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ightin
rutality

by Edward Castillo

The year is 1999 and police
brutality has gotten incredibly bad.
Police brutality became a big issue
when a black man was beaten by
cops in Los Angeles. On March 3,
1991, Rodney G. King, an African
American man was beaten by cops
after being caught speeding. This
episode was not taken very well.
After the acquital of the officers
who beat him, riots broke out and
caused various amount of prob-
lems for the people and the com-
munity.

In New York the state legisla-
ture recently approved the “Safe
City, Safe Streets” crime bill. One
aspect of “Safe City, Safe Streets”
is to put more cops on the beat.
10,000 more police officer pos-
tions were created. Another aspect
is to put more cops in the class-
room. By putting more cops on
the streets it increases the chances
of more people getting beat up by
cops.

Police brutality has gotten to an
extent where the cops are shooting
their guns instead of just beating
people.

On February 4th a man was
shoot 19 times by four officers of
the elite Street Crimes Unit. The
man was 22 years old, from West
Africa and his name was
Amadou Diallo. His life came to
an end as the four officers shot
41 bullets altogether, as he stood
outside his apartment in the
Bronx.

Cops should stop looking at

driving a cab

everybody like if they are danger-
ous. Because of it everybody has to
look at the cops like they’re the
dangerous ones. Cops are the ones

with the guns and who have the

license to kill. People are supposed
to be afraid of the criminals in the
streets, but the ones that we should
really be afraid of now is the ones
that are supposed to protect us.

Police

Police brutality has been
taken to mind as a normal thing in
life. But people have been trying to
%‘ight back and sto cggguggom beat-
ing up on the innocent people. One
of the people that tried to fight
back is Mumia. Mumia was a
reporter in Philadelphia who
exposed police brutaliy. He was
accused of killing a cop and he is
now on death row.

(For more information about
Mumia see the article below.)

»

The Case
of Mumia
Abu-Jamal

In the early hours of December
8, 1981, Mumia Abu-Jamal was
in downtown
Philadelphia, supplementing his
income as a journalist. The bars
were just letting out and the streets
were full of people. Suddenly
Mumia spotted a police officer
beating a young Black man spread-
eagled against his car. When he
went to investigate, he discovered
that it was his own younger broth-
er, Bill Cook, who was being beat-
en.

Within minutes, Mumia was
sitting slumped on the curbstone,
critically injured with a gunshot
wound in the abdomen. The
police officer, Daniel Faulkner lay

dead. Other police arrived and
took Faulkner to the morgue, wait-
ing 45 minutes to carry Mumia to
the hospital. Mumia arrived with
his head bleeding after being
thrown into a light pole by the
arresting officers.

Mumia Abu-Jamal was charged
with murder.

By the time Mumia went to
trial, he had already been tried and
convicted by the news media. A
former member of the Black
Panther Party and now a radio
journalist well-known for his
exposés of police brutality, his
political beliefs became central to
news coverage.

(Cont’d on p. 4)
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Elimination of Remedial Classes at CUNY Smashes'Hopes of Thousands

Thinking About
oing to College?

Ferentz Lafargue chose to go to
go to Queens College over Howard
University because CUNY was so
much cheaper. Lafargue had to take
remedial classes for math at
Queens College. Lafargue said that
he was unprepared to take the Math
test because as a High School stu-
dent he was more interested in writ-
ing than in math. Lafargue eventu-
ally passed his Math test, graduated
from Queens College, and is now
pursuing his Ph.D. in African
Studies at Yale University.

Tyrone Wallace had to take

remedial classes when he first
came to New York City
Technical

College.

by Victor Cruz

Tyrone had taken a year off from
school to work and had forgotten a
lot of the knowledge he had gotten

remedial classes to get them up to
par for the classes at the college.
Before Open Admissions start-
ed in 1970, CUNY was 95% White.
Open admissions began in 1970.

exams have to go to Community
colleges to take the remedial class-
es by the year 2001.

If this proposal was to go in
effect this fall 60% of the entering

in High School. Tyrone is now
studying art and advertising, and he
wants to get into cartoon animation
and comics. When he was asked
how he was doing in school he
proudly said, “ Last report card I
got two B’s and an A.”

Lowering Standards or
Door to Opportunity?

Remedial classes were set up
for students who are not able to
pass the entrance exams for CUNY.
If a studént is not able to pass one
of the three entrance exams, math,
writing or reading, they are sup-
posed to take the

This policy was intended to provide
social and economic opportunity
for people who otherwise would
not have access to college. The
result of Open Admissions was an
“example to the world.“ It became
a University of mothers, immi-
grants and young people. It became
an institution of higher learning
that mirrored the city. Remedial
classes have been an important part
of many of those students success.

On January 25, 1999 the CUNY
board of Trustees re-voted on a pro-
posal to eliminate remedial courses
at all the four-year colleges in the
CUNY system. The trustees passed
the same proposal last May, but
because of a lawsuit around the
open meeting issue the board was
unable to move on with its
implementation.
The vote on

January 25
passed  the
proposal.

Because of
that, all stu-
dents that do
not pass the
entrance

freshmen class for 1999 would be
excluded. It would bar 68% of
Latinos. 66% of Asian, 65% of
Black students would be excluded
from the freshman class of 1999.

What is the reality of remedial
classes? Giuliani says that entrance
exams improve the standards of
CUNY. The reality is that tests do
nothing to prepare students for col-
lege, they only exclude those who
really need an education. Entrance
exams exclude students and do not
permit the students who really need
an education to get one. They do
not teach and do not raise quality.
Schools teach students things that
they do not know. Community col-
leges are to prepare students to get
to the 4-year colleges. It is not the
students fault that they cannot pass
the entrance exams. Instead, we
should blame the 12 years of over
crowded, under funded schools.

Who will be affected by this
proposal? A student for whom
English is a second language
will not benefit from this pro-
posal. Students who have been
blessed with 12 years of over
crowded schools will not bene-
fit from the proposal. In other
words people from the inner
city will not benefit from this
proposal.

On the other hand Giuliani and
Pataki believe that this proposal
will make the CUNY system even
better than it is now. Giuliani says
that with this proposal
“CUNYstarts the important process
of restoring its reputation as one of
the great public institutions of high-
er learning in the country.” They
say that this proposal will encour-
age students to be better prepared.

Remedial classes or make
the CUNY system bet-

ter? You make the 3

decision.



The Case of
Mumia Abu-Jamal

(Cont’d from page 2)

During sentencing phase of the
trial, the judge allowed the state to
use Mumia’s membership in the
Panthers to argue for the death
penalty. In fact, the prosecution
told the jury that Mumia’s member-
ship was evidence of his premedita-
tion to kill. The following is just
part of the exchange:

Question (to Mumia): Do you

recall saying “All Power to the

People?”

Answer: Yes

Question: Do you believe your

activity as well as your philosophy

are consistent with the quote,

“Political power grows out of the

barrel of a gun?”

Answer: [ believe America has

proven that quote to be true.

Question: Do you recall saying

that “The Black Panther Party is

an uncompromising party, it faces
reality”?

Answer (Mumia, nodding affirma-

tively): Yes.

By any standards, this was not a

fair trial. Consider the following:
e Mumia was tried before Judge
Albert Sabo, who holds the record
among sitting judges in the U.S. for
handing out death sentences. Of
the 31 people he has sentenced to
death, all but two have been people
of color. Sabo has also had a life-
long association  with  the
Philadelphia Fraternal Order of
Police, the police “union” that has
led the charge to have Mumia exe-
cuted. Six former Philadelphia
prosecutors have sworn in court
documents that no accused could
receive a fair trial in Sabo’s court.

» The jury was impaneled only after

eleven qualified African Americans

were removed by peremptory chal-

lenges by the prosecution. As a

result, in a city that is 40% Black,

only two of the jurors were African

American. It has recently been

revealed that the practice of delib-

erately removing qualified Blacks
from jury pools was taught to

Philadelphia prosecutors in a spe-

cial video training tape.

« Jamal was denied the right to act

as his own attorney. His court-

appointed lawyer later testified that
he didn’t interview a single witness
in preparation for the trial and that
he had informed the court in
advance that he was not prepared.

The lawyer was later disbarred for

incompetence.

« Judge Sabo approved only a few
hundred dollars for the
defense to investigate

4 the case, while

Pennsylvania’s average allocation
in capital cases is $6,500. the
defense investigator quit the case
before the trial began because the
meager funds were exhausted.
Neither a ballistics expert nor a
pathologist were hired.

* There was no physical evidence
linking Mumia with a shooting of
Faulkner. Mumia did have a gun
that night, a licensed .38 caliber
handgun he bought after having
been robbed twice while driving a
cab. According to the written find-
ings of the medical examiner, how-
ever, Faulkner was shot by a .44
caliber bullet. Jamal’s lawyer said
he didn’t see that portion of the
report, so he never raised it.

¢ The police never tested Mumia’s
gun to determine if it had recently
been fired, never tested his hands to
see if he had fired a gun, and “lost”
a bullet fragment removed by the
medical examiner.

Mumia was convicted and sen-
tenced to death. In 1989, the
Pennsylvania State Supreme
Court denied his first appeal.

Today Mumia Abu-
Jamal has new lawyers,
a team headed by
noted civil rights
attorney
Leonard
Weinglass.
on June 35,
1995,
Weinglass
and the
NAACP
Legal
Defense
Fund filed a
300-page
Post
Conviction
Review
Appeal
(PCRA)
at

Philadelphia’s City Hall, while
outside hundreds of demonstra-
tors rallied in Mumia’s defense.
“What we seek today,”
Weinglass told the demonstrators,
“is Mumia’s first day in court,
because he hasn’t received one
yet.” The appeal brief contained 47
exhibits and thirteen affidavits.
Among other things, the new
appeal detailed the following
objections to the original trial:
» The prosecution’s version of the
events was that Mumia shot
Faulkner, was himself shot once in
the chest by the falling officer and
then fired four more shots before
collapsing. To prove this view, the
state presented six witnesses out of
the over 120 people at the scene of
the shooting. Four other witnesses,
however, gave accounts that, to
varying degrees, contradicted the
prosecution version. These wit-
nesses, situated in four different
locations on the street, reported
seeing the shooter flee and all had
him

going in the same direction. None
of these eyewitnesses knew each
other or Mumia. Yet there was no
investigation into these statements.
The jury did not hear this version of
the events.
* The jury was not allowed to know
that testimony of one prosecution
witness differed significantly from
his original statement and that the
witness was on probation at the
time for throwing a Molotov cock-
tail into a schoolyard for pay.
* The prosecution’s key witness
was a woman named Veronica
Jones, herself in serious trouble and
thus vulnerable to police pressure.
Less than a week after Faulkner’s
death, she told police she had
observed two men jogging from the
scene of the shooting. Jamal was
lying on the ground, wounded. At
that time, she was being threatened
with up to ten years of prison time
for something unrelated to
Mumia’s case, as well as the possi-
bility of losing custody of her three
daughters. Detectives offered to
make things easier for her if she
would alter her original story.
When called to testify in the
1982 trial, Jones denied that
she saw anyone other than
Jamal and his brother at
the scene.
In 1996, she went
to court to set the
record straight. As
soon as she was
sworn in, Judge
Sabo threatened
her with seven
, years in prison
i for perjury.
When she had
finished testi-



fying, she was immediately arrest-
ed for violating a two-year-old
bench warrant - even though the
warrant was for someone with a
differnt name! She was basically
arrested for testifying on behalf of
Mumia.

* A pathologist retained by
Weinglass concluded that Mumia
was wounded by a bullet that was
traveling downward and thus could
not have been fired upon by a col-
lapsing Faulkner.

* Two witnesses supported by the
Fraternal Order of Police testified to
hearing Mumia “brag” of shooting
Faulkner as he was carried into a
hospital emergency room after
being shot. The police have made a
great deal of this “confession.”

However, a third officer, Gary
Wakshul, who was beside Mumia
during the entire time in the emer-
gency room, noted in his report,
“The Negro made no statement.”
Wakshul did not testify during the
trial because he was “on vacation.”
Judge Sabo refused to grant a con-
tinuance so Wakshul could be
brought in. Today we know that
Wakshul was in fact home and avail-
able. Furthermore, we also know
that no officers present claimed to
have heard any “confession” until
two months after it allegedly
occurred — and after Jamal had
filed police brutality charges.

The appeal also stated that
Mumia was a target of the FBI’s
Counterintelligence program

(COINTELPRO) and that local law
enforcement agencies had a deep-
seated bias against him.

Legal Update

The Pennsylvania Supreme
Court has denied Mumia a new trial
in the state courts. Despite evi-
dence of witness intimidation, false
testimony from prosecution wit-
nesses, judicial misconduct on the
part of now-retired Judge Sabo as
well as the pro-police bias of five
out of the seven judges ruling on
Abu-Jamal’s case, the state found
Mumia’s appeal for a new trial to
have no merit.

Although legal options are not

entirely exhausted yet, there is
intense political pressure coming
from Pennsylvania’s Fraternal
Order of Police and their supporters
to get Mumia’s death warrant
signed. If Governor Tom Ridge
were to sign the warrant, Mumia’s
legal team could have the federal
courts grant a stay, but this would
only be temporary.

Ultimately, Mumia’s execution
won’t be halted by judicial fiat. If
it weren’t for the movement to stop
Mumia’s execution, his death war-
rant probably would have been
signed already. While the move-
ment has been gaining momentum
and broad support , we have to
keep building until he is given a
fair trial.

CUNY students take it to the streets in 1995 to fight proposed budget cuts. This fight gave birth to SLAM!

The Student Liberation Action
Movement (SLAM!) was founded in
1996 by CUNY students as an
organization fo fight the budget
cuts, tuition increases and other
attacks on access to higher educa-
tion that were coming down on
CUNY. SLAM! has participated in a
wide range of struggles since then.
The SLAM! Ten Point Program was
adopted in 1997 and expresses
SLAM! s view of the important con-
nections that exist between the fight

Jor education and other struggles

We are fighting for

University Council of students,

workers, and faculty.

3 tion that aids us in our strug-
gles for liberation and in the

creation for a new society. We call

for the democratic reorganization

of the curriculum, methods of

teaching, and the grading system.

We are fighting for uncondi-
tional freedom of political
expression on campus

including free access to the cam-
pus by all members of the commu-

We are fighting for an educa-

We are fighting for condi-
6ti0ns of life that enable us to
learn. These include free
quality, food, shelter, healthcare,
childcare, transportation, tutoring,

and remediation for all members
of the University community.

We are fighting for an
7autonomous University. We

insist on the immediate sev-
ering of University ties with cor-
porate, financial, governmental
and military institutions that con-
tribute to the maintenance of the
existing oppressive social order.

We are fighting for a truly
9democratic society in which
all decisions are made by
those who are affected by them, a
society committed to meeting the

basic needs of all people, and to
protecting the planet we share.
end to all forms of

1 O oppression and exploita-

tion: to white supremacy and all forms
of racism, to the oppression of women,
to the repression of the full diversity of
consensual human sexuality, and to the
profit system and the rule of the rich.

We are fighting for an

taking place in this society.
the right for all

lpeople to - frée

quality higher educa-
tion.

What

Is SL

M!?

We are fighting for
2the University that «

serves the people. We want full
and direct democratic of the
University by the University com-
munity of students, workers, and fac-
ulty. We call for the immediate trans-
fer of control of the University from
the board of Trustees, which repre-
sents the interests of a tiny ruling
elite, to a democratically elected

nity and an end to all pratices of
University administration intend-
ed to suppress political activity.

5 and other  outstanding debts

that drain money from the
University to further profit the rich.

We are fighting for the imme-
diate cancellation of all bonds

police terror on and off cam-

pus. We call for the police to
be permanently banned from the
university, for the dismantling of the
SAFE unit, and for campus security
to be placed under democratic con-
trol of the university community.

8We are fighting for an end to

The SLAM! High School
Organizing Committee was
formed because we understand
that the main targets of the cur-
rent attacks on CUNYare students
who are in High School right now
and that High School stu-
dents need to fight back :
for their education. 5




10 Reasons To
Oppose Vouchers

1.Vouchers are a
diversion.

Vouchers take time and energy
away from needed reforms that
can improve our public schools.
“Choice” sounds nice in theory but
does nothing to address more
pressing problems such as class
size, teacher training, out-dated
and over crowded buildings, and
inadequate funding systems that

allow many suburban systems to
spend twice as much per pupil as

urban and rural schools.

2.Vouchers are taxa-
tion without repre-

sentation.

Vouchers funnel public dollars

to private schools, yet tax payers
have absolutely no say in how

voucher schools run. Further, pri-
vate schools are not required to
meet basic accountability stan-
dards, such as open meetings and
records law, or to make public
their employees’ wages and bene-
fits, the number of dropouts, their
standardized test scores, and so
forth. Private schools are called
“private” for a reason-they do not
have to answer to the public at
large.

3.Vouchers are
based on the
marketplace,
not the public
good.

Vouchers rest on the
assumption that the mar-
ketplace holds the
answer to complicated
educational and social
problems. This assump-
tion has proven false in
so many other key areas,
such as health care,
housing, and jobs.

Thoughts on School Violence

After Columbine

by Dennis J . Hugee

America is dying slowly. In the
wake of the columbine high school
destruction in Colorado the issue of
school violence has again been
brought to mainstream attention.
The violence that happens in
schools across the country is not as
rare as the public might think. This
is an everyday thing in most
schools especially those in the
urban communities in this land.
People might feel that there is noth-
ing we can do about this but the
truth is that there is a possibility

that more v1olence like that of

their initiation. They would cut
people on their face as a way of
showing that they were “down”.
Last year many students in school
were scared to come to school
because they were in fear of these
ftwo groups.

In my school, I was able to see
this action close up, A ninth grader
named Frankie was going home on
the train and though he was not
associated with either group they
recognized him as part of a group.
A member of the “Crips” stabbed

h1m to death because thcy_ thought

When you think of killers do
hink of people under the age

schools but also those who are paid
to protect kids in school,
“Security”. The schools are full of
potential killers but we ask why.
This is a problem that can real-
ly only be partially solved by start-
ing from the root, but the problem
with that approach is the root in dif-
ferent situations, like the situation
differs from person to person. The
government only sees this as a
problem for the urban communities
but it’s not like that any more, it’s
happening everywhere. Newsweek
has reported that in fact since 1996

Ultimately, a marketplace
approach always favors those with
more money and resources. Should
that be our vision for public educa-
tion?

4.Vouchers stand in
opposition to this
country’s democrat-
ic vision.

Our founding father’s under-
stood that education is an essential
prerequisite for full participation in
society. Vouchers foster narrow
self interest, individual choice, and
an escape mentality. Yet democra-
cy, at its heart, is about working

together for what is best for all
children.

5.Vouchers violate
the separation of
church and state.

At a time when world events
from Bosnia to India to the Middle

(Cont’d on page 8)

their problems. We, as the public
are expected to believe this, teens
such as “Trench Coat Mafia” are
good people who were just having
a bad day.

A student from the Colorado
school said, “You never expect that
in this school, Columbine is such a
good school. You don’t even see a
fight here, ever.” A council mem-
ber from Littleton, Co where this
latest tragedy occurred said, “This
is Middle America. That this
should happen out here is unbe-
lievable.” She, like a lot of these
people out here do not realize that
it’s no longer a regional or just

somethmg



““Social Promotion”

New York City Schools
Chancellor Rudy Crew has pro-
posed a plan to put an end to “social
promotion.”  Chancellor Crew
agreed to put an end to the practice
of passing public school students to
the next grade even if they are fail-
ing. When the school year ends in
June, it is expected that the practice
of “social promotion” will end as
well.

If this plan is put into effect by
the spring of 2000, more than one-
fourth of New York City’s 1.1million
public school students face the possi-
bility of being left back in school.
About 300,000 students, in grades 4
through 12, face
the risk :
of

between his or her date of birth and
the day they decided they wanted to
kill people. This was one of the
worst mass shootings of all time
and teenagers did this. On the aver-
age a high school senior is 200
times likely to be admitted to
Harvard University than to be
killed in his school.

Undeserved Diplomas? Giuliani and Crew think so.

by The Great 1

being left back at the end of the
1999-2000 school year if the School
Chancellor’s plan to end “social pro-
motion” is put into action. These
300,000 students scored poorly, in
the bottom 25% on recent state and
city reading tests, according to
Deputy Chancellor Judith Rizzo. The
Deputy Chancellor said that Board of
Ed. officials are creating a promotion
policy. This promotionpolicy would
use test scores, attendance rates, and
midterm grades to see which students
are eligible

to move on to
the next grade.
Chancellor Crew
says that his
proposal will
cost an esti-
mated $150
million, if
not more.
The

the bad part of it is that they kill
with intent. It used to be rare that
people killed because they had no
reason and no way to do it. Now
they have personal reasons that a
person on the outside knows noth-
ing about. They are also able to
get the things needed to go
through with their plan. The cen-

Chancellor plans to place low-per-
forming students in summer schools.
These students will be tested again at
the end of the six-week summer
school term. If they do not pass, these
students would be left back.

Those students who are left
back will supposedly be given
extra support classes such as small-
er classes, longer school days, and
they’ll have to attend Saturday
school.The parents of 52,000 low-
performing third, sixth, and eighth
graders have already received let-
ters stating that their children are in
jeopardy of being left back and that
they would have to attend summer
school this July. Students who have
made enough progress by the end
of summer school will be promot-
ed to the next grade. Parents that
were interviewed said that they
were caught off-guard by these let-
ters. Some parents even said their
childrens report cards never indi-

cated that their children were in the
position of being left back.

Rudy Crew’s proposal would
definitely be good in my opinion if
it gives those students who are
behind in school a chance to catch
up. I personally knew a few stu-
dents who were socially promoted.
I felt bad for them because they
could hardly read or write. By pro-
moting these students the Board of
Ed. are depriving these particular
students of the chance to catch up
and succeed in school.The bad
thing about Rudy Crew’s proposal
is where those students who are left
back will be placed. Public schools
in New York are already crowded.
Leaving 300,000 students behind
will only make classes even more
crowded. My question to Rudy
Crew is how will this sudden
increase in class size effect those
students who are not in jeopardy of
being left back?

ter for disease control reports that
less than one percent (1%) of all
homicides that involve school age
children occurs in or around
school. This is the New World of
murder where anyone can do it
and no matter what you need and
who you are it seems you can get

Many people want to blame the
people who give these kids the
things needed to do things like this
but I feel the killers must be
responsible for what they do.
Those that supply must take partial
blame but only they can not force
the person to do the actual killing.
The gun industry yells “Guns-don

am a strong believer in
being responsible - for the

actions.

the p; ole do they.. comes. doy



Vouchers

(Cont’d from page 6)
East underscore the importance of
church/state separation, it is more
important than ever that we abide
by the constitutional safeguards
that have guided this country for

more than 200 years.

6. Vouchers are
about privatization,
not opportunity.

Vouchers, the top conservative
education goal, are the heart of the
right wing attack on the public
good. The conservative agenda
looks with disdain upon public
institutions. Ultimately, it seeks to
reduce government responsibility
for safe guarding the good of all
while minimizing government sup-
port for private and corporate gain.

7. Vouchers will
siphon money off
from financially
strapped public
schools.

Politicians are not talking
about using vouchers to increase
the amount of money devoted to
education reform. They are merely
shifting money from public
schools to private schools.

8. Voucher schools
will cream off
“desirable” students
and leave those they
don’t want for pub-
lic schools.

In particular, private schools
tend to not to provide services for
children of special educational
needs or for children who speak
English as second language. It’s
the private school that chooses the

Do the issues addressed in Youth Rising make you mad?

Do you want to do something to fight back?

Get Involved!

Call the SLAM! High School Organizing Committee

(212) T12-426}

student, not the other way around.

9. Vouchers schools
will increase segre-
gation.

The first voucher schools in
this country were set up to allow
white students to flee integrated
schopls in the south. In
Milwaukee, as in many urban
areas, private schools tend to be
highly segregated and used by
white parents to avoid desegrega-
tion efforts. Desegregation is not a
panaceas to our public schools’
educational problems. But do we
want to return to the Jim Crow
Laws philosophy of “separate but
equal?”

10. Private schools
do not have to
respect the constitu-
tional rights of the
students.

Private schools, by their very
nature, are shielded from guar-
anteeing students the rights to
due process and freedom of
speech given to students in
Public Schools. Students have
fewer rights, not more, in pri-
vate schools. Will this also be
true for private schools receiv-
ing vouchers?

from Rethinking Schools




