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and Washington as prohibited to enemy aliens by 15 or 24 February—with
the latter date applicable to those areas that had a considerable alien popu-
lation. But Mr. Biddle questioned the necessity of forcibly excluding German
and Italian aliens from all of these areas and wondered why whole cities
had been included in Washington and Oregon and none in California. He
added that if, as he had been informally advised, all of Los Angeles County
was going to be recommended as a Category A area, the Department of
Justice would have to step out of the picture because it did not have the
physical means to carry out a mass evacuation of this scope. In conclusion, he
stated that the Department of Justice was not authorized under any circum-
stances to evacuate American citizens; if the Army for reasons of military
necessity wanted that done in particular areas, the Army itself would have
to do it.**

The Attorney General’s stand led naturally to the drafting of a War
Department memorandum summarizing the “questions to be determined re
Japanese exclusion” that needed to be presented to President Roosevelt for
decision. These questions were:

(1) Is the President willing to authorize us to move Japanese citizens as well as
aliens from restricted areas?

(2) Should we undertake withdrawal from the entire strip DeWitt originally
recommended, which involves a number of over 100,000 people, if we included both
aliens and Japanese citizens?

(3) Should we undertake the intermediate step involving, say, 70,000, which in-
cludes large communities such as Los Angeles, San Diego, and Seattle?

(4) Should we take any lesser step such as the establishment of restricted areas
around airplane plants and critical installations, even though General DeWitt states
that in several, at least, of the large communities this would be wasteful, involve
difficult administrative problems, and might be a source of more continuous irritation
and trouble than 100 percent withdrawal from the area? >3

After a morning conference with Mr. McCloy and General Clark about
the alternative courses proposed, Mr. Stimson tried to see the President to
discuss them with him. Mr. Roosevelt was too busy for an interview, but
in a telephone call at 1:30 p.m. the Secretary after describing the situation
to the President “fortunately found that he was very vigorous about it and
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