“The canals are the

lifeblood, the veins and
arteries of this valley.
They’re what makes it

all possible.”

“Water will do beautiful
things, ﬁyou ]ust leave

it alone.”

“Structure is very
important. If I am
pruning a tree, I consider
its structure, how it
grows. And I remember

that when I'm dmwz'ng it

For six decades be worked to capture the essence of a place.

Now sprawl and political corruption threaten to destroy SR
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Filmed in California’s San Joaquin Valley and Monterey Peninsula, Master
of Light documents the remarkable six-decade career of artist Rollin Pickford. His
watercolors use innovative techniques to capture an agrarian landscape that is
being rapidly bulldozed to make way for strip malls and low-density

subdivisions.
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uch more than a film about art. It also tells the story of
face of many losses, including the near-destruction of
s development and political corruption. Contrasting
with stunningly beautiful scenes of the Valley, are stark images of the sprawl,
pollution and urban blight that have become increasingly commonplace there.

rrates the tale of greed and

Los Angeles Times staff writer, Mark Arax expertly na
poor planning that have turned Pickford’s hometown in to a paradigm of

peripheral growth and inner city decay.

Master of Light is m
Pickford’s courage in the
his native land by careles
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mysteries and magic of the creative

Master of Light also explores the
nd gentle wit enliven the film as it
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SE2E8 _:E < S : f S :; 58 3¢ SEES = rocess. Pickford’s self-effacing manner a
5 =g ~C 5 g Fof zwh o Wee =B = X ' reveals the secrets of his Zen-like watercolor technique. Dividing his time
8 ¢ 58 :E = EEE ESRESS ok Eo¥ - < between the San Joaquin Valley and the Central Coast, the prolific 87-year-old
c3aEEeoreRE BE SeBe® <OpEER SEIE N S artist continues to work every day, creating hundreds of new paintings each
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EE BT E " B2 g pa Secf HEEEEFA Ol - The hour-long documentary also showcases the diverse creative talents of
eEmEEFE Fo~EEE BiEE S 8 EEERE =|E SUR< Pickford’s remarkable family, including his sons, filmmaker Joel Pickford and
® S5 b S AEd o gpgbN ES506E o™ oe musician-composer Loren Pickford. Virtuoso cellist, Eugene Friesen, another
s s g n—— = S S, Fresno native and a member of the Paul Winter Consort, contributes his unique
' e saseational Stvle to the film’s powerful, all-acoustic score. Meticulously
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The companion book, California Light: The Watercolors
of Rollin Pickford is a perfect pledge premium for public
television stations who broadcast the film. The breathtakingly
beautiful volume is the first ever to combine digital photograph
with six color Hexachrome printing, .
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