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L E T T E R S

C o r r e c t i o n s
T h e  p h o to s  a c c o m p a n y in g  “ C o n e y  
Islan d , T h e  C y lco n e  an d  M o m ” {A pril/ 
M a y  2 0 0 0 )  w e r e  a c c id e n ta l l y  
u n a ttrib u ted . T h e  p h o to s  w ere  tak en  
by  G abi M oisan . S h e  can  be co n tac ted  
a t su z u k ib ean e@ earth lin k .n e t

c la m o r ,

I w a s  f o r w a r d e d  
so m e th in g  q u ite  s tran g e  today. 
It se em s y o u  hav e  run a rev iew  
o f  R o b in  H a h n e l 's  " P a n ic  
R u le s !"  in  y o u r  m a g a z in e . I 
h e a rd  it w a s  a  v e ry  p o s it iv e  
rev iew  (w h ich  is g rea t, I loved  
the  book). I a lso  heard  th a t the  
r e v i e w e r  m a d e  th i s  f in a l  
rem ark :
"Y es, hard  co re  an arch is ts  and  
m arx is ts  b ew are—H ah n el isn 't 
r e a c h in g  th e  o v e r th r o w  o f  
cap ita lism . In  fac t, he b e liev es 
it can  fu n c tio n  in a  w ay  to  tru ly  
b e n e fit ev ery o n e ."

T h is  is, o f  cou rse , pa ten tly  
false . I d o n 't p re ten d  to  speak  
fo r  H ah n e l bu t an y o n e  w h o  has 
read  an y th in g  a t all from  h im  
k n o w s  th a t  h e  s a y s  n o  su c h  
th in g . A n y w h e re . In fa c t  he  
sp e n d s  a c o n s id e rab le  am o u n t 
o f  tim e  c ritic iz in g  cap ita lism . 
H e ev en  d ev e lo p ed , a lo n g  w ith  
M ic h ae l A lb e rt, an  a lte rn a tiv e  
eco n o m ic  m o d el w h ich  w o u ld  
q u ite  p le a s e  a n a rc h is ts  (a n d  
p e rh a p s  e v e n  M a rx is ts ) .  I t 's  
called  P artic ipa to ry  E conom ics. 
I e n c o u rag e  y o u  g u y s to  read  
ab o u t th is  eco n o m ic  v isio n  and 
p e rh ap s  ev en  rev iew  so m e o f  
th e  b o o k s  a b o u t it (L o o k in g  
F o rw a rd , S ou th  E nd  P re ss  o r  
P o l i t i c a l  E c o n o m y  o f  
P a r t i c ip a to r y  E c o n o m ic s ,  
P r in c e to n  U n iv e r s i ty  P re ss ) . 
Y o u  c a n  a ls o  r e a d  a b o u t  it 
o n lin e  a t w w w .p areco n .o rg .

N e v e r th e le s s , 1 am  q u ite  
h a p p y  y o u  g u y s  rev iew ed  h is 
b ook , fav o ra b ly  too .

B e st regards,
Je an -R en e  D av id

c la m o r,
w ow . I ju s t  b o u g h t y o u r 

se c o n d  issu e  a t th e  n ew stan d  
an d  I am  ex c ite d  ab o u t c lam o r 
in  a  b ig  w a y . I s a id  a n  
e sp ec ia lly  b ig  R ig h t O n  w h en  
1 read  th e  a rtic le s  on  sexuality , 
lo v e  a n d  n o n /m o n o g a m y .  
T h an k s  fo r  g e ttin g  th a t d ia lo g  
o u t  in  th e  w o r ld  in  a s l ic k  
g lo s s y  fo rm a t, y u m . I h a v e  
ren ew ed  d e lig h t in h a n g in g  ou t 
a t the  n ew stan d  again!

L ib b y

c la m o r,
I 'm  s o r r y  n o t  to  h a v e  

re sp o n d ed  ea r lie r  b u t o p p o site  
to m ost o th er peop le  m y C FID S  
h a s  o n ly  le f t  m e  o n e  gear. I 
h a v e  to  m a n a g e  m y  l i t t l e  
r e m a in in g  e n e r g y  v e r y  
ca re fu lly . T ry in g  to  k e e p  m y  
m a ilo rd e r  g o in g , h e lp in g  at o u r 
lo c a l  @  i n f o s h o p  a r e  m y  
p r i o r i t i e s .  U n f o r tu n a t e ly  
read in g  a ll th e  m a te ria l th a t is 
s e n t  h a s  to  c o m e  l a t e r  
now ad ay s .

I re c e iv e d  c la m o r  #1 all 
r ig h t.  I e x p e c te d  so m e th in g  
p ro fess io n a l an d  it loo k s ev en  
b e tte r  th an  I th o u g h t it w ou ld . 
T h e  a d v e r t i s i n g  is  in d e e d  
m in im al to o  (b u t n o t ab sen t). I 
h a v e n 't  read  a ll o f  it (m ay b e  
5 0 % ) b u t I guess I can  say  the 
c o n te n t  o f  w h a t  I d id  re a d  
l e a v e s  m e  w ith  a m b ig u o u s  
f e e l in g s .  T h e  a r t i c l e  a b o u t  
in te rn e t-s a fe ty  w a s  ex ce llen t, 
v e ry  rev ea lin g  (an d  a ffirm ates 
m y n ig h tm are s) . I ap p rec ia ted  
Ja n e 's  h o n es ty  (so m eth in g  I'll 
be  ab le  to  ta lk  ab o u t w h en  she

h opefu lly  visits) and  som e oth er 
c o lu m n s . O th e r  s tu f f  I d id n 't  
l ik e  a t  a ll (e .g . M a tt 's  p ie c e  
ab o u t b ox ing ).

I u s u a l ly  p r o m o te /  
e n c o u rag e  co llec tiv e  z in es bu t 
f ro m  w h a t  I 'v e  s e e n  n o w , 
C lam o r is T O O  d iverse . T here 's 
n o  fo cu s really . E v e ry th in g , all 
su b je c ts  are  lu m p ed  together. I 
m ean: an average  person  w ill be 
in te rested  in 30 % , th e  n ex t one  
in an o th er 30% , etc. T hat w ould  
be  O K  i f  the  p rice  w asn 't that 
steep . U n fo rtu n a te ly  it co s ts  a 
lo t (m o re  th an  an y  o th e r  z in e  I 
k n o w ) fo r p eo p le  here. I w o u ld  
hav e  p re fe rred  a  b it less q u a lity  
( o f  p rin tin g  I m ean ) an d  m ore 
focus. I'ld  a lso  like  to  s ta te  th a t 
I d o n 't  u n d e r s ta n d  w h y  y o u  
h av e  to  p ay  th e  co n tr ib u to rs? ... 
It a lso  ap p ea rs  to o  reg u la rly , I 
th in k : th e  re a d e rs  w o n 't hav e  
h ad  tim e  to d ig es t the  firs t issue 
an d  the  n ex t 2 o r  3 a re  a lread y  
there.

It's d e fin ite ly  a  z in e  th a t I 
w o u ld  like to  R E A D  i f  it w a s  a 
b it c h e a p e r  an d  d id n 't  a p p e a r  
th a t regu larly . A  p e rso n  in m y 
c o n d itio n  is s tre ssed  to  k eep  up 
th e  p ace  w h ereas I cou ld  w ell 
do  w ith  a b reak  o r tim e / room  
fo r  so m e th in g  e lse . C la m o r is 
n o t a lone  in the  z in e-w o rld  afte r 
all.

T h an k s  fo r le ttin g  m e still feel 
part o f  o u r
com m unity ... T ake care!
B rob  (T ilt!)



c l a m o r  c o n t r i b u t o r s

In addition to being your virtual tourguide to New York’s literal underground, 
F re d  A rgoff (p. 78) also publishes a zine called Brooklyn. He can be reached 
care o f  clam or.

R obert A ugm an (p. 22) is a volunteer and coordinator o f  the Civic Media 
Center, a non-profit reading room and library o f  the non-corporate press in 
Gainesville, FL. He also publishes the zine My Views Change Over Time 
and the pam phlet Anarchy: The Way I  See It. You can write him at: PO Box 
2671, Gainesville, FL 32602-2671.

N athan  B erg (p. 28) is a writer, activist and a chef, not necessarily in that 
order. You can contact him care o f  clamor.

Chris(tine) B oarts L arson  (p. 35) has been docum enting the punk scene 
photographically and publishing a free zine called Slug an d  Lettuce for over 
a decade. Her photographs o f  urban and rural decay were compiled in a 
photo essay in the first issue o f  clam or. You can write her directly at PO Box 
2632, Richmond, VA 23261-6632.

D avida Gypsy B reier (p.74) works for The Vegetarian Resource Group as a 
writer, webm istress, and answerer o f  questions. When not cleaning up after 
her bad little dogs she publishes Leeking Ink, (a per-zine) Xerox D ebt, (a 
review zine) and The Glovebox Chronicles (a car zine). She can be reached 
at PO Box 963, Havre de Grace, MD 21078

C arissa (p. 73) edits the zine Screams from  Inside. She can be reached care 
o f  clamor.

B asil E lias (p. 14) is a  truth-seeker, someone who wants justice, an end to 
oppression, and to fill his heart with love. H e works on m any projects 
including The P lan ting  Seeds Community Awareness project, as well as 
writing and healing. See the Planting Seeds ad in this issue for contact info.

Evan E ndicott(p . 7) is currently a third-year subject in the great mind-control 
experim ent known as "U niversity Education." H eadquartered in lovely 
Evanston, IL ("The birthplace o f  prohibition"), Evan spends m ost o f  his free 
time irritating uptight locals with late-night electric guitar insanity. His article 
on em ployee drug testing in this issue was written under the influence o f  
"Prem iers Symptomes," a  collection o f  early singles by the French electro­
funk duo AIR. You can reach Evan at e-endicott@ nwu.edu.

M ike F o u rn ie r's  zine, F ram e 609, tells lots o' stories sim ilar to the one 
contained herein somewhere (p. 80). Mike lives in Boston and finds it really 
difficult to write about h im self in the third person. I f  you have hints, you can 
contact him at mikef26@ juno.com.

Travis F ris toe  (p. 30) lives in Gainesville, Florida & admits that the Wal- 
Mart story is more o f  a ram bling book review than incisive article. M aybe 
next time. You can reach him at obscurist@ hotm ail.com

Ja n e  G raham  (p. 44) lives in Copenhagen, Denmark and is the author o f  
Floozy, published by Slab-o-Concrete which is a brash tale o f  sleazy strip* 
clubs, hitch-hiking and Northern England. She publishes a zine. Shag Stamp 
and is a performer, sometimes under the alter ego o f  M inx Grill, doing a  mix 
o f  comedy, story telling and burlesque. She is currently working on a novel 
set in the lapdancing clubs o f  Europe. Contact her atjanem inx@ yahoo.com

R obert Helm s (p. 52) hails from Philadelphia and edits a jobzine about sell­
ing your body for money called G uinea P ig  Zero. You can reach him care o f 
clamor.

Je -F re e  (p. 68) lives in Florida and does several zines including No Pow er 
to the Little People. Contact him at rhythmless@ hotmail.com

Jenell Johnson  (p. 67) is just about ready to immerse herself in an unspecified 
num ber o f  years in graduate school, studying English and communication 
theory at the University o f  Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. She's still actively

involved in punk, and has done more bad fanzines than she's likely to admit 
to. Contact her atjenelljohnson@ hotm ail.com .

Loolw a Khazzoom (p. 42, 71) is a published author, and the editor o f  Be­
hind the Veil o f  Silence: Arabic and Iranian Jewish Women Speak Out, an 
anthology. She is also a self-defense instructor with Women Defending Our­
selves; and has done ground-breaking work as a Jewish multicultural educa­
tor, founding organizations in California and New York and offering work­
shops internationally. Loolw a Khazzoom also is a musician. She has per­
formed original rock and traditional Middle Eastern and North African Jew­
ish music locally. She currently is putting together an original band, Grrl 
Monster! See more o f  her work at www.loolwa.com.

A m anda L uker(p . 69) currently lives in M inneapolis, working as a cook, an 
editor and a freelance writer. She does a small zine called Eyes on the Street, 
available for $1 pp. Contact her at mndonx@ aol.com.

A ndrew  M cLeod (p. 20) is a co-op geek in the process o f  moving to Olympia, 
W ashington after a self-im posed exile in Alaska. Fie may be reached at 
amcl@ iww.org.

All o f  R ich a rd  O palsky's (p. 18) various moving parts operate under his 
close discretion. He likes to spend good tim es with snuggly Robyn and the 
cuddly cats. He likes to read, make music, and write essays like a mighty 
ideologue. He studies philosophy at the New School in NYC for the MA and 
Ph.D. He also seeks to use his hands, legs, and mouth to make noises that 
draw attention to social, political and economic inequities... He is a pretty 
skilled wordsmith, and considers his mouth a weapon... Direct all love let­
ters and hate mail to thoughtandaction@ yahoo.com

M ike Q. Roth (p. 50) hails from Pittsburgh and has been known to make up 
one half o f  the editorial staff o f  the zine H ere Be D ragons. He is also in­
volved in the Mr. Roboto Project, a punk rock show space and zine library. 
He can be reached at PO Box 8131, Pittsburgh, PA 15217.

Billy Tile (p. 57) self-publishes several independent comics including Tile 
and Invisible Robot Fish. Contact him at BillyCSQP@ aol.com.

M ike W endling (p. 47) lives in Montgomery, AL where he is a reporter for a 
news wire service. He can be reached at mikewendling@ hotmail.com.
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e v a n  e n d i c o t t
pho tographs of m odel Renee C avallario  by 
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C H E M I C A L  M C C A R T H Y I S M

d r u g  t e s t i n g  i n  t h e  a m e r i c a n  w o r k p l a c e

A  fe w  m o n th s  a g o , I a p p l ie d  f o r  a  j o b  w ith  a  n e w  te le c o m ­

m u n ic a t io n s  c o m p a n y  in C h ic a g o . B e c a u s e  th e  c o m p a n y  h ad  

j u s t  s ta r te d  u p , th e y  w e re  h ir in g  a n y o n e  th e y  c o u ld  f in d  w h o  

s e e m e d  c a p a b le  o f  s h u c k in g  H B O  a n d  th e  l ik e  to  h ig h - r is e  

a p a r tm e n t  d w e l le r s ,  a n d  I f ig u re d  I f i t  th e  b ill .  A  n u m b e r  o f  

m y  f r ie n d s  h a d  s ta r te d  a t  th e  c o m p a n y  d o in g  d o o r - to -d o o r  sa le s  

d u r in g  th e  su m m e r , a n d  h a d  m a d e  th o u s a n d s  o f  d o l la r s  a lre a d y . 

I n o t ic e d  th a t  m y  w a l le t  h a d  lo s t  s o m e  s e r io u s  w e ig h t  s in c e  m y  

re tu rn  to  s c h o o l ,  a n d  f ig u re d  it  w a s  t im e  to  lo o k  f o r  a  n e w  

c a re e r ,  s in c e  m y  c u r re n t  j o b  a t  th e  s tu d e n t  c e n te r  p a id  a  p a in ­

fu l $ 6  p e r  h o u r . I s e n t  in  a  r e s u m e , b r e e z e d  th ro u g h  a n  in te r ­

v ie w , a n d  w a s  a l r e a d y  s p e n d in g  th e  f o r tu n e s  I p la n n e d  o n  m a k ­

in g  w h e n  I w a s  h it  w i th  th e  d re a d e d  m e s s a g e  f ro m  m y  s u p e r ­
v iso r :

“ S o , e v e r y th in g  lo o k s  in  o rd e r . J u s t  n e e d  to  s c h e d u le  y o u  

f o r  a  r o u t in e  d ru g  t e s t  a n d  th e n  w e  c a n  g e t  y o u  in to  o u r  t r a in ­

in g  p r o g ra m .”

U h , p a rd o n  m e ?  M y  f r ie n d s  h a d n ’t m a d e  a n y  m e n t io n  o f  

th is .  F o r tu n a te ly , I h a d  a  w e e k  o r  so  to  p r e p a r e ,  a n d  p r e p a re  I 

d id — I r e s is te d  th e  te m p ta t io n s  w a v e d  in  f ro n t  o f  m y  n o s e  b y  

m y  s to n e r  b u d d ie s , d r a n k  w a te r  l ik e  a  m a ra th o n  r u n n e r  w h o 'd  

s p r u n g  a  le a k , a n d  a te  v i ta m in s  a n d  c r a n b e r ry  s u p p le m e n ts  to  

“ c le a n s e ”  m y  ta in te d  sy s te m . S till,  I w a s  a  n e rv o u s  w re c k  w h e n  

th e  t im e  a r r iv e d  to  m a k e  m y  b o d i ly  d o n a t io n  to  sc ie n c e .
T h e  la b  th a t  c o n d u c te d  m y  te s t  w a s  a  s h a d y  w a lk -u p  in  a  

s e e d y  d o w n to w n  d is t r ic t ,  o p e ra te d  b y  th r e e  e m p lo y e e s  w h o s e  

m e d ic a l  q u a l i f ic a t io n s  s e e m e d  d u b io u s  a t b e s t . A f te r  a  b r i e f  

w a i t  I w a s  u s h e re d  in to  a  ro o m  to  f i l l  o u t  a  s ta c k  o f  f o rm s , a  

p r o c e s s  1 h a d  to  p o s tp o n e ,  o w in g  to  th e  g a l lo n  o f  w a te r  I ’d 

g u z z le d  o n  th e  w a y  to  th e  te s t in g  fa c il i ty .  T h e  n u rs e  o b lig e d

a n d  to o k  m e  n e x t  d o o r , w h e re  1 w a s  h a n d e d  a  p la s t ic  c u p  a n d  

to ld  to  “ p r o d u c e  a  s a m p le .”

I d o n ’t  k n o w  h o w  m a n y  o f  y o u  h a v e  e v e r  b e e n  fo rc e d  to  

u r in a te  in  f ro n t  o f  a n  a b s o lu te  s t r a n g e r  b e fo re , b u t  i t ’s  j u s t  a  

ta d  e m b a r ra s s in g .  It d id n ’t h e lp  th a t  th e  n u r s e  lo o k e d  lik e  

N o rm a n  B a te s  in  h is  M a m a  g e t-u p , e i th e r , o r  th a t  th e  s a m p le  

c o n ta in e r  w a s  th e  s iz e  o f  a  D ix ie  c u p . F o r tu n a te ly ,  I h a d  to  g o  

so  b a d  th a t  I d id n ’t  r e a l ly  h a v e  t im e  to  b e  m o r ti f ie d ,  so  1 d e l iv ­

e re d  a  s a m p le  p ro m p tly  a n d  w a s  s e n t  o n  m y  w a y . A s  I w a lk e d  
o u t th e  d o o r , a  la b  t e c h n ic ia n  s h o u te d , “ G o o d  lu c k !” — a c o m ­

m e n t  I fo u n d  d is c o n c e r t in g .  A f te r  a ll ,  w h a t  d id  lu c k  h a v e  to  d o  

w ith  s c ie n c e ?

A s  i t  tu rn s  o u t , q u i te  a  b it  ( u r in a ly s is  i s n ’t  q u i te  th e  e x a c t  

s c ie n c e  s o m e  p r o p o n e n ts  w o u ld  h a v e  y o u  b e l ie v e ) .  I e n d e d  
u p  “ p a s s in g ”  th e  te s t ,  b u t m y  e x p e r ie n c e  le f t  m e  w o n d e r in g  

a b o u t  th e  lo g ic  o f  u r in a ly s is .  I w a s  in d e e d  a  d ru g  u s e r  ( a b u se r ,  

a c c o r d in g  to  th e  R e p u b lic a n  r e g im e  th a t  f i r s t  r e c o m m e n d e d  

d ru g  t e s t in g  in  th e  w o rk p la c e )  a n d  I h a d  m a n a g e d  to  g e t  th e  

j o b  a n y w a y . A n d  th e  te s t  h a d n ’t  a l te r e d  m y  b e h a v io r  o n e  b it—  

in  f a c t ,  a s  s o o n  a s  I f o u n d  o u t  th e  r e s u l ts  I l i t  u p  a  c e le b ra to ry  

s p l i f f  a n d  c h u c k le d  a t  m y  a c c o m p lis h m e n t .  S o  w h y  h a v e  p r e ­

e m p lo y m e n t  d ru g  te s ts ?  D o  th e y  re a l ly  b e n e f i t  e m p lo y e r s ?  

D o  th e y  r e a l ly  k e e p  e m p lo y e e s  o n  th e  s t r a ig h t  a n d  n a r ro w ?

I d e c id e d  to  f in d  o u t w h y  in n o c e n t  ( a n d  n o t - s o - in n o c e n t )  

A m e r ic a n s  w e re  h a v in g  th e i r  u r in e  r i tu a lly  c o l le c te d  a n d  a n a ­

ly z e d  f o r  tr a c e s  o f  m in d -a lte r in g  c h e m ic a ls .  T h e  r e s u l ts  o f  m y  

s e a rc h  w e re  s ta r t l in g ,  a n d  p ro m p te d  m e  to  p u t  th is  a r t ic le  to ­
g e th e r  so  th a t  th e  v i le  p r a c t ic e  o f  p r e -e m p lo y m e n t  p e e  in s p e c ­

t io n  c o u ld  b e  e x p o s e d  f o r  w h a t  it r e a l ly  is . T o  b e g in  w ith , a 

l i t t le  h is to ry  le s s o n  is  in  o rd e r .



E m p l o y e e s  s u b j e c t  t o  d r u g  t e s t s  m u s t  r e p o r t  a n y

p r e s c r i p t i o n  m e d i c i n e s  t h e y  u s e .

T H E  C O L D  W A R  V O I D :  “ W e  n e e d  a  n e w  e n e m y ,  M r .  

P r e s i d e n t .  T h o s e  d a m n  R u s s i a n s  h a v e  g iv e n  u p  th e  f i g h t ! ”

W ith  th e  fa ll  o f  th e  E v il E m p ire  in th e  m id - ‘8 0 s , A m e r ic a  

f a c e d  a  g r im  fu tu re . T h e  v i l la in o u s  s p e c te r  o f  n u c le a r  a n n ih i ­

la t io n  n o  lo n g e r  k e p t  th e  u n s ta b le  p o p u la c e  u n i te d  in  f e a r  o f  
im m in e n t  d e a th , a n d  th e  R e p u b lic a n  re g im e , le d  b y  R o n  a n d  

N a n c y  R e a g a n , w a s  s c ra m b lin g  f o r  a  n e w  d is e a s e  to  b la m e  

th e  c o u n t r y ’s so c ia l  i l l s  o n . B u t w h a t  ev il c o u ld  p o s s ib ly  r e ­

p la c e  th o s e  v ic io u s  C o m m ie s  in  th e  K re m lin ?

W h y , d ru g s , o f  c o u rse . I t  h a d  b e e n  a w h ile  s in c e  th e  m a s s  
d ru g  h y s te r ia  o f  th e  ‘3 0 s  a n d  ‘4 0 s ,  a n d  A m e r ic a n s  h a d  b e e n  

g ro w in g  in c r e a s in g ly  to le r a n t  o f  i l l ic i t  s u b s ta n c e s .  J u s t  lo o k  

a t  th e  A c id  R e v o lu t io n  o f  th e  ‘6 0 s , th e  c o c a in e - f u e le d  d is c o s  

o f  th e  ‘7 0 s , a n d  th e  c r a c k - r id d e n  g h e t to e s  o f  th e  ‘8 0 s— y e s , 
A m e r ic a n s  h a d  fo rg o t te n  a b o u t  th e  s in is te r  s u b s ta n c e s  lu rk in g  
r i g h t  a r o u n d  th e  c o r n e r  f ro m  t h e i r  s u b u r b a n  h o m e s  a n d  

s c h o o ly a rd s .  R o n  a n d  N a n c y  d e c id e d  to  p u t  a  s to p  to  th is .  

N a n c y ’s c o n t r ib u t io n  w a s  th e  in te l l ig e n c e - in s u l t in g  “ J u s t  S a y  

N o ! ”  c a m p a ig n , w h ic h  p ro d u c e d  so m e  o f  m y  c h i ld h o o d ’s m o s t  

h i la r io u s  t e le v is io n  c o m m e rc ia ls  ( “ I le a rn e d  i t  b y  w a tc h in g  

y o u , d a d ! ” ) a n d  t r ie d  to  c o n v in c e  p e o p le  th a t  d ru g s  l ik e  m a r i ­

j u a n a  w e re  j u s t  a s  h a rm fu l a s  p h y s ic a l ly  a d d ic t iv e  n a r c o t ic s  

lik e  h e ro in  a n d  c o c a in e . R o n n ie ’s e f fo r ts  w e re  n o t  n e a r ly  a s  
la u g h a b le .

C h i e f  a m o n g  th e m  w a s  th e  w o r k p la c e  d ru g - te s t in g  p r o ­
g ra m  d e s ig n e d  b y  J. M ic h a e l  W a lsh  (d i r e c to r  o f  th e  D iv is io n  

o f  A p p l ie d  R e s e a rc h  a n d  th e  O f f ic e  o f  W o rk p la c e  In i t ia t iv e s  
a t N ID A , th e  N a t io n a l  I n s t i tu te  o n  D ru g  A b u s e )  a n d  c h a m p i ­

o n e d  b y  R e a g a n  a n d  B u s h  th r o u g h o u t  th e i r  r e s p e c tiv e  te rm s  

in  o f f ic e .

T h e  g is t  o f  th e  p ro g ra m  (w h ic h  re m a in s  u n c h a n g e d  to ­

d a y )  is  s im p le :  d ru g  u s e rs ,  w h e th e r  c r a c k  a d d ic ts  o r  w e e k e n d  

m a r i ju a n a  s m o k e rs , m a k e  le s s  p ro d u c t iv e  w o rk e rs  th a n  th e ir  

“ s t r a ig h t”  c o u n te rp a r ts .  A m o n g  th e  s ta t is t ic s  “ c i te d ”  b y  th e  
R e a g a n -B u s h  a d m in is t r a t io n s  d u r in g  th e i r  e f fo r ts  to  in s ta te  

w o r k p la c e  te s t in g  w e re  th e  fo llo w in g :

D ru g  u s e r s . . .

• h a v e  2 .5  t im e s  m o re  a b s e n c e s

• a re  3 .6  t im e s  m o re  l ik e ly  to  b e  in v o lv e d  in  a  w o r k ­

p la c e  a c c id e n t

• a re  5 t im e s  m o re  l ik e ly  to  f i le  a  w o r k e r  c o m p e n s a -

t io n c la im

• u se  3 t im e s  m o re  h e a l th  b e n e f i ts

. . . t h a n  n o n -u s e r s .
T h e  b o t to m  lin e  fo r  a n y  g o v e r n m e n t  s ta t is t ic  is , o f  c o u rse , 

m o n e y . A n d  a c c o r d in g  to  R e a g a n , th e  c o s t  o f  d ru g  a b u s e  to  

U .S . I n d u s try  d u r in g  th e  ‘8 0 s  w a s  ro u g h ly  $ 5 0  b i l l io n  a  y ea r . 

B u s h  re v is e d  th is  to ta l  in  1 9 8 9 , a s s e r t in g  th a t  th e  f ig u re  h a d  

r is e n  to  s o m e w h e re  n e a r  $ 1 0 0  b i l l io n . W h a te v e r  th e  c o s t ,  th e  

a n s w e r  w a s  c le a r — p re -e m p lo y m e n t  t e s t in g  sh o u ld  b e  in s t i ­

tu te d  in  b o th  p r iv a te  a n d  p u b l ic  in d u s try , a n d  r a n d o m  te s ts  

sh o u ld  b e  a d m it te d  to  k e e p  th e  w o r k p la c e  “ d ru g - f r e e .”

W E I R D  S C I E N C E

T h e  in te r e s t in g  th in g  a b o u t  th e  f ig u re s  c i te d  b y  th e  R e ­

p u b l ic a n s  is  th a t  n o  o n e  k n o w s  w h e re  th e y  c a m e  f ro m . T h e  

s ta tis t ic s  w e re  u s u a l ly  q u o te d  w ith o u t  a n y  c i ta t io n  a t a ll. W h e n  

p re s s e d  fo r  a n s w e rs ,  th e  r ig h t-w in g  a t t r ib u te d  its  s ta ts  to  th e  

m y s te r io u s  “ F i re s to n e  S tu d y .”  I t  h a s  a  n ic e  r in g  to  it, s u re , b u t  

w h e n  th e  A C L U  b e g a n  r e s e a r c h in g  th e  s tu d y  fo r  th e i r  S e p ­

te m b e r  199 9  r e p o r t  ( e n t i t le d  D r u g  T e s tin g : A B a d  In v e s tm e n t) ,  

th e y  ra n  in to  a  m a jo r  ro a d b lo c k — th e  s tu d y  d o e s n ’t  e x is t. T u rn s  
o u t  th a t  in  1 9 7 2 , a t  a  lu n c h e o n  a d d r e s s  to  e x e c u t iv e s  o f  th e  

F i re s to n e  T ire  a n d  R u b b e r  C o m p a n y , a n  u n id e n t i f ie d  s p e a k e r  

s ta te d  th a t  e m p lo y e e s  w ith  “ m e d ic a l-b e h a v io ra l  p ro b le m s ”  (o n  
a v e ra g e )  h a d  2 .5  m o re  a b s e n c e s ,  u se d  3 t im e s  m o re  m e d ic a l  

b e n e f i t s . . .  W e ll, y o u  se e  w h e r e  th is  is g o in g ,  r ig h t?  K e e p  in  

m in d  th a t  th e  s p e a k e r  d id n ’t  m e n t io n  h o w  th is  in fo rm a t io n  w a s  

c o l le c te d ,  h o w  m a n y  w o rk e rs  w e re  e x a m in e d ,  o r  e v e n  w h a t  
th e  a f o re m e n tio n e d  “ m e d ic a l - b e h a v io r a l  p ro b le m s ” w e re .

E le v e n  y e a rs  la te r , S id n e y  C o h e n , e d i to r  o f  th e  D r u g  A b u se  

a n d  A lc o h o lism  N e w s le tte r , d i s c o v e re d  th e  F ire s to n e  s p e e c h  
in  a  c o l le c t io n  o f  e s s a y s  a n d  r e p ro d u c e d  its  a n e c d o ta l  e v id e n c e  

a s  “ r e s e a rc h  s ta t i s t ic s ” in  h is  p u b l ic a t io n .  N o t  o n ly  d id  C o h e n  

im p ly  th a t  th e  f ig u re s  w e re  s c ie n t if ic  d a ta  c o l le c te d  f ro m  a  
m e th o d o lo g ic a l ly  so u n d  s tu d y , h e  a ls o  id e n t i f ie d  th e  s tu d y ’s



D o  y o u  w a p t y o u r  e m p l o y e r  t o  k n o w  t h a t  y o u  a r e  

o n  a n t i -  d e p r e s s a n t s ?

s u b je c ts  a s  “ i l l ic i t  d ru g  u s e r s ”— q u ite  a  le a p  f ro m  th e  a c tu a l  

s p e e c h ’s te rm s  ( th e  u b e r -v a g u e  “ e m p lo y e e s  w ith  m e d ic a l - b e ­

h a v io ra l  p r o b le m s ” ). F ro m  198 3  o n , p r o p o n e n ts  o f  d r u g - te s t ­

in g  ( f ro m  T h e  P a r tn e r s h ip  fo r  a  D ru g  F re e  A m e r ic a  to  th e  p u r ­

v e y o r s  o f  u r in a ly s is  te s ts  a n d  p ro d u c ts )  h a v e  b e e n  p r e a c h in g  

th e  F i re s to n e  s ta t i s t ic s  a s  g o s p e l  t r u th s ,  a n d  e m p lo y e r s  h a v e  
b e e n  ta k in g  th e i r  w o rd s  o n  g o o d  fa ith .

A n  e v e n  m o re  lu d ic ro u s  s ta t is t ic  is  th a t  d ru g  u se rs  c o s t  

b u s in e s s e s  $ 1 0 0  b i l l io n  a  y e a r  in  lo s t  p ro d u c t iv ity . L e t ’s ta k e  

a  lo o k  a t  h o w  th is  f ig u re  w a s  c r e a te d .  In  1 9 8 2 , N ID A , u n d e r  

th e  a u s p ic e s  o f  th e  fe d e ra l  g o v e rn m e n t ,  s u rv e y e d  3 ,7 0 0  h o u s e ­

h o ld s  th r o u g h o u t  th e  c o u n try . T h e  R e s e a rc h  T r ia n g le  In s t i tu te  

(R T I)  w a s  c o n tr a c te d  b y  N ID A  to  c ru n c h  th e  n u m b e r s  a n d  

d e l iv e r  a  s ig n i f ic a n t  a n t i - d ru g  s ta t i s t ic .  T h e i r  f in d in g :  th e  

h o u s e h o ld  in c o m e  o f  a d u l ts  w h o  h a d  e v e r  sm o k e d  m a r i ju a n a  

d a i ly  f o r  a  m o n th  w a s  2 8  p e r c e n t  le s s  th a n  th e  in c o m e  o f  th o s e  

w h o  h a d n ’t. R T I la b e le d  th is  “ r e d u c e d  p ro d u c t iv i ty  d u e  to  

d a i ly  m a r i ju a n a  u s e ,”  th e n  e x t r a p o la te d  th is  f ig u re  to  th e  g e n ­

e ra l  p o p u la t io n  to  r e a c h  a n  e s t im a te d  to ta l  “ p ro d u c t iv i ty  lo s s ” 

o f  $ 2 6  b il l io n . T h e n  th e y  a d d e d  th e  e s t im a te d  c o s ts  o f  d ru g -  

r e la te d  c r im e s ,  a c c id e n ts  a n d  m e d ic a l  c a re  to  re a c h  a  to ta l  f ig ­
u re  o f  $ 4 7  b i l l io n — th e  “ c o s ts  to  s o c ie ty  o f  d ru g  a b u s e .”

T h e re  a re  a  n u m b e r  o f  th in g s  w ro n g  w ith  th e  R T I s tu d y , 
b u t  I 'l l  j u s t  to u c h  o n  a  few . T h e  f i r s t  is  th e  b a s ic  c o n c lu s io n  

th a t  m a r i ju a n a  u se  w a s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  lo w e r  in c o m e s  o f  

th e  sp e c if ie d  fa m ilie s . L o w e r  in c o m e  fa m ilie s  v a ry  f ro m  h ig h e r  

in c o m e  f a m i lie s  in m y r ia d  w a y s . S u p p o s e ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  th a t  

lo w  in c o m e  d r in k e rs  p r e fe r  M i l le r  L ite ,  w h i le  h ig h - in c o m e  

e a rn e r s  d r in k  H e n n e s e y  s c o tc h . W o u ld  y o u  b e l ie v e  a  s ta t is t ic  

th a t  to ld  y o u  “ M il le r  L ite  h a s  b e e n  sh o w n  to  r e d u c e  p r o d u c ­

t iv i ty , w h i le  s c o tc h  is r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  h ig h e r  p r o d u c t iv ity  le v ­

e ls  a n d  h ig h e r  e a rn in g  p o te n t ia l? ”  I t ’s a  b a s ic  s c ie n t if ic  p r in ­

c ip le — c o r re la t io n  d o e s  n o t  im p ly  c a u s a li ty . I le a rn e d  th a t  in  

h ig h  sc h o o l!  M a k e s  m e  w o n d e r  w h e re  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  f in d s  

th e i r  “ s c ie n t is t s .”

A n o th e r  th in g : d id  y o u  n o tic e  th e  s tra n g e  v a r ia b le  th a t  RTI 
u se d  to  c a lc u la te  p ro d u c tiv ity  lo s s?  W h y  c h o o s e  “ m a r iju a n a -  

u se -d a i ly - fo r -a -m o n th -e v e r”  to  in d ic a te  “ d ru g  a b u s e ” ? T h e  a n ­

sw e r  is s im p le . RTI d id  c o lle c t  d a ta  o n  c u r re n t  u se  o f  d ru g s  

( in c lu d in g  c o c a in e , h e ro in , a m p h e ta m in e s  a n d  L S D  a s  w e ll as 

m a r iju a n a )  a m o n g  th e s e  h o u se h o ld s , b u t c o u ld  f in d  n o  c o r re la ­
t io n  a t  a ll to  th e  u se  o f  th e s e  d ru g s  a n d  d e c re a s e d  in c o m e . In  

o th e r  w o rd s , c u r re n t  c o c a in e  a b u s e rs  s h o w e d  n o  d if fe re n c e  in 

in c o m e  th a n  th e ir  s tr a ig h t  n e ig h b o rs . S o  i f  W alsh  a n d  th e  re s t  

o f  th e  a n ti-d ru g  z e a lo ts  c a n  s ta te  th a t  d a ily  m a r i ju a n a  u se  fo r  a 

m o n th  a t so m e  p o in t  in  a  p e r s o n ’s life  d e c re a s e s  p ro d u c tiv ity , 
th e n  th e y  m u s t  a lso  c o n c e d e  th a t  c u r re n t  u se  o f  h e ro in  o r  c o ­

c a in e  d o e s  n o t d e c re a s e  p ro d u c tiv ity . O f  c o u rse  th e y  h a v e  n o t 

d o n e  th is ,  a n d  p ro b a b ly  n e v e r  w ill. W a ls h ’s a p p ro a c h  se e m s  to  

e n ta il  f i n d in g  d a t a  to  s u p p o r t  a n  e x is tin g  c o n c lu s io n — th e  e x a c t 

o p p o s ite  o f  e s ta b lis h e d  s c ie n tif ic  m e th o d .

T h e  r e s u l t  o f  a ll  th is  “ju n k  s c ie n c e ”  is n o th in g  to  s c o f f  a t. 

D ru g  t e s t in g  h a s  b e e n  w id e ly  in s t i tu te d  in  p r iv a te  b u s in e s s e s

o v e r  th e  p a s t  d e c a d e ,  a n d  in  1 9 9 6 , “ th e  s h a re  o f  m a jo r  U .S . 

f i rm s  th a t  te s t  f o r  d ru g s  r o s e  to  81 p e r c e n t .”  A ll o f  th is  t im e , 

e n e rg y  a n d  m o n e y  h a s  b e e n  e x p e n d e d  b y  U .S . e m p lo y e r s  w i th ­

o u t  o n e  s h re d  o f  e v id e n c e  d e m o n s tr a t in g  th a t  d ru g  u se rs  d e ­
c r e a s e  p r o d u c t iv i ty  o r  th a t  u r in a ly s is  c a n  f a c i l i ta te  a  d ru g  f re e  
w o rk p la c e .

T H E  T R U T H  I S  O U T  T H E R E

F in a lly , an  a n t id o te  to  th e  s p e c io u s  c la im s  o f  th e  r ig h t-  

w in g  is  a v a i la b le — th e  t ru th . In  1 9 9 4 , th e  N a t io n a l  A c a d e m y  

o f  S c ie n c e s  (N A S ) ,  th e  n a t io n ’s  o ld e s t  a n d  m o s t  p r e s t ig io u s  

s c ie n t if ic  b o d y , p u b l is h e d  a  r e p o r t  e n t i t le d  U n d e r  th e  I n f lu ­
e n c e ?  D r u g s  a n d  th e  A m e r ic a n  W ork F o rc e ,  w h ic h  a d d re s s e d  
e a c h  o f  th e  c la im s  m a d e  b y  p r o p o n e n ts  o f  d ru g  te s tin g .

A f te r  r e v ie w in g  th e  e v id e n c e ,  th e  N A S  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  

“ th e  d a t a . . .d o  n o t  p ro v id e  c le a r  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  d e le te r io u s  

e f fe c ts  o f  d ru g s  o th e r  th a n  a l c o h o l  o n  s a fe ty  a n d  o th e r  j o b  

p e r fo r m a n c e  in d ic a to r s .”

T w o  re c e n t  s tu d ie s  th a t  th e  N A S  e x a m in e d  w e re  c o n d u c te d  

w ith  p o s t  o f f ic e  e m p lo y e e s  to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  p r e - e m p lo y ­

m e n t  d ru g  te s ts  w e re  a  g o o d  p r e d ic to r  o f  j o b  p e r fo rm a n c e ,  
in c lu d in g  w o r k e r s ’ l ik e l ih o o d  o f  h a v in g  a c c id e n ts  o r  s u s ta in ­

in g  in ju r ie s .  In b o th  o f  th e s e  s tu d ie s ,  r e s e a r c h e r s  fo u n d  n o  

d if fe r e n c e  b e tw e e n  e m p lo y e e s  w h o  te s te d  p o s i t iv e  a t  th e  t im e  

o f  h ire  a n d  th o s e  w h o  te s te d  n e g a t iv e .  In  a d d i t io n ,  in  a  r e v ie w  

o f  2 1 3  e m p lo y e e s  w h o  w e re  g iv e n  p o s t - a c c id e n t  d ru g  te s ts ,  

9 6 %  te s te d  n e g a t iv e .  B a se d  o n  th e s e  a n d  o th e r  s tu d ie s ,  th e  
N A S  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  i l l ic i t  d ru g s  h a v e  v e r y  l i t t le  to  d o  w ith  

in d u s tr ia l  a c c id e n ts .

T h e  re a s o n  f o r  th is ,  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  N A S , is  th a t  v e ry  

fe w  w o rk e rs  w h o  u se  i l l ic i t  d ru g s  u se  th e m  a t  w o rk . R a th e r , 

th e y  in d u lg e  o c c a s io n a l ly  o n  w e e k e n d s  o r  a f te r  w o rk ,  a n d  th e  

r e s id u a l  e f fe c ts  o f  th e i r  u se  a re  m in im a l .  F o r  s t im u la n ts ,  th e  

r e s id u a l  e f fe c ts  a re  a k in  to  s l ig h t  s le e p  d e p r iv a t io n  ( w ith o u t  

d ru g s ) ,  a n d  fo r  m a r i ju a n a  u se rs ,  th e  e f fe c ts  “ a p p e a r  s l ig h t  i f  
th e y  e x is t  a t  a l l .”

S im i la r  s tu d ie s  c o n f i rm e d  th a t  R e p u b lic a n  s ta t is t ic s  r e ­

g a r d in g  a b s e n c e s  a n d  m e d ic a l  b e n e f i t s  w e r e  a ls o  s u s p e c t .  
U s in g  th e  p a t ie n t  d a ta b a s e  o f  C a l i f o r n ia ’s la rg e s t  H M O , N A S  

r e s e a rc h e r s  c o m p a re d  th e  h e a l th  c a r e  c o s ts  o f  p e o p le  w h o  u se d  

m a r i ju a n a  w ith  p e o p le  w h o  d id n ’t a n d  fo u n d  n o  s ig n i f ic a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e ,  e v e n  w h e n  th e y  c o m p a r e d  a  s m a l le r  s a m p le  o f  

h e a v y , f r e q u e n t  m a r i ju a n a  u se rs  to  n o n -u s e r s .

T h e  m a in  p o in t  o f  th e  N A S  s tu d y  is t h a t  d r u g s  in  th e  

w o r k p la c e  a re  n o t  n e a r ly  a s  w id e s p re a d  ( o r  d a m a g in g )  a s  th e  

D ru g  W a r ’s  g e n e r a l s  w o u ld  h a v e  y o u  b e l ie v e .  M o s t  d ru g  

u s e r s  w h o  w o r k  u se  i l l ic i t  s u b s ta n c e s  o f f  d u ty  a n d  a r e  r e ­

s p o n s ib le  e m p lo y e e s .  I n  a d d i t io n ,  f o r  e m p lo y e e s  w h o  d o  u s e  

s u b s ta n c e s  a t  w o r k ,  a lc o h o l  is  f a r  m o re  im p a i r in g  th a n  s t im u ­

la n ts  o r  m a r i ju a n a — a n d  y e t  a lc o h o l  c a n n o t  b e  d e te c te d  b y  
u r in a ly s is .



I n 1 9 9 0 ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s p e n t  $ 1 1 . 7  m i l l i o n

t o  t e s t  r o u g h l y  2 9 , 0 0 0  w o r k e r s .

T H E  A B C ’S  O F  U R I N A L Y S IS

I su p p o s e  I sh o u ld  ta k e  a  m in u te  to  e x p la in  e x a c tly  h o w  

u r in a ly s is  w o rk s . T h e  m a in  m is u n d e rs ta n d in g  a b o u t d ru g  te s ts  

a m o n g  th e  m a s s e s  is  th a t  th e  te s ts  a c tu a lly  d e te c t  c u r re n t  le v e ls  

o f  in to x ic a tio n  o r  im p a irm e n t a t  th e  t im e  o f  th e  te s t. I f  th a t  

w e re  th e  c a s e , I w o u ld n ’t  h a v e  n e a r ly  a s  m u c h  o f  a  p ro b le m  

w ith  u r in a ly s is— a f te r  a ll, i t  is  an  u n d e rs to o d  p a r t  o f  th e  e m ­

p lo y e r -e m p lo y e e  c o n tra c t  th a t  y o u  w ill  n o t  c o m e  to  w o rk  in ­

to x ic a te d . T h e  p ro b le m  is, d ru g  te s ts  b a s e d  o n  th e  a n a ly s is  o f  a 

u r in e  s a m p le  (a s  o p p o s e d  to  b r e a th a ly z e r s  o r  b lo o d  te s ts )  d e te c t  

d ru g  m e ta b o l i te s — th e  c h e m ic a l  “ fo o tp r in ts ”  th a t  c e r ta in  d ru g s  
le a v e  b e h in d  lo n g  a f te r  th e i r  e f fe c ts  h a v e  w o rn  o ff. T h u s , th e s e  
te s ts  d o  n o t m e a s u re  th e  a m o u n t o f  a  d ru g  c u r re n tly  in s o m e o n e ’s 

sy s te m  (o r  th e ir  lev e l o f  im p a irm e n t) ,  b u t  th e  tra c e s  o f  th is  d ru g  

w h ic h  m a y  a p p e a r  d a y s  o r  e v e n  w e e k s  a f te r  in g e s tio n . F o r  so m e  

d ru g s , th is  c r itic a l p e r io d  is e x tre m e ly  sh o r t— fo r  a lc o h o l i t ’s 

o n ly  a  c o u p le  o f  h o u rs , fo r  c o c a in e  o n e  to  tw o  d a y s , a n d  fo r  
m a r i ju a n a  tw o  w e e k s  o r  so  ( th o u g h  th a t  f ig u re  c a n  v a ry  g re a tly  
d e p e n d in g  o n  o n e ’s u sa g e  p a tte rn s ) . T h is  m e a n s  th a t  a  p e r so n  
w h o  sm o k e s  a  j o in t  o n  th e  w e e k e n d  c o u ld  te s t p o s it iv e  fo r  T H C  
m e ta b o li te s  a  w e e k  la te r  a n d  b e  f ire d  f ro m  th e ir  jo b ,  e v e n  th o u g h  

th e ir  “ h a b i t”  h a s  n o  e f fe c t  o n  th e ir  p e r fo rm a n c e  a t  w o rk . In 

a d d it io n , so m e o n e  w h o  is a c tu a lly  u s in g  o n  th e  jo b  ( e s p e c ia lly  

i f  th e ir  d ru g  o f  c h o ic e  is a lc o h o l o r  c o c a in e )  c o u ld  e a s i ly  e s c a p e  

d e te c tio n , b e c a u s e  th e ir  b o d y  h a s  n o t h a d  t im e  to  b re a k  d o w n  

th e  d ru g s  in th e ir  sy s te m  a n d  p ro d u c e  m e ta b o li te s . S o  u r in a ly ­

s is  is  b ia s e d  to w a rd  im p lic a tin g  o c c a s io n a l  m a r iju a n a  u se rs—  

p ro b a b ly  th e  m o s t  in n o c u o u s  ty p e  o f  “ d ru g  f ie n d ” th a t  e x is ts .

T h e  R e a g a n -B u s h  a d m in i s t r a t io n s ’ c la im  th a t  d ru g  te s t ­

in g  c a n  e n s u re  a  d r u g - f re e  w o r k p la c e  is  a  lie — w h a t  a n t i - d ru g  
c r u s a d e rs  r e a l ly  w a n t  is  a  d ru g  f re e  w o rk fo rc e . U r in a ly s is  is  

s im p ly  a n o th e r  fo rm  o f  so c ia l  c o n tro l .  B y  in s t i l l in g  a  f e a r  o f  

d e te c t io n  ( fo l lo w e d  b y  u n e m p lo y m e n t)  in  th e  p o p u la c e ,  th e  

g o v e r n m e n t  h o p e s  th a t  r e c r e a t io n a l  d ru g  u se rs  ( a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  

p o t  s m o k e rs )  w il l  s to p  in d u lg in g  b e c a u s e  th e  r is k  is j u s t  to o  

h ig h . A ll o f  th e  c o n c e rn  a b o u t  r a m p a n t  d ru g  u se  in  th e  w o r k ­

p la c e  is  j u s t  an  e la b o r a te  s m o k e s c re e n  to  o b s c u re  th is  v e ry  

s im p le  fa c t:  th e  A m e r ic a n  g o v e rn m e n t  d o e s  n o t  l ik e  p e o p le  to  

a l te r  th e i r  b ra in  c h e m is tr y  u n le s s  th e y  a re  p a y in g  h e a v i ly  fo r  
it ( v ia  a lc o h o l  a n d  to b a c c o  ta x e s ) .  I f  th e  w o rk  p la c e  w a s  r e ­

a l ly  th e  c o n c e rn ,  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u ld  s u g g e s t  th a t  e m p lo y ­

e rs  u se  im p a irm e n t  te s ts ,  w h ic h  m e a s u re  e m p lo y e e s ’ v is io n , 

r e f le x e s  a n d  c o o rd in a t io n  to  d e te rm in e  i f  th e y  a re  c a p a b le  o f  

p e r fo r m in g  j o b  ta s k s .  S u c h  te s ts  a re  a l r e a d y  in p la c e  a m o n g  

c e r ta in  e m p lo y e r s ,  a n d  h a v e  th e  a d d e d  b o n u s  o f  d e te c t in g  f a ­
t ig u e  a s  w e ll  a s  a lc o h o l  o r  d ru g  in to x ic a t io n .

T R U E  O R  F A L S E

U r in e  s a m p le s  c a n  b e  s c re e n e d  in  a  v a r ie ty  o f  w a y s ,  v a r y ­

in g  in  a c c u ra c y  a n d  e x p e n s e . I t ’s p r o b a b ly  o b v io u s  th a t  m o s t  

c o m p a n ie s  w h o  in s t i tu te  p r e - e m p lo y m e n t  t e s t in g  w ill  u s e  th e  

c h e a p e s t ,  e a s ie s t  m e th o d  a v a i la b le — a  p r o c e s s  k n o w n  a s  “ im ­

m u n o a s s a y ,”  w h ic h  r e c o g n iz e s  d ru g  m e ta b o l i te s  b a s e d  o n  a 
“ r o u g h  o u t l in e ”  o f  th e i r  c h e m ic a l  m a k e u p . I m m u n o a s s a y  is a 

“ q u ic k  a n d  d i r ty ”  m e th o d ;  p ro b le m  is , it  c a n ’t d is t in g u is h  b e ­

tw e e n  d ru g  m e ta b o l i te s  th a t  h a v e  s im i la r  c h e m ic a l  s t ru c tu re s . 

T h e  r e s u l t  o f  th is  f la w  is s o m e th in g  c a l le d  a  “ fa ls e  p o s i t iv e ” —  

th a t  is , th e  te s t  s ta te s  y o u  h a v e  c o n s u m e d  a n  il le g a l  d ru g  lik e  

a m p h e ta m in e s  w h e n  r e a l ly  y o u  in g e s te d  an  o v e r - th e - c o u n te r  

d e c o n g e s ta n t .  A n o th e r  c o m m o n  m ix -u p  r e s u l ts  f ro m  th e  in ­

g e s t io n  o f  a n t ih is ta m in e s ,  w h ic h  c a n  t r ig g e r  p o s i t iv e  r e a d in g s  
f o r  m e th a d o n e .

G a s  c h r o m a to g ra p h y /m a s s  s p e c t ro m e tr y  is  a  m o re  e x p e n ­

s iv e , p r e c is e  te s t ,  a n d  c a n  d is t in g u is h  c o ld  r e m e d ie s  f ro m  a m ­

p h e ta m in e s  a n d  a n t ih is ta m in e s  f ro m  m e th a d o n e .  H o w e v e r , 

fa ls e  a c c u s a t io n s  a re  s t i l l  a n  is s u e , a s  c e r ta in  le g a l  m e d ic a ­

t io n s  p r o d u c e  th e  e x a c t  s a m e  m e ta b o l i te s  a s  i l l ic i t  d ru g s . E x ­

a m p le s  o f  th is  n a tu r e  in c lu d e  C o d e in e ,  w h ic h  c o n ta in s  m e ­

ta b o li te s  th a t  a re  c h e m ic a l ly  id e n tic a l to  h e ro in , M a r in o l,  w h ic h  

p ro d u c e s  T H C  m e ta b o l i te s ,  a n d  e v e n  p o p p y  s e e d s , w h ic h  c o n ­

ta in  m o rp h in e  m e ta b o l i te s .  T h e s e  r e s u l t s  a re  k n o w n  a s  “ in n o ­

c e n t  p o s i t iv e s ,”  s in c e  th e  m e ta b o l i te  b e in g  te s te d  fo r  w a s  a c ­

tu a l ly  p r e s e n t  in  th e  p e r s o n ’s b lo o d — it j u s t  w a s n ’t  c o n n e c te d  
to  i l l ic i t  d ru g  u se .

O n e  r e la t iv e ly  n e w  ty p e  o f  te s t  to u te d  a s  th e  p a r a m o u n t  

o f  a c c u ra c y  b y  t e s t in g  a d v o c a te s  is th e  “ h a i r  t e s t .”  D r. W e rn e r  

B a u m g a r tn e r ,  c o m p a n y  c h a irm a n  o f  P s y c h e m e d ic s ,  th e  la rg ­

e s t  c o m m e rc ia l  h a i r  t e s t in g  c o m p a n y  in  th e  U .S ., h a s  m a d e  

s p e c ta c u la r  c la im s  a b o u t  h is  c o m p a n y ’s te c h n iq u e s ,  b o a s t in g  

th a t  P s y c h e m e d ic s  c a n  te ll  w h e n , h o w  m u c h , a n d  w h ic h  i l le ­

g a l d ru g  h a d  b e e n  u se d  f ro m  a n y  h a i r  s a m p le . M o s t  o f  th e  a i r  

w a s  le t  o u t  o f  B a u m g a r tn e r ’s  s a i ls  in 1 9 9 0  w h e n  W J L A , a  t e le ­
v is io n  s ta tio n  in  W a s h in g to n , D .C .,  c o n d u c te d  a  s p e c ia l  in v e s ­

t ig a t iv e  r e p o r t  o n  P s y c h e m e d ic s .  R e p o r te r s  s e t  u p  a  d u m m y  

c o m p a n y  c a l le d  B a ld  E a g le  S e c u r i ty , a n d  s e n t  s ix  p r e - t r e a te d  

h a ir  s a m p le s  to  P s y c h e m e d ic s  f o r  t e s t in g .  O n ly  tw o  o f  th e  s ix  

s a m p le s  w e re  c o r re c t ly  d ia g n o s e d .
A n o th e r  s in is te r  f la w  in  h a ir  t e s t in g  p r o c e d u r e s  is  th e  f a c t  

th a t  sm a ll  a m o u n ts  o f  a  d ru g  c a n  b e  m o re  e a s i ly  d e te c te d  in  

c e r ta in  ty p e s  o f  h a ir . A s  th e  A C L U  re p o r t  re a d s , “ A ll e ls e  

b e in g  e q u a l ,  d a r k -h a ir e d  p e o p le  a re  m o re  l ik e ly  to  te s t  p o s i ­

t iv e  th a n  b lo n d e s ,  a n d  A f r ic a n -A m e r ic a n s  a re  m o re  l ik e ly  to  

te s t  p o s i t iv e  th a n  C a u c a s ia n s .”  B e y o n d  th e  o b v io u s  r a c ia l  b ia s  
a t t r ib u te d  to  h a ir  te s t in g ,  it r e m a in s  u n k n o w n  h o w  h a ir  p ro d ­

u c ts  a n d  t r e a tm e n ts  ( l ik e  b le a c h in g )  a f fe c t  te s t  re su lts .

A ll o f  th e  a b o v e  p o in t to  o n e  s im p le  c o n c lu s io n :  d ru g  te s t ­

in g , p a r t ic u la r ly  th a t  w h ic h  is a d m in is te r e d  in  b la n k e t- fa s h io n  

to  p o te n tia l  e m p lo y e e s , is w o e fu lly  in a c c u ra te . E v e n  i f  th e  te s t ­

in g  m e th o d  is so u n d , h u m a n  e r ro r  r e m a in s  a  f a c to r  ( ju d g in g  by  

th e  lab  c o n d it io n s  1 w itn e s s e d  d u r in g  m y  te s ts , a  m a jo r  f a c to r)  

a n d  a ll p o s it iv e  re su lts  sh o u ld  b e  c o n f irm e d  w ith  a  se c o n d , m o re  

a c c u ra te  te s t. U n fo r tu n a te ly , c o m p a n ie s  a r e n ’t le g a lly  r e q u ire d



O u t  o f  a l l  t h e s e  o n l y  1 5 3  t e s t s  c a m e  

b a c k  p o s i t i v e .  ( T h a t ' s  . 5 %  o f  t h e  t o t a l ) .

to  sh a re  te s t  re su lts  w ith  th o se  te s te d , so  m a n y  p e o p le  w h o  te s t 

p o s it iv e  in i t ia l ly  a re  s im p ly  to ld  th e y  a re  “ u n q u a l i f ie d ”  fo r  th e  

jo b .

F R O M  B A D  T O  W O R S E

S o  fa r  I ’v e  m a in ly  ta lk e d  a b o u t  w h a t d ru g  te s t in g  d o e s n 't  

d o — it d o e s n ’t  d e te r  d ru g  u se , d o e s n ’t h a v e  a n y  s o r t  o f  le g i t i ­

m a te  s c ie n t if ic  su p p o r t ,  d o e s n ’t  in c r e a s e  p ro d u c t iv ity , e tc . B u t 

a  f a r  m o re  im p o r ta n t  q u e s t io n  is , w h a t d o e s  r a n d o m  te s t in g  

d o l  W h a t  e f f e c t  d o e s  i t  h a v e  o n  th e  w o r k p l a c e  a n d  th e  

w o rk fo rc e ?  In  th e  p a s t  c o u p le  o f  y e a r s ,  n u m e ro u s  s tu d ie s  h a v e  

b e e n  c o n d u c te d  to  a n s w e r  th e s e  q u e s t io n s ,  a n d  th e  r e s u l t s  a re  
s ta r t l in g .

O n e  in te r e s t in g  e f fe c t  o f  r a n d o m  d ru g  t e s t in g  is th a t  it 

a c tu a l ly  f a v o rs  th e  a b u s e  o f  c e r ta in  d ru g s . F o r  e x a m p le ,  m a n y  

fo rm e r  m a r i ju a n a  u se rs  w ill  a c tu a lly  fo rg o  p o t a n d  in g e s t h a rd e r  

d ru g s  th a t  u r in a ly s is  d o e s n ’t d e te c t  a s  w e ll .  In  a  s u rv e y  o f  

A m e r ic a n  t r u c k e rs ,  r e s e a r c h e r s  fo u n d  th a t  m o re  d r iv e r s  w e re  

a b u s in g  a lc o h o l a n d  c o c a in e  b e c a u s e  th e y  w e re  a f ra id  th a t  th e ir  

p o t  s m o k in g  w o u ld  g e t  th e m  f ire d  i f  a  r a n d o m  d ru g  te s t  w a s  
a s s ig n e d . In  th e  m ili ta ry , w h e re  r a n d o m  d ru g  te s ts  a re  a  r e ­

q u ir e m e n t ,  L S D  h a s  r e p la c e d  m a r i ju a n a  a s  th e  d ru g  o f  c h o ic e  

a m o n g  s o ld ie r s  ( u r in a ly s is  d o e s  n o t  d e te c t  L S D  r e s id u a ls ) .  I 

d o n ’t k n o w  a b o u t  y o u , b u t  to  m e  th e  id e a  o f  p e o p le  tr ip p in g

w h ile  c a r ry in g  lo a d e d  w e a p o n s  is a b s o lu te ly  te r r i f y in g  (J a c o b  s 

L a d d e r , a n y o n e ? ) .

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  A C L U , “ d ru g  te s tin g  d e te r s  h ig h ly  q u a l i ­

f ie d  w o r k e rs  f ro m  a p p ly in g ”— n o  p u n  in te n d e d , I p r e s u m e . 

S u rv e y s  s h o w  th a t  a l th o u g h  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  A m e r ic a n s  a p p ro v e  

o f  d ru g  t e s t in g  in  th e  w o rk  p la c e  ( p ro b a b ly  b e c a u s e  th e y  d o n ’t 

k n o w  a n y  o f  th e  fa c ts ) ,  th e  m in o r i ty  o p p o s e d  to  su c h  p r a c t ic e s  

is  s u b s ta n t ia l— a s h ig h  a s  4 0  p e rc e n t .  T h is  g ro u p  in c lu d e s  
tw o  ty p e s  o f  p e o p le :  lo n g  te rm  u se rs  w h o  r e fu s e  to  c h a n g e  

th e i r  h a b i ts ,  a n d  n o n -u s e r s  w h o  f in d  d ru g  t e s t in g  to  b e  an  u n ­

ju s t i f i e d  in v a s io n  in to  th e i r  p r iv a te  l iv e s . I f  e m p lo y e r s  h a v e  a 
la rg e  a p p l ic a n t  p o o l ,  th e n  th e y  w ill  p ro b a b ly  n o t  b e  c o n c e rn e d  

a b o u t  th e  d e le te r io u s  e f fe c ts  o f  th e i r  d r u g - te s t in g  p r o g ra m s —  

b u t  in  s m a l le r  p o o ls  w h e r e  a  fe w  h ig h ly -q u a l i f ie d  a p p l ic a n ts  
c o m p e te  fo r  a  fe w  p o s i t io n s ,  e m p lo y e r s  sh o u ld  b e  c o n c e rn e d  

th a t  th e i r  in t ru s io n s  m a y  tu rn  a w a y  so m e  o f  th e  b e s t  q u a l i f ie d  

w o rk e rs .  I n d e e d ,  th is  h a s  b e e n  th e  c a s e . In  a  r e p o r t  f ro m  th e  
R . B r in k le y  S m ith e r s  I n s t i tu te  fo r  A lc o h o l - R e la te d  W o rk p la c e  

S tu d ie s , r e s e a rc h e r s  fo u n d  th a t  so m e  e m p lo y e rs  “ h a v e  d ro p p e d  

p re -e m p lo y m e n t  s c re e n in g  b e c a u s e  i t  u n d u ly  h in d e r e d  th e i r  
a b i l i ty  to  r e c r u it  e m p lo y e e s  w ith  th e  p r o p e r  s k i l l s .”

D ru g  te s t in g  a ls o  h a s  a  s e r io u s  im p a c t  o n  w o r k p la c e  m o ­

ra le .  F o r  o n e  th in g ,  th e  a c tu a l  p r o c e s s  o f  c o l le c t in g  u r in e  

s a m p le s  is , f o r  m a n y , a  d e g ra d in g  a n d  e m b a r ra s s in g  e x p e r i ­

e n c e , e s p e c ia l ly  w h e n  it in v o lv e s  d ir e c t  o b s e rv a t io n  (a s  m a n y  

p ro g ra m s  d o ) . In  a d d i t io n ,  e m p lo y e e s  s u b je c t  to  d ru g  te s ts



M A N Y  F O R M E R  M A R I J U A N A  U S E  W I L L  F O R G O  P O T  A N D  

I N G E S T  H A R D E R  D R U G S  T H A T  U R I N A L Y S I S  D O E S N 'T  D E T E C T  A S  W E L L .

m u s t r e p o r t  a n y  p r e s c r ip t io n  o r  o v e r - th e - c o u n te r  m e d ic in e s  

th e y  u se — a  m e a s u re  th a t  is  m e a n t  to  p ro te c t  th e m  f ro m  f a ls e  

p o s i t iv e s  b u t  w h ic h  c o n s t i tu te s  a  m a jo r  in v a s io n  o f  p r iv a c y . 

D o  y o u  w a n t  y o u r  e m p lo y e r  to  k n o w  th a t  y o u  a re  o n  a n t i ­

d e p r e s s a n ts ?  T e s t  r e s u l t s  w il l  a ls o  in d ic a te  th a t  y o u  a re  p r e g ­

n a n t ,  i f  y o u  a re . S o m e  c o m p a n ie s  w o n ’t h i r e  a  p r e g n a n t  
w o m a n , k n o w in g  th a t  s h e  m a y  h a v e  to  ta k e  t im e  o f f  w o rk  fo r  
m a te r n i ty  le a v e . D o  c o m p a n ie s  h a v e  a n y  r ig h t  to  k n o w  su c h  

p e r s o n a l  in fo rm a t io n ?

T h e  a n x ie ty  e x p e r ie n c e d  b y  e m p lo y e e s  s u b je c t  to  r a n ­

d o m  d ru g  t e s t in g  is  im p o s s ib le  to  d is p u te — f e a r  th a t  th e y  w ill  

b e  c a l le d  a  c r im in a l  a n d  d ru g  a b u s e r ,  f e a r  th a t  th e y  w ill  b e  

f a ls e ly  a c c u s e d  a n d  h a v e  to  g o  th ro u g h  a  le n g th y  a n d  e x p e n ­

s iv e  l i t ig a t io n  p r o c e s s  ju s t  to  g e t  th e i r  j o b  b a c k , e v e n  f e a r  th a t  

a  m a n a g e r  w ith  w h o m  th e y  d o n ’t g e t  a lo n g  w ill  so m e h o w  g e n ­

e r a te  a  p o s i t iv e  te s t  to  g e t  r id  o f  th e m — a ll  o f  th e s e  c o n c e rn s  

le a d  to  in c r e a s e d  s u s p ic io n  a n d  d is t r u s t  b e tw e e n  w o r k e rs  a n d  

e m p lo y e e s . S u c h  an  a n ta g o n is t ic  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  w o r k e r  
a n d  b o s s  is  s u r e ly  g o in g  to  h u r t  b u s in e s s .

W h ic h  b r in g s  m e  to  th e  b ig  K a h u n a , th e  s in g le  is s u e  th a t  

h a s  s e rv e d  a s  b a c k b o n e  a n d  fo u n d a t io n  fo r  th e  e n t i r e  d r u g ­
te s t in g  m o v e m e n t— p ro d u c t iv ity .  R e a g a n , B u s h  a n d  th e i r  c o l ­

o r fu l  c a s t  o f  s y c o p h a n ts  s h o u te d  a b o u t  p r o d u c t iv i ty  e v e r y  

c h a n c e  th e y  g o t. T h e y  to ld  us h o w  d ru g  f ie n d s  w e r e  d e s t ro y ­

in g  A m e r ic a n  b u s in e s s ,  th a t  h u n d re d s  o f  b i l l io n s  o f  d o l la r s  a  

y e a r  w e re  b e in g  lo s t  ( m a y b e  B u sh  s h o u ld ’v e  lo o k e d  u p  h is  

s o n ’s n o s e  fo r  so m e  o f  th o s e  d o l la r s ) .  W e ll, r e c e n t  s tu d ie s  

sh o w  th a t  th e  R e a g a n -B u s h  e r a ’s c la im s  a b o u t  lo s t  p r o d u c t iv ­

ity  w e re ,  in  f a c t ,  l ie s . R e s e a r c h e r s  a p p l ie d  a  s ta n d a rd  p r o d u c ­
t iv i ty  a n a ly s is  to  63  “ h ig h  te c h ”  f irm s  in  th e  c o m p u te r  e q u ip ­

m e n t  a n d  d a ta  p r o c e s s in g  in d u s try . S o m e  o f  th e s e  c o m p a n ie s  

h a d  in s t i tu te d  d ru g  t e s t in g  p r o g ra m s  a n d  s o m e  h a d  n o t. T h e  

r e s e a rc h e r s  f o u n d  th a t  d ru g  t e s t in g  h a d  “ re d u c e d  r a th e r  th a n  
e n h a n c e d  p r o d u c t iv ity .”  F in n s  w ith  p r e - e m p lo y m e n t  t e s t in g  

s c o re d  16 p e r c e n t  lo w e r  in  p ro d u c t iv i ty  m e a s u re s  th a n  f irm s  

w i th o u t  te s t in g  p ro g ra m s . In  f irm s  w ith  b o th  p r e -e m p lo y m e n t  
a n d  r a n d o m  te s t in g  p r o c e d u r e s ,  p ro d u c t iv i ty  w a s  2 9  p e r c e n t  

lo w e r . T h e  c o n c lu s io n :  “ C o m p a n ie s  th a t  r e la te  to  e m p lo y e e s  
p o s i t iv e ly  w ith  a  h ig h  d e g re e  o f  t r u s t  a re  a b le  to  o b ta in  m o re  

e f fo r t  a n d  lo y a l ty  in  r e tu r n .”  I t ’s r e a l ly  p r e t ty  b a s ic ;  d ru g  t e s t ­

in g  w ith o u t  p ro b a b le  c a u s e  is  in v a s iv e  a n d  d is t ru s t fu l ,  a n d  e m ­

p lo y e e s  r e s p o n d  to  s u c h  ta c t ic s  n e g a t iv e ly . I f  y o u  d o n ’t r e ­

s p e c t  o r  t r u s t  y o u r  b o s s , c h a n c e s  a re  y o u  w o n ’t  w o rk  v e ry  

h a rd  f o r  h im  o r  her. C h a n c e s  a re , th e  c o m p a n y  w il l  su ffe r.

I T ’S  T H E  M O N E Y

I g u e s s  i t ’s n o  s u rp r is e  th a t  lu rk in g  u n d e r n e a th  a ll o f  th e  

“ s a y  n o ”  rh e to r ic  a n d  “ g o o d  in te n t io n s ”  o f  d ru g  t e s t in g  p r o ­

p o n e n ts  is a  f a r  m o re  b a s ic  m o tiv e :  g re e d . L e t ’s f a c e  it— th e  

d ru g  t e s t in g  in d u s try  is  a  g ig a n t ic  m o n e y -m a k in g  m a c h in e .

R e m e m b e r , th is  is  a n  in d u s try  th a t  d id n ’t  e x is t  f i f te e n  y e a r s  

a g o . N o w , h u n d re d s  o f  c o m p a n ie s  a c c o u n t  fo r  b i l l io n s  o f  d o l ­

la rs  o f  p ro f i t ,  a ll f o r  p r o v id in g  a  “ s e rv ic e ”  th a t  s e rv e s  n o  u s e ­

fu l p u rp o s e  a n d  u l t im a te ly  h a rm s  th o u s a n d s  o f  A m e r ic a n  c i t i ­

z e n s  e v e ry  y ea r .

T o  se e  w h a t I m e a n , ju s t  ty p e  “ d ru g  te s tin g ”  in to  th e  se a rc h  

f ie ld  o f  Y a h o o  n e x t  t im e  y o u ’re  s u r f in g  th e  W eb . M o re  th a n  

2 0  c o m p a n ie s  p o p  u p , a ll e a g e r  to  o f fe r  y o u  th e i r  “ d ru g  a n a ly ­

s is ”  s e rv ic e s ,  s o m e  e v e n  g o in g  so  fa r  a s  to  p ro v id e  “ a t  h o m e  

k i t s ”  so  y o u  c a n  s e e  w h a t  c h e m ic a ls  a r e  ru in in g  y o u r  su lle n  

te e n a g e  d a u g h te r ’s m o o d . A n d  th e n  c o n s id e r  th e  a n t id o te  to  

a ll o f  th is ,  th e  s h a d y  c o m p a n ie s  a d v e r t i s in g  o n  th e  b a c k  c o v e r  

o f  H ig h  T im es, p r o m is in g  to  s a v e  y o u  i f  “ U r - in e  t r o u b le .”  
B i l l io n s  a n d  b i l l io n s  o f  d o l la r s ,  fo lk s . I t m a k e s  y o u  w o n d e r  
w h o  re a l ly  fo is te d  d ru g  te s t in g  o n  an  u n s u s p e c t in g  p o p u la c e —  

p o l i t ic ia n s  o r  b ig  b u s in e s s ?  E ith e r  w a y , y o u  c a n  b e t  it  w a s n ’t 

a n y o n e  w ith  th e  p u b l i c ’s b e s t  in te r e s ts  in  m in d .

C le a r ly , lo g ic  a n d  f a c ts  w il l  n o t p e r s u a d e  th e  p o w e rs -  

th a t-b e  to  s t r ip  a w a y  d ru g  t e s t in g  p r o g ra m s  ( th e y  d o n ’t  u n ­

d e r s ta n d  “ f o re ig n ”  la n g u a g e s ) .  M y  o n ly  h o p e , i t  s e e m s , is  to  

a p p e a l  to  b u s in e s s e s  th ro u g h  th e  o n ly  la n g u a g e  th e y  u n d e r ­

s ta n d — d o lla r - s p e a k .  W e ll, h o w  a b o u t  th is ?  D ru g  te s t in g  is 

n o t  c o s t  e f fe c tiv e . O o h , I s a id  th e  m a g ic  w o rd s . Y es , i t ’s  tru e . 

A  s tu d y  o f  th e  f e d e ra l  g o v e r n m e n t ’s o w n  d ru g  t e s t in g  p r o ­

g ra m  e s t im a te d  th a t  it c o s t  m o re  th a n  $ 6 0 ,0 0 0  to  f in d  a  s in g le  

d ru g  u se r. T h e  m a th  b e h in d  th is  is  s im p le  e n o u g h : in  1 9 9 0 , 
th e  g o v e r n m e n t  s p e n t $ 1 1 .7  m il l io n  to  te s t  ro u g h ly  2 9 ,0 0 0  

w o rk e rs .  O u t  o f  a l l  th e s e , o n ly  153 te s ts  c a m e  b a c k  p o s i t iv e  

( t h a t ’s .5 %  o f  th e  to ta l ) .  T a k e  .5 %  o f  th e  to ta l  c o s t  a n d  y o u  
g e t  $ 5 8 ,5 0 0 .  N o w  c o n s id e r  th a t  m o r e  th a n  h a l f  o f  th e s e  

“ g u i l ty ”  p a r t ie s  te s te d  p o s i t iv e  o n ly  fo r  m a r i ju a n a . H o w  m u c h  

d o e s  it  c o s t  to  c a tc h  a n  a c tu a l  d ru g  a b u s e r ,  so m e o n e  w h o  m ig h t 

b e  a  d a n g e r  to  h im s e l f  o r  f e l lo w  w o rk e rs .  E s t im a t in g  th a t  1 

in  10 o f  th o s e  w h o  te s te d  p o s i t iv e  f it  th is  c a te g o ry , th e  a v e r ­

a g e  c o s t  o f  f in d in g  a  d ru g  a b u s e r  th r o u g h  a  t e s t in g  p ro g ra m  

b e c o m e s  $ 6 0 0 ,0 0 0 . H m m m m m . T e s t in g  c o m p a n ie s  a s s e r t  

th a t  d ru g  te s t in g  p ro g ra m s  s a v e  e m p lo y e r s  m o n e y  in  th e  lo n g  
ru n , b u t  a s  y o u  c a n  s e e , th e  n u m b e r s  d o n ’t a d d  u p .

C H - C H - C H - C H - C H A N G E S

T h e  w a y  I se e  it, s o m e th in g  h a s  g o t  to  g iv e . D ru g  t e s t in g  

is c o s tly , in e f fe c tiv e ,  a n d  u n c o n s t i tu t io n a l .  H e ll ,  i t ’s  n o t  e v e n  

a c c u ra te .  C i t iz e n s  a re  b e in g  a s k e d  to  p la c e  th e i r  j o b  s e c u r i ty  

in  th e  h a n d s  o f  p r iv a te  b u s in e s s e s  w h o s e  o n ly  c o n c e rn  is v o l ­

u m e , th a t  is , tu r n in g  a  p ro f i t .  W h a t  m o t iv a te s  th e s e  c o m p a ­
n ie s  to  m a in ta in  s ta n d a rd s  o f  q u a l i ty  o r  to  e n s u re  th a t  th e i r  

la b s  a re  f re e  o f  e r ro r?  A b s o lu te ly  n o th in g . M e a n w h ile ,  A m e r i­

c a n  b u s in e s s e s ,  a n d , m o re  im p o r ta n tly , A m e r ic a n  c i t iz e n s ,  a re  

b e in g  sw in d le d .

T h e  w o r s t  p a r t  is  th a t  th e r e  a re  f a i r  a l te r n a t iv e s  a v a i la b le .



R e fe re n c e  c h e c k in g ,  E m p lo y e e  A s s is ta n c e  P ro g ra m s  a n d  im p a ir ­

m e n t t e s t in g  h a v e  a ll  p ro v e n  th e m s e lv e s  to  b e  e f fe c t iv e d f le th o d s  

o f  p r e v e n t in g  d ru g  a b u s e  in  th e  w o rk p la c e .  Im p a i rm e n t  te s tin g  

in p a r t ic u la r  m a y  h o ld  th e  k e y  to  o u r  n a t io n ’s d ru g  te s t in g  w o e s . 

A lr e a d y  in  u s e  b y  a  sm a ll  n u m b e r  o f  e m p lo y e r s ,  th e s e  te s ts  m e a ­

su re  a n  e m p lo y e e ’s v is io n ,  r e f le x e s  a n d  c o o r d in a t io n  a n d  c o m ­

p a re  th e  r e s u l ts  to  th e  e m p lo y e e ’s b a s e l in e  to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  

h e  o r  sh e  is  c a p a b le  o f  p e r fo rm in g  th e  j o b  sa fe ly . T h e s e  te s ts  c a n  

a ls o  m e a s u re  f a t ig u e  o r  s t r e s s ,  le a d in g  to  a  s a fe r  w o rk p la c e .  A ll 

o f  th e s e  m e th o d s  a re  c h e a p e r  a n d  le s s  in v a s iv e  th a n  u r in a ly s is .

A ll o f  th is  m a k e s  o n e  w o n d e r :  “ I f  d ru g  t e s t in g  is so  in e f fe c ­

t iv e , a n d  th e r e  a re  b e t te r  a l te r n a t iv e s  a v a i la b le  r ig h t  n o w , th e n  

w h y  d o e s  u r in a ly s is  e x is t  in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e ? ”  S im p le . D ru g  te s ts  

a re  o u r  g o v e r n m e n t ’s a t te m p t  to  m a n u f a c tu re  n e g a t iv e  c o n s e ­

q u e n c e s  f o r  d ru g  u s e r s  w h o  m ig h t  o th e r w is e  e x p e r ie n c e  n o n e . 
T h e  c o l le g e  g ra d  w h o  sm o k e s  p o t  o n  w e e k e n d s  m ig h t  le a d  a 

h e a lth y , p r o d u c t iv e  l ife , th u s  d is p ro v in g  g o v e rn m e n t  p r o p a g a n d a  

th a t  “ m a r i ju a n a  c a n  d o  n o th in g  f o r  y o u .”  T o  fu lf i l l  th e i r  o w n  

p ro p h e c ie s ,  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  m u s t  p r e v e n t  th is  c a p a b le  in d iv id u a l  

f ro m  a c h ie v in g  s u c c e s s ,  a n d  b a r r in g  h im  f ro m  e m p lo y m e n t  is 
th e  e a s ie s t  w a y  to  d o  j u s t  th a t.

H o w  a b o u t  h i r in g  p e o p le  b a s e d  o n  th e i r  q u a l i f ic a t io n s  a n d  

n o t o n  th e i r  o f f -d u ty  h a b i ts ?  H o w  a b o u t  r e je c t in g  g o v e rn m e n t-  

im p o s e d  so c ia l  c o n tro ls  a n d  p r e s e rv in g  e v e ry  c i t i z e n ’s r ig h t  to  

f re e d o m  a n d  p r iv a c y ?  W h a t  m a k e s  th e  s e a rc h  a n d  s e iz u re  o f  o u r  

b o d i ly  f lu id s  a n y  m o re  c o n s t itu t io n a l  th a n  th e  s e iz u re  o f  o u r  p ro p ­
e r ty ?

I le a v e  y o u  w ith  a  q u o te  f ro m  F e d e ra l  J u d g e  H . L e e  S a ro k in , 

w h o  ru le d  a g a in s t  th e  c o n s t i tu t io n a l i ty  o f  d ru g  t e s t in g  p ro g ra m s  

in 1 9 8 6 . T h o u g h  h is  d e c is io n  w a s  o v e r tu rn e d  th r e e  y e a r s  la te r , 
h is  w is d o m  s ti l l  r in g s  tru e :

“ W e w o u ld  b e  a p p a l le d  a t  th e  s p e c te r  o f  th e  p o l ic e  s p y ­

in g  o n  e m p lo y e e s  d u r in g  th e i r  f re e  t im e  a n d  th e n  r e ­

p o r t in g  th e i r  a c t iv i t ie s  to  th e i r  e m p lo y e r s .  D ru g  te s t ­
in g  is  a  f o rm  o f  s u rv e i l la n c e ,  a lb e i t  a  te c h n o lo g ic a l  

o n e . N o n e th e le s s ,  it  r e p o r ts  o n  a  p e r s o n ’s o f f -d u ty  

a c t iv i t ie s  j u s t  a s  s u r e ly  a s  i f  s o m e o n e  h a d  b e e n  p r e s e n t  

a n d  w a tc h in g .  I t  is  G e o rg e  O r w e l l ’s B ig  B ro th e r  S o ­

c ie ty  c o m e  to  l i f e .”  9
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I  a m  a n  a r a b

I n t e r v i e w  b y  B a s i l  E l i a s  

A p r i l  2 0 0 0

In  m an y  p ro g re s s iv e  co n v e rsa tio n s , r a c e  in A m erica  h a s  been  d iv id ed  up in to  
A frica n  A m erican , “ White, “ A sian , C h ica n o  a n d  so m etim es In d ig in e o u s  P eo p le . 
In th ese  sa m e  c o n v e rsa tio n s , A ra b s  a n d  o th e r  p e o p le  o f  M id d le  E a s te rn  d escen t 
h a v e  been  e i th e r  in v isib le  o r  p u sh e d  in to  th e  “ W hite ” ca teg o iy . W hy?

I  d id  th is in te rv iew  w ith H u sse in  Ib ish , c o m m u n ica tio n s  d ire c to r  o f  th e  la rg ­
es t g ra s s ro o ts  g ro u p  f ig h tin g  f o r  th e  r ig h ts  o f  A ra b  A m erican s, the  A m erican -A rab  
A nti D isc rim in a tio n  C om m ittee. I  ch o se  th is  in te rv iew  a n d  th ese  q u es tio n s  b e ­
c a u se  I  b e lieve  th a t  it is tim e to reco g n ize  A ra b s  a n d  A ra b  A m erican s  in m o d ern  
c o n v e rsa tio n s  a b o u t rac ism , a n d  to  a ck n o w led g e  th e  g r a n d  ach iev em en ts  A ra b  
A m erican s  h av e  m ade.

In y o u r  op in ion , w ho a re  A ra b  A m erican s?

A rab  A m erican s  are  U .S . c itizen s  w h o se  n a tio n a l o rig in  can  be  traced  to  an y  o f  the  
sta te s  in  th e  A rab  L eague. M y b es t g u ess is th a t th e re  a re  ab o u t fo u r  m illio n  A rab  
A m erican s. L arg e  sca le  A rab  im m ig ra tio n  in to  the  U n ite d  S ta tes b e g an  to w ard s 
th e  end  o f  the  last cen tu ry  and  has been  in creasin g  in recen t years. T he A rab  A m eri­
ca n  co m m u n ity  is v e ry  d iv e rse  reg io n a lly , re lig io u s ly  an d  in te rm s o f  a ss im ila tio n  
in to  m ain stream  A m erican  cu ltu re . T h e re  a re  la rge  n u m b ers  o f  b o th  M u slim  and  
C h ris tian  A rab  A m erican s. H o w ev er, th e re  are  b ro ad  a re a s  o f  co n sen su s  w ith in  the  
co m m u n ity  and  a  g en u in e  and  g ro w in g  fe e lin g  o f  c o m m o n a lity  an d  co m m o n  in te r­
est.

Is th e re  an  A ra b  A m erican  com m unity?

C erta in ly . I th in k  th a t th e  A rab  A m erican  co m m u n ity  b e g a n  to se e  i ts e l f  as d is tin c t 
g ro u p  th a t req u ired  po litica l o rg an iza tio n  a lo n g  e th n ic  lines in  th e  1960s as m an y  
g ro u p s  in th e  U n ite d  S ta tes  b e g an  to  o rg an ize . A rab  A m erican s  w ere  p a rtic ip an ts  
in an d  d eep ly  affec ted  by  th e  civ il rig h ts  m o v e m e n t and  o th e r  tran sfo rm a tiv e  soc ia l 
d e v e lo p m en ts  in th is  co u n try  d u rin g  th a t decade .

T h e  1967 A rab -Israe li w a r  w as p ro b ab ly  th e  d e fin itiv e  m o m en t in d raw in g  
the  d iv e rse  A rab  A m erican  co m m u n ity  to g e th e r  as a p o litica l g roup . A rab  A m eri­
can s w ere  sh o c k ed  an d  h o rrif ied  b y  th e  e la tio n  th a t th e  Israe li co n q u e s t o f  eas t 
Je ru sa lem , th e  W est B ank , G aza  and  the  G o lan  H e ig h ts  w as g ree ted  w ith  in m u ch  
o f  A m erican  soc iety , esp ec ia lly  in the  p ress . A rab  A m erican s  w ere  co m p le te ly  
u n p rep a red  fo r th e  a lm o st to ta l id en tifica tio n  in th e  m a in stream  o f  th is co u n try  
w ith  Israe l in its a g g ress iv e  w a r  o f  co n q u es t an d  the  c o m p le te  d isreg a rd  fo r the 
leg itim ate  rig h ts  and  concerns o f  the  A rab  peop les, espec ia lly  the  P alestin ian  people.



a m e r i c a n

T h is  led  d irec tly  to  th e  fo u n d in g  o f  th e  A rab  A m erican  U n iv ersity  
G rad u a te s  (A A U G ) o rg an iza tio n , th e  firs t m a jo r  na tional A rab  A m eri­
can  g ro u p , an d  all th e  o th e r  na tional A rab  A m erican  o rg an iza tio n s 
th a t fo llo w ed .

In th e  en su in g  d ecad e s the  A rab  A m erican  co m m u n ity  has been  
g ro w in g  in size, s ta tu re  an d  po litica l cohesio n . T h is  is in  sp ite  o f  tw o  
m a jo r  c rises , the  L eb an ese  c iv il w ar and  th e  1990-91 G u lf  W ar, bo th  
o f  w h ich  w ere  v e ry  trau m atic  an d  d iv is iv e  an d  cau sed  m a jo r  rifts  in 
th e  com m unity . I feel, how ever, th a t s in c e  th e  G u lf  W ar crisis , the  
A rab  A m erican  co m m u n ity  has m an ag ed  to co m e  to g e th e r  in a  w ay  
w h ich  h as m ad e  u s  s tro n g e r th an  e v e r  and  th e  fu tu re  is c lea rly  a b righ t 
o n e  fo r o u r co m m u n ity  an d  o u r n a tio n a l o rg an iza tio n s.

W hat a r e  so m e  o f  th e  issu es a n d  s tru g g le s  th a t th ese  co m m unities 
f a c e ?

O u r co m m u n ity  faces  ex trem e levels o f  d isc rim in a tio n . T h e  s te reo ­
typ es against A rab s w h ich  are  p revalen t in A m erican  soc ie ty  are  am ong 
th e  d eep es t an d  m o s t h a rm fu l faced  b y  an y  g ro u p  in th e  U n ited  S tates. 
T he A rab -bash ing  that pervades both the  en terta inm en t and  new s m edia 
is, 1 b e liev e , qu ite  w ith o u t p ara lle l in th e  co n tem p o ra ry  U n ited  S tates. 
W e n ev e r cease  to  be  am azed  by  the  lev e ls  o f  m isu n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  the  
A rab  w o rld , A rab  cu ltu re  and  Islam  w h ic h  a re  so w id esp rea d  in  o u r 
society . I t m ak es life  very  d ifficu lt fo r m an y  A rab  A m erican s. O u r 
ch ild ren  g ro w  up  in an a tm o sp h e re  w h ere  m an y  asp ec ts  o f  o u r id en ­
tity  an d  th e  fa ith  o f  m an y  o f  ou r p eo p le  a re  su b je c ted  to  co n stan t a t­
tack  in the  m ed ia , w h ich  h as  a p ro fo u n d  an d  p e rv asiv e  in fluence . 
T h ese  s te reo ty p es  hav e  a se rio u s and  h ig h ly  d am ag in g  e ffe c t ev en  on 
law s an d  law  en fo rc em en t in th e  U n ited  S ta tes, an d  m u ch  o f  th e  m ost 
se rio u s d isc rim in a tio n  ag a in s t A rab  A m erican s is co n d u c ted  b y  o u r 
ow n  g o v e rn m en t. I t 's  n o t an easy  p o sitio n  to be  in, b u t I ’m  g lad  to 
say  th a t w e  a re  fig h tin g  b ack  an d  w ith  in c reas in g  effec tiv en ess .

W hat do  y o u  se e  a s  so m e  o f  th e  com m on s te reo ty p es  a n d  m isco n c ep ­
tio n s  o f  A ra b s  a n d  A ra b  A m erican s?

W ell, th e re  are  so m an y  it rea lly  w o u ld  be  im p o ss ib le  to  list th em  all. 
B ut 1 do  th in k  th a t th e  id ea  th a t th e re  is a  g en e ra lized  co n flic t in the 
w o rld  b e tw een  A rab s an d  A m erican s, o r  b e tw een  Islam  and  the  W est,

is v e ry  w id esp rea d  an d  very  d an g e ro u s , as w ell as co m p le te ly  u n ­
true. T h is  idea, w h ich  is p ro m o te d  by  th e  new s m ed ia  in its o ften  
reck less  rep o rtag e , b y  th e  en te rta in m en t in d u stry  w ith  its co n stan t re p ­
re sen ta tio n  o f  A rab s an d  A rab  A m erican s  as fan a tica l an ti-A m erican  
te rro ris ts , by  sc h o la rs  w h o  w rite  ab o u t a “c lash  o f  c iv iliz a tio n s” and 
ev en  by  g o v e rn m e n t o ffic ia ls  w h o  seek  to ju s tify  ag g ress iv e  A m e ri­
can  p o lic ie s  in th e  M id d le  E ast, c rea te s  an im age o f  th e  A rab  as the 
en em y  an d  the  “ o th er."  Y ou can  ce rta in ly  im ag in e  th e  e ffe c t th a t th is 
a tm o sp h e re  has o n  A ra b  A m erican s.

T h e  fac t is th a t o u r p eo p le  a re  ro u tin e ly  s in g led  o u t fo r  specia l 
se cu rity  co n ce rn s  so le ly  on th e  b as is  o f  th e ir  e thn ic ity , an d  it is b e ­
cau se  o f  th ese  o u trag eo u s  ste reo ty p es . W e h av e  b een  w o rk in g  hard  
on  c o m b a tin g  them , b u t th ere  is c lea rly  still a lo n g  w ay  to  go. P a ra ­
m o u n t P ic tu re s, a  m a jo r  H o lly w o o d  s tu d io , has ju s t  re lease d  a  film , 
“ R u les o f  E n g ag em en t,”  w h ich  tak es  A rab -b a sh in g  to a  new  level. It 
p a in ts  all A rab s, m en , w o m en  and  ch ild ren , as m u rd ero u s , v ic io u s, 
a n ti-A m erican  te rro ris ts . T h is  film  is so  v ile  th a t it can  o n ly  be c o m ­
pared  to  o th e r  film s, su ch  as “ B irth  o f  a N a tio n ” o r “ T h e  E te rnal Jew ,” 
w h o se  so le  p u rp o se  w as th e  d em o n iza tio n  an d  v ilifica tio n  o f  an  en tire  
p eop le . Its very  d is tu rb in g  th a t such  a film  co u ld  b e  m a d e  in o u r 
c o u n tiy  in th e  y e a r  2000 .

O th er h arm fu l s te reo ty p es  en d u re  as w ell. T h e  an ti-S e m itic  im ­
ag e  o f  the  g reedy , vu lgar, u n ed u ca ted  an d  d ir ty  A rab  oil sh e ik h , im ag ­
e ry  largely  b o rro w e d  fro m  d e fam a to ry  s te reo ty p es o f  Je w ish  b an k ers  
th a t p rev a iled  in w e s te rn  n a tio n s  d u rin g  the  firs t h a lf  o f  th is  cen tury , 
co n tin u es  to  ex ist. T h e  reac tio n  to  th e  recen t rise  in oil p r ices sh ow s 
th a t these  s te reo ty p es  h av e  no t been  d isp e lled .

T h e re  are  a lso  o u trag eo u s  s te reo ty p es ab o u t A rab  w o m en  and 
the  ro le  th a t th ey  p lay  an d  are  acco rd ed  in A rab  cu ltu re  an d  Islam  
w h ich  are  h ig h ly  u n fa ir  and  d am ag in g . A nd , o f  co u rse , th e  im ag e  o f  
the  A rab  as a rac is t an d  an ti-S e m ite  is a lso  v e ry  p rev a len t, an d  n e e d ­
less to  say, en tire ly  u n ju stified . T h ese  ju s t  sc ra tch  the  su rface  though . 
a S te reo ty p es  ag a in s t A rab s  and  M u slim s d raw  on  a lo n g  h is to ry  o f  
w es te rn  an tip a th y  to w ard s th e  p eo p les  o f  the  M idd le  E ast, an d  th e re ­
fo re  th ey  are  w e ll-d ev e lo p ed , d eep ly  en tren ch ed  an d  e x tre m e ly  c o m ­
p lex . D isp e llin g  th em  th o ro u g h ly  w ill p ro b ab ly  tak e  g en e ra tio n s  to 
ach ieve .

Who is the  A m erican  A ra b  A n ti-D isc rim in a tio n  C om m ittee?  W hat does 
it do  to re p re se n t A ra b s  in A m e ric a ?

A D C  is th e  largest A rab  A m erican  m em b ersh ip  o rg a n isa tio n  in the  
U n ited  S ta tes . It w a s  fo u n d e d  in 1980 by  fo rm e r  S e n a to r  Ja m es 
A b o u rezk  fo llo w in g  a d ecad e  o f  v ic io u s an ti-A rab  s te reo ty p es , largely  
o f  th e  “o il sh e ik h ” variety , th a t fo llo w ed  the  1973 oil crisis . T h e  final 
straw  w as th e  use  o f  these  s te reo ty p es by  th e  FBI in th e  “A B S C A M ” 
stin g , in w h ich  an  Ita lian  A m erican  ag en t w as d isg u ised  as an "oil 
sh e ik h "  and  b rib ed  a  n u m b e r  o f  m em b ers  o f  C o n g ress  w h o  w ere  then  
a rre sted  fo r co rru p tio n . T h e  head  o f  the  FBI at th e  tim e  sa id  th a t th ey  
u sed  the  s te reo ty p e  b e cau se  p eo p le  n eed ed  to b e liev e  th a t th e  agen t 
w as a p e rso n  w h o  w o u ld  be  cap ab le  o f  o ffe rin g  b rib es to  p o litic ian s, 
ev en  th o u g h  there  h ad  n ev er b een  a  case  on  reco rd  o f  an  A rab  o r  A rab  
A m erican  ac tu a lly  try in g  to  b rib e  an A m erican  p o litic ian . T h e  sigh t 
o f  th e  g o v e rn m en t em b rac in g  an d  p ro m o tin g  th ese  s te reo ty p es  led 
d irec tly  to  th e  crea tio n  o f  A D C  as a c iv il r ig h ts  o rg an iza tio n  fo r  o u r 
com m unity , an d  th e re  is no  d o u b t th a t it w as b ad ly  n eed ed  th en  and 
rem a in s  so to th is  day. A D C  is a g ra ss ro o ts  o rg an iza tio n  w h ich  is 
c o m p rised  o f  m an y  local c h ap te rs  in c itie s  and  reg io n s a ro u n d  the  
coun tiy . A D C  has a  legal d ep a rtm en t w h ich  d ea ls  w ith  m atte rs  o f  law  
and  d isc rim ination , a com m unications departm ent; w hich  I head, w hich  
dea ls  w ith  the  m ass  m ed ia  and  e x p la in in g  o u r p e rsp ec tiv e  to  the  p u b ­
lic; an o rg an iz in g  d ep a rtm en t w h ich  is the  lin k  b e tw een  th e  g ra ss ro o ts  
and  th e  na tio n a l o ffice ; an  ed u ca tio n  d ep a rtm en t w h ich  d ea ls  w ith



ed u ca tio n a l an d  cu rricu lu m  issues; an d  a g o v ern m en ta l a ffa irs  arm , 
N A A A -A D C , w h ich  d ea ls  w ith  g o v e rn m en t an d  leg is la tiv e  m atters.

W hat a r e  so m e  issu es  th e  A D C  is c u rre n tly  fo c u s in g  o n ?

W ell, firs t o f  all w e hav e  to  deal w ith  issu es o f  d isc rim in a tio n  on a da ily  
b a s is . T h e re  a re  in d iv id u a l  
cases o f  d isc rim in a tio n , w h ich  
are  d ea lt w ith  by  o u r legal d e ­
partm ent, and ste reo typ ing  and 
b ias in th e  m ed ia , w h ich  m y 
d ep a rtm en t han d les . B eyond  
th a t th e re  are  se v e ra l issu es, 
b o th  d o m e s tic  a n d  in te r n a ­
tional, w h ich  w e hav e  been fo ­
cu s in g  on.

D o m e s tic a lly , th e re  a re  
tw o  issues o f  o ffic ia l d isc rim i­
n a tio n  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  b een  
em p h as iz in g . F irs t is th e  use 
o f  se cre t ev id e n c e  in A m e ri­
can  courts. M o st p eo p le  d o n ’t 
k n o w  th is, b u t s in c e  the  p a s ­
sage  o f  the  1996 “A n ti-T erro r­
ism  A c t” th e  g o v e rn m e n t has 
b een  a rre s tin g  p eo p le  w ith o u t 
ch arg e  and  h o ld in g  th em  in  ja i l  on th e  b as is  o f  secre t e v id en ce  w h ich  is 
w ith h e ld  fro m  th e  d e fen d an ts  an d  th e ir  a tto rn ey s. S om e p eo p le  hav e  
sp e n t y ea rs  in ja i l  fo r no  a p p a ren t reaso n . T h is  law  is ap p lied  a lm o st 
so le ly  ag a in s t p e o p le  o f  A rab  e th n ic ity  and  M u slim  re lig io u s  a f filia ­
tion . It is an  in to le ra b le  v io la tio n  o f  th e  bas ic  h um an  an d  co n s titu tio n a l 
r ig h ts  o f  th ese  ind iv id u a ls  and  w e  are  co m m itted  to  ab o lish in g  th is  p ra c ­
tice.

A lso , the re  is th e  m a tte r  o f  a irp o rt p ro filin g . A lso  s in c e  1996, the  
g o v e rn m en t, in th e  fo rm  o f  th e  F ederal A via tion  A d m in is tra tio n , has 
m an d a ted  se cre t p a sse n g e r  p ro file s  fo r a irp o rt and  a irlin e  security . T he 
c o n ten ts  o f  th e  p ro file s  a re  secre t b u t th e  n u m b e r  an d  scope o f  th e  c o m ­
p la in ts  w e  hav e  rece iv ed  fro m  A rab s an d  A rab  A m erican s w h o  have 
b een  s in g led  o u t fo r  ab u siv e , in tru s iv e  and  h arass in g  specia l secu rity  
m easu res  is tru ly  sh o ck in g . 1 d are  say  th a t th e re  is no w  h a rd ly  an  A rab  
A m erican  w h o  has n o t su ffered  th is  o r  w ho  does n o t kn o w  a c lo se  friend  
o r  re la tiv e  w h o  has been  sin g led  o u t in th is  w ay. I t’s in to le ra b le , an d  is 
all th e  m o re  g a llin g  sin ce  the  FA A  has n ev e r been  ab le  to  p o in t to a 
s in g le  in s tan c e  w h ere  so m e o n e  w h o  w as a th rea t to  a irp o rt o r  a irline  
se cu rity  h as b een  id en tified  o r  th w arted  b y  th ese  p ro files . P ro filin g  
n o w  seem s to  h av e  ex ten d ed  b ey o n d  a ir trav e l, such  th a t d u rin g  p erio d s 
o f  h e ig h ten ed  ten s io n , such  as th e  ru n  up  to  the  n ew  y e a r  in  200 0 , a l­
m o st any  A rab  A m erican  w h o  cam e  to th e  a tten tio n  o f  law  e n fo rc em en t 
fo r an y  reaso n , ev en  th e  m o st m u n d an e , w as id en tified  as a  su sp ec ted  
te rro ris t, o f ten  pub lic ly , so le ly  on th e  b as is  o f  th e ir  e thn ic ity . W e are  
d o in g  o u r b es t to  ch a llen g e  the  u se  o f  rac ia l p ro filin g  b y  U .S . law  e n ­
fo rcem en t.

In te rm s o f  fo re ig n  policy , w e  are  d eep ly  o p p o se d  to  th e  U .S . sa n c ­
tio n s on Iraq . T h ese  sa n c tio n s  have  resu lted  in th e  n eed le ss  d ea th s o f  
h u n d red s o f  th o u sa n d s o f  Iraq is , m o stly  ch ild ren . T h e  A rab  A m erican  
co m m u n ity  s tro n g ly  o p p o se s th ese  sa n c tio n s an d  w e feel th a t i f  these  
v ic tim s w ere  o f  a d iffe ren t e thn ic ity , such  a policy , w h ic h  is ce rta in ly  
m u rd ero u s , p erh ap s  even  geno c id a l, w ou ld  no t h av e  co n tin u ed  fo r years  
as it has. L if tin g  th e  sa n c tio n s  is a  m a tte r  o f  the  u tm o st u rg en cy  fo r  us.

F inally , w e  are  o p p o se d  to the  Israe li o ccu p a tio n  o f  so u th  L e b a ­
no n , th e  G o lan  H e ig h ts , th e  W est B ank , G aza  and  eas t Je ru sa lem . W e 
seek  to  m ak e  U .S. p o licy  to w ard s  th e  A rab -Is rae li co n flic t m o re  even- 
h a n d e d  an d  to  se cu re  P a le s tin ian  h u m an  and  n a tio n a l righ ts . T h is  in ­

c lu d es  the  righ t o f  P ales tin ian  re fu g e es to  re tu rn  to  th e ir  h o m es from  
w h ich  th ey  w ere  e x p e lled  by  Israel.

P e rso n a lly , I 'v e  been  f ru s tra te d  by the  m isc a te g o riz a tio n  o f  A ra b s  
a s  “w h ite  ” o r  “C a u c a s ia n , ” su c h  a s  in  th e  cen su s  rep o rt, on  the  
a p p lic a tio n  o f  th e  co lle g e  I  a tten d ed , a n d  th ro u g h o u t m an y  in stitu ­

tio n s in th e  U n ited  S ta tes. I  
d o n ’t  u n d e rs ta n d  how  a  g ro u p  
o f  p e o p le  w ith  su c h  a  s tro n g  
c u l tu ra l  a n d  e th n ic  h e ritag e , 
a  p e o p le  w ho f a c e  d isc rim i­
n a tio n  b a s e d  on  th ese  id en ti­
t ie s  a n d  f o r  m a n y  on  th e ir  
d a rk  sk in  com plection , a n d  a  
p e o p le  o f  n o n -E u ro p e a n  d e ­
s c e n t  a r e  le f t  o u t  o f  m a n y  
m a in s tre a m  d is c u s s io n s  on  
ra c e . H a v e  you , a s  th e  com ­
m u n ic a tio n s  d ir e c to r  o f  th e  
A D C , se en  th is a s  a  p ro b le m  
a s  w e ll?  I f  so , w h a t d o  y o u  
b e liev e  p e o p le  c a n  d o  to re c ­
tify  this, to b r in g  A ra b  A m eri­
c a n s  in to  the  co n v e rsa tio n s on 
rac ism , a n d  m o re  specifically , 
w h a t a re  so m e  w ays th a t  y o u  

b e liev e  w e c a n  g o  a b o u t e n d in g  a n ti-A ra b  ra c ism  in A m erica?

I th in k  th a t m an y  o f  us sh a re  th is  fru s tra tio n . T h e  on ly  tim e  that 
A rab s in th e  U n ited  S ta tes are  co n s id e red  “ w h ite ” p eo p le  is on the  
c en su s  fo rm s and  in te rm s o f  a ffirm a tiv e  ac tio n  o r  o th e r  m in o rity  
p ro tec tio n  p ro g ram s fro m  w h ich  w e  a re  ex c lu d ed . O n e  g lan ce  at 
an y  a sp ec t o f  the  m ass m ed ia  m ak es a  m o ck ery  o f  th is ch a ra c te riz a ­
tion . T h e re fo re  it is im p o rtan t th a t th is is co rre c ted  as q u ick ly  as 
p o ss ib le , b u t it is a  lo n g  te rm  p ro jec t an d  w e  are  w o rk in g  o n  it.

L ast year, d u e  to  the  e ffo rts  o f  o u r ac tiv is ts  in San F ran c isco , 
th a t c ity  no w  reco g n izes  A rabs as a  m in o rity  g ro u p  fo r p u rp o ses  o f  
c ity  co n trac tin g . T h is  is a m a jo r  step  in th e  righ t d irec tio n  an d  w e 
ho p e  to rep lica te  it a ro u n d  the  co u n tiy . In c lu d in g  an  A rab  ca teg o ry  
in th e  c en su s  fo rm s w o u ld  a lso  p ro v id e  us fo r  th e  firs t tim e  w ith  
re liab le  f ig u res  ab o u t th e  A rab  A m e ric a n  p o p u la tio n  n a tionally . So 
th is  is v e ry  im p o rtan t to  us an d  w e  c o n tin u e  to  p re ss  fo r it. O f  co u rse  
w e  n eed  to  be  inv o lv ed  fu lly  in the  n a tio n a l d ia lo g u e  on  race  and  
c iv il r igh ts , an d  w e  are  d o in g  o u r best to d em an d  in c lu sio n  an d  e n ­
su re  th a t o u r v o ices a re  heard .

H o w  do  issu es in th e  M id d le  E a s t  effect A ra b s  in A m erica?

W e believe  that m uch o f  the w orst d isc rim in a tio n  agains t A rab  A m eri­
can s , w h e th e r  by rac ist in d iv id u a ls  o r  b y  the  g o v e rn m en t in se cre t 
ev id en ce  cases and  rac ia l p ro filin g , is s tro n g ly  lin k ed  to M id d le  E ast 
issues. T h e  fac t is th a t A rab  A m erican s  d isa g ree  w ith  the  h ig h ly  a g ­
g ress iv e  and  o n e -s id ed ly  p ro -Israe l s ta n ce  o f  o u r g o v ern m en t. T he 
lin k  is q u ite  c le a r  an d  m uch  o f  th e  d isc rim in a tio n  w e  face  is an e x ­
ten d ed  fo rm  o f  po litica l rep ression .

W hat a r e  so m e m o n u m en ta l c a se s  o f  d isc rim in a tio n  a g a in s t  A ra b s  
in A m erica?

T h e  A B S C A M  case  I hav e  a lread y  m en tio n ed . M a n y  o f  the  w o rst 
ca ses d o  in v o lv e  po litica l rep re ss io n  o f  A ra b  c ritic s  o f  U .S . M idd le  
E ast p o lic ie s . T h e  case  o f  th e  “ L A 8 ,” se v en  P a le s tin ia n s  a n d  a 
K enyan  w h o  w ere  ac tiv is ts  in fav o r o f  P a le s tin ian  h u m an  righ ts , is a



m ajo r in stance . F o r 12 y e a rs  the  g o v e rn m e n t tried  to  d ep o rt th ese  
in d iv id u a ls  so le ly  on  the  bas is  o f  th e ir  p o litica l b e lie fs , a ll the  w hile  
ack n o w led g in g  th a t th e ir  ac tiv ities  w o u ld  hav e  a ll been  p ro tec ted  by  
th e  F irs t A m en d m en t had  th ey  been  c itizen s . W e fo u g h t and  are 
co n tin u in g  to  figh t th is  case . In  F eb ruary , 1999, th e  S u p re m e C ourt 
ru led  in  th e  case , w h ich  is k n o w n  as A D C  v. R eno , th a t im m igran ts 
hav e  no  acce ss to reg u la r  co u rts  an d  th a t th e  g o v e rn m en t can  d ep o rt 
p eo p le  fo r an y  reaso n  it ch o o ses  in c lu d in g  race , e thn ic ity , re lig io n  
o r  p o litica l v iew s. It w as a  sh o c k in g  decis io n .

Severa l o f  th e  se cre t ev id en ce  cases a lso  stan d  ou t. N asse r  
A h m ed  spen t ov er th ree  years in so lita ry  co n fin em en t w ith o u t charge 
on  the  b as is  o f  se c re t ev id en ce . L ast F ebruary , M azen  A l-N ajja r, a 
p ro fe sso r  a t S ou th  F lo rid a  U n iv e rs ity  in T am pa, p assed  h is 1 ,000th  
d a y  in ja i l  u n d e r the  sam e co n d itio n s. T h e re  can  be  no ju s tif ic a tio n  
o f  th is  k a fk a -esq u e  situa tion .

W hat a r e  so m e  m o n u m en ta l s to r ie s  o f  re s is ta n c e ?

T h e  b a ttle  ag a in s t sec re t e v id en ce  is o n e  o f  th e  best. T h e  w ho le  
co m m u n ity  is u n ited  ag a in s t it an d  w e  hav e  w o n d erfu l a llies  from  
th e  im m ig ra n ts ’ r ig h ts , c iv il r ig h ts  an d  la w y e rs ’ o rg an iza tio n s. S ev ­
era l M e m b ers  o f  C o n g ress, m o st n o tab ly  D av id  B o n io r  (D -M I) and 
T om  C a m p b e ll (R -C A ), h av e  a lso  d e n o u n ced  th e  p rac tice  and  have  
in tro d u c ed  leg isla tio n  ag a in s t it. T h is  is a b a ttle  w e  a re  w in n in g  and  
w e  are  g o in g  to  w in . T h e  sam e is tru e  on  Iraq  sa n c tio n s. Its d ay s are 
n u m b ered  b ecau se  o f  o u r su ccessfu l e ffo rts  to  ex p o se  th e  u tte r  im ­
m o ra lity  o f  su ch  a  p o licy  an d  the  su p p o rt w e  hav e  g o tten  from  so 
m an y  p eo p le  o f  co n sc ien ce  a ro u n d  the  co u n try  and  a round  th e  w orld .

I f  so m e o n e  w ho d id n ’t h av e  p re v io u s  know led g e  o f  th e  in fo rm atio n  
w e ’ve ta lk e d  a b o u t h e re  w an ted  to b ecom e m o re  inform ed, o r  w an ted  
to  p a r t ic ip a te  so m eh o w — to b e  an  a lly  to A ra b  A m ericans, w here  
c a n  they  tu rn ?  W hat au th o rs , o rg an iza tio n s, o r  o th e r  re so u rces  co u ld  
they  beg in  w ith?

W ell, o u r  w eb s ite , w w w .ad c .o rg , w o u ld  be  a  g o o d  p lace  to  start. 
O th e r  th a n  th a t  I th in k  th a t th e  w r it in g s  o f  P ro fe s so r  M ic h a e l 
S u le im an , w h o  h as au th o red  severa l m ajo r w o rk s  on  th e  sub jec t, 
w o u ld  be  v e ry  in fo rm ativ e . A n d  i f  p eo p le  w a n t to  he lp , they  need  
on ly  c o n tac t A D C . O u r  s tru g g les are  a t the  cu ttin g  ed g e  o f  th e  battle  
fo r c iv il rig h ts  in sid e  the  U n ited  S ta tes  and  fo r a m o re  ju s t  an d  peace- 
fill w o rld  in tern a tio n a lly . T h e re  is m u ch  to  be  d o n e , b u t w e are  f ig h t­
ing  th e  g o o d  figh t an d  w e  w ill p revail.

The A n terican  A ra b  A n ti-D isc rim in a tio n  C om m ittee can  b e  co n tac ted  
a t :  4201  C o n n e c tic u t Ave, N. W; S u ite  300, W ashington, D .C . 20008, 
USA, p h o n e :  (2 0 2 ) 2 4 4 -2 9 9 0 . te le fa x : (2 0 2 ) 2 4 4 -3 1 9 6 ,E -M a il:  
A D C @ ad c .o rg , In te rn e t:  w w w .adc.org . The A D C  w ebsite  c o n ta in s  
sp e c ific  a n d  d e ta i le d  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t th e  to p ics m e n tio n e d  in th is 
in terv iew , a s  w ell a s  p re s s  re lease s , new s rep o rts , a c tio n  a le r ts , p e ­
titions, a n d  in fo rm atio n  a b o u t th e  o rg an iza tio n .

R u l e s  o f  

E n g a g e m e n t

T h e  A m e r ic a n - A r a b  A n t i - D e s c r im in a t io n  C o m ­

m i t t e e  p r o te s t s  f i lm s  l ik e  P a r a m o u n t ’s “ R u le s  o f  E n ­

g a g e m e n t ’’ b e c a u s e  o f  th e  r a c ia l  s t e r e o ty p in g  it r e ­

l ie s  o n . N e g a t iv e  p o r t r a y a l s  o f  A r a b s  a n d  A r a b  c u l ­

tu r e  a r e  a ls o  u s e d  in  m o v ie s  l ik e  “ T ru e  L ie s ”  a n d  

“ T h e  S ie g e ."  B e fo r e  a n d  d u r in g  th e  r e le a s e  o f  “ R u le s  

o f  E n g a g e m e n t ,”  th e  C o m m it te e  c i r c u l a t e d  a  f ly e r  

o u t l i n in g  th e  o f f e n s iv e  m a te r ia l  in  th e s e  k in d s  o f  

m o v ie s  in  g e n e r a l ,  a n d  in  “ R u le s ”  s p e c i f ic a l ly :

• R e p e a te d  p o r t r a y a l s  o f  A r a b  c h i ld r e n  a s  h a te -  

fi.il, v ic io u s  a n d  m u rd e ro u s .  T h e s e  c h i ld r e n  a re  s h o w n  

s e v e ra l  t im e s  d u r in g  “ R u le s  o f  E n g a g e m e n t”  s h o o t ­

in g  g u n s  a t  th e  f i lm ’s U S  M a r in e  p r o ta g o n is t s  a n d  

s h o u t in g  c u r s e s .

• “ R u l e s ”  p o r t r a y s  Y e m e n i  s o c i e t y  a s  a n  a n t i -  

A m e r i c a n  m o b  j s u t  w a i t i n g  t o  e r u p t  a t  a n y  

s e c o n d .T h e  im a g e s  o f  A a r b s  in  th e  f il  a r e  s te r e to p ic a l  

- v e i l e d  w o m e n ,  m e n  in  h e a d s c a r f s ,  a n d  a l l  s h o u t in g  

f a n a t i c a l ,  a n g r y  s lo g a n s  a n d  f i r in g  a u to m a t ic  w e a p ­

o n s  a t  a  p e a c e f u l  U .S .  e m b a s s y .

• F o r  m o s t  A m e r ic a n s  w h o  s e e  it, “ R u le s  o f  E n ­

g a g e m e n t”  w i l l  c o n ta in  th e  m o s t  “ in f o rm a t io n ”  a b o u t  

Y e m e n  th a t  th e y  w i l l  e v e r  r e c e iv e  in  a n  h o u r  a n d  a  

h a l f ,  a n d  p o s s ib ly  in  t h e i r  e n t i r e  l i f e t im e . N e e d le s s  

to  sa y , th is  is  a  g r o te s q u e  d e f a m a t io n  a n d  c o m p le te  

d i s to r t io n  o f  Y e m e n i  so c ie ty .

• P a r a m o u n t  r e f u s e d  to  c o o p e r a t e  w i th  A r a b -  

A m e r ic a n  o r g a n iz a t io n s  th a t  a t t e m p te d  to  s e t  u p  a  

c o n s t r u c t iv e  d ia lo g u e  o n  th e  f i lm  in  th e  m o n th s  b e ­

f o r e  i ts  r e le a s e .  T h e  A m e r ic a n - A r a b  A n t i - D i s c r im i ­

n a t io n  C o m m it te e  f i r s t  c o n ta c t  P a r a m o u n t  w i th  c o n ­

c e r n s  a b o u t  “ R u le s  o f  E n g a g e m e n t”  in  J a n u a ry ,  w i th  

n o  c o o p e r a t io n .  In  r e t ro s p e c t ,  it  is  e a s y  to  u n d e r s ta n d  

w h y  P a r a m o u n t  s to n e w a l le d  a l l  a t t e m p ts  a t  d ia lo g u e  

a n d  r e f u s e d  e v e n  th e  e le m e n ta r y  c o u r te s y  o f  a  p r e ­

r e le a s e  s c r e e n in g .  T h is  m o v ie  is  a b s o lu te ly  in d e f e n ­

s ib le  in  i ts  p o r t r a y a l  o f  A r a b s  a n d  A r a b  c u l tu r e .

• “ R u le s  o f  E n g a g e m e n t”  a n d  m o v ie s  l ik e  i t  d e ­

f in e  th e  A r a b  a s  th e  q u in te s s e n t ia l  “ o th e r ”  in  c o n ­

t e m p o r a r y  A m e r i c a n  c u l tu r e ,  d e p i c t i n g  a l l  A r a b s ,  

m e n ,  w o m e n ,  a n d  c h i ld r e n ,  a s  th e  in h e r e n t ,  i r r a t io ­

n a l  a n d  im p la c a b le  t e r r o r i s t  e n e m y  o f  t h e  U n i te d  

S ta te s .  T h e s e  im a g e s  h a v e  c o n t r ib u te d  to  th e  h ig h  

in c id e n c e  o f  h a te  c r im e s  a g a in s t  A r a b  A m e r ic a n s ,  

a n d  to  th e  u s e  o f  r a c ia l  p r o f i l in g .

http://www.adc.org


T h e  E n d  O f  C h a o s  T h r o u g h  A n a r c h y ?

A n  A n a r c h i s t  P r i m e r  b y  R i c h a r d  O p a l s k y

1. A n a rc h y  s ta n d s  o p p o se d  to  o rg an iza tio n  and  in stitu tions. 
2. A n a rc h y  p ro m o te s  u n fe tte re d  fre e d o m , a lib e ra te d  s ta te  o f  
so c ia l c h ao s . 3. A n a rc h y  is ro o te d  in  d e s tru c tio n , s in c e  w h a t is 
b e in g  d e s tro y e d  is o p p re ss iv e . I f  y o u  ag re e  w ith  an y  o f  th e  
th re e  p re c e d in g  d e sc rip tio n s  o f  a n a rc h ism , o r  i f  y o u  a re  sy m ­
p a th e tic  to  th e  w a y  th e y  c h a ra c te r iz e  a n a rc h ism , th en  th is  a r­
tic le  w as w ritte n  fo r  y ou! S ta te m e n ts  1, 2 , an d  3 a re  a ll fa lse  
s ta te m e n ts . In  fac t, a n a rc h is t th e o ry  su g g e s ts  m a ss iv e  re -o rg a -  
n iza tio n a l e ffo rts— n o n e th e le ss  o rg an ized ; it p ro m o te s  free d o m , 
b u t o n ly  th ro u g h  a n ew  so c ia l an d  e c o n o m ic  o rd e r; an d  it is far 
m o re  fo c u se d  o n  b e in g  c o n s tru c tiv e  th an  it is on  b e in g  d e s tru c ­
tive .

B y th e  en d  o f  th is  a r tic le , it w ill b e  c le a r  th a t a n a rc h y  d o es  
n o t m ean  an y  o f  th e  id eas  n u m b e re d  ab o v e . M y  h o p e  is th a t 
p e o p le  s ta r t to  ask  w h y  it is th a t th e y  w e re  led  to  b e lie v e  th a t 
a n a rc h y  m e a n t a n y  o f  th o se  th in g s , an d  th a t w e m ay  b e g in  to 
u n d e rs ta n d  th e  rea l m e rits  an d  p itfa lls  o f  an a rc h ism . B u t, b e ­
fo re  w e  b e g in , I sh o u ld  p o in t o u t th a t I do  n o t s e lf- id e n tify  as 
an  a n a rc h is t. In fac t, I d o  n o t s e lf- id e n tify  w ith  a n y  o n e  schoo l 
o f  p o litic a l th o u g h t. M y  p o litic a l v iew s co n s is t o f  w h a t I see  as 
th e  b es t p a rts  o f  v a r io u s  ra d ic a l p o litic s . I h a p p ily  a d m it th a t 
a n a rc h ism , th e  p o litic s  th a t h as a lw a y s  been  th e  m o st d is s a tis ­
fied  w ith  th e  e x is tin g  s ta te  o f  g o v e rn m e n t and  m ass c u ltu re , 
d o es  lend  a lo t to  m y  th in k in g .

T h e  u n d e rg ro u n d  an d  a lte rn a tiv e  c o m m u n itie s , w h e re  w e 
fin d  th o se  m o re  lik e ly  to  to u t th e  ti t le  o f  “ a n a rc h is t,” o ften  seem  
m o re  c o n fu se d  ab o u t w h a t a n a rc h y  is th an  th e  c o n se rv a tiv e  
m a in s tre a m . T h e  p u b lic  f in d s  a n a rc h ism  a la u g h a b le  an d  
u n se rio u s  th eo ry , m o s tly  u n a w a re  th a t th e re  ev en  is a  th e o re ti­
ca l fo u n d a tio n  fo r  it. A n d  th e  id ea  o f  a n a rc h y  in p ra c tic e  is a 
f r ig h te n in g  h y p o th e s is  fo r  th em . S ad ly , th e re  a re  to o  m a n y  
p u n k s  w ith  “ c irc le  A ” lo g o s  on  th e ir  T -sh irts , d r in k in g  th e m ­
se lv es  in to  a s tu p o r  o f  e x h a u s te d  life le ssn e ss , an d  c la im in g  th a t 
b e in g  an  a n a rc h is t is  th e ir  m a in  reaso n  fo r  n o t c a r in g  ab o u t 
soc ie ty . T h ese  fo lk s h av e  m a d e  an  u n fo rtu n a te  c h o ic e  in  n a m ­
in g  th e m se lv e s , s in c e  th e y  a re  ju s t  as o p p o se d  to  th e  p o te n tia l 
o f  an a rc h ism  as  a re  th e  c a p ita lis t  le a d e rs  w h o  sit in th e  W orld  
B a n k  c o n so rtiu m . T h is  m a y  so u n d  a  d ra s tic  c o m p a riso n , b u t 
an  ap a th e tic  c o m m u n ity  th a t ca lls  i t s e l f  “ p o litic a l” is as c o u n te r­
p ro g re ss iv e  as to b a c c o  co m p an ies .

A n a rc h y  h as its  h is to ry  in  F ra n ce , Italy , S p a in , R u ss ia  and  
th e  U .S ., an d  has its  th ic k e s t ro o ts  s te m m in g  fo rm  th e  e a r ly  19 th 
cen tu ry . “ A n a rc h ism  is re a lly  a sy n o n y m  fo r  so c ia lism . T h e  
a n a rc h is t is p r im a rily  a so c ia lis t  w h o se  a im  is to  ab o lish  the  
e x p lo ita tio n  o f  m an  b y  m a n ,”  w rite s  D an ie l G u e r in .1 A  fe llow  
n a m e d  A d o lf  F isc h e r  fu rth e r  c la r if ie d  th a t  “ ev e ry  a n a rc h is t is a 
so c ia lis t, b u t e v e ry  so c ia lis t  is n o t n e c e s sa rily  an  a n a rc h is t.” 
A n a rc h is ts  a re  m o s tly  sy m p a th e tic  to  th e  a im s  and  p o litic s  o f  
th e  so c ia lis ts , b u t th e y  a re  fru s tra te d  w ith  th e  lack  o f  im p ac t 
th a t so c ia lism  h as h ad  on  p o p u la r , p re v a le n t p o litic s . T h e  a n a r ­
ch is ts  do  n o t th in k  th a t th e y  k n o w  a m o re  im m e d ia te  an d  fo rc e ­
fu l ro u te  to  a so c ia lis t  u to p ia , b u t th e y  d o  h a v e  th e ir  o w n  ideas .

T h e y  b e lie v e  th a t th e  so c ia lis t  o rg a n iz a tio n s  a lre a d y  hav e  
b e e n  a c c o u n te d  fo r  in th e  d e s ig n  o f  c a p ita lis t  soc ie ty . Such  
g ro u p s  h av e  th e ir  r ig h ts  to  f ree  sp e ech  an d  a ssem b ly , u n le s s , 
o f  c o u rse , th ey  u se  th e se  r ig h ts  to  a c h ie v e  p o s itiv e  v is ib ility  
th ro u g h  th e  v isc o u s  o f  th e  m a in s tre a m  m ed ia . W e o f te n  see  
w h a t p ro v is io n s  th e  g o v e rn m e n t h as ly in g  in w a it fo r  o p p o ­
s itio n a l v o ices  th a t f in a lly  m ak e  th e m se lv e s  a u d ib le . W h e n ­
e v e r  w e  h e a r  th a t th ese  c o n s titu tio n a l r ig h ts  a re  b e in g  v io ­
la ted , w e  u su a lly  lea rn  th a t th e y  w ere  b e in g  u sed  to  a r t ic u ­
late  d issen t. P ro te s te rs  a re  sh o t a t, b e a te n , ja i le d  a n d  g assed , 
and  th e  m ed ia  h o ld s o u t m ic ro p h o n e s  a ll d a y  until th ey  sn a tch  
a q u o te  th a t can  be u se d  by the  p u b lic  to  ra tio n a liz e  th e  ab u ses 
o f  th e se  righ ts .

S o  a n a rc h is ts  sh a re  in th e  firm  b e l ie f  th a t g o v e rn m e n ts  
hav e  u n p u b lic ized , b u t w e ll- th o u g h t o u t an d  m ilita rily -b ack ed  
p la n s  fo r  w h o m e v e r  th e y  p e rc e iv e  as su b v e rs iv e . T h e re  is 
n o th in g  co n sp ira to r ia l ab o u t th is . A n y o n e  can  read  ab o u t 
th e  c o u n te r-in su rg e n c y  o r “ c ro w d  c o n tro l”  ta c tic s  o f  th e  m ili­
ta ry  an d  p o lic e , o r  P re s id e n t H o o v e r ’s C o u n te r  In te llig e n c e  
O p e ra tio n  (C O IN T E L ) d u rin g  th e  c iv il r ig h ts  m o v em en t, and  
o n e  can  still fin d  th e  o cca s io n a l co p y  o f  th e  o ld  U .S . S e n a te ’s 
D ire c to ry  o f  u n -A m e ric a n  A ctiv itie s— a m an u a l w h ic h  lis ts  
a lm o s t e v e ry  n o n -g o v e rn m e n ta l a g e n c y  o r  o rg a n iz a tio n  th a t 
fo c u se s  on  m in o rity  g ro u p s  o r so c ia l a n d  e c o n o m ic  ju s t ic e  
th a t h as n o t a lig n e d  i t s e l f  w ith  th e  la x a tiv e  p o litic s  o f  m a in ­
s tre a m  A m erica .

T h e  m o s t u n ify in g  o f  a ll a n a rc h is t b e lie fs  is th e  b e l ie f  
th a t  so c ia l, e c o n o m ic , a n d  p o li t ic a l  ju s t i c e  c a n  n e v e r  be  
a c h ie v e d  th ro u g h  re fo rm . R efo rm  m e a n s  a c tio n  ta k e n  to ­
w ard s  c h a n g in g  th e  p re v a le n t sy s tem  by  a d d in g  am e n d m e n ts  
to  its  law s, n ew  s tip u la tio n s  to  o ld  law s , an d  s u b t r a c t in g  
(n u llify in g )  law s th a t a re  no  lo n g e r  a p p lic a b le . R e fo rm  is 
th e  b e n d in g  o f  th e  s y s te m ’s ru le s— th e  sm o o th in g  o f  its  
ro u g h e r  ed g es . T h e  p o litic a l r ig h t, as w e ll as th e  p o litic a l 
le ft, is h a p p y  to  se ek  th e ir  o w n  k in d s  o f  re fo rm : th e  firs t 
se e k s  re fo rm  th ro u g h  N A F T A  an d  ta x a tio n , w h ile  th e  la tte r  
se ek s re fo rm  th ro u g h  a ff irm a tiv e  a c tio n  an d  ta x a tio n . A n a r­
c h ism  in  its  cu rre n t fo rm  is o n ly  ab o u t 160 y e a rs  o ld , m a in ly  
b e c a u se  it re s ts  o n  th e  a b so lu te  lack  o f  fa ith  in  re fo rm — a 
lack  o f  fa ith  w h ich  co u ld  o n ly  fo llow  6 ,0 0 0  y e a rs  o f  g o v e rn ­
m e n t ir re sp o n s iv e  to  th e  in te re s ts  a n d  w ill o f  th e  p eo p le . 
T oday, 2 0 0  m e n  o w n  80  p e rcen t o f  th e  w o r ld ’s w e a lth . T h is  
m ean s th a t th e  re m a in in g  20  p e rcen t is le f t to  be  “ sh a re d ” b y  
a p p ro x im a te ly  six  b ill io n  p eo p le . It is h a rd  to  im ag in e  th a t 
th is  is  th e  w ill o f  th e  p eo p le .

T h e  a n a rc h is t id ea  is n o t th a t g o v e rn m e n t c a n n o t w o rk  
u n d e r  a n y  co n d itio n s ; it is th e  id ea  th a t re fo rm in g  o p p re s ­
s iv e  an d  c o rru p tib le  g o v e rn m e n t in to  ju s t  an d  h o n e s t g o v ­
e rn m e n t c a n n o t w o rk . T h is  is a  co m m o n  m is ta k e  o f  m an y  
se lf- id e n tif ie d  a n a rc h is ts . A n a rc h y  is n o t re a c tin g  to  th e  id ea  
o f  g o v e rn m e n t, b u t to  a c tu a l  e x is tin g  g o v e rn m e n t. E rrico  
M a la te s ta  w ro te : “ T h o se  a n a rc h is ts  o p p o se d  to  o rg a n iz a tio n



m a k e  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l e r ro r  o f  b e lie v in g  th a t o rg a n iz a tio n  is 
im p o ss ib le  w ith o u t a u th o r ity .”2 It is tru e  th a t th e  fa th e rs  o f  
a n a rch y , M ic h ae l B a k u n in  an d  P ie rre -Jo se p h  P ro u d h o n , sp o k e  
ra b id ly  ab o u t g o v e rn m e n t. S o m e tim e s  th e y  d id  so  as i f  it w ere  
an  a b s tra c t id ea  to  be  o p p o se d . B u t o n e  m u st b e  cau tio u s : th e  
jo b  o f  th e  fa th e rs  o f  a n a rc h ism  w a s to  su b s ta n tia te  th e  id ea  th a t 
th e  acc e p te d  m o d el o f  a w a rrin g , c la s s -b a se d  g o v e rn m e n t c a n ­
n o t b e  tra n sfo rm e d  in to  an  e g a lita r ia n  p a ra d ise  th ro u g h  le g is la ­
tiv e  m e a su re s  o f  its o w n  d es ig n . It w as  an d  s till is th e  f irs t  step  
o f  a n a rc h y  to  d isc o n n e c t a ll a c tiv ity  a g a in s t o p p re ss iv e  in s titu ­
t io n s  fro m  th o se  in s titu tio n s  th e m se lv e s . G rah am  P u rc h ase , in 
h is b o o k  A n a rc h ism  an d  E co lo g y , p o in ts  o u t th a t th is  ro u te  is 
a lre a d y  q u ite  p o p u la r .3 T h e re  a re  m a n y  o rg a n iz a tio n s  th a t e x is t 
w ith o u t th e  fu n d in g  an d  e n d o rse m e n t o f  th e  s ta te  o r  fed era l 
g o v e rn m e n t. T h e re  a re  c o o p e ra tiv e  re c o rd  lab e ls , g ra ss -ro o ts  
fo o d  an d  c lo th in g  o u tre a c h  g ro u p s , in d e p e n d e n tly  o w n e d  and 
c u ltiv a te d  o rg an ic  g a rd e n s  an d  fa rm s , a lte rn a tiv e  n e w s  m ed ia  
free  o f  an y  a d v e r tis in g , an d  so m e  d e d ic a te d  g ro u p s  try in g  to  
h o u se  th e  h o m eless . W h ile  so m e  o f  th ese  g ro u p s  a p p ea l fo r 
g o v e rn m e n t fu n d in g , o th ers  en jo y  th e ir  s ta tu s as “ o th e r”—  co m ­
m u n ity  b a se d , c o m m u n ity  ru n , and  c o m m u n ity  su p p o rted .

A n a rc h ism , fro m  th e o ry  to  p ra c tic e , b e g in s  b y  fo rg in g  
fa m ilie s , g ro u p s , o rg a n iz a tio n s  an d  co -o p s , n o t ju s t  to  p ic k  up  
th e  g o v e rn m e n t’s s la ck , b u t to  p ro v id e  m o re  an d  m o re  o f  th e  
se rv ic e s  w e  no w  en joy . T h is  is w h a t P u rc h a se  re fe rs  to  a s  the  
w ay  to  d e -c e n tra liz e  pow er. T h e  d e -c e n tra liz a tio n  o f  p o w e r  is 
th e  n a tu ra l o u tc o m e  o f  d ise m p o w e rin g  an  o lig a rc h y  (th e  ru le  o f  
the  m an y  by  the  few ). To d ise m p o w e r  an  o lig a rch y , th e re  n eed s 
to  b e  th e  m ass r e c la im in g  o f  p u b lic  sp a c e  v ia  d ire c t a c tio n , the  
u ltim a te  u til iz a tio n  o f  o u r ow n  sp a c e s  th u s  fa r  u n -c o o p te d , and  
th e  m ass  p a tro n a g e  and  su p p o rt o f  e v e ry  n o n -g o v e rn m e n ta l/  
c o rp o ra te  o rg a n iz a tio n  th a t p ro v id e s  a  se rv ic e  a lte rn a tiv e . B u t 
th is  is  an  e x tre m e  o v e rs im p lif ic a tio n  in te n d e d  to  sp a rk  so m e 
th o u g h t. T h e re  h av e  a c tu a lly  been  a g o o d  n u m b e r  o f  a n a rc h is t 
c o m m u n itie s  a n d  k ib itz e s  th ro u g h o u t h is to ry  w h ic h  h av e  b een  
fo u n d e d  an d  ru n  a c c o rd in g  to  th e se  
p r in c ip le s . T h e  m a in  p ro b le m  w ith  
ta k in g  th is  ro u te  is th a t m o st o f  th e  
w o u ld -b e  ‘u n c h a r te d  t e r r i to r y ’ h as 
b e e n  p r e t t y  w e l l  c u t  u p  a n d  
p ro p r ie t iz e d  a lready .

T h e  a n a rc h is t v iew  th a t re fo rm  
do es n o t y ie ld  rad ica l ch an g e  is a v iew  
th a t fo llo w s  lo g ic a lly  fro m  w itn e s s ­
ing  th o u sa n d s  o f  y e a rs  o f  le f tis t re ­
fo rm ers e n tren ch in g  th em se lv e s  in the  
s y s te m  o n ly  to  p r o d u c e  c o s m e t ic  
ch an g e . B y  “c o sm e tic  c h a n g e ” I m ean  th a t ce rta in  th in g s  a re  
c h a n g e d  fo r  th e  b e tte r, b u t on ly  on th e  su rface . T h a t is n o t a t all 
to  say  th a t the  leg a liza tio n  o f  ab o rtio n , th e  lib e rty  to  g ro w  h em p, 
an d  a  le ss  c o m b a tiv e  s ta n c e  to w a rd s  o th e r  n a tio n s  a re /w o u ld  
b e  m e re ly  su p e rfic ia l. W h a t it m ean s  to  ca ll th ese  ch an g es  “c o s ­
m e tic ”  is  to  a c k n o w le d g e  th a t th e y  a re  e x a m p le s  o f  p ro g re ss  
w h ic h  leav e  th e ir  m a in  ca u se s  u n to u c h e d . “ U n re fo rm e d ” g o es  
th e  b a s ic  c a p ita lis t  a llo w a n c e  to  m ak e  m o re  m o n e y  as in d iv id u ­
a ls  an d  a n a tio n  th an  can  e v e r  b e  sp e n t o n  su p e rf lu o u s  co m fo rt. 
T h e  fac t th a t  w e  liv e  in an in d u s tr ia l n a tio n  w h e re  b a s ic  h u m an  
n e e d s  a re  o ff- lim its  to  all bu t th e  h ig h e s t b id d e rs  is a c c e p te d  as 
a fa c t o f  o u r ex is te n c e . A n a rc h is ts  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t th e  il le g a l­
ity  o f  a b o r tio n , th e  w a r  on  d ru g s , an d  w a rs  o f  a ll k in d s  e x is t fo r 
th e  m a in te n a n c e  an d  p e rp e tu a tio n  o f  o lig a rc h ic  soc ie ty . L e g is ­

la tio n  re g a rd in g  th e m  is e ffe c tu a l, b u t n e v e r  s tr ik e s  a t th e  ro o t 
o f  th e  p ro b le m s m o st p e o p le  en d u re . T h is  ro o t, o l ig a rc h y  it­
se lf , re m a in s  th e  u n sh a k e n  b e d ro c k  o f  o u r  soc ie ty . A ffirm a tiv e  
a c tio n , fo r  ex a m p le , is an  e ffe c tiv e  so c ia l p ro g ra m  th a t w e m u st 
d e fe n d  fro m  th e  r ig h t-w in g  e ffo r ts  to  a b o lish  it. H o w e v e r , the  
v e ry  e x is te n c e  o f  a ff irm a tiv e  a c tio n  te s tif ie s  to  th e  fac t th a t ra ­
c ia l in e q u ity  is th e  d e fa u lt  o f  soc ie ty . T h is  is w h a t th e  a n a r­
c h is ts  m ean  b y  “ c o sm e tic .”  R u sh  L im b a u g h  an d  fr ie n d s  see  
a ffirm a tiv e  a c tio n  as u n n e c e ssa ry  b e cau se  th e y  b e lie v e  th a t ra c ­
ism  h as  lo n g  b een  a b o lish e d , an d  m an y  m o re  “ l ib e ra l” A m e r i­
c an s  c o n te n t th e m se lv e s  w ith  th e  m erit o f  o u r  h u m a n ita r ia n  so ­
c ie ty  w h ic h  h as th e  h e a r t  to  e s ta b lish  a ff irm a tiv e  a c tio n — b u t 
th e  a n a rc h is t v ie w  is th a t rac ia l in ju s tic e  c a n n o t be  e q u a liz e d  
th ro u g h  a d d itio n s  an d  su b tra c tio n s  to  an h is to r ic a lly  an d  in s ti­
tu tio n a lly  ra c is t n a tio n . N o am  C h o m sk y , o n e  o f  o u r  m o re  c a u ­
tio u s an arch is ts— alth o u g h  p e rh ap s  th e  g rea te s t an a rch is t th inker 
to d a y — d e sc rib e s  a n a rc h y  in h is  b o o k  C la ss  W arfare . R e c a ll­
in g  th e  id eas  o f  Jo h n  D ew ey , C h o m sk y  w rite s : “ P o litic s  is the  
sh a d o w  th a t b ig  b u s in e ss  c a s ts  o v e r  s o c ie ty .. .  a tte n u a tin g  the  
sh a d o w  d o e s n ’t d o  m u ch . R e fo rm s a re  s till g o in g  to  leav e  it 
ty ra n n ic a l . . .  y o u  c a n ’t ev en  ta lk  ab o u t d e m o c ra c y  un til y o u  
h av e  d e m o c ra tic  co n tro l o f  in d u stry , c o m m e rc e , b a n k in g , e v ­
e ry th in g . T h a t m ean s  co n tro l b y  th e  p e o p le  w h o  w o rk  in the  
in s titu tio n s , an d  th e  c o m m u n itie s .”4

S o , th e  f irs t  m o v e  to w a rd s  a n a rc h y  is to  r e je c t th e  c o n c e s ­
s io n s  th a t h av e  b een  sa fe ly  re se rv e d  fo r d iss id e n ts , an d  to  ac t 
in a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  th e o ry  th a t rea l g o v e rn m e n t m u s t be 
b u ilt, no t o u t o f  th e  tire d  b o d y  o f  o u r o ld  o p p re ss iv e  s ta lw art, 
b u t o u t o f  o u rse lv e s . It re q u ire s  c re a tiv ity , o rg a n iz a tio n , and  
th e  m a x im iz a tio n  o f  ta c tic s  a lre a d y  w id e ly  im p le m e n te d  a t th e  
g ra ss ro o ts  lev e l. A n a rc h y  is n o t u to p ia n , as m a n y  o f  th e  m o re  
fa ith fu l b a llo t-e n th u s ia s ts  m ig h t b e liev e . A n arch ism  is r ife  w ith  
p ra c tic a l id eas  fo r  h o w  to  g o v e rn  in  n ew  w ay s. In S ea ttle , the  
p ro te s te rs  d e c id e d  m an y  o f  th e ir  la rg e -sc a le  a c tio n s  b y  e m p lo y ­
in g  an  o ld  a n a rc h is t m e th o d  o f  c o n se n su s . C o n se n su s  is a  d e ­

c e n tra liz e d  d e c is io n -m a k in g  p ro c e ss  
w h e re  o n ly  th o se  p e o p le  w h o  p a r t ic i­
p a te  in th e  co n se n su s  a re  b e h o ld e n  to 
ta k e  p a r t in th e  a c tio n  u n d e r  th e  ru le s  
e le c te d  fo r  its  g o v e rn a n c e . N o t su r­
p ris in g ly , th e  ch a n t a ro u n d  th ese  “c o n ­
se n su s -c h o o s in g ” e le c tio n s  w ak; “ T h is  
is w h a t D e m o c ra c y  lo o k s lik e ! !”

E m m a G o ld m an  o n c e  w ro te : “ A 
p ra c tic a l sc h em e , say s O sc a r  W ilde , is 
e ith e r  o n e  a lre a d y  in e x is te n c e , o r  a 
sc h e m e  th a t co u ld  be  ca rr ie d  o u t u n ­

d e r  th e  e x is tin g  co n d itio n s ; b u t it is e x a c tly  th e  e x is tin g  c o n d i­
tio n s  th a t o n e  o b je c ts  to . A n d  an y  sc h em e  th a t co u ld  a c c e p t 
th e se  c o n d itio n s  is w ro n g  an d  fo o lish . T h e  tru e  c r ite r io n  o f  the  
p ra c tic a l, th e re fo re , is n o t w h e th e r  th e  la tte r  can  k eep  in tac t the  
w ro n g  a n d  fo o lish ; ra th e r  is it w h e th e r  th e  sc h em e  h as th e  v i­
ta lity  e n o u g h  to  leav e  th e  s ta g n a n t w a te rs  o f  th e  o ld , and  bu ild , 
as w e ll a s  su s ta in , n e w  life .” 5 

1 D an ie l G u erin : A n a rc h ism , N e w  Y ork, 1970
2 A n a rc h y , L o n d o n , 1942
3 N e w  Y ork , 1997.
4 M a in e , 1996.
5 A n a rc h ism  an d  O th e r  E ssa y s , N e w  Y ork , 1969.



M a n y  p e o p le  f i n d  d e m o c ra t ic  d e c is io n -m a k in g  to  
b e  u n f a i r  b e c a u s e  i t  a l lo w s  a  m a jo r ity  to  d e te rm in e  o u t­
c o m e s  a n d  m a k e  d e c is io n s  d e s p ite  th e  c o n c e rn s  o f  m i­
n o r itie s . C o n se n su s  is  a n  a l t e r n a te  p r o c e s s  o f  d e c is io n ­
m a k in g  in  w h ich  p r o g re s s  is  n o t  m a d e  u n ti l  a l l  m em ­
b e rs , in c lu d in g  m in o ritie s , a g r e e  to  m o v e  o n — ev en  i f  it 
m e a n s  a g r e e in g  to  d is a g re e . T his d e c is io n -m a k in g  p r o ­
c e s s  is  o ften  u s e d  by  c o lle c tiv e ly - ru n  b u s in e s se s  a n d  
o r g a n iz a t io n s  th a t  h a v e  a  n o n - h ie r a r c h ic a l  s t r u c tu r e  
w h e re  a l l  m e m b e rs  h a v e  e q u a l  v o tin g  p o w e r  a n d  w h ere  
th e re  is n o  “b o ss  "  o r  "p r e s id e n t . ” F o llo w in g  a r e  so m e  
o f  A n d r e w ’s  su g g e s tio n s  a n d  o b se rv a tio n s .

N e a r ly  e v e ry o n e  w h o  has e v e r  b een  in v o lv ed  in c o n ­
se n su s  d e c is io n -m a k in g  h as se en  it h a p p e n  a t lea s t once : 
T h e re  is  a p ro p o sa l u n d e r  co n s id e ra tio n  th a t e n jo y s  w id e ­
sp re a d , p e rh a p s  n e a r ly  u n iv e rsa l, su p p o rt, b u t in th e  end 
it is b lo c k e d  by  o n e  o r  m o re  m e m b e rs  fo r re a so n s  u n c le a r  
o r  se e m in g ly  u n re a so n a b le . S u c h  fa iled  a tte m p ts  a t c o n ­
se n su s  o ften  en d  in fru s tra tio n , an d  p a rtic ip a n ts  m ay  w o n ­
d e r  w h a t is so d em o cra tic  ab o u t a  p ro c e ss  in w h ich  a sm all 
m in o rity  can  o v e rrid e  th e  m a jo r ity  an d  m a in ta in  a s ta tu s  
quo .

T h e re  is c e r ta in ly  no c o n se n su s  fo r d o in g  n o th in g  in 
su c h  s itu a tio n s , and  p erh ap s  a m a jo rity  o f  the  g ro u p  w ould  
b lo c k  a  p ro p o sa l to  do  n o th in g . In  su c h  c a se s , it is n e c e s ­
sa ry  to  lo o k  b e n e a th  th e  o b v io u s  su rfa c e  issu e  to  fin d  o u t 
i f  so m e th in g  e lse  is re a lly  c a u s in g  th e  re s is ta n c e .

A t tim e s , it w ill a p p e a r  th a t th e re  is a sh o rtc u t, and  
c o n se n su s  w ill be ram m ed  th ro u g h  b e c a u se  th e  o p p o s i­
t io n  s im p ly  g iv e s  up  to  av o id  a n o th e r  lo n g , ag o n iz in g  
m e e tin g . W h ile  th is  m ay  so lv e  th e  p ro b le m  in th e  sh o rt 
ru n , it m a k e s  fu tu re  c o n se n su s  m o re  d if f ic u lt, as tru s t is 
re p la c e d  b y  an ta g o n ism .

S o  h o w  can  a  g ro u p  g e t a t th e  is su e s  b e h in d  th e  is ­
su e s?  I f  a ll p a th s  fo rw ard  a p p e a r  to  b e  b lo c k e d , it is  lim e  
to  s ta r t lo o k in g  fo r  ro u n d a b o u t w a y s  o f  re a c h in g  th e  g o a l, 
b a c k tra c k in g  to  fin d  o u t w h e re  th e  w ro n g  tu rn  w as  m ade.

T h ese  s te p s  o ffe r  a m ap  o f  a lte rn a te  ro u tes: E ach step  
o ffe rs  a  fo rk  in th e  ro a d , w ith  o n e  w ay  le a d in g  to  r e so lu ­
tio n  and  th e  o th e r  le a d in g  to  an  ev e n tu a l d ead  end . So i f  
th e  g ro u p  is u n ab le  to  re a c h  c o n se n su s , it can  go  back  
o n e  s te p  a t a  tim e  un til it f in d s  a g reem en t.

O n ce  a g re e m e n t is  fo u n d , e v e n  i f  it is on th e  bas ic  
lev e l o f  a c k n o w le d g in g  th a t th e re  is a p ro b le m  th a t the  
p ro p o sa l a im s  to  so lv e , th e  g ro u p  m ay  p ro c e e d  a lo n g  a 
d if fe re n t ro ad  to  a g re e m e n t. T h ese  s te p s  a re  so m e w h a t 
f le x ib le , and  d if fe re n t in  e v e ry  c a se , b u t h e re  is an  o u t­
lin e  o f  on e  p o ss ib le  p ro c e ss :

1. D e te rm in e  th a t th e re  a re  c o n c e rn s  th a t need  to  be  
ad d re sse d .
2. D e c id e  th a t th o se  co n c e rn s  sh o u ld  be  ad d re sse d  c o l­
le c tiv e ly  b y  th e  g ro u p .
3. D ec id e  how  th e se  c o n c e rn s  sh o u ld  be  a d d ressed .
4 . B u ild  a  sh a re d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t 
th e  co n ce rn s .
5. A g re e  upo n  a d e f in itio n  o f  th e  p ro b le m  an d  a n y  v i­
s io n s  o f  ho w  to  o v e rc o m e  it.
6. A g re e  u p o n  a sp e c ific  s tra te g y  fo r  so lv in g  th e  p ro b ­
lem .

7. A g re e  u p o n  h o w  th a t s tra te g y  w ill be  im p lem en ted .
M o st o ften , p e o p le  ju m p  r ig h t to  th e  las t tw o  lev e ls , 

an d  ig n o re  th e  e a r lie r  fo u n d a tio n a l s te p s. T h is  is u su a lly  
fin e , an d  it w o u ld  do  m o re  h a rm  th an  g o o d  to  s ta r t ev e ry  
a tte m p t a t m a k in g  a  d e c is io n  w ith  a d isc u ss io n  o f  w h e th e r  
th e re  a re  in fac t c o n c e rn s  an d  w h e th e r  th e  g ro u p  sh o u ld  be 
w o rk in g  to g e th e r  to  a d d re ss  th e m . H o w ev er, th e re  a re  o c ­
ca s io n a l s itu a tio n s  in w h ich  th is  is n o t c le a r ly  the  case , 
an d  th e  fa c ilita to r  sh o u ld  be  ab le  to re c o g n iz e  th is  and  back  
th e  p ro c e ss  do w n  to  th e  a p p ro p ria te  lev e l, ra th e r  th a n  ju s t  
a s su m in g  th a t a g re e m e n t e x is ts  w h e re  th e re  is n o n e  and  
p u sh in g  b lin d ly  o n w ard

To fu rth e r  il lu s tra te  th e se  s te p s , it  is  b es t to  ta k e  the  
e x a m p le  o f  a d e c is io n  th a t f re q u e n tly  tie s  th e  c o lle c tiv e  
p ro c e ss  in k n o ts— a sk in g  so m e o n e  to  leav e . F ro m  th e  in i­
tia l b lo ck , w e  can  w o rk  b a c k w a rd  th ro u g h  th e  q u e s tio n s  
th a t m u s t b e  an sw e re d , c o n sc io u s ly  o r  u n c o n sc io u sly , to  
re a c h  co n sen su s .

S ay  th e  g ro u p ’s tre a su re r  h a s  fa iled  to  p a y  th e  e lec tr ic  
b ill, r e su ltin g  in th e  p o w e r  b e in g  sh u t o f f  th e  n ig h t o f  th e  
an n u a l b e n e f it  show . T h is  is n o t th e  firs t tim e  th is  so r t o f  
th in g  h a s  h a p p e n e d  on  h e r  w a tc h , an d  m a n y  m e m b e rs  o f  
th e  g ro u p  feel th a t sh e  is u n re lia b le  an d  sh o u ld  be  sh o w n  
th e  door. H o w ev er, sh e  is o th e rw ise  a  so lid  g ro u p  m e m b e r  
w ith  v a lu a b le  sk ills  an d  a  g o o d  p e rso n a lity . A s a  re su lt, 
th e re  is a sm a ll b lo c  th a t is a d a m a n tly  o p p o se d  to  s im p ly  
f ir in g  h er, an d  th e  e x p u ls io n  p ro p o sa l is  e f fe c tiv e ly  d ead  
in th e  w a te r , d e sp ite  a so lid  m a jo r ity  n o  lo n g e r w a n tin g  
h e r  in  th e  co lle c tiv e .

S o  w h a t is th e  q u e s tio n  th a t n e e d s  to  be  a n sw e re d  b e ­
fo re  c o n se n su s  can  o ccu r?
• T h e  h a n g -u p  m ay  be  a t step  sev en , in w h ich  case  there  
is n o t d isa g re e m e n t th a t th e  tre a su re r  n e e d s  to  leav e , b u t 
th e re  is d isa g re e m e n t o v e r  w h e th e r  to  p h a se  o u t o r g iv e  
th e  b o o t. S o m e o n e  m ay  be  b lo c k in g  b e c a u se  th e  p ro p o sa l 
is fo r  im m e d ia te  e x p u ls io n , w ith  no  t im e  fo r  tra n s fe r  o f  
re sp o n s ib ilitie s .
• O ften  s te p  s ix  is th e  p ro b le m , as th e re  is a  lack  o f  
co n se n su s  on  w h e th e r  th e  p ro p o sa l a t h a n d  is a p p ro p ria te  
a t a ll. S o m e  m em b ers  m ay  fee l th a t  e x p u ls io n  is n o t n e c e s ­
sa ry , o r  c ru e l an d  u n u su a l p u n ish m e n t d u e  to  sp e c ia l c ir ­
cu m s ta n c e s .
• A t s te p  f iv e , th e  g ro u p  w o u ld  f irs t  n e e d  to  a g re e  th a t 
th e  p ro b le m  ev en  h as  a n y th in g  to  d o  w ith  th e  t r e a s u r e r ’s 
c o m p e te n c e  o r  re lia b ility . It c o u ld  b e  th a t th e re  s im p ly  
w a s n ’t m o n e y  to  p a y  th e  b ills  (b e in g  th e  w e e k  b e fo re  th e  
a n n u a l fu n d ra is e r  an d  a ll) , an d  sh e  c a lle d  th e  u ti li ty  c o m ­
p a n y  to  le t th em  k n o w  th e  s i tu a tio n . O r  p e rh a p s  th e re  is a 
p ro b le m  w ith  th e  jo b  d e s c r ip tio n , o r  a  m isc o m m u n ic a -  
tio n . I f  th e  g ro u p  d o e s  e s ta b lish  fa u lt, it s till n eed s  to  ag re e  
u p o n  a n d  fo llo w  d u e  p ro c e s s  a n d  a p ro c e d u re  fo r  a sk in g  
a  m e m b e r  to  leav e . I f  th e y  d o n 't  h a v e  th is , th e y  w ill  h a v e  
to  c re a te  it, w h ic h  c o u ld  in v o lv e  its  o w n  se rie s  o f  m e e t­
in g s.
• A ssu m in g  th a t th is  p ro c e d u re  is in p la c e , th e  g ro u p  
co u ld  m o v e  b ack  to  s te p  fo u r, d e te rm in in g  w h a t in fo rm a ­
tio n  is n eed ed . It m ay  be  th a t th e  o p p o n e n ts  o f  e x p u ls io n  
d o n ’t  k n o w  a b o u t th e  p re v io u s  fa ilu re s  to  p ay  th e  b ills . O r 
p e rh a p s  th e  p ro p o n e n ts  d o n 't  k n o w  th a t th e  p ro b le m  is a c ­
tu a lly  a lack  o f  fu n d s , an d  th e  tre a su re r  is a c tu a lly  d o in g  a 
b a n g -u p  jo b  o f  k e e p in g  th e  c re d ito rs  a t b a y  u n til th e  ben



e fit ca sh  ro lls  in . It is im p o rta n t a t th is  s te p  to  m ak e  su re  
th a t e v e ry o n e  is o n  th e  sa m e  p a g e  ab o u t th e  s itu a tio n  a t 
h an d , an d  a lso  a b o u t a ll o f  th e  o p tio n s  a v a ila b le . F o r e x ­
am p le , n e w e r  m e m b e rs  m ay  n o t b e  a w a re  o f  a  ra re ly -  
u se d  c o n f lic t re so lu tio n  p ro cess .
• O n c e  it is  d e te rm in e d  th a t e v e ry o n e  h a s  a ll o f  the  
re le v a n t in fo rm a tio n , b u t th e re  is still a  d isa g re e m e n t, 
th e  th ird  step  lo o k s a t w h e th e r  th e  g ro u p  is h a n d lin g  the  
s itu a tio n  a p p ro p ria te ly . It m ig h t be b e tte r  to  a tte m p t to  
h a n d le  th e  s itu a tio n  in a c o m m itte e  d e a lin g  w ith  f in a n ­
c ia l o r  p e rso n n e l issu es , o r  p o ss ib ly  in a n  ad -h o c  c o n ­
flic t re so lu tio n  fo ru m . In th is  ca se , th e  g ro u p  co u ld  p o s t­
p o n e  d e c is io n  u n til o th er, less d ra s tic  a v e n u e s  h av e  b een  
p u rsu ed .
• S tep  tw o  ask s w h e th e r  p erh ap s  th is is n o t ev en  so m e­
th in g  fo r  th e  g ro u p  as a w h o le  to  d e c id e , p e rio d . U n less  
o u r tre a su re r  a lso  h as b een  c a u s in g  p ro b le m s in o th e r  
a re a s  o f  th e  g ro u p ’s fu n c tio n , it co u ld  h a v e  b een  b e tte r  
to  s im p ly  le a v e  th is  to  th e  fin an c ia l c o m m itte e , ra th e r  
th an  d ra g g in g  th e  w h o le  c o lle c tiv e  th ro u g h  a d iv is iv e  
an d  s tre s sfu l p ro cess .
• T h e  f irs t , an d  d e e p e s t, s tep  a sk s  w h e th e r  it w a s  re ­
a lly  th a t  b ig  o f  a p ro b le m ?  M a y b e  it  w a s  a  h u g e  p a in  in 
th e  a s s  to  s c ra m b le  fo r  a  b u n c h  o f  c a n d le s  an d  e x te n ­
s io n  c o rd s  to  ru n  th e  so u n d  sy s te m . B u t o n  th e  o th e r  
h a n d , it m a d e  c le a r  th e  n e e d  fo r  th e  fu n d ra is e r , a n d  p o s ­
s ib ly  in c re a se d  th e  a m o u n t o f  d o n a tio n s , w h ile  a d d in g  
a c a m p y  a p p e a l to  th e  ev e n in g .

A t e v e ry  s te p , it is b e n e fic ia l to  h av e  an  u n d e rs ta n d ­
ing  o f  w h a t is  b e in g  d ec id ed . I f  o n e  p e rso n  is sa y in g  th a t

th e  p ro b le m  is a f la k y  treasu re r , an d  a n o th e r  re p lie s  by  
b la m in g  th e  fu n d ra is in g  c o m m itte e  fo r  c a u s in g  th e  s i tu ­
a tio n  b y  re sc h e d u lin g  th e  b e n e f it  fo r  a  m o n th  la te r, and  
a n o th e r  re m a rk s  th a t it i s n ’t fa ir  to  fire  so m e o n e  w ith o u t 
a p ro b a tio n a ry  p e r io d , and  a  fo u rth  ju s t  th in k s  it w as  a 
c o o l c a n d le lig h t c o n c e r t, th e  g ro u p  is a lm o s t g u a ra n te e d  
a c h a o tic  an d  u ltim a te ly  u n re so lv e d  d isc u ss io n .

O b v io u s ly , to  fu lly  d isc u ss  a ll se v en  le v e ls  w o u ld  
ta k e  e n d le s s  m e e tin g s , b u t h o p e fu lly  it w ill be  p o ss ib le  
to  w o rk  b a c k  th ro u g h  th em  un til th e  rea l p ro b le m  sh o w s 
itse lf . T h en  th e  d e b a te  can  b eg in  in ea rn es t.

B y  c a llin g  a tte n tio n  to  e ach  o f  th e se  lev e ls  w h en  
a p p ro p ria te , w e  m ay  m ak e  g re a t p ro g re ss  to w a rd  re so lv ­
ing o u r  d if fe re n c e s , ra th e r  th an  ju s t  c o v e r in g  th em  over. 
I f  a  p ro c e ss  is  tru ly  in c lu s iv e , c o n s tru c tiv e  an d  w ell in ­
fo rm e d , th en  a g o o d  d e c is io n  w ill g e n e ra lly  be  m a d e  
an d  m o st p e o p le  w ill re c o g n iz e  th is . T h e y  w ill a lso  be  
m o re  c o m fo rta b le  w ith  th e  p ro c e ss  itse lf , w h ic h  w ill in 
tu rn  le ssen  th e  lik e lih o o d  o f  th e ir  b lo c k in g  c o n se n su s .

I f  y o u  do  n o t ta k e  tim e  to  f in d  o u t w h a t q u e s tio n  is 
re a lly  lack in g  an an sw er, c o n se n su s  w ill fee l m o re  less 
like  se a rc h in g  fo r so m e th in g  v a lu ab le , an d  like fu m b lin g  
a ro u n d  in th e  d a rk  lo o k in g  fo r  a w ay  ou t. B ut th e se  s te p s 
w ill p ro v id e  a n o th e r  to o l th a t can  m a k e  th e  d if fe re n c e  
b e tw e e n  c o n se n su s  an d  s ta le m a te .

T h e n , in s te a d  o f  a  p ro c e ss  th a t can  be  re d u c e d  to 
w a itin g  u n til o n e  s id e  g iv e s  in  o u t o f  sh e e r  im p a tie n c e  
an d  fru s tra tio n , w e  can  tak e  a n o th e r  s te p  a w a y  fro m  the  
d iv is iv e  p itfa lls  o f  m a jo r ity  ru le  an d  to w a rd s  th e  fu ll p o ­
te n tia l o f  c o n se n su s . 
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T h e  W o r l d
The world is an intricate system, an incredible balancing act o f 

scientific amazement. It is a living environment o f such complexities, 
o f life forms living off o f each other, an incredible relationship. Each 
and every part relies on the existence o f the other parts. It is a com­
plex organization o f animals (human and non-human) and the envi­
ronment we live in. But the environment we live in is being destroyed. 
Its forests are being cut down, trees are being turned into toilet paper 
and the land is being cleared for cattle and highways. Animals are 
killed and turned into food, clothing, and medicine. The seas are 
flooded with oil, and the air is pumped with gasses. It has been like 
this for hundreds and hundreds o f years. And it continues at an alarm­
ing rate because o f further human development. But even our (hu­
man) quality o f life isn’t prosperous. Human development is full-time 
jobs, traffic jams, fast-food, war, and parking lots. So why are the 
world’s resources being drained, the environment polluted, the ani­
mals killed, and the humans reduced to wage-slavery? To maintain a 
system o f power: the economic system.

e c o n o m i c s
Economics is the system that defines how goods and services 

are distributed.1 To decide on how the goods and services will be 
distributed is actually to decide that some will receive and some won’t. 
It is the law that justifies rationing goods and services (even the most 
very basic necessities) to coerce people into doing certain tasks (work). 
This is justified by the assumption that there is a ‘scarcity of resources.’ 
‘Scarcity o f resources’ is the idea that there isn’t enough food, water, 
land, etc. for everyone and that it must be regulated. But the problem 
with that theory is that there isn’t a scarcity o f resources. There is 
enough for all and starvation, poverty, and disease only exist because 
the economic system supports the inequality o f the resources, over­
consumption by those in power (those who control the means o f pro­
duction) at the expense o f those who in turn lack the resources. This is 
a balance beam that has been way off balance ever since economics 
began and will always be off balance as long as economics exists.

Economics also is the justification for using threats o f starva­
tion, homelessness, disease, imprisonment, and murder as a tactic to 
achieve goals.2

Economics is the idea that the world is owned. And without work, 
even if  that work is completely unnecessary, you have no right to 
enjoy the world, no right to even the most basic necessities o f life. 
Economics is the law that turns every human into a worker and every­
thing else into products: a world o f commodities.

T h e  B a n k
The bank is the heart o f the economy. Without the measurement 

o f the goods and services, we can’t buy, sell or trade. The bank is 
where these measurements and calculations take place and where the 
balancing act occurs. It’s where the system o f inequality is validated. 
It’s the institution that justifies evicting people from their homes and 
throwing them out on the streets. It’s the institution that justifies pick­
ing people off the streets and locking them in prisons. The bank is the 
belly o f  the beast, the tangible monument o f the economy. It is the 
enemy o f all who seek total liberation from wage slavery, environ­
mental destruction, inequality (on any scale), and animal liberation. It 
is the enemy o f all who seek human, animal, and earth liberation from 
the systems o f domination.

F r e e  T r a d e  v s .  F a i r  T r a d e
We are not here to argue ‘fair trade’ over ‘free trade’!3 ‘Free 

Trade’ is how one group o f people (in this case, corporations) gain 
advantage over others (in this case, the people o f the Third-World). 
‘Fair Trade’ is an accommodationist attempt at making an evenly bal-



an ced  lis t o f  ex ch an g e s, w h ich  still leads to  firs t-w o rld  do m in a tio n .
It is m o st im p o rtan t to  rea lize  th a t th e  a rg u m en t o v e r  trad e  is 

m ere ly  a m a tte r  o f  to  w h at d eg ree  th e  w o rld  is ex p lo ited ; to  w h a t 
d eg ree  th e  en v iro n m en t w ill be  ex tra c te d  fro m , to  w h a t d eg ree  th e   
p eo p le  w ill be fo rced  to  slav e , to  w h a t d eg ree  th e  an im als  w ill be 
k illed . It is an  a rg u m en t o v e r w h o  w ill co n tro l an d  ra tion  o u t th e   
reso u rces . T h e  an a rch is t p o in t o f  v ie w  is th a t th e  w o rld  w o u ld  be 
b e tte r  o f f  i f  th e  ra in fo res t w a s n ’t  u se d  as a  p a p e r  facto ry , but 
re sp ec te d  and  trea ted  as a  liv ing  en v iro n m en t. W e d o n ’t  see the  
rivers , lakes, seas, and  land  as a d u m p in g  g ro u n d , bu t as essen tia l 
pa rts  o f  an  eco sy stem . W e d o n ’t  see  th e  a ir  w e  b rea th e  as a b a llo o n  
to  fill sm o k e  w ith , b u t as so m e th in g  th a t su s ta in s all life. W e d o n ’t 
see  p eo p le  as s im p ly  w o rk e rs  bu t, like  us, essen tia l an d  ind iv id u a l 
m em b ers  o f  o u r co m p lex  com m unity . W e ex is t o n ly  b ecau se  o u r e n ­
v iro n m e n t an d  o u r co m m u n ity  a llo w  us to . A n d  w e  m u st trea t the  
w o rld  as such . T h e  real issu e  a t han d  is ‘t r a d e ’ itself.

T r a d e

T rad e  is th e  idea  th a t y o u r  bas ic  n eed s a re  n o t n ecessa rily  g o in g  
to  be  m et, u n le ss  y o u  m an ip u la te  y o u r  reso u rces , n e ig h b o rs, an d  the  
en v iro n m en t. T rade  is th e  idea  that y o u r  basic  h u m an ity  is n o t enough , 
th a t y o u r  ex is te n ce  is n o t en o u g h  reason  fo r y o u  to  c o n tin u e  to live. 
O n ly  y o u r  ab ility  to  w o rk  is v a lued . A n d  th a t labor, th e  g o o d s and 
se rv ices  y o u  p ro d u ce , are  w h a t ea rn s y o u  th e  r ig h t to eat, sleep , 
stay  w arm , an d  co n tin u e  to  live. Y ou are  n o t an  e ssen tia l part 
o f  an y th in g , y o u r  lab o r is. Y ou are  eas ily  re p laceab le  b e ­
cau se  y o u r  lab o r is w h a t’s v a lu ed  an d  n eed ed , no t  
you.

T rad e  i tse lf  is th e  barrier, a b a rrie r  to 
free d o m , tru st, co m m u n ity , and  q u a l­
ity  o f  life.

P r o p e r t y

To argue  ‘tra d e ’ is 
to assu m e th a t p roperty  
r ig h ts  a re  le g itim a te .
T h e re fo re  to  u n d e rs ta n d  
‘t ra d e ,’ w e  m u st firs t u n ­
d e rs ta n d  ‘p ro p e r ty ,’ b e ­
cause  w h a t are  y o u  trad ­
in g  an y w ay ?

P ro p e rty  is the 
idea  that the w orld  
c a n  b e  o w n e d ,  
t h a t  it c a n  b e  
s p l i t  % in to  
p ieces and  d i­
v id e d  u p .
P ro p e r ty  is 
th e  p r iv a te  
o w n e r s h ip  . 
o f  th e  
w o r ld ’s re- 
s o u r c e s  
( th e  g o o d s  
a n d  s e r ­
v ic e s ) .  A s  
‘ f a i r  t r a d ­
e r s ’ c o m ­
p la in  that the 
w o r ld  is  n o t  
b e in g  d iv id e d  
‘fa irly ,’ an arch is ts  ar-



g u e  th a t d iv id in g  th e  w o rld  is n o t ju s t  u n fa ir  b u t m o re  im portan tly , 
undesirab le .

D iv id in g  up the  w o rld  in to  p ieces ca lled  ‘p ro p e rty ’ a u to m a ti­
ca lly  in s titu tes  a law  o f  c o m p e titio n  a n d  no m a tte r  ho w  ‘fa i r ’ you  
d iv id e  it, as long  as it rem a in s  as ‘p ro p e r ty ’ it w ill a lw ay s be  fo u g h t 
over. T h e  o w n ersh ip  o f  p ro p e rty  m ean s  the  lim it o f  its u se fu ln ess 
cau s in g  reac tio n a ry  v io len ce  th a t a ttem p ts  to  rec la im  th e  o b v io u s 
u se fu ln ess  th a t it can  se rv e  i f  it-is u n o w n ed  an d  se rv es th e  n eed s o f  
th e  co m m unity .

T h e  o w n ersh ip  o f  p ro p e rty  m akes co o p era tio n  im possib le , and 
in stead  m an d a tes re ly in g  on  a  co m p e titiv e , ‘ev e ry o n e  fo r th e m ­
se lv e s ,’ m enta lity . Q u a lity  o f  life  b eco m es an  issue  o f  ind iv id u a l 
s tru g g les o f  ram p an tly  acq u ir in g  as m a n y  g o o d s an d  se rv ices  as 
p o ss ib le  b ecau se  o w n ersh ip  o f  p ro p e rty  d ra s tica lly  d ec reases  the 
u se fu ln ess o f  g o o d s an d  se rv ices leav in g  each  ind iv idual w ith  no th ­
ing  b u t the  sum  o f  th in g s  th a t th ey  ow n . Y ou o n ly  hav e  acce ss to 
w h a t is y o u rs . Y ou d o n ’t hav e  a cce ss  to  y o u r  n e ig h b o rs ’ car. So the 
o n ly  w ay  p o ss ib le  to ra ise  y o u r  q u a lity  o f  life  is b y  in creas in g  y o u r 
o w n  property . I t’s a  sy s tem  o f  o v e r-c o n su m p tio n  lead in g  to  en v i­
ro n m en ta l d es tru c tio n  an d  o v er-w o rk , iso la tio n ism  th ro u g h  non- 
co o p e ra tiv e  life sty les , v io le n c e  by  th o se  co m p u ls iv e ly  p ro tec tin g  
p ro p e rty  an d  b y  th o se  lack in g  b as ic  n ecess itie s , and  a  v e ry  w eak  
and  ev en  ab se n t soc ia l com m unity .

In co o p e ra tiv e  co m m u n itie s , how ev er, the  un ity  o f  p e o p le  is 
in c re d ib ly  p o w e rfu l. W h e n  th e  g o o d s  an d  se rv ic e s  a re  sh a re d  
am o n g s t the  p eo p le  the  u se fu ln ess o f  th o se  g o o d s and  se rv ices g o es 
up . It k eep s co n su m p tio n  d o w n , c a u s in g  less  s tra in  on  th e  e n v iro n ­
m en t an d  th e  w o rk e rs  (o u rse lv es). Q u a lity  o f  life  is a lso  im p ro v ed  
b y  liv ing  in s tro n g  so c ia l co m m u n itie s  th a t c rea te  a  g re a t se n se  o f  
tru s t an d  ap p re c ia tio n  fo r  o u r  n e ig h b o rs  in co llec tiv e  e ffo rts  and  
co o p era tio n .

P ro p e rty  is the  seed  in w h ich  v io len ce  is ha tch ed . T h a t v io ­
len ce  m ay  o r  m ay  n o t be  ju s tif ia b le . B u t p ro p e rty  n e v e r is.
W e co m e  here  to d ay  to  p ro te s t n o t o n ly  the  fu rth e r  sp read  o f  c a p i­
ta lis t p o lic ies  and  stru c tu res  b u t m o re  so  the  sp read  o f  cap ita lis t 
ideo logy . A  ca p ita lis t id eo lo g y  p its  p e rso n  ag a in s t p erso n  in the  
w o rk fo rc e  and  in th e  com m unity . U n d e r  ca p ita lis t s tru c tu res  w e 
m u st c o n s tan tly  fig h t an d  m an ip u la te  each  o ther. T h e  trick  is to 
hav e  u s  c o n s ta n tly  f ig h tin g  fo r  e lb o w  ro o m  so  th a t s ta rv a tio n , 
h o m elessn ess , p riso n , and  dea th  a re  th e  co n s tan t th rea ts  k eep in g  us 
a t w o rk  an d  qu iet. C a p ita lism  is a g a m e  o f  co m p e titio n . N o t one  
th a t a im s to  se rv e  th e  p e o p le s ’ w an ts  an d  need s b u t o n e  th a t m a in ­
ta in s  a co n s tan t g am e  o f  ca tch -u p  fo r  th in g s th a t are  p ro fitab le . 
O n e  o f  the  p ro b lem s w ith  a  s tru c tu re  o f  co m p e titio n  is th a t th e re  
m u st be  lose rs . T h e  lo sers are  in w ar, g h e tto s , sw ea tsh o p s , and  p ris ­
ons. T h e  lo se rs  a re  y o u  an d  m e.

C om m erc ia lism  is a  w ay  o f  life a s  m uch  a s  a  system  f o r  m ak ­
in g  eco n o m ic  d ec is io n s. I t  is a  w ay  o f  th in k in g  a n d  re la t in g  to  o th ­
ers, a  system  o f  values. I t  is a  life d r iv e n  by  f e a r  a n d  g reed , a  life  o f  
f o re v e r  co m p e tin g  a g a in s t  o th e rs  a n d  f e a r in g  th e  co n seq u en ces , a  
life w hose  g u id in g  m otto  is “d o  in o th e rs  b efo re  they  do  yo u  in. ” It 
is n o t a  life o f  co n sc io u sly  c o o rd in a tin g  o u r  in te r re la te d  eco n o m ic  
ac tiv ities , a  life  o f  e q u ita b le  c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  o u r  fe l lo w  h u m an  
beings. T herefo re  g lo b a liz a tio n  is n o t j u s t  th e  s p r e a d  o f  th e  m ark e t 
in to  n ew  c o u n tr ie s  a n d  reg io n s, p e n e tr a t in g  d e e p e r  in to  a r e a s  o f  
life th a t  w ere  p re v io u s ly  g o v e rn e d  by o th e r  sys tem s o f  so c ia l  ru les . 
G lo b a liz a tio n  is a lso  th e  re p la c e m e n t o f  th e  d iv e rse  m o des o f  h u ­
m an  in te rc o u rse  w ith  th e  s in g le  m in d se t a n d  v a lues o f  u n iv e rsa l 
co m m ercia lism .

-A u th o r u n k n o w n

T h e  W o r l d  B a n k  i s  a  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  t e r m s .

A  ban k , the  m ain  in stitu tio n  o f  cap ita lism , can n o t im p ro v e  the



q u a lity  o f  life fo r h u m an s, an im als , o r  the  en v iro n m en t (the  
w orld ). Y ou c a n ’t hav e  th e  w o rld  and  the  bank . T h ey  are  
co m p le te  o p p o site s  w o rk in g  in d iffe ren t d irec tio n s! O n e , the  
b an k , to w ard s  a m o n ito red , w o rld  o f  su rv e illan ce , c o n s tan t 
ch eck -p o in ts , an d  search  an d  se izu res , a  w o rld  o f  co n s tan tly  
try in g  to  p ro v e  o n e ’s w o rth . T h e  o ther, th e  w o rld , to w ard s  a 
free  land , s trong  com m unity , co llec tiv e  decis io n -m ak in g , and 
sh a red  reso u rces . Y ou m u st ch o o se  one. Y ou can  n o t hav e  
bo th . Q u it p re ten d in g  th a t y o u  can . C h o o se  th e  w orld!

Footnotes
1 Globalization is expanding that definition to encompass how the 
entire world's resources will be distributed.
2 The World Bank offers loans to poor countries only if  those coun­
tries agree to the Structural Adjustment Programs (SAPs). These 
programs “ include cuts in government spending on health care and 
education, increases in the cost o f  food, health care and other basic 
necessities, mandates to open markets to foreign trade and invest­
ment, and privatization o f  state-run enterprises.” —  Center for Eco­
nomic Justice
2 Opponents o f  ‘free trade’ are commonly marked as supporters o f 
‘fair trade’. This mistake is due to the overall assumption that ‘trade’ 

as we know it must exist as ‘property’ is so ingrained in our culture as a reasonable way to 
conduct our lives. Anarchists oppose ‘free trade’ and ‘fair trade’ because o f  our opposi­
tion to ‘trade’ itself and o f  ‘property.’
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Emma Goldman, A lexander Berkman, Enrico Malatesta, Peter Kropotkin, Michael 
Bakunin, Pierre Proudhon, Noam Chomsky, Howard Zinn, Daniel Guerin, Howard Ehrlich. 
Anarchist book publishers o r distributors:
AK Press (PO Box 40682 San Francisco, CA 94140-0682)
Death-Metal Militia, dmmdistro@juno.com or PO Box 17838 Clearwater, FL 33762 USA).
Anarchy on the internet:
www.infoshop.org



D R I V I N G  O U R S E L V E S  I N S A N E

T h e  T r u e  C o s t  o f  t h e  A u t o m o b i l e
b y  N a t h a n  B e rg

A s m y v eh ic le  an d  I sa t co m p le te ly  still in the  g rid lo c k ed  traffic  
th a t p e rp e tu a lly  p la g u e s  C h ica g o , I c o u ld n ’t he lp  b u t re flec t upo n  a 
certa in  s ta tis tic  th a t I had  recen tly  uncov ered . O v e r th e  n ex t tw en ty  
y ea rs , d riv in g  d e lay s— ju s t  th e  am o u n t o f  tim e  A m erican s  spend  in 
tra ffic  ja m s— w ill cau se  us to  w as te  146 b illio n  g a llo n s  o f  fuel, w h ich  
w ill in tu rn  th ro w  an ex tra  146 b illio n  p o u n d s o f  ca rb o n  d io x id e  into 
the  a tm o sp h e re  and  in crease  tra v e le rs ’ cos ts  b y  S41 b illion . O f  cou rse , 
th a t s ta tis tic  fa ils  to  reco g n ize  th e  co s t o f  th e  e ig h t b illio n  h o u rs  p er 
y e a r  th a t w e  sp e n d  s tu c k  in traffic , n o r  d o es it co m p u te  th e  p sy c h o ­
log ical an d  em o tio n a l co s ts  o f  such  a b ru tal co m b in a tio n  o f  s tress  and  
bo red o m . It a lso  n eg lec ts  to  m en tio n  the  h ea lth -re la te d  costs o f  b rea th ­
ing  the  to x ic  a ir  c rea ted  b y  o u r o v e ru se  o f  th e  au to m o b ile  an d  d o e s n ’t 
speak  o f  th e  o v e rw h e lm in g  am o u n t o f  d am ag e  im p o sed  upon  o u r e n ­
v iro n m en t. A n d  ab o v e  a ll, sin ce  it sp e ak s on ly  o f  tim e  sp e n t in ja m s , 
the  s ta tis tic  sh o w cases a  m ere  frac tio n  o f  the  o v era ll e ffe c ts  o f  o u r 
ca r-ad d ic ted  cu ltu re .

W hile  th is  d ism al v ie w  o f  o u r fo u r-w h ee led  m an ia  en g u lfs  m y 
th o u g h ts , an ev en  u g lie r  scen e  f ills  th e  fie ld  o f  v is io n  ju s t  b ey o n d  m y 
w in d sh ie ld . O n  th e  ten  lan es o f  h ig h w a y  g o in g  e ith e r  d irec tio n  sits 
b u m p e r-to -b u m p e r tra ffic  as fa r as th e  eye  can  see, w h ich  p ro b ab ly  
isn ’t as fa r as it sh o u ld  be  co n s id e rin g  th e  d en se , ru s t-co lo red  sm o g  
th a t sm o th e rs  th e  c ity  w ith  its w re tc h e d  (an d  ra th e r  d an g e ro u s)  odor. 
T h e re  are  co u n tle ss  b rid g es, o n -ram p s , an d  ex it ram p s— on ce  ca lled  
‘c lo v e rlea fs’— w h ich  now  b ea r a  m uch  stro n g er re sem b lan ce  to  a  large 
p la te  o f  fe ttu cc in i than  an y th in g  e lse . O f  th e  lan d scap e  th a t su rro u n d s 
th e  h ig h w ay  I can  see  n o th in g  b u t cem en t, used  e ith e r  in th e  m illio n s 
o f  b u ild in g s  an d  stru c tu res  th a t fill th e  c ity  o r  th e  se em in g ly  en d less  
m iles  o f  road s d es ig n ed  to  tak e  ca rs  to  an d  from  them . O n th e  h ig h ­
w ay  itse lf, m o to ris ts  cu t in to  each  o th e rs ’ lanes , u n su c cess fu lly  a t­
tem p tin g  to so m e h o w  escap e  th is  u rb an  ja i l  ce ll fa s te r  th an  th e  rest, 
cau s in g  a co n s tan t w o rk o u t fo r c a r  h o rns, m id d le  fin g ers , an d  fou l- 
m o u th ed  lips. O th ers  sta re  ah ead  w ith  b lank  faces— zo n in g  o u t to  e s­
cap e  the  rea lity  o f  th e ir  cu rre n t su rro u n d in g s. W orse yet, a la rg e  n u m ­
b e r o f  d riv ers  sp e n d  th e ir  tim e  ta lk in g  o n  ce llu la r  p h o n es , no  d o u b t 
co m p la in in g  to  th e  p e rso n  o n  th e  o th e r  line th a t th ey  are  ‘s tu c k  in a 
traffic  j a m ,’ rem a in in g  b liss fu lly  ig n o ran t o f  th e  fac t th a t th ey  A R E  
the  traffic  ja m .

M y  ‘in c o n v e n ie n c e ’ w as so o n  o v e r  an d  I sa fe ly  re tu rn ed  to  m y 
sm all, so m ew h at b ik eab le  h o m eto w n  in w estern  W isconsin  and  p rayed  
th a t I w o u ld n ’t h av e  to  en d u re  tra ffic  co n g es tio n  fo r  a  lo n g  tim e  to 
com e. A  few  w eek s  later, in  e a rly  A p ril o f  th is  year, m y  p ray e rs  w ere  
an sw ered . T h e  F o rd  M o to r  C o ., in a  jo in t  v en tu re  w ith  M ay tag , u n ­

v e iled  w h a t th ey  p erce iv ed  as th e  n ex t lo g ica l so lu tio n  to  th e  issu e  o f  
co n g es tio n ; a  W in d sta r m in iv an  eq u ip p e d  w ith  ev e ry th in g  fro m  a re ­
frig e ra to r  to  a  tra sh  c o m p a c to r  to  a  m ic ro w av e  oven . T h is  ‘co n cep t 
c a r ’ a lso  in c lu d ed  a  m in i-f re e z e r  and  co o le r, a w ash er/d ry er, a b u ilt-in  
w e t/d ry  v acu u m  cleaner, a  T V  in th e  ce ilin g , and N in ten d o  p lu g -in s  
on th e  floor! F o rd  is q u ick  to  p o in t ou t th a t the  av e rag e  A m erican  
sp en d s 80 m in u tes  o f  ev ery  d ay  c o m m u tin g , d ep riv in g  th em  o f  tim e  
th a t cou ld  be  m u ch  m o re  e ffic ien tly  sp e n t d o in g  lau n d ry  o r  m ak in g  
d inner. T h ey  d es ig n ed  th is  v eh ic le  w ith  the  in ten t o f  h e lp in g  tim e- 
s trap p ed  co m m u te rs  m ak e  b e tte r  u se  o f  th e ir  cu rre n t ‘d o w n -tim e .’ 
W hile  there  is no  cu rre n t p lan  to  p u t th ese  d o n n -ro o m s-o n -w h e e ls  
in to  p ro d u c tio n , th e re  w as a  ce rta in  su g g e stiv en ess  th a t th is  is w h a t 
th e  fu tu re  m ig h t ho ld  fo r  au to m o b ile s , e v e n  g o in g  so  far as to  ind ica te  
th e  p o ss ib ility  o f  o n -b o a rd  c o m p u te rs  th a t w ou ld  be linked  to  ho m e 
ap p lian ces to  le t you  k n o w  how  m uch  m ilk  is in the  fridge and  w h eth er  
m o re  w o u ld  need  to be p ic k e d  up on  the  r id e  hom e.

N e v e r  m in d  th e  fac t th a t in a tten tiv e  d r iv in g  acco u n ts  fo r a  hu g e  
n u m b e r  o f  fa ta l ca r acc id en ts  ev e ry  year. T h e re  is so m e th in g  a p p a ll­
ing  ab o u t a h ig h -sp eed  soc iety , ch o k ed  an d  su p p ressed  in ev e ry  p o s­
sib le  w ay  b y  its  f ix a tio n  w ith  th e  p erso n a l tran sp o rt, try in g  to  so lv e  its 
p ro b lem s b y  c rea tin g  v eh ic le s  th a t can  do  o u r c h o res  and  en te rta in  us 
a t th e  sa m e  tim e . O u r  lo v e  a ffa ir  w ith  th e  ca r has qu ite  b la tan tly  co st 
u s  o u r en v iro n m en t, o u r  p h y sic a l an d  m en ta l h ea lth , o u r ab ility  to 
c rea te  a  q u a lity  sy s tem  o f  p u b lic  tran sp o rta tio n , an d  ev en  o u r sen se  o f  
com m unity , and  w e ’re  su p p o sed  to  b e liev e  th a t th e  so lu tion  is to  th row  
so m e m ic ro w a v e s  in to  th e  m ix ?
C a r  T ro u b les

W e are  now  so im m ersed  in a  w o rld  run  by  th e  ca r th a t a tte m p t­
ing  to  a ssess  all o f  th e  w ay s  it p e rv ad es  o u r so c ie ty  is a  n ea r  im p o s­
sib le  task . It has c h an g ed  h o w  w e w o rk  an d  play, w h ere  w e  live , and  
even  w h a t w e  ea t. W e’ve  d es ig n ed  o u r  c itie s  w ith  th e  perso n a l v eh ic le  
at the  fo re fro n t an d  w e sp e n d  ab su rd  a m o u n ts  o f  m o n e y  to  keep  these  
e x p en s iv e  in fra s tru c tu res  intact. W e’ve rav ish ed  th e  en v iro n m en t and  
sq u a n d e re d  p rec io u s foss il fue ls  to  su p p ly  o u r fo u r-w h ee led  hab its. 
W e’v e  fo rfe ited  o u r h ea lth  and  em o tio n a l w ell -b e in g  by  lead in g  fast- 
p aced  lives th a t try  to  k eep  up  w ith  th e  sp e ed  o f  o u r  cars.

F o r all o f  o u r e ffo rts  to  co n tro l an d  m a n ag e  the  use  o f  the  au to ­
m o b ile , w e  are  n o w  u n d e r  its  co n tro l. F o r  all its p ro m ises  o f  m ak in g  
o u r lives sim p ler, th e  c a r  h as q u ite  lite ra lly  run  us over. W ith  sc ie n ­
tific  e v id en ce  th a t th e  w o r ld ’s o il su p p ly  is n o t very  far from  bein g  
co m p le te ly  d ep le ted , m ean in g  th a t o u r c u rre n t m o d e  o f  tran sp o rta tio n  
is h ead ed  fo r so m e b ig  ch an g es  in  th e  n e a r  fu tu re , no w  is as g o o d  a



tim e  as an y  to  a ssess  the  d am ag es  it has cau sed  an d  sta rt a d ia lo g u e  to 
find  ra tio n a l, in te llig en t m eans o f  c u rb in g  o u r in fa tu a tio n  w ith  the 
car.
E x h a u s t  T roub les

E ven  w h en  I w a s  ju s t  a  b a b y  I w as  aw are  th a t a u to m o b ile s  w ere  
te rrib le  fo r  th e  en v iro n m en t. I ’m  n o t su re  i f  th e  te rm  ‘g lo b a l w a rm ­
in g ’ w as a ro u n d  q u ite  y e t, b u t th e re  se em ed  to  be  a w id e sp re a d  reco g ­
n ition  o f  th e  fact th a t c a r  fu m es w ere  d o in g  a s ig n if ican t am o u n t o f  
d am ag e  to  th e  a tm o sp h e re . A cco rd in g  to  the  E n v iro n m en ta l P ro te c ­
tion  A gency , six  o f  th e  se v en  m a in  a ir  p o llu tan ts  co m e  from  au to m o ­
b iles. T h ese  p o llu tan ts  trap  in h ea t w h en  re lease d  in to  th e  a tm o sp h e re  
cau s in g  co n cern  o v e r th e  m e ltin g  o f  p o la r  ice cap s , r is in g  ocean  lev ­
e ls , an d  ex trem e c lim a tic  ch an g e . B ut w h ile  sc ien tis ts  co n tin u e  to d e ­
b a te  th e  e ffec ts  an d  p o ss ib le  o u tco m es o f  g lo b a l w arm in g , an d  the 
au to m o b ile  industry  con tin u es to  d en y  th e ir  fin d in g s and  lobby  agains t 
leg is la tio n  an d  tre a tie s  d es ig n ed  to  cu rb  th e  p ro b lem , o th e r  e n v iro n ­
m en ta l d am ag es  cau sed  b y  a u to m o b ile s  o fte n  go  u n n o ticed .

P av em en t n o w  co v ers  2 p ercen t o f  th e  U n ited  S ta tes  an d  10 per­
cen t o f  a ll its a rab le  land. O u r u rg e  to  d es ig n  c itie s  an d  h ig h w ay s th a t 
c a te r  to  c a rs  h as no w  crea ted  a  sy s tem  in  w h ic h  w e  a re  d o w n rig h t 
re lian t u p o n  them . S u b u rb a n  sp raw l, w h ich  ch ew s up  an  a v e rag e  o f  
1.5 m illio n  ac re s  o f  fa rm lan d  ev e ry  year, is a  d irec t re su lt o f  c ities  
p lan n ed  so le ly  fo r  the  au to m o b ile . N ew  d ev e lo p m en t tak es p la c e  on 
th e  v e ry  o u tsk irts  o f  c itie s  w h ere  u n d er-fu n d ed  p u b lic  tran sp o rta tio n  
u su a lly  d o e s n ’t reach  and  o th e r  m o d es o f  tran sp o rta tio n  (lik e  b ik in g  
and  w a lk in g ) are  v ir tu a lly  im p o ssib le . A n d  so the  s to ry  goes; b e tw een  
1960 and  1990  A m erican s  increased  th e ir  m ile s  trav e led  by  198 p er­
cen t w ith  133 p e rc e n t m o re  re g is te re d  cars , 126 p e rc e n t m o re  fuel, 
an d  91 p e rc e n t m o re  licen sed  d rivers . D u rin g  th a t sam e p e rio d , the  
p o p u la tio n  in creased  39 p ercen t. S o  w h ile  w e  co n tin u e  to lose  th ree  
ac re s o f  fa rm lan d  to  su b u rb an  d e v e lo p m e n t ev e ry  m in u te , w e  a re  also  
in c reas in g  o u r d e p en d en c e  u p o n  th e  v e ry  so u rce  o f  its  p ro b lem .

R oad bu ild in g  is a lso  a  g rea t th rea t to  th e  an im al k ingdom . W here  
m o re  ro ad s are  b e in g  bu ilt th ro u g h  n a tu ra l h ab ita ts , o f ten  o n  th e  very  
ed g es o f  sp raw lin g  c ities , an im als  are  b e in g  f la tte n ed  a t an  a la rm in g  
ra te  o f  o n e  m illio n  p e r  day. F o r so m e en d an g ered  sp e c ie s , su ch  a s  the  
m o u n ta in  lio n  o f  S o u th e rn  C a lifo rn ia , c a rs  a re  the  lead in g  cau se  o f  
d eath . A ll o f  these  ro ad s an d  p a rk in g  lo ts a lso  g en e ra te  p o iso n o u s  
ru n o ff  w h ich , w h en  re located  in to  the  w ate r supply, th rea tens the  health  
o f  a n im a ls  and  h u m an s alike.

S o m e o f  the  m o s t o b v io u s en v iro n m en ta l d am ag e , how ever, goes 
u n seen  an d  u n rep o rted . H o w  m u ch  indu stria l d am ag e  is do n e  to  o u r 
sk ie s  an d  w a te r  so le ly  th ro u g h  the  p ro d u c tio n  an d  d isp o sa l o f  c a r  tires, 
fo r in s tan c e?  W h a t ab o u t all o f  th e  steel an d  p la s tic  an d  ru b b e r and  
le a th e r  u sed  in th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  ca rs?  W h a t ab o u t a ll o f  th e  o il, g aso ­
line, an tifreez e , an d  o th e r  m y ria d  ch em ica ls  u se d  to  k eep  th em  ru n ­
n ing?  W h a t ab o u t a ll o f  th e  d u m p s an d  lan d fills  w h e re  o u td a ted  au to ­
m o b ile s  a re  a llo w ed  an d  le ft to  d ecay ?  W h a t ab o u t th e  v a s t am o u n t o f  
a sp h a lt u se d  to  c rea te  ro ad s o r  th e  am o u n t o f  sa lt and  g rav e l u se d  to  
co m b a t sn o w  and  ice on th ese  road s in th e  c o ld e r  c lim a tes?  T h e  s ta tis ­
tics p ro v in g  the  am o u n t o f  d am ag e  cau sed  to  th e  en v iro n m e n t v ia  the 
au to m o b ile  are  ou t the re , i t 's  ju s t  th a t w e d o n ’t p ay  m u ch  a tten tio n  to 
them .
B ody  R e p a irs

T h e  au to m o b ile  a lso  cau ses a  sa d d en in g  am o u n t o f  d am ag e  to 
every  h um an  on th is  p lan e t by  w ay  o f  g rav e  h ea lth  issues. A s I w rite  
th ese  w o rd s P resid en t C lin to n  and  th e  N R A  a re  en g ag ed  in a spat 
ab o u t g u n  v io len ce  an d  co n tro l. C lin to n  is c a llin g  fo r  m o re  re s tr ic ­
tio n s  an d  re g u la tio n  o v e r  a rm s, o ften  p o in tin g  to  th e  4 ,0 0 0 +  ch ild ren  
k illed  b y  gu n s ev e ry  year. B u t w h a t o f  th e  car, w h ic h  n o w  h a s  as 
m u ch  lik e lih o o d  o f  k illin g  a  y o u n g , su b u rb an  m a le  as a  g u n  d o es  o f  
k illin g  h is  in n e r  c ity  co u n te rp a rt?  S ta tis tics  sh o w  th a t 4 7 ,0 0 0  A m e ri­
can s are  k illed  in c a r  acc id en ts  every  year, w h ich  co m p ara tiv e ly  equals

a m ed iu m -s ized  p lan e  c ra sh  ev e ry  s in g le  d ay  fo r a  year. It is a lso  
es tim a ted  th a t an  a d d itio n a l 3 0 ,0 0 0 -6 0 ,0 0 0  p eo p le  d ie  an n u a lly  from  
h ealth -re la ted  p ro b lem s stem m in g  fro m  m o to r v eh ic le  em issions. W hy, 
w h en  to b acco  c o m p an ies  are  b e in g  ch as tised  fo r  th e  p o o r  hea lth  p ro b ­
lem s an d  d ea th s  th e y  cau se , is  th e  au to  in d u stry  le t o f f  th e  hoo k ?

In th e  e a rly  1920s, au to m ak ers  b e g a n  a d d in g  lead  to  g aso lin e  to  
a llev ia te  en g in e  k n ock . L ead , w h o se  d an g e rs  as a p o iso n  w ere  first 
n o ticed  o v e r  2 ,5 0 0  y ea rs  ag o , w o u ld  end  up  k illin g  as m any  as 5 ,0 0 0  
p eo p le  ev e ry  y e a r  un til it w as p h ased  o u t in th e  ea rly  198 0 s an d  e v e n ­
tu a lly  b an n ed  in 1986. H ow ever, leaded  g aso lin e  is still u se d  th ro u g h ­
ou t m u ch  o f  the  T h ird  W orld an d  is re sp o n s ib le  fo r  tox ic  po llu tio n  
and co u n tle ss  deaths . In M ex ico  C ity , fo u r  m illio n  a u to m o b ile s  to ss 
an  e s tim a ted  32 to n s  o f  lead  in to  the  a ir  each  day!

T h ere  are  lite ra lly  h u n d red s  o f  h ea lth  p ro b lem s th a t can  be a s so ­
c ia ted  w ith  th e  m o to r  v eh ic le . O n e  o f  th e  m o st n o ticeab le  is a  g enera l 
lack  o f  e x e rc ise  th a t so m eh o w  c au ses  n o rm a lly  in te llig en t fo lk s to 
d riv e  e v e ry w h ere , ev en  i f  th e  d e s tin a tio n  is b u t a  few  b lo ck s  aw ay. 
C a rs  are  a lso  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  m a n y  m en ta l h ealth  p ro b lem s, w ith  the  
te rm  ‘ro ad  ra g e ’ rece iv in g  m o re  a tten tio n  th an  ever. C o m b in e  a ll o f  
th e  ill h ealth  e ffec ts , fro m  d a n g e ro u s  e m iss io n s lev e ls  to  th e  h ig h  ra tes 
o f  dea th  fo r  c a r  a cc id en ts , w ith  a ll o f  th e  m e n ta l s id e  e ffec ts  o f  a  car- 
h ap p y  soc iety , an d  y o u ’v e  g o t a rec ip e  fo r p erso n a l d isaster.
S t r u c tu r a l  D a m a g e s

S o  en tan g led  are  w e  in th e  au to m o b ile ’s w eb  th a t w e  rare ly  pau se  
to  ev a lu a te  ju s t  h o w  m u ch  th e y  a ffe c t o u r society . F rom  o u r d riv e ­
w ay s to  the  p ark in g  lo ts and  from  th e  ru ra l h ig h w ay s to  o u r d in n e r 
tab les , every  p erson  on  th is  p lan e t is a ffec ted  b y  the  au to m o b ile . W hat 
can  be  sa id  o f  a  p o p u la tio n  w h o  sp e n d s  so m u ch  tim e , energy , and  
m o n e y  o n  o u r  ‘n e e d ’ fo r  p e rso n a l tra n sp o rta tio n  th a t it c a n ’t keep  up?

O n e  o f  th e  m o re  s tr ik in g  asp ec ts  o f  o u r m o d ern  ‘c a r  c u ltu re ’ is 
ho w  it has c h an g ed  th e  v e ry  s tru c tu re  o f  o u r c ities . O n ce  u p h o ld in g  
e ffic ien t an d  e ffe c tiv e  p u b lic  tra n sp o rta tio n  sy s tem s, ca sh -s tra p p ed  
c ity  g o v e rn m en ts  a re  no w  se em in g ly  fo rced  to  sp e n d  m o re  o n  the  
b u ild in g  an d  m a in ta in in g  o f  s tree ts  and  p a rk in g  lo ts th an  le sse r  p o l­
lu ting  an d  m o re  su s ta in ab le  m ean s  o f  tran sp o rt. F o r  ev e ry  d o lla r  spen t 
on  p u b lic  tran sp o rta tio n , se v en  a re  spen t on th e  m o to r veh ic le . H ere 
in  A m erica , n early  h a lf  o f  a ll u rb an  areas a re  co v e red  w ith  p av em en t, 
w ith  m o re  land  g iv e n  to  th e  c a r  th an  to  h o u sin g . W h en  m ak in g  an y  
new  d esig n  fo r a  c ity  p ro jec t, th e  ca r (an d  how  w ell it w ill m esh  the  
p lan s)  is o ften  th e  firs t a sp ec t to  be  stud ied . A s e co n o m is t D o n a ld  
S h o u p  p u t it, “ F orm  no  lo n g e r fo llow s fun c tio n , fash io n , o r  ev en  fi­
n ance . In s tead , fo rm  fo llo w s p a rk in g  re q u ire m e n ts .”  A n d  p ark in g  
‘n e e d s ' are  d ra s tic a lly  ap p a ren t co n s id e rin g  the  fo rm u la  th a t su g g ests  
ev e ry  c a r  n eed s  se v en  p a rk in g  spaces: o n e  a t h o m e , o n e  a t w o rk , one 
fo r  sh o p p in g , an d  th e  re s t b e in g  ta k e n  up  by  p av em en t in  b e tw een  all 
o f  th ese  spaces.

C ity  s tru c tu re s  a re  a lso  a ffe c te d  b y  n ew  d e v e lo p m e n t (read : 
sp raw l). A fflu en t suburban  n eig h b o rh o o d s are  o ften  d esigned  fo r fam i­
lies w ith  th ree  o r  m o re  a u to m o b ile s  an d  m o n ey  th a t sh o u ld  be  spen t 
rep a irin g  sh o d d y  in n er-c ity  ro ad s is o ften  spen t n o t ju s t  on  new  road  
b u ild in g , b u t a lso  on  th e  sew er, w ater, an d  u tilitie s  req u irem en ts  o f  
new  d ev e lo p m en t. Such d ev e lo p m en t also  a ffe c ts  local e c o n o m ics  in 
th a t m o n ey  is m o re  o ften  sp e n t in  th e  new  W al-M arts, T aco  B ells , and 
B lo ck b u s te rs  o ften  sc a tte red  on  th e  o u tsk irts  o f  tow ns, w h ile  once  
th riv in g  d o w n to w n s are  left to  decay.

A n d , w o u ld n ’t y o u  kn o w  it, c a rs  hav e  c rea ted  an  a lm o st ca s te ­
like sy s tem  o f  c la ss  d iv isio n s , d e fin ed  b y  th e  hav es an d  have-n o ts . 
T h o se  w h o  do  no t hav e  acce ss to  p erso n a l tran sp o rta tio n  are  ty p ica lly  
m in o ritie s  an d  th e  e ld e rly  an d  are  a lso  the  usua l m ak e-u p  o f  th e  low er 
class. T h e  in n e r-c ity  poor, w h o  o fte n  c a n ’t  a ffo rd  th e  h igh  costs  a s so ­
c ia ted  w ith  th e  car, an d  w h o se  ro ad s  are  in a c o n s tan t s ta te  o f  d isre ­
pair, a re  d ep en d en t on  p u b lic  tran sp o rta tio n  w h ich  has been  d ilap i­
dated  in o rd e r  to  fund  su b u rb an  dev e lo p m en t. T hey  a re  th ereb y  d en ied



equ a l access to  g o o d  jo b s  w h en  the  tim e  an d  m o n ey  spen t on  g e ttin g  to 
and  from  th ese  jo b s  o ften  ex cee d s th e  b en efits  o f  h av in g  th em . T hey  
are  a lso  sub jec t to in ad eq u a te  health  ca re  w h en  em erg en cy  tran sp o rt is 
fo rced  to  w eave th ro u g h  th e  u rban  ju n g le  to  se rve  the  p o o r and  p ub lic  
tran sp o rta tio n  is ineffic ien t a t g e ttin g  th em  to  a  h o sp ita l in a  p ro m p t 
m anner. A lso , b ecau se  o f  th e  ex u b e ran t cos ts  o f  n ew  d ev e lo p m en t, 
th ey  are  h eav ily  tax ed  and  th e ir  sh a re  is sp e n t on ro ad s they  w ill n ev e r 
d riv e  g o in g  to  h o m es th ey  w ill n e v e r be  ab le  to  affo rd .

Inside  th ese  h o m es dw ell the  o ffsp rin g  o f  the  au to m o tiv e  age,

w h o se  fam ily  s tru c tu re  h as  d rastica lly  ch an g ed  in o rd er to  ad ap t to  a  
so c ie ty  re lian t upo n  the  car. In the  m o d ern  w o rld , p aren ts  w ill spend  
m u ch  o f  th e  ch ild re n ’s u p b rin g in g  p lay in g  th e  ro le  o f  chau ffeu r, ca rt­
ing  th e  k id s to schoo l, fo o tball p rac tice  o r  the  m all. W hen  th ey  reach  
d riv in g  age , th ey  can  then  g e t th e ir  very  ow n au to m o b ile  (p rac tica lly  a 
righ t o f  p assag e  these  d ays), m ak in g  fo r th ree-p e rso n  fam ilie s  w ith  
th ree  au to m o b iles . T h e  trad itio n a l fam ily  d in n e r is v ir tu a lly  g o n e  w ith  
p aren ts  and  ch ild ren  d riv in g  th e ir  sep ara te  cars, ru n n in g  th e ir  separa te  
e rran d s, and  o ften  se ttlin g  up o n  the  lu re  o f  d riv e -th ru  fast fo o d  w h en  
d in n e r  tim e  com es.

F ast food  co u ld  a lso  be  sa id  to be a  p ro d u c t o f  th e  au to m o b ile . In 
o u r q u ick -p aced  soc iety , g o o d  food  has a lm o st b eco m e m o re  o f  a  n u i­
san ce  th an  a stap le , and  m o re  and  m ore  A m erican s are  o p tin g  fo r the  
‘m eal b eh in d  th e  w h e e l.’ E ven  th o se  ra re  d inners a t ho m e are  o ften  
p re -p ack ed , ‘ea sy -to -m a k e ’ affa irs , sin ce  no  one seem s to hav e  the  
tim e  o r  energy  to  cook  a fresh , h ea lth y  m eal. F u rth e rm o re , the  g round  
tran sp o rt o f  food has ch an g ed  o u r past re lian ce  upon local p ro d u ce  to

m ak e  w ay  fo r ag ri-b u s in ess , w h ich  can  p ro d u c e  m ore food  on  en v i­
ro n m en ta lly  dam ag in g  co rp o ra te  farm s (h eav ily  re lian t upon  p estic ides 
an d  g en e tic  m o d ifica tio n ), th en  sh ip  it all o v e r  th e  co u n try  u sin g  an 
im m en se  flee t o f  18 -w h ee le rs , cau s in g  y e t m o re  en v iro n m en ta l h a rd ­
ship.
The C h ic a n e ry  o f  th e  S t ic k e r  P ric e

Ju s t as it is d ifficu lt to  accu ra te ly  a ssess  all o f  th e  so c ie ta l effec ts 
o f  the  au to m o b ile , it is a lso  qu ite  d ifficu lt to  co m p ile  a fu ll-sca le  cost 
a ssessm en t w ith  reg ard  to  its o veruse . B e cau se  the  co st o f  a new  c a r  is 
ou t o f  reach  fo r m an y  A m erican s, it w ill tak e  a  large p e rcen tag e  o f  
incom e fro m  all bu t th e  m eg a-w ea lth y  in  o rd e r  to  pu rch ase  a  n ew  v e ­
h ic le . A s ex p en siv e  as it m ig h t be, the  co s t o f  a  new  car is w ell ov er­
sh ad o w ed  b y  h u n d red s o f  o th e r  ‘h id d e n ’ co sts . A s E llio t S c la r  no ted , 
“ W e b u y  o u r ca rs  to  g o  to  w o rk  an d  th en  w e  w o rk  to  buy  o u r ca rs .”

T he co s t o f  gaso lin e , w h ich  recen tly  w e n t th ro u g h  th e  ro o f, is 
still d rastica lly  in ex p en siv e  w h en  co m p ared  to  its co s t in o th e r  F irs t 
W orld nations. W h a t’s d iffe ren t in A m erica  is that o u r c ity  s truc tu res 
o ften  req u ire  m o re  m ileag e , m ean in g  a  h eav ie r  d ep en d en c e  upon  gas 
and  h ig h e r levels o f  au to  ex h au s t b e in g  th ro w n  in to  the a tm osphere . 
A lso  d iffe ren t in A m erica  is the  no tion  th a t ev e ry o n e  shou ld  have th e ir 
ow n c a r  (o r tw o .. .  o r  th ree) an d  the  p rice  o f  g as do es no t re flec t th e  
ac tual co s ts  re la ted  to  such  a  society.

B ey o n d  the  co st o f  g aso lin e  lies m illio n s  o f  o th e r  ex p en ses in ­
c lud ing  insurance, park in g  fees, veh ic le  m ain tenance  costs (w hich  seem  
to  be  g rea te r  an d  g rea te r  as au to m ak ers u se  p lan n ed  o b so le scen ce  as a  
no rm ), reg istra tio n  fees, and  m o n ey  spen t on  traffic  tickets.

A s m en tio n ed  earlie r, an un g o d ly  am o u n t o f  fu n d in g  fro m  every  
lev e l o f  g o v e rn m en t go es to w ard s th e  c rea tio n  an d  m a in ten an ce  o f  
road s an d  h ig h w ay s (o ften  ca lled  ‘su b s id ie s ’ w h en  re fe rrin g  to  p ub lic  
tran sp o rta tio n  o r  an y  o th e r  in d u stry  b u t th e  au to m o tiv e). In th e  U n ited  
S tates it w ou ld  co st $ 24 .6  b illio n  to  s im p ly  m ain ta in  the  road s w e have

D e - C o n s t r u c t i n g  W a l - M a r t

b y  T r a v i s  F r i s t o e

O f  co u rse , W a l-M a rt’s  w ay  o f  d o in g  b u sin e ss  is 
A m e ric a  s  way. O th e r  g ia n t  re ta i l in g  c h a in s  d iffe r  
on ly  in th a t  th ey  a r e n ’t  a s  f a s t ,  a s  tough, a s  s u c ­
cessfu l.

- In  S am  We T ru st, B o b  O rteg a

O ne hundred  m illion  p eop le  shop  at W al-M art 
ev e ry  w eek . T h e  c o m p a n y  g ro sses  ro u g h ly  $ 160 
b illio n  in U .S . sa les  e a c h  year. A n d  w h ile  W al- 
M a rt m ay  b e  o n ly  o n e  o f  in n u m erab le  co rp o ra te  
fran c h ises  h o m o g en iz in g  th e  A m erican  lan d scap e , 
its sh e e r  size  an d  a u d a c ity  d em an d  a c lo se r  study. 
H o w  d id  it g e t so b ig  an d  w h a t d o es it p re sag e  fo r 
th e  fu tu re?  W al-M art s ta n d s  a lo n e ' as a  sy m b o l o f  
w h a t’s q u es tio n a b le  ab o u t recen t tren d s in A m e ri­
can  bu sin ess.

T h e  qu estio n  o f  W al-M art in ex tricab ly  en ta ils  
th e  cris is  o f  u n io n s , c ity  sp raw l, g o v e rn m e n t k ick - 
backs , sw ea tsh o p  labor, S ou thern  p aternalism , and, 
thankfu lly , a lso  g rassro o ts  resis tan ce  and  th e  po w er 
o f  c ritic a l th in k in g . B y  u s in g  W al-M art as a  fo il, 
th e  issu es u n fo ld  w ith  an  a rre s tin g  u rgency . B u t 
b y  s tu d y in g  th e  d isc o u rse  critica lly , rea l o p p o si­
tio n  b eco m es p o ss ib le ; a  su ccessfu l b lu ep rin t fo r 
local ac tio n  unfo lds.

I t c a m e  from  th e  S o u th

W al-M art s ta rted  in A rk an sas  in 1962, g ro w ­
ing  rap id ly  th ro u g h o u t th e  80s to  b eco m e  th e  b e ­
h em o th  w e  k now  today . U n d e r  the  g u ise  o f  p o s i­
tiv e  g ro w th , new  jo b s  an d  g re a te r  c o n su m e r v a r i­
ety, W al-M art fe ll e a s ily  in to  th e  g o o d  g races  o f



in th e ir  cu rre n t sta te . H ow ever, w e  ‘o n ly ’ sp e n d  $ 13.4 b illio n  to  m a in ­
ta in  th ese  w h ile  w e  spend  $ 16.4 b illio n  b u ild in g  new  an d  w id e r  roads, 
en su rin g  th a t w e  fall b eh in d  on  repa irs  an d  a lso  en su rin g  th a t these  
n ew  road s th a t are  bu ilt w ill b e  ev en  less lik e ly  to  rece iv e  th e  m ain te ­
n an ce  th ey  requ ire .

E nv ironm en ta l degradation  from  the au tom ob ile  m ay  be  the  hard ­
es t to  a ssess  yet. T h e  W orld R e so u rces In stitu te  es tim ates th e  costs  o f  
v ario u s  typ es o f  d am ag e  fro m  car po llu tio n  to  be  S 200 b illio n  p e r  year. 
A s d istu rb in g  as th a t m ig h t be, th is  co s t can  n ev er tru ly  b e  u n d ersto o d , 
as th e  en v iro n m en t can n o t hav e  a  p rice  tag  p u t o n  it an d  m u ch  o f  o u r 
en v iro n m en ta l d am ag e  can n o t be  u ndone, no  m a tte r  w h a t th e  cost.

A cco rd in g  to  a u th o r  Ivan  Illich , th e  am o u n t o f  tim e  an d  m o n ey  
w e  spend  on  o u r ca rs  av erag es to  a m ere  five  m ile s  p e r  hour, w h ich  
co u ld  eas ily  be  su rp assed  in  e ffic ien cy  by  p ub lic  tran sp o rta tio n , b icy ­
c lin g  and  w alk in g , w ere  o u r c ities  se t up  w ith  th o se  m o d es in  m ind.
S o m e  P o s it iv e  S te p s

S o lv ing  all o f  these p ro b lem s asso c ia ted  w ith  o u r add ic tio n  to  ca r 
cu ltu re  w ill not be easy. M any  A m erican s have  qu ite  lite ra lly  fa llen  in 
lo v e  w ith  th e ir  fou r-w h ee led  m o n ste rs  and  d u tifu lly  ignore  th e  am o u n t 
o f  d am ag e  th ey  cau se  to o u r society . N o n e th e le ss , w e m u st beg in  c a ll­
ing  fo r m o re  su s ta in ab le , ra tio n a l, en v iro n m en ta lly  frien d ly  m o d es o f  
tran sp o rta tio n . S om e lo o k  to  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  e lec tric  cars as the  
so lu tio n , w h ich  w o u ld  ra tio n a lly  f in g e r th e  in ternal co m b u stib le  en ­
g in e  as th e  so le  so u rce  o f  th e  p ro b lem s w ith  cars. G iven  th e  in fo rm a­
tio n  w e  kn o w  ab o u t the  p ro b lem s w ith  c a r  cu ltu re , it is n o t ju s t  p o llu ­
tio n  w e  sh o u ld  be  a la rm ed  by, b u t a  w ho le  so c ie ty  th a t has been  up ­
ro o ted  in  o rd e r  to  m ak e  w ay  fo r  p erso n a l tran sp o rta tio n .

A s tax p ay ers , ac tiv is ts , and  o rd in ary  c itizen s , w e m u st beg in  d e ­
m an d in g  that o u r c ities  be  defin ed , as th ey  o n ce  w ere , b y  th e  p ed es­
trian . T h e  co n s tru c tio n  o f  w ell-p laced  b ik e  tra ils  an d  w alk in g  paths , 
co u p led  w ith  a  m o ra to riu m  on  n ew  ro ad  d ev e lo p m en t, w o u ld  n o t on ly

th e  to w n s it ap p ro ach ed . B y  fo cu sin g  on  sm all ru ra l to w n s an d  co u n ty  
sea ts  in th e  S ou th , W al-M art sp read  rap id ly  an d  eas ily  d o m in a te d  th e  
loca l, in d ep en d en t c o m p e titio n . T h ey  w ere  w e lco m ed  as a  sig n  o f  
p ro g ress , so p h is tica tio n  an d  low  p rices.

C itie s  p re tty  m u c h  p a id  fo r  W al-M arts  to  co m e  to  to w n . In ex­
ch an g e  fo r  e x p ec ted  sa les  tax  rev en u es  an d  jo b  o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  the  
co m m u n ity , c itie s  o ffe red  p ro p e rty  tax  b reak s an d  in fra s tru c tu re  su b ­
s id ies , so m e tim es ev en  ta x -e x e m p t b o n d s to  fin an ce  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  
th e  n ew  b u sin e ss. W al-M art p re fe rs  b u ild in g  o n  th e  o u tsk ir ts  o f  to w n , 
w h e re  lan d  is n o t o n ly  ch eap e r, b u t i t ’s a lso  n o t z o n ed  as “ c o m m er­
c ia l” . T h is  a llo w s W al-M art to  n o t o n ly  av o id  th e  reg u la tio n s  th a t 
o th e r  m e rch an ts  h ad  to  pay, b u t a lso  b u ild  la rg er p a rk in g  lo ts to  co n ­
v e n ie n c e  su b u rb a n ite s . S uch  
tac tic s  ̂ e a v e  d o w n to w n  areas , 
fo rm erly  th e  heart and  an ch o r 
o f  a  com m unity , to  b ecom e ho l­
low  co res w here  the m ajo rity  o f  
c itiz e n s  n e ith e r  liv e  n o r  sh o p  
an y m o re . C o m m erce  sp read s  to  th e  ed g e  o f  c itie s , an d  W al-M art, 
a lo n g  w ith  o th e r  fran c h ises , o v erru n s th e  landscap e . Ju s t lo o k  around .

A sid e  from  th e  p ro m ised  jo b s  an d  sa les  tax  w in d fa lls , w h a t o th e r  
e ffec ts  d o  W al-M arts  h av e  on  c o m m u n itie s?  M o n e y  sp e n t in W al- 
M a rt (o r  an y  c h a in )  d o e s n ’t  stay  in th e  local econom y. P ro fits  go  
b ack  to  th e  co rp o ra te  o ffice  to  be  d iv id ed  a m o n g s t s to c k h o ld e rs  and  
ex ecu tiv es . W al-M art do es o ffe r  jo b s , b u t o v e rw h e lm in g ly  th ey  are  
m in im u m  w ag e  jo b s 2 w ith  no  b e n e f its3 an d  z e ro  jo b  security . H o w ’s 
th a t fo r  a  v is io n  o f  th e  fu tu re?

E co n o m ic  im p ac t s tu d ies , like an y  s ta tis tic , can  be  in te rp re ted  
m an y  w ays. S u re , a  n ew  W al-M art w ill b r in g  in n ew  jo b s  an d  ad d  
m illio n s  to  the  co m m erc ia l tax  base . B ut w h a t a b o u t th e  b u sin e sse s  
th a t c lo se  in W al-M art’s w ak e  an d  th e  jo b s  lost th e re?  In G reen fie ld ,

m ak e  o u r c ities  m ore beau tifu l and  open , b u t it w ou ld  a lso  m ak e  us 
health ier. It w o u ld  free up b illio n s o f  d o lla rs  every  y e a r  w h ich  cou ld  
g o  to w ard s th e  c rea tio n  o f  an effec tiv e  p u b lic  tran sp o rta tio n  system , 
w h ich  w ou ld  in tu rn  h e lp  re lieve  the g ro w in g  c lass  g ap  p lag u in g  o u r 
country . W e co u ld  call fo r accu racy  a t the  g as pum p, ra is in g  the  p rice 
o f  fuel so  th a t it a c cu ra te ly  re flec ts  the  true  co st th a t ca rs  hav e  on  o u r 
lives and  im m ed ia te ly  d im in ish  th e  n u m b er o f  c a r  users.

A s w ith  a ll issues, th e  k ey  is to  stay  in fo rm ed  and  m ak e  y o u r 
v o ice  heard . T h ere  are  th o u sa n d s p eo p le  in th is co u n try  ca llin g  fo r the  
reform  o f  o u r ca r-ad d ic ted  soc ie ty  and  th ey  hav e  a  w ea lth  o f  d ecen t 
in fo rm ation  am o n g st them . A cco m p an y in g  th is  artic le  is list o f  good  
so u rces to  s ta rt w ith  so  th a t y o u  m ig h t a lso  h e lp  in c rea tin g  a  soc ie ty  
based  m o re  upon  ra tio n a lity  than  upon speed , m o re  upon  co m m u n ity  
th an  up o n  th e  suburbs. S om eday , w e w ill lo o k  b a c k  an d  w o n d er how  
w e  ev e r le t th e  au to m o b ile  tak e  u s  o v e r  so o v erw helm ing ly , b u t w e 
w ill revel in  th e  fac t th a t w e  w ere  sm art en o u g h  to  ch an g e  it and  bring  
ab o u t a m o re  h ea lth y  (an d  re lax ed ) p lanet.
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M y  local p u b lic  lib ra ry  h as fiv e  b io g rap h ies  o f  W al-M art an d /o r  
its fo u n d e r S am  W alton . N o t un u su a l fo r su ch  a  w ea lth y  A m erican  
figure bu t th e  p rob lem  lies in how  overw h elm in g ly  o ne-sided  the  books

read . T h e  M a d e  in  A m e ric a  
se ries , a  co llec tio n  o f  b io g ra ­
p h ie s fo r  ch ild ren  ab o u t e n tre ­
p ren eu rs  like M a ry  Kay, R oss 
P ero t and  Sam  W alton , o ffers 
th is  reaso n in g  fo r  W al-M art’s

e ffe c t o n  lo ca l eco n o m ies:
A s ev ery  su c c e ss fu l id e a  to o k  o f f  S am  k ep t try in g  to  co m e up 

w ith n ew  w ays to  g e t  m o re  cu sto m ers . In  th e  1 9 7 0 ’s, p h a rm a c y  a n d  
p e t  d e p a r tm e n ts  w ere  ad d ed , a lo n g  w ith  au to m o tiv e  cen te rs , w here  
c a r s  c o u ld  b e  fix ed . I f  th ese  a t tr a c tio n s  p u t  th e  lo c a l  p e t  sh o p  o r  d ru g  
s to re  o u t o f  business, S am  w as m o re  th a n  w illin g  to  h ire  th e  fo rm e r  
owner. N o t on ly  d id  th is  p ro v id e  th e  p e r s o n  w ith  a  jo b , b u t it a lso  
te n d e d  to  b r in g  th e ir  f o rm e r  c u s to m e rs  to  W a l-m a r t .  ( K e i th  
G re e n b e rg ’s S am  W alton : A m e r ic a ’s  M o st S u ccessfu l S h o p k eep er)

S o  by  th is  lo g ic , i f  y o u r  local m ech an ic  g o es  o u t o f  bu sin ess 
b ecau se  o f  W al-M art, th en  he  can  sim p ly  go  w o rk  fo r  W al-M art’s 
au to m o tiv e  d ep a rtm en t a t a  frac tio n  o f  th e  sa la ry ?  A n d  i f  d o w n to w n  
b u sin e sse s  c a n ’t  co m p e te  w ith  W al-M art, th en  th ey  sh o u ld  c lo se  up



an d  head  to  W al-M art?  O n ly  o n e  o f  th e  b o o k s on  W al-M art, B ob 
O r te g a ’s In  S am  We T rust a p p ro ach es  th e  su b je c t in an y  so rt o f  critica l 
m anner. S uch  v o ices  a n d  q u es tio n s  m u st b e  ad d ed  to  th e  d isc o u rse  i f  
th e re ’s to  be  an y  ch an ce  o f  an  au to n o m o u s fu tu re . T h e  lan d scap e  
(p h y sica l, eco n o m ic  and  cu ltu ra l) is b e in g  m ap p ed  co n stan tly , an d  a 
c ritica l ey e  (an d  v o ice) b eco m es n ecessa ry  fo r  su rv ival.

I t ’s  n o t re a lly  a  c o rp o ra te  s to c k h o ld e r  s  m e e t in g . . .  is  it?
I t ’s  a  h a p p e n in g - i t ’s  a  rev ival.

- S am  W alton  o n  W al-M art’s a n n u a l re trea ts
In 1985, F o rb e s  m ag az in e  a n n o u n ced  Sam  W alton  as th e  r ich est 

m an  in A m erica . H e w o n  th e  a w ard  five y ea rs  in a  row . T h a t d id n ’t 
q u ite  ge l w ith  th e  im ag e  h e  m e tic u lo u s ly  cu ltiv a ted  o f  b e in g  a  d o w n - 
to -E arth , h u m b le  b u sin e ssm a n  w h o  d ro v e  fro m  sto re  to  sto re  in a  bea t- 
up p ick -u p  truck . W alton  m ad e  co n tin u a l av u n cu la r  an d  h an d -w rin g ­
ing  sto re  v isits . B y lis ten in g  ea rn es tly  to  the  w o rk e rs  an d  w earin g  a 
n am e  tag  ( ju s t lik e  th e  o n es  th e y  w o re), W alton  su b lim a ted  w o rk e r 
d issa tis fac tio n  w ith  g la d -h a n d in g  an d  S o u th ern  charm . B y  m ak in g  
h im se lf  acce ss ib le  on  o ccas io n , W alton  w as  ab le  to  pacify , a t least 
tem p o rarily , th e  leg itim a te  g rip es o f  em p lo y ees .

W alton’s m an ag em en t sty le  is ex em plified  bes t in the  an nual W al- 
M a rt re trea ts . T h e  re trea ts  in co rp o ra te  e lem en ts  o f  h ig h  sc h o o l p ep  
ra llie s  an d  4 th  o f  Ju ly  parad es . “ M r. S am ” sp e lls  o u t th e  W al-M art 
nam e ch eerlead e r-s ty le  b e fo re  a sk in g  i f  ev e ry o n e  w as “ th in k in g  abo u t 
d o in g  th ese  e x tra  little  th in g s” fo r c u s to m e r  se rv ice . T h en  he  lead s a 
ro u sin g  sin g -a -lo n g  o f  “ G o d  B less A m e ric a ”  and  a t the  h e ig h t o f  the 
frenzy, a p o lite  re m in d e r  th a t all th e  ch e e r  w as m e an in g le ss  w ith o u t 
an in crease  in sa les . In tru e  W al-M art fash io n  you  can  g e t re im b u rsed  
fo r m ileag e  to  th e  ev en t b u t n e v e r  g e t a free  rid e  there . T h e  fac t th a t 
W alto n ’s a n tic s  w e re n ’t  d ism isse d  o u tr ig h t (th e  p re s id e n t o f  th e  co m ­
p a n y  p lead in g  o n  o n e  kn ee  fo r  b e tte r  sa les  an d  se rv ice  fro m  h is  em ­
p lo y ees? )  p ro v e s  h is  ch arism a. S uch  fan a tica l re in fo rc e m e n t w o u ld  
seem  absu rd  i f  em plo y ees d id n ’t rem ark  that 52 -h o u r w eek s w ere  m o d ­
est.

S u c h  p a t ro n iz in g  is ty p ic a l  o f  b o th  W a lto n  a n d  W a l-M a rt. 
“ T h e re ’s n o  n eed  fo r  a  u n io n  a t W al-M art!”  th e  n ew  em p lo y ee  h a n d ­
b o o k  ad m o n ish e s . B e a  “ team  m e m b e r” o r  “ asso c ia te ”  in s tea d  o f  a 
u n io n  m em ber. T h e  lib ra ry  w h ere  I w o rk  h as  a  u n io n , b u t m o st em ­
p lo y e e s  co n s id e r  th e  u n io n  du es to o  ex p en s iv e  and  unn ecessa ry . “ W e 
a lread y  hav e  m ed ical b en e fits  an d  w e  g e t pa id  w e ll,”  th ey  tell m e. 
B u t w h a t i f  o u r  m ed ica l c o v e rag e  g o t b e tte r  -  lik e  fu ll co v e rag e  and  
no  d ed u c tib le  o r  c o -p ay m en t?  O r  o u r  p ay  g o t b e tte r?  T h ese  ch an g es

d o n ’t  co m e  fro m  th e  k in d n ess  o f  a d m in ­
is tra tio n  an d  H M O s. Im p ro v e m e n ts  in 
th e  w o rk p la c e  h a p p e n  w h e n  w o rk e rs  
un ite  an d  d e m a n d  such  th ings.

W h ich  is e x ac tly  w h a t a  g ro u p  o f  
W al-M art tru c k e rs  d e c id e d  to  do . In  
1976, W al-M art tru ck  d riv ers  an d  d o ck  
w o rk e rs  a t th e  B e n to n v ille  d is tr ib u tio n  
cen ter, an g ry  at th e  en d less  o v ertim e  ex ­
p e c te d  o f  th e m , ca lled  th e  T eam sters. A t 
th e  t im e , th e  w o rk e rs  w e re  h a n d lin g  
d o u b le  the  w a re h o u se ’s capacity .

W alton  m e t w ith  th e  w o rk e rs  and  
d issu ad ed  th e m  fro m  o rg an iz in g  w ith  a 
m ix  o f  se lf-d e p re c a tio n  (“ I d o n ’t  k n o w  
h o w  I co u ld  hav e  b een  so s tu p id ” ) and  
a n ti-u n io n  se n tim e n t (“ C an  y o u  im ag ­
ine h av in g  so m e  T eam ste r in here sa y ­
ing  y o u  c a n ’t ta lk  to  m e, th a t y o u  have  
to  go  to  th e  u n io n  an d  m ak e  them  ta lk  to 
m e?  Y ou th in k  I ’m g o in g  to  listen  to 
th em  m o re ? ” ). H is p lo y  w o rk ed  an d  the  

w o rk e rs  v o te d  ag a in s t u n io n  rep re sen ta tio n . S u ch  tac tics  a re  ty p ica l 
o f  W alto n ’s ad m in istra tiv e  sty le : p a tr ia rch a l, ch a rm in g  an d  u tte rly  d is­
arm ing .

M o s t W al-M arts  a re  in th e  S ou th  a n d  lo w er m id w es t, w h ich  are  
“r ig h t to  w o rk ”  sta te s, m ean in g  y o u  c a n ’t b e  fo rce d  to  be  a  u n io n  
m e m b e r  ju s t  to  w o rk  in a  p a r tic u la r  trad e  o r  p lace . “ R ig h t to  w o rk ” 
fram es th e  d eb a te  -  th e  p h ra se  im p lies  th a t u n io n s  a re  k eep in g  y o u  
f ro m  th a t g re a t W al-M art jo b . S o m eh o w , th e  p u rp o se  o f  un io n s  has 
b e e n  o b sc u red  b y  b u sin e ss4. H o w  such  a  ro le  rev e rsa l -  m an a g e m e n t 
as th e  w o rk e r ’s frien d  an d  u n io n s  as m ed d leso m e  and  in effec tiv e  -  
cam e  ab o u t is n o th in g  sh o rt o f  a m irac le . A  m ira c le  fo r  bu sin ess lead ­
ers and  co rp o ra te  ea rn in g s tran s la te s  to  a  s lo w  ca n c e r fo r the  m ajo rity  
o f  th e  A m erican  w o rk fo rce .

A s w e  m o v e  in c re a s in g ly  fro m  a  m a n u fa c tu rin g  to  a  se rv ice  
eco n o m y , u n io n s  a n d  th e ir  h a rd -fo u g h t b en e fits  d isappear. W h y  has 
h e a lth  ca re  in c reas in g ly  b eco m e  th e  e m p lo y e e ’s re sp o n s ib ility  ra th e r  
th an  th e  e m p lo y e r ’s o r th e  g o v e rn m e n t’s?  B e cau se  w e  le t o u r  b e n ­
efits  fa ll apart. T h e  4 0 -h o u r  w o rk  w eek , m e d ic a l co v e rag e , an d  p e n ­
sio n s  a re  a ll th e  re su lt  o f  in d iv id u a ls  fo rm in g  u n io n s  an d  f ig h tin g  like 
h e ll to  g e t th e ir  em p lo y e rs  to  c o m p en sa te  th e m  fa irly  fo r  th e ir  labor. 
A s th e  stren g th  o f  u n ions d iss ip a te s , so  d o es  th e ir  b arg a in in g  pow er. 
A t th e  r isk  o f  so u n d in g  o b v io u s, th e re  is  a  d irec t lin k  b e tw een  the  
d ec lin e  in w o rk e r  b en e fits  a n d  th e  w e a k e n in g  o f  u n io n  re p re se n ta ­
tion .

W orker d issa tis fac tio n  a ro se  aga in  in 1981 in Searcy , A rk an sas 
an d  th ey  w ere  an g ry  and  co m m itted  en o u g h  to  s ig n  u n ion  rep re sen ta ­
tio n  cards. T h e  N a tio n a l L a b o r  R e la tio n s  B o ard , w h o  do es ab o u t as 
m u c h  fo r  A m e ric a n  la b o r as th e  A m e ric a n  In d ian  C o u n c il d o es  fo r 
N a tiv e  A m erican s , g iv es c o m p an ies  six  w e e k s  to  p rep a re  fo r  a  un io n  
vo te . W al-M art u se d  th e  tim e  shrew dly . N o t  o n ly  d id  W alton  th rea ten  
to  tak e  aw a y  th e ir  p ro fit-sh a rin g 4 b u t he  a lso  sa id  p o in t-b lan k  h e ’d 
sh u t d o w n  th e  p lace  b e fo re  h e ’d le t a  u n io n  in. I f  th a t w a sn ’t  en o u g h , 
m an a g e m e n t e rec ted  a 9 0 -fo o t long  b u lle tin  b o ard  d e ta ilin g  all the  
v io le n t s tr ik es  an d  c o rru p tio n  th e  T eam ste rs  h av e  ev e r  had . N eed less  
to say, W al-M art w o n  th e  vote.

W al-M art rem ains the  largest no n-un ion ized  com p an y  in the co u n ­
try 5. W al-M art h as o n e  u n io n ized  sto re , an d  i t ’s in C an ad a  w h e re  th e  
O n ta rio  co u rts  had  to  ru le  th a t W al-M art in tim id a ted  w o rk e rs  an d  d e ­
m a n d  th a t th e  u n io n  be  reco g n ized . U n io n  d riv es at W al-M art w ill 
hav e  a  fo rm id ab le  b u t n o t im p o ss ib le  task  ahead  o f  them . T h e  crucia l 
p o in t, and  o n e  th a t u n io n s sh o u ld  e m p h as ize , is th a t p o p -p sy ch o lo g y  
is n o t th e  sam e as w o rk e r ’s r ig h ts . B e in g  c a lled  an  “ asso c ia te ”  does



n o t g iv e  y o u  an y  m o re  sa y  in  h o w  th in g s  a re  ru n  a n d  h o w  y o u  are 
co m p en sa ted . A  p ep  ra lly  isn ’t  a  ra ise . A g a in , su ch  u n d e rs tan d in g s  
a re  o b v io u s  bu t need  to  be  re ite ra ted  c u m u la tiv e ly  to  sh o w  th e  p o w er 
d y n am ic  a t w ork .
B u y  A m e ric a n !’

F ew  c o m p an ies  em p lo y  rh e to ric  a s  su c cess fu lly  as W al-M art. 
W al-M art’s “ M a d e  in A m erica” cam p a ig n  tap s d irec tly  in to  the  fee l­
g o o d  co n su m erism  o f  th e  W al-M art ex p e rien ce . W al-M art im p o rts  
m o re  g o o d s  th an  ever, b u t th e  B u y  A m e ric a n  cam p a ig n  p u ts  th e  b u r­
den  o f  th e  lo w est p rice  on  A m erican  m an u fac tu re rs . B asica lly , W al- 
M art g e ts  th e ir  p ro d u c ts  from  w h o e v e r se lls  th e  g o o d s ch eap e st. B ut 
w h en  th ey  ge t it from  an A m erican  m an u fac tu re r, th e  p ro d u c t is hyp ed  
w ith  “ M ade in A m e ric a ”  s igns. “ O n e  o f  o u r b ig  o b jec tiv es  w as to pu t 
the h ea t on  A m erican  m an u fac tu re rs  to  lo w er th e ir  p rices”  ad m itted  a 
W al-M art b o a rd  m em ber. A n d  i f  A m erican  m an u fac tu re rs  c a n ’t c o m ­
p e te  w ith  fo re ig n  c o m p e tito rs , th en  i t ’s th e ir  o w n  fau lt, r ig h t?  T here  
is causality . T h ere  is a  pa ttern . A n d  th e  W al-M art s lo g an  o f  “ K eep  
A m e ric a  S tro n g ” b eg s th e  q u es tio n  o f -  s tro n g  fo r  w h o m ?

“ G reen ” p ro d u c ts  cam e  in to  th e ir  o w n  in the  9 0 s as p ub lic  c o n ­
sc io u sn ess o f  the  en v iro n m en ta l co n su m er repercu ss io n s g rew 5. Soon, 
ev e ry  sto re  tap p ed  in to  “ sav in g  the  w o rld ” by  b uy ing  th ings w ith  som e 
sort o f  recy c led  con ten t. I ’m  ce rta in ly  n o t ag a in s t m ore E a rth -frien d ly  
p ro d u c ts , b u t th e  labels need  to  be  ex am in ed . K now  th e  d iffe ren ce  
b e tw een  “re c y c le d ” and  “ re cy c lab le”  p ack ag in g . T ake, fo r ex am p le , 
th e  “ e c o -frie n d ly ” p a p e r to w els  av a ilab le  a t W al-M art. T h ese  c h lo ­
r in e -b leac h ed , u n -rec y c lab le  p a p e r to w els  w rap p ed  in p las tic  g e t a 
g reen  tag  b ecau se  the  c a rd b o a rd  tu b e  is recy c led . S u re  the  recy c led  
tu b e  is a g o o d  sta rt, bu t w h at ab o u t th e  rest o f  the  p ro d u c t and  p a c k a g ­
ing?

O n  a  larger sca le , W al-M art’s ch a rity  d em an d s a  c lo se r  lo o k  as 
w ell. D esp ite  p h ila n th ro p y  a t less th an  h a lf  th e  a v e rag e  co rp o ra tio n , 
W al-M art can  a p p e a r g e n e ro u s  an d  carin g  by  g iv in g  o u t $ 1 ,0 0 0  h igh 
sch o o l sch o la rsh ip s  in sm all to w n s w h ere  such  g es tu re s seem  g ran d  
an d  sw eep in g . W al-M art a lso  m a tch es  fu n d s f ro m  em p lo y ee  bak e  
sa les. A  p a tte rn  ex is ts  o f  m ax im u m  p u b lic ity  a t a  m in im u m  o f  effo rt 
an d  cost. W hich  is n o t to  d ecry  the  sc h o la rsh ip s , o n ly  to  p o in t ou t 
th e ir  to k en  natu re . I f  p h ilan th ro p y  an d  th e  fu tu re  rea lly  d o es  b e lo n g  
to  the  p riv a te  sec to r (i.e . co rp o ra tio n s), w e need  to  d em an d  m u ch  m ore 
fro m  them .

T h e  q u es tio n  o f  in te rn a tio n a l sw ea tsh o p  lab o r m u st a lso  be  a 
p art o f  an y  m ean in g fu l d isc u ss io n  o f  W al-M art. “ A re  y o u  try in g  to 
sav e  th e  w o rld ? ”  w as the  q u es tio n  lab o r a c tiv is t C h a rlie  K em ag h an  
w as  ask ed  w h en  he  s ta rted  h is cam p aig n  ag a in s t sw ea tsh o p s , and  W al- 
M a rt’s K a th ie  L ee G iffo rd  line in  p articu lar. B oth  G iffo rd  and  W al- 
M art w ere  p e rfe c t ta rgets fo r th e  sw ea tsh o p  issue: W al-M art b ecau se  
o f  its  (Rubious “ B u y  A m erican ” cam p a ig n  an d  G iffo rd  b e cau se  her 
im ag e  h in g ed  on  bein g  a ca rin g , C h ris tian  m other. W al-M art d en ied  
th e  a lle g a tio n s , sa y in g  th e y ’d sh u t d o w n  th e  fa c to ry  m o n th s  ago. 
K e m a g h a n  reb u tted , “ P u llin g  o u t o f  F lon d u ras is n o t a  ju s t  so lu tion . 
W h y  n o t se n d  th e  k id s to schoo l an d  h ire  th e ir  p a ren ts?”

A  w eek  later, a M an h a ttan  fac to ry  full o f  g a rm en t w o rk e rs  sick  
o f  o v e rtim e  and  n o t b e in g  pa id  in w eek s ap p ro ach ed  th e  U n ion  o f  
N e e d le -trad es , In d u stria l and  T extile  E m p lo y ees. T h e ir  tim in g  w as 
im p eccab le . T h e  w o rk e rs  w ere  m ak in g  K ath ie  L ee c lo th es  fo r W al- 
M art. In  a d esp era te  b id to save face, G iffo rd ’s h u sb a n d  F rank  G iffo rd  
ru sh ed  to th e  sc en e  w ith  an  en v e lo p e  fu ll o f  h u n d red  d o lla r  b ills  to 
so o th  th e  ire o f  the  an g ry  w ork ers . N o t all s itu a tio n s  can  be  so  eas ily  
rem ed ied , an d  th an k s  to  co u n tle ss  ac tiv is ts  w o rld w id e , th e  issu e  o f  
sw ea tsh o p s  has b eco m e unav o id ab le .

K em ag h an  pushed  h is po in t by  fly ing  in 15 -year-o ld  W endy D iaz, 
a  H o n d u ran  w o rk e r from  th e  K ath ie  L ee  factory . W ould  G iffo rd  ag ree  
to  h e lp  c lean  up th e  sw ea tsh o p s?  W h a t c h o ice  d id  she  hav e?  G iffo rd  
e v en tu a lly  ag reed  to  m ee t D iaz. N o  so o n e r h ad  D iaz  fin ish ed  ex ­
p la in in g  the  c o n d itio n s  in the  fac to rie s  w h en  G iffo rd  b reak s in to  tears

p ro c la im in g  h o w  h a rd  i t ’s b e e n  on  h e r  to o , a ll th is  b a d  pub lic ity . 
S u rrea ln ess  a s id e , th is  an ecd o te  v erifies  th a t ce leb ritie s  and  c o m p a ­
n ies can  be he ld  a c c o u n tab le  fo r  th e ir  ac tions.

W al-M art an d  G iffo rd  re sp o n d ed  by  sa y in g  the  fac to ry  h ad  been 
c lo sed  an d  th e  su b c o n tra c to r  fired . B ut c lo s in g  th e  ex p o sed  sw ea t­
sh o p s isn ’t  th e  answ er. I t g iv es  th e  c o rp o ra tio n s  an d  m an ag e rs  an 
easy  ou t. F o re ig n  la b o r h as b eco m e  an  u n a v o id a b le  p a r t o f  m o d em  
liv ing . E ffo rts  sh o u ld  in stead  be  fo cu sed  on  im p ro v in g  w ag es  and  
c o n d itio n s  in th e  w o rk p lace  w o rld w id e . In d ep en d en t in v es tig a to rs  
an d  u n sc h e d u le d  v isits  to fac to rie s  are  the  on ly  w ay  to  a ch iev e  en ­
fo rce ab le  an d  ju s t  co n d itio n s.
G ive 'em  E n o u g h  R o p e

W al-M art’s o w n  q u o tes  p ro v id e  th e  fuel fo r d ebate . W hen  th ey  
to ld  a  60  M in u tes  re p o rte r  th a t “ th e re  are  goo d  b u sin e ss  p eo p le  an d  
b ad  b u sin e ss  p eo p le . A n d  th e  o n es  w h o  a re n ’t  g o o d  b u sin e ss  p eo p le  
d o n ’t  stay  in b u s in e ss ,”  th e y  re v e a le d  th e ir  o w n  m o ra l ju s tif ic a tio n . 
T h e y  w ere  sa y in g  p o in t-b lan k  th a t fiscal su c cess  is th e  m easu re  o f  a 
b u sin e ss, reg a rd le ss  o f  th e  m eans.

To b a ck -u p  an d  sim p lify , m y  m a jo r p ro b lem  w ith  c ap ita lism  in 
g en era l an d  W al-M art in sp ec ific  lies in w orld  view . R a th e r  th an  se e­
ing d o w n to w n s as un ique , v ia b le  co m m u n itie s , th ey  se e  w eak  b u si­
n esses rip e  fo r takeover. O u tsk ir ts  o f  tow n look  lik e  th e  ideal, cheap  
sp o t fo r a  n ew  S u p ercen te r  ra th e r  th an  a  frag ile  en v iro n m en ta l a rea  to 
be  p ro tec ted  and  m ain ta in ed . P e o p le ’s v a lu e  c o m es fro m  w o rk in g  
th e ir  jo b s  a n d /o r  b u y in g  th e ir  p ro d u c ts . W al-M art’s o b lig a tio n  is to 
tu rn  a  p ro fit  fo r  th e ir  s to ck h o ld e rs . I t’s up  to  in d iv id u a ls  an d  in d i­
v id u a l co m m u n itie s  to  im p o se  an y  sort o f  su s ta in ab ility  an d  m oral 
responsib ility .

We h a v e  a lm o s t a d o p te d  th e  p o s itio n  th a t  i f  so m e  com m unity, f o r  
w h a te v e r  re a so n , d o e s n ’t  w a n t us in there , w e a r e n ’t  in te re s te d  in g o ­
in g  in a n d  c re a tin g  a  fu s s . I  e n c o u ra g e  us to w a lk  a w a y  f ro m  th is  k in d  
o f  tro u b le  b e c a u se  th e re  a r e  j u s t  too  m an y  o th e r  g o o d  tow ns o u t th ere  
w ho d o  w a n t us. - S am  W alton

O p p o s itio n  to  W al-M art in c lu d es n o t ju s t  sm a ll b u sin e ss  o w n ers 
w h o se  liv e lih o o d  is d ire c tly  th rea ten ed , b u t a lso  c o n ce rn ed  e n v iro n ­
m en ta lis ts  an d  co m m u n ity  ac tiv is ts . T h e re  are  p len ty  o f  reaso n s  to  be 
w a ry  o f  W al-M art, d o n ’t  lim it y o u rse lf  to  a  s in g le /s im p lif ied  la b e l10.

W al-M art w ill a ffe c t y o u r  local econom y. L o ca lly -o w n ed  in d ep en ­
d en t sto res w ill c lose. E ven  i f  th e y  are  in ev itab ly  m o v in g  in to  tow n , 
y o u  hav e  a  r ig h t (an d  m oral o b lig a tio n ) to  d em an d  certa in  th in g s from  
them . C ity  c o m m iss io n  an d  p lan n in g  m ee tin g s  are  o v e rw h e lm in g ly  
du ll. B u t to ad d  y o u r v o ice  to  th e  d isc o u rse , y o u  m u st stan d  up an d  be 
heard .

O n e  o f  the  f in est ex am p les  o f  resis tan ce  w as in B ou ld er, C o lo ­
rad o  w h en  W al-M art o ffe red  to  b u ild  an  “ ec o -s to re .”  T h e  sto re  p ro ­
p o se d  a so la r-p o w ered  sig n , sk y lig h ts , a  recy c led  asp h a lt p a rk in g  lot 
and  a  h o ld in g  pon d  fo r w a s te w a te r  and  ru n -o ff  to  irrig a te  th e  sh ru b ­
bery. A t the  B o u ld er  m ee tin g , co u n c il m e m b e r S p en se r  H av lick  su g ­
g ested  th a t th e  en tire  s to re  be  so la r-p o w ered  and  th a t a ffo rd ab le  h o u s­
in g  b e  b u ilt fo r W al-M art w o rk e rs  s in c e  no o n e  w o u ld  b e  ab le  to  a f ­
fo rd  B o u ld e r  ren t on  a  W al-M art sa lary . T h e  re q u e s t w as  m e t w ith



s ilen c e . W a l-M a rt’s t in y  e n v iro n m e n ta l e f fo r ts  s h o u ld n ’t ju s t  be 
m ocked . Instead , w e shou ld  d em and  m ore. N eg o tia tin g  (p lay ing  “ hard 
b a ll” ) is an  u n av o id ab le  p a rt o f  b u sin e ss  and  u n less  y o u  like g e ttin g  
sq u a sh ed , I su g g e st w e sta rt s ta n d in g  up fo r o u rse lv es  an d  o u r  c o m ­
m un ities .

A g ain , th e  key  to  su s ta in ab le  an d  w in n in g  re sis tan ce  is th e  a b il­
ity  to  in te rp re t th e ir  s tra teg ie s  an d  sta tem en ts ; to  n o t ig n o re  th e ir  ads 
in d isgust. O r  w a lk  a w a y  in a  d e fea tis t haze  o f  n ih ilism . B u t to  th in k  
and  ac t/reac t c r itic a lly  to  th e  cu rre n t sta te  o f  affa irs . T h e  d iffe ren ce , 
as w e  say  in  th e  lib ra ry  fie ld , is b e tw een  in fo rm atio n  an d  k n o w led g e . 
B ecau se  you  can  b ea t W al-M art. A n d  1 d o n ’t ju s t  m ean  sh o p liftin g  
can s o f  sp ray  p a in t fro m  th e m 10. S m all g ro u p s o f  c o n ce rn ed  c itizen s 
hav e  sto p p ed  W al-M art fro m  e n te rin g  th e ir  tow ns. I t’s th e  on ly  th in g  
th a t e v e r  has. T h e  fu tu re , as th e  C lash  o n ce  sa id , is  unw ritten .

E n d n o te s  on  th e  c o n sp ira c y  : F o rm e r  W al-M art execu tives now  ru n  
K inko s & B lo ck b u s te r; Jo h n  W alton, h e ir  to the  W al-M art fo r tu n e , is 
a  le a d in g  a d v o c a te  o f  p r iv a tiz in g  sch o o ls . C a v e a t em ptor.

Notes
1. Maybe Disney is as creepy, omnipresent and revelatory as Wal-Mart, but I had to pick 

just one. Go write your own article about the “Celebration” town and failed “America” 
historical theme park.
2. Wal-Mart’s first workers were paid less than half the minimum wage.
3. Jay Bradford, a state senator from Wal-Mart’s home state of Arkansas tried to sue Wal- 
Mart for passing the burden on to the state’s citizenry. Meaning that their part-time, 
minimum-wage workforce made so little money on the job that they often had to turn to 
the state for public assistance. The measure never passed, but its mere presence should 
clue you in to the amount of backlash Wal-Mart necessitates in this battle.
4. Ortega, Bob. In Sam We Trust; p. 287.
5. Admittedly, union corruption and mob ties have done a pretty good job of shooting 
themselves in both feet. But grassroots and rank-and-file labor movements are still a 
valid antidote.
6. Profit-sharing is an incentive program whereby workers can buy Wal-Mart stock at a 
discount. Theoretically, as the company does well, so do the workers who profit from the 
stock’s increased value. A few workers did cash in big in the 80s, but fewer than one in 50 
ever accrued as much as $50,000 in stock {In Sam We Trust, p.349). Such tactics are 
common nowadays in lieu of traditional benefits.
7. Ortega, Bob. In Sam We Trust, p. 220.
8. Environmentalism being the ‘radical’ idea that wrapping non-reusable, non-recyclable 
products in non-reusable, non-recyclable products might not be such a savvy idea. Espe­
cially as landfills fill up much faster than we build them. Not rocket science, but consum­
erism is more often than not based more on escapism than responsibility, especially in 
America.
9. Like people asking why I’m a vegetarian: Is it for health reasons? Spiritual reasons? 
Because you dislike the slaughter of animals? Why not all of the above?
10. While shoplifting from such stores is certainly better than paying, it’s more of a small, 
guerilla tactic than larger community opposition. As the band Palatka says, “If you’re so 
inclined, take refuge in petty theft: put the fun back in funding your own lifestyle and 
revive a dying left.” Just don’t get caught. Wal-Mart does prosecute.
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O ne o f  the  foundations o f  the  ide­
o lo g ie s  b e h in d  th e  p u n k  sc en e  is th a t 
o f  b re a k in g  d o w n  b a rrie rs . W e str iv e  
to  b e  eq u a l; as b an d  m em b ers , show  
o rg an ize rs , z in e  w riters , a rtists , record  
lab e ls , d is tr ib u to rs , fans an d  au d ien ce  
p artic ipan ts. P un k  cu ltu re  w as fo rm ed  
a s 'a  r e a c t io n  to  d is t in c t  “ u s ” an d  
“ th e m ” b o u n d a rie s  th a t w ere  a  d irec t 
re su lt o f  th e  u n ion  betw een  b ig  m o n ey  
an d  en te rta in m en t. P eo p le  th a t w ere  
in te re s ted  in se lf-ex p ress io n  sta rted  to  
tak e  th in g s  in to  th e ir  o w n  h an d s  and  
c r e a te  a v e n u e s  to  m a k e  th e i r  a r t ,  
v o ic e s , an d  so u n d s  seen  an d  heard . 
T h e  D o -It-Y o u rse lf  ideo lo g y  th a t u n ­
d erlies  th e  p u n k  sp irit has been  m a n i­
fe s t in p u n k s  d o in g  sh o w s in th e ir  
b a se m e n ts  an d  liv in g  ro o m s, b an d s 
pu tting  o u t th e ir  ow n  C D s and  records, 
and  and  z in es te rs  p h o to co p y in g  th e ir  
z in es  an d  h an d in g  th em  o u t fo r free. 
T h e se  d a y s  th e re  is a  so lid  n e tw o rk  
c h a ra c te r iz e d  b y  a n  a tm o sp h e re  o f  
co llec tiv ity  and  p rem ised  on  resp ec t, 
f ree d o m  o f  ex p ress io n , an d  h av in g  a 
g o o d  tim e; no t on m ak in g  m oney , b e ­
in g  co o l o r  h a v in g  an y  o n e  p e rso n  in 
ch arg e  to  te ll y o u  w h a t to  do . T h is  
n e tw o rk  se rv es  as a u n ify in g  fo rce  fo r 
z in es , reco rd  lab e ls  an d  th e  “k id s” to  
c o m m u n ic a te  w ith  e a c h  o th e r  a n d  
sh o rten  th e  d istan c e  b e tw een  th e  c it­
ies and  to w n s th ey  live in. T h is  is  the  
b as is  fo r a  s tro n g  n e tw o rk  o f  p eo p le  
w h o  a re  d o in g  th in g s  fo r th em se lv e s  
an d  k e ep in g  th e  sp ir it o f  p u n k  alive.

In la te  1989, I m o v e d  to  N ew  
Y ork C ity , ea g e r to  g e t inv o lv ed  in the  
scene . T h e  tim e  w a s  ripe  fo r a new  
m o v em en t and  I found  a  g roup  o f  fo lks 
s ta rtin g  to  o rg an ize  reg u la r  sh o w s in a 
co llec tive  art space know n as A B C  N O  
R IO  (a  p a rtia lly  d ere lic t bu ild in g  deep  
in the  lo w er eas t s id e  o f  M anha ttan ). 
W ith an  a rt gallery , and  a p e rfo rm an ce  
sp a ce  fo r sp o k en  w o rd , p o e try  an d  o c ­
cas io n a l liv e  m u sic  show s, th is  w as a 
c o m m u n ity  a r ts  c e n te r  w ith  a  lo t o f  
po ten tia l. T h o u g h  the  a rts  co llec tiv e  
h ad  been  a ro u n d  fo r o v e r a decad e , the  
early  90s sp aw n ed  th e  evo lu tion  a t 156 
R iv in g to n  S tre e t w ith  th e  “ S a tu rd ay  
M atin ee .”  T h ese  w eek ly  hard co re  and  
p u n k  sh o w s b ro u g h t on  th e  fo rm a tio n  
o f  a v en u e  th a t w ou ld  be “ co llec tive ly - 
run , a ll ag es , n o t-fo r-p ro fit; su p p o rt­
ing  b an d s  th a t are  n o t se x ist, ra c is t o r  
h o m o p h o b ic .”  It w as an  en v iro n m en t 
rich  w ith  soc ia l an d  po litica l ac tiv ism , 
a rtis tic  ex p ress io n  an d  a  s trong  co llec ­
tiv e  co m m u n ity -b ased  spirit. F o r an y ­
o n e  w h o  h a s  b een  in v o lv ed  in  an y  o f



ABC NO RIO’s diverse ac­
tivities over the years, they 
know it’s a place that has 
touched people’s hearts 
deeply and made a tremen­
dous impact on everyone in­
volved.

For me, the punk com­
munity and ABC NO RIO are 
completely interwoven. This 
is a place that has been the 
focal point of my life for the 
eight intense years that I lived 
in New York City. The col­
lective spirit and idea that ev­
eryone is part of a whole has 
always been at the heart of 
the existence of ABC NO 
RIO. The faces in the crowd, 
the organizers of events and 
all the others make up a true 
community. A place like 
ABC NO RIO helps us to re­
member that the foundation 
of equality is that the “us” 
and “them” are one in the 
same. These photos are a 
tribute to the people who 
passed through the punk 
shows in the early 90s at ABC 
NO RIO. 



T h ro u g h o u t A B C  N O  R IO 's  
e x is te n c e , th e re  h as  b e e n  a 
s tru g g le  to  slip  th ro u g h  the  
c rack s o f  th e  sy s tem  in o rd e r  
to  s ta y  a liv e . To th is  day , 
A B C  N O  R IO  is still f igh t­
ing  th e  c ity  to  keep  th e  space  
open  an d  ac tiv e . C u rren tly  
th e  co llec tiv e  is in th e  p ro ­
c e s s  o f  r a i s in g  m o n e y  to  
b r in g  th e  b u i ld in g  u p  to  
code— at w hich  p o in t th e  city  
w ill sell the  b u ild in g  to  the 
co llec tiv e  fo r a  token  am oun t 
o f  $1. A B C  N O  R IO  is an 
e x trao rd in a ry  p lace! It is a 
p e rfe c t e x am p le  o f  w h a t can  
b e  d o n e  w h e n  a g ro u p  o f  
p eo p le  hav e  d ed ica ted  th e m ­
se lv e s  to  su p p o r tin g  so m e ­
th in g  th a t they  b e lie v e  in. I f  
an y o n e  is in te rested  in m a k ­
ing  a  d o n a tio n  to  A B C  N O  
R IO . h e lp in g  o u t. o r  ju s t  g e t­
ting  m ore in form ation , please 
w rite  to  A B C  N O  R IO  156 
R iv ing ton  St., N ew  Y ork. N Y  
10002



R o g u e  R i d e r s

H a r l e y  D a v i d s o n  a n d  t h e  B i r t h  o f  t h e  B i k e r  O u t l a w

M o to rcy c le s  c o m m a n d  an  a lm o st ico n ic  p o s itio n  in  A m erican  
p o p u la r  cu ltu re , sy m b o liz in g  reb e llio n  ag a in s t o r  a  re trea t from  the  
se cu rity  o f  sta id , m id d le -c la ss  life. T h e  im age o f  the  lone  r id e r  in get- 
a w ay /escap is t ro ck  son g s like B ob S e g e r ’s, “ R o ll M e A w ay,”  o r the 
a m b iv a le n t fig u re  o f  th e  o u tlaw  b ik e r  rep re sen t a  d es ire  to  b e  free  o f  a 
ro u tin ize d  d a ily  ex is te n ce  m ark ed  b y  w o rk , co n su m p tio n , an d  te le v i­
sion.

B rock  Y ates cap tu res th is  sp ir it in h is O u tlaw  M ach in e : H arley -  
D a v id so n  a n d  th e  S e a rc h  f o r  th e  A m erican  S ou l (L ittle , B row n, 1999). 
H e te lls  the  h is to ry  o f  th e  co m p an y  th a t p ro d u ces  the  m o to rc y c les 
m o st c lo se ly  asso c ia ted  w ith  th e  p h en o m en o n  and  ab o u t the  peop le  
w h o  r id e  them .

Y ates, ed ito r-a t- la rg e  fo r  C a r  a n d  D r iv e r  m ag az in e , h as a lso  
w ritte n  n u m ero u s  sc ree n p la y s  in c lu d in g  “ T h e  C a n n o n b a ll R u n ” and  
“ S m o k ey  an d  th e  B and it II.”  A m o n g  h is o th e r  b o o k s  are  The D ec lin e  
a n d  F a l l  o f  th e  A m e ric a n  A u tom ob ile  In d u stry , The C r it ic a l  P a th , and  
D e a d  in  th e  W ater.

c la m o r  sp o k e  to  B ro c k  Y ates a t h is  h o m e  n o rth  o f  N e w  Y ork
C ity.

c la m o r: H o w  d id  H a rle y -D a v id so n  m o to rcy c le  b eco m e a n  o u t­
la w  m a c h in e ?  Was it a lw ay s  like th a t?

B ro c k  Y ates : N o , it r e a lly  w a s n ’t. T h e  fo u n d e rs , th e  th re e  
D av idson  b ro th ers  an d  th e ir  pal, W illiam  H arley , w h o  c rea ted  the  co m ­
p a n y  in  1903, im ag in ed  it in itia lly  as a  tra n sp o rta tio n  d ev ice , as a 
r iv a l to  th e  au to m o b ile , as m o st o f  th e  ea rly  m o to rc y c le  m an u fac tu r­
e rs  d id .

B u t H enry  F ord  b lew  th a t w h o le  idea  aw ay  w h en  he  w as ab le  to



build a Model T which was almost as inexpensive as a motorcycle 
and obviously a whole lot more versatile. So, through the 1920s and 
30s, it slowly transformed itself into a sporting machine which it re­
mains today.

The outlaw image was created in 1947 following a famous mini­
riot in Hollister, California that got blown all out of proportion with a 
picture that appeared in Life magazine. Then, o f course, the “Wild 
One” film came along in 1954 with Marlon Brando, even though he 
rode a Triumph in the movie, but it still enhanced the Harley image.

Also, there was the public awareness of the Hells Angels, and all 
the biker flics of the ‘60s like “Easy Rider” that helped to create the 
outlaw imagery of Harley-Davidson. The company tried in vain to 
turn that idea around; they hated the idea that they were viewed as 
anything other than your normal white bread, all-American product. 
Now, they’ve become more comfortable with their image and are pretty 
cleverly exploiting it.

In your book, Outlaw Machine, you describe the 1947 incident 
referred to as ‘‘the raid o f the cyclists. " Wasn't there a  short story by 
that name at the time?

Yes, in Harper’s magazine in 1950, which was the inspiration 
for the Stanley Kramer’s 1954 movie with Brando and Lee Marvin. 
But again, “Cyclists Raid,” the title of that short story, was based on 
the Hollister riot, so they all were linked together and created the 
imagery of bikers as bad guys on motorcycles who were going to ride 
into your town and rape and pillage.

There has always been a distinction between the so-called good 
motorcyclist and what has been called the one percenters. The Hells 
Angels used to wear “1%"patches. They were the one percent bad 
guys, but the idea o f outlaw bikers obviously had to have some exist­
ence in reality.

Oh yeah sure. There is no question that the motorcycle clubs of 
the late ‘40s grew out of World War II. Every war has young men who 
come home and are uncomfortable with peace time. We had the open­
ing of the great Western frontiers after the Civil War, and the so-called 
Lost Generation after World War I in the roaring ‘20s. World War II 
produced a lot of young men that didn’t just want a peace time life. 
Out of that came hot-rodding and also motorcycle clubs. The Hells 
Angels were created in Southern California in Fontana and San 
Bernadino, and other working class towns in 1948.

But they weren’t the first There were a whole bunch of what we 
now refer to as outlaw clubs or “gangs” that were already in business 
and operating widely in Southern California prior to the Angel’s cre­
ation.

Tell us some o f their names.
The Booze Fighters and the Pissed off Bastards of Bloomington, 

which I thought was a particularly good one. They were a pretty wild 
bunch of guys and for the most part were veterans of World War II 
who had come home and wanted to continue to raise some hell. It was 
hard for a lot of guys to make that adjustment from outright warfare 
to come home to what was a placid existence, especially in southern 
California.

You mentioned the mini-riot in Hollister, California in the late 
40's and suddenly the image o f motorcycle riders changes completely. 
Before that was the image o f motorcycles either neutral or benign?

Yes, but they always had a kind of raffish image. Adventurers 
tended to ride motorcycles, especially in the ‘20s and ‘30s. The ma­
chines were high powered, fast and dangerous; they were difficult to 
ride, and it took a lot of skill and bravery to ride a big motorcycle 
especially like a Harley-Davidson, an Indian, a Henderson, or an Ex­

celsior—some of the early bikes. You had to be a pretty ballsy guy to 
climb onto one of those things to begin with. There were a lot of 
varied social riders and people who cruised around at relatively low 
speeds, but there was always the element of guys who were hard rid­
ers. They rode fast, and they rode hard. In Los Angeles and other big 
cities, there was always an element, who were not known then as 
“bikers,” but guys who hung around motorcycles shops and tended to 
operate a little bit on the edge of the law. So, there was always a 
certain quality of outlaw associated with parts of the motorcycle cul­
ture.

In Detroit in the 1950s there was a badass club that all rode 
Triumphs. The only Harleys around were the big, fat-wheeled ones 
that looked like ones that traffic cops rode. How did Triumphs disap­
pear and the Harleys take over?

A couple of things happened. British bikes were pretty well ac­
cepted. Brando rode a Triumph in the “Wild One,” although Lee 
Marvin, who plays a bad guy, rode a Harley. Harley-Davidson won 
its imagery by default in the sense that British motorcycles—Triumphs, 
BSAs, Nortons, etc.— fell on hard times because of the invasion of 
Japanese motorcycles in the late ‘50s and early ‘60s. They began to 
drive the Brits out of the marketplace and Indian had already gone out 
of business in 1954.

By the middle 1960s, if you wanted a big American motorcycle, 
and many veterans had pretty strong feelings about “Buy American”—  
there was always a patriotic element associated with the motorcycle 
clubs—they really had no choice but to ride a Harley. Especially if 
you wanted a large displacement, big, noisy, tough-guy motorcycle, it 
was the only one on the market.



T h e  c h o p p e r w as c rea ted  in  th e  m id d le  1950s b y  cu s to m ize rs , 
m a in ly  in so u th e rn  C a lifo rn ia , b u t th e  c o n c e p t sp read  a ro u n d  to  o th e r  
b ig  c ities . T h e re  w ere  a lo t o f  spa re  parts  av a ila b le  fo r H arley s and 
y o u  w ere  ab le  to  cu s to m ize  an d  m ess a ro u n d  w ith  th em  a  lo t ea s ie r 
th an  y o u  w ere  ab le  to  do  w ith  B ritish  cy c le s , an d  Ja p a n e se  m o to r­
c y c le s  w e re  c o n s id e re d  u n a c c e p ta b le . Y ou ju s t  d id n ’t  r id e  a  “ rice  
b u rn er.” T h ey  w ere  n e v e r c o n s id e red  p art o f  th e  m o to rc y c le  cu ltu re  in 
th a t sense.

W hat w as th e  re a c tio n  a t  H a r le y -D a v id so n  h e a d q u a r te r s ?  I ’m 
re m in d e d  o f Z ig  Z a g  c ig a re tte  ro llin g  p a p e r s  d u r in g  th e  1960s w hen 
th e  d ra w in g  o f  th e  Z ig  Z a g  m an  on  th e  w ra p p e r  b ecam e  th e  em blem  
o f  m a r iju a n a  sm oking. The co m p an y  ab so lu te ly  d e n ie d  th e ir  p ro d u c t 
w as  b e in g  u se d  f o r  i l le g a l p u rp o se s . So, h e r e ’s  th is  s ta id , o ld  lin e  
m o to rc y c le  f i rm  a n d  th e ir  p ro d u c t is b e in g  r a d ic a lly  c h o p p e d  a n d  
b eco m in g  th e  em blem  o f  outlaw ry . H o w  d id  they  r e a c t  to th a t?

O h, th ey  h a ted  it. In fac t, th ey  w ere  the  o n es w h o  o rig in a te d  the  
p h rase , “ o n e  p e rcen te rs ,” th ro u g h  th e ir  p ub lic  re la tio n s firm . T hey  
d en o u n ced  th ese  g u y s w h o  w ere  ch o p p in g  m o to rc y c le s  u p , say in g  
th ey  w ere  o n ly  o n e  p e rcen t o f  the  m ark e t an d  th e re fo re , d o n ’t pay  any  
a tten tio n  to  th em . T h a t w as  p re tty  in te re s tin g  b e cau se  th e  m o to rc y c le  
c lu b s , th e  H e lls  A n g e ls  an d  th e  o th ers , th e  P ag an s an d  th e  O u tlaw s, 
th o u g h t th a t w as p re tty  goo d , so  they  im m ed ia te ly  a cce p te d  th a t a p ­
p e lla tio n  an d  sa id , “Y eah, w e  are  o n e  p e rc e n te rs .”  It b ecam e  a b ad g e  
o f  h o n o r  th a t h ad  b ack fire d  on  H arley -D av id so n  a lth o u g h  th e y  co n ­
tin u ed  r ig h t th ro u g h  the  ‘60s to  re fu se  to se rv ice  a  H arley  th a t had 
b een  ch o p p e d  o r  c u s to m ize d . T h ey  w o u ld n ’t  h o n o r  w a rra n tie s  fo r 
m o to rc y c le s  th a t had  b een  cu s to m ize d , o r  c h o p p ed  u p  as th ey  lik ed  to  
call them  in th o se  days. H arley -D av id so n  hated  th is  rebel s id e  o f  th e ir  
im age fo r  a  lo n g  tim e.

D id  th e  su d d e n  a p p e a ra n c e  in th e  n a tio n a l  c o n sc io u sn ess  o f  the  
H ells  A ngels, b e g in n in g  in  th e  m id -1 9 6 0 s in  th e ir  co n fro n ta tio n  w ith 
p o e t  A llen  G in sb e rg  a n d  th e  a n ti-w a r  m ovem en t in  C a lifo rn ia , a n d  
th en  m ovies like "E asy  R id e r  ” w ith  P e te r  F o n d a  a n d  J a c k  N icho lson , 
a n d  B ra n d o  in th e  "W ild  O ne, ” g iv e  r is e  to  a  g r e a t  u p su rg e  in s a le s?

N o , n o t really . H arley -D av id so n  w as in a  w h o le  lot o f  financia l 
tro u b le  th ro u g h o u t the  1960s and  early  ‘70s, m ain ly  b ecause  they  w ere  
n o t ad d ress in g  th is  r is in g  m ark e t. T h ey  w e re  co n tin u in g  to  b u ild  b ig  
cru isers, the  b ig  S uper G lides, and  the  m o n ste r b aggers, the  b ig  ch rom e­
laden , h eav y w e ig h t m o to rc y c le s. T h ey  b u ilt th e  S p o rts te r  b ack  in the 
la te  ‘50s an d  th ey  had  so m e  sp o rty  m o to rc y c le s , bu t fo r th e  m o st part 
th e y  w ere  ad d ress in g  a  m o re  co n v en tio n a l, a  m o re  tra d itio n a l c u s­
to m e r  base .

T h e  w h o le  reb e l s id e  o f  th e ir  im age rea lly  p assed  th em  by  until 
the  g ran d so n  o f  o n e  o f  th e  fo u n d ers , W illy  G. D av id so n , w h o  is a 
b rillian t des ig n er, se n sed  w h a t w as g o in g  on o u t th ere , and  c rea ted  a 
se rie s  o f  m o to rc y c le s  in th e  1970s th a t reach ed  o u t to  th is  m o re  raff­
ish , m o re  a d v e n tu r is t  s id e  o f  th e ir  c u s to m e rs . It w a s  re a lly  th is  
D av id so n  an d  a  co u p le  o f  o th e r  g u y s  w h o  w ere  ab le  to  id en tify  w h at 
is rea lly  th e  tru e  H arley -D av id so n  im age now .

Well it  s  c h a n g e d  a  lot. I  w as j u s t  in R o y a l O ak, a  tren d y  D e tro it  
su b u rb , a n d  in  f ro n t  o f  a n  u p sc a le  b a r  w ere  m ay b e  2 5  H arley s . A 
f r i e n d  o f  m ine sa id , "G ee, m ust b e  a  lo t o f  law y ers  in  there. "

Y eah, R U B S — rich  u rb an  b ikers. T h e y  a re  the  m o th e r  lo d e  o f  
p ro sp e rity  fo r  H arley -D av id so n  r ig h t now . S o m e o ld  line b ik e rs  h av e  
sa id  to  m e, “ G eez , w e  c a n ’t  a ffo rd  th em  an y m o re .”  T h ese  a re  w o rk ­
ing  stiffs  w h o  w o rk ed  hard  to  a ffo rd  a  $ 7 ,0 0 0  o r  $ 8 ,0 0 0  m o to rc y c le , 
b u t n o w  a  lo t o f  th e  b e tte r  H arley s  are  g o in g  fo r  $ 15 ,000 an d  $ 16,000. 
So, i t ’s p re tty  p ricey  and  th ere  is a  d iffe ren t c u s to m e r  base. A m uch  
b ig g e r  on e , an d  o n e  th a t h as p ro d u ced  an  aw fu l lo t o f  p ro fit  fo r the  
com pany , b u t th e re  a re  a  d iffe ren t b u n ch  o f  g u y s  b u y in g  th em  now .

D o e s  th e  
su b title  o f  y o u r  
b o o k , “ T h e  
S e a rc h  f o r  th e  
A m e r i c a n  
S o u l ,  ’’ m e a n  
th e  m a c h in e  it­
s e l f  s u g g e s t s  
s o m e t h i n g  
a b o u t  u s  a s  a  
p e o p le ?

I t  w a s  
m e a n t to  im p ly  
a  certa in  lam ent 
fo r  lo ss  o f  ind i- 
v id u a l i t y ,  a 
se n se  o f  loss o f  
th e  o p en  road , 
and  the  sen se  o f
free d o m  th a t in a  b ro ad  m an n er H arley -D av id so n  rep re sen ts . It is a 
v e ry  su b tle  fee lin g , b u t so m e th in g  I th in k  H arley  r id e rs  in  p a rtic u la r  
feel v e ry  s trong ly . T h e re  is a s tro n g  se n se  o f  ad v en tu re  an d  in d iv id u ­
ality. I t’s an  u n ru ly  m o to rc y c le ; it can  b e  ill-m an n ered  and  tric k y  to 
ride. It can  be  reb e llio u s. It has a lot o f  A m erican  q u a litie s ; i t ’s a very  
A m erican  p roduct.

The H a r le y  h a s  n o t b eco m e c o n f in e d  to  law yers. W hen y o u  se e  
th ese  h u g e  a s se m b lie s  o f  m o to rcy c le  run s, y o u  know  th e  o u tlaw s a re  
s t i l l  o u t there.

W h a t’s n ea t ab o u t th o se  are , i f  y o u  go  to  th e  b ig  ra llie s  a t S tu rg is , 
S o u th  D ak o ta  o r  L aco n ia , N ew  H am p sh ire  o r  b ik e  w eek  a t D ay to n a , 
ev e ry o n e  m ix es  u p  together. I t ’s o p en  seaso n . E v e ry o n e  g e ts  a long . 
I t’s an  am a z in g ly  o rd e rly  crow d . A  lo t o f  p e o p le  g e t a  little  n u ts  w h en  
th ey  th in k  ab o u t 3 0 0 ,0 0 0 -4 0 0 ,0 0 0  b ik ers  a ll g a th e rin g  u p , esp ec ia lly  
in a little  to w n  like  S tu rg is , w h ich  has o n ly  ab o u t 6 ,0 0 0  peop le . B ut 
ev e ry o n e  has a  goo d  tim e. T h e re  are  am az in g ly  low  lev e ls  o f  v io len ce  
an d  tro u b le . It d e fies  log ic , b u t ev e ry o n e  is th e re  to  k ick  b ack  and  ride 
th e ir  m o to rc y c le s , p a rty  a little  b it an d  hav e  a go o d  tim e. I t’s rea lly  a 
n ice  scene .

A re  th ey  a l l  o u tla w  b ik e rs?
E v ery o n e  w an ts  to be  an  o u tlaw  a little  b it, ev en  fo r.ju st a w e e k ­

end. E v en  a  law y er fro m  B lo o m fie ld  H ills , M ic h ig a n . H e  can  p u t on 
deca l ta tto o s , n o t shav e  fo r a  co u p le  o f  day s , p u t on  h is  lea th ers  and  
ru n  a ro u n d  o n  h is H a rle y -D a v id so n  an d  ac t like a  b a d  guy. T h e re  is  a 
ce rta in  se n se  o f  e m an c ip a tio n , a  k in d  o f  re lease , a  lo t lik e  M a rd i G ras 
o r O c to b e rfe s t, w h ere  p eo p le  ju s t  let g o  an d  gu y s g o  d o w n  to  a b ig  
b ike  ra lly  and  b eh av e  like to tal id io ts, an d  th en  co m e  back  ho m e and 
p u t on  th e ir  th ree -p iec e  su it and  fig u re  th e y  h ad  a little  r e l ie f  fo r a 
co u p le  o f  days.

A re  th e  h a rd c o re  b ik e r  g a n g s  th a t  w ere  in v o lv ed  in w a rfa re  w ith 
o n e  a n o th e r  a n d  a c c u s e d  o f  a  lo t o f  c r im in a l ac tiv itie s  s t i l l  in ta c t?

It is p o litica lly  in co rrec t to  call th em  “g a n g s .”  T h ey  like to  refe r 
to  th em se lv e s  as c lubs . T h e y  w o n ’t d en y  the  fac t th a t so m e o f  the ir 
m em b ers  a re  p ro b a b ly  in v o lv ed  in d ru g  tra ff ick in g  an d  so m e  illegal 
ac tiv ities  like p ro s titu tio n  o r  on e  th in g  and  ano ther. O n  th e  o th e r  hand , 
th o u g h  law  en fo rc e m e n t ag en ts  te ll y o u  th e  c lu b s are  c rim in a l a s so ­
c ia tio n s  like th e  M afia , 1 d o n 't  b e liev e  that. I ’ve  h u n g  a ro u n d  w ith  a 
fa ir  am o u n t o f  th em  an d  th ey  liv e  b y  th e ir  o w n  co d e  an d  th ey  live  
o u tsid e  th e  law , b as ica lly  by  th e ir  o w n  law s. H o w ev er, in te rm s o f  
b e in g  a  m en ace  to  soc iety , th ey  a re  w ild ly  o v e r  ex ag g e ra ted . D ru n k  
d riv e rs  a re  a  hell o f  a  lo t m o re  o f  a  m en ace  to  th e  A m erican  so c ie ty



th an  an y  o f  th e  m o to rc y c le  c lubs.
T h e ir  d a n g e r  e lem en t to  th e  n o rm al c itizen  is zero . I t’s no  m o re  

th an  i f  y o u  w en t in to  an  Ita lian  re s tau ran t run  by  th e  M afia , o r  a C h i­
nese  re s tau ran t ru n  b y  th e  C h in ese  tongs. A s B ugsy  S iegel sa id , “  We 
on ly  k ill each  o th er."  T h e  tu r f  w ars  b e tw een  m o to rc y c le  c lu b s really  
o n ly  in v o lv e  e ach  other.

A n d  th ey  p ro b a b ly  a r e  th e  o n e  p e rcen t.
Yes, ab so lu te ly . T h ey  w o n ’t d en y  that. T h a t’s th e ir  life sty le  and 

th a t’s w h a t th ey  ch o o se  to  live. I t’s a  lot like m ariju a n a  busts . M ari­
ju a n a  is easy  to d e tec t, so  i t ’s easy  to bu st p eop le . M o to rcy c le  c lu b s 
a re  easy  ta rg e ts  fo r law  en fo rc em en t. I ’m  n o t try in g  to  d im in ish  w h at 
law  en fo rc em en t is try in g  to  do , b u t th e  c lu b s a re  easy  to  in filtra te . 
T h ey  m o stly  co n s is t o f  w h ite  m ales , so  u n d e rco v e r w o rk  is easy. I t’s a 
hell o f  a  lot h a rd e r  to  g e t in to  a  V ie tn am ese  g an g  o r  so m e  o th e r  e thn ic  
g an g s th a t a re  a  lo t m o re  d a n g e ro u s  and  in v o lv ed  in  rea lly  hard co re  
c rim in a l ac tiv ities . I f  a  p o lic e  fo rce  w an ts  so m e  q u ick  p u b lic ity , i t ’s a

fee l g o o d  k in d  o f  th in g  w ith  th e  b ik e r  c lubs.

And, u n d e rc o v e r  co p s  love  to g ro w  th e ir  h a ir  long, sm oke reefer, 
g e t  to  r id e  m o to rcycles, a n d  th en  b u st p e o p le . L e t  m e a s k  y o u  a b o u t 
the  fu tu re  o fH arle y -D av id so n . Is it healthy, strong , a n d  m oving  a h e a d ?  
Is it in c re a s in g ly  m ov ing  in to  th a t  u p p e r  m id d le -c la ss  m a rk e t b a se ?

It is a  v e ry  w e ll-m a n a g e d  com pany . T h ey  a re  d o in g  a  goo d  jo b . 
T h ere  is so m e  co n ce rn  th ey  m ay  be  sa tu ra tin g  th e  m ark e t. T h ey  hav e  
o p en ed  up  a b ig  fac to ry  in K an sas C ity  an d  th ey  are  p ro d u c in g  th e ir  
sm a lle r  d isp lac em en t b ik es o u t there , b u t th e y  are  p re tty  sa v v y  p eo p le  
and  I d o u b t w e  w ill se e  an y  m a jo r  s lu m p  in th a t m a rk e t p re su m in g  
th a t th e  w h o le  e c o n o m y  d o e s n ’t  co llap se .

U p  u n til the  las t y e a r  th ey  m an a g e d  to  k eep  d e m an d  ah ead  o f  
supp ly , b u t now  th a t is ch an g in g  a b it, b u t it’s n o t lik e  th e  e a rly  ‘90s 
w h e n  y o u  h ad  to  w a it a  c o u p le  o f  y e a rs  to  g e t one . Y ou can  p re tty  w ell 
fin d  a  H a rle y  now , b u t y o u  a re  s till g o in g  to  p a y  th e  lo n g  b u ck  fo r  it.

I n t o  t h e  N i g h t !

b y  L o o lw a  K h a z z o o m

S o  b eg an  o n e  o f  m y  m a n y  n ig h t­
tim e  p ro w ls , a t  3 :0 0  a .m . S ince  
e s tab lish in g  a  r ig o ro u s  d ay tim e  
sc h ed u le  a  few  m o n th s  b e fo re , 1 
h ad  no t been  g o in g  on  m y re g u ­
la r  ex cu rsio n s; an d  I w as b e g in ­
n in g  to  feel the  im pact. A  b it le ­
th a rg ic , a  b it  to o  c o m fo rta b le  
(w h ich  so o n  b e c o m e s “ co m p la ­
c e n t” ), a n d  e x p e r ie n c in g  r e ­
n ew ed  fears o f  s te p p in g  m y  foot 
o u t in to  th e  dark . T ired  o r  n o t, it 
w as tim e  to  lace  up th e  ten n ie s  
an d  g e t m y  b u tt o u t there .

“ E n ergy  b eg e ts  energy , life 
b eg e ts  life ,”  I re m e m b e r  read in g  
so m e w h ere . A in ’t  it th e  truth! 
T h e  m o re  I g o  to  th e  fro n t line 
and  do  the  v e ry  th in g  I am  afra id  
to  do, th e  less a fra id  I b eco m e  to 
d o  it. A n d  th e  m o re  I a c t on  m y  
desires , the m o re  I  beco m e aw are 
o f  w h a t th ey  are.

D o w e p a tte rn  o u r liv es in 
w ay s  w e  au th en tica lly  w an t?  O r 
do  w e se em in g ly  w a n t to  pa ttern  
o u r lives th o se  w ay s , as a re su lt 
o f  o ld , d eep -ro o te d  fea r?  F ear 
s u r ro u n d in g  c e r ta in  b e h a v io rs  
m ay  b e  so p e rv asiv e  th a t th e  b e ­
h av io rs  do  n o t co n sc io u sly  strike  
us as d es irab le . O r  e v e n  a s  o p ­
tions.

I h av e  sp o k e n  w ith  w o m en  
w h o  do  n o t feel th is  so c ie ty  is

v io le n t to w ard s  us. “ D o y o u  fee l sa fe  w a lk in g  a ro u n d  b y  y o u rse lf  in 
th e  m id d le  o f  th e  n ig h t?”  I a lw ay s  ask . “ W ell, I d o n ’t g o  o u t in the 
m id d le  o f  th e  n ig h t,”  th ey  u su a lly  reply. V iva la p rob lem ! G ro w in g  
up  w ith o u t ce rta in  free d o m s p resen ted  as an  o p tio n , w e m ay  n o t e n v i­
sio n  th em  in o u r liv es at a ll. W ithou t k n o w in g  th e  w o rld  o u ts id e  the  
cag e , w e  m a y  n o t m iss  it. A n d  so  w e  m a y  n o t see  th e  bars.

R e o rien tin g  m y se lf  to  b eco m e  a  m o rn in g  p e rso n  h as m ad e  life 
e a s ie r  fo r m e, b y  m ak in g  it m o re  c o m fo rtab le . W h en  I h a v e  to  b e  in 
b ed  b y  m id n ig h t, g o in g  b ik in g  in the  h ills  a t 11:30 p .m . is no  lo n g er 
an  o p tio n . S tru g g le  e rased . I d o n ’t  hav e  to  m u s te r  u p  th e  c o u rag e  to 
o v e rco m e  m y  fear; I d o n ’t  ev en  h av e  to  se e  m y  fear. F o r  a ll in ten ts 
an d  p u rp o ses , a f te r  a ll, I ’m  n o t b ik in g  s im p ly  b e cau se  I h av e  to  go  to  
bed.

I feel th a t a t lea s t o ccas io n a lly  w e  need  to  p u sh  o u rse lv es  b e ­
y o n d  w h a t is co m fo rtab le , to fin d  o u t e x a c tly  w h y  it is  so  c o m fo rt­
ab le . W e m u st ex e rc ise  o u r  o p tio n  to  live a n o th e r  w ay. B e cau se  w ith ­
o u t th e  o p tio n , w e d o n ’t  h av e  the  freed o m . A n d  w ith o u t th e  freed o m , 
w e  d o n ’t  h av e  th e  ch o ice . W ith o u t the  ch o ice , w e d o n ’t hav e  the  
pow er.

So w h en  I found  m y se lf  w rap p in g  th in g s  u p  an d  h ead in g  o f f  to  
b ed  th a t n igh t, I sto p p e d  an d  c o n s id e red  th e  p o ss ib ility  o f  g o in g  fo r a 
sh o rt w alk . I ’m tired , I th o u g h t. A n d  in d eed  I w as. B u t i f  th e  w orld  
w ere  p e rfe c tly  sa fe ; i f  th e re  w as no  d o u b t I co u ld  w a lk  o u ts id e  fo r a 
co u p le  o f  m in u te s and  re tu rn  u n h a rm ed  an d  ev en  u n h ass led , w o u ld  I 
do  it?  T h e  a n sw er w as yes. S o  o f f  I w e n t, in to  th e  night!

O n  sev era l o ccas io n s , I h a v e  h e a rd  g u n sh o ts  in  m y  n e ig h b o r­
hood . A n d  a few  y ea rs  ag o , no t to o  fa r aw a y  from  w h ere  I live, a 
frien d  w itn essed  a  ran d o m  stree t m u g g in g  an d  m urder, a t 10:00 p .m . 
B ut th a t w a s  at 10! I w as w a lk in g  at 3!

T ruly , w h en  is it sa fe  fo r  us to  be a n y w h e re ?  O n a  S a tu rd ay  
a fte rn o o n  a few  y e a rs  ag o , in m y  a p a r tm e n t in L os A n g eles , I w as 
g e ttin g  read y  to  c lean  m y  car. A s I h ea d e d  ou t, a  b eau tifu l so n g  cam e 
o n  the  rad io . I ju s t  had  to  stay  and  d an ce  to  it. F iv e  m in u tes later, 
c lean in g  m y c a r  in th e  ap a rtm en t g a rag e , I h ea rd  n o ises and looked  
to w ard s  th e  sounds. 1 d id n ’t  see  an y th in g , so I k ep t c lean in g . W ith in  
m in u tes, 1 saw  a m an  leav e  th e  g arag e ; an d  sh o rtly  after, a  w om an  
ap p eared  fro m  th e  a rea  w h ere  I had  heard  th e  no ise . S he  in fo rm ed  m e 
the  m an  had  ro b b ed  h e r  a t gun  po in t. A t 1 :00 p.m . O n  m y  h o m e turf. 
I w as  g ra te fu l fo r  th a t b e a u tifu l song.

D u rin g  co lleg e  in  N e w  Y ork, I h eard  a w o m an  speak  ab o u t be in g  
assau lted  a t 3 :0 0  p .m . on  th e  c o m e r  o f  B ro a d w a y  a n d  116th - a  b u s­
tlin g  area  ac ro ss th e  s tree t fro m  bo th  B arn ard  an d  C o lu m b ia . A  place  
an y o n e  w o u ld  th in k  “ sa fe” a t th a t tim e  o f  day. B u t th ere  so m e  strange



m an  w as, b ash in g  h e r  head  ag a in s t th e  p av em en t, in b ro ad  d ay lig h t, 
w ith  p e o p le  w a lk in g  by.

So w h ere  an d  w h en  is sa fe?  I find  th a t th e  o u trag eo u s  lev e l o f  
v io le n c e  in o u r soc iety , e sp ec ia lly  to w ard s  w o m en , a c tu a lly  is free ­
ing . I f  a  w o m an  m ig h t be  a ttack ed  in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  a f te rn o o n , in 
h e r  ow n  h o m e, b y  so m e o n e  she  lo v es ... hell! W e m ig h t as w ell party  
n ak ed  in th e  s tree ts  a ro u n d  the  clock!

T h e  sh ro u d  o f  fea r  and  ta b o o  a ro u n d  a  w o m an  w a lk in g  a lo n e  a t 
n ig h t has b een  fo ste red  by  a  m y th  o f  h ig h -risk  d a n g e r in th e  very  
p lace  an d  tim e  I b e liev e  it is leas t like ly  to  ex ist. L e t’s n o t fo rget th a t 
s ta tis tica lly  sp eak in g , a  w o m an  is m o re  lik e ly  to  b e  assau lted  by  a 
b o y frien d  in  a b ed  th an  a s tra n g e r  on a stree t. W h a t m ore , I f ind  that 
w a lk in g  a lo n e  a t n ig h t has b een  th e  so u rce  o f  m u ch  o f  m y  pow er. 
“ A h a !”  I th o u g h t to  m y se lf  one  g lo rio u s  n igh t. “ T h is  is w h y  th e y ’ve 
sa id  it’s dang ero u s. I t’s no t d an g e ro u s  fo r  us; i t ’s d an g ero u s to th em !”

A s a w o m an , I feel in trin s ica lly  co n n ec ted  w ith  th e  dark , w ild  
n igh t. T h e  coo l, re fre sh in g  air. T h e  w ax in g  an d  w an in g , lum in o u s 
m oon . T h ese  fea tu re s  o f  th e  n ig h t are  ro o ts  o f  m y fem ale  pow er. A n d  
it is o u t in th e  n ig h t th a t I reco n n ec t w ith  the  u n iv e rse  an d  m y  soul. I 
how l at th e  m oon . I d an ce  in th e  sh a d o w s. I co m e  a live . A n d  I carry  
th is  life  fo rce  w ith  m e in to  th e  d ay s  and  ev e ry  part o f  m y  ex is ten ce .

A n d  w h en  I do  no t go  o u t a t n ig h t, I feel m y se lf  sh rin k in g  back , 
f ittin g  m o re  in to  th e  d ea th  ro le  so c ie ty  h as c u t o u t fo r us as w om en . 
M eth o d  to  the  m ad n ess?  1 b e liev e  so. C u t o f f  fro m  o u r so u rce  o f  
pow er, w e  b eco m e  w e a k e r  and  w eaker, m o re  d e p en d en t an d  m o re  
w illing  to accep t handouts instead  o f  d em and ing  ou r full g lo rious space. 
A n d  by  k eep in g  us in sid e  o r  a ttach ed  to m ale  co m p an io n s , w e  are  
m o re  su scep tib le  to  th e  real d a n g e r -  b e in g  a ttack ed  b y  th e  m en  w e 
k n o w  an d  love.

T h e  m o re  w e  go  ou t in to  th e  n igh t; th e  m o re  w e tak e  o u r  pow er, 
th e  m o re  th rea ten ed  is th e  en tire  fab ric  o f  th is  m iso g y n is tic  society . 
So o f  c o u rse  th e  m y th  w ill p e rsis t, ev en  w h en  rea lity  flie s  in its  face...

O u t on  m y  ex cu rs io n s , I h av e  th o u g h t o f  a  n u m b e r  o f  w ay s  to 
feel sa fer: F irs t, I k n o w  m an y  w o m en  -  in c lu d in g  m y se lf  -  w o u ld  
h o p  in to  a  c a r  la te  a t n ig h t an d  d riv e  to  so m e  o th e r  in d o o r sp ace , th en  
g e t b ack  in th e  ca r and  d riv e  h om e. W ith  a  little  fea r  p erh ap s, b u t w e 
w o u ld  d o  it  w ith o u t th in k in g  m uch . W ell, ev e ry  tim e  w e  g e t in  o r  o u t 
o f  o u r  ca rs , w e  are  ex p o sed . W e a re  ra th e r  c o m fo rtab le  w ith  th is 
reality , I b e liev e , b e cau se  w e are  g o in g  so m e w h ere , su p p o sed ly  from  
a sa fe  p lace  to  a  sa fe  place.

W ell, w h a t i f  w e  e x ten d ed  th is  rea lity ?  I f  I lived  in th e  hou se  
n ex t door, I w o u ld  n eed  to  go  o u ts id e  it  to  g e t in to  m y  car. S am e th in g  
i f  I liv ed  in th e  h o u se  tw o  d o o rs d ow n . A n d  th re e  d o o rs d ow n . A n d  
four. P u r in g  m y  m o re  te rrif ie d  w a lk s  ea rly  on , I g o t m y se lf  
th ro u g h  en tire  n e ig h b o rh o o d s  th in k in g  th is  w ay. W h at 
m ig h t be the  m o st frig h ten in g  facto r, I rea lized , is 
no t th e  ac tu a l ac t o f  g o in g  o u ts id e , b u t th e  ac t o f  
d e fian ce  - th e  ac t o f  g o in g  “o u t o f  b o u n d s ;” the 
ac t o f  g o in g  o u ts id e  fo r m y se lf , ju s t  fo r  fun  
an d  ju s t  b ecau se . T h a t’s pow er. T h a t’s se lf- 
nu rtu ran ce . T h a t’s tak in g  charge . A n d  th a t 
is g o in g  a g a in s t a ll th e  ru les.

S eco n d , I h a v e  th o u g h t ab o u t all the  
w a y s  I co u ld  (G o d /d ess  fo rb id ) b e  k illed  o r  
m a im ed  - c a r  c rash , p lan e  crash , te rro ris t a t­
tack  w h e n  a b ro a d , n a tu ra l d isa s te r , sn a k e  
b ite , a ttack  by  bears  w h e n  cam p in g  ... T h in k ­
ing  o f  all th ese  p o ss ib ilitie s  an d  ab o u t h o w  ra n ­
do m  it is w h a t m ig h t h ap p en  an d  w h en , I gain  
p e rsp ec tiv e : L ife  is abo u t liv ing , no t av o id in g . W e 
c a n ’t e scap e  risk  ev en  by h id in g  in  a c lo se t. (A fte r  a ll, 
it m ig h t cav e  in d u rin g  an  earth q u ak e .)

A lo n g  th ese  lines, I a lso  hav e  th o u g h t ab o u t ho w  w e  n ev e r know  
w h en  o u r tim e  w ill com e. I f  th is  w ere  m y last n igh t, I h av e  sa id , how  
w o u ld  I fee l ab o u t th is w alk ?  Invariab ly , m y m ood  b eco m es ligh ter; 
I sh ru g  o f f  m y  fear; and  I en d  u p  h ap p ily  d a n c in g  an d  sk ip p in g  in the  
stree t.

A  few  y e a rs  ag o , 1 read  ab o u t an  acc o u n ta n t w h o  w as  k illed  by 
an  o ld  lady  w h o  c o u ld n ’t see  w ell and  d ro v e  h e r  c a r  th ro u g h  th e  g lass 
f ro n t o f  h is o ffice . T h a t sto ry  d id  it fo r  m e. I f  I co u ld  lead  a  b o rin g  
sa fe  life  an d  g e t  k ille d  anyhow , in  a c h a ir  a t m y  b o rin g  jo b , fo rg e t it! 
I ’d ra th e r  go  o u t b o ld , b rillian t, an d  b eau tifu l, liv ing  m y  life th e  w ay  I 
w an t.

T h ird , w h e n  I firs t s ta rted  w a lk in g  b y  m y se lf  a t n igh t, I w a lk ed  
in the  m id d le  o f  th e  stree t. T h a t w ay, 1 lea rn ed  in se lf-d e fen se  tra in ­
ing , I co u ld  av o id  an y o n e  p o ss ib ly  h id in g  in th e  b u sh e s; an d  I co u ld  
see  an y o n e  co m in g  to w ard s  m e. Y eah, I m o re  recen tly  rea lized , th ey  
can  se e  m e , too . N o  th an k s . I no w  w a lk  on  th e  s id e w a lk , in the  
shad o w s. W h o  sa id , a f te r  a ll, th a t I w o n ’t be  b eh in d  th e  b u sh e s  j u m p ­
ing  o u t a t a ll th e  bad  guy s?  H m m ? R eal p o w er k ick s in here , w hen  
w e sto p  v ie w in g  o u rse lv es  as p o ten tia lly  be in g  “ ac ted  u p o n ” and  b e ­
g in  se e in g  o u rse lv es  as ac to rs.

B esides, an y o n e  h id in g  b eh in d  b u sh es in th e  w ee  hou rs o f  the 
m o rn in g , w a itin g  fo r  a  v ic tim , h a s  g o t to  b e  a  m oron . H id in g  b eh in d  
b u sh e s  d u rin g  th e  d ay  o r ev en in g , w h en  th e re  a c tu a lly  is fo o t traffic , 
m ak es  m u ch  m o re  sense . S o m eo n e  th a t in ten t on  f in d in g  prey , I am  
certa in , w ill be m o re  in c lin ed  to  look  in th e  p laces an d  a t th e  tim es the  
“p re y ”  u su a lly  ro am s. It is o n e  o f  th e  reaso n s  I se n se  th a t w alk in g  late 
a t n ig h t a c tu a lly  m ay  be  sa fe r  th an  a t o th e r  tim es.

***

W e hav e  lo ts o f  ca ts  in o u r n e ig h b o rh o o d , an d  th e y ’re  a lread y  
o u t o n  th e  p ro w l w h e n e v e r  I g e t to  m in e . T h e y  tru ly  in sp ire  m e. 
T h e y ’re  ab o u t fiv e  p ercen t m y  size, y e t th ey  h av e  no  co m p u n c tio n s  
ab o u t s ittin g  th e ir  little  bu tts  o u ts id e , w h e re v e r  an d  w h e n e v e r  th e  hell 
th ey  p lease . S ure , th ey  dart in to  th e  sh a d o w s w h en  th e y  h e a r  p o te n ­
tia lly  th re a te n in g  so u n d s . B u t I can  too . A n d  ju s t  as y o u  b e t th e y ’d 
sc ra tch  m y  ey es o u t i f  I co rn e red  th em , I to o  can  a ttack  an y o n e  w h o  
h ass le s  m e.

I h an g  o u t w ith  th e  n ig h t ca ts  as I w a lk  d o w n  th e  stree t. I a p ­
p ro ach  th em  resp ec tfu lly , s to p p in g  a t a d is tan c e  and  sq u a ttin g  d o w n  
c lo se r  to  th e ir  he igh t. I inv ite  th em  o v e r and  p e t th em  on ly  i f  th ey  
com e. I f  no t, I resp ec t th e ir  p riv acy  and  co n tin u e  on. B ut m o st o f  the  
ca ts love the  u n ex p ec ted  a tten tio n  and  w alk  th em se lv es u n d er m y  hand 
o r ag a in s t m y  leg . I t’s g re a t co n n ec tin g  w ith  th em , e sp ec ia lly  as I 
id en tify  w ith  th e  ca t fam ily . I lea rn  fro m  th e ir  b e h a v io r  an d  n o u rish  
m y  lio n ess  L eo  se lf. T o g e th er w ith  m y  ca t s is te rs , w e  tak e  b a c k  the  

n ig h t an d  tak e  o v e r the  streets!
I a lso  g a in  stren g th  from  the  trees, a  few  o f  w h o m  

I h u g  w h ile  p ass in g  b y  on m y  p row l. W h en  I p re ss  
ag a in s t th em , th ey  d ra in  a ll th e  n eg a tiv e  en erg y  

o u t o f  m e an d  fill m e w ith  a new , s tro n g , p o s i­
tive charge. T hey  also  teach  m e to  stay  rooted  
and  s tro n g  an d  to  co n tin u e  reach in g  to w ard s 
m y u ltim ate , d esp ite  all d es tru c tiv e  fo rces 
w h ic h  m ay  be  a round : E v en  i f  a  tree  gets 
cu t d o w n , a f te r  a ll, it g e ts  c u t d o w n  as a 
tree , a lw ay s  g ro w in g , a lw ay s  s tre tch in g . It 
d o es n o t sh rivel in to  a  b a ll to  h id e  fro m  the  

axes...
A n d  so  I call on a ll o f  u s to  b e  like the 

ca ts  an d  th e  trees, to n o u rish  o u r w ild  se lves. 
L e t ’s p ro w l in  th e  d a rk  a n d  fe e d  o u r  en e rg y  

so u rces . L e t’s do  w h a t’s d a n g e ro u s  to  the  system  
d irec ted  a t o u r d estruction . L e t’s do  w h at g ives u s life... 

L e t’s go  o u t in to  th e  night!



M y  B e d .

T h e  A r t  o f  T r a c y  E m i n

b y  J a n e  G r a h a m

T h e  T u rn e r P rize  is an an n u a l B ritish  co n te s t fo r co n tem p o ra ry  
artists. T he sh o rtlis t u su a lly  co n s is ts  o f ‘in s ta lla tio n ’ art, a  very  late 
20 th  cen tu ry  te rm  fo r w o rk  w h ich  has gon e  b ey o n d  trad itio n a l sc u lp ­
tu re , w ith  its ty p ica l m ate ria ls  o f  w o o d , b ro n ze , c lay , e tc ., an d  in stead  
u tilize s  space , o ften  d eco ra tin g  a  ro o m  w ith  found , su p p o sed ly  nor­
m al a r tic le s , su g g e stin g  th a t so m e th in g  w e  m igh t tak e  fo r g ran ted  can  
be  e lev a ted  to  th e  sta tu s o f  art. It is th is  k in d  o f  m o d em  art, w ith  
n o th in g  fam ilia r  to  la tch  on to , th a t c au ses  s tag ed  h y ste ria  am o n g s t the  
B ritish  tab lo id s  w h o se  fam ilia r  h ead lin es  co m p la in , “ -B u t is it a r t?” 
an d  “ -A n y o n e  can  do  th a t.”

T h e  T u rn e r P rize in p a rticu la r  has a lw ay s  b een  a cco m p an ied  by 
hy p e  an d  rich  o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r th e  p ro le ta rian  B ritish  m ed ia  to rid i­
cu le  it. R ecen t p rize  w in n e rs  hav e  in c lu d ed  D am ien  H irs t’s dead  a n i­
m als  p re se rv ed  in fo rm a ld eh y d e , o r  C h ris  O f il i’s p a in tin g s  u s in g  e l­
e p h an t dun g . T h ey  a re  easy  ta rg e ts  fo r  the  tab lo id  m e d ia ’s sup p o sed  
o u trag e , b u t I w o u ld  su g g e st all th is  m o ck ery  u n d e rlin es a  v e ry  B rit­
ish  love a ffa ir  w ith  m o d e m  art; it g iv es us all so m e th in g  to  co m p la in  
ab o u t, so m e th in g  th a t, o v e r  th e  years , has b eco m e  fam ilia r  in its in ­
co m p reh en sib ility .

I f  th e  m ed ia  n eed ed  an o th e r  fa m ilia r  icon  to  su rp ass  p reced in g  
y e a r s ’ e lep h an t sh it o r  hun k s o f  ex h ib ited  m eat, in 19 9 9 ’s sh o rtlis t 
th ey  fo u n d  it in T racy  E m in . S h e ’d  a lread y  su n k  th e  im age in to  the  
m em o rie s o f  p o p u la r  c o n sc io u sn ess  w h en  she  ap p eared  on  a  live te le ­
v isio n  d isc u ssio n  pan e l on the  co m p e titio n  in 1998 d ru n k  an d  critica l 
o f  the  w h o le  ch a rad e , f in a lly  w a lk in g  o u t m id w ay  th ro u g h  the  p ro ­
g ram , m u tte rin g  so m e th in g  ab o u t w an tin g  to  p h o n e  h er m um . T h is 
w as w h at live  te lev is io n  ex ce ls  a t -  th e  p u b lic  loved  it, it w as  the  
sc ru ffs  ag a in s t th e  snobs , m ay b e  no t as leg en d ary  as B ill G ru n d y  and 
th e  Sex P is to ls , b u t ce rta in ly  the m o s t ta lk ed -ab o u t a rts  p ro g ram  d is ­
cu ss io n  in B rita in  in recen t h istory . It seem ed  to  su g g e st a  lack  o f  
p re ten sio n , th a t she  w as ‘a  n o rm al p e rso n ’ ra th e r  th an  so m e  sc ru b b ed

clean  te lev is io n  p e rso n a lity  o r  an  a rtis t w ith  no  co n n ec tio n  to  th e  real 
w orld .

A s sh e ’d ap p ea red  to  be m ak in g  a  m o ck ery  o f  the  in te llec tual 
sn o b b e ry  o f  the  art w o rld , it a lm o st se em ed  like an ac t o f  re v en g e  by  
th e  co m m o n  p eo p le  to  th en  hav e  h er as o n e  o f  th e  fro n tru n n e rs  fo r  the 
p rize  th e  fo llo w in g  year.

It w as h ard ly  su rp ris in g  th a t E m in ’s 1999 n o m in a ted  p iece , “ M y 
B ed "  ( ‘98) w as  the  p o p u la r  ch o ice  to  w in . B asically , th e  w o rk  is an 
u n m ad e  b ed  w h ere  she , th e  a r tis t, su p p o sed ly  sp e n t a  w eek  co n s id e r­
ing  su ic id e  a fte r  a b reak -u p  w ith  a  b o y frien d . D esc rib e d  as , “co v e red  
in u rin e  s ta in ed  sh e e ts  an d  to m  p illo w s”  an d  “ su rro u n d ed  by  c h a m ­
p ag n e  co rks, used  co n d o m s and  so iled  u n d e rw ear,”  it has been  ex h ib ­
ited  a lo n g  w ith  o th e r  T u rn e r p rize  n o m in ees  a t T h e  T ate G allery , L o n ­
d o n  (O c to b e r 20 th  1999- F eb ru ary  6 th  2 0 0 0 ). D uring  the  firs t w eek  it 
had  a lread y  p ro v ed  to  be  th e  m o st ‘in te ra c tiv e ’ p ie c e  o f  th e  co llec tio n , 
w h en  tw o  C h in ese  p e rfo rm a n c e  a rtis ts  w e re  a rre s ted  a f te r  ju m p in g  in 
the  bed  an d  h av in g  a p illow  fight. O n e  o f  th em  ex p la in ed  it by  say ing , 
“w e  w ere  try in g  to  im p ro v e  th e  e x h ib itio n .” T h e y  w ere  la te r  re leased  
w ith o u t b e in g  charged .

T racy  E m in  d id  n o t w in  th e  T u rn e r p rize , w h ich  w as a n n o u n ced  
on N o v e m b e r  30 th  1999; th is  w en t to  a  fa r  m o re  c o n tem p la tiv e  artis t, 
S tev e  M cQ u een . B ut w ith  th e  p u b lic ity  sh e  g a rn e red  fro m  th e  sh o rt­
listing , th is  seem s re la tiv e ly  u n im p o rtan t.

In an  ea r lie r  w o rk  o f  h e rs , e n titled  “ E very o n e  I E ver S lep t W ith  
F rom  1 9 63-1995 ,” E m in  ex h ib ited  a b lu e  cam p in g  ten t w ith  th e  n u m ­
b ers  1963- 1995 m a d e  from  cu te , p in k  ap p liq u es , an d  a ffix ed  on  the  
in sid e  w ere , as y o u  m ig h t g u ess fro m  the  title , th e  n am es o f  o v e r one  
h u n d red  m en  th a t she  h ad  go n e  to  b ed  w ith . “ M y B ed ” w o u ld  ap p ea r 
to  b e  co n tin u in g  to p u rsu e  th is  p a r tic u la r  p reo ccu p a tio n .

W h y  b ed s and  s leep in g ?  I t’s so m e th in g  incred ib ly  h u m an , so m e ­
th in g  y o u  d o n ’t h av e  to  be  an a rtis t, o r  ed u ca ted , to id e n tity  w ith .



E m in  h as co n sisten tly  p arad ed  h er neu ro ses and 
m is tak es  as va lid  m ateria l fo r  h e r  art. In “ M y 
B ed ” she  h as d e lib e ra te ly  a ired  h e r  d ir ty  lau n ­
d ry - litera lly . T h e  B ritish  love  th e ir  ce leb ritie s  
to  be  h u m an , to  be  im p erfec t-  an d  m ay b e  it is 
th is  fo cu sin g  on h e r  frag ility  w h ich  has m ad e  
T racy  E m in  m o re  w ell k n o w n  am o n g  th e  g en ­
era l p u b lic  th an  th e  ac tu a l w in n e r  o f  th e  T u rn er 
p rize.

E m in  uses th e  bed  in th is  la tes t p iece  sy m ­
b o lica lly  as a p lace  o f  refu g e  d u rin g  d ep ression . 
W h en  w e  sin k  so low  in to  th e  d ep th s o f  despair, 
w e  re tre a t in to  o u r o w n  p erso n a l h id in g  p lace; 
o u r bed , to  sleep  an d  sleep  an d  sleep , the  co v ­
ers p u lled  h ig h  o v e r  o u r head.

T h e  ea r lie r  w o rk , “ E v ery o n e  I E v e r S lep t 
W ith ...” u ses b e d d in g  to  co n n ec t m a n y  p eo p le , 
su g g e stin g  m em o rie s  o f  phy sica l p leasu re . In ­
s te ad  o f  lo n e lin ess and  h id in g  from  the  w orld , 
th e  b ed  is a  p lace  o f  in tim acy  and  to g e th e rn ess  
w ith  an o th e r  h u m an  b eing . I f  y o u  w ere  to  c o m ­
pare , fo r  in stance  Jo h n  L ennon  an d  Y oko O n o ’s 
h ip p y  h a p p en in g  in th e  s ix ties , w h e n  th ey  sp e n t 
a  few  w eek s  in bed  tog e th er, w ith  E m in ’s “ M y 
B e d ,” th e  em o tio n s  and  m o tiv a tio n  b eh in d  the 
p ieces a re  co m p le te ly  d iffe ren t. W hile  L en n o n  
an d  O n o  w ere  re jo ic in g  in se n tim en ts  o f  p eace , 
lo v e  a n d  h a rm o n y , E m in  is re v e lin g  in  th e  
d ep th s o f  despair.

T n e  s im p le  title , “ M y B ed ,” su g g e sts  th a t 
th e  b ed  is a h u g e ly  e ffe c tiv e  icon  in m o d em  
society. It re fe rs to som eth ing  in tense ly  personal 
an d  p riv a te , so m e th in g  m o re  th an  the  sim p ly  
fu n c tio n a l p iece  o f  fu rn itu re  it lite ra lly  is. W h a t 
d o es th e  bed , an d  th e  b ed sh ee ts , th e  space  th a t 
is th e  b ed , th e  b ed ro o m , m ean  to  us?  A n d  no t 
s im p ly  a  bed , b u t “M y  B ed?”

A  bed  d o e sn ’t h av e  to  b e  th e  focal p o in t o f  
a  b ed ro o m , b u t it u su a lly  is. It is , a f te r  a ll, the  
bed ro o m . A  few  y ea rs  ago , I m o ved  in to  a  new  
a p a rtm e n t w h ich  w as co m p le te ly  u n fu rn ish ed , 
an d  I h ad  no  fu rn itu re  to  sp e ak  of. I a cq u ired  a 
d o u b le  m a ttre s s  fro m  a f r ie n d  an d  in it ia l ly  
p laced  it in th e  m ain  ‘l iv in g ’ ro o m  w h ile  a ll m y 
d eb ris  an d  u n p ack ed  b e lo n g in g s  w e n t in  the  
‘b e d ’ro o m , a tem p o ra ry  m easu re  w h ile  I so rted  
m y se lf  o u t an d  o b ta in ed  m o re  fu rn itu re  -  as ye t

I h ad  n o  c h a ir s ,  n o  
sofa . Yet I k n ew  b e ­
cau se  o f  the  n a tu re  o f  
m y  se lf-em p lo y m en t, 
m y  p rio rity  w as to g e t 
a  p h o n e  c o n n e c te d . 
S o  w h e n  th e  p h o n e  
en g in eer cam e ov er to 
d o  th e  c o n n e c t io n  
w o rk  I had  th e  b izarre  
ex p e rie n c e  o f  s ittin g  
o n  th e  e d g e  o f  m y  
d o u b le  m a t t r e s s  a 
c o u p le  o f  fe e t aw a y  
f ro m  h im , f l ic k in g  
th ro u g h  a  m a g a z in e  

o r  so m eth ing , w a itin g  fo r h im  to  fin ish  h is w o rk  
and  ask ing  m y se lf  i f  m ay b e  it d id n ’t  lo o k  a  little 
co m p ro m is in g , w h a te v e r  m u st he  th in k , I w o n ­
d e red ?  T h e  m a ttre ss  c o u ld n ’t h e lp  b u t b eco m e 
the  focal p o in t o f  th e  ro o m , b ecau se  ap a rt fro m  
m y  ste reo  and  a  few  b o x es an d  tea  ch ests , it 
w a s  all th e re  w as  in th e  room . A n d  a  m a ttre ss  
in a  room  alw ay s seem s like so m e so rt o f  sleazy  
inv ita tio n .

In to  that ap artm en t w ith  its m attre ss  on  the  
floor, I e v en tu a lly  acq u ired  a bed , an d  m o v ed  
m y se lf  in to  th e  b ed ro o m . T h is  co m p le te ly  a f­
fec ted  the  aes th e tic s  o f  th e  room . N o t on ly  d id 
I no w  hav e  ev er-u sefu l ‘u n d e r  th e  b e d ' space , 
b u t I a lso  h ad  to  w res tle  w ith  d ec is io n s  ab o u t 
w h a t -  and  h o w  m u ch  -  space  it sh o u ld  occupy.
I c o n s id e re d  p u sh in g  it a lo n g  its  fu ll leng th  
agains t one  w all and  into the  c o m e r  o f  the  room , 
w ith  th e  h ead b o ard  ag a in s t th e  ad jo in in g  w all, 
g iv in g  m y se lf  a  large am o u n t o f  space  in the  
c e n te r  o f  th e  room . B ut in th e  end  I o p ted  fo r 
th e  tr a d itio n a l c e n tra l lo c a ­
t io n ,  j u t t i n g  o u t  in to  th e  
m id d le  o f  th e  ro o m  an d  open  
on  bo th  sides. W hile  th is  uses 
u p  a lo t o f  space , the  idea  o f  a 
bedroom , surely, is to  d raw  a t­
ten tion  to  th e  bed , w ith  all the  
ea rth ly  p leasu res  it sign ifies.

A  d o u b le  bed  in the  cen ­
te r  o f  th e  ro o m  is a  sign  o f  
a d u lth o o d ; th e  m a rita l bed , 
th e  tra d itio n a l s ite  o f  the  co n ­
ju g a l rites, th e  p assag e  in to  sexual m atu rity . It 
a lso  h as so m e th in g  a m u sin g  ab o u t it, co n ju r­
in g  up sc enes from  ‘70s B ritish  s it-co m s, the  
co u p le  in bed  in th e ir  n ig h tc lo th es , read in g , a 
b ed s id e  lam p on  a  b ed s id e  tab le  o n  e ith e r  side  
-  one  s id e  o f  th e  b ed  fo r th e  h u sb a n d  an d  one 
fo r th e  w ife , an d  som ehow , in th is p lace  o f  to ­
g e th e rn ess , a  r ift o f  in co m m u n ica tio n  be tw een  
them .

C o m p are  th a t fu rn itu re  a rra n g e m e n t w ith  
the  b ed ro o m  y o u  had  as a ch ild - m y  bed  w as 
a lw ay s shoved  up  against the  w all to  m ak e  room  
fo r d eb ris  an d  to y s, la te r  a d e sk  an d  all th a t 
sc h o o lw o rk  p arap h ern a lia . M a y b e  y o u  had  to

sh a re  w ith  a b ro th e r  o r  sister, m ay b e  y o u  
h ad  b u n k b ed s , w h ich  1 hate , o r  th o se  bed s 
on  ledges w ith  cupboard  space  underneath . 
T h en  sudden ly , as an  adu lt, y o u  go  to  the 
o th e r  ex trem e, f ro m  c rea tin g  b ed  sp a ce  in 
an  a lread y  c ro w d ed  a rea  to  h av in g  a  room  
so le ly  fo r  th a t pu rp o se . S u d d en ly  th e  b ed  
b e c o m e s m o re  th a n  ju s t  so m e th in g  y o u  
sleep  in.

I still h av e  an av e rs io n , ju s t  as I d id  
g ro w in g  u p , to  sh a rin g  m y  b ed ro o m . I ’m  
se lfish  an d  I lik e  m y  o w n  sp a ce  an d  as 
E m in  h as illu stra ted , the  b ed ro o m  is o ften  
the  on ly  p ersonal space w e have in an over­
c ro w d ed  w orld .

Y et th ere  is som e th in g  ab o u t a doub le  
bed , e sp ec ia lly  w h en  y o u  b e co m e  used  to 
sh a rin g  it, th a t m ak es  s le ep in g  a lo n e  in its 
v as t h a b ita t often  unse ttlin g . S o m e p eo p le  
fin d  it lik e  ru b b in g  sa lt in to  th e  w o u n d  o f  
lo n e lin ess ; I see  it m o re  as a  lu x u rio u s  
trea t, an d  as fo r M a e  W est, sh e  c la im ed  to 
n eed  a t lea s t th is  m u ch  sp a ce  s im p ly  fo r 
h erse lf. “ I hav e  n e v e r been  ab le  to  sleep  
w ith  an y o n e ,”  she  w ro te  in h e r  au to b io g ­
raphy. “ I req u ire  a  fu ll-s iz e  b ed  so th a t I 
can  lie  in  th e  m id d le  o f  it an d  ex ten d  m y 
a rm s sp read -eag le  on  bo th  sid es w ith o u t 
th e ir  b e in g  o b stru c ted .”  Indeed , she  had  a 
ch o ice  o f  beds: a  sq u a re  one  in  the  b o u ­
d o ir  and  a  ro u n d  o n e  in the  b ed ro o m .

S h eets on b ed s , as o p p o se d  to  qu ilts , 
w ere  co m m o n  in m o st h o m es in E ngland  
abou t 25 years  ago. I rem em b er th a t g ro w ­
ing  up  in th e  ‘70s m y  fam ily  w as co n s id ­
e re d  v e ry  m o d e rn  in  h a v in g  d u v e ts  a t 
h o m e, b u t th en  m y  p a ren ts  d ran k  p e rc o ­

la te d  c o f f e e  a n d  
w rap p ed  th em se lv e s  in  
fo rm alis t sty le  ho m e d e ­
c o r  lik e  th e  id e a l is t ic  
y o u n g  th in g s th e y  w ere  
w h ile  m o st o f  E ng land  
w a s  s t i l l  l iv in g  in  a 
w o r ld  o f  f r i l l s  a n d  
c h in t z ,  s t i l l  w a r y  o f  
th in g s  w ith  th e  p re f ix  
‘c o n tin en ta l,’ as w ary  as 
th ey  w ere  th en  o f  coffee  

and  sp ic y  foods, an d  s tu c k  to th e ir  layers 
and  lay ers  o f  sheets. I re m e m b e r th e  cho re  
o f  s ta y in g  at m y g ra n d p a re n ts ’ h o u se  and  
h av in g  to  m ak e  th e  bed . I w as u se d  to  the 
s im p lic ity  o f  a qu ilt, n o t th e  ritua l o f  h av ­
ing  to  tu c k  in and  stra ig h ten  an d  fo ld  and 
g o o d n ess k n ow s w h at e lse  an  en d less  su p ­
p ly  o f  sh e e ts  and  b lan k e ts  in so m e  past 
g en e ra tio n s’ invo lved  ritual. M ak ing  a bed 
is ju s t  ab o u t o n e  o f  th e  m o st b o rin g  th ings 
to  do  as a  k id  anyw ay , so  th is  ju s t  c in ch ed  
it. A n d  th en  w h en  y o u  g o t tu c k e d  in a t 
n ig h t by  m om , y o u  w ere  tu ck ed  in so  tigh t 
and so co m p e te n tly  an d  w ith  so m an y  lay-



ers th a t y o u  c o u ld n ’t tu rn  over, an d  sle ep  w o u ld  b e  a  b a ttle  w ith  the  
shee ts  so  th a t w h en  y o u  aw o k e  th is  c o m p lica ted  p e rfe c t eq u a tio n  had 
b een  irrev o ca b ly  ru in ed .

S h eets on b ed s seem  s tif lin g , c lin ica l, an d  in s titu tio n a l. Q u ilts , 
on th e  o th e r  han d , are  hom ey. In A m erica  I firs t heard  th e  w o rd  ‘co m ­
fo r te r ’ fo r bed d in g . T h o se  b ed s m ad e  w ith  sh e e ts  seem  h ard ly  c o m ­
fo rting . I t’s  d ifficu lt to  im ag in e  in the  S ta tes  e ith e r  q u ilts  o r  co ffee , 
th e y ’re  a t th e  ve ry  co rn ersto n e  o f  do m estic  life, b e in g  a  ‘y u p p ie ’ th ing . 
T h a t ra th e r  th an  c o n s id e red  ‘m o d e m ,’ th e y ’re  so m e th in g  p a tch w o rk , 
so m e th in g  co lo rfu l, so m e th in g  m ad e  b y  g rea t g ra n d m a  w h o e v e r  and  
p a sse d  d o w n  th ro u g h  g en e ra tio n s.

O f  co u rse , th in g s  hav e  ch an g ed  a  lo t in E n g la n d  in th e  las t 20  
y ea rs  an d  q u ilts  a re  n o w  co m m o n p lace . T h ey  seem  p a r t o f  th a t re v o ­
lu tio n  w h e n  h o u se w iv e s’ lives g o t eas ier, a lo n g  w ith  th in g s  lik e  tea  
b ag s  an d  th e  p ill; no  lo n g e r  w as m ak in g  a  b ed  a  len g th y  chore .

T h e  firs t t im e  I ’m  in v ited  to  s le ep  in so m e o n e  e ls e ’s b ed  w ith  
th em  is a lw ay s e x c itin g  an d  a little  n e rv e -rack in g  fo r m e. I t’s q u ite  a 
g es tu re  o f  tru st, le ttin g  so m e o n e  in to  y o u r  bed. L ik e  en te rin g  in to  
E m in ’s in sta lla tio n , i t ’s an  in v ita tio n  in to  th e ir  p e rso n a l re fu g e , th e ir  
m o st in tim ate p lace. I t’s som eth in g  qu ite  d ifferen t to  d o ing  it up  against 
a w all in a back  a lley  o r  b o o k in g  in to  a  ho te l room  as a Mr. an d  M rs. 
S m ith , to  lie on  an an o n y m o u s b ed  w h ere  m an y  co u p les  hav e  been ; 
th is  b e lo n g s  to  so m eo n e , it co n ta in s th e ir  history.

By a llo w in g  us in to  an in ten se ly  perso n a l sp a ce  w h ere  sh e  spen t 
an  ex trem e ly  low  p o in t o f  h e r  life , E m in  is fo rc in g  us to  ex p e rien ce  
th e  in tim ate , no  m a tte r  ho w  u n co m fo rtab le  it m ay  m ak e  us fee l, e sp e ­
c ia lly  a s  it is n o t in o u r cu ltu re  in E n g la n d  to  a ir  o u r d ir ty  laundry . 
W h en  she  cam e  to  do  a  lec tu re  a t th e  a r t  sch o o l I a tte n d e d  sev era l 
y e a rs  ag o , o n e  o f  th e  th in g s th a t fo r so m e reaso n  has left an  ind e lib le

p rin t on  m y  m em o ry  w as h e r  sa y in g  h o w  sh e  sp e n t o n e  su m m e r in 
T u rk ey  w ith  a  m an  w ith , “ the  b ig g es t c o c k  sh e ’d e v e r  se en .”  A fte r  the  
lec tu re  o n e  o f  m y  fe llo w  stu d e n ts  c o m p la in e d  th a t it  w as  to p ic s  like 
th a t w h ich  gav e  us m o re  in fo rm atio n  th an  m y  frien d  w as co m fo rtab le  
w ith  h earin g , an d  she  rea lly  “ d id n ’t n eed  to kn o w  th a t.” Y ou cou ld  
a rgue  it h as a b so lu te ly  n o th in g  a t  a ll to  d o  w ith  th e  a rt in q u es tio n , b u t 
I w o u ld  sa y  it h as ev e ry th in g  to  do  w ith  E m in ’s w o rk , it is p a rt o f  it; 
th is  is E m in ’s tac tic s , an d  it  w o u ld n ’t  be  ap p ro p ria te  to  v iew  h e r  art 
w ith o u t k n o w in g  a ll th a t e x tran eo u s  m a te r ia l y o u  m ig h t fee l “ is m o re  
in fo rm a tio n  th an  w as re q u ire d .”

O f  co u rse  y o u  can  a rg u e  th a t i t ’s  a ll  ju s t  an  ac t -  is  it  re a lly  h er 
life , o r  is it ju s t  a rt?  O r  has sh e  reach ed  a  p o in t w h ere  i t ’s d ifficu lt to 
d is tin g u ish  b e tw een  th e  tw o , to  kn o w  w h ich  cam e firs t -  is sh e  p ro ­
d u c in g  a rt b ased  o n  h e r  life , o r  a c tu a lly  a lte r in g  h e r  life  to  f it  in to  the  
k in d  o f  art she  w ish e s  to  m ak e?  H ave h er b io g rap h ica l d e ta ils  b eco m e  
m y th o lo g iz e d  to  a  p o in t w h ere  i t ’s im p o ss ib le  to  re m e m b e r th e  o rig i­
nal sto ry ?

In th e  end , I d o n ’t th in k  th e  litera l b eg in n in g s  m a tte r  so m uch . I 
th in k  w h a t is m o re  im p o rtan t is w h y  w e  th e  p u b lic  a re  so fa sc in a ted  in 
an  a rtis t w h o  in sis ts on  g iv in g  us all th e  g o ry  d e ta ils . S everal years  
ago  D am ien  H irst w as  th e  d arlin g  o f  th e  a v a n t-g a rd e  w ith  h is d isp lay s  
o f  d ead  an im als . B u t fo r all the  sh o ck  o f  m orta lity , th ese  w o rk s w ere  
c o m p le te ly  em o tio n le ss , c lin ica l; fo r all th e ir  co n s id e red  b a re  ra w ­
ness, th ey  seem ed  to  m e to  w e a r  a m ask  o f  sm u g  irony. P erhaps E m in ’s 
v u ln e rab ility  is ju s t  as m u ch  a m ask . W h o  can  say. B ut a t lea s t the  
a ro m as o f  sta le  u rin e  m ix ed  w ith  ch am p ag n e  sp e ak  m o re  th an  the  
co ld  s ten ch  o f  fo rm ald eh y d e .

In th e ir  ac t o f  sa b o tag e , I th in k  the  C h in ese  p e rfo rm an ce  artis ts  
an d  th e ir  p illow  figh t m ere ly  a d d ed  to  th e  p iece , g iv in g  it a  life  in d e­

p e n d e n t fro m  th e  a r tis t  w h o  
c rea ted  it. B ed s o ften  hav e  a 
life o f  th e ir  ow n, creak ing  w ith 
e v e ry  in d isc re e t  m o v e m e n t, 
u n su b tle  p ieces o f  w o o d  and  
m e ta l  th a t  th e y  a re , g iv in g  
aw a y  secre ts , m o ck in g  a t th e  
a c t o f  lo v e ; th e  so u n d  o f  a b ed  
c re a k in g  is lik e  an  in ad eq u a te  
B ritish  sex  com edy , as basic  
a s  S id  Ja m e s ’ laugh . D ouble  
b e d s  a re  v a s t h a b ita ts  to  be 
e n jo y e d  a n d  s a v o r e d ,  n o t  
p u sh e d  to  o n e  sid e  o r  to  be 
o n ly  s le p t on  a t th e  fu rth es t 
edge . S tretch  ou t w ide , bounce 
up  and  d o w n , le t th e  b ed p o sts  
c re a k  and  ap p rec ia te  th is  m o st 
b a s ic , h u m an  p ie c e  o f  fu rn i
tu re .



A  Y a n k e e  i n  K i n g  C o t t o n ' s  C o u r t

a  m i d w e s t  p e r s p e c t i v e  i n  t h e  d e e p  s o u t h

b y  M ik e  W e n d l in g

“ N e v e r  a g a i n  c a n  w e  a f f o r d  t o  l iv e  w i th  t h e  n a r ro w ,  

p r o v in c ia l  ‘o u t s i d e  a g i t a t o r ’ i d e a .  A n y o n e  w h o  l iv e s  in 

t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  c a n  n e v e r  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a n  o u t s i d e r  

a n y w h e r e  in  t h i s  c o u n t r y .”

- M a r t in  L u th e r  K in g  J r . ,  L e t t e r  f ro m  a  B i r m i n g h a m  J a i l

W h y  c o u ld n ’t th ey  have  g iven  m e B oston , I lam en ted , o r  m aybe 
S ea ttle?  I w o u ld  h av e  tak en  N e w  H av en , even .

M y  s ix -m o n th  jo b  in  C lev e la n d  w as up, and  in lo o k in g  fo r  an ­
o th e r  p o sitio n  w ith  the  sam e com pany , I had  a few  ch o ices  to pursue . 
A lbany , N ew  Y ork  —  to o  c lo se  to  hom e. A n d  to o  d am n  boring . A lb u ­
q u e rq u e , N e w  M e x ico  —  o n ly  a  tw o -m o n th  te m p o ra ry  slo t, an d  I w as 
lo o k in g  fo r  so m e th in g  a b it longer.

I e v en tu a lly  g o t th e  jo b  o p en in g  up  in M on tg o m ery , A lab am a.

In th e  m id d le  o f  F eb ru ary , w h en  the  w e a th e r  in th e  N o rth eas t is 
a t its w o rs t, w ith  su rp ris in g  ease  an d  a n early  equal am o u n t o f  fear, I 
p ack ed  up  m o st o f  m y  th in g s  an d  s ta rted  to  d riv e  sou th  fro m  m y  p ar­
e n ts ’ h o u se  in B uffalo .

A fte r  a  b r ie f  stop  in C lev e la n d , I s ta rted  to w ard  the  deep  South . 
Q u ick ly , th e  so rt o f  m an ia  th a t can  o n ly  d escen d  on  a long  c a r  trip  
a lo n e  fell o v e r  m e. I d ro v e  as fast an d  as far as I cou ld . T h e  w ea th e r  
g o t w a n n e r  and  the  acce n ts  g o t th icker. I sc a re d  m y se lf  in to  b e liev in g  
I w a s  h ead ed  fo r  so m e sort o f  H e a rt o f  D ark n ess , w ith  In te rs ta te  65 
tak in g  th e  p lace  o f  th e  C o n g o  River.

T h e  co m p an y  p u t m e up  in a H o lid ay  Inn  on the  o u tsk ir ts  o f  
to w n  w h ile  I fo u n d  a  p la c e  to  stay. It w as  h o rrib le . M o n tg o m ery  is 
r in g ed  by  an  en o rm o u s b y p ass h ig h w ay  c o n ta in in g  ev e ry  so rt o f  cha in  
b u sin e ss  y o u  can  im ag in e , a lo n g  w ith  co n s tan t, 2 4 -h o u r  n a il-b itin g  
tra ffic . I reso lv ed  to  find  a  p lace  as fast as p ossib le .

T h e  o n e  co n so la tio n  w as  th e  W affle H o u se  re s tau ran t nex t door.
I h ad  seen  ab o u t 100 W affle  H o u ses  on  th e  w ay  d o w n , a n d  it  w as  m y  
firs t ch a n c e  to  a c tu a lly  ea t a t one . T h e  w a itre ss  ca lled  m e  “ d a r lin ’,”  
as i f  to  fu lfill so m e  sort o f  s te reo ty p e , and  I o rd e re d  a ch eese  o m ­
elette . It w as  lig h t an d  f lu ffy  an d  cam e  in a  p u d d le  o f  g rits . T h e  last 
tim e  I rem em b er h av in g  an  om ele tte  th a t good , it w as  in a fan cy  F rench  
re s tau ran t in W ash ing ton , D .C ., and  it co s t $25 . A n d  it d id n ’t co m e 
w ith  grits .

I ch eck e d  o u t a  few  u n in sp ir in g  ap artm en ts . O n e  w as in a  n as ty ­
lo o k in g  co m p lex  ab o u t fo u r m ile s  o u ts id e  o f  d o w n to w n . T h e  m inu te  
I looked  a t it, I kn ew  I d id n ’t w an t to  live there . B ut I let the  m anager,

w h o  d id n ’t seem  to  hav e  an y th in g  e lse  to  do , sh o w  m e a ro u n d  an y ­
w ay. H e to ld  m e  th a t ren t in c lu d es g a rb ag e , w ater, an d  m o n th ly  b u g  
sp ray in g . To m a k e  co n v e rsa tio n , I a sk ed  h im  i f  th e  b u g  sp ray in g  ac ­
tu a lly  w o rk s. To m y  su rp rise , he  an sw ered  w ith  w h a t so u n d e d  like 
th e  p la in  tru th .

“ I t rea lly  d e p en d s  o n  th e  w ea th er,”  h e  sa id . “A  c o ld  w in te r  w ill 
kill the  bu g s, w arm  w e a th e r  an d  y o u  g e t ‘em  ev e ry w h ere . S p ray in g  
d o n ’t  h av e  m u c h  to  d o  w ith  it, rea lly .”

T h e  las t a p a rtm e n t I lo o k ed  a t w as in a  b u ild in g  a b it c lo se r  to  
th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  city. I t ’s o w n ed  by tw o  g u y s  w h o  live  in a  n earby  
house . W h en  I d ro v e  up, in fro n t o f  th e  h o u se  w ere  th ree  ca rs , four 
re fr ig e ra to rs , an d  a  p ick u p  truck .

A fte r  lo o k in g  at the  ap a rtm en t, o n e  o f  th e  o w n ers  — le t’s call 
h im  E d  —  to o k  m e in sid e  th e  h o u se  an d  sh o w ed  m e aro u n d . T h e  to u r 
to o k  at leas t tw ice  as lo n g  as th e  sh o w in g  o f  th e  ap a rtm en t, an d  fo r a 
m in u te  I th o u g h t he w as g o in g  to  o ffe r  m e th e  h ouse . H e p ro u d ly  
sh o w ed  m e so m e  a r t th a t h e  sa id  w as sw ap p ed  fo r  re n t a n d  is no w  
w o rth  th o u sa n d s  o f  d o lla rs . H e to ld  m e th a t h e ’s g o in g  to  rem o d el the 
ro o m s a c co rd in g  to  g en e ra l th em es —  an d  fo r these  he  has p icked  
“A rt D e c o ,”  “ S o u th e rn  B e lle ,”  an d  “ H ap p y  D ay s.”

In  th e  k itch en , E d  sh o w ed  m e an  an tiq u e  C o c a -C o la  m ach in e  
w ith  tw o  fron ts .

“ G u ess  w h a t th a t’s fo r,”  he  sa id .
“ I d o n ’t  k n o w ,” I sa id .
“N ow , m in d  y o u , th is  m a c h in e  is fro m  th e  ‘4 0 s ,” E d  sa id . “ A n d  

i t ’s fro m  here  in M o n tg o m ery , A la b a m a .”  H e  sa id  it ju s t  like that, 
lo n g  and  d raw n  ou t: “M o n tg o m ery , A lab am a .”

I s till d id n ’t hav e  an  answ er.
“ O n e  sid e  w as  fo r  b la c k s ,”  he  sa id , “ an d  th e  o th e r  s id e  w as fo r 

w h ite s .”
I to o k  th e  ap artm en t. I t ’s in  a  g o o d  lo ca tio n , n e a r  th e  m id d le  o f  

to w n  and  c lo se  to  w o rk , an d  th e  ren t is on ly  a  b it m o re  th an  w h a t I 
w as p ay in g  u p  no rth , liv in g  w ith  a  roo m m ate .

M y  n ew  h o m e  is tw o  b lo ck s sou th  o f  th e  A la b a m a  g o v e rn o r’s 
m an s io n , w h ere  G eo rg e  W allace  u se d  to  liv e , a n d  a b o u t fiv e  b locks



e a s t o f  th e  F. S co tt an d  Z e ld a  F itzg era ld  m u se u m , w h ere  F. S co tt ap ­
p a ren tly  p en n ed  T en d er is the  N ig h t (a  b o o k  w h ich , inc iden ta lly , has 
n o th in g  to  do  w ith  M o n tg o m ery ). T h a t sa id , th e re ’s n o th in g  rea lly  
specia l ab o u t th is  n e ig h b o rh o o d ; th e  c i ty ’s sm a ll, and  n ea rly  ev e ry ­
w h ere  y o u  go  y o u ’ll b u m p  in to  h is to ry  o f  o n e  so rt o r  an o th er, u su a lly  
m ark ed  by  a  s ta te ly  b lu e  sign  e m b lazo n ed  w ith  the  s ta te  an d  A m e ri­
can  flags.

N ea rb y  are  tw o  sc h o o ls , the  p riv a te  H u n tin g d o n  C o lleg e , and 
h is to rica lly  b lack  A la b a m a  S ta te  U n iversity . A lso  n o t fa r aw a y  is a 
stree t tha t con tains, acco rd in g  to  one o f  m y  cow orkers, “ the  on ly  stretch  
o f  b a rs  in M o n tg o m ery  th a t’s w o rth  a d am n .”

I k now  the  s te reo ty p es , and  I w a s n ’t su rp rised  to  find  th a t p eo p le  
tak e  th e ir  sw eet, p re c io u s  tim e  d o w n  here , w h e th e r  se rv in g  y o u  in a 
restau ran t o r  sh o w in g  you  a ro u n d  an  ap artm en t. I ’m  n o t th a t k in d  o f  
p erso n . I like m y co ffee  b lack , and  w h ile  I v a lu e  le isu re  an d  “ v a c a ­
tio n ,”  w h en  I ’v e  g o t so m e th in g  to  do , I w an t to do  it and  be  d o n e  w ith  
it.

A  few  d ay s  a f te r  I m o v ed  in to  m y ap a rtm en t, th e  m ain ten an ce  
m an , M ike , d ro p p ed  b y  to  c lean  the  stove . W h o e v e r  had  lived  in the 
ap artm en t b efo re  h a d n ’t bo thered  too  m u ch  abo u t c lean in g  it, and  M ike 
an d  a n o th e r  re s id e n t w h o  w as h e lp in g  h im  —  le t’s ca ll h im  P e te  —  
sp ray ed  so m e  n o x io u s  su b s tan ce  on th e  stove , in sid e  an d  o u t, and  said  
th e y ’d  be b ack  in a h a lf  h o u r  to  “ c lean  it up g o o d .”

T hree  hours later, th ey  arrived  again  a t m y door, to ting  five bo ttles 
o f  M ich e lo b . To m y  su rp rise , th ey  g o t r ig h t to  w o rk , in b e tw e e n  slugs 
o n  o n e  o f  th e  bo ttles.

“ H o w  y o u  gu y s d o in g ? ”  I a sk ed  a f te r  a  w hile .
“Ju s t fine,”  sa id  M ike . “ B ut w e ’d lik e  it i f  y o u  had  a b e e r  w ith

u s .”
S o  I d id , and  I sa t a t the  tab le  w h ile  th ey  sc ru b b ed  aw ay.
A fte r  c le a n in g  th e  stove , M ike  th en  tack led  the  flo o r an d  the  

sink , w h ich  had  g o tten  ra th e r  d irty  d u rin g  th e  c lean in g  o f  th e  stove .
I o ffered  P ete a  ch a ir  and  he p ro ceed ed  to  tell m e, a  to tal stranger, 

a ll ab o u t h is life , h is re la tio n sh ip  tro u b le s, h is d eg ree  from  A uburn  
U n iv e rsity  (w h ich  h e  o n ly  m an ag ed  a fte r  b e in g  p laced  on  p roba tio n : 
“ M e and  m y  b u d d ies , w e  w en t do w n  to  F lo rid a  one to o  m an y  tim es to 
p ick  up  so m e  stu ff ,” w as how  he  ex p la in ed  it), h is jo b  at th e  facto ry , 
an d  w h a t he  w as d o in g  w ith  h is girl fo r V a len tin e ’s Day.

T h ro u g h o u t th e  co n v e rsa tio n , d u r in g  w h ich  I re v e a le d  th a t I 
w o rk ed  as a  repo rter, an d  th a t I w as o rig in a lly  from  u p sta te  N ew  Y ork, 
an d  p ro b ab ly  n o th in g  e lse , P ete  d id n ’t  seem  ea g e r o r  fo rth co m in g . 
F ar from  it. H e a c tu a lly  looked  d o u r an d  d o w n tro d d en .

“ W h en  y o u ’re  y o u n g ,” he sa id , “ y o u ’re  ju s t  w o rr ie d  ab o u t 
w o m en , an d  g o in g  o u t all th e  tim e. T h in g s  a re  d iffe ren t w h en  y o u ’re 
o lder.”

P ete  to ld  m e ab o u t th e  rest o f  the  b u ild in g s ’ resid en ts . I found 
o u t th a t I liv ed  w ith  a  sc h o o lte ach er, a  m an  w h o  c o llec ts  p y th o n s  and, 
m ostly , s tuden ts .

In M on tgom ery  th ere  are  n um erous paw n shops. T here  are chains 
o f  p aw n  shops . E n te rin g  o n e , as I d id  sev era l tim es b u t m ay  n e v e r  do 
aga in , ju s t  fee ls  d irty , th o u g h  th e y ’re as c lean  and  w ell- lit as an y  Sears 
o r  W al-M art. T h e  b ig g e r sho p s tend  to  deal ex c lu s iv e ly  in th in g s  like 
e lec tro n ic s  an d  je w e lry ; th a t is, ex p en s iv e  stu ff, lu x u rie s , th e  firs t to 
g o  w h en  so m e b o d y ’s ren t is d u e  an d  th e y  hav e  no  m o n ey  a t all.

I tr ie d  b u y in g  a  s te reo  from  o n e  o f  th ese  shops. I tr ie d  to  p ick  
one  th a t looked  like it d id n 't  m ean  m u ch  to  anyone. H ow  y o u  te ll th is , 
I d o n ’t know , bu t 1 tr ie d  anyw ay . I a lso  tried  to  p ick  o n e  th a t w o rk ed , 
an d  fa iled  m iserab ly .

A b o u t 20  m in u tes  a f te r  tak in g  th e  th in g  h o m e, it b roke . T h e  C D  
p lay e r w o u ld n ’t a ck n o w led g e  C D s, th e  tu rn ta b le  d id n 't  sp in , an d  the  
rad io  w as  stuck  on  a B a p tis t sta tion . So I c a lled  th e  p aw n  sh o p  and  
p lay ed  m y firs t g am e  of: “ try  no t to  so u n d  like th e  Y ankee su ck er 
y o u ’v e  ju s t  b een  ta k e n  fo r.”

It w o rk ed , an d  I g o t m y m o n ey  b ack  in fu ll w h en  I to o k  the

s te reo  b a c k  th e  nex t day. B u t on  bo th  tr ip s  I n o ticed  so m e th in g  —  
a lth o u g h  there  w ere  qu ite  a  few  p eo p le  in  th e  sto re , it d id n ’t a p p e a r  as 
if  an y o n e  w as b u y in g  m uch . A ll th e  “ cu s to m e rs” seem ed  to  be  se ll­
ing.

In te rs ta te  65 s lice s n e a r  d o w n to w n ; I-8 5 , the  ro ad  to A tlan ta , 
b ran ch es  o ff, sp littin g  th e  c ity  in  tw o  n o rth -so u th  halves . A ro u n d  th e  
c ity  are  th o se  h o rrib le  “ b y p a ss”  roads; te e m in g  w ith  c a r  d ea le rsh ip s , 
strip  m alls  and  o u tle ts , th ey  co u ld  look no  u g lie r  i f  th ey  w ere  p lan n ed  
th a t w ay.

T h e  roads, m ore th an  the  c ity  lim its , d e fin e  M ontgom ery . T h e  
c ity  h as  n o  su b u rb s , p e r  se , b u t h as  e x p a n d e d  th ro u g h  s te ad y  a n n ex ­
a tio n  an d  co n tin u es  to  ad d  land.

L ik e  m o s t A m e ric a n  c ities , re len tle ss  g ro w th  has p u sh e d  h o m es 
fu rth er an d  fu rth e r  aw ay , so  th a t so m e o f  the  r itz ie s t h o u ses a re  w ell 
pas t the  bypasses , m ore than  a  h a lf  h o u r’s d riv e  fro m  dow ntow n . T h a t’s 
no  tim e  at all fo r a c ity  lik e  N e w  Y ork, b u t th is  is a  p lace  w h ere  y o u  
co u ld  w alk  from  o n e  c o m e r  o f  d o w n to w n  to  the  o ther, an d  n o t b reak  
a  sw ea t (a t least in th e  w in te r). M ore  p ro o f, I g u ess, th a t the  germ  o f  
u rb an  sp raw l h as in fec ted  p re tty  m uch  th e  w h o le  country .

T h e re ’s p o v e rty  here , an d  m o re  o f  it th an  in the  N orth . I c a n ’t 
q u ite  d ism iss  paw n sho p s as a  cu ltu ra l ex p ress io n  th a t i t ’s o k ay  to 
h av e  se co n d h an d  g o o d s, o r  th e  m any  es tab l ish m en ts  th a t acce p t dow n 
p ay m en ts  ag a in s t p ro jec ted  tax  re fu n d s a s  so m e stran g e  sort o f  a n ti­
g o v e rn m en t sen tim en t. T h e re ’s ju s t  no t a  w h o le  lot o f  m o n ey  a ro u n d  
here.

O n ce , ab o u t tw o  w eek s in to  m y s ta y  do w n  here , a m an  cam e  up 
to  m e in th e  g ro ce ry  sto re  and  asked  m e fo r so m e change.

“Ju s t 55 cen ts ,”  he  sa id . “ Y ou see, I ’m new  in to w n .”  A s i f  th a t 
so m e h o w  ex p la in ed  it. I g av e  h im  the  m oney , an d  as I d id , I rea lized  
th a t th e  tw o  q u a rte rs  an d  a  n ickel had  b een  the  o n ly  cash  I had  on  m e. 
B u t o f  co u rse  I had  a c red it ca rd  an d  b a n k  ca rd s an d  a  ch eck b o o k .

A t least, o r  so  it se em s, th e  p o v e r ty  isn ’t c ru sh in g . It is n o t the  
p o v e rty  o f  n eg lec t an d  co n s tan t hard  lab o r th a t Jam es A g ee  an d  W alker 
E van s found  d o w n  h ere  w h e n  th ey  pu t to g e th e r  “ L et U s N o w  P ra ise  
F am o u s M e n .”  It is, fo r the  m o st part, a p o v e rty  o f  re la tiv ity ; o f  se e ­
ing  p eo p le  in n ice  h o m es w ith  n ice  lam p s an d  n ice  p as ta  d ish es to  eat. 
N o t to  m en tio n  th e  b arrag e  o f  a d v e rtis in g , m ark e tin g , and  co n su m e r 
cu ltu re , a  d isp ro p o rtio n a te  am o u n t o f  w h ich  se em s to o rig in a te  from  
O u t T h ere , th a t is, o u ts id e  o f  M o n tg o m ery , o u ts id e  o f  A lab am a.

Yet th e  k inds o f  th in g s th a t go  a lo n g  w ith  p o v e rty  a re n ’t p a r tic u ­
larly  n o ticeab le  —  here  I ’m  ta lk in g  p rim a rily  o f  crim e. T h ere  are  
p laces  in  M o n tg o m ery  y o u  w o u ld n 't  w a n t to live, and  p laces w h ere  
you  d o n ’t  w an t to  be  a f te r  dark , b u t co m p ared  to  th e  long  s tre tch es  o f  
b lig h t in ev en  a m id -s ized  c ity  in th e  N o rth  (C lev e lan d , fo r in stan ce), 
these  a reas  are  few . T h e  c ity  had  its firs t m u rd e r o f  the  y e a r  in late 
F ebruary , on  co u rse  fo r a  y ea rly  to tal o f  ab o u t six . In  O h io , th e re  are  
to w n s o f  15 ,000 th a t a re  m o re  v io len t.

A n d  o u ts id e  o f  s itu a tio n s  in v o lv in g  co m m erc ia l tran sac tio n s , 
p eo p le  th ro u g h o u t the  c ity  a re  g en e ra lly  p o lite , k in d , ev en  hosp itab le . 
S o m e  p eo p le  I ’ve  m e t w ill g o  o u t o f  th e ir  w ay  fo r  y o u  n o t b ecau se  
y o u ’re  p ay ing  them  o r  y o u ’re a  w h ite  m an  o r  b ecau se  th ey  th in k  y o u ’re 
sp ec ia l, b u t ra ther, b e cau se  th a t’s ju s t  w h a t th e y  do.

O f  co u rse , no  d isc u ss io n  o f  the  S o u th  is co m p le te  w ith o u t ta lk ­
ing  ab o u t th e  th in g  b eh in d  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  flag  an d  the  sy m b o ls  and 
th e  rh e to ric  and  the co u n te r-rh e to ric : race . R ace  co a ts  p o litic s  dow n 
here. It ju m p s  o u t from  the  ed ito ria l p ag e  o f  th e  M o n tg o m ery  A d v er­
tiser. It liv es and  d efin es  and  fo r so m e p eo p le , it is th e ir  c ru tch  o r  th e ir  
n em es is , th e ir  reaso n  fo r b e in g , an d  fo r th is  reaso n  a lo n e  it is so m e ­
th in g  th a t s im p ly  c a n ’t be ignored .

Y es, race  is still the m o st im p o rtan t issu e  in th e  S ou th , an d  w h ile  
(p e rh a p s)  the  h a rd lin es o f  bo th  th e  e x trem e  left an d  righ t have  been  
m o llified  sin ce  th e  ‘6 0 s, p eo p le  still d isa g re e  as m u ch  as ever.

Y ou hav e  to  go  back  to  m ed iev a l E u ro p e  to  find  a p o p u la tio n



th a t has c lu n g  to  th e  flag  o f  a v an q u ish ed  nation  fo r as lo n g a s  so m e 
p eo p le  do w n  here hav e  been  a ttach ed  to  the  C o n fed e ra te  ba ttle  flag. 
A n d  ev en  th en , i t ’s ra re  fo r  an a rm y  an d  a  c o u n ty  to  b e  d es tro y ed  fo r 
so  u tte r ly  lo n g  an d  still, in p rin c ip a l, h a v e  “ fo llo w ers .”

To b e  h o n es t, th e  C o n fed e ra te  flag  isn ’t f ly ing  from  ev e ry  porch  
in th e  S outh . You see  it o ccas io n a lly , m ay b e  ev en  no  m o re  so than  
y o u  do  in th e  N o rth . A n d  th o se  th a t d isp lay  it, m o st o f  th em , anyw ay, 
a re n ’t go in g  to  p artic ip a te  in an y  sort o f  a rm ed  reb e llio n  a n y tim e  soon. 
F ar from  it.

T h u s th e  q u es tio n  is ra ised : w h y  p u t it up  at a ll?  I t’s th e  sym bo l 
o f  a  cu ltu re  th a t is n o t on ly  gon e  b u t ev en  in its ro m an tic iz ed  fo rm  is 
an ach ro n is tic  an d  o u td a ted  in th e  m o d e m  w o rld ; an d  i t ’s a lso  so m e ­
th in g  th a t’s o ffen s iv e  to  a  s ig n if ican t p e rcen tag e  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n . To 
m e, th a t d o e s n ’t se em  w o rth  th e  hassle .

B lam e it on “ id en tity  p o litic s” o r  “ n ew  c a p ita lism ,” bu t th e  re a ­
so n  I th in k  m o st p eo p le  fly  th e  battle  flag  is th a t it g iv es them  so m e­
th in g  th a t “b e lo n g s  to  th e m ;” so m e th in g  th e y  can  id en tify  w ith  as 
o th e r  p eo p le  id en tify  w ith  th e  B ap tis t C h u rch  o r  th e  D em ocratic  P arty ; 
so m e th in g  th a t th ey  id en tify  w ith  th a t is n ’t  W al-M art o r  W inn-D ix ie . 
A n d  as w ith  m o st sy m b o ls  th a t p eo p le  ho ld  dear, an a ttack  on  the  flag  
is p e rso n a l; by  ca llin g  fo r th e  f la g ’s rem o v al from , say, th e  S outh  
C a ro lin a  s ta te h o u se , y o u ’re  n o t o n ly  in su ltin g  th e  p e rso n  w h o ’s f ly ­
in g  it, b u t a lso  th e ir  h isto ry , an d  th e ir  an ces to rs , w h o  m ay  o r  m ay  no t 
h av e  a c tu a lly  fo u g h t in  th e  C iv il W ar, o r  o w n ed  slaves.

E ventually , the  C onfedera te  ba ttle  flag  w ill van ish  from  the  South, 
as it sh o u ld , b u t w h ile  th e re  a re  p eo p le  w h o  need  so m e th in g  to  attach  
to  an d  to  id en tify  w ith , th e re  w ill be p eo p le  do w n  h ere  w h o  ch o o se  
th is  p o ten t, e v o ca tiv e , co n tro v e rs ia l, (d a re  I sa y  rac is t)  sym bol.

W h en  P re s id en t C lin to n  v is ited  S e lm a in M arch , h e  en te red  a 
c ity  w h o se  sc h o o ls  a re  o n ly  s lig h tly  less se g reg a te d  th an  in the  1950s. 
In s te a d  o f  legal se g reg a tio n  o f  p u b lic  sch o o ls , S e lm a h as se ttled  in to  
a  k in d  o f  m o n e ta ry  se g reg a tio n , w h ere  th e  rich  fo lk s (m o stly  w h ite) 
sen d  th e ir  k id s  to  p riv a te  sch o o ls , an d  th e  p o o r  fo lk s (m o stly  b lack) 
sen d  th e ir  k id s to  p u b lic  schools.

S e lm a ’s c la im  to  fam e, o f  co u rse , b o th  no w  in an d  p ro b a b ly  w ell 
in to  th e  fu tu re , is th e  1965 m arch  to  M o n tg o m ery  led  by  M artin  L u th e r 
K in g  Jr., a  m ass a c tio n  th a t led  to  th e  V oting  R ig h ts  A ct.

A ro u n d  th e  sam e tim e  each  year, th e  local te lev is io n  s ta tio n s 
like to  sh o w  fo o tag e  o f  th a t n o w -fam o u s m arch  to  M ontgom ery . It is 
b ru tal and  it is ugly. T h e  un arm ed  m arch e rs  are  th ro w n  b a ck w a rd s  on  
a  w a v e  o f  v io le n c e , o f  f ire  h o se s an d  tru n ch eo n s . S k u lls  a re  b roken . 
W rists a re  frac tu red . I t is n a k ed  a n d  ex trem e , s ic k en in g , s ta te -sp o n ­
so red  v io len ce .

B u t th e  b ru tish n ess  o f  th o se  v id eo tap es  se rv es to sh o w  us so m e ­
th in g  a bo u t the  p re sen t day. T o d ay ’s b a ttles  a re n ’t as c le a r  cut. T he 
lin es a re  n o t as d efin ed ; it is m o re  d ifficu lt ( th o u g h  n o t im p o ssib le ) 
to d ay  to  p o in t a t so m e th in g  an d  say, “ T h is  is w ro n g . T h is  is an  in ju s­
tic e .” Y et th e  S ou th , an d  th e  n a tio n , is still ad ju s tin g . H av in g  th o u g h t 
so lo n g  in b lack  a n d  w h ite , i t ’s d if fic u lt to  th in k  o f  sh a d es in betw een . 
A n d  a ll th e  o th e r  c o lo rs  bes ides.

B esides race , m o ra lism  is p e rv as iv e  d o w n  here. B y  “m o ra lism ,” 
I m ean , p rim arily , C hristian ity . W ith in  th e  C h ris tian  re lig ion , th e  po p u ­
la tio n  is a c tu a lly  q u ite  d iv e rse , w ith  n o  less th an  65 d en o m in a tio n s  
lis ted  in th e  M o n tg o m ery  p h o n e  b o o k , so  I m ay  indeed  b e  g u ilty  o f  
o v e rg en e ra liz in g . B u t th e  b as ic  sig n s a re n ’t ha rd  to  spo t. T h e  c ity  is 
aw ash  in re lig io n  an d  re lig io u s  lan g u ag e , fro m  the  ch u rch es to  the  
b illb o a rd s  to th e  n e w sp a p e r  to  the  M o rm o n s w h o  live  up sta irs . A nd  
ev en  M ike the  m ain ten an ce  m an  a sk ed  b efo re  he b ro u g h t b e e r  into 
m y  ap a rtm en t, ju s t  to  be  sure. T h is  w a s  a f te r  h e  a sk ed  i f  it w as  o k ay  
to  co m e  o v e r  a t a ll on  a  S unday : “ I t’s n o t a  c h u rc h -g o in g  d ay  fo r 
y o u ? ”

I hav e  m ix e d  o p in io n s w h en  it c o m es to  th e  im m ed ia te  (as o p ­
p o se d  to  h is to rica l)  in flu en ce  o f  re lig io n . O n o n e  han d , re lig io n  can

m ak e  a p erson  w h o  m ig h t d rin k  all day, cu rse  ev e ry  seco n d  w o rd , and 
h it h is ch ild ren  re fra in  from  d o in g  th o se  th in g s. R e lig io n  can  co n ­
v in c e  a  rich  p e rso n  to  g iv e  h e r  m o n e y  to  a  p o o r  p e rso n , an d  it can  do 
it a  lo t e a s ie r  th a n  a  g o v e rn m e n t can . A n d  re lig io n  can  g iv e  ho p e  to  
th o se  less w ell-o ff , an d  su s ta in  th a t ho p e  u n til, like w h a t h ap p en ed  
35 y ea rs  ago , r ise  up  w h en  the  lim es and  the  leaders are  r ig h t and  
th e y ’ve  h ad  enough .

B ut o f  co u rse , re lig io n ’s p erv asiv e  m o ra lism  m ak es o u tcas ts  o f  
th o se  w h o  d o  th in g s th a t, u n d e r  m o st c ircu m stan ces , h u rt n o  o n e  bu t, 
p e rh ap s, th e  p e rso n  d o in g  them . T h e  id ea  o f  “ v ic tim less  c r im e ,”  e m ­
p hasis o n  th e  w o rd  c rim e , has g iven  us 
lau g h ab le  law s ag a in s t p riv a te  sex  ac ts 
and  a b loated  w ar on  d rugs, am o n g  o th er 
th ings.

H eavy-handed  m oralism  also  tends 
n o t to  w o rk  a lo t o f  th e  tim e . I f  y o u ’re 
to ld  n o t to  d o  so m e th in g  y o u ’re  g o in g  
to  w an t to  do  it, e ith e r  b e c a u se  it fee ls 
goo d  o r  ju s t  to  see w h a t i t ’s like.

A n d  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  in s id io u s  
th in g s  a b o u t  r e l ig io u s  
m o ra lism  is th a t it ten d s 
to  s t if le  d is c u s s io n  a n d  
n o n c o n fo rm ity , a n d  th a t 
leads to  all so rts  o f  soc ia l 
ills, bo th  n am ed  an d  un ­
nam ed.

S p rin g  h a s  a rriv ed ; 
s t r a n g e  n a t iv e  p u r p le  
b lo o m s a re  f illin g  in  the  
sp a ces in fron t y a rd s and  
s id e  a l le y w a y s  a n d  th e  
ra ilin g s  o n  m y  porch .

I ’m  h e r e  u n t i l  th e  
su m m er an d  in to  th e  s ta rt 
o f  fo o tb a ll seaso n , w h ich  
h as  lo n g  su rp assed  p la n t­
ing  season  as th e  m o st im ­
p o rtan t tim e  o f  th e  year.
I k e e p  t h i n k in g  th a t ,  
th ro w n  in to  th is  p lace  a l­
m o st b y  ch an ce , I ’ll fin d  
o u t  s o m e th in g  b a s ic  
ab o u t m y se lf. B ut 
I ’ll se ttle  fo r  f in d ­
ing  so m e th in g  b a ­
sic  o u t ab o u t th is  
p lace ; I ’m  u n d e r­
s t a t i n g  th e  c a s e  
w h e n  I say  i t ’s d if ­
f e r e n t ,  l ik e  n o  
p la c e  I ’v e  e v e r  
lived , o r  w ill e v e r  
live  again .



S t r a n g e  B e d f e l l o w s . . .

V i c t o r y  R e c o r d s  a n d  t h e  P o r n  I n d u s t r y

O rig in a lly  I  m e a n t f o r  th is  a r t ic le  to  be  a  w e ll- re s e a rc h e d  a r t ic le  f u l l  
o f  q u o te s  a n d  d o c u m e n te d  in fo rm a tio n  f ro m  a  p le th o ra  o f  reso u rces . 
B u t a la s , e x tra c tin g  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  o p in io n s  o u t o f  h a rd c o re  b an d s  
a n d p o r n o g ra p h e r s  p ro v e d  m o re  d a u n tin g  a  ta sk  th a n  I  h a d  th o u g h t 
a n d  m y h ec tic  sc h e d u le  d id  n o t a llo w  m e the  tim e to  a d e q u a te ly  h o u n d  
them  f o r  th e  a n sw e rs  I  w as after. So w h a t y o u  h av e  h e re  is p e rh a p s  
m o re  o f a  c r i t ic a l  a n a ly s is  a n d  a  p re p o n d e ra n c e  o f  th e  su b je c t a t  hand. 
H o p efu lly  th is  w ill sp a rk  so m e  d ia lo g u e .

So o u r sto ry  b eg ins w h ile  I am  a t w o rk  o n e  d ay  w as tin g  so m e 
tim e  ch eck in g  o u t the p u n k ro ck .n e t m essag eb o ard . T here  w as a  thread  
en titled  so m e th in g  a lo n g  the  lin es o f  “ E w w w , th is  is g ro ss !,”  so  o f  
co u rse  I c lick  o n  it, o n ly  to  have  a  p o rn o  a d v e rtisem en t p o p  up  on  m y  
brow ser. To find  o u t th a t V icto ry  R eco rd s had  supp lied  the  so u n d track  
to  a p o rn o  w as a b it su rp ris in g , b u t 1 c a n ’t say  th a t 1 w as te rrib ly  
sho ck ed . V ic to ry  had  m ad e  so m e  w av es  w ith in  th e  h a rd co re  co m m u ­
n ity  b e fo re  b y  p la c in g  ad v e rtise m e n ts  in p o rn o g rap h ic  m ag az in es . So 
w h en  I fo u n d  o u t ab o u t th is  m o v ie , it m ere ly  a ro u sed  m y  curiosity .

Y ou see, I en jo y  b o th  p o m  an d  h a rd co re  (th o u g h  n o t rea lly  the 
V ic to ry  R e co rd s  lineup). T h e  h a rd co re  co m m u n ity  in g en era l is p ro b ­
ab ly  sp lit on  th e  issu e  o f  p o rnography . M any  are  a d am an tly  ag a in s t 
it, w h ile  m an y  do  co n su m e  it. H ow ever, up  un til th is  p o in t, th e  co n ­
n ec tio n  b e tw een  th e  p o m  in d u stry  an d  the  h a rd co re  m u sic  co m m u ­
n ity  w as co in c id en ta l a t best. T h is  v ideo , en titled  “T h e  L egacy ,” m arks 
th e  firs t m a jo r  p a rtn e rsh ip  o f  p o m  an d  h a rd co re  m u sic  p ro d u ce rs  th a t 
I am  aw are . T hu s, I w as  in te rested  in se e in g  w h a t th is  m ee tin g  o f  the 
m in d s w o u ld  crea te .

In itia lly , th e re  w ere  tw o  m ain  th in g s th a t m ad e  m e curious. N u m ­
b e r  O ne: w h ich  o f  th e  m a n y  b an d s on V ic to ry  R e co rd s a g reed  to  lend 
th e ir  m u sic  to  th e  v id eo ?  N u m b e r  Tw o: w h a t ty p e  o f  s to ry lin e  w o u ld  
be  re flec te d  in the  v id eo ?  W ould  th e  co n ten t o f  th e  v id eo  be  g eared  
to w ard s  the  h a rd co re  m u sic  au d ien ce?  O r  w o u ld  th is  ju s t  be  y o u r  
av erag e , ru n -o f-th e -m ill, p o m  v id eo  w ith  a h a rd co re  so u n d track ?

W ell, 1 sto p p e d  by  m y  local W est C o a st V ideo  w ith  the  in ten t o f  
ju s t  see in g  w h e th e r  th ey  sto ck ed  the  v ideo . S ea rch in g  in the  b ack  
ro o m  I found  w h a t I w as lo o k in g  for. A fte r  see in g  a w o m an  w earin g

a  V ic to ry  R e co rd s  T -sh irt, I rea lized  th a t I  h ad  no  ch o ice , I h ad  to  ren t 
it.

Victory Records: some background
N o w  i f  y o u  are  n o t ed u ca ted  on  w h a t th e  h a rd co re /p u n k  m u sic  

co m m u n ity  is, y o u  m ay  w o n d e r  w h a t is so  specia l ab o u t th is  c o lla b o ­
ration  w ith  th e  p o m  industry . To m o st in v o lv ed  in h a rd co re , it is m o re  
th an  ju s t  m usic . W h ile  d e fin itio n s  o f  h a rd co re  vary , a t its ve ry  base  
lev e l, it is a  m an ife s tio n  o f  th e  D IY  (d o -it-y o u rse lf)  e th ic . A s id e  fro m  
th e  so u n d  an d  th e  v e ry  p rac tica l D IY  e th ic , th e re  te n d s  to  be  a d eep e r 
ideo lo g y  b eh in d  h ardco re . A  so rt o f  eg a lita r ia n  th o u g h t, b ased  in a n ­
a rch ism , an d  co n ta in in g  th e  ten e ts  o f  a n ti-rac ism , a n ti-sex ism , and  
a n ti-h o m o p h o b ia , am o n g s t o thers.

S om e p eo p le  hav e  sa id  th a t b e cau se  th is  v id eo  is a ffilia ted  w ith  
V icto ry  R eco rd s , th a t m an y  w ith in  th e  h a rd co re  co m m u n ity  are  try ­
ing  th e ir  h a rd es t to  m ak e  th is  v id eo  lo o k  w o rse  than  it is. V ic to ry  has 
left a  b ad  ta s te  in th e  m o u th  o f  m a n y  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  h a rd co re  c o m ­
m u n ity  o v e r  th e  years . W h e th e r  it is b ecau se  o f  th e ir  d ea lin g s  w ith  
O n e  L ife  C re w  (a  rac is t, m iso g y n is tic  b an d ), E a rth  C ris is  (a  m ilita n t 
an im a l-rig h ts  ban d , w h o m  m an y  b e liev e  ta rn ish  the  im age o f  th e  a n i­
m a l-rig h ts  m o v em en t)  o r  s im p ly  b e cau se  o f  th e ir  en d le ss  p arad e  o f  
co o k ie -cu tte r, to ugh-guy , m ach o  h a rd co re ; m an y  h a rd co re  fan s s im ­
p ly  d is lik e  V ictory . To m any , th is  s im p ly  re p re se n ts  a n o th e r  reaso n  to  
h a te  V ictory .

To be  h o n est, I ’m  n o  fan  o f  V ic to ry  R e co rd s . I c a n ’t  th in k  o f  
m a n y  reco rd s  th a t th e y  h a v e  re le a se d  th a t  I w o u ld  rea lly  ca re  to  ow n.
I call in to  q u es tio n  m an y  o f  th e ir  b u sin e ss  p ra c tic e s  and  the  very  im ­
ag e  th a t th ey  po rtray . To m e, th e y  e m b o d y  m an y  th in g s th a t I d islike  
ab o u t th e  h a rd co re  scene . H o w ev er, fo r  a  b r ie f  m o m en t w h e n  I firs t 
read  ab o u t “ T h e  L eg acy ,”  I w as in trig u e d  an d  h o p in g  fo r the  best.

1 lik e  p o rn o g rap h y , b u t d a m n  i f  it d o e s n ’t  b eco m e  ab so lu te ly  re ­
du n d an t. T h e  s to ry lin es, th e  m u sic , th e  se x  scen es, ev ery th in g . B ut 
w ith  th is  v id eo  b e in g  d o n e  in  c o lla b o ra tio n  w ith  a  h a rd co re  label, I 
th o u g h t p e rh ap s  w e  w o u ld  g e t so m e th in g  a  b it  d iffe ren t. M ay b e  w e 
w o u ld  g e t a b it o f  h a rd c o re /p u n k  ro ck  tw ist. P e rh ap s  th e  v id eo  w o u ld  
be  c e n te re d  a ro u n d  a  g ro u p  o f  p e o p le  w h o  w e re  su p p o se d  to  be  
“ h a rd co re .” H ey th a t w ou ld  be  coo l. R e g a rd le ss  o f  ho w  su rrea l and 
r id ic u lo u s  th a t m ig h t a p p e a r (b u t a re n ’t  a ll p o m  sto ry lin es  su rrea l and 
rid ic u lo u s? ) , it w o u ld  su re ly  b e  a ch a n g e  o f  p a c e  and  so m e th in g  th a t 
w o u ld  m ak e  th is  v id eo  d iffe ren t th an  th e  h u n d re d s  o f  o th e rs  in  the  
b ack  ro o m  o f  th e  W est C o a st V ideo.

W ell, a las , y o u  can  p ro b ab ly  te ll b y  no w  th a t m y h o p es w ere  
sq u ash ed . A s id e  fro m  a lm o st ev ery  cas t m e m b e r  w earin g  a V ic to iy  
R e co rd s  T -sh irt o r  o n e  o f  th e ir  b a n d ’s T -sh irts  an d  th e  in c lu sio n  o f  the 
“ h a rd c o re ”  m u sic , v e ry  little  o f  th is  v id eo  se p ara ted  it fro m  y o u r  av ­
e rag e  g en e ric  p o m . A s m u ch  as I w a n te d  to  b e  ab le  to  say  th a t th is  
v id eo  ex cee d ed  th e  a v e rag e  p o m , in m a n y  w ay s it fell b e lo w  m y  ex ­
pecta tio n s .

Why?
I su p p o se  I h o ld  v en tu res b y  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  h a rd co re /p u n k  co m ­

m u n ity  up to a h ig h e r  stan d ard . 1 look  a ro u n d  and  see  so  m u ch  ere-



o r  S o u l  m a t e s ?

a tiv ity  an d  en erg y  an d  I beg in  to th in k  ab o u t a ll th e  p o ss ib ilitie s . W e 
can  d o  so  m u ch  an d  co n tro l so  m u ch  o f  o u r d es tin ies . W h ile  th e  ab il­
ity  to  b u ild  o u r o w n  a u to m o b ile s  an d  m ak e  o u r ow n  c h a in saw s still 
rem a in s  o u t o f  o u r reach , w e  hav e  p ro v en  ex cep tio n a lly  cap ab le  o f  
co n tro llin g  o u r ow n  m ed ia  an d  en te rta in m en t. So w h y  n o t o u r ow n  
p o rn o g rap h y  (o r e ro tica , i f  y o u  p refe r).

P u n k -c rea te d  p o m  h as ex is te d  o v e r  th e  y ears . I re m e m b e r w hen  
I firs t g o t in v o lv ed  in p u n k , see in g  th e  ad s fo r Taste o f  L a tex , a  fe tish  
m ag az in e  in issu es o f  M axim um R ock& R oll. I h av e  a lso  seen  v ario u s 
o th e r  e ro tic  fan z in es an d  ev en  so m e v id eo s , b u t I c an n o t e v e r  recall 
se e in g  an y  m ajor, w e ll-d o n e  p ro d u c tio n  befo re . E sp ec ia lly  no n e  that 
u tilized  b an d s  o r  a  reco rd  lab e l o f  an y  reco g n itio n . P erh ap s  it h as  to 
d o  w ith  pun k  and  h a rd co re  m a in ly  b e in g  a  y o u th -o rien ted  scene , w ith  
m o st p eo p le  d ro p p in g  o u t in th e ir  m id  2 0 s, b u t "T h e  L eg acy ” is s ig ­
n if ic an t in th a t it is th e  firs t o f  its k ind .

S al, o f  th e  hard co re  ban d  E lectric  F ra n k en ste in  (th e  on ly  band 
in v o lv ed  w ith  th is  p ro je c t w h o  re tu rn ed  m y  e-m ail q u es tio n s) , sa y s  “ I 
th in k  th a t p u n k  an d  p o rn o  h av e  a  lo t in  co m m o n  in th a t th e y  a re  bo th  
in d ep en d en t p ro jec ts , in v o lv e  s tro n g  life sty le  d ec is io n s  an d  are  o u t­
cas ts  from  m ain stream  so c ie ty  . . . ”  I w o u ld  ag ree. P u n k /h a rd co re  and 
p o rn o  hav e  bo th  c rea ted  th e ir  ow n  b u sin e sse s  o u ts id e  the  m ain stream  
an d  c rea ted  th e ir  ow n  d istr ib u tio n  ch an n e ls . T h ey  bo th  hav e  th e ir  
ow n  u n iq u e  co m m u n itie s  and  lifesty les.

W h ile  th is  m ay  b e  tru e , h a rd co re  an d  p u n k  a re  ab o u t m o re  th an  
ju s t  d o in g - it-y o u rse lf  a n d  ce rta in ly  m o re  th an  ju s t  a lo o k  o r  a sound . 
Indeed , as I m en tio n ed  befo re , th e re  are  th e  d e e p e r id eo lo g ica l im p li­
ca tio n s  th a t w e  m u st d ea l w ith  a n d  a lso  th e  s im p le  q u es tio n  o f  c re ­
a tiv ity . Ju s t b ecau se  so m e th in g  is c rea ted  in a  D IY  m a n n e r  an d  ju s t  
b e cau se  so m e th in g  ex is ts  o u ts id e  th e  c o n fin es  o f  th e  m a jo r  m ed ia , 
d o es  th a t im m ed ia te ly  m ak e  th e  p ro je c t p o sitiv e ?  D o es th a t m ak e  it 
so m e th in g  th a t w e  w an t a s so c ia ted  w ith  h ard co re?  I w ou ld  say  no, 
the p ro je c t w o u ld  h av e  to  m ee t th e  id eo lo g ica l and  c rea tiv e  stan d ard s 
o f  th e  co m m u n ity , as w e ll as th e  p rac tica l s tan d ard s . I g u ess th is  is 
w h y  I fe jj le t d o w n  b y  “ T h e  L eg acy .”

T h e  sto ry lin e  w as th e  firs t m a jo r  le tdow n . W h en  I p o sted  so m e ­
th in g  on a  m essag eb o a rd  ab o u t how  I w ish e d  th e  m o v ie  w o u ld  have  
been  ab o u t a g ro u p  o f  ho t an d  h o rn y  A n im al L ib e ra tio n  F ro n t (A L F ) 
m em b ers , so m e b o d y  ask ed  m e, “ W h a t th e  h e ll d o es  th e  A L F  h a v e  to 
do  w ith  V ic to ry  R e co rd s?”  W ell, I w o u ld  re sp o n d , th e  A L F  h as  m o re  
to  do  w ith  V ic to ry  an d  h a rd co re  in g en e ra l th an  p ro s titu tio n . Yep, 
th a t’s rig h t, th e  s to ry lin e  rev o lv ed  a ro u n d  a  p ro s titu tio n  ring . T he 
sto ry  is ac tu a lly  a b it m o re  co m p lex  than  th a t, b u t a lm o st e v e ry b o d y  
w h o  en d s up  h av in g  sex  is d o in g  it u n d e r the  g u ise  o f  p ro stitu tio n . 
R eally , can  y o u  g e t a  m o re  tr ite , u n in sp ired  sto ry lin e?  I d id n ’t  th in k  
so.

P erh ap s a m o re  d is tu rb in g  p ro b le m  w ith  th is  v id eo  w a s  th e  p o r­
trayal o f  w o m en . To b eg in  w ith , h av in g  the  w o m en  p ro tray ed  as p ro s­
titu te s  is n o t th e  b e s t w ay  to  k ick  th in g s  off. N o t th a t p ro s titu tio n  is 
in h e ren tly  d e g rad in g  o r  d ise m p o w erin g  to  w o m en . H ow ev er, w ith in  

th e  co n tex t o f  a  p o m , it  b eco m es d ifficu lt to  se t up  p o sitiv e  sexual 
in te rac tio n s.

A dd itionally , th e re  w ere  so m e d isp lay s  o f  p o w er w h ich  d istu rbed

m e an d  m y fe llo w  v iew ers. W hile  n o t o u tr ig h t ab u s iv e  an d  ce rta in ly  
n o t in d ica tiv e  o f  rap e , th e re  w ere  so m e  m o m en ts  in th e  m o v ie  th a t 
w ere  q u estio n a b le , to  say  th e  least. A t o n e  po in t, tw o  m en fo rce  th e ir  
w ay  in to  th e  m ain  c h a ra c te r ’s h o m e an d  b as ica lly  say  “ H ave sex  w ith  
us. Y o u ’re a p ro stitu te . I t’s y o u r  jo b .” A lth o u g h  she  w illin g ly  says 
“y e s ,”  th e  sc en e  still left a bad  im p ress io n  in m y m ind . Is th is  th e  type 
o f  th in g  w e  w a n t h a rd co re  to  be asso c ia ted  w ith ?  F or th a t m atter, is 
th is so m e th in g  th a t w e w an t asso c ia ted  w ith  porn?

O v era ll, th e  v id eo  w as e x c e p tio n a lly  m a le -cen te red . A  q u ick  
in d ica to r  o f  th is  w as th e  co m p le te  lack  o f  m a le -o n -fem a le  cu n n ilin - 
gus. T h is  is  a  m a in  c ritic ism  o f  p o m  in  g en e ra l, th a t it c a te rs  o n ly  to  
m e n ’s d es ire s  and  d isreg a rd s  the  n e e d s  o f  w om en .

So y o u  are  s ittin g  there  are  say in g , “ W ell, w h a t d id you  ex p ec t?  
It’s p o m  and  p o m  is trite  and  b o rin g  and  ten d s  to  be  m ale -cen te red  
an d  tre a ts  w o m en  poorly . Ju s t b ecau se  th e  h a rd co re  co m m u n ity  go t 
in v o lv ed  d o e s n ’t  m e a n  i t ’s su d d e n ly  g o in g  to  be  en lig h te n in g  an d  ex ­
c itin g .”  W ell, p e rh ap s  w e  shou ld . P unk  and  h a rd co re  a re  ab o u t c rea t­
ing a lte rn a tiv es. W e d id n ’t like the  w ay  the  reco rd  in d u stry  ran th ings, 
so w e  c rea ted  o u r ow n  a lte rn a tiv es . W h y  c a n ’t w e do  the  sam e th in g  
w ith  p o rn ?

T h e  a n sw er is “ W e c a n !” I f  w e  w an t, w e  can  c rea te  p o m  that 
isn ’t  p a in t-b y -n u m b ers . P o rn  th a t is  c rea tiv e  an d  ex c itin g . H ell, I b e t 
it co u ld  ev en  be  fu n n y  and  in te lligen t. O u r p o m  co u ld  ce leb ra te  all 
sexual o rien ta tio n s  and  fu lfill the  ero tic  need s o f  a ll th e  sexes. B est o f  
a ll, it co u ld  be  ab o u t p eo p le  like us s ta rr in g  p eo p le  like us ( o f  legal 
ag e , cou rse).

Ju s t b e c a u se  V ic to ry  R e co rd s fa iled  a t sa tis fy in g  m e ( i t’s n o t the  
firs t tim e), d o es  n o t m ean  w e sh o u ld  g iv e  up o n  th e  idea  th a t th ey  
sta rted . L e t’s co m b in e  th o se  lu sty  d es ires  w ith  the  p u n k ro ck /h a rd c o re  
ideals th a t w e have.
For more information on Victory Records, visit www.victoryrecords.com.
For more information on "The Legacy,” visit www.extremeassociates.com or 
www.jessica-darlin.com.
For some positive (though not related to hardcore) examples o f porn (as well 
as lots o f  other fun stuff), visit Good Vibrations at www.good-vibes.com.



C i l e s t i n e  D i s m e m b e r e d :  

T h e  O c t a v e  M i r b e a u  E x p e r i e n c e  i n  E n g l i s h

b y  R o b e r t  H e lm s

C ro ss in g  th e  A tlan tic  an d  s tu d y in g  a  new  lan g u ag e  can  b rin g  on 
s tran g e  rev e la tio n s  ab o u t o n e ’s o w n  n a tiv e  land  an d  th e  n a rro w n e ss  
o f  its  cu ltu re . I w as to  b eco m e  a la rm ed  as I d isc o v e red  a  g rea t F rench  
an a rch is t w riter, O c tav e  M irb eau  (1 8 4 8 -1 9 1 7 ) an d  th e  reaso n s  w h y  
h is nam e m ean s n o th in g  to  m o st p eo p le  in the  E n g lish -sp eak in g  w orld .

O f  all th e  p e rso n a litie s  in th e  m o v e m e n t’s h is to ry  I h av e  so u g h t 
to  know , M irb e a u  is th e  m o st u n d e rap p rec ia ted . In ad d itio n  to  b e in g  a 
h ig h ly  acc la im ed  p lay w rig h t, no v e lis t, sho rt s to ry  w rite r, an d  sa tirist, 
he  w as am o n g  the  m o s t im p o rtan t a rt an d  lite ra ry  c ritic s  in  P a ris  fo r 
o v e r  th irty  o f  th e  m o st fam o u s y ea rs  in th a t c i ty ’s cu ltu ra l h isto ry . H e 
w as a lso  a  p rom in en t an ti-m ilita ris t fig u re  in the D reyfus A ffa ir (w hich  
n ea rly  tu rn ed  in to  a c iv il w ar), a  fem in is t o f  rare  in sig h t, a p assio n a te  
lov er o f  an im als, an  en v ironm en ta list, an d  a na tu ra list w h o  w o v e  p lan ts 
o f  ev e ry  k in d  in to  a lm o st ev e ry  p a g e  o f  f ic tio n  he  w ro te .

K n o w n  fo r h is e x trem e ly  cu ttin g  a ttack s  on  th e  ab u ses  o f  g o v ­
e rn m en t, th e  ch u rch , th e  rich , an d  th e  m ilita ry , sp a rin g  no  d e ta il o f  
c ru e lty  an d  w eird  im m orality , M irb eau  b ecam e  fam o u s in  F ra n ce , and 
ev en tu a lly  so m e w h a t w ealthy . T h e  b u st on  h is g rave  by  A u g u s t R od in , 
m ad e  by  th e  a rtis t as a  to k en  o f  p erso n a l g ra titu d e , m ay  illu stra te  his 
im p o rta n c e  to  F re n ch  cu ltu re . H is  w o rk  w as  re q u ire d  re a d in g  fo r 
F ren ch  studen ts un til the  V ichy  go v ern m en t d isa llo w ed  it d u rin g  W orld 
W ar II. Today, h is b o o k s  a re  aga in  av a ilab le  in ev e ry  F re n ch  b o o k ­
sto re , h is  m o re  o b sc u re  title s  are  b ack  in  p rin t, an d  h is p lay s a re  be in g  
rev iv ed  in th e  th ea te rs  o f  Paris.

F o r  a ll th a t, ev en  w e ll-ed u ca ted  A m e ric a n s  w ill re sp o n d  to  h is

nam e by  co n fu sin g  M irb eau  w ith  M irab eau , a  hero  o f  th e  F rench  R ev o ­
lu tion . D uring  th e  g re a t a n a rc h is t’s life , o n ly  one  o f  h is p lay s  w as 
p ro d u ced  b e fo re  au d ien ces  in E n g la n d  a n d  the  U n ited  S ta tes, an d  a 
few  d o zen  sho rt p ieces  found  p rin t in E n g lish -lan g u a g e  jo u rn a ls . O n ly  
o n e  nov e l (o u r  p re se n t su b je c t), an d  se lec tio n s  from  a  travel bo o k  
w ere  tra n s la te d  in to  th e  lan g u ag e  w h ile  M irb eau  lived .

O c tav e  M a rie  H en ri M irb eau  w as b o m  in  N o rm a n d y  in 1848, 
the  son o f  a c o u n try  doctor. A t th e  ag e  o f  e lev en  he w as se n t to  be 
e d u ca ted  by  Je su it p riests , an d  w as rap ed  by o n e  o f  th em  b e fo re  leav ­
ing fo u r years  later. T h is  ex p e rie n c e  w o u ld  m ak e  a  p e rm an en t a th e is t 
o f  h im . H e en te red  co lleg e , an d  stu d ied  law  w ith o u t su ccess . A fte r  a  
few  y ea rs  o f  p a rty in g  in P aris , h e  w as  d ra fte d  fo r  a rm y  se rv ice  in  the  
F ra n co -P ru ss ian  W ar, reach in g  the  ran k  o f  lieu ten an t, an d  w as d is ­
ch a rg ed  in 1872.

T h ro u g h  th e  rest o f  th e  1870s, M irb eau  p u rsu ed  a  c a re e r  in jo u r ­
n a lism  in th e  cap ita l, w h ere  he  b ecam e  acq u a in te d  w ith  th e  c o u n try ’s 
lead in g  lite ra ry  f ig u res , in c lu d in g  Z o la , H u y sm a n s, an d  M a u p assan t. 
H is  p o litic s  d u rin g  th is  p erio d  w ere  d is tin c tly  rig h t-w in g , an d  m o s t o f  
h is w o rk  w a s  p u b lish ed  u n d e r  vario u s  p se u d o n y m s. T hen , in  th e  m id - 
1880s, in flu e n ced  b y  th e  w ritin g s  o f  T o ls to y  a n d  K ro p o tk in , he  b e ­
cam e  an  an a rch is t, d e fen d in g  th e  cau se  fo r  th e  re s t o f  h is  life . A lso , he  
m arried  an  ac tre ss  o f  d o u b tfu l ta len ts  — an d  k n o w n  as a  h ig h -c la ss  
p ro s titu te  — n am ed  A lic e  R eg n au lt. A t th is  p o in t, M irb eau  p lo u g h ed  
fo rw ard  an d  flo u rish ed , u sin g  h is ow n  nam e an d  b eco m in g  o n e  o f  
F ra n c e ’s lead in g  in te llec tu a ls .



S o m e w rite rs  hav e  b een  ca rr ie d  ac ro ss th e  v acu u m  b e tw een  o n e  
lan g u ag e  an d  a n o th e r  th ro u g h  th e  w o rk  o f  in d iv id u a l tran s la to rs  w h o  
d ed ica ted  th e ir  ca ree rs  to  th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  a  g re a t m ind . O n e  ex am p le  
is H en rik  Ib sen , th e  N o rw eg ian  d ram atis t. H ad  it n o t b een  fo r  th e  
co n s tan t, tire le ss  w o rk  o f  an  E n g lish  in te llec tu a l n am ed  W illiam  A r­
cher, y o u  can  b e  su re  th a t th e re  w o u ld  b e  few  am o n g  us n o w  a w are  o f  
the  fem in is t c la ss ic s  A  D o ll’s H ouse  and  H ed d a  G ab ler, n o r  w o u ld  th e  
s ilen c e  h av e  b een  b ro k en  so ea rly  on  v en e rea l d ise ase  jn E n g lish  by  
th e  tim e less  p lay  G hosts . A rc h e r ’s im p o rtan c e  as an  a c tiv is t can  be  
m easu red  in  e x trem e  te rm s fo r  re co g n iz in g  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  p la y ­
w rig h t an d  th en  free in g  h im  fro m  the  res tra in ts  o f  a  reg io n a l lan g u ag e  
an d  p lac in g  h im  on th e  w o rld  stage. O c tav e  M irb eau  had  n o  such  
a rch an g e l-fig u re  to  m o v e  all o f  h is m as te rp ieces  in to  E ng lish , o n e  by 
o n e , as th e y  w ere  re lease d  d u rin g  h is life tim e . O n e  an a rch is t, h o w ­
ever, B e n ja m in  R. T u cker, m ad e  p e rs is ten t a ttem p ts  a t b reach in g  the  
w all b e tw een  th e  cu ltu re s fo r the  F re n ch m an  w h o  in sp ired  h im . H is 
e ffo rts  bo re  little  fruit.

T u c k e r  h ad  a lo n g  a n d  d is tin g u ish e d  c a re e r  as o n e  o f  N o rth  
A m e ric a ’s lead ing  A n arch ist-in d iv id u a lis ts , b u t he  is bes t rem em b ere d  
as ed ito r  o f  th e  new sp ap e r L iberty , w h ich  ran  fro m  1881 th ro u g h  1908, 
o u t o f  N e w  Y ork  C ity. H e p u b lish ed  n o t o n ly  th e  paper, b u t a lo n g  
in v en to ry  o f  bo o k s  an d  p am p h le ts  as w ell. H e  b ro u g h t o u t o rig ina l 
w o rk s  an d  tran sla tio n s  by  o th ers , b u t m an y  w e re  tran s la ted  fro m  th e  
F re n ch  b y  T u ck er h im se lf; as ea rly  a s  1874, h e  p ro d u ced  th eo re tica l 
v o lu m es like W hat is P ro p e rty ?  b y  P ie rre -Jo sep h  P ro u d h o n , an d  later, 
n o v e ls  like  The R a g -p ic k e r  o f  P a r i s  by  F e lix  P y a t in  1893.

In the  pag es o f  L iberty , there  are seven  sho rt passag es by  M irbeau , 
tak en  b y  T u ck e r fro m  v ario u s  P aris ian  p ap e rs , rad ica l o r  o th erw ise . 
H e  w as  n o t th e  o n ly  E n g lish -sp eak in g  a n a rc h is t to  a p p rec ia te  th e  au ­
thor. E m m a G o ld m an  w o u ld  to u ch  u p o n  h is  w o rk  in  h e r  lite ra ry  lec ­
tu re s, an d  o th ers , su ch  as L eo n ard  A b b o tt, w o u ld  trea t h is  w o rk  in 
th e ir  p u b lica tio n s. A n o th e r  an a rch is t jo u rn a l, F re e  S ociety , ran  a few  
tran sla tio n s  as w ell. H ow ever, th ey  w ere  all d e te rre d  by  the  sh e er lack  
o f  tran s la ted  m ate ria l b y  h im  th a t co u ld  be  o b ta in ed  by  read e rs  w hose  
in te rest had  been  p iqued .

In 1900, M irbeau  re lease d  h is c la ss ic  n o v e l L e  J o u r n a l  d ’u n e  
F em m e d e  C h a m b re . It is th e  ta le  o f  a p o o r  b u t in te llig en t an d  v e ry  
a ttrac tiv e  y o u n g  w o m an  in h er da ily  s tru g g le  to  su p p o rt h e rse lf  by 
c le a n in g  up  a f te r  rich  d eg en e ra te s  in th e ir  lu x u rio u s hom es. T h e  c h a p ­
te rs  co m e  as th e  d ia ry  en tries  o fC ile s t in e  as she  g o es from  jo b  to  jo b , 
fro m  lo v e r to  lover, an d  slo w ly  b u t su re ly  fa lls  u n d e r  th e  in flu e n ce  o f  
Jo sep h , th e  co ach m an  she  w o rk s w ith . Jo sep h  is the  e p ito m e  o f  all 
th a t w as ro tten  in F ran ce  in the  tim e  o f  th e  D rey fu s A ffa ir; a  v ic io u s 
an ti-S e m ite  w h o  rap es and  m u rd e rs  a little  g irl in the  w o o d s , w h ere  
she  w as  co llec tin g  escarg o ts .

A s ^ s  th e  case  w ith  m o st o f  M irb e a u ’s w o rk , L e  J o u r n a l  is at 
o n ce  h ila r io u s  an d  cruel. It is a fine d o c u m e n t o f  rad ica l labor, as w ell 
as an  ad v en tu re  in love  and  sexuality . T h ro u g h o u t th e  b o o k , C iles tin e  
d esc rib es  ev e ry  n u an ce  o f  th e  r id ic u lo u s  d e p rav ity  she  o b se rv es  in 
h e r  em p lo y e rs , b u t in the  en d  she  b eco m es ev en  m o re  co rru p t than  
they  are. U pon  read ing  the orig inal book, the  p rom in en t anarch ist ed ito r 
Jean  G rav e  co m m en ted , “ w h at filth  and  d ecay  there  is u n d er th e  p re tty  
su rface  o f  o u r  so c ie ty !”  T h e  en d in g  is ac tu a lly  so  d is tu rb in g  th a t bo th  
film s b ased  o n  th e  nov e l (b y  d irec to rs  B u q u e l an d  R en o ir) h ad  the  
en d in g  c h an g ed  ab o u t so  as to  leav e  th e  a u d ien ce  on  an  o p tim istic  
note.

B en jam in  T u ck er lost no  tim e  in p ro d u c in g  h is tran sla tio n , w hich  
he p u b lish ed  in the  sam e y e a r  as the  F rench  o rig in a l u n d er th e  title  A 
C h a m b e rm a id ’s  D ia ry . B e fo re  he co u ld  re lease  it, how ev er, he  h ad  to 
g e t th e  m an u sc rip t p as t the  N ew  Y ork S o c ie ty  fo r  th e  S u p p re ss io n  o f  
V ice, w h o se  m em b ers ac ted  as specia l a g en ts  o f  th e  U .S . P o st O ffice  
D ep artm en t u n d er the  d irec tio n  o f  A n th o n y  C o m sto ck . T h is  w as w hen  
th e  s la u g h te r  o f  a  b o o k  to o k  p lace , an d  C ile s tin e ’s ta le  w as ro b b ed  o f

its  sa u cy  pow er.
T u ck e r’s ed ition  carried  the  fo llow ing  disc la im er, ex p la in in g  w h at 

h ad  happ en ed :

To M o n s ie u r O c tav e  M irb e a u :
I  o ffe r  y o u  m y s in c e re  a p o lo g y  f o r  m u tila tin g  y o u r  b ra v e  a n d  

a d m ira b le  w ork. In  p u b lish in g  it in  E ng lish , I  h a v e  o m itte d  c e r ta in  
p o r tio n s , m uch  a g a in s t  m y in c lin a tio n . P e rh a p s  yo u , w ho live in a  
la n d  th a t  en joys a  g r e a te r  f re e d o m  o f  th e  p r e s s  th a n  w e know  in the 
U n ite d  S ta tes, w ill w o n d e r  w hy I  w a s  f o r c e d  to  d o  this. L e t me, then, 
ex p la in  to  y o u  th a t  th e  m en w hose  ug ly  so u ls  y o u r  C ile s tin e  d o es  n o t 
h e s ita te  to  la y  b a re  a r e  types, to  a  g r e a te r  o r  less  extent, o f  m o st o f  th e  
m en w ho w e p la c e  in o u r  h a lls  o f  le g is la tio n  to  m ak e  o u r  law s, in o u r  
h a lls  o f  ex ecu tio n  to  ex ecu te  them , a n d  in o u r  h a lls  o f  so -c a l le d  j u s ­
tice  to  in te rp re t a n d  en fo rce  them , a n d  th a t  a m o n g  th e  law s w hich  
they  h a v e  m a d e  a re  som e, a im e d  o s te n sib ly  a t  th e  su p p re ss io n  o f  o b ­
sc e n e  lite ra tu re , th a t  a r e  re a lly  in te n d e d  to  p ro te c t  f ro m  ex p o su re  th e ir  
ow n o b sc e n e  lives a n d  th o se  o f  o th e rs  o f  th e ir  ilk, a n d  to  p ro te c t  f ro m  
a tta c k  th e  so c ia l  ev ils a n d  p o li t ic a l  in stitu tio n s up o n  w hich  they  thrive.

T hese law less law g iv ers  hope, by o b sc u rin g  th e  su ffic ien tly  s h a rp  
lin e  th a t  d iv id es th e  v u lg a r  a p p e a l  to  e ro tic ism  f ro m  th e  e a rn e s t  n a r ­
ra t iv e  o f  th e  h o n e s t th in k e r  a n d  th e  tru th fu l p ic tu r e  o f  th e  co n sc ie n ­
tio u s a r tis t , to b r a n d  bo th  w ith  th e  sa m e  co n d em n atio n , a n d  th u s s e ­
c u re  im m unity  f o r  th o se  who, by  a l l  th e  v a rio u s  fo rm s  o f  exp lo ita tio n , 
dea l, a s  C ile s tin e  b lu n tly  says, in h u m an  m eat.

This is w hy it  is u n sa fe  to  p u b lish  in th e  E n g lish  la n g u a g e  th o se  
p o r t io n s  o f  h e r  d ia ry  w h ich  I  h a v e  om itted . But, if, a s  I  h o p e  a n d  
believe, th e  p o r t io n s  th a t  a re  h e re  p r in te d  s h a ll  d o  so m e th in g  to  ch a n g e  
th e  p u b lic  o p in io n  th a t  s a n c tio n s  th e  c la im  o f  th ese  law -g iv e rs  to  le g ­
is la tiv e  pow er, /  am  su re  th a t  y o u  w ill ex cu se  a  lib e r ty  w hich  u n d e r  
o th e r  c irc u m sta n c e s  w o u ld  b e  a n  in e x cu sab le  a c t  o f  vandalism .
B enj. R. Tucker

T u ck e r k n ew  th a t th e  co m p le te  nov e l w o u ld  hav e  d raw n  h im  a 
ja i l  se n ten ce  h ad  h e  p u b lish ed  it. N o r  w as he  th e  o n ly  tra n s la to r  o f  
M irb eau  to  ap o lo g ize  th is  w ay. In 1908, se lec tio n s fro m  h is  jo u rn a l o f  
an  au to m o b ile  ex cu rs io n  N o. 6 2 8 -E 8  (u sin g  h is license  p la te  n u m b er 
as the  title ) w ere  se ria lized  in A m erican  M a g az in e  w ith  a s im ila r  s ta te ­
m ent. T h e  tran sla to rs  ex p la in ed  th a t th e  b o o k  w as b e in g  re fit w ith  a 
“ sho rten ed  w h ee lb ase  and  o th er a lte ra tio n s”  so  as to  be  sa fe  fo r A m eri­
can  roads.

T h e  reaso n s fo r th ese  m u tila tio n s  by  h o n es t tra n s la to rs  can  be 
traced  to  one C h ris tian  fu n d am en ta lis t. A n th o n y  C o m sto c k  w as  born  
in C o n n e c tic u t in 1844, an d  se rv ed  in th e  U n io n  A rm y  d u rin g  the  
C iv il War. In 1868 he  jo in e d  th e  Y M C A ’s cam p a ig n  ag a in s t o b sc en e  
lite ra tu re , w h ich  led  to  th e  p a ssa g e  o f  federa l law s in 1873 b an n in g  all 
lite ra tu re  re la tin g  in an y  w ay  w h a tso e v e r to  h u m an  se x u a lity  o r  re ­
p ro d u c tio n  from  th e  U .S. M ail. B e fo re  he  f in a lly  c ro ak ed  in 1915, he 
w o n  the  co n v ic tio n s  o f  so m e  2 ,5 0 0  p eo p le  and  b u rn e d  ab o u t 160 to n s 
o f  su p p o sed ly  “ o b sc en e”  lite ra tu re , w h ich , b y  th e  w ay, in c lu d ed  w rit­
ings b y  ac tual p h y sic ia n s  th a t co n ta in ed  th e  w o rd  pen is .

T h e  c ru e lty  o f  th e  “ C o m sto ck  law s” is illu stra ted  w ell by  the  
case o f  Ida C. C raddock , w h o  ended  her ow n  long  battle  w ith  C om stock  
o n e  y e a r  a f te r  C h a m b e rm a id  w as re lease d  in N ew  Y ork. Ida w a s  a 
s te n o g rap h e r a n d  sh o rth an d  te a c h e r  w h o  w o rk ed  fo r  th e  B u reau  o f  
H ig h w ay s in  P h ila d e lp h ia ’s C ity  H all, w h o  w a s  d esc rib ed  b y  h e r  co ­
w o rk e rs  as “h a n d so m e  an d  w e ll-g o w n ed .” D u rin g  the  1880s an d  early  
9 0 s, she  w as  v e ry  a c tiv e  in th e  F re e th o u g h t (a th e ist)  m o v em en t, and  
sh e  a lso  w ro te  tw o  p rim e rs  o n  sh o rth an d  w h ile  liv in g  w ith  h e r  m o th e r 
ab o v e  th e  fa m ily ’s d ru g  sto re . A ro u n d  1893, sh e  b e g an  w ritin g  and 
lec tu rin g  on  h e r  d ev e lo p in g  b e lie fs  in re lig io u s  e ro tic ism  an d  a lso  on  
m arita l re la tio n s. S h e  w a s  a  U n ita r ian , bu t a lso  a p rie s te ss  an d  p a s to r  
o f  th e  C h u rch  o f  Y oga (h e r  o w n  d en o m in a tio n ). Id a  b e lie v e d  th a t she



w as m arried  to a sp irit, an d  th a t she  reg u la rly  h ad  sex w ith  h er spouse. 
T h e  an a rch is t lead er V oltairine de  C ley re  p lay ed  h o st to  “ th e  sc h o l­
a rly  M iss C ra d d o c k ” at a p u b lic  lec tu re  and  co m m en ted  la te r th a t Ida 
“ th in k s th a t can  h ap p en  n o w  w h ich  ev e ry  [C hris tian ] b e liev ed  d id  
h ap p en  n in e teen  h u n d red  y ea rs  ag o !”

C rad d o ck  w as fired  fro m  h e r jo b  on  a  c o m p la in t fro m  th e  local 
p o s tm a s te r  a f te r  he  se ized  c o p ie s  o f  h e r  p am p h le ts , in c lu d in g  H elp s 
to  H ap p y  W edlock . F ro m  th is  p o in t Id a ’s life  w a s  a  b ra v e  co n fro n ta ­
tio n  b e tw een  h e r  o w n  th o u g h ts  an d  th e  g o v e rn m e n t’s b ru ta l P u ritan  
d ic ta to rsh ip . S he w as  a  p a tien t fo r  th ree  m o n th s a t th e  P en n sy lv a n ia  
In stitu te  fo r  th e  In san e  in  th e  su m m e r o f  1898. A f te r  h e r  re lease , she  
b eg an  trav e lin g  a ro u n d  th e  U n ited  S ta tes, b u t c r itic ism  an d  p e rse c u ­
tio n  fo llo w ed  h e r  ev e ry  step . S he  w a s  co n fin ed  in  p sy c h ia tric  w ard s 
an d  th en  p riso n  in  fiv e  d iffe ren t ja ils . F inally , C o m sto c k  n a iled  h er 
fo r  th e  last tim e  in N ew  Y ork  C ity  fo r  d isse m in a tin g  th e  “ in d e sc rib ­
ab ly  o b sc en e”  p am p h le t T h e  W edd ing  N igh t. S he w as  co n v ic ted  w ith ­
o u t th e  ju ry  e v e r  se e in g  th e  p am p h le t, and  sen ten ced  to  fiv e  y e a rs  in 
th e  pen iten tiary .

O n  th e  d ay  b e fo re  Ida  w as to  b eg in  se rv in g  h e r  se n ten ce  in  O c to ­
b e r  1902, sh e  o p en ed  th e  v e in s  o f  h e r  w ris ts  an d  tu rn e d  on  th e  gas 
je ts , p re fe rr in g  d ea th  to  m o re  p riso n . C o m sto c k  h ad  c ru sh ed  an o th e r  
soul. H o w ev er, he w as no t co n ten t to  s to p  th e  flow  o f  lite ra tu re  on 
sex . H e  w o u ld  a c tu a lly  b o a s t ab o u t a ll the  s in n e rs  h e  h ad  d riv en  to 
su ic ide . T here  w ere  abou t 20  such desp era te  peop le  d estroyed  by  G o d ’s 
p o licem an , an d  h e  p u b lic ly  g lo a ted  o v e r  m an y  o f  th em  d u rin g  h is  
long re ig n  o f  terror.

L e t’s tu rn  o u r a tten tio n  back  to  C ile s tin e  an d  h e r  ad v en tu res. 
W h y  d id  M irb e a u ’s n o v e l fa il to  rea lly  lig h t the  to rc h  in E n g lish , as it 
had  in F re n ch ?  W h a t su b je c ts  w ere  o m itted  fo r fea r  o f  C o m sto ck  and 
h is ag en ts?  H ere  I ’ll sh o w  a few  ex am p les , fro m  a  p a g e -b y -p ag e  in ­

v en to ry  I m ad e  b e tw een  T u c k e r ’s v o lu m e  an d  th e  co m p le te  — and  
very  fine, a lb e it B ritish  — tran sla tio n  d o n e  by  D o u g las Ja rm an  in 1966.

R e feren ces to  h e te ro -sex  o th e r  th a n  the  m iss io n a ry  p o sitio n  w ere  
too  risque . O n e  r ich  lad y  C ile s tin e  w o rk e d  fo r  is n eg o tia tin g  w ith  a 
p rie s t in th e  co n fess io n a l b o o th , try in g  to  g e t p e rm iss io n  to  re liev e  
h e r  h u sb a n d  o f  h is  se x -d ep riv ed  te n s io n s  b y  m ean s  o f  “certa in  c a ­
re sse s ,”  b e cau se  sh e  h ad  g y n e c o lo g ic a l p ro b le m s th a t m a d e  c h ild ­
b ea rin g  to o  risky. T h e  co n fesso r.g iv e s th e  c h u rc h ’s p e rm iss io n  fo r h er 
to  c o m m it th is  “ m orta l s in ”  tw ice  a  w eek , as lo n g  as she  g e ts  n o  p le a ­
su re  fro m  it an d  d o n a te  2 0 0  fran c s a  y e a r  to  th e  C h ap e l o f  th e  B lessed  
V irg in . T h e  ta lk s  c o llap se  on  th e  m o n e y  issu e , an d  sh e  s to rm s out. 
B u t th is  w h o le  co n v e rsa tio n  (o n e  p ag e  lo n g ) w as d e le ted  b y  T ucker.

A n o th e r  fem a le  b o ss  had  th e  sad  h a b it o f  s ta n d in g  in fro n t o f  a 
m irro r  ev ery  m o rn in g  an d  n igh t, “m in u te ly  ex a m in in g  h e r s e l f ’ in  the  
nud e , an d  a sk in g  fo r  th e  y o u n g  m a id ’s o p in io n  o f  h e r  f igu re . “ L ook , 
C ile s tin e , th e y ’re  still q u ite  firm , a re n ’t th e y ? ”  B u t th e  m a id  k eep s  h er 
tru e  reac tio n  fo r h e r  d iary :

“ B elly , ru m p , b reas ts  w e re  like d e f la te d  w in esk in s , sack s th a t 
had  b een  em p tied , leav in g  n o th in g  b u t fa t, f lab b y  fo ld s o f  sk in ; and  
h e r  b u tto ck s  w ere  a s  sh a p e le ss  an d  p o ck -m ark e d  a s  an  o ld  spo n g e ... 
she  re fu sed  to  acce p t the  in ev itab le  ec lip se  o f  h e r  o w n  beau ty . In  a  last 
ap peal to  love , sh e  re lied  m o re  and  m o re  on  e x p en s iv e  rem ed ies and  
a ll th e  re fin em en ts  o f  coquetry . A n d  lo v e  resp o n d ed , bu t w h a t k in d  o f  
lov e?  T h a t w as  th e  trag ed y .”

T h e  p o o r  w o m an  d eb au ch e s h e r s e lf  b y  n ig h t in so rd id  d ives , w ith  
sh a d y -lo o k in g  m en  w h o  co m e  to  h e r  h o u se  by  d ay  to  b lack m ail her.

L esb ian  love w as d e le ted  as w ell. A n o th e r  o f  C ile s tin e ’s b o sses 
has a h u sb a n d  w h o  tak es no sexual in te re s t o f  her, and  so  she  ask s fo r 
th e  m a id ’s ad v ice  on  h o w  to  d raw  h im  b a c k  to  h is  n u p tia l d u tie s , and  
w h e th e r  th e  h u sb a n d  had  an o th e r  w o m an . C ile s tin e  u rg es h e r  b o ss to

C h u m b a w a m b a :  W Y S I W Y G

“B y th e  tim e  I  g o t  to  W oodstock, i t  w as g o in g  
u p  in f la m e s .  ”  I ’m  su re  I 'm  no t th e  o n ly  one 
w h o  h ad  been  w a itin g  fo r C h u m b a w a m b a ’s 
new  a lbum  w ith  a  ce rta in  a m o u n t o f  u n e a s i­
ness. In 1993, R obb  Jo h n so n  an d  P ip C o d in g s  
cou ld  jo k e  ab o u t “ C h u m b aw am b a  a t #1 , O K ” 
(“N o b o d y  B ut Y ours”  on  H e a r ts  D e s ire . Ir­
reg u la r  R eco rd s), an d  w e all kn ew  it w ou ld  
n e v e r happen . Late in 1 9 9 6 ,1 rece iv ed  em ail 
from  A lice  N utter, te llin g  m e th a t, no , sh e  re ­
a lly  c o u ld n ’t h e lp  m e  w ith  the  n am es o f  an y  
U .S. d is tr ib u to rs  o f  the  b a n d ’s m usic , and  th a t 
the  ban d  w as co n tem p la tin g  th e ir  ow n  m a il­
o rd e r  d is tr ib u tio n  i f  th ey  c o u ld n ’t g e t an y  
N o rth  A m erican  d is trib u tio n . T h en , in 1997, 
T uh thum per sh o c k ed  us all by  b e co m in g  ex ­
actly  w h a t w e though t a C hu m b aw am b a record  
w o u ld  n ev e r be  -  a h it -  and  a  lot o f  u s found  
th e  jo k e  a  lo t less sa tis fy in g  th an  it h ad  been  
in '9 3 . T h e re  a re  f o lk s - a n a r c h is t s  an d  pun k s 
a m o n g  th em  -  fo r  w h o m  n o th in g  fa ils  like 
(m ass m ark e t)  su c cess , and  m o re  th an  a few  
o f  u s  w 'rung o u r  h an d s  a  b it ab o u t w h e th e r  
sing les like “T ub th u m p in g ” and “ A m n esia” (to  
say  n o th in g  o f  “ T op o f  th e  W orld” ) w ere  “p o ­
litica l e n o u g h .”  T h e  lack  o f  lin e r  n o te s in the 
U .S . re le a se  o n ly  c o m p o u n d e d  fan  anx ie ty . 
N o n e  o f  w h ich  co u ld  en tire ly  ec lip se  the  fact

th a t T uh thum per w as o n e  o f  the  m o st in fec ­
tio u s  reco rd s  o f  the  d ecad e , an d  th a t, d eep er 
n o w  th a n  e v e r  in  th e  b e l ly  o f  th e  b e a s t ,  
C h u m b a w a m b a  w as still d o in g  w h at th ey  do 
b es t -  an d  stirr in g  sh it up.

WYSIWYG (W h at Y ou See Is W h a t You 
G et) isn ’t  g o in g  to  p lease  ev ery o n e . T ho se  
w h o  resp o n d ed  to  T uh thum per so le ly  as th e  
g rea t p o p  reco rd  it is m ay  find th e  m o re  o v ert 
p o litic s  o f  WYSIWYG a tu rn -o ff. O n ce  ag a in , 
th e  m u sic  is sly, ec lec tic  po p . p ep p ered  w ith  
p o p  cu ltu re  re fe ren ce s. I f  th is  reco rd  d o e s n 't  
m ak e  you  m o v e  -  and  th en  m o v e  aga in  to  a 
d ifferen t beat -  i t 's  no t C h u m b a w a m b a ’s fault. 
S ty les  ran g e  from  th e  “T u b th u m p in g ” -sty le  
p o p  a n th e m s (th e  s in g le  " S h e ’s G o t a ll the  
F r ie n d s  [ th a t m o n e y  c a n  b u y ]” ) to  n e a r-a  
cap e lla  (on  a lovely  co v e r o f  the  B ee G e e s ’ 
“ N ew  Y ork M in in g  D isa s te r  1941” th a t m ig h t 
a lm ost have  found a  p lace  on  the E ng lish  R ebel 
S o ngs a lb u m ). T op ics ran g e  from  th e ir  ow n  
n ew -fo u n d  sta rd o m  ( " I ’m in T ro u b le  A g a in ” ) 
to  c e n s o rs h ip  (“ L a d ie s  fo r C o m p a s s io n a te  
L y n ch in g ” ) and  D isn e y -b u ilt u to p ia s  (“ C e l­
eb ra tion , F lo rid a” ). T he p ack ag in g  com plete  
w ith  fo ld -o u t c an in e  sex  p o ste r  an d  "ey e  and  
arse  p h o to g rp a h y "  by  C a sey  O rr  -  is d e lig h t­
ful, s lick  and  d is tu rb in g  all a t th e  sa m e  tim e.

A n d  th e  lin e r  n o te s a re  b ack  -  funny  and 
p o in ted  in a  w ay  th a t w ill rem in d  fans in 
the  U .S . w h y  w e  m issed  them  so  m uch  
th e  last t im e  around .

WYSIWYG ce rta in ly  d o e sn ’t an sw er 
a l l  th e  q u e s t io n s  r a i s e d  b y  
C h u m b a w a m b a ’s en try  in to  th e  m u sica l 
m a in stre a m . B ut it sh o u ld  a llay  m o st 
fears th a t th e  b a n d ’s unexp ec ted  pop  su c­
cess  h as ta k e n  aw ay  th e ir  po litica l s ting . 
S o m e  fo lk s  w ill  d e n y  th e m se lv e s  th e  
p leasu res  o f  th is  n ew  a lb u m  o u t o f  a n ti­
p o p  p rid e , b u t d o n ’t you  m iss  o u t on  th is 
(se rio u s)  fu n . -S h a w n  W ilbu r



tak e  h e r  o w n  lover, b u t sh e  w o n ’t  h e a r  o f  it, a n d  re tu rn s to  .the m e ­
ch an ic s  o f  lu rin g  a  m a n  to  o n e ’s bed.

Then sh e  w o u ld  m ak e  m e f e e l  h e r  b reasts , h e r  a rm s, h e r  th ighs, 
h e r  legs, c o m p a rin g  every  p a r t  o f  o u r  tw o b o d ies so  com plete ly  sh a m e ­
lessly  th a t, b lu sh in g  w ith  e m b a rra ssm e n t, I  b e g a n  to  w o n d e r  w h e th e r  
th is  w as n o t a  tr ic k  on  h e r  p a r t ,  w h e th e r  b e h in d  th e  g r i e f o f a  d e s e r te d  
w om an  sh e  h a d  n o t been  c o n c e a lin g  a  d e s ire  f o r  me.

A ll six  p a g e s  ab o u t th e  tw o  se x u a lly  d ep riv ed  b o ss-la d ie s  w ere  
le f t o u t o f  T u c k e r’s ed ition . A n o th e r  d e le tio n , o f  n in e  p ag es th is  tim e , 
d e a lt w ith  o b jec ts  in  th e  p o ssess io n  o f  th e  em p lo y in g  c lass . C iles tin e  
acco m p a n ie s  h e r  b o ss on  a  v aca tio n  in to  B e lg ium . T h e  rich  lady, like 
ev e ry o n e  e lse , has to  p ass th ro u g h  cu s to m s, an d  all h e r lu g g ag e  is 
o pened .

Then, j u s t  a s  it  se e m e d  th a t  h e  h a d  f in is h e d  th e  in spection , h e  
p ro d u c e d  f ro m  th e  bo ttom  o f  th e  tru n k  a  lo n g  r e d  velvet c a s e  a n d  
d e m a n d e d : ‘A n d  th is?  W hat d o es  th is  c o n ta in ?  ’

‘M y jew e lry , ’m ad am  re p lie d  w ith  co m p le te  a s su ra n c e  a n d  n o t a  
t r a c e  o f  em b arra ssm e n t.

'D o  y o u  m in d  o p e n in g  it?  ’
B u t w h a t ’s  th e  p o in t?  I t on ly  c o n ta in s  m y p e r s o n a l  j e w e l r y . '
‘O p en  it. ’
T h e  ten s io n  b e tw een  th e  c u s to m s g u y  an d  the  rich  lady e sca ­

lates . S he th re a te n s  to  co m p la in  ab o u t h im  to  h e r  p o w erfu l friends, 
b u t he  w o n ’t b u d g e , an d  he  is read y  to  fo rce  th e  lo ck  o p en  i f  she  
d o esn ’t g iv e  h im  th e  key. A  sm all c row d  o f  curious travelers has fo rm ed  
a ro u n d  th em , a n d  C ile s tin e  is  ju s t  as cu rio u s  ab o u t th e  se c re t case  as 
ev e ry o n e  e lse . T h e  lady, h av in g  fa iled  to  sna tch  th e  case  fro m  his 
h an d s , f in a lly  faces  d e fea t, and ...

A t las t, b lu sh in g  w ith  co n fu sio n  b u t resig n ed , M a d a m e  to o k  a  
tiny  key f ro m  h e r  p u rse , a  sw ee t little  g o ld e n  key, a n d  try in g  to  p r e ­
ven t th e  o n lo o k e rs  se e in g  w h a t w as in it, o p e n e d  th e  r e d  case , w hich  
th e  custom s o ffice r h e ld  o u t to  her, th o u g h  s t i l l  k eep in g  a  f i rm  g r ip  on  
it. D ire c tly  h e  s a w  w h a t it co n ta in ed , h e  le a p t  b a c k  w ith  a  g e s tu re  o f  
d ism ay  a s  th o u g h  h e  w ere  a f r a id  o f  b e in g  b itten  by a  venom ous snake.

“F o r  C h ris t  s  sa k e !  ’h e  sw ore. Then, co n tro llin g  h is am azem en t, 
h e  ex c la im e d  cheerfu lly , Why o n  e a r th  c o u ld n ’t  y o u  h av e  to ld  m e in 
th e  f i r s t  p la c e . .. I f  I  "d on ly  know n y o u  w ere  a  w idow ! ’

A ll o f  th is , an d  o th e r  little  g em s o f  ju ic y  hum or, w ere  d e le ted . It 
sh o u ld  co m e  as n o  su rp rise  b y  n o w  th a t sex  to y s  m ig h t a n n o y  A n ­
th o n y  C o m sto ck . O th e r  sc en es lo st fo r 66  y ea rs  in h a lf  the  w o rld  in ­
c lu d ed  o n e  w h ere  C ile s tin e ’s lo v e r  is d y in g  o f  tu b e rcu lo s is  an d , w ith  
h is d ise ased  p h leg m  sm e ared  ac ro ss h er ow n lips, sh e  b rav e ly  fucks 
th e  m an to  d eath . A n o th e r  lo v e r  w as a  sp o iled  rich  guy, w h o  tak es  h er 
a ffe c tio n s  fo r g ran ted . T h is  a ffa ir  w as in c lu d ed , e x c e p t fo r ce rta in  
m om en t^ , like:

I  h a d  no  s o o n e r  g o t  in to  the  ro o m  a n d  lo c k e d  th e  d o o r  th an  he  
f lu n g  h im se lf  on  me, a n d  th rew  m e b ru ta lly  on  th e  bed, m y sk ir ts  in the  
air...

M irb eau  d esc rib ed  one m in o r ch a ra c te r  as “ an a rd en t p ed e ra s t,” 
b u t T u ck e r de le ted  th o se  th ree  w ords. L o n g er d isc u ss io n s  o f  g ay  m ale  
se x u a lity  a re  e n tire ly  m iss in g , a lo n g  w ith  C ile s tin e ’s ow n  d e to u r in to  
lesb ian  love, w h ich  she  d esc rib es  as “ a cu rio s ity  th a t fo r a long tim e  
h ad  been  p lag u in g  m e .” O n e  m an  C ile s tin e  w o rk ed  fo r pu ts  h is  arm  
a ro u n d  h e r  an d  p lead ed  w ith  h er to  “ be  n ice  to h im ,”  and  a f te r  som e 
re sis tan ce , sh e  fin d s o u t w h a t he  w an ts , in a n o th e r  sh o rt c lip  m iss in g  
from  T ucker:

" Well th en  m y dear, j u s t  sh o u t a t  m e a t  th e  to p  o f  y o u r  voice, ten, 
twenty, a  h u n d re d  tim es, S h it!  ”’

Jo sep h , th e  co ach m an  u n d e r w h o se  in flu e n ce  C ile s tin e  w ill d e ­
scend , is rep re sen ted  th o ro u g h ly , ex cep t fo r th e  c ru e le s t d e ta ils , such 
as w h en  th e  b o d y  o f  h is 11-y ear-o ld  v ic tim  is found  in th e  fo res t n ear 
w h ere  th ey  w orked .

“H e r  p r iv a te  p a r t s  w ere  te r r ib ly  to rn  a n d  sw ollen , a s  i f  sh e  h a d

been  fo rc e d , w ith  th e  h a n d le  o f  a  w o o d sm an  s  axe. "
P ro b a b ly  th e  w o rs t o f  all th e  d e le tio n s  th a t w ere  lost to  th e  

A n g lo p h o n e  w o rld  fo r a life tim e  is th e  seven  pag e  ta le  o f  h igh  C a th o ­
lic fo o lish n ess  th a t’s so  fu n n y  an d  se lf-co n ta in ed  th a t it’s  b een  an ­
th o lo g ized  as a  sh o rt story , an d  is o n e  o f  M irb e a u ’s m o st p o p u la r  at 
tha t. T h is  is  h o w  I firs t rea lized  th a t so m e th in g  w a s  m iss in g  fro m  the  
v ersio n  I had  read  (a  later, b o o tleg g ed  ed itio n  o f  T u c k e r’s w ork , w h ich  
left the  tra n s la to r  u n n am ed ). In co n v e rsa tio n  so m eo n e  ta lk ed  abo u t 
th is , th e ir  f a v o r i te  p a r t  o f  th e  book .

O n  th e  e x te rio r  o f  a  ce rta in  ch u rch  in N o rm andy , th e re  w ere  ca rv ­
ings fro m  an  e a r lie r  ag e  w h ich  w ere  “ as g ay  an d  b aw d y  as a  c h ap te r  
o f  R a b e la is .”  O n e  o f  th e  n u n s c o m es to  th e  p a s to r  in  a  frig h tfu l sta te  
o f  ag ita tio n , te llin g  h im ,

“I  h a v e  se e n  a  m an  on  th e  chu rch , s ta rk  n ak ed ! ”
" ...S ta rk  naked , on  m y c h u rc h ?  Oh, w h a t te r r ib le  tim es w e live 

in  ... B u t w h a t w as  h e  d o in g  th e re ?  Surely, n o t f o rn ic a t in g ?  ”
“B u t y o u  d o n ’t  u n d e rs ta n d , ’ in te r ru p te d  S is te r  A ngela . “I  n e v e r 

s a id  it w as o n e  o f  th e  p a r is h io n e r s  . . . I t  is o n e  o f  th e  s ta tu es.
T h e  p a s to r  m a k e s  lig h t o f  it a t firs t, b u t th e  n u n  p re ssu re s  h im  to 

rid  th e  c h u rc h  o f  its  o b sc en e  dev il, w h ich  w as  th e  ca rv ed  f ig u re  o f  a 
sm irk in g  m an , p o in tin g  h is e rec t “ in stru m en t o f  im p u rity ”  s tra ig h t 
d ow n  from  th e  to p  o f  a  h ig h , a rch ed  doorw ay . T h e re  is a d ram atic  
sc en e  w h ere  th e  p r ie s t c lim b s up  a  ladder, on  a  dark  an d  m o o n less  
m id n ig h t, an d  sw in g s  a  s le d g e h a m m e r a t th e  o ffen d in g  m e m b e r as 
the  n u n  c lin g s  to  th e  lad d e r b e low , rec itin g  th e  L itan y  o f  th e  B lessed



V ir g in .  H e  
sm ash es it off, and 
it c la tte rs  d o w n  to 
so m e  c o r n e r  b e ­
low.

T h e  
n e x t m o rn in g , an 
e x tre m e ly  d e v o u t 
p a rish io n e r n am ed  
M ile .  R o b in e a u  
w as leav in g  m ass, 

an d  she  saw  an  o b ­
je c t  o n  th e  f lo o r o f  the 

c lo is te r  w h ich  she  took  
to be “ a holy  and precious 

re lic , p e trified  in so m e  m i­
r a c u lo u s  s p r in g . . .  I n d e e d ,  

G o d  m o v es in m o st m y ste rio u s  
w a y s .”

S he tak es th e  o b jec t h om e, p laces it ca re fu lly  on  h e r  p riva te , 
im p ro v ised  altar, k n ee ls  d o w n  and  p ray s to  it, b u t h e r  p a te rn o ste rs  
and  av es k eep  g e ttin g  in te rru p ted  by  “ im p u re  th o u g h ts .”  T h e  ta le  co n ­
c lu d es as fo llow s:

" P o o r  M ile. R o b in eau . W hen sh e  f in a lly  d isc o v e re d  w h a t the  
s to n e  o b je c t re a lly  w as, sh e  a lm o s t d ie d  o f  sh a m e  a n d  kep t re p e a tin g

o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a in :  A n d  to th ink  h o w  m a n y  tim es I  k isse d  i t ! ”
T h ere  are  m an y  o th e r  d e le tio n s, a n d  it s ta g g e rs  th e  m in d  to  th in k  

o f  ho w  b ad ly  w e ’v e  b een  ro b b ed , s tr ip p ed  o f  th e  cu ltu re  th a t is o u r 
b ir th rig h t as th in k in g  p eo p le , by  th ese  p ea -b ra in e d , r ig h t-w in g  re li­
g io u s fanatics, th ro u g h o u t th e  cen tu ries  to  th is p resen t day. H o w  m an y  
au th o rs  lie su ffo ca ted , h o w  m an y  b o o k s  do  w e  o n ly  th in k  w e ’v e  read?  
A n g er an d  reb e llio n  are  v e ry  m uch  in order.

O n an o p tim istic  no te , th e re ’s one  a rtifac t o f  M irb eau  th a t w as 
ac tu a lly  sav ed  b y  a  censo r, th o u g h  n o t b y  C o m sto ck . O v e r in  L o n d o n , 
M irb e a u ’s p la y  B u s in ess is B u s in ess w as  p e r fo n n e d  in 1905. B u t b e ­
fo re  th is  w as a llo w ab le  by  law , th e  p ro d u c e rs  had  to su b m it th e  sc rip t 
to the  L o rd  C h a m b e rla in ’s o ffice . S trangely , i t ’s still s ittin g  th e re  in 
the  B ritish  L ibrary , an d  i t ’s th e  on ly  E n g lish  lan g u ag e  co p y  o f  th a t 
p lay  on  E arth . It b r in g s to  m in d  th e  census: d o n ’t tell th em  any th ing . 
I f  an y  go o d  e v e r  c o m es o f  th e  in fo rm a tio n , i t ’ll h ap p en  lo n g  a fte r  
y o u ’re  dead.

B e n jam in  T u ck e r’s d isc la im er van ish ed  fro m  all b u t the  firs t p rin t­
in g  o f  h is tran s la tio n , bu t he  d id  leav e  C ile s t in e ’s d ia ry  w ith  a goo d  
am o u n t o f  pow er, in sp ite  o f  its m iss in g  lim b s an d  th e  d ry n ess  o f  h is 
E ng lish . W e can  fo rg iv e  h im  fo r  h is  u n w illin g  d issec tio n , w e c a n  ac ­
k n o w led g e  th a t h is a p o lo g y  w as  fro m  th e  heart, and  w e  can  b e  g ra te ­
ful fo r  h is s tru g g le  to  g e t M irb e a u ’s w o rk  pas t th o se  w h o  w o u ld  e x ­
p u n g e  a ll g rea t lite ra tu re  f ro m  the  w orld .



T H E  ID IO T  B O X  T O : C L A M O R  F O R M : B IL L Y

i g o t  h o m e  a t  n i n e ,  

a n d  t u r n e d  o n  t h e  t u .  

i  g o t t a  u n - w i n d ,  

f o r  a n  h o u r  o r  t h r e e .

b u t  i w a s  d i s g u s t e d ,  

t h e  n e w s  w a s  a n n o u n c e d ,  
f i u e  k i d s  j u s t  g o t  b u s t e d ,  

w i t h  g u n s  a n d  a n  o u n c e .

s o  i  t u r n e d  t h e  c h a n n e l ,  

t o  “ c o o k i n g  w i t h  g i l l ” ,  
s o m e  g u y  i n  a  f l a n n e l ,  

w a s  m a k i n g  “ f i s h  d i l l ” .

t h e  “ s h o p p i n g  s h o w ’s "  s e l l i n g  

n e w  w a x  f o r  y o u r  f l o o r s ,  

t h a t  a l s o  w o r k s  w e l l  

t a k i n g i m a r k s  o u t  y e r ’ d r a w e r s .

t h e  t a l k  s h o w  i s a w ,  

s h o w e d  a  r e a l l y  b a d  f i g h t ,  

a  d w a r f  i n  a  b r a ,  

s m a c k e d  a  l a r g e  t r a n s v e s t i t e .

i t h i n k  i ’ l l  “ a f f i x "  

t h e  n e x t  s t a t i o n  w i t h  “ v i l e ” , 

w h a t  w o r d s  s h o u l d n ’ t  m i x ?  

“ m a r a t h o n . ” ,  “ g o m e r  p i l e . ”

c r i m e  r a t e s  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g !  

a  “ p a u l y  s h o r e ”  f l i c k !  

a  n e w  s t o c k  i s  c e a s i n g !  

i t  a l l  m a k e s  m e  s i c k !

m y  e y e s  a r e  u n g l u e d ,  

a n d  i f e e l  l i k e  a  j e r k !  

h o l d  u p !  I ’ m  r e s c u e d !  

b y  t h e  c a r t o o n  n e t w o r k !



R u r a l  L i f e  a n d  t h e  D I Y  E t h i c :

r e f l e c t i o n s  o n  m y  f i r s t  1 8  m o n t h s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y

b y  T h e o  W i t s e l l

W h a t  i s  D I Y  a n d  W h y  i s  i t  R e l e v a n t ?

D I Y  s t a n d s  f o r  t h r e e  s i m p l e  w o r d s :  d o - i t - y o u r s e l f .  
A nd  like an y  o th e r  g ro u p  o f  w o rd s , it p ro b ab ly  m ean s  d iffe ren t 
th in g s to  d iffe ren t p eo p le . S om e fo lk s, upon  h ea rin g  it, p ro b ab ly  
th in k  o f  y o u n g  n ew ly w ed s , sh o rt on cash , w h o  a re  d eco ra tin g  
th e ir  h o u se  w ith  tip s  from  M a rth a  S tew art. O th e rs  d o u b tle ss ly  
th in k  o f  h o m e-im p ro v em en t w iza rd  and  T V  p erso n a lity  B ob  Vila. 
S o m e m ig h t ev en  th in k  o f  th e  d efian t y o u n g  pu n k  m u sic ian  p u t­
tin g  o u t h e r  b a n d ’s reco rd  h erse lf , in s tea d  o f  try in g  to  g e t s ig n ed  
to  W arner B ros. S till o th ers , m y se lf  in c lu d ed , w ill fill y o u r  ea r 
w ith  a lo t o f  lon g -w in d ed  analysis an d  then  cham p io n  so m e vague 
ideal th ey  call “ th e  D IY  e th ic ” as one o f  o u r  g rea te s t to o ls  in  the  
rig h te o u s  s tru g g le  ag a in s t the  d es tru c tiv e  ju g g e rn a u t o f  g lobal 
cap ita lism .

I su p p o se  I w o u ld  d e fin e  th is  e th ic , w h ic h  w ill be  th e  b ack ­
b o n e  o f  th is  len g th y  trea tise , a s  “ th e  s im p le  p rin c ip le  th a t o u r 
lives w o u ld  be  m o re  fu lfillin g , m o re  in te restin g , an d  e ssen tia lly  
m o re  free  i f  w e to o k  step s to w ard  a m o re  d e cen tra lized , self- 
re lian t, an d  co o p e ra tiv e  fu tu re” . (I su p p o se  it sh o u ld  rea lly  be 
ca lled  th e  “ d o - it-o u rse lv e s”  e th ic , b u t “ D IY ” h as a  n ic e r  r in g  to  
it th an  “ D IO ,”  so  I ’ll s tick  w ith  tra d itio n  here). T h is  e th ic  can  be  
rea lized  in an  in fin ite  n u m b er o f  w ay s , bu t all o f  th em  resu lt in 
th e  in d iv id u a l o r  co m m u n ity  ta k in g  p o w e r  b ack  fro m  th e  large, 
im p erso n a l, an d  in effic ien t in s titu tio n s  (su ch  a s  b an k s , co rp o ra ­
tio n s, g o v e rn m en ts , th e  “ h ea lth  c a re”  industry , in su ran ce  c o m ­

p an ies , e tc .)  th a t run  o u r lives and  p u sh  us a ro u n d  on  a  d ay  to day  
basis. T hese  in stitu tions, reg a rd le ss  o f  th e ir  p e rce iv ed  necessity , fu n c­
tio n  b y  co n tro llin g  m o re  an d  m o re  o f  o u r  liv es w h ile  m ak in g  huge 
p ro fits  an d  trap p in g  u s  in  an  e n d le ss  cy c le  o f  lab o r an d  co n su m p tio n . 
In  th e  p ro cess  th ey  k eep  u n to ld  h u m an  p o ten tia l from  bein g  re a liz e d ... 
an d  it sucks! T he idea  th a t su ch  m a ss iv e  c e n tra liza tio n  can  be e ffe c ­
tiv e  in se rv in g  th e  n eed s o f  so m e th in g  a s  u n iq u e  an d  d iv e rse  as in d i­
v idual p eo p le  is lu d icrous. It b eco m es m o re  and  m o re  tran sp a ren t to 
m e w ith  ev e ry  e n c o u n te r  w ith  th ese  in s titu tio n s  an d  the  au th o rita rian s  
w h o  p ro m o te  an d  ru n  them .

P u ttin g  th e  D IY  e th ic  in to  p ra c tic e  can  b e  d o n e  in m illio n s  o f  
sm a ll, s im p le  w ay s . B y  d o in g  th in g s  lik e  f ix in g  o u r  o w n  h o m e s  o r  
v e h ic le s  o u rse lv e s  ( ra th e r  th a n  p a y in g  so m e o n e  e ls e  to  do  it), b y  
c re a tin g  o u r  o w n  m e d ia  ( lik e  th is  fin e  p u b lic a tio n  is d o in g ) , o r  by  
h e a lin g  o u rse lv e s  n a tu ra lly  w h e n  w e  a re  s ic k  ( ra th e r  th an  re ly in g  on 
th e  p h a rm a c e u tic a l in d u stry  and  its  d o c to rs ) , w e tak e  th e  p o w e r  back . 
W e can  g ro w  g a rd e n s  in  o u r  y a rd s  o r  in v a c a n t lo ts an d  sa v e  h u n ­
d re d s , ev en  th o u sa n d s , o f  d o lla rs— as w e ll as k n o w in g  fo r  su re  w h a t 
is in /o n  o u r food . W e can  d o  it  on  a  la rg e r  sc a le  by, fo r  in s ta n c e , 
o rg a n iz in g  e n tire  c o m m u n itie s  to  im p le m e n t a lte rn a tiv e  te c h n o lo ­
g ie s  ( lik e  so la r  o r  w in d  p o w e r)  an d  re d u c in g  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  e x p e n ­
s iv e  u tili ty  m o n o p o lie s  th a t w e  h a v e  n o  co n tro l over. It g o e s  fu rth e r  
to o . M y  in v o lv e m e n t in  th e  u n d e rg ro u n d  (p u n k ) m u s ic  an d  a c tiv is t  
sc e n e s  o v e r  th e  p a s t d e c a d e  o r  so  h as a lso  c o n v in c e d  m e th a t a D IY  
a p p ro a c h  to  c u ltu re  (in  w h ic h  y o u  a re  an  a c tiv e  p a r tic ip a n t ra th e r  
th a n  ju s t  a  p a s s iv e  c o n su m e r-o b se rv e r)  w ill re su lt  in  th e  m o s t v i-



b ra n t, e x c itin g , an d  in te re s tin g  a r t  an d  c u ltu re . N e e d le s s  to  say , th is  
is in  d ire c t o p p o s itio n  to  th e  c o rp o ra te -b a se d  c u ltu re  h a n d e d  to  us 
b y  th e  m a jo r  m e d ia , in w h ic h  th e  ro le  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l is g e n e ra lly  
th a t  o f  an  a u d ie n c e  m em b er, co n su m e r, o r  w a lk in g  a d v e r tise m e n t 
(w a n d e r in g  th e  sc h o o l o r  m a ll d e c k e d  h e a d - to -to e  in N ik e , P o lo , o r  
G ap  lo g o s).

W hile  th is  cu ltu ra l ap p ro ach  to  D IY  is v ita lly  im p o rtan t, it d o e sn ’t 
g o  fa r en o u g h . W e n eed  to  tak e  th e  e th ic  fu rth e r  an d  im p lem en t it in to  
o th e r  ar^as o f  o u r lives. W h a t g o o d  is c o m m u n ity  co n tro l o v e r  o u r  art 
and  m usic  w h en  o u r m o st bas ic  a n d  n ecessa ry  reso u rces , su ch  as food , 
she lte r, an d  energy , are  co n tro lle d  b y  co rp o ra te  m o n o p o lie s  and  w e 
m u st lab o r o u r liv es aw ay  to  p a y  to  hav e  o u r n eed s m et?  I g u ess th a t 
lack  o f  co n tro l g iv es us so m e th in g  to  w rite  an g ry  ran ts  ab o u t o r  scream  
p u n k  ly rics in p ro te s t ag a in s t, b u t it  d o e s n ’t  g e t u s v e ry  fa r a lo n g  to ­
w ard s b e in g  an y  m o re  free  o r  se lf-re lian t. So really , w h y  n o t w o rk  
to w ard  tak in g  co n tro l o f  p ro v id in g  o u rse lv es  w ith  th ese  re so u rces and 
m ee tin g  o u r o w n  n eed s?

W hy no t?  W ell, fo r o n e  th in g  i t ’s in co n v en ien t. I t’s a lot ea s ie r  
to let so m e o n e  e lse  p ro v id e  fo r us. It tak es  a  lo t o f  w o rk  to ra ise  a 
g ard en  and  bu ild  h o u ses an d  learn  ab o u t ho w  to  fix  au to m o b iles , i t ’s 
no t as easy  to  d es ig n , b u ild , an d  m a in ta in  a  p ass iv e -so la r  co o lin g  sy s­
tem  o r a  p h o to v o lta ic  e lec trica l sys tem  as it is to  w rite  a check  fo r a 
h u n d red  b u ck s a  m o n th  to  th e  p o w e r  com pany . It tak es  a lo t o f  w o rk  
(an d  so m e tim es , un fo rtu n a te ly , a lo t o f  m o n ey ) to  b reak  th e  cy c le  o f  
d ep en d en c e . A t th e  sam e tim e  th o u g h , it can  be  v e ry  fu lfillin g , and 
ex p en s iv e  in v es tm en ts  (su ch  as a so la r  e lec tr ica l sy s tem ) w ill p ay  fo r

th em se lv e s  o v e r  a re la tiv e ly  sh o rt tim e . W h ile  I c a n ’t  ev en  p re ­
ten d  to  hav e  b ro k en  th e  cy c le , I can  say  th a t I ’ve  b een  m ak in g  
e ffo rts  to  red u ce  m y  d e p en d en c e , o r  a t lea s t be  co n sc io u s  o f  it, 
o v e r  th e  p as t co u p le  o f  y ea rs . T h ese  e ffo rts  hav e  been  m et w ith  
v a ry in g  d eg rees  o f  su c cess  an d  fa ilu re  -  a few  o f  w h ich  I ’ll sha re  
w ith  y o u  here.

M y  R u r a l  D I Y  F a n t a s y :
D r e a m s  a n d  R e a l i t y

A  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  a g o ,  a l l  f i r e d  u p  w i t h  t h e  D I Y  
s p i r i t ,  I w as  b ro w sin g  in  a  ju n k sh o p  w h e n  I fo u n d  a d u s ty  o ld  
b o o k  c a lle d  B u ild  It B e tte r  Y ou rse lf. I t w as  p u b lish e d  b y  th e  
fo lk s  a t R o d a le  P re ss  ( o f  O rg a n ic  G a rd e n in g  a n d  F a r m in g  
m ag az in e )  b a c k  b e fo re  th e  o rg an ic  g a rd e n in g  b o o m  o f  th e  19 9 0 s 
w h e n  th e y  w e re  s till a  b u n ch  o f  h o m e s te a d in g  h ip p ie s . I t ’s a 
w o n d e rfu l b o o k  w ith  h u n d re d s  o f  d o - i t-y o u rse lf  p ro je c ts  fo r 
th e  fa rm  o r  h o m e s te a d ,  c o m p le te  w ith  p h o to s  o f  b e a rd e d  
Io n g h a irs  b u ild in g  co o l s tu f f  a n d  h a v in g  a g re a t tim e . I u se d  to 
s it a ro u n d  m y  c ra m p e d  a p a r tm e n t re a d in g  th a t b o o k  a n d  d re a m ­
in g  o f  so m e d a y  l iv in g  o n  a  fa rm  a n d  b u ild in g  a ll th e  g re a t 
p ro je c ts  in  th e  b o o k  o r  re s to r in g  an  o ld  b a rn  o r  so m e th in g . I ’ve  
fo u n d  th a t ru ra l fo lk s  (as  w e ll as m a n y  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  u rb an  
p o o r)  co m e  m u ch  c lo se r  to  r e a liz in g  th e  D IY  e th ic  th a n  th e  
u rb an  m id d le -c la ss  s to c k  th a t I sp r in g  fro m . P e rh a p s  th is  is 
m o re  o u t o f  n e c e s s ity  th a n  o u t o f  a  co n sc io u s  d es ire  to  lib e ra te



th e m se lv e s  f ro m  th e  d e a d -e n d  ro ad  o f  c o rp o ra te  su b se rv ie n c e , bu t 
I ’d  ca ll it a  tru ism  n o n e th e le s s . A n d  s in c e  I ’m  f lir tin g  w ith  th e  ru ra l 
life s ty le  m y se lf , I ’ll fo cu s  o n  it  h e re , e v e n  a t th e  r isk  o r  ro m a n tic iz ­
in g  it m o re  th a n  I sh o u ld , w h ic h  I ’ll g e t  to  in  a  m in u te . B u t f irs t 
so m e  p e r t in e n t  p e rso n a l h is to ry .. .

I g rew  up as a c ity  k id . I w as  ra ised  in th e  h ea rt o f  do w n to w n  
L ittle  R ock , th e  cap ita l c ity  o f  a  q u a rte r  m illio n  in the  d ead  c e n te r  o f  
A rk an sas , w h ere  the  O u ach ita  M o u n ta in s r ise  up from  th e  fe rtile  b o t­
to m lan d s  o f  th e  M ississip p i D elta  an d  th e  tall p in es o f  the  W est G u lf  
C o asta l P lain . A s th e  c ity  sp raw ls , th e  o ld  se lf-re lian t ru ra l cu ltu re  
an d  the  m o re  m o d e m  c a p ita lis t, co n su m e r-o rie n te d , su b u rb a n  one  
co n v erg e  lik e  th e  n a tu ra l d iv is io n s  o f  th e  lan d scap e . T h e  co n flic t 
b e tw een  th ese  tw o  w ay s o f  life and  th e  n early  un iv ersa l a cce p ta n ce  o f  
th e  la tte r  a s  “p ro g re ss” (an d  th u s  a s  so m e th in g  th a t is u n q u es tio n a b ly  
desirab le ) occu p ies m u ch  o f  m y though ts. I t ’s ha rd  to  k eep  fro m  th in k ­
ing  ab o u t it as I w a tch  ag a in  an d  ag a in  as irrep lace ab le  n a tu ra l and  
cu ltu ra l fea tu re s g e t g o b b led  up by  an en d le ss  ex p an se  o f  co n cre te  
an d  p re fa b rica ted  ch a in  sto re  m ed iocrity . In an  a ttem p t to  fee l b e tte r  
( th o u g h  so m e tim es a  feeb le  on e) I th in k  a  lo t ab o u t th e  a lte rn a tiv es  
th a t w e co u ld  im p lem en t i f  w e ch o se  t o . .. a lte rn a tiv es  b ased  o n  m o re  
eco -cen tric  lifesty les, su sta inab le  techno log ies , m utual aid , and  a large- 
sca le  em b ra c in g  o f  the  D IY  eth ic .

M y  p a ren ts  w ere  ab o u t m y  ag e  w h en  th e y  b o u g h t an d  m o v ed  
in to  a  co n d em n ed  an d  to ta lly  d ilap id a ted  V ic to rian  h o u se , b u ilt in the  
1880s an d  lite ra lly  fa llin g  d o w n  a ro u n d  them . T h ey  d id n ’t  h a v e  a  lot 
o f  m o n ey  and  had  the  g ran d io se  idea  to  resto re  th e  h o u se  th em se lv e s  
in th e ir  free tim e, d esp ite  frien d s and  fam ily  th in k in g  th ey  had  to ta lly

lost th e ir  m inds. T hey  b ecam e se lf-tau g h t D IY  m asters: m y dad  stu d y ­
ing  V ic to rian  a rch itec tu re  w ith  h a m m e r a n d  saw  in h a n d  and  m y  m o m  
resea rch in g  th e  d eco ra tiv e  tech n iq u es  o f  the  V ic to rian  a rtisan s , sp e n d ­
ing  h o u rs  sc rap in g  aw ay  lay e rs  o f  p a in t w ith  a  sca lp e l an d  th en  p a in s­
tak in g ly  rec rea tin g  the  o rig in a l stencil w o rk . T h is  w e n t on  th ro u g h ­
o u t m y  ch ild h o o d , m e b e in g  p assed  up th ro u g h  sc affo ld in g  to  th e  se c ­
o n d  f lo o r b ed ro o m  as an in fan t b ecau se  th e re  w ere  no  sta irs . I h ad  a 
little  tool k it b e fo re  I w as e ig h t and  lea rn ed  bas ic  ca rp en try  from  m y 
d ad  w h ile  I w as still in  g rad esc h o o l. M y  m o m  ta u g h t m e  to  p a in t 
ea rly  on  to o  an d  th ey  tau g h t m e, in ten tio n a lly  o r  n o t, th a t i f  I w an ted  
to  I cou ld  do  ju s t  ab o u t an y th in g  I se t m y  han d s an d  m in d  to . L o o k in g  
back , th a t co n fid en ce  is p erh ap s  th e  m o s t v a lu ab le  th in g  th ey  hav e  
e v e r  g iv en  m e, an d  it is  e s sen tia l to  m a k in g  th e  D IY  e th ic  a  p a rt o u r 
lives. T h is  k n o w led g e , th a t w e  c a n  d o  th in g s  o u rse lv es , is th e  k e y  to 
d ec reas in g  o u r  d e p en d en c e  and  in c reasin g  o u r free d o m  in a ll so rts  o f  
w ay s , bo th  lite ra l an d  figu ra tiv e .

It w as la te r o n , in th e  la te  1980 s, th ro u g h  m y  in v o lv em en t in the  
u n d erg ro u n d  p u n k  m u sic  sc en e  th a t I w a s  re -e x p o sed  to  th e  D IY  eth ic . 
I re m e m b e r bein g  14 an d  g o in g  to  see  th is  ban d  E co n o ch ris t p lay  an 
all ag es  sh o w  in  a  little  c lu b  (rea lly  ju s t  an  a b an d o n ed  b u ild in g  w ith  
so m e  so und  eq u ip m en t)  c a lled  th e  D M Z . I w as am azed  th a t these  
k id s, ju s t  a  few  y ea rs  o ld e r  th an  m e, h a d  ju s t  s ta rted  th e ir  ow n  band  
w ith  n o  he lp  an d  th a t th e re  w as th is  n e tw o rk  o f  y o u n g  p e o p le  a ro u n d  
th e  co u n try  th a t b o o k ed  to u rs  fo r  s im ila r  b an d s , p u b lish ed  th e ir  o w n  
m ag az in es , and  p u t o u t th e ir  ow n  reco rd s. T h a t rea liza tio n — th a t there  
w as n o th in g  p rev en tin g  m e from  d o in g  th e se  th in g s to o  (ex cep t m y 
ow n  illu sio n s)— co m p le te ly  re v o lu tio n ize d  m y life. I s ta rted  p lay in g



in  b an d s an d  th en  se lf-p u b lish in g — so m e th in g  th a t h as b een  cen tra l 
to  m y  life  e v e r  since . T h is  ev en t and m an y  o th ers  like it w ere  p ro b ­
ab ly  e ssen tia l in h e lp in g  m e e scap e  an u n in te re s tin g , p re fa b rica ted  
fu tu re  fd le d  w ith  fo o tb a ll, f ra te rn ity  p artie s , an d  A b erc ro m b ie  and  
F itch  a th le tic  w ear.

G ro w in g  u p  as I d id , th o u g h , I h ad  a  lo t o f  ro m an tic  n o tio n s 
ab o u t life in  th e  country . E ach  fall, th e  w eek e n d  a f te r  L a b o r  D ay, o u r 
ex ten d ed  fam ily  on  m y  d a d ’s s id e  w o u ld  g e t to g e th e r  in so m e  ren ted  
c ab in s  a lo n g  th e  B uffa lo  R iv e r  in  th e  O za rk  M o u n ta in s  o f  n o r th -c e n ­
tra l A rk an sas . I w as  fasc in a ted  b y  th e  local fo lk s up  th e re  - p a r tic u ­
larly  by  a fam ily  th a t w e re  frien d s o f  m y  g rea t U ncle . T h e y  had  lived  
u p  th e re  in  th e  back country  fo r g en e ra tio n s, sc rap in g  o u t a liv ing  h o w ­
e v e r  th ey  co u ld  - fa rm in g , w o rk in g  u n d e rg ro u n d  in the  lead  and  zinc  
m in es, tim b erin g , and  m o re  re c e n tly  b y  cap ita liz in g  on  th e  to u ris ts  
like u s w h o  cam e  up to  h ik e  and  flo a t and  fish  on  th e  river. T h ey  ran 
a little  can o e  ren ta l an d  sh u ttle  o u tf it w ith  a  little  g en era l sto re . O v er 
th e  y ea rs  th ey  seem ed  to  h av e  tried  ev e ry  g im m ic k  im ag in ab le  to  lure 
in the  to u r is ts ’ d o lla r  - a  ch eap  p ly w o o d  m in i-g o lf  c o u rse .. .  rustic  
c a b in s ... y o u  n am e  it. W h a t s tru ck  m e m o st ab o u t th em  w as th a t th ey  
a lw ay s  se em ed  to  m ak e  do  w ith o u t the  am en itie s , in the  fo rm  o f  a b u n ­
dan t se rv ices , th a t c ity  d w e lle rs  o ften  tak e  fo r g ran ted . T h ey  w ere  
a lw ay s  fix in g  th e ir  ow n  buses and  can o e  tra ile rs , th ey  b u ilt th e ir  ow n  
cab in s , k n ew  p rac tica l sk ills  like p lu m b in g  an d  w e ld in g  an d  w iring , 
an d  g o t b y  h o w e v e r th ey  cou ld  b e cau se  th e re  w e re n ’t  a  lo t o f  p eo p le  
(o r  f in an ces) a ro u n d  to  do  it fo r  th em . I a lw ay s  th o u g h t th is  w as cool

ev en  th o u g h  [ h ad  no  real co n cep t o f  th e  p o v e rty  an d  h is to ry  o f  the 
p eo p le  in  th a t p a r t o f  th e  sta te .

T h e  G r e a t  H o o k - u p

N o w ,  f a s t  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 9 9 7 .  I ’d  j u s t  m o v e d  b a c k  
to L ittle  R ock  a fte r  tw o  y ea rs  sp e n t liv ing  in A tlan ta , G eorg ia . I had 
m o v ed  in to  a  sm a ll a p a rtm en t d o w n to w n , in th e  sam e n e ig h b o rh o o d  
w here  I g rew  up. It w as at abo u t that tim e  that I m et m y friend  M eredith  
w h o  w a s  h iv in g  o n  a  n ea t o ld  f a n n  in w e s t P u lask i C o u n ty  in th e  fo o t­
h ills  o f  th e  O u ach ita  M o u n ta in s . H er p lace  w as d o u b tle ss ly  in the 
ev en tu a l sp raw l p a th  o f  L ittle  R ock  b u t still v e ry  m u ch  in th e  country , 
an d  b e a u tifu lly  so! S he  and  h e r  p a rtn e r  G ab e  w ere  p lan n in g  a m o v e  
to  A la sk a  a n d  o n e  d ay  su rp rised  m e b y  a sk in g  i f  I ’d be  in te re s ted  in 
tak in g  o v e r  th e ir  p lace  fo r a  no m in a l ren t p lu s c a re tak in g  re sp o n s i­
b ilitie s. I d id n ’t even  hav e  to  th in k  tw ice . I w as g id d y  a t the  p ro s­
p e c ts  an d , in  re tro sp ec t, n o t qu ite  u n d erstan d in g  o f  th e  am o u n t o f  w o rk  
th a t w o u ld  b e  invo lved .

T he p lace  w as like som eth in g  ou t o f  m y w ildest h ippie  d ream s: 
50 acres (m o stly  w o o d ed ) th a t back  up  to  severa l tho u san d  acres o f  
un d ev e lo p ed  fo rest (ow ned  by  a  tim b er com p an y ) and a b ig  m ounta in , 
an  o ld  hou se  (heated  b y  a  w o o d  stove), tw o  b am s, a  cab in , fertile  so il, a 
pond , th ree  creeks, fie lds, an aw eso m e ch icken  c o o p ... I co u ld n ’t be­
lieve m y goo d  fortune! I cam e ou t and  h ouse-sa t a co up le  o f  tim es, 
learn ing  how  to  feed  the  ch ickens and  gu ineas, and tak ing  care  o f  the 
do g s and  ten ca ts tha t lived  there. I spen t th ree days exp lo ring  the  land, 
find ing  ov er 150 species o f  na tive  p lan ts and  see ing  all sorts o f  w ild life.

M y m ind  w as reeling . I had  in stan t p lans to m ak e  a  liv ing  farm ing  
m ed icinal herbs organically , g ro w in g  m ost o f  m y  ow n  food, raising  
c ruelty -free  livestock , b u ild ing  a  roo t ce lla r  and  g reenhouse , and  ou tfit­
tin g  the  w ho le  p lace  w ith  so la r pow er. T he p rospect o f  h av ing  to bust 
m y  ass d id n ’t  ev en  b o th e r  m e. H ell, I w as look ing  fo rw ard  to  it! A s fo r 
fu n d in g  all th ese  pro jec ts, I hoped  to  sc rounge an d  sa lvage all the m a te ­
ria ls, sh a re  th e  hou se  and  asso c ia ted  co sts  w ith  a  few  like-m in d ed  fo lks, 
and  w o rk  fo r m o n ey  as needed . N o  problem ! W here  th e re ’s a  w ill 
th e re ’s a  w ay, righ t?

T h e  F i r s t  Y e a r :  T h e  “ R e a l  W o r l d ”
G i v e s  M y  H o p e s  a  H e a r t y  A s s - K i c k i n g

M e r e d i t h  a n d  G a b e  l e f t  f o r  A l a s k a  i n  O c t o b e r  a n d  m y  
p a r tn e r  T anya an d  I m o v ed  in to  th e  d ra fty  o ld  fa rm h o u se  w ith  fall in 
fu ll effec t. W e fe ll in to  a  d e c e n t ro u tin e , co m in g  to  te rm s w ith  th e  30  
to  4 0  m in u te  co m m u te  in to  to w n  (she  w o rk in g  full tim e  and  in  school 
p art tim e  an d  m e v ice  versa). M e red ith  left h e r c h ick en s  an d  tw o  o f  
h er ca ts , w h ich  k ep t us p re tty  busy. I en jo y ed  the  w o rk  o u td o o rs  and  
to o k  long  w a lk s in th e  fo res t, lea rn in g  all the  n ative  p lan ts. W e’d rise  
a t 5 :00  am  w eek d a y s  w h en  th e  ro o ste rs  w o u ld  s ta rt c ro w in g , feed in g  
firs t th e  an im a ls  and  th en  o u rse lv es . I lapsed  on  fiv e  y ea rs  o f  v eg an ­
ism  w h en  m y  p a l C h ip  ask ed  m e to  g iv e  h im  o n e  go o d  reaso n  w h y  
e a tin g  o u r  c h ic k e n s ’ eg g s w a s  u n e th ica l an d  all m y  a rg u m en ts  w ere  
ag a in s t fa c to ry  farm s.

A s w in te r  ap p ro ach ed , c h a llen g es  b eg an  to  p re se n t th em se lv e s. 
F irs t an d  fo rem o st, n e ith e r  o f  u s had en o u g h  free  tim e  to  tak e  on  a lo t 
o f  th e  p ro jec ts  I had  so id ea lis tica lly  d ream ed  up. In rea lity  w e had  
o u r h an d s fu ll ju s t  tak in g  care  o f  w h a t w e  had  g o in g  a lready , an d  as it 
g o t c o ld e r  th e  d ay s b ecam e sh o rte r  and  shorter. F irew o o d  rap id ly  
b ecam e  an  issue. I b o rro w ed  a ch a in saw  and  C h ip  an d  I cu t a  m assiv e  
w illo w  oak  th a t had  fallen  in th e  b ack  fie ld  and  sp lit it in to  stove  
w o o d  w ith  ax es . Ju s t as it w as ru n n in g  lo w  a to rn ad o  th a t d ev as ta ted  
m o st o f  do w n to w n  L ittle  R o ck  p ro v id ed  us w ith  en o u g h  free  w o o d  
fo r tw o  w in ters. I t’s fu lfillin g  to  sit co m fo rtab ly  on  an icy  n ig h t a round  
a  rag in g  fire , fue led  by  ren ew ab le  en ergy  y o u  and  m o th e r n a tu re  c o l­
lab o ra ted  on  p rov id in g . It a lso  tak es  a lo t o f  w o rk , tim e , an d  d isc i­
p lin e  to  ch o p  an d  sta ck  a  su ff ic ien t su p p ly  b e fo re  w in te r  se ts in. P lu s, 
th e  s to v e  d id n ’t h ea t th e  b ed ro o m s very  w ell and  w e  had  to  re ly  p a r­
tia lly  on  e lec tric  ( re s is tan ce )  h ea tin g  on  the  co ld es t n ig h ts , w h ich  is in 
no  w ay  inex p en siv e .

O n e  o f  m y  b ig  p lan s  w as to  g ro w  a g o o d  p o rtio n  o f  m y  ow n  
food , so I w as tillin g  g ro u n d  b e fo re  w in te r  left. W e had  m arg inal 
su c cess  a t g a rd e n in g  d u rin g  th a t firs t sp rin g  b u t th is  slid  in to  ab jec t 
fa ilu re  b y  e a rly  su m m er b ecau se  n e ith e r  T anya o r  I had  th e  tim e  to 
p ro p erly  ten d  it. B u g s a te  the  eg g p lan ts , to m a to es  ro tte d  on th e  v ine , 
and  B e rm u d a  g rass  c ro w d ed  o u t the  p eppers. T h en  th e  w ell w en t d ry  
d u rin g  a n as ty  d ro u g h t an d  th e  g ard en  w as m o re  o r  less lost. I can  
o n ly  im ag in e  w h a t real farm ers m u st lose  w h en  d ro u g h ts  w reck  th e ir  
w h o le  live lih o o d . W e v o w ed  to  d o  it r ig h t th is  y e a r  (an d  th in g s  are  
d e fin ite ly  lo o k in g  up).

O n e  o f  th e  b e s t th in g s  ab o u t th a t firs t y e a r  w as  m e e tin g  and



b eco m in g  frien d s  w ith  m y  pal T om . I ce rta in ly  c a n ’t  g o  o n  ta lk in g  
ab o u t ru ra l D IY  cu ltu re  w ith o u t in tro d u c in g  h im . T om  lives ab o u t a  
h a lf  m ile  d o w n  th e  c reek  fro m  us an d  h as been  liv in g  o u t here , fa rm ­
ing organically , fo r ab o u t 2 0  years . P rio r  to  th a t he  liv ed  up in the 
O zark  M o u n ta in s  in M ad iso n  C o u n ty — w ay  o u t in th e  b ackw oods. 
H e m o v ed  up  th e re  from  L ittle  R ock  in the  1970s, r ig h t o u t o f  h igh  
sch o o l, to  w o rk  o n  a b lu eb e rry  farm . O n h is  firs t d ay  th e re  th ey  g o t 
h im  up  a t d aw n  an d  b u tch e red  a h o g  r ig h t in f ro n t o f  h im  to  te s t h is 
m ettle . H e stu c k  a ro u n d  th o u g h , e v en tu a lly  b u y in g  h is o w n  land  and 
liv in g  in an  o ld  A ir  F o rce  am b u lan ce . Tom  h as m o re  p rac tica l D IY  
e x p e rien ce  th an  ju s t  ab o u t an y o n e  I kn o w  and  has h e lp ed  m e o u t im ­
m en se ly  o v e r  th e  pas t y e a r  an d  a h a lf  w ith  h is k n o w led g e  (an d  h is 
w illin g n ess  to  sh a re  it) o f  m ech an ica l th in g s, p lu m b in g , ag ricu ltu re , 
farm  im p lem en ts , liv esto ck , carpen try , an d  life  in gen era l. H e has 
a lso  len t m e d o zen s  o f  m u ch -n eed ed  too ls... I g o  o v e r  to  h is farm  
a lm o st d a ily  an d  w e c o m p are  recen t d u m p ste r  sc o res ( to  the  am u se ­
m en t o f  o u r g ir lfr ien d s) , barter, and  sh o o t a ro u n d  D IY  p ro jec t ideas as 
I m ilk  h im  fo r a d v ice  on  one  th in g  o r  ano ther. W e a re  a lso  b o th  o b ­
se ssed  w ith  m o u n ta in  lio n s, w h ich  a re  ac tiv e  in o u r  a rea  (b u t su p p o s­
ed ly  ex tin c t) , bu t th a t’s a top ic  fo r a  w h o le  o th e r  artic le .

P art o f  o u r  ren ta l a g reem en t is to  m ain ta in  the  en tire  p lace . T h is 
inc ludes k eep in g  th e  m an y  stru c tu res p a in ted  and in goo d  repair, m o w ­
ing, k e ep in g  fie ld s b u sh -h o g g ed , ru n n in g  o f f  p o ach e rs , f ix in g  fences , 
rep lac in g  w ash ed  o u t b rid g es, cu ttin g  fa llen  trees, k e ep in g  th e  w ell 
p um p  w o rk in g , m a in ta in in g  the  sep tic  tan k , e tc. A ll th is  is in add ition  
to th e  m an y  se lf- im p o sed  re sp o n s ib ilitie s  (ca rin g  fo r all th e  a n im a ls , 
m a in ta in in g  b ird feed e rs , g a rd en in g , b u ild in g  o u th o u se s  fo r a c tiv is t/ 
sm a ll p re ss  re trea ts , ra is in g  ch ick en s , an d  so on). T ry in g  to  b a lan ce  
a ll o f  th is  w o rk  an d  re sp o n s ib ility  w ith  o u r  a lread y  b u sy  liv es  has 
been  th e  so u rce  o f  m y  b ig g es t fru s tra tions . I su p p o se  th e  log ical an a ly ­
sis is th a t tw o  a lread y  b u sy  p eo p le  c a n ’t h an d le  th a t k in d  o f  w o rk lo ad . 
W e tried  a th ird  h o u se m ate  fo r a  w h ile  b u t it d id n ’t rea lly  last. I guess 
co o p e ra tiv e  liv in g  situ a tio n s  o n ly  w o rk  i f  ev e ry o n e  a g rees  on  certa in  
cen tra l g o a ls  an d  p rin c ip le s  an d  th en  m ak es th e  sam e c o m m itm e n t to  
see in g  th em  th ro u g h .

I t w a s n ’t  a ll f ru s tra tio n , th o u g h . W e p u lle d  o f f  a  g re a t e v e n t in 
S e p te m b e r— a th re e -d a y  “ p u n k /a c tiv is t/z in e  g e e k  re tre a t”  fo r  a ll the  
sm a ll p re ss  ty p e s  w e  a s so c ia te  w ith  a t T ree  o f  K n o w le d g e  P ress . It 
w a s  a  g a th e r in g  o f  o v e r  100 w rite rs , z in e  e d ito rs , a c tiv is ts , p u n k  
ro c k e rs , an d  o th e r  m isc re a n ts . T om  d u b b ed  it “ T ic k s to c k ”  an d  w e 
h ad  o n e  h e ll o f  a  g o o d  tim e . F o lk s  ca m e  to g e th e r  fro m  all o v e r  th e  
c o u n try  (e v e n  a  few  fro m  th e  U K , C a n a d a , a n d  Ja p a n )  an d  w e  m ad e  
g re a t fo o d , p la y e d  m u sic  a ro u n d  th e  c am p fire , h ad  g o o d  d isc u ss io n s , 
sw am , h ik e d , c a m p e d , an d  ju s t  h a d  a  g re a t  tim e . I t w a s  a  te s ta m e n t 
to  th e  a m a z in g  p e o p le  an d  p o w e r  o f  th is  D IY  cu ltu re  w e ’v e  g o t g o ­
ing . W e e v e n  g o t p ra c tic a l an d  b u ilt  a g re a t o u th o u se  a n d  an  o u t­
d o o r  sh o w e r  to  a c c o m m o d a te  th e  m asses . It w as  th e  h ig h lig h t o f  
m y sum m er.

“ I t  t a k e s  a  m i g h t y  g o o d  d o g  t o  w h u p  a  c o o n . . . ”

A s  i f  t o  k e e p  o u r  e x c i t e m e n t  a n d  g o o d  l u c k  in  c h e c k ,  t h e
tim b e r  c o m p a n y  b eg an  a  m assiv e  lo g g in g  o p e ra tio n  th e  w e e k  w e 
m o v ed  in . I t la s te d  m o n th s an d  d ev as ta ted  h u n d red s  o f  ac re s  a ro u n d  
B lue M oun ta in , w h ich  rises abo u t 600  feet abo v e  o u r hou se  (900  above 
sea  level). It w a s n ’t a  c lea rcu t, b u t it to re  th e  w o o d s up p re tty  bad, 
d isp lac in g  w ild life  an d  b reak in g  h ip p ie  hearts. It b o rd ere d  o u r p ro p ­
e rty  on  tw o  sid es, th o u g h  th e re  w as  s till a  n ice  b u ffe r  o f  w o o d s. A s 
th e  w e a th e r  tu rn ed  c o ld e r  th e  w ild life  b ec a m e  b o ld e r  in  th e ir  search  
fo r food . I th in k  M e re d ith ’s do g s, w h ich  sh e  to o k  to  A lask a , m ust 
hav e  fu n c tio n ed  to  k eep  the  racco o n s , ‘p o ssu m s, fox es, and  o th er 
p red a to rs  fro m  g e ttin g  a t the  p o u ltry  ( I ’m  a lso  co n v in ced  th a t th e  lo g ­
g in g  p lay ed  a  ro le  by  m ak in g  a m ess o f  th e  local food  cha in  an d  d e ­

stro y in g  a  lo t o f  hab ita t) . It s ta rted  w ith  f in d in g  a s in g le  ‘p o ssu m  in 
th e  h en h o u se  o n e  n ig h t an d  ch as in g  it aw a y  b e fo re  it d id  an y  d am age. 
S h o rtly  after, how ev er, th e  s la u g h te r  b eg an . W e lo st o n e  b ird  a f te r  
an o th e r— tw o  in a  s in g le  n ig h t once . A n d  a ll th is  in sp ite  o f  d o zen s  o f  
“ I ’m -su re - th a t’s - th e - la s t-p la c e - th e y -c a n -g e t- in ” ty p e  re p a irs  to  th e  
m a ss iv e  c h ic k e n  co o p . T ru s t m e , h u n g ry  ra c c o o n s  can  p e rfo rm  
m irac les , even  b u stin g  righ t th ro u g h  a fa irly  s tu rd y  w o o d en  w all! Tom  
to ld  m e  th ey  carry  c o rd le ss  d rills  an d  c law  h am m ers, an d  I b e liev ed  
h im  a f te r  that.

In d esp e ra tio n  I d ec id ed  th a t g e ttin g  so m e do g s w o u ld  b e  the 
bes t a n sw e r  to  th is  d ilem m a. I w en t d o w n  to  U n c le  J a c k ’s F eed  and 
F arm  Supply , an d  to ld  o l’ U n c le  Ja ck  ( th e  e ig h ty -p lu s  y e a r  o ld  fa rm er 
w h o  ru n s th e  p lace) th a t th e  co o n s  a n d  ‘p o ssu m s w ere  s la u g h te rin g  
m y  b ird s and  th a t I a im ed  to  g e t so m e d o g s  to  k eep  from  lo sin g  all o f  
th em . H e sh o o k  h is h ead , lo o k ed  m e d ead  in th e  ey e , an d  sa id  in all 
se rio u sn ess , “ It tak es  a m ig h ty  g o o d  d o g  to  w h u p  a  c o o n . . .” . T hen , 
a f te r  a  p au se  he fin ish ed  w ith : “ . . .  b u t an y  d o g  can  w h u p  a p o s s u m ... 
an d  a p o ssu m  can  w h u p  a c o o n ” . I th o u g h t th is m ig h t be  so m e so rt o f  
heavy , m e tap h o rica l rid d le  he  w a s  u s in g  to  co n v e y  so m e d eep  ru ra l 
w isd o m  b u t fo u n d  o u t la te r  th a t it is an ac tu a l fac t, h av in g  to  do  w ith  
th e  size  and  shap e  o f  each  a n im a l’s m ou th . In the  m ean  tim e  he  loaned  
m e a live trap  to  ca tc h  the  co o n s an d  su g g e sted  th a t I pu t a  lid less  55- 
g a llon  d ru m  w ith  a d ead  ch ick en  in the  b o tto m  n ex t to  th e  fen ce  w here  
th e  ‘p o ssu m s cam e  over. T h is , he  to ld  m e, w o u ld  trap  the  
‘p o ssu m s so th a t th ey  c o u ld n ’t g e t b ack  o u t an d  “y o u  can  
sh o o t 'e m  rig h t th e re .”  I  o p ted  to  ju s t  u se  th e  trap  an d  cau g h t 
an d  re lo ca ted  fiv e  co o n s  an d  a  ‘p o ssu m  (all o f  th e m  re m a rk ­
a b ly  w e ll-fed ).

Ju s t fo r b ack u p  w e  w e n t ah ead  an d  g o t tw o  p u p p ies—  
ch o w /la b  h a lfb ree d s  n am ed  D in n e r an d  B obby. I sa t th em  
d o w n  and  ex p la in ed  th a t the  c h ick en s  w e re  th e ir  p a ls  and  the 
p red a to rs  w ere  to  be  k ep t aw ay  from  th em . T h e  p u p s, h o w ­
ever, seem ed  to  h av e  so m e d ifficu lty  d is tin g u ish in g  be tw een  
th e  tw o  g ro u p s  an d  p ro m p tly  k illed  o n e  o f  o u r fav o rite  hens.
N o w  w e h ad  tw o  ram b u n c tio u s  dog s, each  cap ab le  o f  ju m p ­
ing  p re tty  m u ch  a n y  fen ce  I co u ld  c o n s tru c t an d  n e ith e r  w ith  
a n y  a b ility  o r in te re s t in  p ro te c tin g  th e  ra p id ly  d e c lin in g  
ch ick en  p o p u la tio n . P lu s, w e  w ere  n o w  ch a rg ed  w ith  th e  
a d d ed  re sp o n s ib ilitie s  o f  ta k in g  care  o f  tw o  n eed y  pup s. D e­
sp ite  v a lian t e ffo rts  o n  o u r part, in c lu d in g  b u t n o t lim ited  to 
m e in m y  u n d e rw e a r at 3 a .m . fig h tin g  a  huge (an d  p o w erfu l- 
m ad ) ‘p o ssu m  w ith  a  b ro o m , it w as o n ly  a  m a tte r  o f  tim e 
un til th a t flo ck  o f  p o u ltry  w a s  no  m ore . O th e r  m em o rab le  
ex p erien ces w ith  w ild life  in c lu d ed  a b o b ca t k illin g  m y  s is te r ’s 
ca t, M a lco lm , w h ich  w e  w e re  w a tc h in g  w h ile  sh e  w as aw ay.
T h ere  w ere  a lso  a  lo t o f  co y o tes  th a t w o u ld  ho w l d o w n  from  
th e  m o u n ta in  a ro u n d  d u sk  (I ev en  g o t a  g rea t p h o to  o f  one), 
an d  I fo u n d  m o u n ta in  lio n  track s an d  sc a t n ea rb y  a s  w ell.

T ed an d  L ucy  (T a n y a ’s p a re n ts )  ca m e  to  stay  fo r  a  w eek  
in th e  spring . L ucy  is a b so lu te ly  te rrif ied  o f  snakes. I m ean , 
she  h as an  irra tio n a l fe a r  o f  th em  u n lik e  an y th in g  I ’v e  ev e r  
w itn essed . U p until th e ir  a rriv a l I 'd  seen  m ay b e  th ree  snakes 
a ll year. T h en , on  th e  d ay  a f te r  th e ir  a rriv a l, w e  saw  fiv e  sn a k es o f  
fo u r d ifferen t species (tw o  ven om ous), th e  m o st dram atic  be in g  a seven 
fo o t lo n g  b la c k  ra t snake  th a t cam e  r ig h t u n d e r th e  p ic tu re  w in d o w  
w h ere  L u cy  w as s ittin g  e a tin g  h e r  lunch . T h e y  e n d ed  u p  sta y in g  on ly  
o n e  n ig h t and  g e ttin g  a  m o te l in to w n  fo r  the  re s t o f  th e ir  stay. It w as 
p re tty  funny.

R u r a l - s t y l e  D I Y  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  ( p r o s  a n d  c o n s )

T h e  p e o p le  o u t h e re , a s  a  w h o le , a re  a lo t less  re lia n t on  co p s  
an d  o th e r  o ffic ia l law  e n fo rc e m e n t th an  p e o p le  in  th e  city . A s a



re su lt, th e y  a re  a lso  a lo t m o re  w e ll-a rm e d . T h e re ’s a  s ig u J ia n g in g  
in a  lo ca l sm a ll e n g in e  re p a ir  sh o p  th a t  su m s up  th e  lo c a l a tti tu d e  on  
su c h  m a tte rs . It h a s  a p ic tu re  o f  a  h a n d g u n , p o in te d  s tra ig h t o u t a t 
th e  read e r, an d  th e  w o rd s  “ W e d o n ’t  c a ll 911". T h is  is n ’t  ju s t  a 
h o llo w  th re a t e ither. T ake, fo r  e x a m p le , th e  lo c a l liq u o r/d ru g /g u n  
sto re  (n o  sh it! ) , w h e re  a  fo o lh a rd y  a rm ed  ro b b e r  re c e iv e d  a  fa ta l 
b u lle t f ro m  th e  p ro p r ie to r  fo r  h is  e ffo rts . T om  to ld  m e ab o u t a tte n d ­
in g  a  “ n e ig h b o rh o o d  w a tc h ”  m e e tin g  a t  th e  n e a rb y  N o rth  P o in t B a p ­
tis t C h u rc h  a  few  y e a rs  ag o . A  sh e r i f f ’s d e p u ty  ca m e  an d  ta lk e d  to  a  
v ig ila n te  m o b  o f  lo c a l re s id e n ts  a f te r  so m e  c r im e  in th e  n e ig h b o r­
h ood . T om  said  so m e  o f  th e  n e ig h b o rs  se em ed  a lm o s t b lo o d th irs ty , 
a sk in g  q u e s tio n s  lik e , “ I f  a p e rso n  c o m e s  in m y h o u se  can  I sh o o t 
h im ? ” W h en  th e  d e p u ty  a n sw e re d  in  th e  a ff irm a tiv e  (b y  sa y in g  “ i f  
th e y ’re  in y o u r  h o u se , th e y ’re  b o u g h t a n d  p a id  fo r” ), h e  w a s  a sk ed , 
“ W ell, w h a t i f  h e  c o m e s  in  m y  c a rp o r t?  T h e n  ca n  I sh o o t h im ? ” A t 
th is  p o in t a n o th e r  n e ig h b o r  sa id  “ W h a t y o u  do  is sh o o t ‘em  an d  th en  
d rag  ‘em  in to  y o u r  c a rp o r t.” S ad ly , th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  w a tc h  p ro ­
g ram  w as sh o r t- liv e d . It se em s th a t th e  s ig n s  w e re  s to len  an d  the  
p o sse  d isso lv e d , e v e ry o n e  g o in g  b a c k  to  fre e la n c e  v ig ila n tism  o r 
p o ach in g .

S p eak in g  o f  p o ach e rs , o u r  n ex t d o o r  n e ig h b o r  R o n n ie , w h o  is 
so rt o f  an  o ld -w e st co w b o y  ty p e , h as to ld  m e so m e  c razy  sto rie s  ab o u t 
c h as in g  p o ach e rs  o f f  h is  land . H e liv es o n  80  th ic k ly -w o o d e d  acres

an d  sp e n d s  a  lo t o f  tim e  r id in g  a ro u n d  th e  w o o d s on  h is  fo u r  w h ee le r  
p u ttin g  o u t w ild life  food. T h is  a ttrac ts  the  w ild life , w h ich  in turn  
a ttrac t th e  p o ach e rs . I rem em b er M ered ith  te llin g  m e ab o u t co m in g  
hom e an d  f in d in g  R onn ie  an d  a  frien d  o f  h is p a tro llin g  h is  p ro p erty  
b o u n d arie s  on  fo u r-w h ee le rs  w ith  a s sa u lt rifles  in hand! I t’s  n o t ju s t  
p o ach ers  he  h as to  w o rry  ab o u t either. O n e  d ay  he w as  back  on  the 
rem o te  re ach es  o f  h is land  an d  cam e  b a c k  up  to  h is  h o u se  to  fin d  a  van  
in h is d riv ew ay , a w o m an  s ta n d in g  n ex t to  h is h o u se , an d  a m an  h a lf  
w ay  in h is b ack  w indow . R o n n ie , a rm ed  to  th e  tee th  b u t a lw a y s  p o ­
lite, d ro v e  u p  and  ca su a lly  a sk ed  i f  he  co u ld  h e lp  them . T h e  guy, still 
in the  w indow , sa id  th a t the  g u y  w h o  o w n ed  the h o u se  h a d  h ired  them  
“to  c lean  o u t so m e bird  n e s ts .” R o n n ie  pu lled  h is g u n  and  th e  m an 
ran  fo r h is van . R o n n ie  sh o t o u t h is  tire s  a s  th e  g u y  p u lle d  aw ay  an d  
the  w o m an  b o lted  fo r th e  w oods. T h e  sh e rif f  la te r  c a u g h t th e  guy  
(w ith  fla t tire s)  try in g  to e scap e  a  few  m iles  on d o w n  th e  h ighw ay . 
T h e re  w as  a h e lico p te r-led  m a n h u n t fo r th e  w o m an , w h o  w as p icked  
up  b y  an  o ff-d u ty  d e p u ty  a s  sh e  w as a ttem p tin g  to  h itch h ik e  on  a 
n earby  h ighw ay .

T h is  is  n o th in g , how ev er, co m p ared  to  s to ries  Tom  has to ld  m e 
o f  life  up  in  M a d iso n  C oun ty , w h ere  th e  o ld  w e s t m e n ta lity  is rea lly  
still a live . F o r ex am p le , T om  w as in v o lv ed  in a  law su it o v e r  acce ss to 
a  ro ad  th a t h ad  been  u se d  by  ev e ry b o d y  in th e  a re a  fo r  a  h u n d red  
y ea rs  o r m o re . It c ro ssed  th e  p ro p e rty  o f  th is  o n e  g u y  w h o  d id n ’t



w a n t p eo p le  u sin g  it an y m o re . T ro u b le  w as th a t th e  g u y  h ad  no  legal 
b as is  fo r  c lo s in g  th e  ro ad  sin c e  th e  co u n ty  had  b een  m a in ta in in g  it fo r 
e v e r  so  lo n g  w ith  p u b lic  m oney . W ell, h e  c lo se d  it an y w ay , sh u ttin g  
so m e fo lk s (Tom  in c lu d ed ) o f f  from  acce ss in g  th e ir  ow n  property . A 
g ro u p  o f  fo lks g o t to g e th e r  an d  filed  a law su it ag a in s t th e  g u y  and 
ten s io n s  rap id ly  e sca la ted . S o m e loca ls  pa id  Tom  a v isit an d  to ld  him  
that “ th is  law su it b u sin e ss  is a  b u n ch  o f  b u llsh it.”  N o w  th ese  fo lks 
w e re n ’t s id in g  w ith  th e  g u y  w h o  c lo se d  th e  ro ad — q u ite  th e  con trary . 
T h ey  ju s t  th o u g h t a  law su it w as  a  co w ard ly  w a y  to  se ttle  th e  p ro b lem . 
T h ey  to ld  Tom  that he w as c lea rly  in th e  r ig h t an d  th a t it w a s  h is p lace  
- in fact h is du ty — to  go  and  b u m  th e  o th e r  g u y ’s h o u se  dow n! T hat 
w as a fa irly  co m m o n  form  o f  re trib u tio n  up there , as I ’ll g e t to  in a 
m inu te . S im ila rly , so m e  o th e r  fo lks d ec id ed  to use th e  c lo sed  road 
ju s t  th e  sam e. A n o th e r  g u y  d ro v e  up the  ro ad  to  p ick  up h is tw o -y ear- 
o ld  son  a t a f r ie n d ’s h ouse . O n  h is  w a y  b a c k  d o w n , th e  ro ad -c lo se r  
ste p p ed  in fro n t o f  th e ir  tru ck , rifle  in han d , an d  sen t a  b u lle t th ro u g h  
th e  rad ia to r. W ell th e  g u y  in th e  tru c k  g o t o u t o f  th e re  an d  w h en  the  
w o rd  sp read  ab o u t w h a t h ap p en ed , he  w as  ap p ro ach ed  by  th e  locals 
w h o  a sk ed  w h a t he w as g o n n a  do. T h e  g en era l co n sen su s  w as th a t he 
w a s  o b lig a ted  to  g o  an d  k ill th e  g u y  w h o  c lo sed  th e  road . In fac t, he 
lost co n s id e ra b le  s ta tu s  in the  co m m u n ity  fo r n o t g o in g  an d  k illing  
th e  guy!

D o n ’t  g e t m e w ro n g — I am  a  firm  a d v o ca te  o f  tak in g  care  o f  
p eo p le  w h o  v io la te  y o u  (an d  o th e rs)  in a  D IY  m an n er, b u t th e re  can  
be a d o w n sid e . I g u ess th e  m ain  p ro b lem  is th a t so o n e r o r la te r p eo p le  
sta rt en fo rc in g  th e ir  ow n  p erso n a l b e lie fs  as “ law ” and  p eo p le  w h o  
v io la te  so c ia l n o rm s en d  u p  w ith  th e ir  h o u se s  b u rn t d o w n . S u rp rise , 
su rp rise , i t ’s not hard  to  find  ex am p les  o f  th is  in M ad iso n  C ounty , 
w h ich , as yo u  m ay  hav e  g u essed , is a  p re tty  s ta u n ch ly  C h ris tian  p lace . 
N o t y o u r  ty p ica l, m o d era te , ch u rch -o n -S u n d ay  b ran d  o f  C h ris tian ity  
either. I t ’s m o re  o f  th e  ev an g e lica l, fa ith -h ea lin g , sn a k e -h a n d lin g , 
b a p tiz in g -in -th e -riv e r  k in d  up there , an d  w h en  n ew  p eo p le  m o v e  in to 
th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d , y o u  can  b e t th e y  g e t sc ru tin iz e d  b y  th e  locals . 
U n d esirab le  e lem en ts  h ad  b e tte r be  carefu l. Tom  to ld  m e th a t one

tim e  a  b u n ch  o f  h ip p ie s  w ere  a t th e  lo ca l sw im m in g  ho le , fam ilies  
w ith  k id s, all b a re -a ss  n aked . S o m e lo ca ls  cam e  d o w n  th e  tra il w ith  
th e ir  fam ilie s  an d  d isc o v e red , to  th e ir  ho rro r, th e  im m o ra l m ass o f  
h a ir  an d  nudity . N e e d le ss  to  say, th is  w as  a  se rio u s  in frac tio n  o f  so ­
c ia l n o rm s and  so m e h o u se s  b u rn ed  in th e m  h ills  th a t n igh t. A  sim ila r  
fa te  befe ll a g ro u p  o f  lesb ian s w h o  w ere  liv ing  co llec tiv e ly  in the  
n o rth ern  p a rt o f  the  A rk a n sa s  O za rk s  n e a r  E u rek a  S p rin g s . T h ese  
w o m en , in ten tio n a lly  o r  n o t, w ere  v io la tin g  ju s t  ab o u t ev e ry  cu ltu ra l 
no rm  th ere  w as. T h ey  w o re  p an ts , d ro v e  tru ck s , d id n ’t g o  to  ch u rch , 
an d  m o st o f  a ll, h u n g  o u t w ith  o th e r  w o m en . A  (m ale ) frien d  o f  T o m ’s 
w as h e lp in g  th ese  w o m en  b u ild  a h o u se  an d  as it n eared  co m p le tio n  
th ey  cam e  b a c k  to  fin d  it b u rn t to  th e  g ro u n d . It tu rn s o u t th a t the  
local p e o p le  th o u g h t th ey  w ere  w itch es . S eriously . T h is  w as in  the  
1970s.

S o m etim es th is  D IY -ju s tice -g o n e-aw ry  to o k  m ore sub tle  (y e t ju s t  
as e ffe c tiv e )  fo rm s. F o r  in stan c e , so m e  p eo p le  w h o  liv ed  o v e r  o f f  
C a v e  M o u n ta in  R o a d  (v e ry  ru g g ed  c o u n try )  w ere  b u ste d  fo r g ro w in g  
m ariju a n a . T h e  c o u n ty  ro ad  g rader, w h o  w as th e  m o st m ean in g fu l 
g o v e rn m en t em p lo y ee  to  m o st p eo p le  in  M a d iso n  C oun ty , re fu sed  to  
g rad e  th e ir  road . H e  ju s t  p a sse d  it up. U p  th ere , i f  th e  ro ad s a re n ’t 
g rad ed  perio d ica lly , th ey  b eco m e  im p assab le . T h is  w as as e ffe c tiv e  
as an y th in g  a t ru n n in g  p eo p le  o f f  th a t v io la ted  so m e o n e  e ls e ’s c o n ­
cep t o f  r ig h t an d  w ro n g .

P e rh a p s  th e  tru ly  p io u s  fe lt th a t th e y  h ad  to  ta k e  th e  law  in to  
th e ir  o w n  h an d s  u p  th e re , c o n s id e r in g  th e  d e g re e  o f  c o rru p tio n  in 
th e  local o ffic ia ls . M a d iso n  C oun ty , o f  c o u rse , is a  d ry  coun ty , w h ich  
m e a n s  th e re  is a ll so r ts  o f  b o o tle g g in g  g o in g  on . T h e  in te re s tin g  
th in g  is th a t  th e  m a in  b o o tle g g e r  in th e  co u n ty  is th e  D e m o c ra tic  
p a r ty  (w h o  h as  c o n tro lle d  th e  c o u n ty  fo r  as lo n g  as a n y o n e  c a n  re ­
m em b er). O n  e le c tio n  day, fo lk s w o u ld  go  by  th e  c o m m u n ity  c e n te r  
in th e  to w n  o f  H u n tsv ille , w a lk  pas t th e  o ld  g e e z e rs  w h o  se rv e d  as 
e le c tio n  m a rsh a ls  (a n d  ro a m e d  th e  s tre e ts  o u t f ro n t to tin g  r ifle s ), 
v o te  (o n  n u m b e re d  b a llo ts ) , a n d  th e n  g o  b y  th e  h o m e  o f  th e  local 
D e m o c ra tic  p a r ty  p ro m o te r  fo r  th e ir  “ e le c tio n  d ay  b o o z e !”  T h e



D e m o c ra ts  w o u ld  a lso  b rin g  b o o z e  to  b a rn  d a n c e s  a t th e  b lu e b e rry  
farm  w h ere  Tom  w o rk ed . It d id n ’t s to p  th e re  e ither. M a d iso n  C o u n ty  
is th e  so u rc e  o f  a  lo t o f  th e  m a riju a n a  th a t is  g ro w n  in A rk an sas . 
T h is  is , o f  c o u rse , illeg a l b u t th e re  w a s  an  in te re s tin g  a rra n g e m e n t 
b e tw e e n  w ith  th e  s h e r i f f  an d  th e  g ro w e rs . It w a s n ’t u n c o m m o n  to  
c o m e  h o m e  to  f in d  a  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  y o u r  c ro p  m iss in g  an d  a  n o te  
fro m  th e  s h e r i f f  sa y in g  th a t he  h ad  tak en  h is  sh a re  o f  y o u r  p lan ts . 
H is  p la n ts  w e re  th en  so ld  o r  tra d e d  fo r b o o ze , w h ic h  w a s  so ld  o r 
d is tr ib u te d  to  e n su re  loyalty . In  re tu rn , h e  lo o k ed  th e  o th e r  w ay. 
T h is  w as  fa ir ly  co m m o n  k n o w led g e .

B a ck  here , in w es t P u lask i C oun ty , th in g s  a re  c o n s id e rab ly  m o re  
tam e  th o u g h  still su ff ic ien tly  exc itin g . T h e  illegal d ru g  m an u fac tu r­
ing  here  rev o lv es  a ro u n d  c ry s ta l m eth , ch eap  sp e ed  th a t can  be  m ad e  
from  h o u se h o ld  c h em ica ls  in tra ile rs , b a rn s, o r  w o o d s . P eo p le  on 
m eth  a re  p re tty  sc a ry  th o u g h , an d  th e re ’s n o  sh o rtag e  o f  th e m  ru n n in g  
a ro u n d  o u t here— th e  o ccas io n a l sh o tg u n  k illin g  o r  b o d y  in th e  riv e r  
b ea rin g  w itn ess  to th is. A n o th e r  e x c itin g  p ro sp ec t is th e  po ten tia l fo r 
p ro p e rty  o w n ers  w arrin g  ag a in s t th e  p o ach ers . T h ese  a ssh o le s  w ou ld  
co m e  o n to  o u r p lace  from  th e  tim b er co m p a n y  land  (w h ere  th ey  have 
a  h u n tin g  lease) on  fo u r w h ee le rs  to  sp o tlig h t deer, stick  u se d  h y p o ­
d erm ic  n eed le s  in o u r  “ P o sted : N o  H u n tin g ”  signs , an d  leav e  b ee r  
c an s  an d  feces  a ro u n d . M e red ith  an d  G ab e  h ad  b een  th rea ten ed  at 
g u n p o in t on  th e ir  ow n  p ro p erty  in th e  pas t w h en  th ey  to ld  so m e d ru n k / 
h igh  y a h o o s  to  leave. S o  th ey  h a d  tr ie d  b e in g  n ice , fa iled , an d  w ere  in 
th e  p ro c e ss  o f  e sca la tin g  th e  s tru g g le  w h e n  w e  m o v ed  in. G ab e  had 
fa sh io n ed  so m e  “nail b o a rd s” o u t o f  o ld  slab s (th e  w as te  p lan k s from  
sa w m ills  w ith  th e  bark  still on  o n e  side ) by  n a ilin g  d o zen s  o f  b ig  nails 
th rough  th em  and  p lac ing  them  u n d er the  le a f  litte r on the  fo u r w h ee le r  
tra ils  b ack  in th e  w ood . A t lea s t o n e  u n su sp ec tin g  b u b b a  h ad  lo st 
so m e tire s  as a resu lt. T h is  m ay  seem  d ras tic  bu t co n s id e r  th a t th is 
sam e g ro u p  o f  “ h u n te rs” h ad  s tru n g  p ia n o  w ire  a t n e c k  h e ig h t a lo n g  
m o u n ta in  b ik e  tra ils  o n  th e  tim b e r co m p a n y  land  an d  d am n  n ea r  k illed  
so m e people .

I w as a  little  u n c e r ta in  as to  w h e th e r  o r n o t 1 w an ted  to  en g ag e  in

a g u e rilla  w a r  w ith  a bun ch  o f  w ell-a rm ed  c ran k  h ead s so  so o n  a fte r  
m o v in g  in , so I rem o v ed  the  nail b o ard s in fav o r o f  a less d es tru c tiv e  
strategy . I m ad e  a w all o f  bo u ld ers  a c ro ss  th e  tra ils , p u lled  up the  
flag g in g  th a t m ark ed  so m e new  tra ils  th ey  had  m ade, and  pu t up som e 
new  b arb ed  w ire  fen c in g  and  sig n a g e  w h ere  o ld  on es had  b een  cu t 
d ow n . W ord had  sp read  lo ca lly  th a t M ered ith  and  G ab e  w ere  m o v in g  
o u t an d  m a n y  loca ls  w ere  h o p in g  to  g e t acce ss to  h u n t o n  th e  p ro p erty  
(w h ich  w as teem in g  w ith  w ild life  b ecau se  th e  an im a ls  had  rea lized  
they  w ere  m ore o r  less sa fe  there). People w ere  trespassing  “je s t  lo o k in ’ 
a t th e  d ee r”  (ev en  th o u g h  th ey  had  lo ad ed  rifles  s trap p ed  on th e ir  four 
w h ee le rs). P lus, r ig h t a f te r  w e m o v ed  in o th e r  w e ird  s tu f f  sta rted  
h ap p en in g . O n e  ev en in g  w e  g o t ho m e to  p u t the  c h ick en s  u p  an d  one 
had  b een  lo ck ed  (fro m  th e  o u tsid e)  in a  sm a ll c a rry in g  c ag e  stored, 
b eh in d  th e  barn . A n o th e r  tim e  T anya cam e  h o m e  to  find  a  tru ck  full 
o f  red n eck s  in o u r d riv ew ay  w h o  c la im ed  th ey  w ere  “ju s t  tu rn in ’ 
a ro u n d .” I w o u ld n 't  m in d  i f  p eo p le  w ere  ju s t  h ik in g  a ro u n d  and  tre a t­
ing the  land and  w ild life  w ith  resp ec t, b u t th ey  w e re  p o ach in g  deer, 
tu rkey , co y o tes , and  w h o  k n ow s w h a t e lse  as w ell as ru ttin g  o u t the  
tra ils  w ith  th e ir  tire s  an d  leav in g  tra sh  ev e ry w h ere . It g o t w o rse  w h en

so m e red n eck s  d ro v e  d o w n  o u r d riv ew ay  in th e  m id d le  o f  th e  n ig h t, 
cam e  a lm o st to  o u r h o u se  an d  w e n t o ff-ro a d  th ro u g h  R o n n ie ’s land 
an d  s la u g h te red  a flo ck  o f  w ild  tu rk e y  th a t he  h ad  b een  feed in g  fo r 
years . D esp ite  all th is , w e  se em  to  be  w in n in g  th e  w a r  ag a in s t the  
p o ach ers— a t leas t fo r  th e  m ean tim e .

I g n o r a n c e  M a k e s  Y o u  a  V i c t i m  -  A  C a s e  S t u d y

L e a r n i n g  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  m a c h i n e s  t h a t  w e  u s e  d a y  t o  d a y  
can  be  a  v a lu ab le  D IY  stra teg y  to  d ec reas in g  d e p en d en c e  an d  in c reas­
in g  freed o m . B y  th is  I m ean  k n o w in g  ho w  th ey  w o rk  an d  h o w  to 
re p a ir  a n d  m a in ta in  th e m . T h e  le g e n d a ry  p u n k  b a n d , T h e  D ead  
K en n ed y s , hav e  a  so n g  ca lled  “ T ru st Y our M e c h a n ic .” It g o es , “ T rust 
y o u r  m ech an ic  to  m en d  y o u r  car, b r in g  it in to  h is g a r a g e ... he  tig h t­
ens an d  lo o sen s a  few  sp a re  p a rts , o n e  th in g ’s fix ed — an o th e r  falls 
a p a r t . . .  and  th e  rich  ea t y o u .”  T h a t sc en ario  (an d  an a ly s is)  is p ro b ­
ab ly  m o re  tru e -to -life  than  m o st p eo p le  w o u ld  like to b e liev e . I saw  
an  ex p o se  o n ce  on  6 0  M inutes, o r  so m e  s im ila r  T V  show , w h ere  som e 
p eo p le  to o k  a  car, d e lib e ra te ly  c rea ted  so m e  sim p le  p ro b lem  w ith  it, 
an d  th en  to o k  it to  a b u n ch  o f  m e ch an ics  in N e w  Y ork C ity  to  see  w hat 
w o u ld  h ap p en . T h ey  h ad  it rep a ire d  an d  th en  h ad  th e ir  o w n  m ech an ic  
ex p la in  w h a t w as  don e . A lm o st a ll th e  m e ch an ics  r ip p ed  th e  p eo p le  
o f f  b ey o n d  belief. I t’s a  c la ss ic  an d  w e ll-k n o w n  sc en a rio  in w hich  
o p p o rtu n is tic  leech es are  ab le  to  su ck  m o n ey  o u t o f  o u r p o c k e ts  b e ­
cau se  w e hav e  no  idea  ab o u t h o w  o u r  ca rs  (o r  h o m es o r  ap p lia n c e s  o r 
b o d ies) w ork . In o u r fast-p aced  h u stle  an d  b u stle  society , p eo p le  d o n ’t 
feel like  th ey  h av e  tim e  to  learn  ab o u t h o w  to  do  s im p le  rep a irs  o r 
m a in te n a n c e  th em se lv e s . T h e re  is  th is  fe e lin g  th a t th e  tim e  th a t th ey  
w o u ld  h av e  to  in v es t in to  d o in g  it th em se lv e s  is “ w orth  m o re ” th an  
the co s t o f  rep a irs , o r  th e re  is the  m isco n c ep tio n  th a t th e  av e rag e  p er­
son  c a n ’t c o m p reh en d  th e  “ co m p lex  m e c h a n ic s”  o f  a  c a r  en g in e  o r 
d ish w a sh e r  o r  w hatever. T h e  re su lt is th a t w e  o ften  end  up  g e ttin g  
sc rew ed .

A  fin e  ( i f  n o t so m e w h a t e m b a rra ss in g )  e x a m p le  w o u ld  b e  the

p ro b le m s I h ad  w ith  m y  M T D  L aw n  T ra c to r  las t sp r in g  an d  th e  
b u llsh it  1 (u n n e c e s sa r ily )  p u t u p  w ith  in o rd e r  to  g e t  it f ix ed . T h e  
sp rin g  ra in s w e re  in fu ll e f fe c t an d  th e  g ra ss  in th e  f ie ld s  w as g ro w ­
ing lik e  m ad  w h en  I to o k  a b reak  fro m  m o w in g  a n d  th e  d a m n  th in g  
w o u ld n ’t  s ta r t  u p  a g a in . B a c k  th e n , I d id n ’t k n o w  m u ch  a b o u t e n ­
g in e s  o r  s ta r te r  m o to rs  an d  I d id n ’t  e v e n  k n o w  h o w  to  b e g in  to  so lv e  
th e  p ro b le m  (th e  c la s s ic  “h e lp le s s -v ic tim -o f- th e -m e c h a n ic ” ). S o  I 
to o k  it to  th e  sh o p  d e sp ite  C h ip ’s su g g e s tio n  th a t it w o u ld  fix  i ts e lf  
i f  w e ’d  ju s t  p u t it up  on  b lo c k s  in th e  y a rd  an d  d rin k  a c a se  o f  P abst. 
I to ld  th e  m e c h a n ic s  th a t  it w o u ld n ’t s ta rt, p a id  th e  $ 4 0  d e p o s it, and 
left it w ith  them . T h is  w as n e a r  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  Ju n e . T h ey  to ld  
m e it w o u ld  b e  a t le a s t th re e  w e e k s  b e fo re  th e y  c o u ld  e v e n  lo o k  a t it 
an d  I m a d e  th e  m is ta k e  o f  le a v in g  it w ith  th e m  (e v e n  th o u g h  I 
c o u ld ’v e  g o tte n  a  b o o k  an d  f ig u red  o u t how  to  te a r  th e  w h o le  d am n  
th in g  d o w n  an d  re b u ild  it in  th a t  tim e). A n y w ay , to  m a k e  a lo n g  
s to ry  sh o rt, I g o t it b a c k  at th e  en d  o f  Ju ly  an d  th e  g ra ss  w as  so  h igh  
th a t it h ad  to  b e  m o w ed  w ith  a  fu ll-s iz e  tra c to r  a n d  a  b u sh  hog . F u r­
th e rm o re , th e  re p a irs  c o s t ab o u t $ 4 0 0 , w h ich  w as  m o re  th an  I paid  
fo r th e  th in g  (u se d )  an d  a c o n s id e ra b le  sum  for m e. I d id n ’t q u es-



tio n  th e  $ 2 0 0  la b o r c h a rg e  o r  th e  lo n g  lis t o f  p a rts  th a t w ere  re p la c e d  
(m a in ly  b e c a u se  I d id n ’t u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t th ey  w e re  o r  ho w  th ey  

w o rk e d ).
A nyw ay , I g o t it back  and  used  it to  m o w  o n ce  b efo re  w e  had  the 

b ig  th ree -d a y  ca m p o u t &  re trea t a t th e  farm . T h en , d u rin g  th e  re trea t 
I w as usin g  it to  h au l f irew o o d  (I have  a  little  h o m em ad e  tra ile r  fo r  it) 
w hen  I tried  to  sta rt it, o n ly  to  d isc o v e r th e  sam e ex ac t p ro b lem  again . 
I w as su re  p issed . I p u sh e d  it a s id e  an d  it sa t life le ss  th ro u g h  the  
w in ter. T h en  o n e  w e t sp rin g  d ay  th is  y e a r  I d ec id ed  I w o u ld  fix  it 
b e fo re  the  g ra ss  g o t o u t o f  han d . I k n ew  fro m  a  recen t su ccessfu l 
a ttem p t a t f ix in g  m y  je e p  (w ith  a  little  help  from  T om ) th a t th e  s ta rte r 
w a s  sp in n in g  b u t th e  b en d ix  g e a r  w a sn ’t  en g ag in g  th e  f ly w h ee l. I 
to o k  th e  fly w h ee l c o v e r  o f f  an d  su re  en o u g h , th e  b e n d ix  g e a r  w as 
s tu c k  in  th e  d o w n  p o s it io n . A ll it n e e d e d  w a s  a  l i t t le  o il an d  
V R O O O O M ! It s ta rted  r ig h t up. T h is  to o k  less th an  tw o  m in u te s  fo r 
m e to  d iag n o se  an d  fix  and  w as ex a c tly  w h a t w as w ro n g  w ith  it last 
sp ring .

I ran  in an d  found  th e  in v o ice  fro m  th e  o ld  rep a irs . T h e re  w ere  
a ll so rts  o f  o th e r  th in g s  l is te d ...  rep lac in g  bo th  b lad es an d  (m o re  ex ­
p en s iv e ly )  th e  sp in d le  a ssem b lie s  th a t run  th em , rep lac in g  th e  fuel 
f ilte r  and  spa rk  p lu g s, c lean in g  the  fuel tan k , ad ju s tin g  th e  carb u re to r, 
“ f ix in g  th e  m o w in g  d e c k ,”  an d  m ore!

N ow , w h e n  I h ad  th ese  e x p en s iv e  rep a irs  don e , th ey  h an d ed  m e 
a  b o x  o f  o ld  parts  th a t th ey  h ad  a lle g e d ly  rem o v ed  an d  rep laced . I 
stu ck  them  in  th e  b am  th in k in g  I co u ld  re -u se  th em  in a  p in ch . W ell, 
it ju s t  so  h ap p en s  th a t as I w as m o w in g  path s in the  back  fo rty  the 
nex t w eek  I to re  up one o f  th e  b lades on a b ig  rock . In the  p ro c e ss  the 
sp in d le  a ssem b ly  w as m an g led  b ey o n d  re p a ir  an d  h ad  to  be  rep laced  
a s  w ell. I p ro p p ed  th e  w h o le  m a c h in e  u p  on its  b a c k  w h e e ls  and  
a ssessed  th e  situ a tio n . L o  and  b eh o ld , bo th  sp in d le  a s se m b lie s  w ere  
o ld , rusty, an d  c rack ed  - o n e  b ro k en  entirely . T h e re  w as  w a y  m o re  
w e a r  an d  te a r  on  th ese  th an  there  w o u ld  be  h ad  th e  m ech an ic  p u t new  
o n es  o n  a s  h e  sa id  h e  d id , e sp e c ia lly  co n s id e rin g  th e  re la tiv e ly  sm all 
am o u n t o f  m o w in g  I d id  w ith  it s in c e  he  (a lleg ed ly )  w o rk ed  o n  it. I 
ran  o u t to  th e  barn  an d  g rab b ed  th e  b o x  o f  p a rts  he  g av e  m e an d  c o m ­
pared  th em  to th e  o n es on  th e  m ow er. T h e  sp in d le  a ssem b lie s  w ere  
co m p a tib le , a s  w ere  the  b lad es (w h ich  looked  fine  b y  th e  w ay, ju s t  a 
b it d u ll), b u t th e re  w e re  so m e o th e r  p a rts  w h ich  h ad  no  c o rre sp o n d in g  
o n es  on m y  m ach in e  any w h ere! F u rth e rm o re , I fo u n d  so m e  o th er 
parts still on  th e  m o w e r (b rak e s) tha t w ere  to ta lly  w o rn  o u t and  had 
been  fo r so m e  t im e .. .  an d  the  “ fix in g  th e  m o w in g  d e c k ” se em s to 
hav e  co n s is ted  o f  p u ttin g  a flim sy  p iece  o f  w ire  w h ere  a s tu rd y  steel 
co tte r  p in  belon g ed ! I w as  m ad  as he ll an d  v o w ed  to  b u y  re p la c e m e n t 
parts  a t an o th e r  sh o p  no  m a tte r  h o w  fa r I had  to  d rive. I fo u n d  an o th e r  
sh o p  and  rep laced  all th e  d am ag ed  parts  fo r ab o u t $80  an d  tw o  hours 
o f  m y  tim e.

S o  th a t lo n g -w in d ed  b u sin e ss  is to  illu stra te  th a t I w as  sc rew e d  
o u t o f  a lot o f  m o n ey  b e cau se  I d id n ’t kn o w  an y th in g  ab o u t a  p iece  o f  
m ach in e ry  th a t I o w n ed  an d  opera ted . I d o n ’t k n o w  fo r su re  i f  an y  o f  
th o se  o ld  p a rts  cam e  o f f  m y  m ach in e  o r  n o t, b u t the  ev id e n c e  is n o t in 
th e  m e c h a n ic ’s favor. I th in k  th ey  w ere  ju s t  o ld  p a rts  th e y  h ad  ly ing  
a ro u n d  and  w ere  try in g  to  seem  co n v in c in g . T h e y  p ro b a b ly  saw  w h a t 
w as rea lly  w ro n g  an d  im m ed ia te ly  k n ew  th a t I w a s  ig n o ra n t a s  to  
w h a t w as up, saw  a  ch a n c e  to  m ak e  so m e q u ick  cash , an d  to o k  m e for 
a  ride.

Ju s t as a  s id e  n o te , th e  p rac tica l e x p e rien ce  I g o t in  m ach in e ry  
re p a ir  s in c e  I to o k  th a t m o w e r in has a llo w ed  m e to  p u ll o f f  a n u m b er 
o f  D IY  repairs : th e  m o w e r (m en tio n e d  ab o v e ), m y  je e p  (tw ice ), a 
b o rro w ed  D itch  W itch /b u lld o zer, th e  L aw n T ractor, and  a w eed  eater. 
I learned  as I w en t on  all o f  th ese  an d  in ev ery  c ase  I fe lt to ta lly  e m ­
p o w e re d  and  h ap p y  w h en  I co m p le te d  th e  rep a irs  w ith o u t p ay in g  
th ro u g h  th e  n o se  o r  ca llin g  a  p ro fessio n a l. T h e re  a re  a  n u m b e r  o f  
g rea t D IY  rep a ir b o o k s a t yo u r pub lic  lib ra ry  so  check  th em  out. W hen

I hav e  a  ra in y  d ay  an d  so m e  sp a re  tim e , I hav e  an  o ld  b u ste d  pu sh  
m o w e r  an d  a  d ism an tled  d ish w a sh e r  I w a n t to  tin k e r  w ith , an d  I ’m  
ex c ited  ab o u t m ee tin g  the  ch a llen g e  w ith  m y  g ro w in g  skills .

T h e  L a s t  S i x  M o n t h s :  G e t t i n g  i t  T o g e t h e r

S o  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  w a s  e x c i t i n g  a n d  I  l e a r n e d  a  l o t ,  b u t  i t  
w as a lso  a  b it o f  d isa p p o in tm en t. I te n d  to  h a v e  lo fty  p la n s  an d  am  
n o to rio u s  fo r tak in g  on m o re  th an  I can  h a n d le  ( ju s t ask  Je n  and  Ja son  
ho w  la te  th is  a r tic le  w as). M o st o f  th e  sh o rtfa lls  se em ed  to  co m e  
fro m  n o t h av in g  en o u g h  tim e  to  g e t e v e ry th in g  don e . I w a s  still in 
schoo l an d  w a s  w o rk in g  a  lo t p lu s co -ru n n in g  T ree  o f  K n o w led g e  
(th o u g h  m y  pal M a ry  d id  m o st o f  it). 1 w as  sp read  to o  th in . O v e r the 
last six  m o n th s, th o u g h , I ’ve  in ten tio n a lly  m ad e  m y  sc h ed u le  m o re  
flex ib le  an d  th in g s  h av e  been  m u ch  b e tte r  in te rm s o f  re a liz in g  m y 
D IY  p lans . I g o t a  g o o d  p a rt-tim e  jo b  a t a  n e a rb y  S ta te  P a rk , go  to  
to w n  a  co u p le  o f  tim e s  a  w eek  to  a tten d  a  co u p le  o f  c lasses an d  hav e  
a co u p le  d ay s  a w e e k  to  w o rk  a ro u n d  here . T h e  g a rd en in g  is rea lly  
ta k in g  o f f  now . I to ta lly  reb u ilt h a lf  o f  th e  b ig  ch ick en  co o p  (w ith  all 
scav en g ed  m ate ria ls!)  an d  it se em s to  b e  v arm in t-p ro o f. I g o t so m e 
n ew  b ird s (a ll o f  w h ich  are  still su rv iv in g  m o n th s  la te r), b u ilt a  new  
ro o f  fo r th e  p u m p  house , s ta rted  p a in tin g  th e  m ain  house , b u ilt a  (h o p e­
fu lly )  e s c a p e -p ro o f  p en  fo r  B o b b y  (D in n e r  w as  lo s t to  th e  h ig h w a y  -  
R .I.P .) w ith  p len ty  o f  ro o m  fo r  h im  to  ru n  a ro u n d , an d  d id  a he ll o f  a 
lo t o f  yard  w o rk  an d  m in o r rep a irs . W e ev en  h a d  a  trem en d o u s b o n ­
fire  on  N ew  Y e a r’s D ay  to  b rin g  p ro sp e rity  to  th e  land  and  its h u m an  
d w e lle rs  d u rin g  th e  year. I t’s been  v e ry  sa tis fy in g  la te ly  ev en  th o u g h  
T anya recen tly  m o v ed  o u t an d  I ’ve  h a d  no  lu ck  fin d in g  a  su itab le  
ro o m m a te  to  rep lace  h e r  yet. I ’m  m o re  e x c ite d  an d  in sp ired  than  ev e r 
now . M y  pal Jo h n  G erk en  w as ju s t  here . H e, M ary , an d  I a re  w o rk in g  
on  a  D IY  h o w -to  b o o k  c a lled  T h e  D IY  G u id e , an d  w e  w o rk ed  on  that 
a  lot. I ’m  am azed  a t w h a t p eo p le  are  c a p a b le  o f . . .  an d  sa d d en ed  by 
w h a t w e se ttle  for.

I ho p e  th is  w a s n ’t  to o  long  an d  th a t  y o u  fo u n d  it in te restin g . I ’m  
w o rk in g  on a  fu ll- len g th  z in e  ab o u t m y  e x p e rien ces  an d  id eas as th ey  
re la te  to  D IY  an d  liv in g  in th e  country . I h ad  to  fo rce  m y se lf  to  stop  
th is  a r tic le  b ecau se  I still h av e  a  lo t o f  g re a t s to ries  to  relay. T h e re ’s 
lo ts to  te ll ab o u t A le x a n d e r  H a rb o u r’s g rav e , o f  P ig  N a p p  an d  his 
m o n ey  b o x , D a ffa n d ill’s cab in , M rs. K in g  an d  th e  w o m an  w ith  the  
P hD , the  m o u n ta in  lion  p ro je c t . .. th e re  is  so  m u c h  co lo rfu l h is to ry —  
n o t ju s t  here , b u t anyw h ere! It w o n ’t be  o n  TV, so  w e  h av e  to  te ll it to 
each  o ther. T h e re ’s so m u ch  to  learn .

T h is  D IY  s tu f f is  im p o rtan t. C o lleg e  is fin e  and  can  be  g rea t, but 
p rac tica l sk ills  such  as g a rd en in g , ca rp en try , p lu m b in g , m ech an ica l 
ab ility , co o k in g , an d  so  on  a re  p ro v in g  m o re  u se fu l in  m an y  resp ec ts . 
I su p p o se  i f  I p u t m y  m in d  to  it I co u ld  u se  m y  b ra in  to  sc rew  p eo p le  
o v e r  an d  m ak e  a  to n  o f  m oney . I co u ld  h ire  p e o p le  to  m ak e  a ll m y 
d ream s a  reality , b u t I w o u ld  m u ch  ra th e r  live m o re  h u m b ly  and  do  at 
leas t so m e o f  th e  th in g s m yse lf. S ocia l sy s tem s d o n ’t las t fo rev e r and  
p rac tica l k n o w led g e  is lik e ly  to  p ro v e  in fin ite ly  v a lu ab le  in o u r life­
tim es.

T om  te lls  m e  s to ries  o f  life  in M a d iso n  C oun ty , so m e  o f  w h ich  
I ’v e  re lay ed  here , an d  th e  d iffe ren ces  b e tw een  h im  and  th e  loca ls  in 
M ad iso n  C o u n ty  s tr ik e  m e as b e in g  ex trem e. In m an y  w ay s, th o u g h , 
th ey  a re n ’t. I t ’s th e  sam e o u t here. S o m etim es I fee l like I ’m  from  a 
d iffe ren t p la n e t th an  so m e  o f  th e  o ld  lo ca ls  o u t h e re , b u t I feel like I 
hav e  a lot m o re  in co m m o n  w ith  th em  th an  w ith  th e  h o rd es o f  y u p p ies  
th a t are  c lea rin g  5 -acre  lo ts an d  b u ild in g  60 0 0  sq u a re  fo o t h o m es w ith  
th ree -S U V  g arag es , ev en  i f  it is ju s t  th e  co m m o n  th read  o f  the  do -it-  
y o u rse lf  eth ic .

O h , an d  fo r the  reco rd , B obby  is a m ig h ty  goo d  d o g  and  can , in 
fac t, w h u p  a  coon .



B y J e n e l l  J o h n s o n .

I l l u s t r a t i o n  b y  T h e o d o re  H e n e s s e y .

D o  Y o u  G e t  I t ?

T h i s  a r t i c l e  h a s  p r o v e n  t o  b e  m u c h  h a r d e r  t o  w r i t e  t h a n  
I h ad  o r ig in a lly  an tic ip a ted . A fte r  m u d d lin g  th ro u g h  a firs t d ra ft, I 
p re se n te d  it to  m y  b es t frien d , w h o  h as a lw ay s  p la y e d  th e  p a r t o f  
b ru ta lly  h o n es t so u n d in g  b oard . “ I d o n 't  know , Je n e ll,” she  sa id , 
p e ek in g  up  o v e r  th e  p ag es , “ i f  I read  th is . I d o n 't  
th in k  th a t I w o u ld  like  y o u .”

Y eow ch. N o t w h a t I w an ted  a t all. A n d  so I s ta rted  
ag a in , read y  to  face  qu es tio n s  th a t hav e  been  n a g ­
g in g  fo r  y ea rs , try in g  to  m a tch  an sw ers  th a t d id n ’t 
p o in t fin g e rs , y e t d id n ’t  sh irk  from  respo n sib ility .

I p lan n ed  to  w rite  ab o u t fem in ism , o f  w h a t it has 
m ean t in  m y  life , o f  h o w  it h as  d isa p p o in te d  m e 
(and  h o w  m y o n e  b ig  F re u d ian  slip  o f  a m in d  ju s t  
had  to  sc ra tc h  o u t “ d isc ip lin ed ” ), an d  w h y  I b e ­
liev e  it h as g o n e  so  w ro n g . I w ro te  ab o u t rape 
w h is tle s  an d  sa fe  sp aces, o f  A n d rea  D w o rk in  and  
L a riy  F lin t (an d  ho w  I ha te  them  a lm o st eq u a lly —  
a lm o st eq u a lly — at leas t L arry  F lin t can  a p p re c i­
a te  c h eap  iro n y  an d  a g o o d  m assag e). I w ro te  o f  
m y  frien d  Tara, a q u e e r  ex o tic  d a n c e r w h o , in a d ­
d itio n  to  h o ld in g  th e  b e lo v ed  title  o f  “ m o st f lam ­
ing  red  M a rx is t I ’v e  e v e r  m e t,”  a lso  id en tifie s  as a  fem in ist. P ara ­
do x ?  I d o n ’t th in k  so. I am , how ever, a sad  m inority , an d  thus w ro te  
o f  th e  w e ll- in te n tio n e d  d ise m p o w erm en t co m in g  fro m  w ith in  “o u r” 
o w n  ranks. I w rite  “ o u r” and  I w rite  as a  fem in is t, and  I a lso  on ly  
sp e ak  fo r m yse lf.

A nd  su d d e n ly  th e  b eau tifu lly  (an d  p a in s ta k in g ly  tra in ed ) co h eren t 
essay  I 'd  p lan n ed  h ad  d isso lv ed  in to  an  ev o ca tio n . A n d  in stead  o f  
p lo ttin g  and  p lan n in g  and  th eo riz in g  it all d o w n  to  th e  last so c ia lly - 
co n s tru c ted  m o lecu le , I n o w  sp e ak  from  the gut.

L e t’s in v en t so m e th in g  new . S o m eth in g  p as t fem in ism . S o m eth in g  
th a t pffcks up  w h ere  fem in ism  lo st its co u rse— w h ere  it stum bled  
o f f  th e  tra il an d  n o w  s its  d itch -d irty , sp in n in g  its w h ee ls  an d  w h im ­
p e rin g  a lo n g  to  Tori A m os. L e t 's  re scu e  fem in ism , b ecau se  I still 
b e liev e  in it.

I ca ll fem in ism  b y  a n o th e r  n am e— a  w o rd  th a t I h a v e n ’t  th o u g h t up 
yet, so m e th in g  th a t p u n ch es  m y g u t an d  tick le s  m y  th ro a t. W h y  a 
new  w o rd ?  B ecau se  “ fem in is t”  d o e s n 't  seem  to  ap p ly  an y m o re . I 
n o  lo n g e r se e  th e  w o rld  a s  a  k a le id o sco p e  o f  p en ises  an d  vag inas. 
T here  are  p o w er stru c tu res m o re  co m p lex  than  patria rch a l co n s tru c­

tio n s, even  m ore co m p lica ted  th an  th a t o m n ip re sen t tr in ity  o f  the  
lefty  acad e m e , racec lassg en d er. M aybe “g e n d e r is t”  m ig h t be  m ore 
ap p ro p ria te , but I d o n ’t ev en  th in k  a label is necessary . W h at do es 
it tru ly  m ean  i f  I sa y  th a t F m  a  fem in is t?  M aybe that I b e liev e  in the  
e q u a lity  o f  th e  se x es?  A h h — b u t w h y  the  “ fern” ? T ru th fu lly , w h en  I 
th in k  o f  w h a t it m ean s  fo r m e to  be  a  fem in is t, I ju s t  th in k  th a t I ge t 
it. O r  a t leas t I try. I g e t th a t th e re  a re  a  lot o f  fu ck ed  up th ings 
floa ting  a ro u n d  in th e  w o rld , and  so m e o f  it h ap p en s to  be  a  resu lt 
o f  g e n d e r inequ ity . “O o h , Jenell, w h a t a rebel you  are! S h y in g  aw ay  
from  labels?  T h a t w as so o o  last y e a r!”

A lrig h t. So I w ill say  it a n o th e r  w ay. I do  n o t “ id en tify ”  w ith  G lo ria  
S te in em , o r  w ith  th e  g irl s ittin g  in fro n t o f  m e  in m y E n g lish  c lass , 
fo r  th a t m atter, b ecau se  w e bo th  have  es tro g en  flo w in g  th ro u g h  o u r 

veins. I do  no t cou n t as “ sis ters”  th o se  w o m en  w ho 
a re  se ttin g  th em se lv e s  on  f ire  in  fro n t o f  th e  p o m  
sh o p  d o w n to w n . I do  n o t h av e  “b ro th e rs”  w h o  rec­
o g n ize  th e ir  “p o te n tia l”  as rap ists  an d  w h o  have 
g o tte n  in touch  w ith  th e ir  “ fem in in e”  s id e— w eird  
m u ta ted  fo rm s o f  R o b e rt B ly  w h o  w ish e d  th ey  had  
b reasts .

I w ill n o t— fo r  G o d ’s sak e!— ally  m y s e lf  w ith  the  
R e p u b lica n  P arty  b y  v ir tu e  o f  E liza b e th  D o le ’s 
cunt! I hav e  no “b ro th e rs” o r “ s is te rs”— I hav e , o r 
ra th e r  I w an t to  h av e  PA R T N E R S. P a rtn e rs  w h o  
sp a n  race , c la ss , g en d er, sex u a lity , re lig io n , lack  
o f  re lig ion , shoe  size, w hatever. P artners w h o , w ell, 
w h o  g e t it. Y ou can  g o  ahead  an d  stick  y o u r  ow n  
d e fin itio n s  on  w h a t “ g e t it”  w ill m ean . B u t I ’ve 
g o t a  fe e lin g  th a t th ey  w o u ld  all b e  p re tty  sim ilar. 
A  little  a m b ig u ity  can  g o  a  lo n g  w ay  to  e ra d ic a t­
ing th e  n o tio n  th a t the  en tire  w o rld  can  be  b roken  

d o w n  in to  b lack  and  w h ite  (o r  p en is  and  vag ina).

F em in is t ideo lo g y , in m y o p in io n , h as b eco m e  as d o g m atic  as an y  
re lig io n  o r  c o m m u n is t reg im e  w ith  a  b ig  “ C ” (re m e m b e r  k id d ies, 
sm all “c ”  g o o d , b ig  “ C ” bad). D o g m a by  its very  n a tu re  d isa llo w s 
d isse n t in o rd e r  to  unify. M ore  sp ec ifica lly , th is  is w h y  w e  h av e  all 
th o se  lo v e ly  p re /su ffix es like an a rch o -, so c ia lis t-, m ilita n t-, th ird  
w av e-, e tc. th a t b eg  to  be  a ttach ed , an d  is a lso  w h y  m y a fo re m e n ­
tio n ed  frien d  T ara w as sh o u te d  d o w n  in ev e ry  W o m en ’s S tud ies 
c la ss  w e  had  together. T h e  p ro b lem  is, w h en  w e  try  to  affix  the 
g en e ric  label o f  “ fem in is t”  to  all these  d iffe ren t id eo lo g ie s, the  evil 
C a th e rin e  M acK in n o n s o f  the  w o rld  co m e m arch in g  to  specify  w hat 
a  “ tru e”  fe m in is t o u g h t to be, and  Voila! th e  ran k s a re  split!

So w h a t d o  I w an t?  I w a n t a  sa fe  am bigu ity . I w a n t to  be  ab le  to 
hav e  an  op en  d ia lo g u e  ab o u t how  a  w o m a n ’s n ak ed  b o d y  w rap p ed  
a ro u n d  a  p o le  co u ld  be  an in stru m en t o f  h e r  p o w er w ith o u t au to ­
m a tica lly  lo sin g  m y  title  as “ fe m in is t.”  S am e g o es  w ith  an y  k in d  o f  
d issen t from  w ith in  th e  ran k s. A s m u ch  as I d o  a c tu a lly  b e liev e  in 
b in aries , th e  w o rld  is n o t d iv id ed  in to  the  fem in is ts  an d  th e  an ti­
fem in is ts . I used  to  re fe r  to  m y se lf  as an  a fem in is t, th a t is, so m e ­
o n e  w ith o u t fem in ism . B ut to  do  th a t w ou ld  be to  d en y  th e  very



real fig h ts  th a t w o m en  an d  m en  b e fo re  m e  hav e  fo u g h t to  en su re  m y 
freedom  to  do  a lm o st w h a te v e r  th e  h eck  I w ant. “ A lm o st,”  as in  re c ­
o g n iz in g  that th e re  a re  still b a ttle s  to  fig h t, b u t a lso  th a t I am  w illin g  
to  f ig h t them ! I re fu se  to  u se  th e  rea lity  o f  sex ism  as an  ex cu se  fo r 
in ac tio n  o r  apathy.

So w h ad d y a  say, p a rtn e r?  W anna f ig h t w ith  m e?

A M a n i f e s to  B y J e - f r e e

m y  n a t u r e  i s  m y  o w n

W e  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  i n  s e a r c h  o f  a n s w e r s  a n d  r e a s o n .

T h is  is  a  s e r ie s  o f  th o u g h ts  a n d  q u e s t io n s  I h a v e  p u t to g e th e r . 
T h is  is  b a s e d  o n  m y  e x p e r ie n c e s  a n d  m y  in te rp re ta t io n s  o f  
w h a t it m e a n s  to  b e  a liv e .

H u m a n s  e x p re s s  th o u g h ts  a n d  e m o tio n s  th ro u g h  w o rd s  
th a t  h a v e  b e e n  c r e a te d  f ro m  a n  a lp h a b e t ,  an d  w h ic h  a re  u se d  
to  c o m m u n ic a te  w ith  o n e  a n o th e r . W o rd s  a re  e x tr a c te d  f ro m  
o u r  v o c a b u la ry  a n d  u se d  to  e x p la in  o u r  f e e l in g s  a n d  id e a s . 
T h e s e  th o u g h ts  a re  b e in g  g e n e ra te d  b y  im p u ls e s . W h a t  c r e ­
a te s  th e s e  im p u lse s ?  T h e se  id e a s  a re  fo rm s  o f  e n e rg y  c r e a te d  
by  u n k n o w n  f re q u e n c ie s  o r  v ib ra t io n s . W e try  to  e x p la in  o u r ­
s e lv e s  w ith  s y m b o ls ,  w ith  w o rd s , w h ic h  r e p re s e n t  th o u g h ts  
b e in g  p ro c e s s e d  th ro u g h  o u r  m in d s . T h e re fo re , a ll th a t  is  u n ­
d e r s to o d  o f  liv in g  is e n e rg y . A ll th a t  e x is ts  is in d e f in a b le . T h e  

o r ig in  o f  a ll l ife  r e m a in s  u n k n o w n . O n e ’s life  a p p l ie s  to  o n e 's  
re a lity .

T h ro u g h o u t  m y  life , I ’v e  q u e s tio n e d  th e  r e a l i ty  o f  a n y  
liv in g  g o d  o r  ru l in g  p o w e r . I f  o n e  m u s t  d e f in e  th e  u n k n o w n , 
th is  is  m y  v e r s io n . . . I f  th e r e  is  a g o d , le t  th a t  g o d  b e  th e  fo rc e  

o f  life : th e  o n e  u n d e n ia b le  p o w e r  o f  a ll  e x is t in g  e n e rg y . W e 
a re  th e  u n k n o w n , a n d  y e t th e  a n s w e r  to  o u r  v a s t  c o n fu s io n  
a n d  c o m p le x i ty  l ie s  in th e  s im p lic i ty  o f  it a ll: W E  A R E  W H A T  

W E  A R E ...  th e  in d e f in a b le  p ro d u c t  o f  e x is te n c e . W h a t w e  as 
l iv in g  b e in g s  th in k  a n d  th e n  c re a te  is  n a tu ra l .  O u r  th o u g h ts ,  
a c t io n s  a n d  r e a c t io n s ,  n a tu ra l?  N a tu ra l  d o e s  n o t m e a n  a n y ­
th in g  o th e r  th a n  w h a t e x is ts .  N a tu ra l  is  l ife  a n d  life  is  a b s o ­
lu te .

M y  n a tu re  is  m y  o w n . M y  a c tio n s  a re  p ro d u c ts  o f  in s tin c t. 
F o r  o n e  to  la b e l m e  a s  b e in g  “ w ro n g ” w o u ld  o n ly  b e  ju d g in g  
f ro m  th e i r  o w n  p r in c ip le s .

O n e  m ay  liv e  b y  th e ir  c o n s c ie n c e , b u t re m a in  p a c if ie d  in 
f e a r  o f  p e r s e c u tio n . L a w s  a n d  re g u la t io n s  a re  s u b je c t  to  in d i­
v id u a l s ’ o p in io n s  an d  s ta n d a rd s  o f  l iv in g . T o  e n fo rc e  o n e  l is t  
o f  ru le s  o n  life  is  a  v io la t io n  o f  a ll th a t  is t ru ly  f re e . I f  I w e re  
to  fo rc e  m y  id e a s  o f  w h a t 's  r ig h t  a n d  w h a t ’s w ro n g , I w o u ld  
b e  ru l in g  a n o th e r ’s life . E x p lo i t in g  o n e ’s r ig h t  to  liv e  a s  a  f re e  
b e in g  is  o p p re s s io n . O n e  c a n n o t  o w n  a n o th e r  n o r  h a v e  th e  
p o w e r  to  g o v e rn  a n o th e r ’s life . Y e t th e s e  a re  th e  ru le s  w e  liv e  

by. O u r  la w s  a re  ju s t  in te rp re ta t io n s  o f  id e a s . T h e se  la w s  a c t 
a s  a  m e d iu m  fo r  c o n v e y in g  o r  t r a n s m it t in g  a u th o r i ty . W e fa i l  

to  r e c o g n iz e  th a t  la w s  o f  c o n tro l  o n ly  a p p ly  to  th e  in d iv id u a l ’s 
re a lity . W e a ll d e f in e  o u r  r e a l i t ie s  b y  o u r  o w n  e x p e r ie n c e s  a n d  

in d iv id u a l  k n o w le d g e — r e n d e r in g  a ll  la w s  to  an  a c t  o f  in f r in g ­
in g  o n  o n e ’s p e r s o n a l  f re e d o m . F re e d o m  is  n o t  an  o p t io n  u n ­

d e r  th e  h a n d s  o f  a  c e n tra l  ru l in g  p a r ty , su c h  a s  a  g o v e rn ­
m e n t. A u th o r i ta r ia n  re g im e s  a s s e r t  th a t  la w s  c a te r  to  p ro ­
te c t  c i t iz e n s  f ro m  e a c h  o th e r  a n d  f ro m  th e m s e lv e s .

T h is  m a y  b e  se e n  a s  a  lo g ic a l o rg a n iz a tio n , b u t to  sa y  
th a t  o n e  m u s t liv e  b y  a n o th e r ’s s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g  is an  ac t 
o f  ty ra n y . T h e n  to  im a g in e  o n e  w o u ld  be  im p riso n e d  a n d  

d e n ie d  th e ir  r ig h t  to  liv e  a s  a  h u m a n  o f  in d iv id u a l n a tu re  is 
re p re ss io n . T h a t  th e  ru lin g  b o d y  c re a te s  la w s  b y  th e  s ta n ­
d a rd s  o f  th e  m a jo r ity  c re a te s  an  a u to c ra tic  s tru c tu re  o f  liv ­
ing  —  n o t m u c h  d if fe re n t  th a n  th e  e v il  a u to c ra c ie s  w e  h a v e  
re a d  a b o u t in  o u r  h ig h  sc h o o l h is to ry  te x ts . O p in io n s  a n d  
id e a s  a re  th e n  fo rc e d  u p o n  th e  c i t iz e n s  o f  th a t  s ta te . G o v e rn ­
m e n t b e c o m e s  th e  u ltim a te  re s tr ic tio n  o f  life  —  d e sp ite  rh e to ­
r ic  th a t su g g e s ts  o th e rw ise . G o v e rn m e n t e x is ts  fo r  re a so n s  
an d  th o se  re a so n s  a re  to  e n fo rc e  o n e  s ta n d a rd  o f  liv in g , o n e  
id ea  o f  w h a t life  is , o n e  lis t  o f  r ig h ts ,  o n e  lis t o f  w ro n g s , a n d  
o n e  lis t o f  ru le s  to  d is t in g u is h  all o f  th e  a b o v e . T h e  fo rc e  o f  

life  c o n tin u e s  w ith in  th e s e  p o w e r  s tru c tu re s , b u t a re  w e  a c ­
tu a lly  f ree  to  e x p e r ie n c e  it?

L ife  d o e s  n o t o n ly  a p p ly  to  h u m a n  re a lity . L ife  is  all 
e n e rg y  th a t  e x is ts .  W e, a s  h u m a n s , h o ld  p o w e r  to  c o n t in u e  
th e  p ro c e s s  o f  l ife  b y  h a v in g  c h i ld r e n ,  g ro w in g  fo o d  a n d  
o th e r  v e g e ta t io n , a n d  c re a t in g  e n e rg y  a n d  th e  to o ls  th a t  ru n  
f ro m  th a t  e n e rg y , s u c h  a s  c o m p u te r s .  C o m p u te r s  h a v e  
e v o lv e d  f ro m  th e  h a n d s  o f  h u m a n s  a s  an  e x te n s io n  o f  o u r  
m in d s . T h e y , to o , a re  a  fo rm  o f  life . Is th is  e v o lu t io n ?  W e 
tu rn  o u r  l iv e s  o v e r  to  c o m p u te r s  w h e n  w e  d e p e n d  o n  th e m  

to  s to re  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  c a lc u la te  p ro b le m s  th a t  a re  u n ­
a b le  to  b e  c o n q u e re d  b y  th e  h u m a n  m in d . Y et th e y  h a v e  

b e e n  c r e a te d  b y  h u m a n s . A re  th e y  a  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  life ?  
an  e x te n s io n  th a t  w ill  o u t l iv e  th e  a n im a l ra c e ?  T h e  fo rc e  
o f  life  is in d e f in a b le , a n d  a ll e x te n s io n s  o f  life  a re  liv in g . 
E v e ry th in g  is b u i l t  o n  liv in g  m a tte r ,  a n d  a ll th a t  is l iv in g  is 
n a tu ra l .  A ll th a t  is  n a tu ra l  is  life .

A re  a ll m y  a c t io n s , a ll m y  f ig h ts  f o r  h u m a n  a n d  a n i ­
m al l ib e ra tio n  fu tile  in th e  u n c e r ta in  fu tu re  o f  o u r  e x is t ­
e n c e ?  Is  e v e ry th in g  I s tr iv e  fo r  a n  a r ro g a n t  a t te m p t  to  p r o ­
lo n g  h u m a n ity  a t th e  e x p e n s e  o f  o u r  su r ro u n d in g s ?  A m  1 
th e  o ld  m an  d e p e n d a n t  o n  m a c h in e s  to  b r e a th e , a l th o u g h  I 
d o n ’t w ish  to  c o n t in u e  m y  life  (b u t  a m  a f ra id  to  d ie )?  I 
d o n ’t  b e l ie v e  so . I am  h u m a n  a n d  w ill  c o n t in u e  m y  fig h t. 
N o t to  p ro lo n g  o u r  e x is te n c e , b u t  to  a c tu a l ly  e x p e r ie n c e  

w h a t it is  lik e  to  liv e  a s  a  f re e  p r o d u c t  o f  life .
T h e  q u e s tio n  o f  r ig h t v e rsu s  w ro n g  d o e s  n o t ap p ly . I t ’s 

u n d e n ia b le  th a t  th e  w o rld  is c o n tro lle d  by  g o v e rn m e n t —  
c re a tin g  a  w o rld  w h e re  it s e e m s  a s  i f  life  is an  a l l- lib e ra tin g  
fo rc e , an d  g o v e rn m e n t is an  a l l- re s t r ic t in g  fo rce . A lth o u g h  I 
r e c o g n iz e  th is  a s  n a tu ra l, I c a n n o t h e lp  b u t fee l a s  i f  th e  e x ­
is te n c e  o f  a  su p re m e  p o w e r  d e n ie s  u s  th e  a b il i ty  to  e x p e r i­
e n c e  life  a s  e a c h  o f  u s w o u ld  in d iv id u a lly  do .

B y  r e c o g n iz in g  th is ,  I la b e l m y s e l f  a n  A n a rc h is t .  B y  
A n a rc h is t ,  I b e lie v e  in t ru e  f re e d o m . B y  tru e  f re e d o m , I 
m e a n  th a t  n o  o n e  e n t i ty  h a s  a n y  p o w e r  o v e r  an  in d iv id u a l ’s 
e x is te n c e . A s an  in d iv id u a l ,  I m u s t  r e c o g n iz e  th a t  th e re  is 
n o  a u th o r i ty  b u t  m y  o w n . 1 sh a ll  n o t le t  m y  life  b e  ta k e n  
a w a y . A t th is  p o in t ,  I lo o k  a ro u n d  a n d  re a l iz e  th a t  it is  im ­
p o s s ib le  to  liv e  w ith  th is  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  f re e d o m . I f  I w e re  
to  s te p  o v e r  c e r ta in  lin e s , I w o u ld  b e  in c a rc e ra te d  fo r  m y  
a c tio n s . T h e re fo re ,  m y  life  is  n o t  m y  o w n . It is  a c o n s ta n t  

s e r ie s  o f  c o m p ro m is e s . W h a t’s th e  p o in t  in  l iv in g  w h e n  w e  
c a n n o t  liv e  o n  o u r  o w n  te rm s?  W e a re  n o t l iv in g  fo r  o u r-



s e lv e s , b u t m e re ly  s u rv iv in g  to  e x p e r ie n c e  th o s e  m o m e n ts  
o f  p le a s u re ,  th o s e  p la c e s  w h e re  w e  a c tu a l ly  fee l w h a t it is 
l ik e  to  be  f re e . T h e s e  ra re  p la c e s  a re  fo u n d  in  f r ie n d s  —  
w ith  th o se  sh a re d  m o m e n ts  w h e n  y o u  lo o k  in to  th e  e y e s  o f  
a n o th e r  a n d  fee l a s  i f  th e re  is n o th in g  m o re  rea l th a n  th o se  
fe e l in g s . T o b e  h e ld  in  th e  a rm s  o f  a  lo v e d  o n e , o r  to  s it  u p o n  

th e  la n d  a n d  se e  n o th in g  fo r  m ile s  a n d  c lo s e  y o u r  e y e s  a n d  
im a g in e  a w o r ld  o f  y o u r  o w n  a s  th e  su n  c a s ts  a c ro s s  y o u r  

fa c e . W e w a lk  b e n e a th  th e  su r f a c e  in  s e a rc h  o f  th e s e  m o ­
m e n ts  w h e re  n o th in g  is c o m p ro m is e d . I a m  h a p p y . I f in d  
e n jo y m e n t  in th e  p a th s  I c h o o s e  to  w a lk  d o w n . I ca n  sm ile , 
la u g h , p la y , b u t b y  n o  m e a n s  a m  I f re e . I f  g o v e rn m e n t  is 
s o m e th in g  o n e  fe e ls  is  n e c e s s a ry  to  l iv e , o n e  m u s t  a t  le a s t 
r e c o g n iz e  th a t  l iv in g  u n d e r  th a t  g o v e r n m e n t’s  r u le s  m a k e s  
y o u  a n y th in g  b u t  f re e .

I r e s p e c t  th is  n o tio n  a s  a  th e o ry  o f  l iv in g  a n d  I a c c e p t 
th is  a s  w h a t  y o u  m a y  fee l is r ig h t. B u t w e  m u s t a ls o  a c ­
k n o w le d g e  th e  d if fe re n c e  b e tw e e n  f re e d o m  a n d  g o v e rn m e n t. 

S lo g a n s  su c h  a s  “ la n d  o f  th e  f re e ”  a re  in s u l ts  a n d  a  m o c k e ry  
to  tru e  f re e d o m . T h e y  a re  l ie s , n o t in so m e  a n t i -g o v e rn m e n t  
w ay , b u t  b y  d e f in i t io n  o f  th e  w o rd  “ f re e .”  I t ’s  a  jo k e .  A re  w e  
f o o ls ?  D o w e  re a l ly  b e lie v e  w e  a re  f re e ?  S o m e  m ig h t  sa y  
th a t  b y  l iv in g  in  A m e r ic a , w e  a re  m o re  f re e  th a n  p e o p le  in 

o th e r  c o u n tr ie s ,  b u t sh o u ld  w e  s e t tle  f o r  th is  a s  o u r  f re e ­
d o m ?  H a rd ly . It o n ly  r e v e a ls  th e  t ru th  o f  o u r  “ f re e  c o u n try .” 

W e m a in ta in  th is  g r e a t  f re e d o m  a n d  w e a lth  b y  ta k in g  a d ­
v a n ta g e  o f  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  w o r ld , p a r t ic u la r ly  th e  th ird  w o r ld . 

F re e d o m  a n d  g o v e rn m e n t  c a n n o t  c o -e x is t!
T h e  q u e s t io n  o f te n  a s k e d  to  p e o p le  w h o  m a k e  s im ila r  

a s s e r t io n s  to  th e  o n e  I h a v e  j u s t  m a d e , “ W h a t w ill  b e c o m e  
o f  o u r  w o r ld  i f  a n a rc h y  is a c h ie v e d ? ”  c a n n o t  b e  a n s w e re d . 
I f  y o u  b e lie v e  in f re e d o m , th e n  y o u  b e l ie v e  in f re e d o m .

A  life  w ith  a n a rc h y  is a  l ife  th a t  is to  b e  c r e a te d  b y  e a c h  
in d iv id u a l .  B y  fo c u s in g  o n  w h a t it m e a n s  to  b e  f re e  w e  a re  
c r e a t in g  an  a n a r c h is t  so c ie ty .

T h e  q u e s t io n  o f  h o w  to  d e a l w ith  v io le n c e  in an  a n a r ­
c h is t  s o c ie ty  s e e m s  q u ite  s i l ly  to  m e . A v a s t  m a jo r i ty  o f  v io ­
le n c e  in o u r  h is to ry  h a s  b e e n  p re d o m in a te ly  c re a te d  b y  g o v -

e r n m e n t s — o n e  
s u p r e m e  r u l i n g  

p o w e r  w i th  a  l i ­
c e n s e  to  k i l l  a n d  
j u s t i f y  i t  w i t h  
g re e d , r e l ig io n  o r  

s im p ly  a s s e r t i n g  
th a t  “ w e  a re  r ig h t  

a n d  t h e y  a r e  
w r o n g .”  N o  in d iv id u a l  c a n  e v e n  b e g in  to  im a g in e  c o m m it­
t in g  th e  le v e ls  o f  v io le n c e  th a t  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  h a s . A re  w e  
p ro te c te d  f ro m  v io le n c e  u n d e r  th e  c u r re n t  s y s te m ?  Is  n o t 
v io le n c e  o f te n  a  p ro d u c t  o f  p o v e r ty ?  A n d  is  n o t  p o v e r ty  a 
d ir e c t  b y -p ro d u c t  o f  c a p i ta l is m ?  C a p ita l is m  b e n e f i ts  c e r ta in  
c i r c le s  o f  w e a lth , w h ile  ty in g  d o w n  a n d  c r ip p l in g  o th e r  in ­

c o m e  le v e ls . C a p ita l is m  an d  g o v e rn m e n ts  o n ly  e x its  b e c a u s e  
w e  a llo w  o u r s e lv e s  to  b e  th e  v ic t im . W e s u p p o r t  o u r  o w n  
im p r is o n m e n t . W e s a c r i f ic e  life  f o r  s a fe ty  a n d  e n d  u p  w ith  
n e ith e r . W e a c tu a l ly  s u p p o r t  w a r , s la v e ry  an d  th e  d e s t ru c ­
t io n  o f  o u r  e n v iro n m e n t. W e p ay  ta x e s  an d  re n t, a n d  w e  g la d ly  
s a lu te  th e s e  ic o n s  o f  p o w e r . It b e c o m e s  a  w e b  w ith  n o  w a y  

o u t.
I f  p e o p le  c h o o s e  to  t a k e  b a c k  th e i r  l iv e s ,  to  r e a l ly

a c h ie v e  tru e  f re e d o m  w e  m u s t c re a te  a l te rn a t iv e s  su c h  a s  
g ro w in g  o u r  o w n  fo o d  an d  te a c h in g  o u rse lv e s  an d  e a c h  o ther. 
W e m u s t f in d  a l te rn a t iv e s  to  c a p i ta l is m  b y  c r e a t in g  c o m ­
m u n ity , b u i ld in g  t r u s t  an d  c o m m u n ic a t io n . B y  c r e a t in g  a l ­

te rn a t iv e s ,  I m e a n  s e p a ra tin g  o u r s e lv e s  f ro m  th o se  d e p e n ­
d e n c ie s . W e m u s t a b s o rb  th e  p o w e r  b a c k  in to  o u r  o w n  h a n d s . 
W e m u s t a c c e p t  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  o u r  o w n  a c t io n s  a n d  f in d  
o u r  o w n  a n s w e rs  in s te a d  o f  lo o k in g  to  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  to  
s o lv e  o u r  p ro b le m s .

R e v o lu tio n  a rm e d  w ith  k n o w le d g e , n o t  g u n s , a n d  a  d e ­
s ir e  to  b e  f re e  is w h a t  w e  m u s t w o rk  fo r. T h e re  a re  th o se  
w h o  w o u ld  (a n d  d o )  f ig h t  to  d e fe n d  th e ir  c o u n try . A n d  th e re  
a re  th o s e  w h o  w ill  f ig h t  to  d e m a n d  lib e ra tio n . V io le n t  r e v o ­
lu tio n  is a p o w e r fu l  to o l ,  b u t o n e  th a t  m u s t  b e  u se d  s p a r ­
in g ly  to  a v o id  c o u n te r -p ro d u c tiv e  re su lts . N o  r e v o lu tio n  w ill 
h a p p e n  o v e rn ig h t ,  b u t I th in k  it  is  f o s te re d  b y  th e  lo n g  p ro ­

c e s s  o f  le a rn in g  an d  r e c o v e r in g  f ro m  th e  d a m a g e  th a t  g o v ­

e rn m e n ts  a n d  c o rp o ra tio n s  h a v e  w re a k e d  o n  o u r  c iv i l iz a ­
tio n .

B y  p a s s iv e ly  o b se rv in g , w e  a re  su b m ittin g  o u rse lv e s  to 
an  o p p re ss iv e  rea lity . T ake a  lo o k  a t y o u r  life  an d  th in k  fo r 
y o u rse lf . I g u e s s  th e  q u e s tio n  w e  m u st a sk  o u rse lv e s  is: “ D o 
w e  b e lie v e  in f re e d o m , o r  d o  w e  b e lie v e  th a t c o m p ro m ise  is 
liv in g ? ” 

A R e v ie w  B y A m a n d a  L u k e r

G e t  O n  T h e  B u s :

T h o u g h t s  O n  T h e  C r u i s e

I r e m e m b e r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I m e t  D a v i d .  I w as cro ss in g  the 
b ridge  from  L oring  Park  to  the  W alker S cu lp tu re  G ard en s w ith  a 
coup le  o f  o th e r  studen ts. W e w ere  spend ing  the  day  reco rd ing  
o b se rvations o f  the  u rban field  env ironm en t for a  pro ject. D avid, 
w ith  h is long  w alk in g  stick , its w ood  a lm ost as g n arled  as h is 
sk in , y e lled  up  from  the base o f  the  b ridge fo r us to w ait fo r him . 
A n o ld er B lack m an  w ith  a g ray ing  beard  and  a d efin ite  sm ile  in 
his eyes, he leapt in to  an o n -the-spo t poem . R hy thm ic  beats and 
full, ro u n d ed  w ords d rew  us all in to  h is spell as he strode  across 
the b ridge  w ith  us. O ne o f  m y p ro jec t partners , w ide-eyed , began  
fran tica lly  sc ribb ling  dow n h is w ords, as i f  they  cou ld  ev e r  have 
the  sam e im pact co m in g  o f f  a shee t o f  paper. A s his p oetry  cam e 
to a  w in d in g  end , he asked us to  s ig n  h is co a t and  stick , m u m ­
b ling  abo u t sen d in g  them  to  W ashington o r som eth ing .

D avid  is a M inneap o lis  face— everyone k n ow s h im , m any 
have been ch arm ed  and m any  have been  annoyed  by h im . I have 
g iv en  h im  m ore m oney  than  I care  to adm it, w h ich  u n fo rtunate ly  
has gone to his b ad  hab its. ( I f  I have  m oney, I a lw ay s try  to  share, 
at least a little .) E very  w inter, w e w o n d er i f  D avid  is go in g  to 
m ak e  it, sleep ing  o u tside  o r  in doorw ays, and  every  spring  he  is 
b ack , m u m b lin g  in sp ir in g  w o rd s  to  the  p ig eo n s  in th e  park .

W h at is o u r obsess io n  w ith  crazy  gen iuses, espec ia lly  those  
w h o  suffer du ring  th e ir  lives? T here  are  coun tless m ov ies on that 
ex ac t them e: A m adeus ( in sane  co m poser), P i  (obsessiv e  m a th ­
em atic ian ), R a in  M an  (savan t w h o se  b ro th e r  uses h is ab ilities to 
w in  m oney). P erhaps it is b ecause  o u r soc ie ty  m ore  an d  m ore 
ce leb ra tes no t those  w h o  are  sim p ly  good , bu t those  w ho  are  the 
best, th e  m ost p ro lific , the  fastest— in the  sp irit o f  good  o ld capi-



ta lism , w h ich  requ ires o p tim um  skill to “get ah ead .” H ow ever, i f  these 
fo lks are  soc ia lly  aw kw ard , w h ich  m an y  gen iuses are, they  are  shunned  
and ignored  in life, though  g lo rified  afte r death , m uch like ev er-em erg ­
ing C hrist figures, as the m y tho logy  goes.

I c a n ’t say  that I h av en 't fallen into the trap  o f  this kind o f  idolatry 
either. The C ru ise  (1998), a short b lack  and w hite  docum entary , presents 
us w ith ano ther hum orous caricature, one w ho  th inks too m uch and w ins 
us ov er w ith  his candidness and brutal honesty, focusing  on cities and 
sex, and sex w ith  cities. H e 's  the crazy  gen ius right up m y  alley.

T im othy  S peed  L ev itt w orks as a  to u r gu id e  fo r A pp le  T ours in 
M anhattan  in N ew  York City. “ C an you  hear m e  in the back ?”  he be­
gins, his ou tg ro w n  flop  o f  h a ir  b low ing  in the w in d  a top  the  d oub le  
d eck er bus. H e launches in to  his sp iel on G reenw ich  V illage, nasally  
rec iting  w h at cou ld  be  a  free -flow ing  b ea t poem : "G reen w ich  V illage... 
one  o f  those  rare  d istric ts tha t o ccu rs on ce  in a w h ile  in hum an history... 
fear, a  basic  them e in all o f  o u r lives, constan tly  afra id  a lo n g  the  streets 
o f  G reenw ich  V illage, u n d e r th rea t o f  assassination  and th e  assassins 

are o u r d ream s, triu m p h an t— the b y -p roduct o f  such a  pursuit: c rea tiv ­
ity  and rad ica lism , w hich  are  fu rther them es o f  G reenw ich  V illage lin ­
eag e .” From  th is he d ives in to  a  g rocery  list o f  th e  fam ous peop le  w ho  
have lived  w ith in  the  b locks th a t m ak e  up the  n eighborhood , w hich  
includes M ark T w ain , T h o m as Paine, E ugene O ’N eill, W illa C ather, 
D ylan  T h o m as, D oro thy  Parker, e. e. Cum m ings and  the pub lish ers  o f  
the  in fluen tia l S ocia list m agazine , The M asses.

F rom  w h at w e  see o f  L evitt condu c tin g  h is tours, he know s his 
stuff. H e eas ily  ra ttles o f f  fac to ids and  fam ous q u o ta tions, such  as that 
the W orld T rade C en te r has its ow n  z ip  code, M anhattan  is on ly  2.5 
m iles w id e  a t its w idest, and 14 m iles long, u rban  h isto rian  an d  theorist

L e w is  M u m fo rd  c a lle d  
th e  C h r y s le r  B u i ld in g  
“u n in sp ire d  v o lu p tu o u s­
n ess” an d  G re ta  G arb o t 
sa id  N e w  Y o rk  w as  the  
on ly  p lace  fo r  her, since 
it w as  th e  on ly  p la c e  she 
cou ld  tru ly  b e  alone.

D u r in g  h is  to u rs , 
th e r e  is  a lw a y s  s o m e  
s l ig h t  la u g h te r  in  th e  
b a c k g ro u n d , d u e  to  h is  
co m ica l a p p ea ran ce  and 
dram atic invocations. U n­
fo r tu n a te ly , L e v itt  w as  
b le s s e d  w ith  r e c u r re n t  

acne , the  fash ion  sen se  o f  a c low n and su b standard  hyg iene. In fact, for 
the film ’s pu rpose , he is a sad  clow n , com plete  w ith  the  stiff-legged , 
p igeon-toed  w alk  o f  C harlie  C hap lin , w ith  long um brella , c ig a r  and  felt 
hat. A nd  the au d ien ce  soon rea lizes that there is a  du a l p u rpose  fo r his 
to u r gu id ing : L ev itt is look ing  fo r affec tion , be  it from  a w o m an  o r the 
city, even adm ittin g  w ith  all sincerity  that he cam e into th is jo b  to “ m eet 
and  seduce beau tifu l w o m en .”

W here  w om en  have re jec ted  h im , the  c ity  has both  em b raced  and 
shunned  him . In h is m ind, the c ity  has taken on the  spark  o f  hum an life, 
capab le  o f  a  recip rocal re lationsh ip . So w h at is the  c ity?  Is it the  co n ­
g lom eration  o f  every o n e  w ho  has ev e r  set foo t in it? con tribu ted  to  it? Is 
it ju s t  b u ild ings?  Is it the  land u nderneath  o r  the  sky  ab ove?  In the  m ost 
post-m o d ern  w ay. it is the un ique co n v ergence  o f  all o f  these  th ings, 
and  L evitt sees both  the  b eau ty  and  the  inhum an ity  o f  them . In the  past 
w 'inter, he c la im s, his re la tionsh ip  w ith  the  c ity  w as “ v itrio lic”  and  he 
c o u ld n ’t b e liev e  how  angry  it w as w ith  h im . A t th e  tim e , th e  c ity  w as a 
m o n ste r to  h im , a  “ cy c lo p s .” B ut he patched  th ings up, and  once  again  
is see ing  the  city  as a  “ sc in tilla ting  m u se  w h o  sings to m e a t n igh t.”

H e also  sees the des tructiveness o f  cities— th e ir g lu tto n y  an d  ba­

nality. “C iv iliza tion  is the  am pu ta tion  o f  ev ery th ing  that ev e r  happened  
to  us... [and the] m o lesta tio n  o f  ev ery th in g  tha t w e could  ev e r  be ,” he 
pessim istica lly  decries. A s he cru ises w ith  a  to u r dow n M adison  A v­
en u e  he  sees im m inent devo lu tion : “ C iv iliza tio n  has n ev e r looked  like 
th is  before ... th is is lu d icrousness and it can n o t last... the  n ew  A n n e  
T aylor store on the righ t!”

Levitt is light-years m ore in tune w ith com m unicating  w ith  the city 
than  w ith people. A s he describes it, each  tour he guides is one c loser to 
h is death , so the tours are h is personal search  for perfection. T hey  are his 
w ay  o f  m ak ing  love to  h is m use , the  city, and begging  for its respect and 
devotion . In one scene, he rests h is head upon the pillars o f th e  Brooklyn 
B ridge. H e lingers the stones. “O ne o f th e  th ings I like about being  friends 
w ith  the trip tyches o f  the  B rooklyn B ridge,”  he m uses, “ is it never co n ­
tradicts m e, and if  it m akes m e feel futile, it does it indirectly, w ith aloof­
ness... [with] no  victory in its subjugation  o f  m e.” L ater in the film , he 
takes the tim e to respond to all o f  the people w ho  have hurt him  in his 
life, and  it pain ts a  d istu rb ing  p icture o f  his hum an relationships. To his 
m other, he says, “ I f  I had know n th is w hen I em anated  from  your bloody 
thighs, I ’m sure 1 w ould  have craw led  back in!”

B ut to a  te rra -co tta  bu ild ing , the  on ly  bu ild ing  by L ouis S u llivan  
in the  city, L ev itt is ab le  to  love it w ith  his gaze. H e stands befo re  her, 
floored . F o llow ing  the  cu rves in th e  in trica te  carv ings he sees as c h as­
ing a nud e  w om an  th rough  a field , he le ts ou t a  se ries o f  g roans, g run ts 
and “d o n ’t stop !” as he og les the  "u n d u la tio n s o f  her cu rvatu re  in the  
terra  co tta .”

T he title o f  the film  refe rs not on ly  to  the  tim e  L evitt spends sh u t­
tling  fo lks around , try ing  to exp la in  the c ity  to them , bu t ra ther to  all 
h is m eanderings. T h e  c ru ise  is m o st ea s ily  d efin ed  b y  w h at he  calls 
“ the  an ti-cru ise .”  I f  a c ity  stree t is b lo ck ed , it is the  an ti-cru ise . I f  a 
d o o r is locked , it is the an ti-cru ise . E very  nook  and c ranny  o f  the c ity  is 
a p iece  o f  the cru ise , and he resen ts an y th in g  tha t ho lds him  back from  
find ing  all o f  them . To fill ou t the  sexual m etaphor, p e rhaps he im ag­
ines it is a fo rce that is keep in g  h im  from  getting  to th ird  base w ith  h is 
love, sco ring  w hen  he evad es the  an ti-cru ise .

H is d istaste  fo r the  g rid  p lan  co m es from  both  a  hatred  o f  the  an ti­
cru ise  and an anarch istic  need  fo r o rig inality . “T h e  grid  p lan  em anates 
from  o u r w eak n ess, he says, and  it is h o m o g en e ity  in a c ity  w h en  it is 
not a t all [hom ogenous.]”  L ev itt adv o ca tes th ro w in g  ou t the  g rid  plan 
and sta rting  over, l ie hates how  it forces everyone to  w alk  a t right 
angles, a lm ost gu aran tee in g  red u ndancy  and  stagnancy. H e fears th a t it 
m eans he  w ill “re live  all the  m istakes m y p aren ts m ad e .” H is gen ius 
here  sh ines through: he sees pas t the  vein y  lines on a  m ap, those  that 
have fo rm ed  his u rban prison, and adv o ca tes for the  freedom  o f  c iv ili­
zation , beg inn ing  w ith  rem oving  the constricts. F o r th is and m ore, L evitt 
is e ith er laughed  at o r  ignored , a  perfec t can d id a te  fo r a docum entary .

L ev itt's  cru ise  is the  p lace  w h ere  v oyeurism  and flaneurism  m eet. 
It is th e  sexualiz ing  o f  a c ity  gaze , en co u rag in g  p eop le  to w ander, o b ­
serve, analyze  and d evelop  th e ir  ow n  k in d  o f  re la tionsh ip  w ith  the  city. 
A s L ev itt d escribes the cru ise , “ it is abo u t flesh ...ex h ib itio n ism .” Less 
and  less do peop le  really  stro ll these day s— it is a E uropean  thing, 
w hereas A m erican s tend  to rush. T hey  a re  the  “ co m m u ters ,” as L ev itt 
sees them , “ru n n in g  to w ard  th e ir  d es tina tions , an d  aw ay  from  th em ­
se lves.” L ev itt w a lk s the stree ts o f  N ew  Y ork C ity, w ith  h is nose in the 
air, no t ou t o f  h augh tiness, b u t to  take  in all he can  and  to po in t ou t the 
notew orthy. F o r L ev itt, the  cru ise  n ev er ends.

T h e  C ru ise  is a n  in d ep en d en t f ilm  d ire c te d  by B ennett Miller. Visit the  
o ffic ia l w ebsite  q /T h e  C ru ise  a t  w w w .thecru ise .com . T he C ru ise  a n d  
d ire c to r  B ennett M iller w on th e  D o n  Q uixo te  A w ard /S pecia l M ention  
a n d  th e  W olfgang S tau d te  a w a rd  a t  the  1999 B erlin  In te rn a tio n a l F ilm  
F estiv a l, a s  w ell a s  th e  A ud ience  A w ard  f o r  B est D o cu m en ta ry  a n d  the  
S p ec ia l J u r y  A w ard  in th e  F e a tu re  C om petition  a t  the  1998 N ew p o rt 
In te rn a tio n a l F ilm  F estiva l.

http://www.thecruise.com
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Liabilities 

B y  L o o l w a  K h a z z o o m

T h e  s c e n a r i o  w a s  

t y p i c a l :  B o y  m e e t s  

m e ,  b o y  b e c o m e s  

i n f a t u a t e d  w i t h  m e ,  

b o y  r e a l i z e s  I t a k e  

u p  s p a c e ,  b o y  r u n s  

l i k e  h e l l .  W h a t  w a s  

a t y p i c a l  i n  t h i s  s i t u ­

a t i o n  w a s  t h e  g u y ' s  

h o n e s t y  a b o u t  t h e  

d y n a m i c .  H e  a c t u ­

a l l y  a d m i t t e d  f e e l ­

i n g  i n t i m i d a t e d  b y  

m e .

“Y o u ’re in te restin g , a w eso m e , ta len ted , b eau tifu l, e x c itin g ...”  -  
th ese  b e in g  th e  re a so n s  w h y  h e  d id  n o t w a n t to  b e  in v o lv ed  w ith  m e. 
“ I t ’s O K  th a t y o u ’re  a  strong  w o m an , th e re ’s no th ing  w rong  w ith  tha t...” 
G ee , th an k s fo r  th e  to le ran ce . I su p p o se  a p p rec ia tio n  w o u ld  b e  a b it 
m u ch  to  ask?

T h e  sc en a rio  w as  typ ica l: B o y  m ee ts  m e , b o y  b eco m es in fa tu ­
a ted  w ith  m e , b o y  re a lizes  I tak e  up  space , b o y  ru n s lik e  he ll. W h a t 
w as a ty p ica l in th is  s itu a tio n  w as th e  g u y ’s ho n esty  ab o u t th e  d y ­
nam ic: H e a c tu a lly  ad m itted  fee lin g  in tim id a ted  by  m e. A lth o u g h  he 
ack n o w led g e d  th is fee ling  ve ry  w ell m igh t be  the  p ro d u c t o f  h is “ sh it,” 
h e  d id  n o t se em  in te re s ted  in c lean in g  u p  h is  feces.

A las , m y  v e ry  a sse ts  a p p e a r to  be  w h a t m o st m e n  v iew  as m y 
liabilities. I b e lieve  m y  experience  is typ ica l, and I b e lieve  it is a  p roduct 
o f  social tra in ing . A cco rd in g  to  o u r spoken  an d  unsp o k en  ru les, w om en  
m u st n o t dev e lo p  to  o u r  m ax im u m  p o ten tia l. W e’re  su p p o sed  to  s ta rve  
o u rse lv es ; sh a v e  o u rse lv es ; u se  p a in t, e x p en s iv e  c ream s, an d  su rg ica l 
k n iv es in o u r  faces to  e ra se  o u rse lv es ; av o id  “ to o ” -h eav y  w e ig h ts  to  
m in im iz e  o u rse lv es  ... all to  m a in ta in  th a t p re -p u b e scen t, d o e-ey ed , 
b lan k  sla te  o f  a  look. W e a re  d isc o u ra g e d  from  d e v e lo p in g  o u r  m inds 
to  th e  p o in t o f  b e in g  in te llec tu a lly  ag g ress iv e ; o u r  v o ices  to  th e  p o in t 
o f  b e in g  h e a rd  lo u d  an d  c lea r; o u r p re sen c e  to  th e  p o in t o f  tak in g  up 
fu ll space; an d  o u r  s tren g th  to  th e  p o in t o f  b e in g  a  p h y sic a l th rea t.

M en  g ro w  a c c u s to m ed  to  an d , o v e r  tim e , d e p e n d e n t o n  g irls  
an d  w o m en  liv in g  a t  h a lf-m ast. S o  w h en  m en  e n c o u n te r  w o m en  such  
a s  m y s e lf  w h o  ru n  fu ll steam  ah ead , I find  th e y  h av e  a  p a n ic -an d -b o lt 
response, se ek in g  re fu g e  in th e  a rm s o f  so m e  sa fe  y o u n g  lass  w h o  p lay s 
by  th e  ru le s  (acco m p an y in g  m an u a l inc luded).



E v ery th in g  th a t m ak es  m e  u n ap p ea lin g  to m o st m en , h o w ­
ev e r, is e x a c tly  w h a t m a k e s  m en  to ta lly  h o t to  m o s t w o m en . 
W om en, a f te r  a ll, hav e  been  en co u rag ed  to  c rav e  a  d e v e lo p ed  h u ­
m an  b eing . H e s ta rted  h is o w n  o rg an iza tio n  b y  th e  tim e  he  w as 
21 ? C o o l. H e w ro te  th ree  b o o k s b y  th e  tim e  h e  w as  2 9 ?  E xcellen t. 
H e  s ta rted  h is o w n  b a n d ?  A m azin g ! H e say s w h a t h e  th in k s, fig h ts  
ag a in s t in ju stice , an d  k ick s th e  a ss  o f  p eo p le  w h o  m ess  w ith  h im ? 
B u y  m e a  tick e t -  I ’m  fly in g  o u t to  sp en d  th e  re s t o f  m y  life  w ith  
him !

B u t w h e n  th e  sh o e  is o n  th e  o th e r  fo o t -  w h e n  th e  w o m an  is 
th e  acc o m p lish e d  o n e  -  ch an ce s  are  th e  m an  is g o n n a  b u y  a  tick e t, 
a ll r ig h t...a  tic k e t o u tta  there . In a  so c ie ty  w h ere  a 
m a n ’s eg o  is cu ltiv a ted  to  d e p e n d  on  a  w o m a n ’s se c­
o n d a ry  ro le , w h ere  a  m a n ’s se n se  o f  s e l f  is b ased  on  
a  w o m a n ’s lack  o f  se lf, an  in d o m in ab le  w o m an  is an  
ex p en d ab le  w o m an . A  w o m an  w ith  less is o n e  a  m an  
w an ts  m ore .

M y frien d  A n g e la  is b rig h t, c rea tiv e , p lay fu l, 
d ro p -d e a d  g o rg e o u s ,  fu n n y , e a g e r  to  le a rn  a n d  
g ro w .... F ac t is, i f  I w ere  a  lesb ian , I ’d  be  p an tin g  a f­
te r  her. A n g e la  is  a ga l w h o  can  w e a r a  Ja ck ie  O n asis  
d ress  w ith  b u sh y  a rm p it h a ir  an d  sp a rk lin g  silv er H al­
lo w een  socks. “ S o  w h y  d o n ’t I h av e  a  b o y frien d ?” 
she  co m p la in s.

W h o e v e r  tak es  o n  so c ie ty  req u ire s  to  so m e  ex ­
ten t th a t ev e ry o n e  a ro u n d  h er tak e  it  on  as w ell. I f  a 
g a l c rack s o n g o in g  jo k e s  an d  g e ts  a  c ro w d  ro arin g , h e r  b o y frien d  
h as to  sh a re  - O o r  n o t ev en  g e t an y  o f  - t h e  sp o tlig h t  ga l has 
o v e rco m e  h e r  tra in in g  n o t to  be  a g g ress iv e  in h e r  hum or. C a n  the  
g u y  o v e rco m e  h is tra in in g  no t to  g e t m o re  a tten tio n  th an  h is p a rt­
n er?  C an  he h an d le  all th e  so c ia liz ed  im p lica tio n s b a rin g  do w n  on 
h is  eg o ?  W ill he?

F o r ev e ry  d o c tr in e  w ith  w h ich  so c ie ty  th u n k s  w o m e n  o v e r 
th e  h ead , th e re  is an  in v erse  d o c tr in e  w ith  w h ich  so c ie ty  th u n k s 
m e n  o v e r  th e  head . 1 b e liev e  bo th  se x es su ffe r fro m  th ese  lim ited  
ro les . B ut I a lso  b e liev e  th a t u n lik e  m en , w o m en  have 
g o tten  th e  sh o rt sh a ft in  te rm s o f  th e  b as ic s  -  p e rso n a l 
sp a ce , eco n o m ic  op p o rtu n ity , an d  p e rso n a l safety.

F o r th is reaso n , I feel w o m en  g en e ra lly  have  been 
m o re  w illin g  to  b u tt  h e a d s  w ith  so c ie ty  an d  c h a n g e  
th in g s. I d o n ’t  b e liev e  an y  fem in is t rev o lu tio n a ry  a c tu ­
a lly  has d es ired  o r  en jo y ed  th e  co n stan t battle . A n d  m en ,
I b e liev e , h av e  en o u g h  o f  th e  g o o d ies  th a t th e y ’re  no t 
g o in g  n u ts  w ith o u t p e rso n a l rev o lu tio n . So w h y  tak e  on 
th e  in ternal ch ao s and  ex te rn a l th rea t th a t g o es han d -in - 
h an d  w ith  tran sfo rm a tio n ?

A  few  y ea rs  ag o , a  frien d  o f  m in e  sp e n t th e  su m ­
m e r  w ith  m e an d  left v a rio u s b o o k s o f  h ers  in m y b a th ­
ro o m  library . I p ick ed  up  The R u les and  beg an  read ing .
I th o u g h t it w a s  a  jo k e  b ook . I th o u g h t it w as h ila rio u s .
T hen  I found  o u t th a t w om en  all o v e r  the country  had  fo rm ed  groups 
to  s tu d y  it. T h a t b o o k  w as b ey o n d  se rio u s; it w as a  th re a t to  fem ale  
sanity . M y  lau g h te r  to o k  on  a h o m ic id a l edge.

W h at rea lly  p isse s  m e o f f  is w o m en  d o w n p lay in g  o r  e ra s in g  
o u r  a sse ts  b ecau se  m en  a r e n 't  d o in g  th e ir  w ork . It m ak es th in g s 
w o rse , g irls! In a  so c ie ty  w h ere  m en  can  g e t sex  w ith o u t tran sfo r­
m a tio n , th e y ’ll n e v e r  fu ck in g  ch an g e . W h a t m o re , i f  w e  h av e  to 
m in im iz e  o u rse lv es  to  be  a ro u n d  m en , are  w e  rea lly  “ g e ttin g  a 
m a n ,”  o r a re  w e  g e ttin g  an  in secu re  lim p -ass -  a  d ead  w e ig h t a d d ­
in g  b u rd en  to  o u r  a lread y  b u rd en ed  liv es?

O n ce  u p o n  a  tim e , no t so lo n g  ag o , I fe lt a p o lo g e tic  ab o u t the  
am azin g  th ings abou t m yself. O v er an d  ov er again , m en  h ad  trea ted  
m y  asse ts  a s  liab ilitie s , b reak in g  up  w ith  m e  b ecau se  o f  th e  m an y

q u a lities  d is tin g u ish in g  m e fro m  a d o o rm at. T h o u g h  I d id  no t w an t 
o r try  to  ch an g e  m y se lf , I d id  g ro w  to  feel sh am e fo r  b e in g  p o w er­
fu l, o u tsp o k e n , an d  p assio n a te . I a lso  cam e  fo feel b eh o ld en  -  in ­
d eb ted  an d  in g ra tia te d  on  so m e lev e l -  to  m en  w h o  to le ra te d  th o se  
q u a litie s  in m e, to  m en  w h o  d id  n o t try  to  s te am ro ll o v e r  them .

I o n ce  sp o k e  w ith  a  m an  w h o  c la im ed  all m en  b e n e fit from  
p a tr ia rch y  -  ev en  the  n ice  guys. “ H o w ?” I asked . “ In a  w orld  w here  
so  m an y  m en  rap e  w o m e n ,’.’ he  rep lied , “ a  m an  can  g e t b ro w n ie  
p o in ts  ju s t  fo r n o t b e in g  a rap ist. A  h u sb a n d  can  g e t b ro w n ie  p o in ts 
fo r d o in g  so m e th in g  as bas ic  as p u ttin g  aw ay  d ish e s .”  T h e  du d e  
w as  righ t.

B e c a u se  o f  th e  p le th o ra  o f  a s sh o le  m e n , I 
cam e to find m y se lf  search ing  fo r a  n on-assho le . H ow  
sad is th a t?  A las , I find  the  phen o m en o n  is qu ite  co m ­
m on: O K , he  d o e s n ’t lis ten  to  m e, b u t he  d o e sn ’t h it 
m e  w h en  he g e ts  m ad /N o , I ’m  n o t a ttrac ted  to  h im , 
b u t he  listens to  m e/I su re  as hell d o n ’t en jo y  h is co m ­
pany, bu t he sp lits  the  h o u se w o rk  ... Fuck  th a t sh it. I 
w a n t -  no , d e m a n d  -  an  a rtis tic , sp iritu a l, p lay fu l, 
in te llig en t, sen sitiv e , d ro p -d ea d  g o rg eo u s m an. O n  a 
m o to rc y c le . So ea t m e.

D u rin g  tw o  y e a rs  I to o k  a  b reak  from  m en , I 
d id  a  m a jo r  a ttitu d e  ch eck . I d ec id ed  it w as tim e  fo r 
m e  to trea t m y se lf  as th e  ho t g o d d ess th a t I am , re ­
g a rd le ss  o f  w h a t k ind  o f  m en  m ay  ex is t on  th e  p lanet 
and  w hat they  m ay  th ink  o f  m y b odacious being . “O ne 

o f  the  th in g s  ab o u t e q u a lity  is no t ju s t  th a t y o u  be  trea ted  eq u a lly  
to  a  m an , b u t th a t y o u  trea t y o u rse lf  eq u a lly  to  th e  w ay  y o u  tre a t a 
m a n .”  (M ario  T h o m as).

F o rg e t ab o u t m e n ’s a ttitu d es  to w a rd s  m e. I ’ve  g o t an  a ttitu d e  
to w ard s  m en . T h e  tab les  hav e  tu rn ed , m y friends. M y  asse ts  are  
m y  fu ck in g  asse ts , an d  th e  o n ly  liab ilitie s  I see  no w  a re  th e  lim p, 
th rea ten ed  eg o s  o f  m en  w h o  c a n ’t  h o ld  a  flam e to  m y  fire . R a th e r  
th an  sq u e lch  m y  sp irit to  m ak e  ro o m  fo r T h e  M a n , I am p lified  it  to  
m ak e  room  fo r  T h e  W om an. I g o t louder, sillie r, an d  sm arter. I 

b ecam e  u n ab ash ed ly  m o re  d em an d in g , o u tsp o k e n , and  
ag g ress iv e .

O n  th a t n o te , I tran sfo rm ed  in to  T h e  H u n te r, 
b eco m in g  as m u ch  o f  a  g o -g e tte r  in m y  se x u a lity  as 
I ’v e  b e e n  in th e  re s t o f  m y  life . I d ec id ed  w h a t I w an ted  
an d  g o t m y  b u tt o u t in th e  w o rld  to  find  it. I b eg an  sh o p ­
p in g  fo r  m en  like I sh o p p e d  fo r c lo th es : I f  it d id n ’t fit, 
d am n  th in g  w a s  o u t the  door.

I b ecam e  th e  e n title d  o n e , th e  o n e  a ro u n d  
w h o m  m en  had  to  rev o lv e , as i f  th e  w h o le  w o rld  w ere  
rad ica l fem in is ts  and  the  lo se rs had  to g e t w ith  the  p ro ­
gram . I found  m en  resp o n d in g  to m y a ttitu d e  sh ift, c h as­
ing  a f te r  m e in the  very  p la c e s  th ey  co n d em n ed  m e in 
th e  past. S u d d en ly  I w as  th e  o n e  b e in g  p an ted  after. 
W h ereas m en u sed  to  c o m p la in , th ey  s ta rted  to  ap o lo ­

g ize . L o  an d  b eh o ld , I fo u n d  m y se lf  in the  d r iv e r ’s se a t o f  m y  love 
life.

I h a v e n ’t  fo u n d  a  g u y  w h o  ca n  h ack  th e  lo n g  hau l; b u t th e  
fact is, I ’d ra th e r  live w ith  th e  fu lln e ss  o f  m y b e in g  and  see  m en  as 
o ccas io n a l b ed -w arm ers  th an  I w o u ld  live in so m e c o m e r  o f  m y 
s e l f  w ith  a  s te ad y  sq u eeze . I k n o w  th a t as lo n g  as p a tr ia rc h y  re igns 
ov er the  sta te  o f  m ale -fem ale  relations, m y m an-lov ing  radical fem i­
n is t b e in g  is lik e  an  o rch id  in th e  a rc tic . B ut I ’d  ra th e r  b e  a  so lita ry , 
b re a th ta k in g  f lo w e r an y  d ay  th an  p e ta ls  fro zen  to  th e  ice  o f  th e  
tundra .



F a r e w e l l . . .  F o r e v e r

b y  C a r i s s a  S c r e a m s

J u d y  M in o sk y  w as b e a te n  la s t  n ig h t  by h e r  s te p so n s. She ca lled  
m y m o th e r  and  m y  m o th e r b ro u g h t h e r  to  o u r  h ouse . I cam e  o v e r  to  
u n c o m fo rta b ly  w a tch  m y  n e ig h b o r an d  c o -w o rk e r  in h e r  b a th ro b e  c ry  
h y ste ric a lly  in  m y  m o th e r ’s arm s. M y  m o th e r  k ep t te llin g  h e r  th a t 
th is  a lw a y s  se em ed  to  h ap p en  to  s tro n g  w o m en . Ju d y  n o d d ed  h er 
h ead  b ack  and  fo rth  as i f  she  w as lis ten in g  in ten tly , b u t fo r  so m e rea­
son  I co u ld  te ll sh e  w a sn ’t. I co u ld  do  little  to  so o th e  h e r  p a in  so  I 
b ecam e  th e  fe tch  an d  ca rry  g irl. I ra n  to  g e t tissu es. I ran  to  get 
s le ep in g  p ills . I ran  to  g e t w ater. I k n e lt d o w n  an d  w a tch ed  Ju d y  
suffer. T h e  p h o n e  ran g  and  m y  m o th e r an d  Ju d y  sa t fro zen , n o t su re  
w h e th e r  to  p ic k  it up. I w a lk ed  slo w ly  to  th e  p h o n e  an d  m utte r,

“ H e llo .”
“ I t ’s G eo rg e , can  I ta lk  to Ju d y  o r  y o u r  m o th er.”  I looked  

o v e r to  Ju d y  and  she  sc ream ed ,
“ W h y  w o u ld  I w a n t to  ta lk  to  so m e o n e  w h o  le ts m e  be 

d rag g ed  ac ro ss th e  f lo o r?”
“ I ’ll ta lk  to  h im ,”  m y  m o th e r  sa id  a s se rtiv e ly  tak in g  the  

p h o n e  fro m  m e. She sp o k e  ca lm ly  to  J u d y ’s h u sb a n d  an d  w ith o u t 
say in g  g o o d b y e , hun g  up  th e  p h one. It w as a lm o st as i f  she  w as o r­
d e rin g  a  p iz z a  o r  ca llin g  411. It w as lik e  she  w as ju s t  g e ttin g  in fo rm a­
tion , an d  th e  p e rso n  on th e  o th e r  line w as  n o t ev en  real.

“ Y our h u sb a n d  sa id  i t ’s sa fe  to  co m e  h om e now .” Ju d y  co n ­
tin u ed  to  w h im p e r  in to  h e r  tissu e . M y  m o th e r he ld  h e r  in  h e r  arm s 
an d  ro ck ed  her. “ W ell, th a t’s ju s t  th e  w ay  i t  is w ith  m en . Y o u ’v e  g o t 
to  le t th em  k n o w  th ey  a re  a lw ay s  r ig h t. I a lw a y s  w an ted  to  b e liev e  
th a t th e  eg o  o f  th e  m an  w as a  c rea tio n  o f  society . T h a t’s b u llsh it. T he 
eg o  ex is ts  a ll r ig h t an d  it c o m es b e fo re  ev e ry th in g  in a  m a n ’s life .” 
M y m o th e r w as r ig h t th a t th e  ego  ex is ts  in m en , b u t it a lso  ex is ts  in 
w o m y n . O n ly  w o m y n  a re  to ld  it is  in ap p ro p ria te  to  h a v e  an  eg o  to ­
w ard  an y th in g . T h e y  a re  q u ick ly  p u t in th e ir  p lace  w h en  th e y  hav e  
egos . S o m etim es I th in k  m y eg o  is co m p arab le  to  m e n ’s. U su a lly  in 
s itu a tio n s  o f  pa in , it is n o t I th a t am  h u rt, b u t m y  frag ile  ego.

A lth o u g h  th is  co u n try  a lw ay s  p ro fe sse s  equality , w h y  is it th a t I 
on ly  se e  w o m y n  so b b in g  a t  th e ir  fr ie n d s’ h o u se s  u n ab le  to  co m e  h o m e  
b ecau se  th e ir  h u sb a n d s  frigh ten  th em ? W e can  say  all w e  w an t ab o u t 
e q u a lity  o f  m en  an d  w o m y n , b u t th e re  are  n o  law s on  th e  b o o k s th a t 
p ro te c t us. T h e  E R A  h as n e v e r ev en  b een  p assed , and  w h en  it  w as 
firs t b ro u g h t up  in C o n g ress, it w as b ro u g h t up  as a  jo k e . T h e  b ig g es t 
p ro b lem  is w o m y n ’s in eq u a lity  in te rm s o f  eco n o m ics . A cco rd in g  to 
th e  A F L ^C IO , w o m y n  still m ak e  7 2%  o f  w h a t m en  m ake. O v e r a 
life tim e , th a t ad d s up to  m o re  th an  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  w h ich  cou ld  hav e  been  
u sed  to  b u y  a h o u se  o r  sta rt a b u sin e ss. I have  w o rk ed  in acad em ics , 
n o n -p ro fit, hu g e  co rp o ra tio n s , trad in g  h o u ses, W all S tre e t b ro k e ra g e  
firm s, law  firm s, e tc ., an d  I o n ly  see w o m y n  w o rk in g  in  lo w  p a id / 
p a rt-tim e /se c re ta ry  jo b s  an d  th e  m en  all have  jo b s  as ex ecu tiv e  d ire c ­
to rs . E v e n  m en  w h o  d o n ’t hav e  co lleg e  d eg rees  s till m ak e  a t lea s t $40  
an h o u r  w o rk in g  as ca rp en te rs , p lu m b ers , m ech an ics , e tc . T h e re  isn ’t 
a jo b  in e x is te n c e  sp e c ifica lly  fo r w o m y n  th a t p ay s  ev en  c lo se  to  w h a t 
m en m ake fo r sem i-sk illed  labor. W h a t’s  rea lly  sham efu l is that w om yn  
o fte n  d o n ’t h av e  th e  o p p o rtu n itie s  an d  re so u rces  to  b eco m e  as q u a li­
fied  as th e ir  m ale  c o m p e tito rs . E ven  th o u g h  ju s t  as m an y  w o m y n  
hav e  co lleg e  d eg rees  as m en , th e  m en  are  m u ch  m o re  lik e ly  to  m ak e  
h igh  sa la rie s  to  sta rt w ith , an d  sin ce  th e y  hav e  m o re  m oney , th ey  have  
m o re  freed o m . T h e y  can  sa v e  th e ir  m o n ey  a n d  e v en tu a lly  q u it  an d  
h av e  a m p le  tim e  to  look  fo r a  b e tte r  jo b , w ith o u t h a v in g  to  re so rt to  
th e  firs t th in g  av a ilab le . W hen  y o u  are  m ak in g  m o re  m o n ey  and  th u s, 
d o n ’t need  to  w o rk  as m uch , you  can  tak e  on in te rn sh ip s an d  v o lu n ­
te e r  jo b s  th a t w ill g iv e  y o u  re lev an t ex p erien ce . F u rth e rm o re , firm s

a re  ju s t  m o re  lik e ly  to h ire  m en  fo r b e tte r  jo b s  b ecau se  th ey  a ssu m e 
th a t m en  h av e  it m o re  to g e th er, an d  a re  m o re  cap ab le  o f  lea rn in g  n ew  
th ings.

I th in k  u n eq u a l a m o u n ts  o f  m o n e y  th a t m e n  an d  w o m y n  have 
c rea te s  a  p o sitio n  o f  su b m e rg ed  s ta tu s fo r w o m en . M a y b e  th is  is the  
reaso n  I a lw ay s  feel u n eq u a l to  m en . 1 a lw ay s  feel I sh o u ld  p erfo rm  
fo r  th em  in  so m e  w ay  to  m ak e  u p  fo r  th e  fac t th a t th e y  a re  a ro ck  star, 
o r  en trep re n eu r, o r  sc ien tis t, o r  p ro fess io n a l an d  I am  ju s t  a  w o m an  
w h o  is b eau tifu l. I feel so  b ad  th a t ju s t  fo r th em  to  sp en d  tim e  w ith  
m e , an d  to  p a y  a tte n tio n  to  m e , o r  tell m e I ’m  b eau tifu l, I m u st sleep  
w ith  th em . I feel i t ’s th e  o n ly  th in g  I can  g iv e  th em  in re tu rn  fo r th e ir  
a tten tio n , b ecau se  th e re  is n o th in g  e lse  I h av e  th a t th ey  w ant. T h e ir 
a tten tio n  is th is  v a lu a b le  to  m e.

Ja m es cam e  o v e r  th e  sam e n ig h t as Judy. W e to o k  a w a lk  do w n  
m y  s tre e t an d  h e  k ep t b e g g in g  m e to  co m e  over. H e kep t te llin g  m e 
how  he  m issed  m e so  m u ch  an d  th o u g h t o f  m e c o n s tan tly  an d  ho w  I 
w as th e  firs t p e rso n  he w an ted  to  see w h en  h e  cam e back  from  tour. I 
kn ew  it w a s  all b u llsh it an d  im m ed ia te ly  to ld  h im  all th e  h o rrib le  s tu f f  
I h eard  ab o u t h im . I d o n ’t k n o w  w h y  he  w o u ld  m iss  so m e o n e  w h o  
ac ted  so  h a te fu l to  h im . I sa id  o v e r  an d  o v e r  h o w  h e  w as g o in g  to  hu rt 
m e a n d  he  k e p t in s is tin g  th a t th a t w o u ld  n e v e r h ap p en  in ten tionally , 
a s  i f  th a t w o u ld  m ak e  m e feel better.

I th in k  th a t h e  is d ec is iv e ly  try in g  to  foo l m e  in to  fa llin g  fo r  him  
sim p ly  to  b u ild  u p  h is  ego . O n ce  th a t h ap p en ed , h e  w o u ld  sq u a sh  m e 
like  a b u g . I th in k  deep  d o w n  he  e n jo y s  th e  p o w e r  to  sq u ash  p eop le . 
H e w an ts  to  hav e  a  b ig  im p ac t on m e w h ile  I in sis t he  n e v e r  w ill. So 
w h y  d o es  he  p u t u p  w ith  th is?

W e tak e  a  sh o w e r  tog e th er, o r  m o re  lik e  h e  tak es  a  sh o w e r  an d  I 
sh iv e r  a t th e  ed g e  o f  th e  b a th tu b  w a tch in g  h im . T im e p asses  an d  w e 
a re  on  h is bed . H e a ttem p ts  to  h av e  anal sex  w ith  m e. W h en  h e  is 
in sid e  m e  I s ta rt sc rea m in g  in pain . I b eg  h im  to  stop . H e ju s t  g ig g les 
an d  says,

“ O h  co m e  on  C a rissa , ju s t  a little  b it longer.”  B u t so o n  th e  pa in  
is  so  b a d  I p h y s ic a lly  p u sh  h im  o f f  m e. I s ta n d  b e fo re  h im  ap o lo g iz ­
ing  as i f  I d id  so m e th in g  w ro n g , as i f  I w a s  in ad eq u a te . A ll th e  w h ile  
b lo o d  w as  tr ic k lin g  d o w n  m y  legs.

T h a t n ig h t I lay  aw ak e . H e s le p t on  th e  o p p o site  side  o f  th e  bed. 
W h en  I tr ie d  to  s le ep  c lo se  to  h im  h e  sa id  irritab ly ,

“ I c a n ’t  sleep  w h en  y o u  try  to  ho ld  m e .”  It o ccu rred  to  m e th a t 
I c o u ld n ’t ask  an y th in g  from  th is  m an , no t ev en  phy sica l a ffec tio n  
th a t fe lt g o o d  to  m e. I sa t up in h o rro r  s ta rin g  a t h im  as he  slep t. I 
w an ted  to  ro ll u p  in to  a ball a n d  d isappear. I w an ted  to  c ry  like I ’ve 
n e v e r  c r ied  b efo re . I w an ted  to  d isa p p e a r and  re in v e n t m yse lf. I 
w an ted  so m e o n e  to  cry  to , bu t ho w  w ill I ex p la in  ho w  I le t th is h a p ­
pen ?  H o w  d o  I ex p la in  th a t Ju d y  and  I w ere  lan sm an ?  L an sm an , as 
in , w e  cam e  from  the  sam e v illag e  in the  o ld  country . W e w ere  k in ­
d red  sp irits . O u r s tru g g les  w ere  th e  sam e. I w as th e  sam e. It m ad e  
m e feel so  d esp e ra te  b ecau se  no  m a tte r  how  s tro n g  I th o u g h t I w as , I 
c o u ld n ’t th in k  o f  a w ay  to  s to p  it, an d  n e ith e r  co u ld  Judy. T hu s, w e 
sa t h e lp less  on  o u r f r ie n d s ’ co u ch es  c ry in g  ferven tly .

1 rea lized  th en  th a t th e re  w as n o th in g  I co u ld  do  b u t g e t up  from  
th a t bed . O th e rw ise , I w as a d isg race . I w as s im p ly  su b m ittin g  to  the  
abuse , an d  u n lik e  in th e  w o rk p lace , I cou ld  w a lk  r ig h t out. I to o k  a 
sh o w er b y  m y se lf. I w as h ap p y  to  have  th e  sh o w er all to  m yse lf, 
in stead  o f  sh a rin g  it w ith  a  m an  w h o  co n s ta n tly  ho g s the  show er. H e 
le ts m e free ze  to dea th  a t th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  th e  b a th tu b  sim p ly  fo r h is 
o w n  p leasu re , w h ile  I am  m iserab le . I w an ted  to  g e t h is sm e ll o f f  o f  
m e. I w an ted  to  feel c lean  and  n ew  again . A s I d ressed , he  w o k e  up.

“ W h ere  a re  y o u  g o in g ? ”  h e  asked .
“ I g u ess y o u  d id  h u rt m e, Jam es. It w as  u n in ten tio n a l, an d  th a t 

w as w h a t b o th e red  m e th e  m o st. It is u n in ten tio n a l th a t y o u  d o n ’t 
resp ec t m e as a  h u m an  b eing , an d  th e re fo re , i t ’s s tu p id  fo r m e  to  b e  
here . F arew ell. F a rew ell fo rev e r.”



T h e  T r a v a i l i n g  V a g a n

D a v i d a  G y p s y  B r e i e r  v i s i t s  t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m

I f  y o u  are  a v e g e ta ria n  y o u  hav e  p ro b ab ly  b een  red u ced  to  ea tin g  
ch ip s , p re tze ls , o r  a  b ag  o f  n u ts  fo r d in n e r  w h ile  trav e llin g . A fte r  the  
th ird  d ay  o f  m e a ls  f ro m  a  p la s tic  b a g  o n e  s ta r ts  g e tt in g  a  l i t t le  
b i t te r . . .an d  ra th e r  queasy . I w o rk  fo r T h e  V egetarian  R e so u rce  G roup , 
an d  o n e  p a rt o f  m y  jo b  is to  a s s is t v eg e ta rian s  in f in d in g  p la c e s  to  eat 
w h ile  trav e llin g . S o m e  o f  th e  in fo rm a tio n  a t m y  d isp o sa l c o m es from  
o u r  re s ta u ra n t g u id e  fo r th e  U S  an d  C a n ad a , g u id e b o o k s , re liab le  
In te rn e t so u rces , ex p e rien ce , an d  w o rd  o f  m ou th . I su g g e st fan tastic  
so u n d in g  re s tau ran ts , w o n d erin g  all th e  w h ile  w h a t th e y  are  lik e  m y ­
self.

T h is  p as t Ja n u a ry  I s ta rted  a sk in g  m y  ow n  q u es tio n s  ab o u t w h ere  
to  ea t and  stay  in th e  U K . S o m ew h at im pu lsively , I p lan n ed  a trip  and 
w ou ld  be  trav e llin g  th rough  E ng land , S co tland , and  W ales fo r 12 days. 
U n lik e  pas t trip s , I k n ew  w h ere  to  lo o k  fo r  th e  in fo rm a tio n  I n eeded . 
P erh ap s so m e o f  m y  e x p e rien ces  an d  re so u rces  w ill he lp  k eep  o th e r  
trav e le rs  from  the  m in d -n u m b in g  b ru ta lity  o f  ch ip s fo r b reak fast, ch ips 
fo r lunch , an d  ch ip s , w ith  a  side  o rd e r  o f  nu ts , fo r  d inner.

I flew  o v e rn ig h t an d  w h en  I a rriv ed  I had  bu t o n e  co n ce rn  - c o f­
fee. 1 th o u g h t ah ead  an d  b ro u g h t so m e  sm all asep tic  b o x es o f  soym ilk . 
A lth o u g h  m an y  co ffe e  sh o p s in th e  U S o ffe r  so y m ilk , I fo u n d  th a t 
o n ly  v e ry  v e g -fr ie n d ly  p laces  o ffe red  it in the  U K . A lso , sp e c ify  th a t 
y o u  w a n t y o u r  c o ffe e  b lack , i f  y o u  d es ire  n e ith e r  m ilk  n o r sugar. I w as 
ab le  to  resto ck  m y so y m ilk  easily , as ju s t  ab o u t every  to w n  w e  sto p p ed  
in h ad  a t leas t o n e  h ea lth  fo o d  sto re . I tr ied  to  find  b ra n d s  th a t w ere  
p a la tab le  p la in , so  th a t I co u ld  f in ish  th em  o f f  o n c e  I h a d  lig h ten ed  m y  
coffee. I n o ticed  th a t B ritish  so y m ilk  ten d ed  to  be  c re a m e r  an d  looked  
m o re  like c o w ’s m ilk  th an  A m erican  b rands.

P a tr ic k  and  I sp e n t the  firs t few  d ay s  in  L on d o n . T h e  firs t n ig h t

th e re  w e  jo in e d  o u r g rac io u s h o sts , R a ch ae l (R e d  H an k y  P an k y ) 
an d  Jo , an d  sev era l o f  th e ir  frien d s  fo r  d in n e r  a t H e a th e r ’s R e sta u ­
ran t, an  a ll v eg e ta rian  re s tau ran t in  th e  D ep tfo rd  sec tio n  o f  L o n ­
don . It w as so m e w h a t ex p e n s iv e  a t £ 1 3 , fo r  an  a ll-y o u -can -ea t d in ­
n e r  b u ffe t. T h e  so u p , a  sp ic y  T h a i m u sh ro o m , w as ex ce llen t, bu t 
en trees  w ere  on  th e  b lan d  side . I tr ie d  th e  v e g e ta ria n  h ag g is , w h ich  
w as  an  o n io n  s tu ffed  w ith  b ean s  an d  g ra ins. A lm o st all o f  th e  d e s­
se rts  w ere  v eg an  and  1 tr ie d  th e  tre a c le  (m o la sses)  ta rt. A cco rd in g  
to  o u r d in in g  co m p an io n s , th e  d esse rts  w ere  th e  h ig h lig h t o f  the  
m eal. H e a th e r ’s R e s ta u r a n t ,  74  M clV lillian  S t., D e p tfo rd , L o n ­
d o n  S E 8  3 H A ;  0 2 0  8 6 9 1  6 6 6 5 ;  h e a t h e r s @ d i r c o n . c o . u k ,  
< w w w .h e a th e rs .d irc o n .c o .u k > .

T h e  n ex t d ay  w e  ex p lo re d  L o n d o n  an d  ev e n tu a lly  e n d ed  up  a t 
F o o d  fo r  T h o u g h t on N ea l S tre e t in  C o v e n t G ard en . T h e  co ffee  and  
o liv e  and  o reg an o  b read  w ere  te rrif ic , b u t th e  stir-fried  v eg e tab le s 
w ere  ra th e r  ta s te le ss  an d  oily . A b o u t th is  p o in t w e b eg an  to  su sp ec t 
an  av ersio n  to  sp ice  an d  f lav o r w as g o in g  to  be an o n g o in g  p ro b ­
lem  w ith  B ritish  v eg e ta rian  cu is in e . T h e  re s tau ran t w as  so  c ro w d ed  
th a t w e  en d ed  up  e a tin g  o u ts id e  on  a  fro n t step  w ith  th e  p ig eo n s . 
F o o d  fo r  T h o u g h t,  31 N ea l S t., C o v e n t  G a r d e n ,  L o n d o n  W C 2 H  
9 P R ; 0171 836  023 9 .

N e x t w e  jo u rn e y e d  so u th  to  B rig h to n . I h ad  severa l reaso n s  
fo r  w an tin g  to  v is it B rig h to n , o n e  o f  w h ich  w as  V egetarian  Shoes. 
I ad m it to  a  ce rta in  sh a llo w  w e a k n e ss  fo r  b la c k  shoes an d  boo ts . I 
h a v e n ’t w o rn  lea th e r  in ab o u t 10 y e a rs  an d  h av e  re lied  u p o n  ch eap

sy n th e tic  shoes. A  few  
y e a rs  ag o  a t T h e  S m all 
P re ss  E x p o  I n o tic e d  
Je sse  R e k la w ’s (C o n ­
c a v e  U p )  b o o ts  a n d  
a sk ed  h im  ab o u t them . 
T h e y  w ere  from  V eg­
e ta r ia n  S h o e s . I h ad



c o v e te d  a  p a ir  since . I d ec id ed  th a t i f  I w ere  g o in g  all th e  w ay  to  
E n g la n d , m y  o n e  a c t o f  d e cad e n ce  w o u ld  be  a  n ew  p a ir  o f  d ecen t 
shoes. O n e  p a ir  tu rn ed  in to  tw o  p a ir— o o p s, so  m u ch  fo r se lf-co n tro l. 
I g o t a  p a ir  o f  n o n - le a th e r  D oc M a rten s  C o p p a  sh o e s an d  a  p a ir  o f  
V ege ta rian  S h o e s ’ D e rb y  b lack  b oo ts. T h e  D o cs  w ere  so  co m fo rtab le  
th a t I ’v e  w o rn  th e m  a lm o st ev e ry d a y  sin c e  I b o u g h t th em . Y ou can  
req u est a  ca ta lo g  from  V e g e ta r ia n  S h o e s , 12 G a r d n e r  S t., B r ig h to n , 
E a s t  S u s s e x  U K  B N  1 1 U P ;  0 1 2 7 3  6 9 1 9 1 3 ;
i n f o r m a t i o n @ v e g e t a r i a n - s h o e s . c o . u k ;  < w w w .v e g e t a r i a n -  
sh o e s .c o .u k > . I f  y o u  a re  in th e  U S  y o u  can  a lso  o rd e r  fro m  P angea: 
P a n g e a , 78 2 9  W o o d m o n t A ve., B c th e sd a , M D ; (3 0 1 ) 6 5 2 -3 1 8 1 ; 
P a n g e a V e g @ a o l.c o m ; < w w w .v e g a n s to re .c o m > .

B rig h to n  is e s se n tia lly  v eg e ta rian  u top ia . T h ere  w ere  m o re  v e g ­
e ta rian  re s tau ran ts  th an  I co u ld  count. A fte r  m y  sh o e  sp ree , P a trick  
and  I en d ed  up a t T h e  N ew  K en sin g to n  p u b  fo r b reak fast/lu n ch . It is 
an  a ll-v e g e ta ria n  pub . I n e v e r e x p ec ted  to  ea t a  fu ll, trad itio n a l E n ­
g lish  b reak fas t, w h ic h  is b as ica lly  th e  an tith es is  o f  all th in g s  v egan . 
F o r  ju s t  £ 2 .8 0  (a b o u t $5 ) I h ad  “ sa u sa g e s ,”  h ash  b ro w n s, b ean s , toas t, 
m u sh ro o m s, and  to m a to es . I a lso  o rd e re d  a s id e  o f  ch ip  (fries) and  
d ro w n ed  th em  w ith  sa lt and  m a lt v inegar. It w as o n e  o f  th e  b e s t m eals 
1 h ad  on  th e  trip . A fte r  b reak fas t, I m oved  to the  b a r  an d  o rd e re d  a 
v egan  cap p u cc in o  (£ 1 ) o f f  the  b lack b o ard . It w as p erfec t. I f  y o u  are  
e v e r  in th e  area , 1 e n c o u rag e  y o u  to  go  to  T h e  N ew  K en sin g to n  pub. 
2 V ’s V eg an  a n d  V e g e ta r ia n  C a fe , K e n s in g to n  G a r d e n s ,  N o r th  
L a n e s , B r ig h to n ;  0 1 2 7 3  6 8 1 9 0 7 ; lo u is a @ s lip ja m .f re e s e rv e .c o .u k .

A lth o u g h  it is n ’t g o in g  to  be  h e lp fu l to  o th e r  trav e le rs  to  th e  area ,
I feel I sh o u ld  c red it E rica  (G irlfren zy ) an d  F iona , o u r ho sts  in the  
B rig h to n -H o v e  area , fo r o n e  o f  th e  m o st d e lic io u s  m ea ls  o f  th e  trip . 
T h e y  a m azed  us b y  w h ip p in g  a  b u n ch  o f  nu ts , v eg e tab le s , fru its , and

to fu  in to  a  feas t b e fo re  o u r v e ry  
ey es , e v e n  i f  th e y  d id  try  and  
sh am e us in to  e a tin g  B ru sse ls  
sp ro u ts . T h e y  a lso  sh a tte red  the 
m y th  th a t  w e  w e re  f o rm in g  
a b o u t th e  la c k  o f  f la v o r  a n d  
sp ice  in  E n g la n d  foods.

T h e  n e x t ev en in g  w e found  
o u rse lv e s  in H as tin g s  lo o k in g  
fo r  a  frien d  o f  a  friend . A fte r  ar­
r iv in g  a t h e r  h o u se , L ady  
Jan  to o k  u s  o u t fo r d in ­

ner. W e f in a lly  lo ca ted  an  Ind ian  re s ta u ra n t th a t w a s  open . T h e  se rv e r  
w as v e ry  h e lp fu l. A fte r  w e  o rd e re d  he  cam e  o u t o f  th e  k itch en  to  le t us 
k n o w  th a t c ream  w as u se d  in th e  p rep a ra tio n  o f  o n e  d ish , an d  w o u ld  
w e lik e  to  se lec t so m e th in g  e lse . L e ttin g  y o u r  se rv ers  k n o w  w h a t you  
do  n o t ea t an d  a sk in g  q u es tio n s  seem  to  b e  th e  eas ie s t m eth o d s.

W e c o n tin u ed  a lo n g  th e  so u th  co as t to  D over. W h ile  w an d erin g  
a ro u n d  D o v e r  I fo u n d  H o llan d  an d  B arre tt, a  h ea lth  food  sto re , and  
b o u g h t so m e  C h e a tin ’ B a rb ecu e  B ites, m ad e  w ith  w h ea t an d  so y a  p ro ­
te in . T h is  w a s  fo rtu ito u s  b ecau se  it w o u ld  b e  th a t last fo o d  o f  su b ­
s ta n ce  th a t I w o u ld  h av e  fo r  q u ite  so m e  tim e . O n  a  w h im  w e d ec id ed  
to  tak e  th e  fe rry  to  F ra n ce  fo r a  few  h o u rs, ju s t  b e cau se  w e  cou ld .

I f  I h av e  o n e  m o rse l o f  ad v ice  it is to  w arn  y o u  th a t a b ad  F ren ch  
a c c e n t w ill n o t h e lp  y o u  i f  y o u  are  a  s ta rv in g  v eg e ta rian  in  C a la is , 
F ran ce  a t 9 p m  on  a  T u esd ay  n ig h t in January . T w o d ay s  a f te r  th e  veg - 
p a rad ise  o f  B rig h to n  w e  fo u n d  o u rse lv es  in th e  veg -h e ll o f  F rance . 
W e w a n d e re d  up  an d  d o w n  R u e  R o y a le  lo o k in g  a t m enus. D eep -fried  
(u n sp ec if ied )  m e a t, in te rn a l o rg an s, an d  v ario u s  cu te  an im a ls  w ere  
th e  s ta n d a rd  on  th e  m enus. W e e v en tu a lly  en d ed  u p  a t C a fe  de  P aris, 
w h ere  I w o u ld  u n su c c e ss fu lly  a ttem p t to  co n v ey  th e  idea  o f  v e g a n ­
ism . I th o u g h t se ttlin g  fo r a  “ g reen  sa lad ”  w o u ld  be  sa fe . It cam e  w ith  
g reen  b e a n s  an d  b e a n s  m ix ed  w ith  m ay o n n a ise , w h ite  sq u ig g ly  th in g s 
in m ay o n n a ise , a  few  lea fs , an d  beets . I h a te  beets . I d o n ’t  sp e ak  a 
w o rd  o f  F re n ch , as id e  fro m  “ fro m ag e ,”  a  w o rd  I lea rn ed  10 m in u tes  
b e fo re  fro m  re a d in g  all th e  m en u s. I f  an y o n e  k n o w s o f  a  g o o d  u n iv e r­
sa l h an d  g es tu re  fo r m ilk  th a t w o n ’t g e t m e th ro w n  o u t o f  a  re stau ran t, 
p lease  let m e  know . I e v en tu a lly  c o n v in ced  o u r  w aiter, D ave, th a t I 
ju s t  w a n te d  g reen s  w ith  v inegar. W h a t I g o t w ere  g reen s  d ren ch ed  in 
so m e fo rm  o f  to x ic  F re n ch  v inegar. I sh u t up  an d  a te  th em  fee lin g  m y 
s to m ac h  p ick led . I w ill lea rn  to  b rin g  th e  V egan  P assp o rt (a v a ila b le  in 
th e  U S  fro m  T h e  A m erican  V egan S ocie ty , P O  B ox  H , 56  D in sa h  
L ane, M a lag a , N J 0 8 3 2 8 ; (6 0 9 ) 6 9 4 -2 8 8 7 ) o r  S p eak in g  V egetarian  
(IS B N  0 -8 7 5 7 6 -2 2 2 -0 , P ilo t B o o k s) w ith  m e w h en  I trav e l in fu tu re , 
as I n e v e r  k n o w  w h ere  I ’ll en d  up.

W e sp e n t th e  n ex t d ay  d riv in g  n o rth  to w a rd  S co tlan d , ea tin g  a t 
g as s ta tio n s  a n d  tru c k  stops . B y  th e  tim e  w e  reach ed  W hitby , I w as 
d e te rm in ed  to  h av e  h o t, ed ib le  food . W e fo u n d  a  g u est h o u se  a  few  
b lo ck s  fro m  th e  N o rth  S ea th a t w as  o p en  an d  ren ted  a  ro o m  fo r  th e  
n ig h t fo r £15 a  p e rso n . T h e  g en tlem an  a t th e  g u e s t h o u se  ask ed  m e 
w h a t I w an ted  fo r  b reak fast. I to ld  h im  I w as  v eg e ta rian , an d  n o t to 
w o rry  ab o u t it. H e a sk ed  i f  an  o m e le t w o u ld  b e  okay. I to ld  h im  I w as 
v eg an , an d  th a t I k n ew  it w as sh o rt n o tice  an d  sa id  I ’d  b e  fin e  w ith  
ju s t  ju ic e  an d  toast. W e found  a lau n d ro m at an d  g ro ce ry  sto re . D inner 
th a t n ig h t w a s  a  re p a s t p ro v id e d  b y  Safew ay . T h e re  w as a  m ic ro w av e  
in th e  h a llw ay  a t the  bed  an d  b reak fas t, so  w e  g o t so m e read y -m a d e  
S afew ay  P i la f  R ice  an d  S p icy  P o ta to  W edges. It m ig h t hav e  been  the
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hunger, bu t th ey  w ere  ex cep tio n a lly  filling  an d  tasty . I f  y o u  a re  stay ­
ing a t a bed  and  b reak fast, ch eck  and  see  i f  y o u  can  do  so m e o f  y o u r 
ow n  co o k in g , it m ig h t m ak e  ea tin g  easier.

T he n ex t m o rn in g  w e  w en t d o w n sta irs  fo r co ffe e  an d  m uch  to 
o u r d e lig h t w e found  fresh  fru it, P ro v am el Y ofu (a  so y  y o g u rt), toast, 
co ffee , and  ju ic e . I w as v e ry  im p re ssed  th a t w ith  n o  ad v an ce d  w a rn ­
ing  th e  o w n ers  fo u n d  so y  y o g u rt in b e tw een  o u r a rriv a l a t  6 p .m . and  
o u r ap p e a ra n c e  in th e  d in in g  ro o m  at 9  a .m . T h e  g en tlem an  from  the  
n ig h t b e fo re  cam e  in to  c h eck  an d  m ak e  su re  ev e ry th in g  w as sa tis fac ­
tory. H e  sa id  th ey  h ad  o n ly  b e e n  op en  fo r  a  few  m o n th s. H e a sk ed  m e 
ab o u t v eg e ta rian ism  an d  v e g an ism  an d  w h a t th ey  m ig h t w an t to  have 
on hand  fo r o th e r  v egans. I g av e  h im  so m e in fo rm atio n  I had  w ith  m e 
an d  th an k ed  h im  ag a in  fo r  g o in g  o u t o f  h is  w ay  fo r  us. T h is  is a  go o d  
lesson  fo r  th o se  v eg e ta rian s  am o n g  us - m an y  p eo p le  a re  in te rested  in 
lea rn in g  m o re , so  tak e  th e  tim e  to  h e lp  c rea te  ch a n g e  w h en  y o u  are 
g iv en  th e  ch an ce . I ho p e  h e  g e ts  m o re  an d  m o re  v e g e ta ria n  g u ests , 
and  th e y  find  th e  h o sp ita lity  as c h a rm in g  as 1 d id . I f  y o u  h ap p en  to  be 
p assin g  th ro u g h  W h itb y  co n s id e r  s tay in g  a t th e  A ld e r s m ith  G u e s t  
H o u se , 24 C re s c e n t  A ve., W h itb y , N o r th  Y o rk sh ire , Y 0 2 1  3 E D ; 
0 1 9 4 7  60 2 9 1 9 .

W e a rriv ed  in E d in b u rg h , S co tlan d  in n ex t n igh t. A fte r  c h eck in g  
in to  a ho tel w e  w e n t in search  o f  d inner. I h ad  re a d  ab o u t B lack  B o ’s, 
w h ich  h ap p en ed  to  be located  nearby , so  w e  w a lk ed  there . T h e  deep  
fried ch ili to fu  ba lls  and  p o ta to  leek  so u p  w ere  tasty , b u t I w as 
a lm o st to o  tired  to  eat. W hile  on  th e  ex p en s iv e  s id e  (£26  fo r 
tw o ), it w as q u ie t, p leasan t and  m o st im portan tly , n o t a bag  o f  
ch ips . B la c k  B o ’s , 57-61 B la c k f r ia r s  S t.,  E d in b u r g h  EH 1 
1N B ; 0131 557  6136 .

W e sp e n t th e  n e x t d ay  w an d e rin g  a ro u n d  th e  lovely , o m i­
no u s city . O n e  a sp ec t o f  B ritish  d in in g  I e n jo y e d  th e  m o st w as 
th e  p ro life ra tio n  o f  b ak ed  p o ta to  shops . T h ey  u su a lly  o ffe r  se v ­
eral d iffe ren t v eg e ta rian  to p p in g s. T h a t a f te rn o o n , I h ap p en ed  
to  hav e  a c o n ta in e r  o f  h u m m u s w ith  m e th a t I h ad  b o u g h t ea r­
lier. I d ec id ed  to  g iv e  a h u m m u s to p p ed  b ak ed  p o ta to  a  try  an d  it 
w as a  d e lic io u s  d iscovery . T h e  b ak ed  p o ta to  sho p s o ffe red  a  
ch eap , ea sy  an d  f illin g  m eal.

W e d ro v e  to  G lasg o w  th a t n ig h t a n d  ex p lo red  th e  c ity  the  
nex t day. F o r the  last y e a r  I had  read  ab o u t T h e  13lh N o te , an  all 
veg an  restau ran t in G lasgow . I w as an x io u s  to  see  w h a t all the 
fuss w as abou t. T h e re  is n o th in g  as sa tis fy in g  fo r a  v eg an  than  
to w a lk  in to  a re s tau ran t an d  be  ab le  to  ch o o se  a n y th in g  you  
w an t, in stead  o f  try in g  to  f ig u re  o u t w h a t th ree  d ish e s  on the 
m en u  m ig h t be  vegan . P a trick  had  a T hai cu rry  and  I tried  the  
“ C ream  C h e e se ” S p in ach  D u m p lin g s . B oth  w ere  g rea t, and  
P atrick , a fry  c o n n o is se u r  sa id  th e ir  “ sp ic ey ”  ch ip s w e re  the  
b es t he  had  on  th e  tr ip . T h e  c o ffe e , c o m p le te  w ith  fro th ed  
so y m ilk , w as so g o o d  th a t I had  tw o  cup s . T h is  all cam e  to 
£15 .60 . O n e  o th e r  in te restin g  fea tu re  w as the  d eb a te  be tw een  
co m m u n ism  an d  c ap ita lism  th a t rag ed  on th e  b a th ro o m  w alls  
(a t leas t th e  m e n ’s ro o m , acco rd in g  to  P atrick ). I f  y o u  g o , you  
m ig h t a lso  w an t to  c h eck  o u t th e  fab u lo u s b o o k sto re  a c ro ss  the  
stree t from  th e  13lh N o te  - P u lp  F ic tion . 13,h N o te , 5 0 -6 0  K in g  
S t r e e t ,  G la s g o w  G 1 5 Q T  S c o t l a n d ;  0 1 4 1  5 5 3  1 6 3 8 ; 
< w w w . 13 th  n o te .c o m > .

T i p s ,  R e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  A d v i c e

L o d g in g : W e had  sp e n t th e  firs t h a lf  o f  th e  trip  s ta y in g  w ith  
frien d s an d  frien d s o f  frien d s , a ll o f  w h o m  w ere  v eg e ta rian , so 
th a t p a rt w as  easy. M a n y  o f  th e  p laces  w e  trav e led  to  w ere  by  
the  se as id e , an d  th u s to u ris t tow ns. H o w ev er, it w as Ja n u a ry  
and  m an y  o f  the  bed and  b reak fas ts  w ere  c lo sed  fo r th e  m onth .
T h ere  are  m an y  a ll-v eg e ta ria n  B & B ’s th a t so u n d e d  lo v e ly  in

m y  g u id es , bu t I w a s n ’t ab le  to  ch eck  th e m  ou t. I f  y o u  are  cap ab le  o f  
m ak in g  p lan s in a d v an ce  (w h ich  I ap p a re n tly  am  no t), call ah ead  to 
g u a ran tee  th e  B & B can  c a te r  to  you . It se em s m an y  are  v eg e ta rian  o r 
a t leas t veg -frien d ly . W e a rriv ed  in to  so m e  c itie s  ra th e r  la te  an d  re lied  
on  th e  ho tel re s tau ran ts . E ith e r  th ey  w ere  acco m m o d a tin g  o r 1 w as 
to o  w eary  to  ca re  I w as e a tin g  a n o th e r  b a k ed  p o ta to .

O n  th e  ro a d :  T h e re  w e re  bas ic  v e g e ta r ia n  ju n k  foo d s a t tru ck  
sto p s an d  m o to rw a y  rest a reas . W e d isc o v e re d  P h ilia s  F o g g  to rtilla  
ch ip s and p ro b ab ly  ate o u r w ay  th rough  a case. I f  an y o n e  k n ow s w h ere  
to  g e t th em  in th e  U S , p lease  le t m e  know . I d id  fin d  so m e  p re -p a c k ­
ag ed  foo d s a t th e  rest a reas th a t su rp rise d  m e. T h e  Taste o f  th e  E a s t  
S e lec tio n  P a c k  ca m e  w ith  2 on io n  b h a jis , 2 v eg e tab le  sa m o sas , an d  2 
v eg e tab le  pak o ras. I t ca rr ie d  th e  V eg e ta rian  S o c ie ty  sy m b o l. W h ile  
g reasy , it w a s n ’t  bad.

I n o ticed  m an y  p ack ag e d  foo d s w ith  a  g reen  c irc le  an d  w h ite  V  
w ith  the  tex t “ap p ro v ed  b y  the  V egetarian  S o c ie ty ” on them . I ask ed  
Jo h n  D av is o f  T h e  V egetarian  S o c ie ty  o f  th e  U n ited  K in g d o m  and  
T h e  In te rn a tio n a l V egetarian  U n io n  to  ex p la in  ab o u t th e  labeling :

T here is no  s t r ic t  le g a l  defin itio n , b u t w e h av e  T rad in g  S ta n ­
d a rd s  O ffices in ev e ry  p a r t  o f  th e  c o u n try  w ho c a n  p ro se c u te  an y o n e  
u s in g  a  f a l s e  la b e l  o n  a n y  p ro d u c t. O u r  lo c a l  office to ld  m e they  w o u ld



c o n s id e r  th a t  la b e lin g  so m e th in g  c o n ta in in g  f is h  a s  v e g e ta r ia n  w o u ld  
b e  illegal, b u t it g e ts  m o re  d ifficu lt w hen it co m es do w n  to rennet, f r e e  
r a n g e  eggs, etc.

The m o st u se d  sy m b o l is th e  V egetarian  S o c ie ty  s  t r a d e m a rk  (see  
h ttp ://w w w .vegsoc .o rg /business) w hich  is licen sed  f o r  o v e r  2 0 0 0 p ro d ­
u c ts  a n d  is le g a lly  p ro te c te d . I t  a llo w s f o r  o v o -lac to  p ro d u c ts  b u t no  
b a tte ry  eggs, f r e e  r a n g e  only.

A p a r t  f ro m  th a t  a n y o n e  c a n  p u t  o n  a  la b e l  say ing , ‘su ita b le  f o r  
v e g e ta r ia n s  ’ b u t th e re  a r e  no  g u a ra n te e s  o th e r  th a n  T rad in g  S ta n ­
d a rd s  O ffices. I t  is ve ry  com m on p r a c t ic e  a s  th e re  is su c h  a  h ig h  p e r ­
c e n ta g e  o f  sh o p p e rs  lo o k in g  f o r  v e g e ta r ia n  p ro d u c ts  - a l l  th e  su p e r ­
m ark e ts  h a v e  th e ir  ow n  V s ig n s  a n d  th ey  a r e  u su a lly  re liab le , m o st o f  
them  co p y  VegSoc s  d efin itio n s  very  closely. ‘S u ita b le  f o r  v e g a n s ' is 
s t i l l  re la tiv e ly  ra re , a n d  w ill a lm o s t c e r ta in ly  b e  g e n u in e  - The Vegan 
S o c ie ty  licen ces  its  lo g o  too.

D ifficu ltie s : T here  m ig h t be an im al fats in b reads and pies. A lso  check  
cand ies, as ge la tin (e ) is a co m m o n  ingred ien t. S om e ch ip s (fries) m igh t 
b e  co o k ed  in an im a l fat, so  y o u ’ll w a n t to  check .

T h ere  are  d iffe ren t w o rd s  fo r d iffe ren t fo o d  in g red ien ts  ac ro ss 
th e  w o rld . In  E u ro p e , so m e  fo o d  in g red ien ts  are  
n o te d  as “ E ” n u m b ers . T h e  o n es  to  d efin ite ly  
av o id  inc lude:

E l 20  - co ch in ea l (red  fo o d  co lo rin g  m ad e  from  
c ru sh ed  bee tles)
E 542  - ed ib le  b o n e  p h o sp h a te  
E 6 3 1 - so d iu m  5 '- in o sin a te  
E901 - b eesw ax  
E 904  - she llac
E 920  - L -cy s te in e  h y d ro ch lo rid e

In  ad d itio n , th e  fo llo w in g  “ E ”  n u m b ers  m ay  be 
an im al derived : 101, 101a, 153, 20 3 , 21 3 , 227 , 

2 7 0 ,2 8 2 ,3 0 2 ,3 2 2 ,  
3 2 5 ,3 2 6 ,3 2 7 ,3 3 3 , 
3 4 1 a , 3 4 1 b , 341 c , 
4 0 4 ,4 2 2 ,4 3 0 ,4 3 1 ,  
4 3 2 ,4 3 3 ,4 3 4 ,4 3 5 ,  
4 3 6 ,  4 7 0 ,  4 7 1 ,  
4 7 2 a , 4 7 2 b , 4 7 2 c , 
4 7 2 d ,  4 7 2 e ,  4 7 3 , 
4 7 4 ,4 7 5 ,4 7 6 ,4 7 7 ,  
4 7 8 ,4 8 1 ,4 8 2 ,4 8 3 ,  
4 9 1 ,4 9 2 ,4 9 3 ,4 9 4 ,  
4 9 5 ,5 7 0 ,5 7 2 ,  627, 
and  635.
To re a d  m o re  g o  

to : < w w w .iv u .o rg / 
faq /food .h tm l>. F or 
in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t 
fo o d  in g red ien ts  in 
th e  U S y o u  can  or­
d e r  a  c o p y  o f  th e  
G u id e  to  F o o d  I n ­
g re d ie n ts  fro m  T h e  
V e g e ta r ia n  R e ­
so u rc e  G ro u p  (see  
b e lo w ).

I f  y o u  h a v e  
In te rn e t  a c c e s s  o r  
can  use  a co m p u te r

at y o u r  lo ca l lib ra ry , o n e  o f  th e  b es t re so u rces  fo r v eg e ta rian s  is T he 
In te rn a tio n a l V ege ta rian  U n io n  w eb s ite  (< w w w .iv u .o rg > ). T h e  G lo ­
bal D irec to ry  lists  w eb s ite s  and  co n tac t in fo rm atio n  fo r  v eg e ta rian  
g ro u p s a ro u n d  the  w orld . M any  o f  th e  w eb s ite s  co n ta in  re stau ran t 
lists  and  ad d itio n a l in fo rm atio n  th a t m ig h t be  very  u se fu l. T h e re  are  
a lso  lin k s to  trav e l b u lle tin  b o ard s w h ere  y o u  co u ld  p o st y o u r  q u es­
tio n s  an d  con cern s .

O th e r g o o d  w eb s ites  fo r restau ran ts  inc lude  < w w w .v eg ea ts .co m >  
an d  < w w w .v eg d in in g .co m > . < w w w .v eg e a ts .co m >  has a g rea t search  
fea tu re  an d  I ’m  a lw ay s  fin d in g  n ew  in fo rm atio n .

R e so u rc e s :
B o oks
V iva! G u id e  to  V e g e ta r ia n  B r ig h to n  B y  Jo  L acey
V iv a ! 12 Q u e e n  S q u a re ,  B r ig h to n  B N 1 3 F D , 0 1 2 7 3  7 7 7 6 8 8 ,
in fo @ v iv a .o rg .u k , < w w w .v iv a .o rg .u k >
L is ts  h o te ls , p laces  to  ea t, an d  shops.

V e g e ta r ia n  L o n d o n , B y  A lex  B ourke  an d  Paul G aynor, an d  V eg­
e ta r i a n  B r i ta in ,  B y A lex  B ourke  and  A lan  Todd 
B oth  by  V egetarian  G u id es  L td ., 8 T itian  H ouse , 18 N assau  S treet, 
L o n d o n  W I N  5 R E , E n g la n d ,  T e l + 4 4 - 2 0 - 7 5 8 0  8 4 5 8 , 
< w w w .v eg e ta rian g u id es .co .u k > , in fo @ v e g e ta rian g u id es .co .u k  
T hey  are  cu rre n tly  w o rk in g  on  V egetarian  E urope.

S c o tla n d  th e  G re e n  b y  Ja ck ie  R ed d in g
P o ssib ly  o u t o f  p rin t. T h is  w a s  a  friend ly , h e lp fu l g u id e  to  fo o d  and  
lo d g in g  in  S co tland .

W ebsites an d  O rg an iza tio n s
T h e  V e g e t a r i a n  S o c i e t y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  K in g d o m
P ark d a le , D u n h am  R oad , A ltr in c h a m , C h e sh ire  W A 14 4Q G  ,0 1 6 1  
925 2 0 0 0 , in fo @ v e g so c .o rg  , < w w w .v eg so c .o rg >
F o u n d ed  in 1847, it is c o n s id e red  th e  o ld es t v eg e ta rian  o rg an iza tio n  
in the  w orld .

T h e  I n te r n a t io n a l  V e g e ta r ia n  U n io n
< w w w .iv u .o rg > , A  g lo b a l d ire c to ry  o f  v eg e ta rian  g ro u p s , co n tac ts , 
h isto ry , an d  in fo rm atio n .

T h e  V egan  S o c ie ty
D onald  W atson  H o u se , 7 B a ttle  R o ad , S t L eo n a rd s -o n -S e a , E ast S u s­
s e x ,  T N 3 7  7 A A , 1 4 2 4  4 2 7 3 9 3  , i n f o @ v e g a n s o c i e ty .c o m ,  
< w w w .v eg a n so c ie ty .co m > , V egan g ro u p  in th e  U K , fo u n d ed  in 1944.

V iva!
12 Q u e e n  S q u a r e ,  B r ig h to n ,  B N  1 3 F D , 0 1 2 7 3  7 7 7 6 8 8 ,  
in fo @ v iv a .o rg .u k , < w w w .v iv a .o rg .u k > , P u b lish ers  o f  V iv a lL IF E , a 
m ag az in e .

V egan  V illag e
< w w w .v eg a n v illag e .co .u k > , R estau ran ts , shops , an d  lo d g in g  in the  
U K

T h e  V e g e ta r ia n  R e so u rc e  G r o u p
P O  B ox  1463, B a ltim o re , M D  2 1 2 0 3 , < w w w .v rg .o rg > , v rg @ v rg .o rg  
V R G  ca rr ie s  severa l travel g u id es and  can  p o in t you  to  so u rces fo r 
o th ers  y o u  m ig h t need . I f  y o u  hav e  an y  o th e r  trav e l q u es tio n s , w rite  
V R G  an d  p e rh ap s  I can  help .

http://www.ivu.org/faq/food.html
http://www.ivu.org/faq/food.html


A n  A t y p i c a l  R i d e

T h r o u g h  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y

w i t h  F r e d  A r g o f f

W h en  y o u  u tte r  th e  te rm s “N ew  Y ork”  an d  “ sub- 
1 w a y ” in th e  sa m e se n ten ce , th e re  a re  a w h o le  ra n g e  o f  

im a g e s  th a t  le a p  in to  y o u r  h e a d .  T h e  c o n c e p t  o f  
s ig h tsee in g  isn ’t  u su a lly  o n e  o f  th em , b u t y o u ’d  b e  m iss ­
in g  o u t on  a  ch an ce  to  g e t a lo o k  a t th is  c ity  th a t v e ry  few  
o f  the  m illio n s  o f  to u ris ts  w h o  co m e here an n u a lly  g e t to 
ex p erien ce .

B y  w ay  o f  e x p lan a tio n , th e  in s is ten t u se  o f  th e  w o rd  
“ su b w ay ” isn ’t a lw ay s  tech n ica lly  co rrec t. T h e re  a re  se v ­
eral lin es a ro u n d  to w n  th a t a re , in  fac t, e lev a ted  (a ro u n d  
here , w e call them  “e ls ,” as o p p o se d  to  C h ica g o an s , w ho  
re fe r  to  th e ir  a b o v e  g ro u n d  lines as th e  “ L ” ). A ll c lea r  
n o w ?  V ery g ood ; ju s t  let m e  se t th e  stage , an d  w e c a n  be  
o f f  on  o u r ad v en tu re .

I ’m  in v itin g  you  a lo n g  fo r a r id e  on  o n e  o f  th e  o ld es t 
e ls still ru n n in g  in N e w  Y ork. In  M a n h attan , th e  lin e  is 
k n o w n  as th e  N a ssa u  S tree t su b w ay ; in B ro o k ly n , i t ’s th e  
B ro ad w ay  el; an d  fo r re sid en ts  o f  th e  b o ro u g h  o f  Q u een s , 
th e  Ja m a ic a  el. O ffic ia lly , h o w ev er, on  th e  c ity  su b w ay  
m ap , y o u ’ll fin d  it lis ted  a s  th e  J tra in . W e’ll s ta rt o u r  trip  
a t th e  Ja m a ica , Q u een s  te rm in u s— th a t’s a  su b w ay  sta tio n , 
b u t i f  y o u  ca tch  a  tra in  a t its  s ta rtin g  p o in t, y o u  h a v e  th e  
b es t ch an ce  o f  g e ttin g  th e  fav o re d  sp o t a t th e  fro n t o f  the  
firs t car. T h a t m ean s y o u  h av e  th e  fa sc in a tin g  (o ften  b o rd e rin g  on  h y p n o tic )  v iew  
from  th e  f ro n t-fa c in g  w indow .

T h e  firs t tw o  sto p s o n  th e  lin e  a re  b o th  u n d e rg ro u n d , an d  ac tu a lly  tw o  o f  th e  
n ew es t s ta tio n s  in th e  city , h av in g  o p en ed  fo r se rv ic e  a t th e  en d  o f  1988. O u t o f  th e  
S u tp h in  B o u lev a rd  s ta tio n , th o u g h , w e  see  a  lig h t u p  ah ead  (1 ) and  b eg in  o u r  a scen t 
to  th e  e lev a ted  p a rt o f  th e  lin e  (2). T h e  o rig in a l el in  th is  p a rt o f  to w n  firs t w e n t in to  
se rv ice  in 1888, so  w h en  y o u  tak e  th e  J tra in , y o u ’re  co n fro n tin g  a lo t o f  h isto ry .

M uch  o f  th is  line is b u ilt a lo n g  a  s ta n d a rd  p a tte rn : th e re  a re  tw o  p la tfo rm s on  
o p p o site  s id e s o f  the  track s (3). K eep  y o u r  e y es  p ee led  fo r the  c ro sso v e r track s oat 
111th S tree t s ta tio n — th a t’s a  b la s t fro m  th e  past! T h e  o ld  L ex in g to n  A v enue el, 
w h ich  m ad e  its las t run  in th e  au tu m n  o f  1950, u se d  th a t c ro sso v e r at th e  en d  o f  its 
ru sh -h o u r ru m b le  ac ro ss to w n .

E ld e rts  L an e  s ta tio n  m ark s  th e  b o rd e r  b e tw e e n  Q u een s  and  B ro o k ly n . Ju s t as 
o u r tra in  p u lls  in to  th e  sta tion , w e ’v e  c ro ssed  th e  (u n m ark ed ) line an d  en te red  B ro o k ­
lyn . T he n ex t s to p  is C y p ress H ills , w h ere  w e ’re  ab o u t to  e x p e rien ce  o n e  o f  the  

4  m o st fa sc in a tin g  p a rts  o f  th e  trip . Ju s t o u t o f  th is  s ta tio n , the  J m ak es tw o  c o n se c u ­
tiv e  9 0 -d eg re e  tu rn s (4 , 5)— o n e  to  th e  left, fo llo w ed  b y  o n e  to  th e  rig h t. A s w e 
ro u n d  th e  se co n d  tu rn  fo r a rriv a l a t c re sc e n t s tree t, ch eck  o u t th e  h o u se  s ta n d in g  
r ig h t b y  th e  track s. It m u st be  hard  g e ttin g  a  fu ll n ig h t’s sleep  fro m  th a t b ed room !

O ut o f  A lab am a A venue sta tion , th e re ’s an o th er n ice , sc reech ing  tu rn  as the  tracks 
p ick  up B roadw ay, B rooklyn  an d  w e  arrive  a t E astern  Parkw ay. T h is  is one  o f  the  m ost 
in trica te  e lev a ted  co m p lex es e v e r  constru c ted  (6 ) an d , as it happens, the  on ly  rem a in ­
ing p lace  in N ew  Y ork C ity  w here  you  can  tran sfe r b e tw een  tw o  e levated  lines; as w e 
approach  the s ta tion , you  can  see  the tracks righ t o v e rh ead  that carry  th e  C an ars ie  line 
(d esignated  as the  L train). T h e re ’s a lso  a subw ay  line runn ing  below  g round  here— it 
rep laced  the  o rig ina l Fulton  S treet el a t the en d  o f  th e  1930s.

T h e  J n o w  ru n s  in a  s tra ig h t line fo r th e  re s t o f  th e  w ay  ac ro ss B ro o k ly n . O u r 
p a rticu la r  tra in  is sc h ed u le  to  m ak e  the  run  as an  e x p ress , an d  so  th e re ’s a b r ie f  lu rch  
to  th e  left as w e c ro ss o v e r  to  th e  c e n te r  track . O n  o u r ap p ro ach  to  M y rtle  A venue 
(7 ), th e re ’s m o re  e v id en ce  o f  th e  sy s te m ’s h isto ry : ju s t  ab o v e  the  track s  s its  a  re- 

6  m a in in g  sp u r  th a t u se d  to  ca rry  the  M y rtle  A venue e l— th e  lin e  w en t o u t o f  se rv ice



to w ard  the  e n d  o f  1969. T h e  M yrtle  A v en u e /B ro ad w ay  s ta tio n  has recen tly  been  
sp iffed  up w ith  the  ad d itio n  o f  so m e  sta in ed  g la ss  p an e ls . O n  a  su n n y  day, th e y ’re 
im p o ss ib le  to  tak e  y o u r  ey es off!

Z ip p in g  th ro u g h  the  local s ta tio n  on th is p art o f  th e  line (8 ), w e  co m e  to  M a rcy  
A v en u e , th e  la s t s to p  in  B ro o k ly n . A t th e  en d  o f  th e  19th cen tu ry , b e fo re  th e  
W illiam sb u rg  B ridge  w as bu ilt, th is  line ran s tra ig h t to  a te rm in u s at the  E ast R iver. 
A fte r  the  b rid g e  o p en ed  in 1903, the  r iv e r  te rm in a l sta tion  b ecam e  a  sp u r line, as 
m o st traffic  co u ld  th en  run  d irec tly  in to  M an h attan . T h e  sp u r line w as c lo sed  and  
d em o lish ed  ju s t  b e fo re  W orld W ar II, an d  now , o u r tra in  veers  to  the  righ t (9 ) as w e 
a d v an ce  to  th e  b ridge .

C ro ss in g  th e  W illiam sb u rg  B ridge  is a slow , ru m b lin g  a ffa ir  (1 0 ), th o u g h  the  
v iew  is incred ib le . N e w  Y ork d o e sn ’t hav e  r iv e rs  so  w id e  y o u  c a n ’t see  the  o th er 
side ; n o r do e s it hav e  m o u n ta in s  th a t reach  up  to  k iss  the  sky. W h a t it d o es have  is a 
c ity scap e  th a t’s p re tty  w ell u n m atched . P erhaps th a t 's  ju s t  m e as a  na tive  N ew  Y orker 
ta lk in g , b u t co m e  h ere  an d  see  fo r y o u rse lf , and  tell m e i f  I ’m  w rong .

A s w e  reach  the  M a n h attan  side  o f  th e  river, o u r  e lev a ted  jo u rn e y  co m es to  an 
en d  as the  J lin e  d escen d s  be lo w  g ro u n d  (11). T h a t d o e s n ’t m ean  o u r s ig h tsee in g  trip  
is th ro u g h . Ju s t as w e e n te r  the  tu n n e l, i f  y o u  g lan ce  to  the  left y o u ’ll be  ab le  to  m ake 
o u t a hug e , em p ty  space . O n ce  upo n  a tim e , th a t w as a  te rm in a l fo r all the  tro lley  lies 
se rv in g  th is  p art o f  M anhattan .

I f  y o u  ride the  J tra in  to  its B road  S tree t te rm in u s , y o u ’ll pass  th ro u g h  severa l 
s ta tio n s th a t m ak e  th e  trip  w orth  y o u r  w h ile . T h e re ’s B o w ery  s ta tio n — a s tro n g  c o n ­
te n d e r  fo r th e  title  “ L east U sed  S ta tion  In T h e  C ity ” . T h e re ’s C h a m b e rs  S tree t, w ith  
its u n u su a lly  h ig h  ce ilin g  an d  an ab so lu te  fo res t o f  sq u a re -ish , tiled  co lu m n s. A n d  
th e re ’s F u lton  S tree t, w h ere  fo u r d iffe ren t su b w ay  lines co n v erg e . T h e re  are  en o u g h  
ram p s, tu n n e ls , and  sta ircases  at F u lton  S tre e t to  c h a llen g e  ev en  th e  m o st ja d e d  
tran sit buff.

N ow , I a sk  you : has th is  been  w o n d erfu l, o r  w h at?  T ake th is  sa m e  trip , and 
y o u ’ll n ev e r be  ab le  to  th in k  o f  th e  c ity  o r  its su b w ay  sy stem  in th e  sam e w ay  again . 
A lso , I d o n ’t n eed  m u ch  u rg ing ; I co u ld  w rite  up  an o th e r  such  su b w ay  to u r  again . 
I ’m  a  c o n firm ed  straphanger!
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E d  sh o w ed  up  w ith  a p las tic  N ew  E ng land  C o m ic s  b ag  an d  a
card.

“ It’s in a  co m ics  b ag ,”  he  m ad e  su re  to  em p h as ize . I no d d ed . ‘ It’ 
w as m y b irth d a y  g ift. N e w  E n g lan d  C o m ics  is righ t d o w n  th e  street. 

“ O p en  the  ca rd  firs t, d u d e .”

“ O kay .”
Ed w as p re tty  s toked  on the  b irth d a y  card  th a t he had  se lec ted  

fo r  m e: th e  leg en d  “T oday  y o u ’re  e ig h t!”  o v e r  a  fie ld  o f  fo o tb a ll h e l­
m ets. I w as  p re tty  s toked  on it, too . I ’m  ra th e r  a b ig  fan  o f  g iv in g  
p eo p le  ca rd s o f  th e  w ro n g  o ccas io n  as an  a n tid o te  to  the  b y  ro te -n ess 
o f  th e  w h o le  n e e d  to  g iv e  card s in the  firs t p lace , i f  th a t m ak es  a  lick  
o f  sense.

“ C ool. T h an k s, E d .”
“N o w  th e  b a g !”
I fig u red  th a t it w as  g o in g  to  be  so m e th in g  P re ach e r re la ted . I 

h ad  in tro d u ced  Ed to  th e  se rie s  las t fa ll, w h en  I m o v ed  b ack  to  B oston  
(fo r  the  firs t tim e), an d  he  p lo w ed  righ t th ro u g h  a ll o f  th e  g rap h ic  
n o v e ls  an d  loose  co m ics  a t a b reak n eck  pace. A s q u ick ly  as 1 had. F or 
E d ’s b irthday , I had  b o u g h t h im  a Je sse  C u s te r  a c tio n  f ig u re , and  f ig ­
ured  he  m ig h t re tu rn  th e  favor.

I found , in stead , a se t o f  s trin g s, a  s tr in g  cu tter, so m e p icks... 
g u ita r  stuff.

“ G o o d  th in g  I ca lled  b e fo re  I cam e over,”  Ed said.
B efo re  E d w en t b ack  to  W orceste r fo r w o rk  th e  w eek e n d  b efo re , 

w e  h ad  m ad e  so m e ten ta tiv e  p lan s  to  g e t to g e th e r  on  m y  b irth d a y  and  
do  so m eth in g . T rue  to  fo rm , h e  ca lled  m e up  W ednesday . I to ld  h im  
ab o u t m y  b ir th d a y -o b se rv e d /p o t lu ck  p a rty  on  M o n d a y  (an d  how  
B ren d an  h ad  p a sse d  o u t s ittin g  up  in a k itch en  ch a ir), h o w  Jan  had  
had  m e co m e  o v e r  r ig h t a t m id n ig h t to  g iv e  m e m y p resen t, an O v a­
tio n  aco u s tic /e lec tric . I h ad  been  te llin g  Ja n  h o w  n ea t it w o u ld  be  to 
p lay  S u p e rch u n k  so n g s in  th e  su b w ay  fo r a  lo n g  tim e.

“ I w as g o in g  to  g e t y o u  th o se  P re ach e r fig u rin es ,”  E d  ex p la in ed , 
“ bu t then  y o u  to ld  m e ab o u t th e  guitar. So I g o t y o u  the  too l k it, d u d e .”

I th an k ed  Ed. I w o u ld  h av e  n ev e r th o u g h t o f  b u y in g  th a t stuff.
“ So w h ere  do  y o u  w a n t to  go  to  d in n e r?”
“ Shit. I d o n ’t  know . W h ere  do  y o u  lik e?”
“ I t’s y o u r  b irth d ay , d u d e .”
“ U m ... G ra ssh o p p e r? ”
“ C o o l.”
I b u ste d  o u t th e  gu itar, p la y e d  E d  a  few  little  p id d ly  S u p e rch u n k  

riffs. O n  h is  tu rn , h e  p la y e d  en tire  B itch  M ag n et so n g s b a c k  to  back . 
I h av e  a lo n g  w ay  to  g o , I th o u g h t, b e fo re  I w ill be  re a d y  to  p lay  in the  
subw ay.

E d  an d  I g ra b b e d  K ris tin a  an d  h o p p ed  in E d ’s car. E d  fid d led  
w ith  th e  u b iq u ito u s  sk e tch y  tap e  deck , w h ich  o n ly  p la y e d  o n e  tim e  
o u t o f  a h u n d red , it se em ed , no  m a tte r  h o w  m u ch  o n e  co ax ed  an d /o r  
p le a d e d  w ith  it. S o m e h o w , th o u g h , th e  e q u a lly  u b iq u ito u s  E lv is  
C o s te llo  tap e  d ec id ed  to  p lay  a n d  w e  d ro v e  d o w n  to  th e  restau ran t, 
f in d in g  a p ark in g  space  n o t too  far from  the door. W e sa t d o w n , o r­
d ered , s ta rted  ta lk ing . K ris tin a  b a iled  a f te r  a  few  m in u tes.

S o m e o f  th e  to p ic s o f  d isc u ssio n  th a t ev en in g , 1 rem em b er, w ere  
d o w n rig h t g rim , b u t d id  little  to b lack en  m y  m ood. It w as  m y b ir th ­
d ay  an d  it felt g o o d  to  be  h a n g in g  o u t w ith  E d , ea tin g  d inner. B irth ­
d ay s a re  w eird  fo r m e. I w a n t p e o p le  to  kn o w  th a t i t ’s  a sp ec ia l d ay  fo r 
m e, bu t, a t th e  sam e tim e , I d o n ’t rea lly  feel all th a t c o m fo rtab le  te ll­
ing p eo p le  th a t i t ’s m y  b ir th d a y  ju s t  to  g e t so m e k in d  o f  reac tio n  o u t 
o f  them . It fe lt g re a t to  h av e  p eo p le  o v e r  fo r m y  b irthday , b u t e v e ry ­
one cam e  o v e r  a  few  d ay s  b e fo re  th e  d ay  itse lf. H an g in g  o u t in  G ra ss ­
h o p p er w a s  n ice. W e h ad  bo th  been  b u sy  w ith  o u r re sp ec tiv e  trips.

Ju s t h av in g  a  little  t im e  to  ch ill o u t an d  ch a t w as g rea t.
B y  th e  tim e  w e  g o t d o n e  w ith  o u r  foo d , it w as l i ta p j j je - is h .  T h e  

usua l d rin k -a t- th e -M o d e l-o n -W ed n e sd ay  th in g  w as on, b u j n ine  w as 
early . R eal early . N o b o d y  g e ts  th e re  ‘t i l  a f te r  ten , as a g en era l ru le . So 
w e  h o p p ed  in E d ’s c a r  and  d ro v e  to  h is  p lace  in B righ ton  to liaug ou t 
fo r a little  bit. T h e  C o s te llo  tap ed  flip p e d  o v e r an d  o \ e r  and  o v e r 
b e fo re  E d g av e  up  an d  tu rn ed  on  the  rad io .

M e and Ed and  h is room m ates 
l a n  a n d  E ly s e  p la y e d  s o m e  
P lay S ta tio n  an d  sm o k e d  c ig are ttes  
fo r  a w h ile  b e fo re  w e  ca lled  up  a 
cab  to  g o  to  the  M odel. A  cab , I 
th o u g h t. C a b s a re  a lu x u ry  fo r  m e.
I can  co u n t th e  n u m b e r  o f  tim es 
I ’v e  ta k e n  o n e , a lm o st on  o n e  hand . W h en  p u sh  c o m es to  sh o v e , I ’d 
u su a lly  ra th e r  w a lk  an d  save  th e  cash . B u t th e re  w ere  a b u n ch  o f  us 
g o in g  do w n  to th e  b ar an d  it w as co ld  o u tsid e . T w o d o lla rs  each  fo r a 
little  b it o f  co m fo rt?  W ell, yeah . S ig n  m e up. W e ca lled , w e n t to  the  
lan d in g  to  w ait. D ian a  cam e  h om e, p a rk e d  h e r  car, an d  d ec id ed  to  jo in  
us. T h e  cab  cam e  a few  m in u tes  la te r an d  d ro p p ed  us o f f  a t an  a lm o st 
em p ty  bar. ‘A lm o s t’ d en o tes  th a t a s id e  from  the usual W ednesday  
n ig h t crew , very  few  p eo p le  w ere  th e re . P am , a lread y  a little  in the 
bag , y e lled  th a t it w as m y  b ir th d a y  w ith  m ech an ica l regu larity . S he 
sta rted  to  s in g  ev e ry  few  m inu tes. I fe lt a  little  w e ird , se lf-co n sc io u s . 
P eop le  b o u g h t m e so m e d rin k s and  w e  all ta lked .
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W h en ev e r F ugazi c o m es a ro u n d , I go. T h a t’s h o w  i t ’s been  fo r 
ten  years . So w h en  U n cle  Ja y  to ld  m e  th a t he  w an ted  to  get a  b u n c h  o f  
p eo p le  to g e th e r  to  d riv e  d o w n  to  P ro v id e n ce  to  see  them  p lay  th e  Say 
a f te r  m y  b irthday , I to ld  h im  th a t I ’d  lo v e  to . H e  b o u g h t m e  a tick e t; I 
b u ste d  o u t th e ir  reco rd s  an d  lis ten ed  to  th em  all fo r th e  z illio n th  tim e. 
A ll o f  the  rep ea ted , so m e tim es ch ro n o lo g ica l, listens c o n firm ed  the  
a lread y  f irm ly  cem en ted  th eo ry  th a t th e  g enera l p u b lic  c a ™  es on to  
the  las t F ugazi a lb u m  by  the  tim e  the  n ew  one co m es out. T h e y ’re 
g en e ra lly  th a t fa r  ahead . E v e ry  tim e  a  n e w  re c o rd  co m es ou t, p eo p le  
g ru m b le  fo r a  little  w h ile , b u t th en , a  y e a r  o r  th ree  later, th e  n ew  one 
c o m es o u t an d  th e  las t o n e  is re a lly  ra d , dude.

W h en  U n c le  Jay  to ld  m e  ab o u t th e  show , he  to ld  m e th a t h e ’d  be  
d riv in g  a  b u n ch  o f  p eo p le  d o w n  in B arry , th e  S lo w  F o re  bus. I a sk ed  
i f  th e re  w as  space  and  he lau g h ed  an d  to ld  m e  o f  c o u rse  th e re  w as, 
silly. A s it  tu rn s ou t, m e  an d  K ris tin a  an d  D a v e  S to o p s an d  Ja m ie  an d  
Jo e  an d  D en ise  and  Ed and  M a ry  an d  D ian a  all sat, an d  com fo rtab ly , 
a t th a t, in the  b u s, an d  a te  so m e  o f  th e  co o k ies  th a t M iriam  h ad  g iv en  
m e fo r m y  b ir th d a y  as U n cle  Ja y  p ilo te d  B a rry  d o w n  95 to  R h o d e  
Is la n d  fo r  th e  show . I to o k  m y  tu rn  up  in  th e  fro n t w ith  Jay , sm o k in g  
an d  try in g  to  ta lk  o v e r  th e  ro a r  o f  th e  little  b o o m b o x  he  h ad  h o o k ed  
u p  to  b ig  speak ers . S o m eo n e  p u t on  ‘O K  C o m p u te r ’ a t so m e  po in t, 
w h ich  a ll ten  o f  us ag reed  on. D iana  s ta rted  s in g in g  in a  very  s illy  
v o ic e  an d  th e  re s t o f  u s  fo llo w ed  suit.

P ark in g  in R h o d e  Is lan d  is ju s t  no  goo d . W e h a d  to d riv e  a ro u n d  
th e  w h o le  c ity  (m ay b e) a few  tim es b e fo re  w e  g o t a  sp a ce  b ig  en ough  
to  a c c o m m o d a te  B a rry ’s H e rc u le a n  H an d iV an  p ro p o rtio n s . S to o p s 
ju m p e d  a ro u n d , h a n g in g  on to  lam p p o sts  an d  p re tty  m u ch  an y th in g  
e lse  th a t he  co u ld  m ak e  h is b o d y  ad a p t to on  th e  w a lk  to  L u p o ’s, 
k e ep in g  us a ll p re tty  w ell en te rta in ed .

S ketchy  b ouncers g ree ted  us and  to o k  ou r tickets. W e w ere  pushed  
th ro u g h  th e  very  sm all ad m ittan ce  area  an d  in to  the  c lu b  proper, w h ich  
se em ed  a  lo t m o re  cav e rn o u s  th an  I rem em b er. I saw  F u gazi tw ic e  in



tw o  day s in 1996 and  th e  c lu b  se em ed  a  lo t sm a ller, m o re  in tim ate  at 
th o se  show s. 1 had sa n d w ich ed  m y se lf  righ t up fro n t d u rin g  th e  firs t 
one . A t the  se co n d , m y pal M a rc ia  w as tak in g  p ic tu re s  on the  s id e  o f  
th e  stag e  an d  saw  m e, am id st th e  ca rn ag e  a n d  p ress  o f  fla ilin g  b o d ies 
an d  lite ra lly  p u lled  m e  o u t o f  th e  m ess and  o v e r  to  h er p h o to  p erch , 
fro m  w h ich  I w atch ed  th e  rest o f  th e  show . P erh ap s th a t’s w h y  the  
c lu b  seem ed  so  big: it h a d  b een  a few  y ea rs  sin ce  th e  band  had  been

b y , a n d  w e  h a d  a r r iv e d  la te  
e n o u g h  to  m iss  se e in g  th e  E x  
p la y  (an d  w ell, fro m  w h a t I have  
b een  to ld ). 1 g u ess th e  c lu b  a l­
w ay s  se em s sm a lle r  i f  y o u ’re  in  
the  fro n t in stead  o f  k in d a  to  the  
r ig h t  o f  th e  s ta g e ,  w a tc h in g  

sm o k e  and  steam  rise  fro m  th e  s ta g e lig h t s ilh o u e tte  o f  th e  crow d.
T h e  ban d  ro ck ed , as th ey  a lw ay s  have. O n th e  rid e  h om e, w e  all 

d id  th e  m an d a to ry  recap  th in g , an d  so m e  p eo p le  ta lk ed  ab o u t h o w  the  
b an d  h as s lo w ed  d o w n  a  lo t in te rm s o f  th e  am o u n t o f  en e rg y  th a t th ey  
g iv e  o f f  w h en  th e y  play. A  fa ir  asse rtio n , m ay b e , bu t g iv en  th a t the  
b an d  h as been  ch u g g in g  a lo n g  fo r 12 o r  13 y e a rs  now , 1 th in k  w e  can  
cu t th em  a t least a little  b it o f  slack  (I can , an y w ay ). I rem ain  co n ­
v in ced  th a t th e y ’re o n e  o f  th e  b es t b an d s r ig h t now , period .

C o n v e rsa tio n , as it is  w o n t to  do , v e e re d  o f f  here  an d  th e re  and  
th en  sta rted  to  su b s id e  a  g o o d  b it, g iven  th e  la ten ess  o f  th e  hour. A  
few  o f  u s in the  back  o f  B a rry  rem ain ed  aw ak e  an d  lively. P re tty  m u ch  
ev e ry o n e  sta rted  up , th o u g h , w hen  the  van  h it so m e th in g  in the  m idd le  
o f  95 north  w ith  a reso u n d in g  thum p. Jay, in th e  fron t, y e lled  back  to 
a ll o f  u s th a t w e sh o u ld n ’t  ev en  w o rry  ab o u t it, so  w e  d id n ’t.

S evera l m in u te s  later, w e  p u lled  over. Ja y  to ld  u s  th a t B a rry  w as 
o v e rh ea tin g . Ja y  an d  th en  Jo e  g o t o u t o f  th e  v an  to  ch eck  u n d e r  the  
h o o d  an d  see  w h at w as up. D av e , s ittin g  a t th e  tab le  in the  back  w ith  
m e, p o stu la ted  th a t i f  it w as a  p ro b lem  th a t p e rta in ed  to  o v e rh ea tin g , 
th e n  p e rh ap s  w e  sh o u ld  g e t so m e w a te r  “ in th e  b ig  f r ig g in ’ lak e  o v e r 
th e re ” to  the  righ t o f  the  v an — a lake th a t w as , ac tually , th e  o cean . I 
n o d d ed , yep , and  g o t o u t w ith  h im . W e fo rag ed  a ro u n d  an d  found  
som e em pty  bottles in the back o f  the  bus and h o pped  o v e r the chain link  
fen ce , w ith  th e  a id  o f  so m e  trees, and  h ead ed  do w n  to  th e  o cean . W e 
c ro ss e d  o v e r  th e  b a le s  o f  h ay  th a t w ere  lin ed  u p  lev ee -s ty le  an d  im ­
m e d ia te ly  rea lized  th e ir  fu n c tio n  as w e  sank  in to  a  q u ag m ire  o f  am a z ­
ing ly  y u ck y  and  s tin k y  m ud . D am ned  i f  it w a s n ’t a g rea t tim e , though , 
a s  D av e  an d  I sank  an d  a lm o st fell an d  ev en  m an ag ed  to  g e t so m e  o f  
th e  sm elly , s ilty  o cean  w a te r  in to  th e  n a rro w -m o u th ed  soda  an d  ju ic e  
bo ttles. W e g o t b ack  th e  fen ce  an d  p assed  th e  n o t-fu ll-en o u g h  bo ttles 
o v e r  to  Jo e, w h o , in tu rn , m ad e  us a lo t h ap p ie r  b y  g iv in g  us em p ty  
D u n k in ’ D o n u ts  co ffee  cups. W e w ere  s to k ed , m an. It w as g o in g  to  be 
a  lo t e a s ie r  to  g e t m o re  w ater. S o  D ave and  I ran  d o w n  to  th e  w ater, 
m u d  be  d am n ed , and  f illed  th e  cu p s up, a ll the  w h ile  g ig g lin g  and 
ta lk in g  ab o u t how  s tin k y  th e  m u d  w as, how  so m e o n e  m u s t’v e  gon e  
p o o  th e re , and  g o t the  cu p s an d  b ro u g h t th em  b ack  to  Jo e , a t th e  fence, 
w h o  to ld  us ‘fo rg e t i t . ’

“ W h a t?”
“ F o rg e t it. I t ’s h o se s .”
A s it tu rn s ou t, th e  ‘th u m p ’ th a t had  ja r re d  ev e ry o n e  had  b een  a 

p iece  o f  m eta l, w h ich  had  b o u n ced  up an d  se v e re d  the  co o lan t hoses. 
Jo e  h ad  h an d ed  us the  cu p s  an d  w e  had b o u n d e d  do w n  to the  w a te r  
w h ile  Jay  p o u re d  th e  w a te r  in th e  b o ttle s  in to  th e  ra d ia to r  an d  w a tch ed  
it g u sh  r ig h t b ack  o u t on to  th e  road.

Jay  c a lled  T rip le  A  o n  h is  ce ll p h o n e  w h ile  m e  an d  D av e  w alk ed  
up the  h ig h w ay  a b it to  se e  i f  w e  cou ld  m ay b e  find  a T  stop . T he 
p ro sp ec t o f  g e ttin g  the  ten  o f  us all h o m e, o f f  the  s id e  o f  95 w as a little  
b it daun tin g . D ave and  I c lim b ed  up th is  little  b rid g e  o v erp ass h ill and

th ro u g h  a  n a tu ra l h a llw a y  o f  trees  w ith  v e ry  sha rp  p in e  need les . W e 
es tab lish ed  th a t it w as b e fo re  m id n ig h t and  th a t i f  it cam e r ig h t dow n 
to  it, w e  co u ld  tak e  th e  tra in  b a c k  h o m e, as w e  w ere  n o t to o  fa r from  
th e  S av in  H ill T  stop . Rad.

W e w a lk ed  b a c k , still g iddy , s in g in g  Ja w b re a k e r  so n g s ( ‘T our 
S o n g ,’ in p a rticu la r, se em ed  p re tty  ap p ro p ria te ) . D ian a  w a s  w a lk in g  
to w a rd s  m e  an d  D av e , h e a d in g  a  s in g le  f ile  line. T h e  to w  tru ck , w e

found , w as on  its w ay. W h en  it a rriv ed , the  o p e ra to r  to ld  u s th a t B a rry  
w as w ay  to o  b ig  to  fit o n  th e  b a c k  o f  h is  tru c k  an d  to ld  us w e ’d  h av e  
to  ca ll an o th e r  tru ck , th is  tim e  a  b ig g e r  on e , an d  th a t T rip le  A  m ig h t 
n o t ev en  c o v e r  th e  tow .

T h e  tra in  w a s  s ta rtin g  to  so u n d  p re tty  g ood . I sm o k e d  an d  w a ited  
to  see w h a t w o u ld  h ap p en  nex t, k eep in g  an  ey e  ou t on  p e o p le ’s w atches 
and  g a u g in g  i f  I still had  en o u g h  tim e  to  w a lk  back  up  th e  h ig h w ay  to 
g e t th e  tra in . D av e  c a lled  E liza b e th  o n  J a y ’s cell p h o n e  an d  she  sa id  
sh e ’d co m e g e t us all. A ll e ig h t o f  u s (Jo e  had  e lec ted  to  go  in  the  tow  
tru ck  w ith  U n c le  Jay). D ian a  an d  D en ise  sa id  ‘fu ck  th a t’ an d  m an ­
ag ed  to  w a v e  d o w n  a  cab  w ith in  th ir ty  o r  so  se co n d s, w h o  to o k  us a ll 
h o m e  fo r  a  flat fee  w ith  th e  m o to r off. I w a s  still g id d y  w ith  the  a d ­
v en tu re  o f  th e  b u s  th e  w h o le  w ay  hom e.
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T erry  G . L o rb e r II m o v ed  to  B oston .
T h a n k  G od.
T erry  an d  h is  pal N ed  had b een  ap a rtm en t h u n tin g  fo r a little  

w h ile  an d  ev en  ch eck e d  o u t th is  o n e  p lace  p re tty  c lo se  to  h e re , on 
H arvard  A ve. T urn s ou t, th o u g h , th a t N ed  found  a p lace  in C a m b rid g e , 
r ig h t n e a r  th e  S o m erv ille  bo rd er, w h ile  T erry  w as d r iv in g to  S eattle  
w ith  Ja so n  B res lau  th e  B H B JR JJ . T erry  flew  back , h e  an d  N ed  m o v ed  
in , an d  a  ro a r  o f  ap p ro v a l em an a ted  fro m  th e  c ity  o f  B o sto n  (o k a y ... 
from  o u r b o o th  a t th e  M o d e l o n e  W ednesday).

T erry  inv ited  m e to  o v e r to  ch eck  the  p lace  ou t, and  I fo u n d  it to 
be p re tty  rad . T w o b ed ro o m s, o n e  b ig  (N e d ’s) and  o n e  n o t-so -b ig  
(T erry ’s), w ith  a  sm a lle r  th ird  room  as th e  o ffice /co m p u ter room  w here  
th e  tw o  o f  ‘em  h o u se  th e ir  w eb  server. T h e  k itch en  and  liv in g  room  
a re  rad  a n d  th e  b a c k  p o rch  is b ig . W e w o n ’t ta lk  ab o u t th e  tre llis  th a t 
co v ers  (k in d a ) th e  h ea tin g  v en t th a t ru n s  d o w n  the  ce ilin g  o f  th e  h a ll­
w ay, though .

T erry  an d  N e d  a n n o u n ced  th a t th e y  w ere  g o in g  to  be  h a v in g  an 
‘o p en  h o u se ’ o n  th is  o n e  F rid a y  n ig h t, a ch an ce  fo r ev e ry o n e  w ho  
h a d n ’t seen  th e  p la c e  y e t to  do  so . T h a t w as p re tty  m u ch  ev e ry o n e , I 
th ink . T h e y  k e p t th e  w h o le  th in g  v e ry  low -key , n o t v e ry  m u ch  fuss. I 
th in k  th ey  to ld  m e on M o n d a y  n ig h t, a t m y  b ir th d a y  o b se rv ed  party , 
and  I m ad e  a  m en ta l no te  to  go  o v e r  there.

I ca lled  A m a n d a  up  an d  a sk ed  i f  she  w a n te d  to  go  an d  she  said  
y ep , sh e  d id . W e m ad e  p lan s  to  g e t to g e th e r  b y  w a y  o f  th e  b u s stop . 
W e w ere  g o in g  to  ca tch  the  64, g e t o f f  a t C en tra l, an d  th en  w a lk  up 
P ro sp e c t to  T e rry  an d  N e d ’s p lace . W e ag reed  on  a  tim e  an d  th a t w as 
that.

I g o t o n  th e  p h o n e  an d  c a lled  o v e r  th e re  r ig h t b e fo re  it w as  tim e  
to  go  m ee t A m an d a  a t th e  bus s top . I w as ex p ec tin g  to  g e t Terry. N ed 
p ick ed  up  th e  p h o n e  an d  to ld  m e th a t T erry  h ad  g o n e  b ack  to  N ew  
H am p sh ire  fo r th e  e v en in g  b ecau se  h is  dad  w e n t to  the  h o sp ita l w ith  
ch e s t pa ins .

W hoah .
I to ld  N e d  th a t m e  an d  A m a n d a  w o u ld  be  o v e r  so o n  an d  w a lk ed  

to  the  bus s top , still a  little  b it in shock , and  to ld  A m an d a  w h a t w as 
g o in g  on. I ex p la in ed  to  h e r  th a t I h av e  k n o w n  T erry ’s d ad  ab o u t as 
lo n g  as I h av e  k n o w n  T erry  h im se lf, th a t h e  w as m y  S co u tm aste r, th a t



m e  an d  T erry  and  tw o  o th e r  g u y s  h ad  g o tten  o u r E ag le  S co u t the  
sa m e  y e a r  w ith  T e rry ’s dad  a t th e  helm . T hen  there  w a s n ’t rea lly  a 

w h o le  lo t to  say.
T e rry ’s an d  N e d ’s o p en  h o u se , w as  a  little  odd . I m ean , T erry  

w a s n ’t th e re  b e cau se  h is  d ad  w as  in th e  h o sp ita l, w h ich  c a s t a 
p a llo r  o v e r  th e  w h o le  ev en in g . A  few  p eo p le  sh o w ed  up , saw  th a t 
th e re  w as  rea lly  n o  o n e  th ere , an d  left. I h ad  so m e  d rin k s  and  
h u n g  o u t as b es t I cou ld . W orried , m ostly .

W h at w as su p p o sed  to  be  a lot o f  fun  w a s n ’t  b e c a u se  o f  the  
c ircu m stan ces  inv o lv ed . I m ad e  th e  b es t o f  it, I g u ess , an d  h ad  the  
b es t tim e  th a t I co u ld  g iv en  th a t th in g s  w ere  so  g o d d am n  w eird . It 
w a s n ’t to o  bad , I g u ess... w e  s tay ed  late en o u g h  so  th a t ta k in g  a  
tra in  o r  a  b u s h o m e  w a s n ’t an  op tion . M e an d  A m a n d a  c a lled  a 
cab  up. I  w e n t do w n s ta irs  to  sm o k e  an d  w a it fo r  it w h ile  sh e  hun g  
o u t w ith  N ed . T h e  cab  d ro v e  by, saw  m e, b a c k e d  up. I to ld  th em  
m y friend  w as upsta irs. I ran up  th ree  fligh ts an d  co llec ted  A m anda. 
W e g o t in a n d  to ld  th e  d r iv e r  w h e re  to  tak e  us.
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T h e  c a te rin g  seaso n , fro m  w h a t I u n d erstan d , is co m p le te ly  
seasonal. A n d  D ecem ber, as w e  all know , ’tis  th e  season . A ll fo u r 
co m p an ies th a t I w o rk  fo r  w ere  ca llin g  m e to  see  i f  I co u ld  w o rk  
on  th is  d ay  o r  th a t day, w hatever. A s it tu rn s ou t, I h ad  sch ed u led  
a lo t o f  m y m on th  o f  D ece m b e r in the  m id d le  o f  N o v em b er, w h en  
the sta ffing  co o rd in a to r o f  com p an y  #4  had ca lled  to see i f  I w anted  
an y  jo b s  fo r th a t w eek  th en  w en t on  to  tell m e th a t D ece m b e r w as 
lo o k in g  p re tty  c ro w d ed  an d  w a s  I a v a ilab le?  I to ld  h im  I w as and  
th e  w h o le  m o n th  g o t p a c k e d  in p re tty  fast.

It w as a  n ice  c o n tra s t fro m  th e  en d  o f  N o v em b er. T h e  few  
w eek s  b e fo re  T h a n k sg iv in g  w e re  fa irly  busy , th en  th in g s  w en t 
dead  fo r a  few  w eek s , se e m in g ly  in p rep a ra tio n  fo r  the  o n sla u g h t 
o f  jo b s  th a t w ere  co m in g  in D ecem ber. T h ere  w ere  a  few  w eek s 
w h ere  I d id n ’t w o rk . I d id n ’t m in d , really , b e cau se  I k n e w  th a t I 
w a s  g o in g  to  be  d o in g  a  w h o le  lo t o f  s tu f f  in th e  w e e k s  to  com e.

M y firs t jo b  w a s  in D ec e m b e r w as g o in g  to  b e  on  th e  se c ­
ond . T h e  d ay  a f te r  I sc h ed u led  it, U n c le  Jay  to ld  m e  th a t F u g az i 
w a s  g o in g  to  be  p lay in g . A  n o -b ra in e r  there . I c a lle d  an d  ca n ­
celled .

A fte r  th a t, m y  firs t jo b  in D e c e m b e r w as g o in g  to  be  o n  the  
fou rth , a  Saturday . A  ca ll on  m y  m ach in e  w h en  I w o k e  u p , th o u g h , 
to ld  m e  o th e rw ise . T h e  j o b ’s a tte n d a n c e  n u m b ers h ad  w an ed  to  
such  a  low  level th a t th e  n u m b e r  o f  s ta f f  w o rk in g  th e  p a rty  h ad  to 
b e  cu t. I w as  o n e  o f  th o se  p eop le .

S o  I h u n g  o u t, sa v o rin g  th e  tim e  th a t I h ad  to  m y s e lf  b e fo re  
th e  b a rra g e  o f  n in e -h o u r h o lid ay  p a rtie s  th a t I kn ew  w ere  co m in g  
fa s te r  th an  I co u ld  rea lly  do  a  d am n  th in g  abou t. I w a lk e d  a ro u n d  
K en m o re  S q u are  an d  o n  d o w n  to  N ew b u ry  S tree t, w in d o w -sh o p ­
p in g , p ick in g  up  a  few  o f  th e  C h ris tm as  g if ts  I h ad  y e t to  buy.

I g o t h o m e, h ad  so m e  d inner, d ec id ed  th a t I w o u ld  go  on  
o v e r  to  K en d a ll to  see  Jan  a t w ork .

S o m etim es th e re ’s n o th in g  like a g o o d  lo n g  tra in  rid e . It w as 
o n e  o f  th o se  n ig h ts  as I sa t and  read  m y b o o k , tra n sfe rrin g  o v e r  a t 
P a rk  S tree t fo r th e  R ed  L ine . I had  a  g o o d  tim e  h a n g in g  o u t b y  
m yse lf.

I w a lk ed  to  th e  re s tau ran t, sa t d o w n  a t th e  bar, an d  co n tin u ed  
to  read  fo r a  w h ile . Jan  cam e  o u t an d  b eam ed  a t m e. W e w e n t in 
th e  b ack  to  h av e  a  sm o k e . W e e ach  h ad  a  beer, too . S h o rtly  th e re ­
after, it w a s  tim e  to  go . J a n ’s c a r  w as in  th e  sh o p  th a t d ay  b ecau se  
so m eo n e  had  d riv en  by  an d  c lip p ed  h e r  d o o r in B ro o k lin e  one 
M o n d a y  w h en  sh e  w as g o in g  to  d o  sh ia tsu  a t h e r s tud io . W e to o k  
a  cab  back  to  h e r  p lace , all sn u g g le d  up  ag a in s t th e  cold .

clamor doesn't care if you are a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  w r i t e r .

y o u  j u s t  n a v e  t u  h a v e  

a  s t o r y  t o  t e l l .

Our m agazine  is based  on th e  principle th a t  everyone 

h as  ideas , opinions, and  m ost im portan t— stories . We 

don’t  care  abou t th e  lives of fic tional TV ch arac to rs , 

we know th e re  is enough d ram a and  excitem ent in our 

own lives.

Got a story to tell? We w an t to  h ea r  it. We w ant your 

artic les, co lum ns, art, photography, reviews—  

anything. Our id eas are  ju s t a s  im portan t and relevant 

a s  any p ro fessional’s...

We acce p t su b m iss io n s  on an ongoing b as is . We 

provide (a m eager) com pensation  for all works 

printed. No idea is too big or too sm all to be consid ­

ered. You don’t have to be a young, hip w riter or a 

se aso n ed  professional. P lease  c o n ta c t u s with your 

th o u g h ts— w e’ll be happy to h e a r  from you.

c o m i n g  s o o n

US san c tio n s  a g a in s t  Iraq 

Copper m ining in W isconsin 

M asculinity

Media portrayal of rad ica l politics 

A gri-business 

Je s s ic a ’s P regnancy 

US S kateboard  Parks

Joseph Labadie Collection of Radical L iterature 

is su e  four will h it  th e  n e w ss ta n d s  a u g u s t  1 ,2 0 0 0 .

s u b s c r i p t i o n s  
back  issues

S ubscrip tions are  $20 for 6 issu es . O utside of th e  US, 

su b scrip tio n s are  $30 for 6 issu es . All prices are  in US 

Funds and  paym ent can  be m ad e  to Becom e The Media.

Single issu es  of clam or, including back issu es, are 

availab le  for $4 ppd in th e  US an d  $6 ppd elsew here.

c lam or is av a ilab le  a t n e w ss ta n d s  th roughou t th e  US. 

C an’t  find us a t  your local bookstore? Let u s know!

b e c o m e  t h e  m e d i a

p o  b o x  1 2 2 5  b o w l i n g  g r e e n  o h  4 3 4 0 2  

c l a m o r m a g a z f n e @ h o t m a i l . c o m



REV:89 * 77CDS6L

DROWNINGMAN
How They Light Cigarettes In Prison" 
OUT NOW

REMO * 10"/CDep

GAMEFACE/ERR0RTYPE:11
"What's Up Bra?"
OUT NOW

REV-80 * LP/CD

IN MY EYES
"Nothing To Hide" 
OUT NOW

REV:92 * irEP/COEP

THE JUDAS FACTOR
“Kiss Suicide"
OUT 04.04.00

REV:88 * 7"

ELLIOTT
"Wilt You"
DOT NOW

REV:95 * LP/CO

ELLIOTT
"False Cathedrals" 
OUT THIS SUMMER

G A R R I S O N

A  M I L E  I N  C O L D  W A T E R

THE NEW ALBUM FROM BOSTON'S
M OST DESTRUCTIVE 

MELODIC ROCK OUTFIT.

REVELATION RECORDS P .0 . BOX 5 2 3 2  HUNTINGTON BEACH. CA 9 2 6 1 5 - 5 2 3 2

AVAILABLE AT INDEPENDENT RETAILERS EVERYWHERE •  TO ORDER DIRECT CALL: ( 7 1 4 ) 8 4 2 - 7 5 8 4

T R E E  O F  K N O W L E D G E  P R E S S

T r e e  o f  K n o w le d g e  is a m a i l o r d e r  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  & p u b l i s h in g  c o l l e c t i v e  
s t r u g g l i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  f i n e s t  in 
a l t e r n a t i v e  m e d ia  a t  a f f o r d a b l e  
p r ic e s . W e  h a v e  m o re  t h a n  350  
z in e s , b o o k s , p a m p h le ts ,  & cds 
f o c u s in g  o n  h e a l th  & so c ia l   
is su e s , a c t iv is m , DIY (d o - i t -  
y o u rs e lf ) ,  e c o lo g y , a l t e r n a ­
t iv e  liv ing , a n a rd h ism , p u n k / 
h a r d c o r e ,  y o u t h  c u l t u r e ,  
f e m i n i s m ,  
v e g a n is m , & o th e r  fo rm s  o f  
in te l l ig e n t  reb e llio n . W e 'v e  
g o t  z in e s  lik e  A u t o - F r e e  
T im es, C lam or, F u c k to o th ,
C o n tra sc ien ce , B u rn  C ollec­
t o r ,  I n s id e  F r o n t ,  T h e  
M a t c h ! ,  F la v o rp a k ,  W a r  
C rim e, H e re  Be D rag o n s, C oo­
t i e s ,  R e t r o g r e s s i o n ,  S c r e a m s  
F ro m  I n s id e ,  D is h w a s h e r ,  T e m p  S la v e , 
O u tp u n k , D w g sh t, F e m m e  Flicke, C om etbus , 
D o r is , T h e  U n d e r g r o u n d  A u to  W o rk e r ,  
D w e l l in g  P o r t a b ly ,  W a r  C r im e , S lu g  &

L e ttu c e , B a ck sea t, & E n o b le d M in d .. .  p lu s a 
g o o d  s e l e c t i o n  o f  c o m ic s  
( in c lu d in g  t h e  e n t i r e  M i g r a i n e  P r e s s  

c a t a l o g ) .  W e 'v e  g o t  b o o k s  b y  
E m m a  G o l d m a n ,  N o a m  
C h o m s k y ,  J u d i  B a r i ,  

G r a h a m  P u r c h a s e ,  W a r d  
C h u r c h i l l ,  G r a c e
L l e w e l l y n ,  M u m i a  A b u ­
j a  m  a I, a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  
a r t ic u la te  fo lk s. W e  p u b lish  
s tu f f  w h e n  w e  c a n ...  s tu f f  
lik e  T h e  P l a y g r o u n d  
M e s s i a h ,  a g ra p h ic  n o v e l 
b y  E m ily  H e ip le  & N a te  
P o w e ll  a b o u t  s o m e  

t e e n a g e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  
w h o  in s p ire  a n  u p r is in g  in 

t h e i r  h ig h  s c h o o l ,  o r  
S p e c t a c l e  M a g a z i n e ,  a j o u r ­

nal o f  e c o lo g y , a c tiv ism , h u m o r , 
& a l t e r n a t iv e s  & r e s is ta n c e  t o  c o r p o r a te  
d o m in a n c e  & d e s tru c tio n  o f  th e  p la n e t. O u r  
2 0 0 0  m a i l o r d e r  c a t a l o g  is  o u t  & is  
J u s t  £ 1 .0 0  ( o r  s t a m p s )  p o s t p a i d .

P . O .  B O X  2 5 1 7 6 6  /  L I T T L E  R O C K ,  A R  7 2 2 2 5  

t r e e o f k n o w l e d g e p r e s s @ y a h o o . c o m

" t h e  s y s t e m  

i s  n o t  a  t r u e  r e a l i t y  

b u t  . a n  i d e a ; 

w h i c h  c a n  b e  f o u g h t  

a n d  d i s m a n t l e d .

- M u m i o  A b u - J a m o l

f a r  m a r e  in f o rm a t io n ,  

s e n d  a  s t a  m p  to  :

p l a n t i n g  s e e d s

c o m m u n i t y  a w a r e n e s s  p r o j e c t  

p o s t  o f f i c e  b o x  3 3 3 6 8  

a u s t i n ,  t e x a s  7 8 7 6 4  

w w w . t a o . c a / ~ p l a n t i n g s e e d s



. . .w e  g r a v i t a t e d  h e r e  t o  c h a l l e n g e  c o n v e n t io n s  

w e ’v e  b e e n  f e d  by  a  c u l tu r e  t h a t  t h a t  t r e a t s  

c r e a t u r e s  lik e  m a c h in e s .  A nd if y o u  b u y  t h a t  

s h i t ,  t h e n  h o w  lo n g  ‘t i l  i t ’s  m e  w h o  s e r v e s  a s

C h r is  H a n n a h , P r o p a g a n d h i  1 9 9 8


