
VENTURA COUNTY COMMISSION FOR WOMEN
Public Social Services Agency

county of ventura 
Commission Members:

District 1
Lauren Anderson 
Karen F lo ck  
Arleen  S. Rosenfie ld

District 2
Marlene A lexander 
Raym ond C. C lay ton  
V irg in ia  M . Conne ll

District 3
L illia n  Goldm an
A lic ia  R am irez-B rew er, Ed .D .
Sandra Sm ith  R yde r

District 4
D orothy  J. Engel 
Brook A . H ubbe ll, Ed .D . 
Bonn ie  M. W arrington

District 5
T ila  Estrada
Mered ith Thom as-Sheehan 
Martha Sheffey W hite

M IN U T E S
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January 17, 1987

I. The regular monthly meeting of the Commission for 
Women was held at the home of Martha Baskerville and 
was called to order at 9:15 a.m. by Co-Chair Brook 
Hubbell.

II. COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: 
Lauren Anderson Marlene Alexander 
Ginny Connell Sandy Ryder
Dot Engel 
Tila Estrada 
Karen Flock 
Lillian Goldman 
Brook Hubbell 
Arleen Rosenfield 
Meredith Thomas-Sheehan 
Bonnie Warrington 
Martha White

Staff: Martha Baskerville, Administrative Aide 
Alice Miller, Clerical Secretary

Guests: Members of the Friends of the Commission 
Board of Directors Lee Anderson, Anne Fischer and 
Sarah Pierce, and Molly King, recent appointee to the 
National Committee on Women of the Baha' is.

III. The Minutes of November 15, 1986 were accepted with 
one clarification: Commissioner Lauren Anderson will 
be the new editor of the newsletter.

IV. Molly King made a brief statement regarding her 
appointment to the Baha'i National Committee on 
Women.

V. Financial Report
As of January 2, 1987, 54% of the fiscal year had 
elapsed with 30% of level 1 funds expended (salaries 
& benefits) and 43% of level 2 funds expended 
(services & supplies), 99% of level 4 funds expended 
(fixed assets: computer) for an organization total of 
41% expended.

VI. Executive Secretary's Report, Correspondence - Bonnie 
Warrington
A copy of the complete correspondence report is 
available in the Commission office.
Ms. Warrington noted specifically the letter received 
from the Soroptimist International of the Conejo 
along with a contribution of $100 "in recognition of



th e  C o m m iss io n 's  o u t s t a n d in g  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  women."

V II . S t a f f  R e p o r t - M artha  B a s k e r v i l l e
Ms. B a s k e r v i l l e  re v ie w e d  p la n s  f o r  th e  t r i - c o u n t y  com m ission  
m e e tin g  and th e  w om en's h i s t o r y  lu n c h e o n  on S a tu rd a y , F e b ru a ry  
2 1 , 1987 . T here  a r e  25 c o -s p o n s o r s  f o r  th e  lu n c h e o n .

I t  was d e c id e d  t h a t  th e  r e g u l a r  m o n th ly  com m ission  b u s in e s s  
m e e tin g  w ould be s c h e d u le d  f o r  8 :4 5  a .m . - 10 a .m . The 
T r i - c o u n ty  m e e tin g  w i l l  be  from  1 0 :3 0  a .m . - 1 2 :3 0  p .m . The 
F r ie n d s  o f  th e  Com m ission w i l l  make a  3 0 -m in u te  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
w h ich  w i l l  in c lu d e  a q u e s t io n /a n s w e r  p e r i o d .  Then e a ch  
co m m issio n , V e n tu ra  C oun ty , S a n ta  B a rb a ra  C ounty  and San L u is  
O b ispo  C oun ty , w i l l  h av e  30 m in u te s  f o r  t h e i r  p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  
T h is  c o m m is s io n 's  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  w i l l  in c lu d e  an  u p d a te  on th e  
5 - y e a r  p l a n ,  w h ich  w i l l  in c lu d e  o u r  w ork on th e  U n ite d  Way 
C h ild  C are C o a l i t i o n ,  and a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  Women's H is to r y  
P r o j e c t .

Ms. B a s k e r v i l l e  a l s o  re v ie w e d  th e  r e c e n t  am endm ents t o  th e  
Brown A ct and  th e  im p l ic a t i o n s  f o r  th e  C om m ission.

C om m issioners e x p r e s s e d  an  i n t e r e s t  in  s e e in g  th e  v id e o  
a v a i l a b l e  from  I n t e r f a c e  a b o u t t h e i r  p ro g ra m s.

V I I I .  F r ie n d s  o f  th e  Com m ission - Lee A nderson
Ms. A nderson  r e p o r t e d  on th e  c o n t in u in g  p o s i t i v e  r e s p o n s e  to  
th e  aw ards b a n q u e t.  She s t r o n g l y  recom m ended a news a r t i c l e  be 
w r i t t e n  p r o v id in g  th e  p u b l ic  w i th  c o m p le te  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t 
th e  e n t i r e  aw ards p r o c e s s .

The F r ie n d s  w i l l  m eet on T h u rsd a y , J a n u a ry  22 , 1987, 7 :3 0  p .m .,  
PSSA F a c i l i t y ,  2220 V e n tu ra  B lv d . , C a m a r i l lo .

C o -C h a ir  B rook H u b b e ll made a s p e c i a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  Dot E n g e l, 
r e c o g n iz in g  h e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a s  C o -C h a ir  o f  th e  Com m ission from  
9 /8 4 -9 /8 6 .

The ag en d a  was a d ju s t e d  to  a l lo w  f o r  d i s c u s s io n  o f  U n f in is h e d  B u s in e ss  
to  be h e ld  n e x t . .

X I. U n f in is h e d  B u s in e ss
A. B ylaw s. The p ro p o se d  r e v i s i o n s  w ere d i s c u s s e d .  Some

c h a n g es  w ere s u g g e s te d .  A copy o f  th e  ch an g es  w i l l  be m a ile d  
t o  c o m m iss io n e rs . A f i n a l  v o te  w i l l  be ta k e n  a t  th e  F eb . 21 
b u s in e s s  m e e tin g .

B. T r i-C o u n ty  M eetin g  Agenda - See S t a f f  R e p o r t ,  I te m  V II .
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C. D evelopm ent o f  F i s c a l  Y ear '8 7 - '8 8  B udget.
The fo l lo w in g  w ere v o te d  on and a p p ro v e d  t o  be r e q u e s te d  by th e
Com m ission f o r  Women a s  p o l i c y  ite m s  f o r  th e  1987-88  b u d g e t:

1. T h a t th e  Com m ission f o r  Women be g r a n te d  a new l i n e  ite m  
in  i t s  r e g u l a r  b u d g e t t o  c o v e r  m in im al e x p e n se s  f o r  
p la n n in g ,  p u b l i c i z i n g  and h o ld in g  two e d u c a t io n a l  forum s 
d u r in g  e a ch  f i s c a l  y e a r ,  a  t o t a l  o f  $300 p e r  y e a r  ($150 
p e r  fo ru m ). T h is  r e q u e s t  w ould  be a p o l i c y  ite m  f o r  87-88 
and h o p e f u l ly ,  become a l i n e  ite m  f o r  8 8 -8 9 .
E x p la n a t io n : I n  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  c a r r y in g  o u t  o u r  5 - y e a r  
p l a n ,  two fo rum s a r e  b e in g  p la n n e d  d u r in g  th e  86-87  f i s c a l  
y e a r  w i th o u t  b u d g e t f o r  e x p e n s e s . E xpenses a r e  b e in g  h e ld  
t o  a  minimum and c o v e re d  o u t - o f - p o c k e t  by v o l u n te e r s ,  b u t  
t h i s  s e v e r e ly  l i m i t s  th e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  th e  fo ru m s. A t o t a l  
o f  $300 p e r  y e a r  ($150 p e r  fo rum ) w ould  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
im prove and s im p l i f y  th e  w ork o f  th e  E d u c a tio n  T ask  F o rc e .

2 . T h a t $400 be g r a n te d  t o  c o v e r  e x p e n se s  i n c u r r e d  by 
C om m issioners in  a t te n d a n c e  a t  c o n fe re n c e s  o r  m e e t in g s ,  o r  
i n  o th e r  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  th e  c a r r y in g  
o u t  o f  Com m ission f o r  Women b u s in e s s ,  and  t h a t  t h i s  become 
a r e g u l a r  i te m  in  th e  Com m ission f o r  Women b u d g e t.  
E x p la n a t io n :  T h is  p o l i c y  ite m  i s  r e q u e s te d  b a s e d  on th e  
p h i lo s o p h y  t h a t  Com m ission a p p o in te e s  n eed  n o t  have  to  be 
in  th e  m id d le  c l a s s  o r  above f i n a n c i a l l y  to  be a b le  to  
p a r t i c i p a t e  f u l l y  and e f f e c t i v e l y  in  th e  w ork o f  th e  
Com m ission. I t  i s  e x p e c te d  t h a t  re im b u rse m e n t f o r  
a p p r o p r i a t e  e x p e n se s  w ould be b a se d  on a p re -a p p ro v e d  
c la im  and  t h a t  a r e q u e s t  f o r  re im b u rse m e n t w ould  be b a se d  
on an  in d iv i d u a l  C o m m iss io n e r 's  n e e d .

3 . T h a t $ 1 ,4 0 0  be g r a n te d  f o r  m ile a g e  re im b u rse m e n t f o r  th o s e  
c o m m iss io n e rs  on o f f i c i a l  Com m ission f o r  Women b u s in e s s .  
E x p la n a t io n :  T h is  p o l i c y  ite m  r e q u e s t  i s  a l s o  b a se d  on 
th e  p h i lo s o p h y  t h a t  Com m ission a p p o in te e s  n e e d  n o t  have  to  
be f i n a n c i a l l y  w e l l - o f f  to  be a b le  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  f u l l y  
and e f f e c t i v e l y  in  th e  w ork o f  th e  Com m ission. S in c e  o u r  
c h a rg e  i s  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a l l  women in  th e  c o u n ty , we m ust 
make i t  p o s s ib l e  f o r  any  q u a l i f i e d  women t o  s e rv e  on th e  
Com m ission w i th o u t  undue f i n a n c i a l  h a r d s h ip .

4 . T h a t $500 be g r a n te d  to w a rd  th e  c o s t  o f  p r i n t i n g  a 
b r o c h u r e ,  "What E very  Woman S hou ld  Know and DO B e fo re  A 
D iv o rce  A c tio n  I s  F i l e d . "
E x p la n a t io n :  C o rp o ra te  d o n a tio n s  w i l l  be s o u g h t f o r  
p r i n t i n g  4 ,0 0 0  c o p ie s  o f  th e  b r o c h u re .  T h is  r e q u e s t  w ould  
su p p lem en t th o s e  d o n a t io n s .
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D. Requests to Friends
Commissioners had previously authorized staff to present a 
proposal for upgrading the computer capability. The following 
recommendations for financial support from the Friends were 
approved and will be submitted to the Friends of the 
Commission: That the Friends purchase or provide funds for the 
purchase of a dBase III+ software package ($422.94) and two 
Hewlett Packard font cartridges for the printer ($166.95 and 
$244.86) for a total of $834.75. The Commission approved in 
November a request that the Friends set aside $1500 to increase 
communication efforts through expanded newsletter printing and 
distribution.

IX. Task Force Reports
A.l Education - Ginny Connell

The "women in agriculture" forum is planned for May 30 in the 
Oxnard Multipurpose Center. There will be a charge of $4 to 
have a center employee on site and a refundable $50 deposit.
The Commission approved the date for the forum.

The Education Task Force will plan a second forum which would 
focus on the United Way "Springboard for Action" study and how 
the County could respond to the study.

2.. A written report on the banquet evaluation meeting was 
submitted along with a memo from staff regarding awards 
categories. Commissioner Connell will arrange a meeting to 
finalize 1987 award categories and to write a letter of 
explanation regarding the awards nomination process. Awards 
committee members: Tila Estrada, Martha White, Ginny Connell, 
Lillian Goldman, Sandy Ryder.

3.. Women's History Project Resource Catalogs were made available.

C. Housing:- a written report will be submitted.
E. Employer Assisted Child Care - A written report was submitted.

Other agenda items were held over to the February 21 meeting.

XII. The meeting was adjourned at 12:25 to be followed by a potluck
luncheon and an informal discussion of the roles and 
relationship of the Friends of the Commission and the 
Commission for Women.

The next meeting will be at 8:45 a.m., Saturday, February 21 at 
the Sheraton Hotel, Ventura, 2055 Harbor Blvd. (Seaward exit 
off freeway 101.)
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