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But their game here tran-
scends the usual. It is, as I think
you surely know by now, the
game being played for the bene-
fit of the survivors of the terrible
sports disaster of a year ago at
Toledo, Ohio. As such, it is be- |
ing called the Mercy Bowl game.
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: SAM BALTER Shakespeare wrote a long
| them ago that the quality of mercy “dropped as the
| gentle rain from Heaven.” Here on Earth it is the char-
- || acteristic that distinguishes man from beast. It is the
i quality which,K we hope will guide you to attend the
game at the Coliseum next Thanksgiving Day.

Your attendance won’t bring back the 17 young men |
who died in the crash, and it won’t restore mobility of |
limb to others who have been maimed for life. But it |
will enable their dependents to survive and it will help |
pay for care for those still hospitalized and unable to
meet their bills. :

All the players participating in the game will pay |
to get in. So will officials, sportswriters, broadcasters,
pubilicity men, even the ushers. Everybody. The Coli-
seum is donating its facilities. Football players of other
teams throughout the country have bought tickets, |
even though they cannot attend. |

Qrganizations like the National Football League, the |
NCAA, and the Dodger and Giant baseball teams, have |
made sizeable donations. It seems to me that this is the |
kind of cause that will stir the compassion of sports-
minded individuals, for everything about the disaster
was horrible.

That a college football team should be wiped out al- |
most en masse -was tragic enough, considering that
these were young men only on the threshold of life. But
the circumstances that came later were unbelievable.

The airline carrying the team to its day of destiny |
went bankrupt, and the insurance company found this
development as a loopholé to avoid paying off. Not a cent ;
of insurance money has been paid. —Los Angeles Examiner photo by Ralph Alexander,
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