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seeing within this double fenced enclosure has beer constructed
within the last four weeks. Not one single building had existed
where more than 250 structures now cast shadows on sand and sage-
brush..A city born less than 30 days after conception. A miracle
of achievement that will probabkly go unnoticed in thke hectic pur-
suit of military victoery.

Beyond the fence ahead of me and outside of the s*de fences
to my right and left only a few scattered homes could be seen in
in any direction because this area was at the per‘miter of the
southeastern built up portion of Fresno. It was quiet and only an
occasional far off sound reminded you that civilization was not
far away. Train whistles and the rasp from overhead flying train-
ing military planes were the culprits most often guilty of the
silence breakine.

Before starting the engine and continnuing my review of the
Center facilities I sat there in the car thinking about what I

was seeing. It was a dirt, wood and black paper skeleton of an

unborn city without flesh or blood or breath a place without noise

or movement. I was slated to be here at the birth. It was destin-

>

ed to be a city of Japanese residents only within the United States

and I as a caucasion would be part of a tiny minority dest®ned by
chance to see this enclosed area change from dust to life, exist
for an unknown period and then return to dust again.

T was actualy inspecting a neighborhood with homes for five
thousand and nobcdy home. A place that had every thing needed to
be a city except for people. It was predestined to be a most un-
usual city perhaps a sad citv where part of my responsibility
would be to help them forget their sadness. For some it would be
the first ci%) E8%°fcr others it would be the last. A city where
pecple would be born and die. A city that could exist only in
memory and wculd orly see its residents once because without a
doubt it is temporary and will be demolished after the war. It
dawnel upon me that those of us on the management staff along
with the federsel government are assuming the responsibilities of
foster guardianship for a city. At this very moment the only
ingredient needed to meke this vast collection of buildings a
functioning city is —eople.

Starting the engine I backed the pickup then turned arcund
and began my return toward the opposite end of the soon-to-be
internment city.

I turned into the central avenue cf the first housing block



