d o w n lo a d a b le  M P 3 s  i f  y o u  d o n ’t  h a v e  a  d isc  d riv e ). -T r ic ia  R a m o s  (M u sica  
O b sc u ra , ad e lso u to .c o m )

O W N IN G  T H E  M E A N S  O F  P R O D U C T IO N : T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  
J E F F E R S O N  P E O P L E ’S H O U S E , $ 6 , 4V S  x 7 ”, cop ied , 90  pgs.
O ffe r in g  “p o c k e t le sso n s  fo r  y o u r  o w n  w o rk e r  c o -o p ”  is  w h a t th is  z in e  does. 
T h a t’s  n o t  so m e th in g  I se e  m y s e l f  d o in g  in  m y  n e a r  fu tu re , so  I ’m  n o t re a lly  th e  
au d ie n c e  fo r  th is  z in e . R e a d in g  i t  a s  i f  I  w e re  its  in te n d e d  a u d ien ce , I fo u n d  so m e 
o f  it  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  b e  u s e fu l in fo ; so m e  o f  it  w a s  p re t ty  o b v io u s  a n d  le ft m e  
th in k in g , w ell, duh . - C r a v e n  R o c k  (M ic ro c o sm  P u b lish in g , 2 7 5 2  N  W illiam s  
A ve., P o rtla n d , O R  9 7 2 2 7 , m ic ro c o sm p u b lish in g .c o m )

P A R A N O IZ E  # 4 2 , free, 5 Yi x 8 Vi”, 16 pgs.
B o b b y  B e rg e ro n — th e  b a ro n  fro m  th e  c ity  o f  Z a p p  ch ip s  a n d  F a ts  D o m in o , th e  
z in e b o b s te r  n e a re s t  N ic h o la s  C a g e ’s p y ra m id  g rav e— b rin g s  u s  P a r a n o iz e  # 4 3 , 
a  b r ie f  N e w  O rle a n s  scen e  rep o rt. T h e  b a d  n e w s  is  B o b b y  re c e n tly  h a d  a  b u rs t 
ap p e n d ix . T h e  g o o d  n e w s  is  h e ’s ro c k in g  b a c k  to  p ro p e r  z in e -p r in tin g  h ea lth . 
B a c k  a t  it, B o b b y  b r in g s  u s  a  lis t o f  lo ca l g ro u p s  to  c h e c k  o u t a n d  so m e  b r ie f  
re c o rd  rev iew s . M y  fav o rite  is fo r  B lo o d s ic k ’s n e w  re lea se : “ B lo o d s ic k  has  
c o o k e d  u p  a  s te a m in g  p o t o f  b la c k e n e d  th ra sh  w ith  a  s id e  o f  d o o m  to  fill th e m  
ea rh o le s  w ith  p u re  in sa n ity !!!”  B u t th e  b u lk  o f  th e  th in g  g o es  to  C u rtis  C o ttre ll, 
“a  h u g e  c o n tr ib u to r  s u p p o rte r  o f  th e  N e w  O rle a n s  u n d e rg ro u n d  s c e n e ,” w h o  has

liv e d  ab o u t a  d o z e n  d iffe re n t liv es . C o ttre ll h u n g  o u t w ith  th e  G ra te fu l D e a d  in  
‘6 9 , g o t d ra fted , g o t o u t, s tu d ie d  p o e try  a t  O x fo rd  in  th e  ‘70 s , g o t p re t ty  in to  
f ire w o rk s  in  T u lsa , c a m e  b a c k  to  N e w  O rlean s , ro a s te d  a  fe w  d o o b e rs  h e re  an d  
th e re , a n d  liv ed  to  te ll th e  ta le . I  lik e  le a rn in g  ab o u t n e w  g ro u p s  a n d  I e n jo y  th e  
re c o rd  re v ie w s , b u t I re a l ly  lo v e d  th is  in fo rm a l p ro file  o n  a  lo n g tim e  N O L A  
p u n k er. I c o u ld  re a d  s tu f f  lik e  th a t fo r  days . T h a n k s , B o b b y ! H o p e  y o u ’re  fee lin g  
g o o d  as  n e w  a g a in  so o n , to o . - J im  J o y c e  (P a ran o ize , P O  B o x  2 3 3 4 , M arre ro , L A  
7 0 0 7 3 -2 3 3 4 , b o b b y @ p a ra n o iz e n o la .c o m )

P IC K IN G  S T U F F  A P A R T  N o . 1 (?), $4  o r  trade , 5 Vi” x 8 Vi”, cop ied , 48  pgs.
T h e  n u m b e rin g  h as  m e  o f f  b ec au se  th is  zin e  is a lso  tech n ica lly  #8  o f  C rav e n  R o c k ’s 
E av es  o f  A ss an d  #  11 o f  J o sh u a  Jam e s  A m b e rso n ’s B as ic  P a p e r  A irp lan e . C a ta log ing  
irregu larity  aside , I lo v e d  th is  z ine . T h e  co n c ep t is th a t C rav e n  a n d  Jo sh u a  Jam e s  
ass ig n ed  each  o th e r sev era l th in g s  to  rev iew — su ch  as boo k s, m u s ic  o r  even ts— a n d  
th e n  h a d  a  b ac k  a n d  fo rth  co n v e rsa tio n a l in terv iew  o v e r th e  h o w s  a n d  w h y s  o f  each  
review . T h e  resu lts  a re  te n  rev iew s  w h ich  ran g e  fa r an d  w id e , su ch  as  an  aw k w ard  
industria l m u s ic  aw ard s  show , a  teen -a im ed , sa tan ic -pan ic -fue led  C hris tian  v arie ty  
sh o w  fro m  th e  ea rly  ‘90s, a  m o d e rn is t b o o k  c lub  c a lled  Jo y ce  D iv is io n , a n d  an  
E P  o f  w h a t C rav e n  co m es  to  label “b u sy fo lk .”  A t f irs t b lu sh , I  a ssu m ed  rev iew in g  
a  z in e  o f  rev iew s  w o u ld  b e  a n  ex e rc ise  in  m e ta -ted iu m , b u t each  rev iew  en d s  up  
function ing  as  a  sp rin g b o ard  fo r an  in te res ting  essay  w h ich  ea ch  w rite r  u se s  to  
exp lo re  ideas  re la ted  to  th e ir  su b jec t a t han d , ev e n  if, a t tim es, th e ir  la ck  o f  expertise

o n  th e ir ac tu a l “ o b je c t o f  stu d y ”  is qu ite  substan tia l. F o r  in s tance , w h e n  a ss igned  
the  po s th u m o u s  E P  C hokes! b y  th e  b a n d  S ilk w o rm , C rav en  is ab le  to  u se  th e  
m id d le  o f  th e  ro a d  rev iew  o f  th e  ac tual a lb u m — to  w h ich  h e  h as  n o  rea l a ttach m en t 
o r  co nnection— as a  p la tfo rm  fo r ex am in in g  h o w  h is  m u s ic  co n su m p tio n  m e th o d s 
h av e  d ras tica lly  ch a n g ed  s ince  th e  p re -in te rn e t yea rs , w h e n  ev e ry  a lb u m  o n e  co u ld  
g e t a  h o ld  o f  w a s  an  ob je c t o f  in tense  stu d y  b ec au se  o f  s c a rc i ty ... e v e n  i f  y o u  d id n ’t  
p a rticu la rly  like  it. T h e  b a c k  a n d  fo rth  in terv iew s a fte rw ard  a re  g rea t to o , as  b o th  
w rite rs  are  p articu la rly  a rticu la te  in  ex a m in in g  the th o u g h t p ro cesses  th e y  u s e d  to  
reac h  th e ir  op in io n s  a n d  a sk in g  questio n s  o f  ea ch  o th e r th a t m o v e  th e  co n v e rsa tio n  
deeper. -A d r ia n  S alas (C rav en  R ock , 10511 P h in n ey  A ve. N , S eattle , W A  98 1 3 3 , 
eavesofass@ yahO o.com , an tiq u a ted fu tu re .co m )

P IC K IN G  S T U F F  A PA R T , $4 , 5Vi” x 8V2”, cop ied , 4 8  pgs.
P ic k in g  S tu ff  A p a r t  is a  b ra in ch ild  b e tw e en  tw o  frien d s  w h o  a ss ig n ed  each  o th e r 
th in g s  to  w a tc h , read , an d  lis ten  to , an d  th e n  w ro te  rev iew s  o f  ex p e rien ces  o f  th o se  
th in g s  a n d  th e n  d iscu ss  it, and , w e ll— p ic k  s tu f f  apart. A ss ig n m en t to p ic s  inc lude  
G ran t M o rr iso n ’s essay /m an ifes to  “P o p  M ag ic !,”  lis ten in g  to  a  d iscu ss io n  fro m  
The N ew  Yorker F ic tio n  P o d c a s t, A la k ’s 2 0 0 9  E P  I  D o n ’t  F e e l  A nyth ing , an d  m y  
p erso n a l favo rite , a  C h ris tian  te lev is io n  sh o w  F ire  B y  N ite  “ S a tan ism  U n m ask ed : 
T h e  R e tu rn  1,”  w h e re  C rav e n  m u ses , “A  lo t o f  p eo p le  a re  co m p le te ly  rep u lse d  
b y  C h ris tian  p ro p ag an d a , b u t i t ’s en d less  en te rta in m en t fo r o thers. I  g u ess  I ’m  
ju s t  g loa ting , b u t, in  th is  c a se , a t p eo p le  w h o  d efin ite ly  d e se rv e  to  fail.”  T op ics 
o f  d iscu ss io n s  w e re n ’t  a lw a y s  o f  in teres t, h o w ev e r  th e  b a c k  an d  fo rth  d iscu ss io n s  
b e tw e en  z in este rs  J o sh u a  an d  C rav e n  is in sigh tfu l, sn ark y  an d  in te lligen t. -C a m y lle  
R ey n o ld s  (C rav en  R o ck , 10511 P h in n e y  A ve. N , S eattle , W A  981 3 3 )

S E X  W I T H O U T  R O L E S , $4 , W 2” x  8V4”, cop ied , 34  pgs.
I  rea lly  w a n t to  b e  o p e n  a n d  k in d  to  o th e rs  w h o  a re  n o t m y  b a c k g ro u n d  (c is , 
u p p e r-m id d le  c la ss , w h ite  m a le ). H a v in g  n o t g ro w n  u p  a ro u n d  tra n s  p e o p le , I 
k n o w  I h a v e  a  lo t to  le a rn . T h a t’s w h y  I a p p rec ia te  re a d in g  z in e s  lik e  S ex  w ith o u t 
R o les, w ritte n  b y  E li-S a sc h e , a  tra n sm an . E li c o v e rs  a  ra n g e  o f  to p ic s  re la te d  
to  th e  tran s  co m m u n ity , in c lu d in g  sex , f lir tin g  a n d  d a tin g , co n se n t, lo n g -te rm  
re la tio n sh ip s , a n d  s e x  w ith  c h a n g in g  b o d y  p arts . I t ’s  n o t o v e rly  th o ro u g h , b u t 
i t ’s s till a  g o o d  p r im e r  fo r  so m e o n e  lik e  m y s e l f  to  g e t a  b it  o f  in s ig h t in to  w h a t 
th e  c o n c e rn s  a re  fo r  tra n s  p e o p le  a ro u n d  d ie  is su e  o f  sex . I  re a l iz e  th is  is  ju s t  
E l i ’s  p o in t o f  v iew , b u t c o n s id e r in g  h o w  lim ite d  m y  ta k e  is o n  tra n s  is su es , I ’m  
th a n k fu l fo r a n y  in tro d u c tio n . I f  y o u ’re  as  u n a w a re  o f  th is  c o m m u n ity  as  I  am , o r  
i f  y o u  w a n t to  ju s t  r e a d  th e  e x p e rien ce s  o f  o n e  tra n s  p e rso n  a n d  sex , I th in k  th is  
is w o rth  ch e c k in g  o u t. - K u r t  M o rr is  (M ic ro c o sm  P u b lish in g , 2 7 5 2  N . W illiam s  
A ve., P o rtla n d , O R  9 7 2 2 7 )
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S O M E T H IN G  F O R  N O T H I N G , 2 stam ps o r  trade, 5 !4 ” x 814”, cop ied , 2 2  pgs. 
S o m e th in g  f o r  N o th in g  is p a c k e d  tig h t in  tiny , b u t s till re a d a b le , fo n t w ith  a  
p le th o ra  o f  p e rso n a l m u s in g s  th a t ru n  th e  g a m u t f ro m  ta s ty  n e w  sn ack s , n e w e s t 
o r  re v is ite d  tu n e s , sh o w  ad v e n tu re s  f ro m  th e  fre sh  ey e s  o f  a  fo r ty -fo u r-y ea r-o ld , 
a n d  a  m o s t th o ro u g h  re v ie w  o f  T h e  E n g lish  B e a t b e c a u se  w h y  d ie  h e ll no t. B u t 
I ’ll b e  h o n e s t, th e  b e s t p a r t  o f  th is  z in e  is th e  B ev e ra g e  R e v ie w s  o f  n e w  fab  
S n ap p le s , c o c o n u t w a te rs , a n d  fru it- in fu sed  th irs t q u en c h e rs , b e c a u se  th a t s h it is 
c ru c ia l. T h is  z in e  w a s  a  fu n , lig h t-h ea rted  read . -C a m y lle  R ey n o ld s  (Idy , P O  B o x  
2 2 6 , M ass illo n , O H , 4 4 6 4 6 )

S T A N D IN G  U N A F R A ID : H E A L IN G  T R A U M A  W I T H  E D M R  T H E R A P Y ,
$4 , 414” x 514”, cop ied , 62  pgs.
I ’v e  a lw a y s  b e e n  a  fa n  o f  R o b e rt W ild w o o d ’s (A K A  R o b n o x io u s )  w ritin g . 
T h e re ’s a lw a y s  an  h o n e s ty  a n d  o p tim ism  to  it. Y o u ’ll f in d  th e  s a m e  to n e  h e re  
w ith  h is  z in e  ab o u t h is  e x p e rien ce s  w ith  E D M R  therapy . E D M R  is a  k in d  o f  
th e ra p y  w h e re  y o u ’re  g u id e d  in to  y o u r  p a s t b y  a  th e ra p is t w h o  in s tru c ts  y o u  
to  m a k e  p e a c e  w ith  it, re s tru c tu r in g  s to rie s  in  a  w a y  th a t a llo w s  th e  a b u sed  
c h ild  o f  y o u r  p a s t to  re s t. A s  a  ch ild , R o b  w a s  a  su rv iv o r  o f  b ru ta l b u lly in g . H is  
se rio u s  P T S D  m a d e  liv in g  rea lly  d ifficu lt. H e  d esc r ib e s  an  in c id e n t w h e re  he  
w a s  tr ig g e re d  b y  lo s in g  h is  g la sse s  a n d  it  m a d e  h im  ju s t  f reak  ou t. In  to ta l fig h t 
o r  f lig h t m o d e , h e  fo u g h t p eo p le , h it h im s e lf  o v e r  th e  h e a d  w ith  a  b r ic k , an d  
ju m p e d  o u t a  w in d o w  w h e n  it w a s  c lo se d . I t w a s  th is  lev e l o f  an x ie ty  th a t m a d e

h im  s e e k  h e lp  in  E D M R  th e ra p y  an d  it re a lly  h e lp ed . I t ’s a  g re a t z in e  i f  y o u  a re n ’t 
lo o k in g  fo r  m e n ta l h e lp , b u t i f  y o u  are , it  m ig h t p o in t y o u  in  th e  r ig h t d ire c tio n . 
-C ra v e n  R o c k  (M ic ro c o sm  P u b lish in g , 2 7 5 2  N  W illia m s  A ve., P o rtla n d , O R  
9 7 2 2 7 , m ic ro c o sm p u b lish in g .c o m )

su b T E R R A IN  # 7 8 , 6 ” x 9 ”, $7 , p rin ted , 9 6  pgs.
T h is  is th e  th ird  o r  fo u rth  is su e  o f  th is  fa n ta s tic  C a n a d ia n  li t z in e  th a t I ’v e  read . 
I t ’s  a lw a y s  a  q u a lity  read , a n d  u su a lly  rev o lv es  a ro u n d  so m e so rt o f  them e. T h is 
issue  is n o  e x c ep tio n  o n  e ith e r fron t, th o u g h  the  c o n c ep t th is  tim e  is le ss them atic  
a n d  m o re  ab o u t quality : th e  b u lk  o f  th e  p ro se  an d  p o e try  h ere in  h av e  w o n  vario u s  
aw ards , m a k in g  th is  issue  an  espec ia lly  g rea t read . I f  y o u  h a v e n ’t  ju m p e d  o n b o ard  
yet, I c a n ’t  th in k  o f  a  b e tte r  p la ce  to  start. H e ll o f  reco m m en d e d , eh ?  - M ic h a e l  T. 
F o u rn ie r (P O  B o x  3 008 , M a in  P o st O ffice , V ancouver, B C  V 6 B  3X 5 , C an ad a)

T A T T O O  P U N K # 1 ,  $ 1 0 , full color, 8 Vi” x 11”, 40  pgs.
F ro m  th e  m a s te rm in d  b e h in d  N u ts ! fan z in e  a n d  R o c k ’n ’ro l l  F o re v e r  c o m es  
T attoo P u n k . I t ’s  a  fu ll c o lo r  m a g  th a t’s lo a d e d  w ith  in te rv ie w s  w ith  ta tto o  a rtis ts  
a n d  to n s  o f  p ic tu re s  o f  ta tto o s  a n d  ta tto o e d  p eo p le . S o  m u c h  o f  it is h a n d  d o n e , 
w h ic h  g iv e s  it  a  p e rso n a l, jo u rn a l- lik e  feel. I t  ju s t  a ll m a k e s  p u n k , ta tto o s , an d  
N e w  Y o rk  C ity  lo o k  so  g o d d a m n  fun . P ic k  it u p  a n d  g e t in sp ire d  to  liv e  lik e  a  
m a n iac . G e t a  c ra z y  ta tto o  ac ro ss  y o u r  fo re h e a d  a n d  s ta g e d iv e  to  a  h a rd c o re  
b and ! R o c k ’n ’ro ll fo rev er!  -D a r y l  (T a ttoo  P u n k  c /o  N u ts!  F a n z in e , P O  B o x  
1959, N Y , N Y  10013)

T H IS  IS Y O U R  B R A IN  O N  A D D IC T IO N : W H E R E  T H E Y  C O M E  F R O M  
A N D  H O W  W E  H E A L , $4 , 5 Vi” x 814”, 15 pgs.
I th o u g h t a  lo t a b o u t C r im p sh r in e ’s “W ak e  U p ” w h ile  re a d in g  This I s  Your B ra in  
O n A d d ic tio n  b e c a u se , a s  J e f f  O tt say s , “ ..- .ev e ry o n e ’s ad d ic te d  to  s o m e th in g ” 
a n d  “ i t ’s O K  as  lo n g  as  y o u  fee l lo v e  in s id e ,”  w h ic h  is  true . B u t a lso , th e re ’s a  
lo t o f  s tu f f  th a t d o e s n ’t  g e t d o n e  w h e n  o n e ’s ad d ic ted . L ik e  m o p p in g  th e  floor, 
see in g  y o u r  fr ie n d s, g e ttin g  to  w o rk  o n  tim e , a n d  d o in g  an y th in g  th a t’s n o t a  
p a r t o f  b e n d in g  th e  d ay  to  m e e t th e  ad d ic tio n  itse lf. H a rp e r  d o e s  a  g o o d  jo b  
o f  e x p la in in g  w h e re  th e  co n d itio n  ca n  c o m e  fro m — so m e tim e s  i t ’s  a  “ c o p in g  
sk ills  g o n e  a w ry ”— h o w  th e y  w o rk , a n d  h o w  o n e  ca n  go  a b o u t ta k in g  th e ir  life  
b ac k , h o w e v e r  in c rem en ta lly , f ro m  th a t b e h a v io r  o r  su b stan ce . T h is  z in e  m ig h t 
b e  h e lp fu l fo r  th o se  w h o  a re  su ffe rin g  fro m  th e  c o n d itio n , b u t i t  h u m a n iz e s  
a d d ic tio n  fo r u n fa m ilia r  rea d e rs , too . Z in e s  lik e  th is  w ill p ro b a b ly  le a d  to  m o re  
co n v e rsa tio n s  a ro u n d  th e  to p ic , w h ich  in  tu rn  m ig h t m e a n  le ss  lo n e lin e ss  a n d  less 
sh am e a n d  m o re  c o m p a ss io n  an d  h e lp , w h ic h  w o u ld  b e  aw eso m e . - J im  Jo y ce  
(M ic ro co sm , 2 7 5 2  N  W illiam s  A ve., P o rtla n d , O R  9 7 2 2 7 )

T H IS  IS Y O U R  B R A IN  O N  A N G E R : W H A T  I T  IS , H O W  T O  D E A L ,
$5 , 514” x 814”, cop ied , 3 2  pgs.
A n o th e r  in s ta llm e n t o f  th e  D r. F a ith ’s F iv e  M in u te  T h e ra p y  se rie s  f ro m  th e  o n e  
an d  o n ly  F a ith  G . H arp er, P h D . D o  y o u  h av e  p ro b le m s  w ith  an g e r?  N e e d  to  g e t a  
g rip ?  W ell, th is  z in e  h o p e s  it c a n  a id  y o u  in  y o u r  q u e s t fo r  in n e r  p ea ce . A s  fo r m e , 
I re a d  it, p u t o n  m y  S id  V ic io u s  T -sh irt, th e n  w a lk e d  o u ts id e  a n d  p u n c h e d  tw o  
p a ren ts  w h o  w a lk e d  p a s t m e  w ith  sm ile s  p u sh in g  th e ir  n e w b o rn  in  a  ca rriag e . 
T h a t’ll te a c h  th em ! N o  o n e  sm ile s  a t m e  u n le ss  I say  i t ’s  o kay ! I th e n  s h o v ed  th e  
ca rr iag e  o u t in to  tra ffic , b e c a u se  fu ck  th a t k id , a n d  w h o  a re  th e y  to  b e  su ck in g  
up  m y  p re c io u s  o x y g e n ?  S o m e  d o -g o o d e r  ty p e  d e c id e d  to  s tic k  h is  n o s e  in to  m y  
affa irs , so  I h e a d  b u tte d  th e  m o th e rfu c k e r  w h e n  h e  to ld  m e  I n e e d e d  “ to  c h ill.” 
F u c k  o ff, y o u  tw at! M e  g e ts  an g ry  a n d  m e  ac ts  out! I c a n ’t h e lp s  it, a n d  k e e p in g  
it b o tt le d  u p  w ill o n ly  m a k e  m e  s ick , so  I h a s  to  le t ‘e r  r ip ! M e  is  p u n k  ro c k  an d  
all tha t. P e a c e  an d  h a p p in e ss  is fo r  m id d le  c la s s  w an k e rs  a n d  d irty  s tu p id  h ip p ies . 
M e  d o w n  h e re  in  th e  s tree ts  w h e re  m e  a n g e r  k ee p s  m e  w a rm  lik e  an  e lec tric  
b la n k e t. - M a t t  A v e rag e  (M ic ro c o sm , m ic ro c o sm p u b lish in g .c o m )

T H IS  IS Y O U R  B R A IN  O N  D E P R E S S IO N , $4 , 514” x 8V4”, cop ied , 17 pgs. 
A lm o s t ev e ry o n e  n o w a d a y s  s tru g g le s  w ith  d ep re ss io n . B u t is it  d e p re s s io n  in  
th e  sen se  th a t i t ’s  a  g en e tic  n e u ro c h e m ic a l d iso rd er, o r  a re  y o u  ju s t  b u m m e d  
o u t m o re  o f te n  th a n  n o t?  I f  th is  is so m e th in g  th a t’s b e e n  o n  y o u r  m in d , This Is  
Your B ra in  on  D e p re ss io n  is a  g o o d , q u ic k  in fo  re so u rc e  fo r  you . O n e  in  a  se rie s

fro m  “ D r. F a ith ’s F iv e  M in u te  T h e ra p y ” z in es , th is  is  a  q u ic k  re a d  fo r  an y o n e  
w h o  w a n ts  to  id e n tify  i f  w h a t th e y ’re  g o in g  th ro u g h  is  d ep re ss io n , a n d  i f  so 
h o w  to  ad d re ss  it. D r. F a ith  lis ts  o u t th e  d iffe re n t ty p e s  o f  d e p re ss io n  (o r  m o o d  
d iso rd e rs ) , th e  sc ie n ce  a n d  ca u se s  b eh in d  w h a t is  h a p p e n in g  in  o u r  m in d s , a n d  
w es te rn  m e d ic in e  v e rsu s  n a tu ro p a th ic  m e d ic in e . I t ’s a  g o o d  b e g in n e r ’s re so u rce  
fo r a n y o n e  w h o  n ee d s  h e lp  a n d  is u n su re  w h e re  to  lo o k  fo r it. - T r i c ia  R am o s  
(m ic ro c o sm p u b lish in g .c o m )

T O  R U IN  A N D  R E D E E M : H O W  T O  B U IL D  A  C O N S T R U C T IV E  
M IN D S E T  IN  P R IS O N , $5 , 4  Vi” x 7 ”, cop ied , 4 0  pgs.
A d v ic e  z in e  (Is  th is  a  n e w  th in g  in  th e  z in e  w o rld ?  T h is  is  o n e  o f  th re e  I  w as  
a s s ig n ed  th is  m o n th )  f ro m  a m a n  w h o  is d o in g  tim e  in  a  F lo r id a  p r iso n  fo r 
m a k in g  a  s tr in g  o f  b a d  ch o ice s . H e  g iv e s  y o u  th e  b a c k  s to ry  o n  h o w  h e  a rriv ed  
a t  w h e re  h e  is; th e n  g o e s  in to  h o w  p r is o n  h a s  fo rc e d  h im  to  face  h im se lf ; an d  
th e n  w h a t h e  w o u ld  lik e  to  do  u p o n  re lease . H e  d o e s n ’t  p u ll a n y  o f  th e  to u g h  g u y  
S c a re d  S tra ig h t ac t, o r  d w e ll o n  th e  w h a t ifs. H e  ju s t  h a n d le s  it a n d  g iv e s  it to  
y o u  stra ig h t. O n e  m u s t a sk  th e m se lv e s: a re  th e y  liv in g  th e  ch a o s , o r  is th e  ch a o s  
liv in g  th e m ?  - M a t t  A v erag e  (M ic ro c o sm , m ic ro c o sm p u b lish in g .c o m )

T R U S T  # 1 8 6 , € 3 , 8 ” x 1114”, 66  pgs.
W e ’v e  g o t a n o th e r  b e a u tifu l is su e  o f  TR U ST, th e  seco n d -lo n g e s t ru n n in g  p u n k  
z in e  o u t th e re  a f te r  M R R , as  fa r  as  I know . M y  u su a l ro u tin e  w ith  T R U S T  is  to  
flip  th ro u g h  q u ic k ly  w h ile  lo o k in g  fo r  a n y  s ig n s  o f  E n g lish  (a  C ra ss  q u o te  h ere , 
a  g en e ro u s  R a z o rc a k e  issu e  # 9 9  re v ie w  th e re , ( th a n k s!)) , th e n  I g o  b a c k  to  p ag e  
o n e  a n d  d ro o l o v e r  th e  la y o u t a n d  p h o to s . Is su e  # 1 8 6  fea tu re s  a n  in te rv ie w  w ith  
A lic e  B ag , a n d  it b e g in s  w ith , y e s , a  p h o to  o f  a  p a p e r  lu n c h  b a g . S h e ’s p ro b a b ly  
u s e d  to  th a t g ag  b y  now , b u t v isifa l p u n s  a n d  th e  lik e  sp e a k  to -the  z in e ’s h u m o r  
a n d  s ty le . T h e  p ag e s  a re  d re n c h e d  in  b la c k  ink , as  i f  th e  z in e  w e re  c ra f te d  b y  a 
ren eg a d e  c re w  o f  p a l lid  m o jik  ty p o g ra p h e rs  a n d  p h o to g ra p h e rs  w h o ’d  co m m itte d  
th e m se lv e s  to  th e  s tu d ji o f  p u n k  as  it a p p e a rs  in  b a s e m e n t lig h tin g . C learly , I 
f in d  g r im y  b e a u ty  o f  tin s  m a g n itu d e  in to x ica tin g . A s id e  fro m  a ll th a t g u sh in g , 
th o u g h , I sh o u ld  s a y  th is  is su e  a lso  fe a tu re s  in te rv ie w s  w ith  P e n n y  R im b u ad , 
L e b e n d e n  T o ten , Z o n e n p u n k , a n d  fu zz  ro c k e rs  S n eez e  A tta c k , a  g ro u p  w h o  I ’m  
in to  now . T h a n k s, TR U ST. - J im  Jo y c e  (T ru st, V erlag , P o s tfa c h  11 0 7  6 2 , 2 8 0 8 7  
B rem en , G erm an y , tru s t-z in e .d e )
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C o lle c te d  W r i tin g s : L ife  S ex  F a n d o m  
By J o h n n ie  Jungleguts. 2 1 2  pgs.
I  a d m i t  to  b e in g  in i t ia l ly  p u t  o f f  b y  th i s  o n e : A  q u ic k  f l ip  th r o u g h  r e v e a le d  
a  to n  o f  b la n k  s p a c e ,  w h ic h  I th o u g h t  d id n ’t  b o d e  w e l l  f o r  th e  c o n te n t ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  r e a l iz in g  s o m e  o f  th e  a u t h o r ’s  c o l le c te d  m u s in g s  a r e  c u l le d  
f r o m  F a c e b o o k .  B u t!  A f te r  o n ly  a  f e w  p a g e s  m y  m in d  w a s  c h a n g e d . T h e  
a u th o r  is  a  g a m e r  ( a c tu a l ly ,  a  “ g a y m e r ”— I lo o k e d  it  u p ! ) ,  a  f a n b o y  a n d  a n  
e s s a y is t ,  a m o n g  o th e r  th in g s .  I t ’s  th i s  b ro a d  p a le t t e  th a t  g iv e s  J o h n n ie ’s 
w r i t i n g  s u c h  im p a c t :  A  b o o k  o f  fu n n y  s ta tu s e s  f ro m  F a c e b o o k  w o u ld  
q u ic k ly  b e  r e l e g a te d  to  a  n o v e l ty . B u t  th e s e  p ro v id e  q u ic k  b la s t s  o f  le v i ty  
a m o n g s t  e s s a y s  a b o u t  th e  a u t h o r ’s v o lu n te e r  w o r k  o n  a  B o l iv ia n  a n im a l

r e fu g e ,  w i tc h c r a f t ,  a n d  h is  tw e n ty - f o u r  c o n s e c u t iv e  h o u r s  p la y in g  F in a l  
F a n ta s y  V I I .  T h e  b la n k  s p a c e  h e  le a v e s  o n  s o m e  p a g e s  j u s t  e m p h a s iz e s  
th e  h e f t  o f  h is  lo n g e r  p r o s e  p ie c e s .  T h e  s u m  o f  th e s e  d is p a r a te  p ie c e s  is  a  
d e e p ly  p e r s o n a l  r e f le c t io n  o f  id e n tity . T h o ro u g h ly  e n te r ta in in g  th r o u g h o u t  
a s  h e  p in b a l l s  f r o m  s u b je c t  to  s u b je c t ,  w i th  a b s u rd  h u m o r  a  s t r o n g  h o o k  to  
p u l l  in  s k e p t i c s  a n d  a c o ly te s .  A  c o m p le te  t r ip , a n d  w e l l  w o r th  s e e k in g  o u t. 
- M ic h a e l  T . F o u r n ie r  (C lo s in g ,  c lo s in g s to r e .b ig c a r te l .c o m )

L o rd s  o f  S t. T h o m a s
By Jackson  Ellis, 1 8 0  pgs.

S o m e t im e s  a  q u ic k ,  s t r a ig h t- f o r w a r d  b o o k  h its  th e  r ig h t  n e rv e .  L o rd s  
o f  St. T h o m a s  c a n  e a s i ly  b e  f in i s h e d  in  tw o  o r  th re e  s i t t in g s ,  b u t  a u th o r  
J a c k s o n  E l l i s ’s  s im p le  p r o s e  is  e v o c a t iv e .  I t  m a k e s  a n  im p a c t  in  th e  s h o r t  
t im e  o n e  s p e n d s  w i th  it. T h is  b o o k  is  w r i t t e n  a s  a  p ie c e  o f  h is to r ic a l  
f ic t io n  b a s e d  o n  th e  r e a l  to w n  o f  S t. T h o m a s ,  N e v . w h ic h  e x i s te d  f ro m  th e  
1 8 6 0 s  in  th e  M o ja v e  D e s e r t ’s  M o a p a  V a lle y  u p  u n ti l  th e  1 9 3 0 s  w h e n  th e  
c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  H o o v e r  D a m  e v e n tu a l ly  c o v e re d  th e  to w n  w i th  L a k e  
M e a d . T h e  p lo t  c e n te r s  a r o u n d  th e  L o r d  f a m ily — w h o s e  s to ry  is  to ld  in  a  
f la s h b a c k  b y  th e  y o u n g e s t  m e m b e r  “ L i t t l e ”  H e n ry  L o rd . H e n r y  is  in  h is  
m id - s e v e n t ie s  a n d  g o in g  b a c k  to  h is  h o m e to w n  d u r in g  o n e  o f  th e  p e r io d ic

d r y  p e r io d s  w h e n  L a k e  M e a d  h a s  r e t r e a te d  e n o u g h  to  e x p o s e  th e  r e m a in s  
o f  th e  t o w n ’s  s t r e e ts  a n d  fo u n d a t io n s .  H e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  b a c k  to  th e  to w n  
s i te  s in c e  th e  d a y  in  1 9 3 8  w h e n  h e  a n d  h i s  G r a n d p a ,  th e  e ld e r  H e n r y  L o rd ,  
lo a d e d  u p  a  b o a t  f r o m  th e  f a m ily  h o m e ’s  f r o n t  p o r c h  a n d  b u r n e d  d o w n  th e  
h o u s e  o n  th e i r  w a y  o u t  o f  to w n .

T h e  e ld e r  H e n ry ,  a  m e c h a n ic  in  S t. T h o m a s ,  is  b a s e d  o n  th e  r e a l  f in a l 
r e s id e n t  o f  S t. T h o m a s .  I n  th e  b o o k  h e  is  th e  p a t r i a r c h  to  a  f a m ily  th a t  
in c lu d e s  h is  s o n  T h o m a s ,  T h o m a s ’s  w i f e  E l le n ,  a n d  th e  y o u n g e r  H e n ry . 
G r a n d p a  H e n r y  is  a  r e s e r v e d ,  c a r in g  m a n ,  b u t  a l s o  in t e n s e ly  s tu b b o r n  a n d  
r e s is ta n t  to  c h a n g e .  T h e  s u b m e r s io n  o f  S t. T h o m a s  w a s  n o t  a  q u ic k  e v e n t ,  
b u t  r a th e r  a  g r a d u a l  d e a th  th a t  b e g a n  in  th e  1 9 2 0 s  w h e n  th e  f i r s t  s u r v e y s  
a n d  la n d  p u r c h a s e s  b e g a n  to  o c c u r  f o r  th e  e v e n tu a l  d a m . M a n y  o f  th e  e v e n ts  
th a t  p la y  o u t  in  th e  n o v e l  s te m  f r o m  H e n r y ’s  r e f u s a l  to  a c k n o w le d g e  th e  
im p e n d in g  c h a n g e  in  h i s  f a m i ly ’s l i f e  th e  r i s in g  la k e  w i l l  b r in g ,  r e g a r d l e s s  
o f  h is  p r o te s t a t i o n s  a n d  w i l l f u l  d e n ia l .  W h i le  H e n r y ’s s tu b b o r n n e s s  in  th e  
f a c e  o f  th e  in e v i ta b le  f o r c e s  o f  n a tu r e ,  t im e , a n d  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  d o e s  h a v e  
a  b i t  o f  a d m ir a b l e  u n d e r d o g  s c r a p p in e s s  in  i ts  Q u ix o t ic  n a tu r e ,  th e  w i l l f u l  

, b l in d n e s s  a n d  u n y ie ld in g  n a tu r e  h e  g o e s  a b o u t  b a t t l i n g  th e  ( l i te r a l  a n d  
f ig u ra t iv e )  t id e s  o f  c h a n g e ,  u n f o r tu n a te ly  r ip p l e s  o u t  in  w a y s  th a t  f a t a l l y  
a f f e c t  h is  fa m ily .

E llis  c ra f ts  a  s to ry  th a t  o f te n  b r in g s  to  m in d  p a r ts  o f  To K i l l  a  M o c k in g b ird . 
B o th  s to r ie s  fo c u s  o n  c h i ld  c h a ra c te r s  w h o  a re  l iv in g  o u t  th e i r  la s t  d a y s  o f  
id y l lic  in n o c e n c e  u n d e r  th e  p a l l  o f  a  f o r c e  b ig g e r  th a n  th e m s e lv e s ,  s o o n  to  
s e tt le  o n  th e ir  l iv e s  a n d  c h a n g e  th e m  ir re v o c a b ly . A l th o u g h  th is  is  a  b o o k  
m a rk e d  b y  h e a v y  lo s s , i t  is  n o n e th e le s s  s til l  a  r e f r e s h in g  re a d .  - A d r i a n  S a la s  
(G re e n  W r i te r s  P re s s , 13 9  M a in  S t., S u i te  5 0 1 , B ra t t le b o ro ,  V T , 0 5 3 0 1 )

M a k e  a  Z in e
By Joe  B ie l w ith  B il l  B rent, 1 5 8  pgs.

T h is  is  th e  tw e n t i e t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  M a k e  a  Z in e ,  n o w  o n  i t s  th i r d  
e d i t io n .  T h e  b o o k  is , t h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  a b o u t  s t a r t in g  “ y o u r  o w n  u n d e r g r o u n d  
p u b l i s h in g  r e v o l u t io n ”  ( t h a t ’s th e  s u b t i t l e ) .  T h r o u g h o u t  th e  b o o k  a u t h o r  
J o e  B ie l  s h a r e s  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  c r e a t in g  h i s  f i r s t  z in e  a n d  c o m in g  u p  
in  th a t  c o m m u n i ty ,  a s  w e l l  a s  l e s s o n s  h e ’s le a r n e d .  I n  a d d i t io n ,  th e r e  a r e  
s o m e  g o o d  n u ts  a n d  b o l t s  m a te r i a l  h e r e :  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  la y o u t  a n d  ty p e ,  
p o s ta g e ,  d i s t r i b u t io n ,  e t  c e te r a .  H o w e v e r ,  t h o s e  f o u n d a t io n a l  i s s u e s  o f

h o w  to  c r e a te  a  z in e  a r e  a l l  in  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  th e  b o o k .  T h e  f i r s t  h a l f  is  
a  m i s h m a s h  o f  r a n d o m  th in g s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  h i s to r y  o f  p u b l i s h i n g ,  z in e s  
a n d  th e  c o r p o r a t e  w o r ld ,  l ib e l ,  c o p y r ig h t ,  a n d  z in e  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h e  la s t  
o n e  r e a l ly  t r i p p e d  m e  u p . I t  c a m e  o f f  a s  o v e r l y  n e g a t iv e  w i th  z in e s te r s  
a i r in g  th e i r  g r ie v a n c e s  a b o u t  th e  c o m m u n i t y  th e y  s u p p o s e d ly  lo v e d  s o  
m u c h . I f  I w e r e  s o m e o n e  j u s t  g e t t in g  in to  z in e s ,  a f t e r  r e a d i n g  th a t  c h a p te r  
I ’m  n o t  s u r e  I ’d  w a n t  to  b e  a n y  p a r t  o f  th a t  c o m m u n i ty .

I d id  a p p r e c ia t e  th e  r a n g e  o f  in d i v id u a l s  w h o  c h i m e d  in  t h r o u g h o u t  
th e  b o o k ,  h o w e v e r ,  in c lu d in g  z i n e s t e r s  f r o m  w id e  b a c k g r o u n d s  ( a n d  
o u r  o w n  T o d d  T a y lo r ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  c h a p te r s  o f  M a k e  a  Z in e  a r e  w r i t t e n  
b y  a  f e w  o th e r  a u th o r s  in c lu d in g  K a t i e  H a e g e l e ,  S t e p h e n  D u n c o m b e ,  
a n d  F ly . T h e  D I Y  C o ijtiix  c h a p te r  b y  F ly  w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  g o o d ,  a s  i t  w a s  
t h o r o u g h  o n  e v e ry  a s p e c t  o n e  m i g h t  w a n t  to  k n o w  o n  th i s  t o p i c .  T h a t ’s 
g e n e r a l l y  h o w  th i s  b o o k  r u n s ,  th o u g h .  T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  s t r o n g  p o r t i o n s  
th a t  s h o u ld  b e  e s s e n t i a l  in f o r m a t i o n  to  t h o s e  n e w  to  t h e  z i n e  s c e n e .  
H o w e v e r ,  th e  m a te r i a l  t h a t  is  m o r e  a b o u t  th e  s c e n e  a n d  i t s  p o l i t i c s  d o n ’t  
s e e m  to  m e s h  w e l l  w i th  th e  s e c t io n s  I  b e l i e v e  to  b e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t .  
P e r h a p s  th e  n e x t  e d i t i o n  w i l l  c o r r e c t  t h e s e  i s s u e s  a n d  m a k e  i t  m o r e  
c o n s i s t e n t .  - K u r t  M o r r i s  ( M ic r o c o s m  P u b l i s h in g ,  2 7 5 2  N . W i l l i a m s  
A v e .,  P o r t l a n d ,  O R  9 7 2 2 7 )



S p e c io u s  S p ec ies , N o .  8
E d i te d  by Jo e  D onohoe, 2 0 4 pgs.

A p o c a ly p s e .  T h a t ’s  a  w o r d  th a t  a lw a y s  d r a w s  a t te n t io n .  A n d  in  th e  
c a s e  o f  v o lu m e  8 o f  J o e  D o n o h o e ’s l i te r a ry  j o u r n a l  s e r ie s ,  i t  i s  o n e  o f  th e  
tw in  th e m e s  p e r m e a t in g  th e  c o u r s e  o f  th e  b o o k .  S p e c i f ic a l ly ,  th i s  is s u e  
is  c e n te r e d  a r o u n d  th e  to p i c s  o f  i s la n d s  a n d  a p o c a ly p s e .  A t  f i r s t  i t  s e e m s  
l ik e  th e s e  c o n c e p ts  m a y  b e  a  l i t t l e  d is p a r a te ,  b u t  D o n o h o e  p u s h e s  th e  tw o  
c o n c e p ts  in to  a  r e m a r k a b ly  c o h e s iv e  w h o le  b y  u s in g  h is  p ie c e  “ H ir o s h im a  
M o n  A m o u r ”  to  d o  a  d e e p  d iv e  o n  th e  h i s to r y  o f  J a p a n ,  e v e n tu a l ly  le a d in g  
to  th e  d r o p p in g  o f  th e  a to m  b o m b s  o n  H ir o s h im a  a n d  N a g a s a k i  in  1 9 4 5 . 
B e g in n in g  file  p ie c e  a s  a  t r a v e lo g u e  o f  a  t r i p  m a d e  to  J a p a n  in  2 0 1 6 ,  D o n o h o e  
u t i l i z e s  g r e a t  e c o n o m y  b y  s h i f t i n g  in to  a  h i s to r i c a l  p r im e r  o f  J a p a n  f r o m  its  
s t a r t  a s  a  c o l le c t io n  a s  o f  w a r r in g  f a c t io n s  u n d e r  a n  im p e r ia l  c o u r t  a l l  th e  
w a y  u p  to  th e  S h o w a  p e r io d ,  w h ic h  c o r r e s p o n d s  to  th e  r e i g n  o f  E m p e r o r  
H i r o h i to  in  W o r ld  W a r  I I .  A n o th e r  c o m p le m e n ta r y  n a r r a t iv e  th r e a d  is  a  
c o n d e n s e d  h i s to r y  o f  th e  a to m ic  b o m b ,  s ta r t in g  w i th  th e  d i s c o v e r ie s  o f  
N ie l s  B o h r . P a r t i c u la r  a t t e n t io n  is  p a i d  to  th e  l i f e  o f  R o b e r t  O p p e n h e im e r ,  
w h o  w a s  a t  o n c e  b o th  a  le a r n e d ,  p r o g r e s s iv e  h u m a n is t  a n d  th e  s h e p h e r d  o f  
o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  d e s t r u c t iv e  p r o je c t s  in  th e  h i s to r y  o f  h u m a n k in d .

T h e  J a p a n e s e  s u b je c t  c o n t in u e s  l a t e r  o n  in  a n o t h e r  p i e c e  in  w h ic h  
D o n o h o e  m a k e s  a  d ig e s t  e x a m in i n g  th e  l i v e s  a n d  w o r k s  o f  s ix  k e y  
t w e n t i e t h  c e n tu r y  J a p a n e s e  a u th o r s .  I  a d m i t t e d ly  a m  o n ly  f a m i l i a r  w i th  
H a r u k i  M u r a k a m i ,  b u t  th e  f ig u r e  I  f o u n d  m o s t  f a s c i n a t in g — i f  s o m e w h a t  
s c a r y — is  th e  a u t h o r  o f  th e  S e a  o f  F e r t i l i t y  te t r a lo g y ,  Y u k io  M is h im a .  
B e g i n n in g  l i f e  a s  a  s o m e w h a t  s ic k l y  a n d  e f f e t e  c h i ld ,  M is h im a  e v e n tu a l l y  
b e c a m e  a  p r o l i f ic  a n d  in t e n s e ly  m a s t e r f u l  h a r d  r i g h t  w r i t e r ,  a t h le t e ,  a n d  
p o s s i b ly  g a y  m a n  w h o  w a s  o b s e s s e d  w i th  a  r e t u r n  to  a  m i l i t a r i s t i c  J a p a n  
b a s e d  o n  th e  t e n e t s  o f  t h e  s a m u r a i  c o d e  o f  b u s h id o .  E v e n tu a l ly ,  M is h im a  
t o o k  h i s  l i f e  in  1 9 7 0  b y  s e p p u k u  d u r in g  a  b iz a r r e ly  o r c h e s t r a te d  c o u p  
a t t e m p t  b y  h im  a n d  s o m e  c o m p a t r io t s .

A s id e  f r o m  th e  J a p a n e s e  p ie c e s  a t  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  i s s u e ,  th e r e  is  a ls o  
a n o th e r  f a s c in a t in g  t r a v e lo g u e  o f  D o n o h o e ’s  2 0 1 5  t r i p  to  G r e e c e  a n d  
s p e c i f ic a l ly  th e  i s la n d  o f  P a tm o s ,  w h e r e  S t. J o h n  th e  D iv in e  w a s  s a id  to  
h a v e  d ic ta t e d  th e  B o o k  o f  R e v e la t io n .  E r ic  W i lc o x  c o n t r ib u te s  a  g o o d  
p ie c e  a b o u t  v is i t in g  th e  A n a s a z i  c l i f f  d w e l l in g s  o f  A r iz o n a ,  C o lo r a d o ,  a n d  
N e w  M e x ic o .  E v e n  th o u g h  I g r e w  u p  in  N e w  M e x ic o ,  I  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  to

th e s e  s i te s  b u t  n o w  f e e l  l ik e  I ’m  o b l ig a te d  to  s o o n . A s  a  g o o d  c o m p le m e n t  
to  th e  r e c e n t  R a z o r c a k e ,  th e r e  is  a l s o  a n  e n t e r ta in in g  in t e r v ie w  w i th  D a v e  
D ic to r  o f  M D C . S u rp r is in g ly ,  th e  in te r v ie w  w a s  c o n d u c te d  in  M a y  2 0 1 6  
b e f o r e  T r u m p  w o n  o f f ic e , so  i t  w o u ld  b e  in t e r e s t i n g  to  s e e  h o w  d if f e re n t  
th e  to n e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  j u s t  s e v e n  m o n th s  la te r . T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  o th e r  
s h o r t  p ie c e s  th ro u g h o u t ,  b u t  th e  a f o r e m e n t io n e d  s e c t io n s  a l r e a d y  m a k e  th i s  
a n o th e r  r e a l ly  w o r th w h i le  r e a d  f r o m  D o n o h o e .  - A d r i a n  S a la s  (S p e c io u s  
S p e c ie s ,  3 3 4 5  2 0 th  S t . ,  S F , C A , 9 4 1 1 0 )

T h is  Is  M e m o r ia l  D ev ic e : A n  H a l lu c in a te d  O r a l  H is to r y  o f  th e  P o s t -P u n k  
M u s ic  S c e n e  in  A ird r ie , C o a tb r id g e  a n d  E n v iro n s  1 9 7 8 -1 9 8 6
By D a v id  K eenan , 3 0 4 pgs.

M e m o r i a l  D e v ic e ’s  b ig  b r e a k  c a m e  in  1 9 8 6  w h e n  S o n ic  Y o u th  r e q u e s t e d  
th e m  a s  o p e n e r  f o r  th e i r  U .K . to u r . U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l  
S c o t t i s h  p o s t - p u n k  b a n d  h a d  a l r e a d y  b r o k e n  u p .  O n  th e  u p s id e ,  th i s  n e a r -  
m i s s  p r e s e r v e d  M e m o r i a l  D e v ic e ’s  s ta tu s  a s  u n s u n g  h e r o e s  in  th e  d y in g  
G la s g o w  s u b u r b  o f  A ir d r ie ,  a n d  th e  m e m o r ie s  o f  th e  s c e n e s t e r s  in  th i s  
f ic t io n a l  o r a l  h i s to r y  h a v e  r e m a in e d  v iv id .  T h e  f i r s t - p e r s o n  a c c o u n ts  h a v e  
a  g r a v i ty  t h a t ’ll  r in g  t r u e  to  a n y o n e  w h o  h a d  a n  e p ip h a n y  th e  f i r s t  t im e  th e y  
s a w  s o m e  lo c a l  k id s  m a k in g  f e e d b a c k  o n s ta g e .

T h e  lo c a l  s c e n e s t e r s  a r e  a l l  h e re .  T h e  o ld e r  g u y  w i th  th e  g o o d  d r u g s  
a n d  b e t t e r  r e c o r d s .  T h e  s e x y , s a d  c o u p le  w i th  th e  n o is e  b a n d .  T h e  h a n g e r -  
o n  w h o s e  in v i s ib i l i ty  is  w e a r in g  o n  h im . S o m e t im e s  i t ’s  h a r d  to  b e l ie v e  
th a t  e v e ry  o n e  o f  th e s e  s m a l l - to w n  m is f i ts  is  s o  p o e t ic ,  b u t  i t ’s a  p le a s u r e  
to  r e a d  a n d  e a s i ly  s u c c e e d s  in  c o n v e y in g  a  l i t t l e  w o r ld  th a t  is  u n iv e r s a l  in  
i t s  s p e c i f ic ity .

A u th o r  D a v id  K e e n a n  is  a n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  m u s ic  w r i te r ,  a n d  th e  
m a n  b e h in d  E n g l a n d  s  H id d e n  R e v e r s e ,  a  b io g r a p h y  o f  th e  s c e n e  a ro u n d  
g o th / in d u s t r i a l  b a n d s  C o i l ,  C u r r e n t  9 3 ,  a n d  N u r s e  W i th  W o u n d . I n  T h is  I s  
M e m o r i a l  D e v ic e ,  h e  a p p l ie s  h is  j o u r n a l i s t i c  c h o p s  to  a n  im p r e s s io n is t ic  
o r a l  h is to r y - s ty l e  R a s h o m o n  th a t  g o e s  f o r  th e  h e a r t ,  te l l i n g  a  s to r y  t h a t ’s  
a s  m u c h  P l e a s e  K i l l  M e  a s  i t  is  A  B r i e f  H is to r y  o f  S e v e n  K i l l in g s .  T h is  I s  
M e m o r i a l  D e v ic e  s h o u ld  p le a s e  r e c o r d  g e e k s  lo o k in g  to  b r a n c h  o u t  f r o m  
p u n k  h i s to r y  b o o k s ,  a n d  b o o k w o r m s  w i th  a  s o f t  s p o t  f o r  m u s ic  a n d  a  lo v e  
f o r  n a r r a t iv e  v o ic e .  - C h r i s  T e r ry  ( F a b e r  &  F a b e r )

A  N e w  R a z o r c a k e /  

G o r s k y  P r e s s  B o o k

b y  M i k e  F a l o o n

T h e  O t h e r  N i g h t  a t  Q u i n n  s  i s  a  f a s c i ­

n a t i n g  w i n d o w  i n t o  a  c o m m u n i t y  o f  

c r e a t o r s  s u r v i v i n g  b e y o n d  t h e  m a i n ­

s t r e a m  i n  a n  o t h e r w i s e  o v e r l o o k e d  

o u t p o s t  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  u n d e r g r o u n d  

t h a t  c u t s  a c r o s s  d i s t i n c t i o n s  o f  c u l ­

t u r e ,  g e n d e r ,  r a c e ,  a g e ,  a n d  g e n r e .

M i k e  W a t t  o f  t h e  M i n u t e m e n  e x c l a i m s ,  “ W h o a ,  

t h e s e  s p i e l  b a t c h e s  p a c k  m u c h  p u n c h  a n d  

g o t  t h e i r  g r i p  w a y  i n t o  b r a i n - f r a m e !  F a l o o n  

h a d  m e  c a p t u r e d  a n d  I  h a d  t o  k e e p  r e a d i n g . ”

W a y n e  K r a m e r  o f  t h e  M C 5  a d d s  t h a t  i t s  “ . . . a  d e e p l y  

p e r s o n a l  d i v e  i n t o  t h e  p s y c h e  o f  a  h a r d c o r e  m u s i c  

f a n a t i c . . . u t t e r l y  i n d i s p e n s a b l e .  A  t r u l y  g r e a t  r e a d . ”

$ 1 0  /  P O  B o x  4 2 1 2 9 ,  L A , C A  9 0 0 4 2  
ra z o rc a k e .o rg /g o rs k y -p re s s






