Natiomnal Hispanic Envirbnmental Council

FACT SHEET

THE 2" ANNUAL NHEC
CALIFORNIA MINORITY YOUTH ENVIRONMENTAL TRAINING INSTITUTE

“6 Days of Learning, A Lifetime of Experience”
June 25-30, 2009

In and Around the Santa Monica Meuntains Natienal Resreation Area apd
Channel Islands National Park

SUMMARY

The National Hispanic Environmental €euneil (NHEE) is acecepting applications from €alifornia teens;
aged 16-18, to attend its upcoming 2/ annual “Califernia Minerity Yeuth Envirenmental Training Ingifte™.

The Institute in an intensive, science-based, residential, and highly educational six day envireRmenial Bregram 8
be held June 25-30, 2009, at several parks in the Southern California area operated by the National Bark service.
These parks include Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area and Channel Isnds Natienal Bark:

Using classroom and outdoor settings, the Institute is designed to help sreate the environmental leaders
and professionals of tomorrow by educating, engaging, and inspiring yeuth, espesially Lainps/other minerities,
on a range of environmental, natural resource, cultural, and historical topiss.

The Institute is also designed to give information on the many different college and career oppertunities
in the environment—and to strongly urge students to pursue these eareers in the future.

The CA Institute is being funded by the Pacific West Region of the Natisnal Park Service (NP8),
in comjunction with NHEC. NHEC is the only national Latine environmental and natural reseuree erganization iR
the country. NPS and NHEC are working closely together on the planning and implementation of this program iR
S. CA. However, NPS and NHEC are not new to each other—each year, NBS supperts NHEC's natienal "Minerity
Youth Environmental Training Institute”, held every August in nerthern New Mexice, as well as eur NYE Institute.
The upcoming CA Institute is a regional version of NHEC's national Institute in New Mexico.

Students should note that if selected, NHEE will provide a schelarship that will cever ysur major
costs to attend the 6 day Institute, including transportation, heusing, 3 meals a day, materials, a texiboek, science
equipment, and more. There is no fee to apply, and enly a $15 registration fee i you are aceepted:
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DAY-BY-DAY INSTITUTE OVERVIEW

The Institute is 6 days long, and will be held at several Rational parks and forests, and siate parks: in the Southern
California area. In particular, students will be geing io sites in and areund the Sanfa Monica National B%EF%%H
Area, which is near Camarille, and te Ghannel lskands National Bark: near Ventura: The majority of the &2 inshituie
training will take place in and areund these parks.
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students seriously interested in the environment.

APPLICATION PROCESS, SELECTION, AND THE INSTITUTE SCHOLARSHIB

Ms__itm_qp_en_tg_alﬂudgnts aged 16-18, and who are residents of Ealifernia. Al are welcome
to apply, aliihoug i are espedially urged to do so. given the severe under-representation of Latings
in environmemtal fields. Ap@lllcations Will be evaluat@d as they are received, se applying as seon as pessible
is strongly encouraged. See the attached "Application Eerm” and @th@f decuments tor mere infermatien en
how to apply. Students can also call or write NHEC for application materials, or go t6 eur web page at W
nheec.org. However, while students can obtain application forms frem our web site, you eannet apply en-line.
Completed applications must be mailed to NHEC.
Applicants from across the California will be compaittively selected for the Institute scholarship, based on a
variety of criteria. Selection criteria includes {but is not limited to): 1. students’ maturity and seriousness of iintan




tions; 2. students' academic background, including GPA; 3. ability to shew a stieng and genuine interest in the
environment or related field, espesiiailly as a future career—and espesiatly with the Natisnal 'éfk Service: 4. Braven
experience in some environmental activity or job; 5. extracurrisular and/or sommunity activities; and 6 diversity
by age, gender, race, ethnicity; geography, environmental experience; and ether faetors: - '

A one page essay is also required, where applicants in their ewn werds describe their qualificalions; their
interest in the environment, their future career goals, and hew they ean make a differance t sur @H\YW@HFH@H‘E new
and in the future. This essay will be especially impertant in selecting students ts the Institute:

jents will have all major Institute costs eovered By NE = 5-‘5:335 QeHIEESHIS: NHE@WIHQ‘%%

waive the $15 registration fee for any student whe is aceepied inia the Instituie but is unable i pay the fee dug 18
proven finaneial hardship.

CURRICULUM DESCRIPTION

The Institute will begin on June 25 and end at & pm on dune 36. There will be appreximately 30 students in the
Institute. Once accepted, students will be mailed materials before the start of the Institute.

Following Breakfast, the Institute will begin at 8:30 am eash merning; and will eentinue threughout
the day, with breaks for lunch and dinner. The Institute will operate like sehool. Students will be expested to arrive
on time; to be prepared; to participate fully in the classioomn and outdeer field activities; to be respestiul of the Instive:
tors, role models, and fellow students; and to follow instructions, espesially regarding safety. There is alse esursewerk
and activities in the classroom every evening after dinner till at least 8:30 pm.

The curriculum, to be taught by NHEC's Instructors will begin by esvering basic principles in envirenmenigll
conservation topics, and then progress to more advanced concepts, as eash day builds on the day befere. The
Institute combines classroom instruction with seience-based field work that complements the classiosm 1Rasns.
Students will spend much of their time outdeors, in closely supervised field astivities at the several NBS parks and
other public lands to be visited during the Institute. Students will also be taught in teams—the Institule emphasizes
team building and leadership skills, through group challenges and individual respensibility.

The Imstitute will also include sessions on the many different eareers in the ervirenment, and provids students
with oppotumities to see up-close—through interaction with rele medels, hew these jebs are performed in the real
werld.

Students will also explore the many environmental and other programs at colleges and universities
across America, plus learn where these schools are, how te apply, and mest impertantly, what teens Reed t8 knew
to gain admittance te these eolleges: ] . ) o

Helping to teach the eurrisulum will Be mapy Latine/minority “role medels”. and their B?FH%}BQ{S B2
key elernent of the Instituie. These “role medels” are working envirormental and other yBes of BIOIESSIoRAIS HOm
many different fields—park rangers, wildlife bislogists; envirormental engineers; foresters; Soil SCishtists, RINER
agrministraters, geslegists, firefighters, law enforcerment oificers, RisiBFanS:archaeologists ARG MARY MSFE. %%f
rele redels are volunteering i8 speRd time at the Institute 10 help teach the stidenis: Fhere will Be 2 variely o
rele medels each day at the Institute. . o

Thus, students will have their “own" t9 interact with; 15 be inspired tiy; g learn {P‘BP%E and )y*ins névs,

story 19 tell. In this way, the message 19 the siudents Will not oRfy Be clsar, But believasle - -1 made it in
field: and so can you

We do wish to be clear with students—this is not summer camp. The Institute is an academically
challenging, intellectually serious program for mature students with a deep and ?@ﬁum@ interest in
the environment. You will have definitely have fun, but yeu will have werk te de tee. But it yeu are §iﬁ§gf@ly
interested in learning more about the envirenment, and espesially in learning abeyt the National Bark Service
and other CA state environmental agencies, then we promise yeu will have ere of the best experiences of
your life. All of our students in past Institutes will tell you that it is truly "Days of Learning, A
Lifetime of Expexignae:",

Aa

Through supervised field trips to several beautiful national parks, as well as walks threugh streams, trails, for-
ests, beaches, and more, students will experlence the excitement of the outdeers. Buring the Instifule, students will
encounter a diversity of views and experlences, espesially from fellow students. This diversity will ensure that they
learn as much from each other as from the coursework.



POST INSTITUTE CONTACT AND EOLLOW-UP WITH STUDENTS

NHEC and our Institute are about building the next generation of envirenmenial leaders and professionals: T8 49
this, NHEC must contact students after the Institute. Thus, there is a pestinstitute component 18 the Instine;
and you need to know and agree to this compement, befere you apply.

Past-institute follow-up will take the form of ocsasional emails (oF if Recessary, a phone eall) fram NHEE that
will ask you to fill out a short questionnaire, such as your progress in seheel, your GPA, and what yeu ms? be dping
as to environmental activities or an environmental career. We ask for your sosaration in this process: ft will help
us, help you, and help students that follow you in future Instituites. ‘

NHEC will also keep you informed, by email, of other opmsrtiumities for Instituie graduates: This includes informa:
tion on our annual environmental Conference and Career Fair; sur High Schesl Environmental Sareer Awareness
Program; our Minority Hiking Program; and our other National and Regional Institeies: We will ales keep you pested
on environmental jobs, internships, and scholarship eppsntiunities, with NP8 and ether ageneigs:

SAFETY FIRST - ALWAYS

The Institute is designed to not only be high educational and enjeyable, but alss safe. NHEE has a “safety first
ethic, and safety considerations are paramount for NHEC's Instructors througheut the Instituie: And, becatise the
Institute is being co-spomsored by the National Bark Service, and has their full suppert and inNRIvement, siidenis and
parents can be assured that NHE€ has and will take every presaution to protest the health and safety of students.
When students are at national parks, they will have full aceess to NBS's medical and safety sysiem, and park and
law enforcement rangers and staff will be present whenever students are at the park or deing field werk.

INSTITUTE CODE OF CONDUCT

Once accepted into the Institute, all students must fellew the Institute “€ode of Conduet”. This Eode it a

set of reasonable rules and procedures that govern student behavier at the Institute, ineluding with Insiructers, role

models, and fellow students. NHEC reguires appropriate behavier at all times during the Institdie, and the Code

is definitely enforced, espesially since this is a Residential pregram: All siudents aRd Agik parents must read ang
an the Code prior to the Institulie. ang agree IR WHHNRG to abide By 1¥8 yerms.

Failure to follow the Eode can result in a Aurmber of penalties, including being dismissed fram the Instituie and
sent home. Students and parents should alse kaow that when on federal land (sueh as national parks) stidenis are
governed by federal law, and ean alse be prosecuted for any vielations of civil andvor eriminal vislatisns, sheuld
NBS cheose to do se. ' , .

The Code of Condust is a necessary teol for a greup of teens ina gr@ ram ke the Institdie: espagialy one th
includes students staying evernight and away frem heme. Thus, NHEE—ike your high schoal—slsiintsly uses an
enforces a Eode of Condust, and students must fellow it 1f ysu have a preBlem following reasonable rules,
then the Institute is net for ysu, and ysu should nst apply.

ABOUT THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Most people do not know this, but America created the concept of “natienal parks”. Ne natienal, publie
parks existed anywhere in the world prior to the United States inventing them. In fact, national parks have often
been called “the best idea America ever had",

The idea of preserving intact special national places for public ewnership and enjeyment started in 1872, with
the creation of Yellowstone National Park. Since then, America—and many countries after us—has been committed
to protecting some of our greatest national treasures like the Grand €anyen, Yesemite, Redwoeds National Bark,
the Everglades, the Petrified Eorest, and the Great Smoky Mountains. Other parks soon follewed. Sinee then, NBS
has been one of the premier federal agencies safeguarding our envirenment and national heritage.

Today, there are 391 national parks and menuments in eur national Park system, spread all across
America, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and out inte the Pacific and up to Alaska. They are eared for by Rearly
20,000 NPS employees. And the national park system goes beyond natural treasures like the Grand €anyen: ltalss
includes important places to America that celebrate our histery, culture, and major events.



Some of these famous sites include the Statue of Liberty; Gettyshurg Natienal Battiefield: Independence National
Historical Park (the “Liberty Bell); the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Bivthplees; the Biﬁh‘ai%e% oF hemes of many Y-s:
Presidents: and many more. The national parks are as diverse as eur Ration, and refeet GuF ultiesitural h@ﬁi%%@:

ABOUT THE NATIONAL HISPANIC ENVIRONMENTAL COUNEIL

The National Hispanic Envirenmental Eounil (NHEE) is a natienal, Ren-profit mermbership-hased organization
founded in 1997 and headquartered in Alexandria, VA (just outside Washingten; B.€): With over 8:100 members;
NHEC is the only national Latine envirenmental and natural reseurce srganization in the coURLFy; and FHRg
programs, like the Instituie, that furthers eur mission: o ‘ ' ,

NHEC seeks to edusate, unite, and engage the Lating and minerly commumily S eRVIrsRMERAl and sudiain:
able development issugs; enssurage Latings and ethers i8 ackvely work i9 Breserve and protect SuF %RY(’i"rﬁﬂrr’%%H ;
provide a natienal veise for Latines befere federal and other key environmenial decision-maksrs: and achive z,ass}ﬁ
our commumity to pursue the many eareer, educatignal; and poricy SpRATUINEES iR the sRVIFSAMERE: Qur @g}sﬂg
erede is: “because it's our environment tee":

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON NHEC

Call or write us at:

National Hispanic Environmental Council
106 N. Eayette Street
‘Alexandria, VA 22314

Phone: 703-683-3956
Fax: 703-256-8288

Or visit our website at wwuwi.nheec.org

For more Institute information, contact the NHEE Programs €eerdinater, Juan Redriguez, at:
rodri nheec.


http://www.nheec.org
mailto:jrodriquez@nheec.org

