


May 18, 20162   News

THE RUNNER

Volume 41, Issue 24

The Runner
California State University,

Bakersfield
9001 Stockdale Hwy.

Bakersfield, CA 93311-1099

Telephone: 661-654-2165

Email: therunner.online@
gmail.com

therunneronline.com

editorial staff

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Esteban Ramirez

NEWS EDITOR
Javier Valdes

FEATURES EDITOR
Annie Russell

SPORTS EDITOR
Joe Macias

PHOTO EDITOR
Karina Diaz

WEB EDITOR
Andrea Calderon

MULTIMEDIA EDITOR
Julie Mana-ay 

ASSISTANT EDITORS
Erica Carcamo and Alejandra 
Flores

AD MANAGER
Andrea Flores
aflores62@csub.edu

ADVISER
Jennifer Burger
jburger1@csub.edu

ABOUT
The Runner is a laboratory newspaper 
published weekly, in conjuction with 
the Communications Department at 
California State University, Bakers-
field.

LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR
Send letters to therunner.online@
gmail.com. All letters must be signed 
and verified and be no more than 300 
words in length. Letters may be edited 
for clarity and length. 

DISCLAIMERS
Views and opinions expressed in The 
Runner are not necessarily those of the 
editors, staff or the Communications 
Department. The stafff of The Runner 
reserves the right to refuse or omit any 
advertising or material which advo-
cates illegal activity, or which may be 
considered libelous, irresponsible or 

tasteless. 

COPYRIGHT
Copyright belongs to the Communi-
cations Department at California State 
University, Bakersfield. 

By Julie M. Perez
Multimedia Editor

 At a University Council meet-
ing, smoking on campus was 
a main issue brought up by the 
council. 
  BJ Moore, a CSU Bakersfield 
professor, suggested that many 
of the international students 
smoke too much and throw 
their cigarette butts on the floor, 
making the campus dirty. 
  Though international students 
are not the only smokers on 
campus, the issue is one many 
campuses have tackled. 
 Vice President of Student Af-
fairs Thomas Wallace and CSU 

Bakersfield’s president, Horace 
Mitchell answered Moore’s 
concern with a new policy that 
has been created. 
  Both Wallace and Mitchell 
said that over a year and a half 
ago, the CSU campuses turned 
to human resources where a 
committee and a new policy 
was created to resolve the 
smoking issue on campus.
  The new policy is CSU and 
UC system-wide and is already 
taking effect in most college 
campuses. 
  CSU and UC campuses will 
get a draft policy about no 
smoking on campus whatso-
ever, including e-cigarettes, 

vaping and tobacco related 
products. 
  CSUB is in the process of the 
ban.
 The no smoking policy is hop-
ing to improve cleaner univer-
sity campuses and the health of 
students, faculty and staff. 
 “We’re in college, and we 
know what smoking does to 
the body…the ban is not fair 
but I do think that the smok-
ing area should be away from 
people…where it doesn’t affect 
non-smokers…there could be 
a benefit, we’d have a cleaner 
campus with less cigarette 
butts,” said sophomore Israel 
Camorlinga, a psychology 

major.
  Few students on campus 
question how this new policy 
will be enforced considering 
many people who work for 
campus and who are students 
on campus smoke. 
  Though it is agreed that 
smoking is an unhealthy habit, 
some students believe this sys-
tem-wide ban is not justified. 
  “Vaping is different from 
smoking in general…to say 
something like that kind of 
discriminates people in a 
way because that’s singling 
them out and not giving them 
(smokers) anywhere at all,” 
said Roberto Davalos, senior 

and kinesiology major. “I’m 
against smoking, but it’s unfair 
to others.” 
  Six of the 23 campuses 
already ban smoking, while the 
rest are in the process. 
  Spokesperson of the CSU 
Chancellor’s Office Elizabeth 
Chapin said that nothing has 
been done yet, but there is a 
task force that would review 
the creation and implementa-
tion of the plan and are cur-
rently consulting with campus 
leadership on the best way to 
achieve the new policy.
  At CSUB, there are 21 des-
ignated smoking areas but not 
many students and faculty are 

aware of them. 
  “Chronic smokers will have 
a harder time not being able 
to smoke which could lead to 
them smoking anyway and 
disobeying the band or possibly 
a strike of some sort,” said se-
nior and business management 
major, Aaron Castro.
 If CSUB adopts the potential 
no smoking ban, the 21 des-
ignated smoking areas will no 
longer exist. 
  If or when the policy is rati-
fied, smokers will either have 
to leave campus to smoke, seek 
help to quit smoking, or smoke 
secretly, despite the ban. 

CAMPUS

Smoking on CSU and UC campuses banned

ASI agrees on $1,715 for filters of Runner Refill Stations 
By Esteban Ramirez

Editor-in-Chief

 ASI agreed to purchase 30 
more filters for the Runner 
Refill Stations at the cost of 
$1,715 during the board of 
directors meeting on May 13 in 
ITV Studio C.
 During spring 2014, ASI voted 
in favor of purchasing and 
installing 20 Elkay drinking 
fountains, which included the 
Runner Refill Stations, along 
with an extra filter for each 
station.
 ASI Vice President of Univer-
sity Affairs Anish Mohan said 
he wanted to purchase 30 more 
filters so they can be sustained 
for the next year and a half.  
 Each filter would cost around 
$57.
 There was no money set aside 
by CSU Bakersfield for the fil-
ters, so Mohan said they want-
ed to take that on as students.   
 “The main reason was just to 
make sure students have clean 
water for now,” he said. “In the 
first phase when it was started, 
almost 100,000 bottles were 
prevented from hitting the 
landfill. It’s a great project that 
was initiated. I think it’s very 
important.”
 ASI Director of Legislative 
Affairs Pedro Naveiras, who 
voted in favor of the resolution, 

said he always sees long lines 
for the filters, especially in 
Dorothy Donahoe Hall.
 The purchasing of the filters 
will come out of the supplies 
and services line item.
 “I’m very happy [it was ap-
proved],” Mohan said. “I was a 
little concerned because if we 
didn’t have any filters, students 
wouldn’t be able to use it, and 
it defeats the purpose of actual-
ly having these on campus.”

Japan and Beyond
 The ASI board approved 
$2,550 for Japan and Beyond’s 
Matsuri event during the meet-
ing on Friday, May 13.
 The event will be this Friday in 
the gym of the Student Recre-
ation Center from 4 p.m. to 9 
p.m.
 The Matsuri event was unani-
mously approved by the board.
 “I went to this event last year, 
and it was really cool,” said 
ASI Executive Vice President 
Jennifer Sanchez. “I saw major-
ity of students there. I thought 
it was a really cool, cultural 
event.” 
 For the past two years, Japan 
and Beyond has hosted this 
event, and last year, 239 people 
attended the Matsuri. 
  This year’s Matsuri is free 
admission to students and the 
community and will have free 

parking in lots K1 and K2.
 “The purpose here is to enrich 
student life because as our 
campus, we should always have 
something fun and interesting 
for the CSUB students to do,” 
said Japan and Beyond’s Presi-

dent Kalyn Dunham.
 Dunham said there will be 
origami, mask making, cosplay 
and fish painting. 
  For entertainment, they will 
have taiko drummers, budo, 
judo and CSUB singers. 

  Other clubs involved in the 
Matsuri are Campus Gamers 
and Judo Club.
 Dunham said there will be a 
silent auction, raffles and Japa-
nese snacks.
 “Those three things will be 

funding for the club,” he said. 
“If that works well, we’ll be 
able to have the Matsuri next 
year without having to push for 
as much funding.”
 He added there will be a cos-
play contest.

MEETING

Ben Patton/The Runner
Vice President of University Affairs Anish Mohan discusses the Runner Refill Stations at the ASI meeting on May 13.

CORRECTION

Curt Asher is the dean of the Walter W. Stiern 
Library. 
His name was misspelled in last week’s issue.

Do you enjoy writing, taking photos, editing, 
drawing comics, filming video or informing 
your peers about the news of your campus? 

Join The Runner today!
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By Alejandra Flores
Assistant Photo Editor

 The second annual CSU Ba-
kersfield Nursing Health Fair 
took place Thursday, May 12 
near the Student Union Patio 
and Runner Park to promote 
health and wellness to students, 
faculty and staff. 
 The health fair, which was 
sponsored by Community Pre-
ventative Health Collaborative 
club and Associated Students 
Inc. educated students on var-
ious topics like alcohol abuse, 
infant CPR safety, anxiety, 
sexual assault, cardiovascular 
disease, safe sex and marijuana. 
 “This event is important 
because college students forget 
about their own health,” said 
Kevin Santos, 28, nursing 
major.

 CSUB third and second year 
nursing students offered free 
health screenings: checking 
blood pressure, blood sugar, 
cholesterol levels and BMI. 
 “It’s great because it exposes 
the student body into some 
health issues that they do not 
know about,” said Yessenia 
Sanchez, 23, nursing major.  
 The counseling center, Student 
Health Center, Student Rec-
reation Center, Clinica Sierra 
Vista, Links for Life, CSUB 
Global bridges, and Back 2 
Back CrossFit were also pres-
ent at the event. 
 “I like how they are trying to 
involve everyone in it,” said 
David Romero 19, computer 
science major. “It’s not for a 
specific group. They are trying 
to get everyone to come.”

By Domenica Ortiz
Reporter

  The Society of Human Re-
source Management (SHRM) 
at CSU Bakersfield competed 
in a national two-day compe-
tition in Salt Lake City, Utah, 
where they placed 12th out of 
the 27 teams that competed.
  CSUB competes in the West 
Division and this year the team 
competed in Division II. 
   The student case competition 
is an annual competition for 
human resource majors.
  The event brings together HR 
professionals, students, and 
student chapter advisors from 
various colleges and univer-
sities. 
   The SHRM Case Competi-
tion focuses on a number of 
HR issues such as manage-
ment practices, training and 
development, compensation 
and benefits, employee/labor 
relations, health, safety and 
security.   
  Cases dealing with HR sce-
narios are created for students 
to read, analyze, and develop 
solutions and recommenda-
tions.  
  A team made up of 2-5 
students represented CSUB in 

both oral and written presen-
tations. 
  Judges then review and 
evaluate both written and oral 
presentations. 
   All teams compete on the 
first day and on the second day 
the finalists are announced; 
finalists will compete for first 
place. 
  “Participating in the compe-
tition is a commitment,” said 
Lisa Salinas, president of the 
SHRM organization. 
  She said that the organiza-
tion’s main goal is to learn, 
network and “of course, win.” 
  CSUB students dedicate so 
much time to the competition 
as well as juggle between 
classes and their daily lives. 
  Salinas revealed that CSUB 
students gain exposure to HR 
problems that they may face 
one day and the team struggles 
and grows together. 
  Students also hear from 
keynote speakers, have the 
opportunity to sit down with 
local HR practitioners and are 
able to engage with fellow 
attendees. 
  She hopes for CSUB students 
to “strengthen their ability 
to think strategically, make 
ethical decisions, and develop 

leadership and presentation 
skills.” 
  She also wants CSUB stu-
dents to advance both person-
ally and professionally.
  The students feel the effort 
has been worthwhile.  
  “Being exposed to something 
that will be my future career 
has been the most valuable ex-
perience,” said Alma Ramirez, 
business administration major 
with a concentration in human 
resources 
  Ramirez said that although 
the experience was intimidat-
ing at first, she felt very proud 
to represent CSUB. 
  Freshman Cassandra Garza, 
human resource management 
major, stated that she hopes to 
one day be apart of this worth-
while experience. 
  “I have heard about the 
SHRM Case Competition and I 
hope to one day gain exposure 
to the fresh knowledge, skills 
and ideas from HR students 
from various colleges and 
universities,” said Garza. 
  SHRM hopes to receive many 
more opportunities to network 
with other students and show-
case their knowledge to HR 
practitioners.   

By Jonathan Wells
Reporter

  As administrative support 
coordinator Diana Torres pre-
pares for retirement in August, 
she takes a moment to remi-
nisce on her 26 years at CSU 
Bakersfield and discusses plans 
for retirement. 
  “I started [at CSUB] in 
1990,” said Torres. “When I 
first started, I was in a totally 
different program. I worked for 
the ITV network in their Young 
Scholars Program.”
  The Young Scholars program 
was a CSUB program where 
high school college-bound ju-
niors and seniors were recruit-
ed and given an opportunity to 
earn university credit by taking 
college courses, according to 
Torres.
  “We wanted to encourage stu-
dents to get a taste of what it’s 
like to take a college class and 
hopefully stay here and attend 
the campus,” Torres said.
  The ITV network is also 
where Torres met the now-Ad-
ministrative Assistant to the 
President Tina Giblin.  
  “I started working at the ITV 
network in ’89-’90, and Diana 
came in after,” said Giblin. 

“[Torres] is one person I can 
say is as committed as I am 
about students.”
  After working 14 years for 
the ITV network, Torres was 
re-assigned to work in the 
modern languages department, 
now the business and public 
administrations department, in 
2004. 
  In that position, Torres made 
her leap into the academic 
world.
  However, it wasn’t necessari-
ly a smooth transition. 
  “It’s a nightmare trying to 
learn everything from scratch, 
and now with the semester 
system, it’s a nightmare,” said 
Torres. “It’s either sink or 
swim.”
  Winning the outstanding staff 
member award for 2015 gives 
every indication that Torres is 
swimming. 
  This is an appreciation award 
where one must be nominated 
by theirr peers to be consid-
ered.
  “Yesterday, a student came 
in with a concern that [Tor-
res] could not answer, so she 
picked up her phone, called me 
and we found an answer for the 
student,” said Giblin. “[Torres] 
goes above and beyond to help 

everyone. Whether student or 
staff, she will help. 
  “That’s why it didn’t surprise 
me when she was nominated 
for that award. Diana has a 
very strong work ethic and 
is very passionate about our 
mission. We are going to really 
miss her.”
  Torres said she will miss the 
students and her faculty family 
as well, but she is looking 
forward to her vacation in July 
and retirement in August.
  “I know it’s time for me to 
move on. I’m really slow to 
changes, but I figured I’m 
already at retirement age…and 
it gives another young person 
a position to get hired,” said 
Torres. “Also, I really want to 
travel but only in the United 
States. The U.S. has so much 
to offer. We don’t really appre-
ciate what the U.S. has.”
  As an early retirement gift to 
students, Torres offered some 
advice.
  “Always get advising from 
faculty. Never go by what your 
friends say,” she said. “They 
may not have heard it right, 
and they are going to give you 
misinformation. Stay organized 
and read your catalogs.”

ADMINISTRATION

Interim dean is ready for the fall
By Chris Mateo

Distribution Manager

  Steve Bacon is set to become 
the interim Dean of Social Sci-
ences and Education on August 
1 as Kathleen Knutzen, the 
current dean, will be retiring at 
the end of the spring quarter. 
  “I am truly honored to serve 
SSE,” said Bacon. “[I’m] excit-
ed there’s new challenges next 
year with quarter to semester.”
  Bacon is not a CSU Bakers-
field graduate. However, he is a 
Bakersfield resident.
  Bacon has been with CSU Ba-
kersfield for 24 years, where he 
started as a part-time lecturer.  
  Bacon’s education started off 
at UCLA, where he majored in 
study of religion and pre-med. 
  He then received his master’s 
degree in clinical psychology 
at San Diego State and went 
on to receive a PhD in clinical 
psychology at the University of 
Minnesota. He also completed 
a Post Doctoral Fellowship in 
pain research at UCSD School 
of Medicine. 
  After completing his educa-
tion, Bacon returned to Cal-
ifornia and since Bakersfield 
was his home and an affordable 
place to live, he chose to move 

back. 
  Bacon has been the associate 
dean since August of 2013.
  After his part-time position he 
started a full-time position, and 
that led to a tenure path. 
  Though his position is tem-
porary, Bacon has considered 
making the leap to full-time. 
  “It’s an open question, but 
it is probable I would throw 
my name into the ring,” said 
Bacon.
  As interim, Bacon has some 
things that will be on his agen-
da to execute and continue. 
  “[I want to continue] the 
values and policies of Dean 
Knutzen, that includes con-
tinued participation with the 
community, maintaining good 
relationships with the commu-
nity and continue to strengthen 
the quality of our program. 
And continue to be a very 
student-centered school,” said 
Bacon.
  There are other initiatives that 
Bacon hopes to see developed 
as the interim dean.
  “One initiative is a Quality 
of Life Center. It would reach 
out and work with community 
groups and become an import-
ant resource for our communi-
ty,” said Bacon.

  Bacon also has immediate 
goals he wishes to accomplish, 
such as getting through the 
changes the next school year 

will bring and working to keep 
students in school and graduat-
ing on time. 
  Bacon expressed his gratitude 

and excitement for next year’s 
opportunities. 
  “I am appreciative of the 
support from the faculty and 

staff and I look forward to work 
with a group of colleagues that 
are so dedicated to our stu-
dents,” he said.

Chris Mateo/The Runner
Steven Bacon will take over for the position of dean of social sciences and education for the fall 2016 semester as Kathleen 
Knutzen is set to retire .

Coordinator set to retire SHRM ends in 12th place

Annual health fair returns to campus
HEALTH

Sophomore philosophy major Raymone Williams makes 
a masterpiece at the art book outside the Student Union 
pation.

Photos by Trevante Hammonds/The Runner
Fellow CSU Bakersfield students interacting at the health fair 
to get tips on how to live a healthy life outside the Student 
Union patio.

CAMPUS COMPETITION
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  CSUB (16-32), who beat 
NMSU 2-1 on Friday to ad-
vance to the title game, won its 
first WAC Tournament cham-
pionship and earned a bid into 
the NCAA Division I Softball 
Regionals.
  “It really does say a lot about 
what we have done here in the 
small amount of time,” said 
Buck-Ziegler. “Our kids are 
starting to believe that we are 
winners.”
  Both offenses struggled to get 
any hits through six innings. 
CSUB only had two hits and 
NMSU (38-21) had three hits in 
the first six innings.
  However, in the bottom of the 
sixth inning, the Aggies were 

able to get the bases loaded 
with one out.
 “I came out to the circle and 
[senior pitcher Amber Mills] 
thought I was taking her out 
at that moment,” said Buck-
Ziegler. “I said ‘I’m sticking 
with you, bud. This is your 
ballgame.’ She looked at me 
and said I got this. Even when 
they had the bases loaded, I 
just kept thinking they got this. 
It’s their time to show up, and 
that’s what they did.”
  Mills and the defense got out 
of the jam thanks to Mills strik-
ing out Aggies’ senior Tatum 
Reedy and a diving catch from 
senior center fielder Sydney 
Raeber on a fly ball from soph-
omore Corrin Green.

  That set the stage for Larios’ 
home run.
  “I saw [Larios] in the box,” 
said Mills. “Her eyes just 
looked totally different than 
any other at bat. I had this great 
feeling. It’s going to happen. 
It’s going to happen.”
  After getting a run on the 
board, the Roadrunners’ de-
fense then came on and closed 
it out with two groundouts and 
Mills struck out NMSU’s soph-
omore Fahren Glackin to clinch 
CSUB a spot in the Regionals. 
  Last year, CSUB was in the 
same position but fell to NMSU 
in the WAC Tournament cham-
pionship game.
  “It’s crazy how it was the 
same setup as last year, and I 

told them I don’t know why, 
but there is a reason and we are 
walking out of here as the WAC 
champions,” said Buck-Ziegler.
  Raeber said she felt they 
played for some revenge 
against the Aggies.  
  “We played pitch to pitch, and 
we weren’t really looking for 
an outcome, [but] I do believe 
we played for revenge,” said 
Raeber.
  CSUB was led by Mills (9-14) 
who earned the win and gave 
up only four hits, striking out 
four batters and walking only 
one on her way to a complete 
game.
  Mills earned all three of the 
tournament wins.
  “She turned to me and said, 

I get what you been wanting 
from me all these years,’” said 
Buck-Ziegler. “She finally got 
that belief in herself, and you 
saw that on Saturday.”
  CSUB’s Sydney Raeber, 
who recorded saves against 
University of Missouri-Kansas 
City on Thursday and NMSU 
on Friday, earned the WAC 
Tournament Most Valuable 
Player Award. Mills and Larios 
garnered All-Tournament Team 
honors. The Roadrunners are 
set to play in their first NCAA 
division one tournament against 
the number 12 national seed 
UCLA in a double elimina-
tion format on Friday, May 21 
at 6 p.m. at UCLA’s Easton 
Stadium. UCLA (35-13-1, 

Pac-12 16-5-1) is making its 32 
appearance in the NCAA Tour-
nament and finished second in 
its conference. 
  Buck-Ziegler will return to her 
alma mater to play against them 
for the first time this season. 
  “It’s going to be fun and going 
to be a fun place to play at,” 
she said. 
  Buck-Ziegler is excited the 
CSUB softball team will get its 
first shot at a national champi-
onship. 
  Raeber said CSUB has what it 
takes to beat UCLA.
  “We have what it takes to 
win this regional,” she said. “I 
know we are going to do big 
things. We are going to shock 
the world.”

THE BIG STORY

CSUB sweeps Chicago State in weekend series

Roadrunners to play UCLA at Regionals

BASEBALL

By Syleena Perez
Reporter

  The CSU Bakersfield baseball 
team was able to score its first 
sweep of the season beating 
Chicago State University at 
Hardt Field from May 13 to 
May 15. 
  The Roadrunners have now 
won six consecutive games 
helping their winning percent-
age in efforts to get a bid into 
the Western Athletic Confer-
ence Tournament, which is set 
to start May 25.
  “It’s been a tough year, but 

these last two weeks have been 
our best two weeks. We always 
want to end on a positive note,”
said CSUB head coach Bob 
Macaluso. 
  CSUB (15-34, 9-14) will 
continue its road to the WAC 
Tournament with a non-confer-
ence game against Cal Poly on 
May 17. 
  Then, the Roadrunners will 
continue in conference play 
with their last conference series 
against North Dakota that will 
determine their fate.
  Macaluso explains how im-
portant next week is for them, 

and how the team needs to take 
the same approach that they 
did in this series with Chicago 
State into their last series with 
North Dakota on May 19-21.
  Redshirt-junior outfielder 
Dustin Frailey was able to get 
his 24th multi-hit game of the 
2016 season.  
  Redshirt-senior pitcher AJ 
Monarrez will rest during the 
week before the North Dako-
ta series after coming out of 
Sunday’s game at the top of the 
second due to undisclosed arm 
injury.

May 13
CSUB 6, 
Chicago State 5

MVP 
Junior second baseman Da-
vid Metzgar went three for 
five  and getting five RBIs 
against Chicago State. 

Key Moment
With runners at first and third 
Metzgar hit a RBI walk-off 
single to bring in Frailey.

May 14
CSUB 14, 
Chicago State 3

MVP
Four CSUB players recorded 
two RBIs in the game against 
Chicago State. Junior Cody 
White, Jones, senior Chance 
Gusbeth and junior Ryan Grot-
john all had two RBIs
.
Key Moment
At the bottom of the sixth 
inning, the Roadrunners were 
able to to bring a total of 13 
batters to the batting box. 

May 15
CSUB 4, 
Chicago State 2

MVP
Jones went two of four hitting 
with two RBIs to help the 
Roadrunners take the sweep 
against Chicago State.

Key Moment
With a double from Grotjohn in 
the bottom of the fifth inning, 
Frailey hit an RBI triple. Then, 
Jones hit and RBI single to 
bring the score to 3-1. 

Karina Diaz/The Runner
Catcher Junior Felix sets up to swing at a pitch on Friday, May 13 at CSU Bakersfield’s Hardt 
field. The Roadrunners have won six consecutive games.

Trevante Hammonds/The Runner
The team rushes the field and sprays water on David Metzgar on Friday, May 13 after his 
game-winning hit at Hardt field.

Photo courtesy of  Joe Whiteside/Western Athletic Conference
For the first time CSUB’s softball team wins the Western Athletic Conference Tournament title and advances to the NCAA Division I Regionals where the Roadrunners will play the number 12 
national seed UCLA on Friday at Easton Stadium.
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[LARIOS, Page 1]
  Behind Larios’ home run, the 
Roadrunners beat the Aggies 
1-0 and won their first Western 
Athletic Conference Tourna-
ment championship on May 14. 
  Larios’ mother, Elsa, had bat-
tled lupus in her liver and also 
suffered from an autoimmune 
disease for 11 years. 
 It wasn’t until five months 
before Larios’ high school 
graduation, that her illness got 
worse.
 “She was only expected to live 
one more month,” said Larios. 
 While in the hospital her 
mother told her to promise she 
would play college softball no 
matter what happened. 
 But a life-changing phone call 
would change Larios and her 
family’s lives. Her mother was 
granted a liver and would give 
Larios’ more time with her 
mother.
 However, her mother died on 
Jan. 15, 2013.
 In the moment when Larios 
stepped to the plate, she knew 
her mother was with her in that 
batting box.
 “I felt it off my bat, I was like 
oh man,” said Larios.
 Larios said the feeling of hit-
ting the game-winning run was 
awesome. 
 “I can’t tell you or can’t ex-
press how [awesome] and what 
it feels to me,” she said.
 Larios’ teammates noticed 
something different in her last 
at-bat against the Aggies. 
  She was talking to herself, and 
she had a different look in her 
eyes. 
 “I could see her saying ‘come 
on mom, come on mom,’ so I 
was in the dugout saying ‘come 
on mom, come on Jo’s mom,’” 
said sophomore outfielder Julea 

Cavazos.
   Before arriving at CSUB, 
Larios played at Seminole State 
College in Oklahoma. She 
batted .338, drove in 47 runs 
and hit nine home runs. She 
helped the Trojans earn a spot 
in the National Junior College 
Athletics Association Division 
I National Championships. Last 
year, she stared in 23 of the 26 

games. She had five RBIs, two 
runs scored and one triple.
 Larios is hitting .193 on the 
season on 88 at-bats with nine 
runs batted in. The Roadrun-
ners went undefeated in the 
WAC Tournament as they 
earned a bid to the NCAA Di-
vision I Regionals in a double 
elimination format. 
 CSUB will first play against 
12th-seeded UCLA on May 20 
at 6 p.m. CSU Fullerton and 
Fresno State are also in the 
same Regional.
  Larios said she still couldn’t 
believe that the team won, but 
she knew that they could do it. 
 “I am so pumped, just to know 
we are going to be close by and 
all our families are going to be 
there, and that’s what I think 
that’s most important to us,” 
said Larios. 

SOFTBALL

Catcher delivers in clutch

AJ Alvarado/The Runner
Junior catcher Joanna Larios sets up to swing at a pitch 
during a game against Grand Canyon on April 29.

 “I can’t tell you or 
can’t express how 
[awesome] and what 
it feels to me.”

Joanna Larios, 
Junior Catcher




