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presented broader plans for action than the Attorney General had hitherto
approved. In opening the conference, General DeWitt emphatically
declared his serious concern over the alien situation and his distrust in_partic-
alar of the Japanese population—both aliens and citizens. But, according
to the Tater recollections of Mr. Rowe, the general during the meetings
opposed a mass evacuation of the Japanese. What he wanted was a full
implementation of the President's proclamations. The conference ended
with agreement on a plan of action providing for an alien registration with
the Teast practicable delay, for FBI searches of suspected premises under
regulations that subsequently proved satisfactory to General DeWitt, and
for the designation of strategic areas from which enemy aliens could be
barred by the Attorney General, who would “entertain” Army recommenda-
tions on this score if they were accompanied by an exact description of each
area.’ i

The arrangements agreed upon at San Francisco took longer to put into
effect than either General DeWitt or_the Justice representatives had antic-
ipated. The registration of enemy aliens was finally undertaken between
2 and ¢ February, and the large-scale “‘spot” raids that General DeWitt was
especially anxious to have launched did not get under way until the same
week, so that both operations took place in the period when agitation against
the Japanese was rapidly mounting. General DeWitt had anticipated that
he could fix the boundaries of restricted areas by 9 January, but it was 21
January before he sent the first of his lists to Washingron for transmission
to the Attorney General. One of his principal difficulties was to reconcile
the recommendations of the Navy, which by agreement were to be made
through him, with the position of the Department of Justice. Navy com-
manders wanted to exclude not only enemy aliens but also_all American-
Born Japanese who could not show “actual severance of all allegiance to
the Japanese Government.” ™

General DeWitt's recommendation of 21 January, for California, called
for the exclusion of enemy aliens from eighty-six Category A zones and
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