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Can vou pigase sh me 20cul vour exgeriences in the sCnon! system?
| was great in sCnool 1went o 2 segreqated school at (aea Slanca. | was
O7iONT and 30 ¢ NEd a (G of priviiedges, Some of them were that | ¢idn't
nave 15 it in c!ass or that i couid 96 and answer phones in the orincipal’s
or:z:e. or 1 could Go in another room and paine what can | say, | relt like !
nac a lot of arivileges and i am surs | did. | ised 16 be 2 real sick :y .L:ici. it
W23 ‘.n—“,f NoL down thers, anc it tr‘;e\/ made me o out on the psa/g nd, a
ffoby c:‘ imes | would Tzini. And so, ! had 2 1ot oF £xcus2s for not na‘-.f:'ng 1o
o020l 37 prysical tings  The fact thzl | excelled in s2nool mace it
e::s;ef Tor them to maks allowances. well you don't ave Lo sit in there. or
YOU 0T have g 40 that, ac P Wasn < popuiar with the ids. | “:.='ne"n3%-“
ong time they mags me hail monitor (2 vig positiont | was very small an

1

The Kigs wanied 1o come in so pbacly. | codld say who came in and who
diar't. | was just really being horrible, and | tnought | 2m not letting
anyone in. Sifce they aon't ke me, | am going to show them. 1 was tilting
my s&at back, and the chair gave out from mder mc | went spiat on the
floor, and you never saw o many i Mexican Kids augning. | never nac rezlily
close | rznnco other than the thrée that | mentioned.
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i are going £0 be very nonest with vou | was absent not from school, but
r"m Tne Ziassroom, 50 many times that | gon't even “errembes. ;
:‘t"lu\,mbt"‘ what | jiked. | liked fnahsn | 1iked reading. ‘

| liked sgelling, !

-

hated math. | hated il Because they didn'{ make me 9o anythmc that't
Cﬂdn £ want {o do, | didn't iearn maLh t hate 1L, I'm not going to €o if. Fine!
Mg probiem. So thai was r#%y 'ooit_,n an their part and on mine, but | was
justakid, Arg, i loved Art, and | loves {o write,

)

id you nave a favorite teacner?

i had a iof of faveriie Teachers. One tnat stands out is Mrs. Easterniing. a
very kincly, grancmotherly iagy, They ueeq 1o Tzach us £razy things. Since
Pived w1tn Granoma we never had Lat“ﬂ':‘]‘: wa Just used tortil 145 ang
haz* 222303 and toro;ilas. | grew up on beans and tortillas {My Tavorite
roods. in schoo1 they would give us a shest of paper, and they woul say,
"Preteng this is S your preac, and you have o cut It in Tour pieces and butier
one otece at a UmP We never even seen prezd, but tel me *eH you | used
to do it pemecﬂv P Thougnt semecay if | ever g“: 10 @ restaurant, TNis i
how | am going Lo butter it. 1t made an imprassion ¢n me.

S¢ they introduced oread and butter to you

Yes, Plikeg it | 1iked iU very much, and then | grew up and did 1t just tke
ne said. E tnouc. it d1GN't make much 38nse at the time. You Kriow
Wno | was really ciose 1o was the princiozl. The principai had been there
when my mio ef* was there in that same school. He had a 1ot of auu.om;:y
causs whan rt was time ror me to get my fonsiis out, he 1S the one that
deciced it was time, and then he took mé o the hospital and Drougnt me

nore, NOL my cwnmothe

How Jid ne trezt the other Mexican chiidren that weren't ac origet 2s you?
S LU "ot : \ o Y
Did vou see a differancs i nis reatment
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RIGNT. ANRC ¢ thine D1aT 1S wiw ng 730 S0 MUCH aLINaNITY. He wat S0rT 4
SVETYDOGY'S G000 GUYy. The sther Thing was Inal there wasn't 2 singis
ming r. vV Teacher  NOTAINg, not ans. ALl of the sedple het wers arbund L3
were Anglo. Pecnls in authority, i should say. anc not people genarally
zroung uS. Deopis n authority were 2li white, ke 4as not unking 7o them.

’_:- 1
He was very cn 010 them

N

WETE YOUI SX¥Deriences gitierent in juniGr nigh 3Cnod:

Y23, because we were in fontact with ether races and that was someihing
we aid noT know how to deal with. We had known a lof of Anglo peopie, ot
thay were all teachers, or Sunday school teachers, police, or whatever, pul
they were not our Iri iends. We were bused o our junior high. Next door o
It was another school completely fenced in. It was for American indians.
We were faught o be real afrala of them. We were told not to go near the
fence bcC’*U ¢ the Indians lived there. | was really terrified of the
American Indgians. That i< 50 stupid now that | think about it But we were
lmited m r*ur‘ exposurs, We didn't mix weli mh the Anglo students, from
what | could see. We wers farely 150lated. Again there were no minory! iy
teachiers in junior nign scneclh. They were ali a\r‘ch, wWe did the oes* hat
we could To Tit in. SaT i don't :’nnK we ever fif iR

Were you stiil doing well in schooi?

\f
i
12y Turn 2round ana u‘y 10 teach us Spanish. i got rw‘iy
resentiul necause | a'.“ eady knew it, and vet the kids were not allowed o
say it. Anyway, | dign't ao weil, | Was 1 eauy repeliious at trat Lime. | did
well mayoe In Art and ang.lsl , and t'maL was il._Don't forget | had never
.ear“nefi maih, e thF-r because | didn't have to. Right! Well | dicn't have

osrf Kinds of orw eceq N unior lg, i got thefe way behind, at ieast in
mat

Ne, I diahermibie. 1 2ON'T Know i7 1 10ST INlerest or winat hapgensd. | usec
To get really angry because ! used 10 3peak very well in Spanish. | coutd
reag it ana Write it Jecause | iearned il from my grandmoiner. when |
went 16 elementary scheol, they used 1o hit you on the hand if vou taikeg in
SD2NISH O remind you not LO do that. They dign't nave Lo rem: .:r' me
because ! want ed SO much not o Tit in, but to stand above. S0 | never used
1T 1 3p0ke only In perfect zngiish, as '\ riect as { coula muster. Then
iunior pich, th tea

How was High Schooi?

Limited. | drooped out of hign schoo! very, very young. | was 16, almost
17. 1 dropped out of school 2nd get married.

Did vou aver wonder wny there weren't Chicanos in higher pesitions? Dic
vou biame them?

Oid | ever notice it an_rJ_' make an opinion about iE7 | poticed it AL thet
Lime, tne imoression that was Jiven 10 me was that 17 there wers no
fﬂ"c% can Arnericans in SOSIUC S OF authgriny, i1 was because It was insir
Tault.
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Thal’s righi, They digncare. They didn't work ai it and tney Cien't wens
r — i - '_‘ -

it That Xing gl LNING. | knew that | wanieq it

vhern o woy Tirst fave the gssire 1o 96 back to sonooi’?

ezl Ll Y Lﬂ ST have the g3Sire U GL Ly Jlaiiui e

well, 1 was involved in schoot alt the time ’oecau af mv kigs. But 1
erms 0T MY J0ing £ac 0 ,cncm P never entertaingd tne thought.
wasn't until fwas ’rv'v;ef*l ith Jose, ‘naqum, anc some of the omer gres

thal | saw ihe pessidilis ; o ."e-:urn Dack T0 Sschoel. 2ut it had naver bezn
an cplion for me .{‘w r greamed about 1. 1 had %\m 'T‘EZ@M'W! an
arnerican \N'ILH gt \/ a~ ‘r“.. 37 an E l:::.‘:‘ls an ag Ul-. ..... £2an Ame "‘u..a'\ AT
5210 before, all zne f‘)l:- modeis were whits, white "nf- ee “rw wmrn
femailes. it um 11 noonme that | couid do that - that i couid go back ¢
schosl, even gfter i was alot older. | was scared when | cna ao back. | was
very ver*v scared.

What vear dig you start?

Somet r“ during the 80's. | don'trecall what year | went to school at
State through Carrasce's needling me, mostly.

were you involved with the Chicano Student Movement at City? 2t San

¥
nee State?

l used 10 g0 10 fne ralivs anc meetings and 50 Torth, but not at Cilv ratner.
| never atiended city. ut,s* at State. | was not you. ‘usual stugent. | wasn
a young person. 5S¢ | would not necascar.iy De where 2il the young peopie
were, 1 was much older when | was at State.

-

Did you graduate from College?

No. 1 dropped out arter 2 years. | couldn’t do it anymore, | was raising =
kics by r"y 3eif, working full time, ang going te school. Something had i
give. When | was reallv involved m the Chicano Movement, | was married
and my Ausband, alinolen ne dion't Tike it, made it possidie Tor me 0 he
involved. | was gone 2 iot.

EMPLOYMENT
while aoplying for jobs, not having a degree ever pose a problem?

ho it was never a probiem. © went from doing nursing to working for the
first Job | had in government. It was with thé Redeveiopment Agency when
it was stil] separate from the city. From there | went {0 work as a
Cemmunity Relations person for Job Corps. By this time | nad met 2 lof of
peopie, and had a lot of contacts in terms of job opporiunuties, 20 wneﬂ
they acvertised ur the 1st acministrative assistant for city councii, |
appiied for that. 1 received a position there. the City was a?r?'c or
DUTTING anyone Jown. They went with what was calieg 2 ranoow
selection. They got ong Black, one Mexican American, and one wite. So, |
Wwas working thefe at the time Norm MineTa was Mayor. Then ne Geciged 1o
run for Congrsss. When he won, b CM e 1o go with him. Fwas hig
Tirst 13 eir: fep Whenne was in of. P wWEnT on 1o e Waier Siztries

AN S

which is aumt of OOV“FPm“ﬂt separ t'S' Tom the ¢ity and county.



-

Jral History: Linda Peraita Conway

You wers tne onty Mexican American?

fezn, | they were fust curt avy

or wnat ! g But Uihrew f. - 3; i ne

insist eni prole a0ts pefors rhysn o

mors ne olgar men f"sf* ziﬂ.ev' i ; »
by God nen and they nad bc"&" there forever | 7elt like i gid
have 1 icn't kKnow as much as they ¢id.

MNow you make commercials 3, 18 {hat correct”

weil rignt now, | am working on a film for the Ziectrical warker E
and last year | oroddc ¢ some commercizls for fnem that were on ! !
36 and channel 1. 1 work 23 their punlic relaticn censuitant. 5o | am the

one that buys 1. v time and radio time, so fortn, and t design thelr annuzl
report. i think that they ars probably the only union in the couniry that
PUTS QUL an annuai report just iike a corporation coes, o ali thei ir memoers

eachyear. [tisa Very progressive union and ! enjoy IL Very much.

How iong have you been doing that?

I have been with tham six y fwo ..»< under contract and it i3 rensweg
every year. i canperejec d any time, but it has bean renewed.

Do you nave any heipers or do you ¢o it all yourself?

t do it ail myself whnen | am going out of town or if | am iii, i1l call a

friend of mne that | met who used to be in the Chicano Fiim insiitute. And
nNis name is Richard Martinez, and he does P.R. alsg. He does it for Joo
Corps. | like to write and | am familiar with his N"‘T.rf‘-u He ;a:'es over
r‘or me, if | am not going to be around. That wzs an intefesting group 100.
Vil never forgel the 1irst time | hired him and there was a big’ g
phoLocracner Ray Roomaue; and | neaded some stuff done for
redevalopment, and | remember | asked him how mum ne charged per nou
ANg he :,ald, "$'=aO an hour and | said, "Helll | can get a White pers n -‘_o :
it for Tzt He said "Linda, the move men., rar’ﬂmoer T movimienio” 2ut
| did hire nim and we became real Ity cood friends.

-t

o &

Earlier you mentioned the Chicano Fitm Instituie ~ What king of
organizacion was that?

The Chicano Flim 1*:1:ute nad an oitice downtown, what was then ine
redeveloprment area. t was creative artistic Iyo,u, all Mexican American,
caihing themselves 'r\e Chicano Fiim nstiteie. And | thine, The initig!
thrust was that they Were going Lo produce materials, documsniariss,
Pnotoiiies of everyining that was nappening in tne Chicane Movement at
that time. | got r0 know some of the members, and | KAOW some still |
See very raw, anymere.

0 Whe Were some of the key members

2163, WNO WENT on ©o ecit 2 Tasazine ':a";é _OWricer
ot 1‘ m oublication. Aitnowan fe doesn't run it anymore,
ne Y R0driguez, an D\\_biianb ::lar«: nof whits

30mM eone [ kKnew we?. from the institula, Ricnard

Ti'm always in Touch with, He iz2xes over when !
10 leave my 100 for any regson He comes in 2ng

et
"'.J
("L
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pinch niTs for me, ne's 2 PR man. And Ihe other auy, "GT S0GE what wa nis

name, Dennis, {t was Dennis. Ihem was Qogm* Tnere was Antonio Peraiez.
AErs Were 50 many, dut seme | only K0éw Jy name.

How 10NQ 416 That organization survive?

[ GOn'L KNow now FONng ';?_ evisieq, peCausse Tnev Nem i evisisncse ':-efare .

utijized *‘rern for =mv T The wory | neaged GO They were in existence

perore ths

hJ

CHIZANG MOVEMENT
' . . - . - -
How 410 viou meet Carrasio

P'm rying 0 Think. | hink De came 10 iy nouse. We nat organized a groun
of oarcnf‘ o confront the Scnoot Beard. | think Jose wound up coming teo
My nouse for 2 meeting. They »w‘e spouting ail this Chica..; BUSIness.
Anc | thought, What i57this shit? Wno is this jerk? Ge et Dim out of here.
0N Goa, 2nd then Someone saic he was a teachér or somethi ing, and | '
Lnomht | have never hear d of a Mexican teacher. This can't De real, Who
is this cuy, put the more | got to know him, the more impressed | was.

When you first met Or. Carrasco, what was your {irs imorassien?

irst Lime fmet him was..

RITY g not zlone. He w2z with | believe
Joaguin Brito and later ! me Dr.
fay

S
C rranza. w'wen i Tirst met Carrasco,
I Wwas impresses, sulngt in a i e manner. 1 thougnt he w 5 very

negalive 2nd ! wondered who the ¢ thought he was, soouting off rhe
way ne did. He was kind of quiet, ne | e would spout off somsat hmg,
then 1 would !<'; d of 1ook at him, and he was throwmr‘ thig word mr*am,"‘
around. He 4ign't sif well with me. | rememboer | called my mother iater
and she baio Tnat S such a fow class ierm, ne must pe from Texas.” ‘You
Know 'nv rnother's response 38 if they are from Texas, if's 2ad. So1 was
very resisitant to most of what ne said. what ! was ;mpre::ed Lv was
hai n e apnezred (0 se smare, and | hat naver met someons {hat |
considered cs De a =mart ?"e\wan Frgan | thought my uncies wers
inteliigent, but | had 1 ver met a teacher who was Mexican or 5roiessor or
2 nothing. So fwas impr esaer* win that, ana of course, i §OT 10 know him
netier later. | don't agree witn everymmg about Joseg, out i have some
neaitny respect Tor mim.

Wa
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AL the Uime you met J .0 , Q1Q you censider yoursaly Chicana? Or what ¢
YOU £ONSICer yourseis

-\1
(&3

Americzn. That is wpat | considerad myself | nzd talked tomy MOLNer.
asked ner what 13 this pusiness. what 0es the word Chicano mean? ane
saie, "Iv 1 avery low class word', ang spe gave mne her opiions on L. She
nas her own ore;.udicec Well Who are these peop! e ang are they from
Texasg”, she would asy, he" are from Texas, gon't tisten o anyihing
they nave to say. There IS orﬂ[ one thing worse than aMexican, and LnGL ig
oemg aMexican rrom exas.” Tnat's my mother, s¢ tnen | cdidn't consiger
myseélf Chicana. 1T sounded so MILITANT,

When did you first consider yourselr Chicana?

ATLer | got mad, | sterteg gelting invelved and sesing soms things that

-
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reahv upset me. ! wanteg to Vight back. AL i:ha: poinT, when | wanied o
figne "sack is when ! startedt pinking myself in that wav LNk was

Very very far T3 ine r1enT In My opinions 2nc Visws, | JUsT switined .

went :orno‘.eaeay ut (too ruch) and now | am sort of in the micdis, But a2t
that Time, i just rezibiv went 1o ing ex‘“we= bwent from ong exireme 1o
the ather, ARG then. i YOU Cidn't agres Wi nm-= Then 28t oul of mv N2Y
cause : was going forward. My husdang 1Tt and you xicw, thats fow 1T

gogs.

You said when you first met him, it was 2 dgrent organization meeting.

| had been invoived in PTA We were Tignting the scpooi Jistrict for
sometnings, put how I met hirm, | believe, 1S auring ne 27 A DUsiness, |
forget what the issus Wwas but v" nad [0 ao hefore the *rhoo- "xoarﬂ and
we Were geiting some diraction on what 0 00 3G WRETS T8 g0, After 'nnz.
we started mesting v mh s0me 3*'”‘ bDecause ot of solic

ow ality at that time. And they nad a groul organizsg oo 30“-. of bird fw_;
the police, rword what .ws actualiy hazopening. The chief thal we nad
then was not like the one we have now. And mn Deiics cepariment used to
pride itseif in being brutai, | think, S0 we started maeiing Lo iry to
overcome that. We Thou G“"’ we would use whatever venicies we coulc
whether 1{ was the Human Relations Commission or some mnq We nesded
‘evc-rage and we did do auife 2 bit. As a matier of fac:. Pihink it isaiiIn
the atbum,.

- e \'.-

So you did accomplich something”

Somet‘niﬁg. At ieast we brought att nt-on e it Aot of ‘-‘»:e.-u-cn Lo
AL the Time, ialer on, wnﬂn we were stili ifvoived in Norm Mineta
becoming mayor and he was an aliy, so N° were making ¢ Qzins that w Way.
Ang Garza got on the council. We were gaining a voice wners we naver nadc
one befurc, that kKind o1 thing. For me, going o city council was a rotaily
fen thing and probadly £ 2'10T o7 pendie Whg were g0ing there with

-trr SCO an nis group. This was | mean, come on, we had never Deen in

city hall. Ang at r.. st il can e very int r“r““"ng S5 D guess we 3ot
courage because we were in nUmDers.

Sc there was a large amount 7

Yes, there used to be b g, Dig crowds. | remempoer ong NigNT wWhen we went
down there, God there niust have been over SOC geopie. The only thing !
had aﬂamst them was that they used 1o start the b]aw.a marcnes out on
the east side. Christ, by the time you got to city hail, yf' it dead. But they
use 1o out ‘-‘ppakers autsice, and peoplé user* to overriow out of tbe

Cnannels anc onto the grounds of City hall. And these ars “eco.e i

woulid never had gone o city hall other wrce fo compiain a out
The poiice gepartment used Lo say that it was ali the mino
. propiem but be.keve me. | met some coos later that weuld
would say "Let's go out and kick some ass, Let's go out and g et us some
Mexicans tonightl So that was very common, vefy commar.

Did you know MAPA?

I was in MAPA for just areally, really short time. The ¢rous tnatl | was in

langer was MACSA, no not MA A, the Confederacion Ge ja Ra2za Unida~that

Wwas a iong time aco Jesysi that was z iong Time ago Ang the group Caiied

L,m:ea. pedpie Arr lbd Wﬂ used 1o, iike | saig, aird dog the selide. These
re the two groups | was most famiilar with,
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How offen would you meet?

y nignt, semething, you know, yeu are meeting for
from homa @ 10T and 50 were 2 .07 07 oTner wom
&g

gkl

-~

o 2T W
time anc a 1ot of commitment. And 30 did the !
ties 7eil 2pary pefause oF that. SO il wasn. ai
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am
sositive. 1 may have peen positive in Lerms of The movement, Jut
of the family uniis, | tiNK iN SOMe €ases 1T was very 4isasirous.

How tong were you part of the organmizagions?
Years, | qon't rememper how many years but 1T was veers.
D0 you ramernber now they were foundsec?

Ne, i camie {0 the groups atwer they were aiready founced, | prasume ov
peonie that were arcund Carrasco and Brito and 5o forth. | would think
prodaniy them. See, t was Iintroduced 1o these groups and these people, but
it was nGt people that L'knew beforehand.

How many members were in these organizations?

[T fluctuated. You could get large, large crowds if there was an issue that
was paruicuiariy préesent. Bul on the day 16 day business of the -
confederation, there were a few workars, it was aimost at times ke a
paper tiger. {f was thought 10 De a large powertul organization by ity
nail, when in truth, most of the time, 1{ wasn't. But there was that
feeling there that there was a lot of support. What gave that any crecencs
was tnat if we cailed 2 march to city hail, Jesus|, they came ouf from the
weod works. So it gave the impression that this huge group was always
meeting and always planning, plotiing. And also, we ¢cl 2 rige on the civii
rights dandwagon that the Slack had. You nave to consider that at that
time, Blacks were very active and very vicienl. And 1 think tnat the
administrators, whether it was city haii or school or anywhere, thought
we were geing to be the same way. They saw ug as the same xind of
threat. And . don't think we ever were. [ don't think That was our way. You
know we wers very different from the Black sxperience, but | think thev
Saw 1t 25 the same, they feared it as the same. Jesus, these peogie ars
going £¢ burn up the town i7 we don't do something. when iniruth, f aon s
hink any 07 us would have burned down the town. | wouldn't.

what would vou say was the ratic betwesn men and women in most of the
organizations?

Mora men than women.
Severzi more men?

Yezn, mere men than women. There were a few women that siocod out as
reaity sirong indivicuais, and i think, some of them paic deariy for it
There was a worman named Rachel, who gave herself heart and soul. She
and ner husband aig. Eventually her husdand became invoived with 3
youndger woman involved in the movement. Rachel suftered very badly frem
the sxperience, and 5o did her children. Cne of them wound LD in Agnew, |
think ne had tried to kifl himseif, and the giri is another story. | was
shockes one night, when the police called me and they saicd, "we have your
daugnier nere. it's Valley Medical calling and the peiica” And ! thought,
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waitl a minute f:ﬂuse my giris were very smail, Jut ! nac twe nieces wio
lived with me. | said, “You'd Ggot 1o be misfaken they said, "No, this girl
Says she wanis nﬁf‘ mother Linca Peraita, and Peraita is her mother.” ;
thought wnat in the erh:i, ol thrnw some Clothes an, ar~ wenr LOW
Vallgy Meaical | saw this young girl, and sne was sirapped into a wneg!
chair, and her nalr was muacy and "na*te-‘* She iook gd ‘lke ar* ammal and
they nag . .9" nied L0 the whea:chair. They said, "She savs she 18 vour
daughter” | Kept stering at ner, and i thought, | know this cnild. | know
her Trom somewne”. SHe had besn brutally raped in the 7o0tball fieid o7
Ancrew Hill nigh school. 1t was Rachel's daugnter. So the families, |
think, r=a| y surferpf‘ in that kind of way. Something nas got ic give
Yolanda. You can't Jive youraeh 100 percent toa movr;r“ewt, something has
got o sufier, and | “think a iof of families gid suifer. Now Ernesting was
at varie us thi ngs, and | don't I«'r\ow if she dign't have any yuuna K103, of how

-
Ly
-

sne handled 1T, 1 never knaw about her home iife, dul sne i inspired me. She
w23 a 3imo! e, not weil sgucatsd woeman, but she had 2 10t of neari, You
KNow wnat :'m zaving, 50 | dmfrea her. 1 agmired Rachal dacause she was

S0 strong and | orﬂen.i and Ernie because she was 50 gamn dedicated,
really gedicated. But iike i said nar.ler_. there were faw woman, ang the
mée :O."iw were men.

were all the associations united or would you say there were conflicts
between them?

| would say there was confiicts between the indi vflGdaw BuT Lhey were e ail
unitad cauac we aii 521 on the same dDiasted groups. You know ke | '3,

i you beiongad 0 one, you aeneraiiy beionged to 4 of S more. S0 at Uim s
there wara lot of conflicts betwaen the mempers themselves, Jike 2 k.c
{2iking dack to mom ang 4acg, or a sister cefting inafignt wiln aorother
Like that, it was realiy cui ite like 2 family

what were some 0 the

C he f‘onr‘lict.—,, woula you sav it was dus
to dirferent sociai class

auses or t

85 -~ edu'caier* VErsus unecucated’?

NO. Never, Never. inever saw that | thought iT was really great that the
professors at San u‘os-c State, | remember Caranza coming %« and taiking
about This _aroup 6 stdﬂentq | don't even fnink they wers s1ugenis thers
at State. Tney ,v::f*e ‘do they all wore Black Barels. | think, they were
Caiie¢ tne 2lack Barets, | don't remember. And | remember Caranza wore
one, and he gave a spesch that | was very verv toucned oy. | never saw any
king of confiict pecavse | am educated and you are nol. ¢ "‘e contrary, |
think rhat the people that had the most education were out thers trgmq 'ro

nelp the ones that didn't to come along and make it {Jet me .;ero you felt
like | was a recipient of that kind of eéncouragement, and | vr-ryonc
for it. | Co because today | say, "You did a hefi of a faver 'a ”*e d they
did Tor a ot of other pecpie. No that wcu'd pave ot baen 2 confli t
Zonflicis arose when zomeﬂody did something , and Somesocy eise thougnt
it shouid have been a different way. Comn(.ﬁ argse , if uh, Ve a big

mouth, and [ had lt oigger t*\e'\ IT i maybe said a terribie refnar-\ 0
somebocv Maybe, it wasn't 50 terrible, or maybe ! didn't think 1t was 50
terridie, bhut :omebodv else did. At that time, | remember we had our s¢
cailed friends in nigh ‘piaces. There was a woman, her narne was Leona
Egland, wiho was an "Assembiy person, and | think it was Ernie Abeytla i
don't know, anyway, | Lalked to her and |. forcon what | said u her, but she
Telt insultad. So she calied Ernie to teil him what | had gone 1o her and
what | had said to her. And. if was not Lr e, YOu Kndw wnal sne was
saymg. At 3 meeung, nNOL even part of the Business, Ne siangs up | —a”y
angry ana says, "why did you insuit so and sot” | was so mad, ! said, "i'm 3o
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atlar” Thai's the

mad 3 "9u:e ‘net's noh what nappenen 2t 2il She ‘;
r re was an at*omev Dom,cxo
r

]
Kinas of conflicts the*c wers, | remember there was a
Maceso, and he said, "t belisve you, Linda" Jesus Christ! the woman,
feif oac' that sne couig cail a prother of ming, anc say ook tn*s 15 what whe
dig 1o me, and he woula not ask me in a gescant manper - ‘mv did you 20
that {0 ..er W“EstL asking me First) you Xnow that kKing of thing. So tners
wers confhicis of ihat :yse DUT & r_ma"“ Theyre nersonaiity conrhicts, out
not anything reatly any neavier that | could ses.

'i N w

Who wers the Biack Barsets?

T‘ne Slack Barets, | remember irom San uose State, were 3 group of
Militaniz from what | knew, students anc non-students, .‘-’:m-:antS' The
‘"m..zro i %ove"ﬂem lhe first orofessor that ! saw tnat became affithizien

with s 2iack 2arets was 2 Fﬂ"“anm, aAna Ne wore 2 Ziacy Zaret 'n

fact, ,vrer. ha addressed teac 1" ers irom the varioys sch 303 MSTricts at the
Civic Auditorium.

Do you rememper who the Xey members were?

No, | don't. 1 remember their faces, but i could not feli you their names
right now.

what were some of their goais and objectives?

| dign't pelong 1o the Blaci\ Barels, UL in some ways, 1t reminged me verv
much of t i€ current Guargian Angeis thai we have h“a-_ :'.f*w .u:- from

to time. | rem erﬂocf" v“r.en +her‘-“- was 2 J'-"" om meefing 3. nolice c,mcna!"
from ‘va“” '3 areas, we had a Community Reiations Qe.., FUhinK from the
Justic e Dept., and various noitce people. It was held in City Hall, and the
Black 2arets showed up. | got the feeling Zhat Lhcz were there ‘USL in case
there waa a probiem, becaus e they were rmmc up the wzlis an 0n= 31de aw*
gown ine other. By the same token, the polics seemed nervous about that,
and s¢ they brougm more poiice. S0 1t was kind of a chaliange.

Did they publish any newsletters, or things like that?

Not {pat | re f‘ail noi newsletters. They had more of 2 ohoto library -
photd and Tilm hﬂrar,' :

Do you recall any locai newsietters or newspapers that were published
durtng that time?

The majority of the publications that | saw were socialists. Trn: £ wer
ot of s0ciaiisis arJunc: people in the Chicano Movemani. i'm 1ol this |
normally what hapoens with communists, sectalisis organizations. They
see a group that th rr-y can tie in with, ang they 4o. Onz 3T the sarhiest
peopis that | rememper that is a socialist i rred Hursh. He was very, very
invoived with the Chicano community at the time. Heand a Guy nameq
Fr‘ant«: I forget hiis last name. They put out an awrul 'ot of stuff, an awfuyi
lot.. And seme of the college students like MECHA, and these e:rcam?afm“
also put out some newsletfers. | used to have the ones that were put out
by the socialists cause fhey were really doing the most, um + got rig of
them after so many years. it just wasn't refevant o anyihing i was doing,
ang | was aever inveived with thm

\‘D
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You mentioned 1ast time that you wers invoived in the Confegeracion £3 ia
Raza Unica.

Yean, witn Ernestina Garcia. Do vou know per?

ady. You ougnt TO De t2lking Lo her. She v was the
Tl e Alot of peopie had turns being oresident, but sne
ity 2 g0 getier, hustier, | tiked ner very much.

I

Have you talked 1o her recentiy?

{ have noL. ! have not 3een ner invears There was Scpnhie Mendoza and
Sresiing, DUT EMNSSTING was really tne fignier. | do .G_oe_someone is
talking tc ner cause | think what she has {o sav is procaoiv very valuable.,

Do you know how that was Tounded?
ta Confederacion? No, | came ©o it when it was aiready founded.
Do you know what year you joined it?

God Yolanda, don't you know that | am an eiderly person, | cen't remember
all these vears exactly. No i could not talliyou,

How 1Ong were you a memper?

Cf the Confederacion, as iong as if lived. 1 think | told you once before,
that it was kind of a DcDP" Liger. lhere were times wnen it had a 1ot of
olg, and then a jot of clout, ana then there were times wnen it hat no
opie, ana it stili had 2 ot of clout, cause peopie l‘houci“t it'had a 1ot of
pie 1 r‘se“ﬂ- it Wwas an organ 17af‘on For 2 while thers 1t seemed Hke all
u ¢ia was belong to organizations, and go to meetmcs Bamcal y. that's
i you o":‘ ’her Was ‘10 time for anv"mnq elsa. You'were sither'in 2
mecting, or getling enraged about something, or sefting ofr Lo do
Sometning sice. |aeont KNow how any marr fages survivag ali tnat, come o

S0 at one time, would you be a member of several organizations?

fes, and the o:oplﬂ that l knew were also a part of several oruanuamn,

10 teii vou the ruth, § don't know how we did it. We ali nad & m* We ali
had kids. sometimes thev wenr with us, and semetimes trn,-U uu t. But!
ThINK, TAz nezd was there because we didn't have the Ju aavmg e

masses of pecpie that wanted to do things. S0 you had a r v and those Tew
got recyclec. | there was another group forming, weli you were going to
belong because once you are xperlencec at domo 'somet ing, they shuifie
you 2iong 1o whatever is being formed next. So ail of us, ail of us beionged
10 many Things at one time.

What wera some of the main geals of the Confederacion?

From wnat | remember, ieis face it most of the goals ¢f the various
organizations were really very simiiar. UPA was inveived with waiching

51
the nolice. MAPA was :nv“lv ed in trying to get politicians in the city

{0
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r3. And you Know, just recemiy we
now many years it has peen, La

ican American {ssues. Sasically il was
t didn't have the limits, say that
vera more broad. it was thére for

council of 10 the Doard o sUDervisy
barety 3 tone Ron Co.vai €8, Lok
Comece"acmn would deal with Mex
orobably not untike the other ones, o4
UPA dig, say that MAPA did ifs goals v
21l the paopie.

~+ N

‘wWhat was one of their greatest accompiishments?

God, you reall y ought to ask Ernestina that. [ think just the idea that the
neme axisted, and the leacers of that time that existed on it that gave the
impression _haL it was real-y a very powerful force. 1 tnink that | n itself,

fay
was a neli ¢f an ar:co'rﬂo..b'mef‘t gecause you can'f imaging the things that
were f*one i the name of the Confederacion. You would throw the name out
ysuwersina m:::ma and 1T 43S 2 group that Tne adminisiralion, ihe
aunno. ities, whochr that was in f‘r‘nrcc couid r‘eS“ond tc and react to. _
They saw it as a large bedy of Mexicar American people that were working
hard to de somemrnc So just ?,te fact that it extsfed tnat it had the
reputation that it dig, and that 1t stuck is neck out on the various issues
facma Mexican Americans. That alone ! think was its most important
aspect.

UM TED PZOPLE ARRIEA

Have you heara of United Peopie Armiba?
Yes,  was in that uPA.

what zctually was that organization?

Unitec people ied up. That is what 1t was. That was the group that used to
follow up on any pol}(:c prooiem that thers was, trying ic 1o‘_umen
RVEryIning tnat was actuaily happening. So, that we would have our sLory
and they wou‘d have tneir story and that hopefully we could appeal fo
SOMEboaY With our facte and f .gurec S0 we learned 1o ask for badge

numpers, write down license piates, whatever 1t took. Did you read very
recentiy apout znaL COJ that DOSEC as an average guy riging in a
ne1ghoornooc in LA 2and he was caught by another policeman, who shoved
nis head u.nroucsh +he window. Okay that King of thing. We wers doing that
king of thmg You couldn't really call it undercover surveillance because
they knew we wers there ang wa wera just an irrifant. But it nerr\ec they
Knew that we were there watchmc, nstenmc writing. ftneig

Egiice prutality was the main issue?

The police was a real problem. The poiice oroblem was a really sore, sore

spot and it hung around for a ]ong long time. That and adequate health care
and decent housing, that was low enou“h 30 that you could aitord to live
in, ang ne;cﬁoornood ciinics, you name it. { mean things were reaily sad, in
sad shape.

AN 1 COrTect 0 saying vou were not involved in MARAT

H
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| was only minimally invoived with MAPA.
what wers some of their goals?

The poii tualton of Mexican American necoie. We gssper a 2iy needed
pecpie in politics. We needed them everywnere, jet’s ace it There
werent a 10t of role models in inaustry or | politics or °cuuauon. Joce
(Carrasco) and £liu {Carranza) wera in ;cwation They were the first two
orofessicnals-"professionals”’, | had mer. Joaguin was not. He wac more
Of 2 grass rootLs kinc of or ganizer. Very strong individual, aict ¢

charisma, a 1ot of forcefuiness in what he said. The idea was to advance
:or“ur* '@ through the peiitical system thal we had and Then o7 Course, we

' haa Al Garza. People leaned on Norm Mineta, Norm Mineta had peen
a0 I Ihe council as the Tirst Jaganess and when he hecams 'ng or,
a

e !e:;m:a on nim 10 apoeint the First Mexican ang he gid thatl. He
v arz7a.
i b2

e O )
C)
" cr

Dic people tean on him Decause he was a minority?

I thing peopie jeaned on him because he was a m; nority, 2150 decause he
was a political kind of person, an¢ ne wanted the oocmon very Daaly He
was 2 teacher and he didn't mind giving nis time. 1t paid nothing. | mean 1

really paid nothing at that time. 1 think ai] he was garning was somc‘mnc
”:'e $400 a montn. And he had tike 5 or 8 kids to support and his wife, ant
S0 Torth, It wasn't for the money. P*f‘oanly more for the glory of it. Ana
then the idea that you could move from thére into higner difice,

MACSA

Am | correct in saying you were a membpar of MAZSAT

vean, MACSA was unaer the direction whan i was most invoived there. !
wasin't part of s2y, your exncutwe boarg, of anvth.n ke that. | was doing
other things, But an awwful iot of things hapoened at MACSA physicatly.

Joaguin (B riro; was there as & dH‘GCEOF Ang if them were issyes 1'.0 pe
GiSC"""e tniere were Mexican Ameri 2."1 1S5UeS, ana they were discussed

-~

there. It was the place to g0 £o meet othisr invoived peopie.

Do you know how 1T was founded?

No, | don't. -
What year gid you jein?

Oh Christ! | don't know, late 60's, early 7C's, probabiy.
How iong were you inveived with them?

For years, as iong as | was inveived with the "community”. | was at MACSA
for variols reasons. '

what wers some of their goals?
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»Ea% :ommumty. if you aac 2 grodiem, yeu
neln. Nom t'ef‘ what k' iorf
rru.. whose chilo had ceen Kidnappsd oy
,—\mar'can Ang ne nad stoien the chilg
& w2g teorgia B ms 2ng she came 10
u, tne pest they couid fo h 10 her

3% wWas arougnt :J:t:r, them, that g,
Verﬁ u‘-ccr Wr-lrn *l-H cr‘r“l-f-w ._ap N‘:

eting, invitec the ef:;:c.". Larry Jines,
3 “matter of fact And i rememoer that
-MeeTing varv very weil U vink Jinke thou gn. Ihat, well, you Know,
I'm going hb Deata mcﬂ g. with ..m comraunity, and they oroua“fy are
F‘O:F\C \.0 e {‘Fopn{‘” on me o whatever, ARG Gd%bb ne ;nudu'\‘ ne woulc
dut Ue 1n cur r‘“ac‘= to begin with, So we wersall assemtied there, | w2s
there necause Jose Ville Aac called and asked me 10 02 Shere. | d4id 2 little
D1 of research o@fora I went, And the Tirst thing Larry Jinks ¢1d wzsg ng
527 al Tne nead of The conference tadis, took off N1z watch ant Sul 1t n
front of nim, 1o i 14 ewrveoqy know that nis time was Himited Ang that

they betier say what they had {0 say. That really angered me, i realiy
angerec¢ me, and | remerier telling fim that my Time was valuable too. My
onfy question ihat day was that | wanted to know wiy The Mercury News
articies were a:ways so negative about Mexican Americans. He s2id that
ne didn't think they were, 50 | openad up the rite folder that i had taken
with 3 months worth of newspapers and cut out ai the r‘ecawe aa (al
the negative stories) aoout Mexican Americans. in anciner ioiger, | had aij
the pos=z:ve ones. And 39, it was orwu:w reaily, rezlly heavy Jﬂ Lhe
neqJaTive sica. He was Kind of surnrised in that, Kind oF taken apack. He

: that ang Wwe decame Triends. ‘-ie woluid cali me abom

'1 T wére nappening, and ask for my cpinion and my heig,
1000 | moumt He was in touch mm pecdle, but not initially.
e that way.

could go there an
probiem it was. W R
the-2x-husbanq, who was :Vsex
NG T242n ner o Mexico. Her
F"’*C:.—A.TC‘?-E'. ) IR
They ar:r,"‘eeee ] '
nad any xing of vaiigin
Jose villa. i tmink iE'N
WRo had just came dach
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which was
He lear ned t

5S¢ was ne impressaed by your reséarcn?

Probabiy. He was probably impressed that | hac taken tne tme
something. Eut you see, they were 50 used Lo us sitting arouns
harassing them, that | really felt like we neeced something concreis, o
would have just pickes up his watch anc left, and *hau. Wwould have bean ,
that. =2 wouldn't have qiven it 2nother thought, AS 1T wag, ne 100K the i
of folders witn nim, anc said, "You were right. This is what they have peen
doing. | am new nere, and there will se sofe Changes.

.0
n
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>
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£D FARM WORKER'

(fl

> UNION

Have vou ever workad in the fielgs?

iy

No. | wa: reaj sickly as z Kid. Maybe that was a biessing. & 2ic iy when |
think | was 15, | decided | was going £o ger wealthy and’go and cut
ar.\r’,cots  was hot like it 1s today, mayce hotter. 't shewed up with
whoever | went with, and | rememper iocking at aH those er s of cots,
and | passed out. .hey Tired me even before They hirea me. They 52ic get
_her out or here. S0 that was {hat. Anotner fime, 1ate" ﬂffm* fhaf !
ceCided nAyde : Should Cul green Deans, Sut the firsc time | s2w 2 spider,
I ran ?-"0!‘(‘1 the Tieids, so i gian't make any money picking.

what was vour involement in the Farm Waorvers Union?
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| dign't have an involvement in tha Farm workers movement. | rememper
going 1o Delanc with a quy Trom JustTice Deplartment, that . was
sesing. | reaily was nnvur mvower* with ihe farm workers, other than
when They wouic ask vru T0 GO anc picvel 3 grocary STANre OF march nere
and thare, wwhere. | atways pac r=ai'! 'mxef‘ 'E't!"‘ a3 mLt the farm
WOrLers, Primarily because [ dign't se2 inis arura. area. | really now“.‘:
that we had a heck of a iot of big ity slems x-v":'ru“_'g introcucing rura’
probiems, and Throwing them .mo "1=- < along with 211 the rest of | rp
other ones. it was a nobel Tight in 9-’-; nning. ZYETYOne
with the spirit of the farm ‘NOI‘KG‘"C ,,.c Nt ltwasrez
sometnd _g ver,f impressive, anda your ,;moam Zers were there, .t’)lJt mn
terms of Us dealing with it 28 an issue 211 o he time. | 4ign' think we
R

should pe. | eaivy dian't. | thought we had encuch orocieras of our own.

got infectea
Hy quite

LY aF A ~ o [ R T e T
fou sai€ you did particigals in some of Ing boyColls ang sirule

1))

Onh sure, QUL lets face 1L, that's the easiest part, saving, "No,  won't gat
grapes.” The or‘.y Time | 100K it Tarther was wnen « want 1oz civil rights
conlerﬁnce ini "r tford, Connecticul. AL that time, neooby over une
seemed 10 know 2o0ut the Crape Boycott, and so when Thay ;er\m | them on
the rTablie, | got uc and lef{, and | wou‘cnt eat. The peoplie at the tab e
wers ralking about it, and fhe word spread througn the auditorium. S¢ thg
next day | wouldn't go eat again, and Tinatly the tnird aay, the directors ¢
the conference came o (2K ¢ "W: v this lime, the press was Laiking
to me to find out. At that ooint, | was Zbie te say, "I am not eating «hc )
grapes Decause, and didn't vou Khow" S0 That 1t was seti] g press for thg
farm worker issue back east. | wr»s not an expert on the farm Wf"'r“:.'."i‘ 0"
any otner cayses. | was simply s .“r_.; what | had heard saiC. 1% was rea.ly
Tunny cause fmal’y in the third day, | think it was, ! went dow.. o join
everypody else in the dining reom. 1t was a huge drmc a0m. .ue"‘e wers
about 50 pe 91\. They o[O;;DEd me at the door, and thiv said, "wait!
waiil", ana | 3aig, "What's the matter?” 3 ang t.:ey saif,"1i's on the table, ar‘a
we are :rymgt rru. of it” Anc you Know what it was, it wasn't graoes

tt was grapeiruit put they didn't know the difference. Sg i got area .»<:r:<
out of that.

(I)

N

FIESTA DE LAS ROSAS
Can you elabcrate more on the Fiesta de las Rosas?

Oh God, that was S0 10ng ago. Thal was fhe first time that | had sver ceen
any~ n‘ng ...\': that. | méantonfusion and chaos in the sireel. It was the
first time [ had seen police hitting anyoody. | had always grown up
thinKing & tnat poiice are there L0 profect ¥ou and nelo vou T always faugni
ray Kids that you never have any prm:u— S with the pofica because they are
your iriends, and they are there [0 faxke ¢ ?.= e of you. ih : day they were
not there o take Care of us. Weli mnf wers [here 1o TaKe care of us, but
not in the Wway that we thought. | was on tne ;-‘L,..,ad ~giations Commisic

at the '1ﬁc which was 2 City commission. | think | was Chairman. | wau
their first woman chalr man. My director, who was a 12li Angio named Mark
B!hn, was gowniown aiso. { rememper rhey were heating on this frieng.
She is an 2ider woman, ar~c‘ ams irying 1o think of her ndme, but | can't,
She was 2 friane. We 21l belo onged 10 ACSA, UPA (Uriteg Peopie Arrita),
ang a1t tnal jezz. §{orgot hername, but anyway, | Was 1u3T shocxed
becauss: t‘ﬂey wers pealing her with z Zztion. My first "Astinct was us


https://1i,~:...v1
https://O,;\V:1.ys

Ut Sgioty. Lifida Fof anng Luitway

norror, you Know, and then | thougnt, My Gog, | have 10 ¢o semething o
help. 1 started towards the middle of tha street, ang allof 2 s

came owards me, vou know with nis arm stretched. Then Mark Bibn was
suddenly there, and ne said, "She 15 on the Human Relations Lomm '
and the COp drew Dack fhe bation. | was airignt, but | Teil 30 53¢
idea thal 1L was okay L0 beal ner, bul nol okay Lo beal me becau
would be a proplem. And Mal Xind of thing. 50710 was rezaiy

n

3 .

. ot we ey [T 14-.
sczry | aen’t think f've ever peen Througnh anyihing e in

wWere your children with you®

.

Leciie was there, the iittlest girl, She is the one ! say 4ot in trouble at
SCroot 1atsr. She witinessag I Bulb § Think we were just 20 shacked. 1=
seemeg unreal. 1f seemed ralier unreal at the time. And then whnen reaiity
MIES you, you Cry 2 105, i have piciures of inat upstairs,

How was it organizec? Where ¢id you meet?

L4

we had met in a park. There were some funny aspect 1o 11 100. None of us
Knew wnat we were getting ourseives intc. Well, mavoe some did but |
aldn't. ARG T remember they were handing out phone numbers and somecne
saia "wWhat is that?” And another one said "I is dial a prayer, in case”. !
thought dial a prayer? But i wasn't afraid because | didn't know what to
expeCl. You know ! thought, well i thought we wiil join the parade, a
peaceful demonstraticn, that's the way it is going to be, but it wasn',

Dia yeu have banners?
Yean, weil we had signs.

Do you remember what they said?

1

. S 1 wasn't CarryIing one. | Nac 2 movie camera. | was going Lo
film the dog gone parade. S0, | had a movie camera, not a sign.

were you chanting anything?

Al the time, as | think pack what haopsned, was that we wers in it such a2
snort Time. | mean you barely convergas 1o join info ine parade and ail ne
broke 1ogse. So, | don't remember what was being said, often i just
remsmoer the chaos. That is really what stays with me. Just the vicience
and the chaos and then suddenly people are bieeding and screaming and
down on the ground, and it was just too fast-toc fast.

Do you know how many people were injurad?
Ng, | don't.

i wani 1o
for the bo

(

0 back 10 Fiesta de 135 Rosas. ‘what were some of the reazons
C

go va
yeotr

=3

The way | understood it, the festival had been held previous to that, when
we appeared on the scane. The emphasis was on the domination and
subjugation of the Mexican peasant, the farmer, the farm waorker, or
whatever dy the Spanish Conguistadores or under Spanisnrule. And the

Teeling was that the cily was acvancing that kind of thinking and it was

very harg for Mexican-American pecpie, wno were trying o mare i, 70

P,

have sucn a negative image of themseives. The whole movement was Lo

(5
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actiye at the time. And some of the otner u
weas Some of the ather names dont Si2Y W
wers 1o me very aefinite leaders anooiet
gave girsciien, Darri*:'.u:r‘ix f\om Twe and EHud
tar.e. i _,av Them as very forcefu .\«:m
f
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i30T Trug that pigincioohes goticemen wWou ¢ 271eng &

Prosaciy <0, L woulan't L.C‘uDl'_ 1T, DUT . WOLIGRT KNow.
that acruady LoOK piace.  probaviy would not have k

With 211 the police prutality going on at tne time, di
discuss tne propagiiicy of polj se Narassment?

On sur

D

Yo mean us nNarrassing the potice”?

Y-s, inat was the 3"‘mt= reasen ior some o The peot
Iry 160Ut an eng 1o that Kind of freatment. Yeg, the
SUILS sEIng Tiled. An | There was an aw{ui 107 OF ani
chief beca ause we Teil thal under pis direction, *._le:
conduCied -nemseives as (hey 4ic. And i gusssitw
that was chief. He had no contact , N0 DITILIVE cont
comrmunity at ai

Ve ‘“v unitke t ‘ne chief That we ha
assessible.

(0\

I
is very visibie and

- 1

Do you dbeligve the F1esta 0oyCott was 2 success?

" ek e

>3
fut]
[

Fin 2 situation where | might ses il 17 you
terms of that, | think 1T was  000C, |
«can American cecple and their'su a{:-cr .
165_“ who wererr L all Cpicanos by the Jay. Lhe\;
2 peopie mooilized inmass Lo march ¢
g I COR't TnK ! fhey could have done T
Gem nappening o La Raza peopie 10 .“f‘.o Y
've had 1L, this'is enough, aiready, Do sometnir
i Thought it was very effective.

N
o O \g

i

orn —{J
<%ﬂﬁﬂ?
T ‘t; ﬂ’.

T
i
a
[t ]

in 1968, wers you aware of the ECONOMIC Dpoarty
1d

ara Count nty7

q.'i \‘l)

The EEOC. Yes, but not In depin. | VN
EECC, Pwas more Tamiliar with the Mogel Cities
CT :rla\...
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It was agvertised. i1 20l as awiui 0t of press. L30T an awidi ot OF

suppert from many factions. Ht was an interssiing concept, ] "emerr" er

that soms of them wers really 1 Tongue and chesk, Kind of NES. HOw

ShOUIG | put This? § rememoer wriling 2 poem one e, "Give us this dav

our 'ﬂr'e"a. fungs 2nc celiver us from w,,;..un'.zv particigation’ someining

like that, | thougnt it was funny, Weil, unfortunately, 1 get tacked or ‘.fze

DL BTIN D0ZMG, 2RG One Cay a reporier came *n and ney pinted it up Nke T

Was z 3erous thing. | tnougni. Oh my Goal | ur it was just 2 gag, ',13"

Know, DUt upi When TEre is o probiems ke that, ; Tnink. Ina fa“ecs_'c_

100K .n*r‘ P probiems - 1ooKin gro them. in scm:_- WaYS 1§ e are kind of

:)*',*T it pecause the director Bob. ! think, hac gone 16 schoo! to the Tours
Grade or something, 2nd here ne was running this nuge or gcram S0 you

Ravé sutit in oroc ame, and mayoe, 1L 15 aoné on purdoss, Lden'T know.

Bt in gengral was the community Jisasas?

Yos, | IRINK 30, 1T NCINING &i2e, fney iazrned 3 neck of 2 107 20001 wher2 16

go get nhelp, and how LG apely for things. Lets say the community got an

8OUCATION, anG in terms iike that, | thought it was very geod.

OOVERNMENT SURVEILLANCE

Was fnere any parandie acout Ing government surveiliance among the

ingividuzis involvedy

Onh Cog vest 1 think so. | don't think it was just paranoia either. | reatly

aon.

Do yeu know of any persons that were investigatea

SuUre | TeMSMDer When We uSeL 10 g0 10 City hall, march on 1o city hall,

merr were Times whe i peoc-;e Wouia pROToegraph Us as we stood 2t the

crophione, and they wersn't reporters irof ihe Mercury News. we never

S'JW the ohotos.

Justice Departiment Community Rei

arza from ine )
S Sarvices, and | hecame .:‘x. a5

Laler ners was a quy a:swm:o to this
Ztians

igiic

with inf"’? iH‘St and then iovers with nim ater, | TOU’\G ouL Trom f"!"". hat
mast oF 43 had COC'CC i W"S.s]ﬂg on (Mest o7 U3). And S0, R kpew more

abeut me and abouf ail

I WouiC have never
call it paranocia.

So what were some of the consaguences 9i

Hig purpos: '.vas

T“‘tc""n was

the

was here tU r‘erD
wasn't true. Bun

nink
c:uf‘ar —"nerl an community Me There was wit
waq aiof of fear th
something reaily bad could naooen
And 50 uh, he wouid atteng at First.

the p2ople arsund me than i realizad ar -vbcmy mew

:‘oma out 17 i hadn't peen close to nim. S0 7 wouldn't
It was real. It was real.

¢ investigations®

1o come in and fit in, and ing out what DeGoie were doing.
L2107 07 fear that tnr:s*e WU oe 3 Gisrudt on within
tne Blacks. So thers
i they c.or L Know °v~rvthmo that was aomﬂ on,
There could pe Face rots or whatever
't was ali so very Innccent, He saic he
and a!i this kind of SrUff which | found out later, it
un, the consequences, i don't know that tnerz were any.

Lot al Kl Sl

-

ai i

1

1
~
1

mean everyons was caut'ou., uesides wnat could you 4o if tney were going
To waten you. what ¢ erencc dig it mave. | gon't think we cared. | den't
reaily think we geve 2 damn. 1 nym ng, We were oreoaciv mors

determined 1O 40 whatever we .vanteJ 25 ¢, That King of zning.
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iz melidicg Ldhiway

Okay, 1 S1Cn't feei a part oF the womzn's Lineration Movement a3 sucn, and
the other Chicanas that | ¥ngw d'ony 7eel a part 97 i1 2ither. i  hat
atienced say some oF ine meetings itke of NOW, and some of The other
WOMmen's “w;n'cs groups, dul | founa that i ¢ien't TiLin. The Kings of things
that tney wers :'_a'z.’«mg apout wers foreign (o me. These were basicaily
Angic wamen. very angry Angie wamen wnd wers Jigniiag Tor what ey
consigerae their v IGNT3. | Toung that 2s | saw them, | i noucn:. weii 'f*‘u
alwavs nas mors “f* NIS Than | hac As much as they Tail Tney wers lafxing
Ffeil t?‘.a we Wers tacking more. S¢ ¢ Jidn't feei a part ot thelr movern
at ali, zna | gidnot be:ome INvoivea init. Onthe othernand, i used o f
very cacly, and | used te ge* very angry tnat i‘.h women That 1+ knew nz?
were Countes on o nc'p N the rr'*w"n!enta t’he same Lime were
belitiied oy some of the Chicano teaders znﬂ elyves. Nol 50 much the
average guy, the average Cmcano but the o.:es nat you worked with, ar

the ores that tyou f four*hr with. we used Lo have 2 2 joke, the Chicanas tn
ran arg und with, mav used 10 say,” You Know you don't know what 10 say
[f you are asked out by a Chicano, and you say no, the word gets around tnat
you rr: 2 lesbian, if vou ge7 asked out oy 2 Chzr‘ano and \,’OL say yes, ine
word gets out that vou are a whore.” So'we feif like no matter wnat ws

- ot ~ =
did, We Weren't GoIng 10 COme UL 0N T0D anyway.

A
u
T. !
/

Twas ano win situation

Thal's right. it was ano win siwar] 0N, 2nd Lhal USed o maxe me feé!
padty. But morg than badly. | thy rk 1 feit angry Very angry. hNow when |
WOTKEC 707 Sarza, barza was a Chican o maie, alqm, and 25 100G 2% 1 was
workir gl.xeaco whicnlc or him, everything wa 5 H3Y. iT i dig
anything on y e got dew u ,e- Wﬁ-‘*‘ Ewr oLe IKE 10 Write,
~fra1u hT £ro 'ny r‘ejrr “ana oubtish things, ne used 1o cf ms-t. He woulg
say, " LE «'e d To the €hi icznos in the com mu..u,r |ne=v c:\,vn Lwant ‘;ft‘“
writing thig Don't te v*:t!r‘-c anyraorel” And | said, "Walt on

4

3hit s}
since wien 4o vou rule my life, fof Chmies sakes!” Dagpie aven usa- 0 -'=:.i
me that he would ¢o 2na comeiain to tne Chicano ieaders. The Chicang
leagers ,sec 0 say, "Can t you coniral herll What's wrong with youl® =e'¢
reply, "well you know how she is” ‘hat ¥ind or thing, so that : was bitled
as arovai o'.tm, no matier what .:e*‘a while, re L like aroval bhiigh,
.,, v,

anc 1 acted Tike 2 royal u:tm and frankiy, | dicn't give & smif cause | was
50 p1ssed. | w35 N0T alone. MOST OF the women That | knew “hat Went on o
Decoma arofessionai ,vm nwr—re: & SarnE wWay.

Yeah, same way. | think thelr aspirations 7or us were 1owser than tneir

acoir::zons for h#m elves. | remember when t started in celiege, once
again | have to say | was ve"v Graterul har. Jose talked me into it, at fhat
time, | really wantec 16 o 10 faw schoeeh. §really Wwouid have liked 10 oe

an attorney,anc | felt put cown because he would sav, "Linda , what yau
Want 1o 0g I8 a secrelary.” Anc i'd say, "No, Jose. No, @ con'l” Ancng's

say, "Linda, wnat you wani i de i a teacner” An i‘u say, "Jose, ! hate
KIQS, 1 dOnT Want to De z teacnen” AR sl zay, "ihenz secre""‘;-’. You
get Intc these 01g ¢ffices, and that's whers Tne of w:—*-" ‘Ei" ANG ! ThOUCNE
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HON T Want 16 De 2 300 damned secreifary. i don't want o 3e that, fing for
whoever wants 1o 0& that, bul i don't want £o do L. And | never did, and
YOU KNOW ! o wnig say, ! iearnes | '\er. that i alicwed 'nyqe“ 10 G0 28 they
wanted e Lo, If 100X s2Creta ial courses, if {even iearned o type, |
WOLIS A% )¢ 3TLCH 1N Thal Tole forever. 50 6 th’;s day, | can'i type,
Ut Yol . 1ot me teit vou, ' have 1005 3ince then and | hepe To aiways,
wnere L alwavs qiven a Secretary SeCczuse not Onlv i can'i type, Dul i &
not gol o That's ihe way it 18, | just fell put down. 1 really gig,
20 ST WERD 2 Shame SeCzuse 10 aomire thém so much. P ma2n, i'd igolize
them wnen | Tirst met them. And of course you know, they arg not Gods.
You cannot put thern on a gegesial, or theyre going <0 Tai.. | §il DUt Thefm
on a pecestal, ! think. 1 used o think, my God, smart Mexicans. You Know,
ThiT iT incredidie, | hac a3 great, great peraonai respect for them. [ was in
aw of them, | really was. But as Time went on

No. No. 1 stili think fhey are male chauvinist oigs. | do even today. |
remernier 22ing at 2 o‘z:J garior or Sometning, sometimes we vou;c get
tojunyr after meet ngs, and Lou Carranza was there, It s geliing late,
anc | wasn't married any longer, and | QON't KNOW if the rest of them wers
married ( n Jack was married}, but someone menuoned Lhat nis wife was

always home alone, and e said, "She wanted £ marry aMexican. Thatl's
what she cets' Ang | Lhouans., this is rpa.ly incre dlola m.b 15 the same
man thal could instiil inm? sucn a fervor £o go out there and :*gm for
rights. Ho Jrox,icbc be s¢ couble standard iike trat as i st 2eCause
vm are marrisg 10 2 MexiCan, Then you ars exseCied tosuffer ‘H”\\,”

don tundsrstand, but i gid recent.

Wouid you say that most did nol rematn married?

my iriends, tney gig nct

RIGRL, Qui OU Know 1T was Tike getiing rehigion. You threw youssls s¢

neavin o il Ihat notning -:“-*' seamed 1o matter. | 11t iike | nac got
invoives hat wav ; C;xangcf" My friends were all gone. My former irienas
pecaues Insy coulan't 'ncer’::aﬂn Thig aiffecent person thal was thers.
mage new Tr1ends, and | never, ever, | never even saw the other peopis
again. ! moved into a different group. Butun, yeah, a 0L ¢f tham 'aos:
famiiies.

Did anv Chicana organizations exist at that time?

No, noT tnat ! knew of. My friend Esther )no formed one catled Chicanas,
not Chicanzs, wWormen wino Care'. E‘»u‘t it didn™” “'“‘\x'vp for very |

worked 70r tng City. In Tact, she worked afor the Human Relalions
Commission. That 15 how | ao: L0 Know W ner.
S0 you weren't part o1 17

Yeah, ! was part of it. Yeah, abzolutely, 21 Spanisn surname women.

So you wers 2 part of il DO you remember when you joined it7
Weil 1T nag 1o he in 73, ince Tnatl s whnen he articie came oul. + don’t
reziiy Know now 10Ng iT 135180, Mayos a year at tne very most,
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How ofien did you mest?y

Probaniy once a month, or mavbhe a Hitle more aften, t would nave 10 ¢hegk
With ner wWe nat 2 ano'* -:.*':35 200N 07 Agmen. Ths roudls wes nal 3
iot of Times we wau'f‘i fOCUS In 4N womsans issies, ang ':uC' otien i igokeq
ke va were anti-Chicane. Youxnow what i am saving. Alot of whas we
hac z‘.‘.:r‘uss wers graplems we pad witn tne Chicanes in n charge, and
somehcw iT Seemed deirimenial 1o the mov e*nent 23 3 wacle ToF us <o be
meeting and discussing what we should 20 200Ut this, that or the otner.
We "2a 70 keep it really HGRT wWeignt, 3¢ we woulan't 312D an anyone's Joss.
Ang then at tne same time. it :eemeo mea vvraf ers e

meeiing for if we
were t'\at ;nef.'ec ive, Why sother? Thers was an awiu! 1ot »:u 40, We
weran{ Hke the Anglo femai es n whai we ﬂfantec Oh they na da ot af
Seai ; Lhings, w‘w We 52w 23 se';E'__f nings we reil we had 2.67 of heavy
s3ues (o Tace. We Teit that wilh the men we weprs being r'“:"f‘m"‘ %c
n

—

dGF‘ﬁC'._ and we wers xepl Trom helcing c2scant posinions i the
community, WNEreas the Ang women were not. We dign'{ see nem
suifering 2:1 the iinds of discrimination that we did, s¢ we couldn't relats
to them vca"v weall in fact, we ¢ian't feel sorry for them, to tell you the
truth. But Dy the same token, wwnn we ;p“c in on our probiems, to often
- tney were in connaction with Chicano male

Did the Chicane maies recent you for that?

P Oon'C know, You Know, | Think whey used o make fun of us. i don't thinx
Lha{ tncy recented us S0 much, | Think we wer2 nm rous e ohem. Mexicen
men fiave always mads 'm\e“ about women. You know | had uncles, out not
DroThers, z"}at were in fhal age bracket, anc other men in the ramily, anc
knew that they joked apout women Generaily If you are a mother or @
gaugnues ,yo kriow tna-' yOu are sacreq, or | T youare agr aﬁcmot‘}er DUt
beydnd that, vou know M8» can oeonfc are vary hard on women. | think &
WGMen as weil as ine men.

Due 1o the susmissive steraoivpe of the woman?

ean, and yel 1L 1S 2 sterediype hat | don't <now why it exists, reaily
ber‘ause in my own family, and in a lof of the | familiés that | nave seé f, |
think that wé are very mairiarcnal. | tink my granama ruled the roos:,
and | Know rnv mother ruled the roost. When i'was married to aMexican
maie, i was incharge. So wnere de we get this business of being
supm‘swae I don't see it. Mayoe in some areas, but certaintiy not in
TUNnIng a nome. No netf there, | saw Us as being in cnarge thers, Whers we
couldn™ seem 16 ¢ get anead was when we Irieg 1o get inio any ind of
higher ,pa., NNg oF nigner postions fn the cemm;mj 1t den’t manter
wheihsr it was an Angio Doss, or 2 Chicang ooss. Their rezciienwas ins

came.

¢ D

brior T0 1672, when that article came out, there wasn't any woman's
organizations?

NOT thatl | knew of. There were really strong woman at that fime that
were inveived, r strong women. | saw fhem as reallv 3trong. !
ramamper there wac a hma when tnere was 2 photo sessien ﬂr Mexican
American woman. We all Went 0 562 1T, an¢ 1T Was 4one 2y, ! Think,
Drirna ‘;‘:y‘ maies. We were shocked at ¢Ur pictures becauss ihers wasn ‘t 2
singie woman wnd was smilin ', we 2l 1ooked realiy studborn, hard. an
detErminad. We dian't look 3oft, and farrining not at a1t ~nd thers »w.a

(I'J(..

A
4
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part of T that was “ﬂ'ﬂ‘y sifensive. (L was ihe vire? ::"9 inat i pagd ssen
Chicanzs N!tnOUL ﬂr\v‘ othes on, {ike in pornograghic 2oses. And | was
reﬂ"v rned off Dy 11 i Nag never seen crwtnng ke .f‘a., and i wag 1usT
realiy s eal‘v turned- f Anc me3t o7 Ine women | kpsw wers also. wWa
WEre (usT usal [0 S28ing a While woman 40 [hat, dut nsver for aMexican
Americzn woman 10 0S8 Hike that, and husband and wife anc cnild-als
nuge. T was 2 teTal snock

wnat oo you thing v therr main goais”

They prodasity wanied 1o get ahead like averyone glse. They prodadly
waniec some respect. Tney Dronabiy Wanieg gecent pav and 2 883CEnt
posiion tna:‘s probabiy ail we wanted. Maybe 1T wenac 2 15T of ataw
things tnat we wanieg we would tike 1L very muc) if Maxican Amer:cans or
Wwhite mziss d g not snicker i we came into U om. B30 i
commeniz 21 the fact that we nad fargs oreas:

thernseives i rom saying or Teeling, 'm.t WE WO

wanting {0 cet laid. Jw, Decause we wers Maxi

feced 2 ic LOT siereclypes. we just wanied a fitile

Rodney Dangerfieid. Got No Respect.
Do you feel the Chicana has more power today than in the iate 60's7

think 50, Of the women That were invoiv&d at thal time

ihat | am still in
gcucn wi th, they went on, they usec tha: experience To DuliG on. They
didr't just do this in the £0's and then walk away from i ang ge pack, ‘We
never G.o 20 Dack. We gion't go oac.< L0 The “itchen ang ral sS1ng ¥ids, anc

that's ali. AR that's ail we Used 10 do befere | got inveived. Nong of
dig zna':._‘ We ail ihoved on, moved up, 1 wouid nope movea up, sarn Det:
money, did sometning with ourselves. So, Yeani I'm proud of wnatl we've
cone.

Do you helisve vour SuCCess encouraged other women?

G sopie. A
wa ¢ Q61 2nead anc sne
¥iCaEn A ﬂ'*:r*a.ﬂ aven ‘:T sne's 'm' 2ng | uo'“ s e ?'here Was promise
there : WOrked very very nard to include these peooly, n them the
ropes. it matiers WHO VOU KROW. 1T Matlisrs now many se-:“t: YOou know. %
' tnal you don't’accept this King of ireaiment. Anc :f YOU Q00T
accep? T aﬂc make 1L well known from t G e :)&ﬂ}ﬁﬂlﬂg, then they are not
go.ng reat you that way. Yeah! | definitely feeilt nas.
.ou mow l 90 0 tell you on tape; this ’.s 2 very funny thing =7
¥ho Care. Esiher is actually a distani cousinor "mr‘e '-\"G she
Anc‘o as vou can get. But, we were all ymr {o oe Vﬂ"v exica

2 yat the
time. Shé formec this group and none of US,-none of us in Lr areup could
really speair o an sh, very weil 5o we got this lady, wna: Wwas ner name'?‘
| don't remember, Now we got this lacv {0 trave! around Witn us cause an
spoke “eaut.rw :.pams'x So, we'c tell her what we wanisa her 10 say, n:

then she’ a say it, and it was great. Weu Esther got us on televisicn,
Channe! 2, some newscast in'Jack | oncow Square.” S50, we take this ja

with us and we are going to put her on te! e:wsmn rgnit She got terr.ne g
we got her there and the woman couldn't talk. She 9ot into sriack and was
sheking and the newscaster said, "You got {0 haw“. i satd, “We can'l, we
Qon'T XNOW NOw 10 Speak Spanish good éncugh”. He 3ays , You ot te, IS i3
Tive, you knew”. So i 3aid, "You, Gol, On my Godt 3¢ the two 6F US ware
there znd we looked terrified, ferrified. 3o LNEY 23KeC U What was il we
waniec. Ang she cajg. "Necesitamos pollos™ She was trying 1o say
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necesitamos apoilcs. The cuy looKs at ma then, and savs, "2oroue? and |
said, wes trying to say we navn aiot o: pressura and i sand, "Tenemos
FUCNOS Zr1SI0N2s.” ANG S¢ You xnow, | think they ran that ..ewm.a,L 2
couple of 1 i S norrible. We never 4id thar acain. | dign't de that
aGain. o o,e". Caugnt up one .'no?e time aller 'ﬁaL, Causs she 13
e ner would you come and Inferget 1or these peopie 2t
2} sazc surs. "Surs i'is -;0." She s 1ike thal. 3ne Shows
up, econical intormation she hzs 92i to s2vy in Spanisn
Tweil .: Sre and Mare 218G O mvesiy Hke when we went
on t2levisic or | could faint. "So, | faintea

But aside from the funnyness of it, she was genuing In wanting £0 4¢
SOMETNINgG T4r US. And 1T Actning 21se, thig funny groug, it Gave us 2
coblision, 2 feeling If £oliision Hey, i'm not in nngmmr thngs, they reatly
do treat 3 iike this. How are we 0oing to ceat with that. Soitwas a
DUNCD 07T Women wilh 2 Commeon Dropiem, scmetimes, we OLFSGEVED,
somelimes other people. :au. at least Wr; 2ould Teel and share. Yean, ! am
not alone 1n this mess. | am f\oa. Imagining tmr*g problems do e*ﬂm, and
thiz is how | nandied them, what do you think about that and that Kind of
thing. S¢ we were 2ll in the szme boat, & bunch of single mothers with 2
punch of kKids

Macr ot nam an . o lemeta ipe Fharte - P "t ; -
WS 2F Tnem 2nd mOst Nad inlie ¥ig -.ia-’: N8 WaY 1T Was Wngh Wwe wers

SCNGOT and you get mzrried and have

your” qu age. You get out of hign

tigs.” Nobedy aven 2sked yL 22 of 1010 vou-thatl's the way it was, 1t was
expe Led 30’ we were atl Kind of on the same boat. But | am proud of the
group cause we really have grown, we reaily nave Grown.

Wwhtle vou were working for e HRC, you puniishec sk
Okay, | never worked 7or tnems No. what happened was | was a2pgoinied
commisioner oy Nerm Minera :t Ihe time he was on City council, Ang
quess he falked to the major, and they appointed me a \.Tnn*m;..uner.
Esther, on the otner hand, worked for the cornmission. it was a director
and Ais s1alt. AT .c then, we had this table of commissioners that met
monthly 1o get poticy and so forth.

-
=8
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Were any of your skeiches sver censored”

NO, noT. r‘eai‘y They ta"ir;e about
oer'oc ARG Thers Was a Lime tha! SV

L,Ce '*rLer m wno;a ntowout over the sketch, And the fact thar | was
"av TINCTITIes wera (reatsd J feren:‘;y, which was true, mef did taxs
:.ome achlon and | had done a drawing of myseif wearing 2 geg and tnat
never got printes. Thal's rue.

CeNsSoring not only my skeicnes tuf me
U, |t thought, wa.n, a m;nmb thers was

Which was your Tavorice skeicn?

uﬂnn-‘f\ vy
Hik=

201y THE DNE Thal you saw N the aricie. it was of my ex-nuspand anc
at tnal Lime that ! qid if, there was 2 61 51 Satness in Ine S¥eTCh. But
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that isnow | Tell Ingige, relatlive 1¢ wihatl was hap 0ening e us. | felt a ot
of sadness, a 1ot of anger toc, an awii iol of anger. And tne cartoons, |
Use 1 justnave fun with thase. Thai's all, just fun

e Ing Doiice dedartment goes and 1obbies the councit 1o 4o
i Swomean. Yeah, It §rusnt down atiention. Don't forget
get that xing of invermation in front of the press. The
Iy qoing to _orm-t mYLTING, but aﬂyt’me thergic a
! qo t"we va: a ceniroversy ang tnat was

:

which skeich causad the most uproar?

That one of Thal man, and | tmink the reason 1t 310 wae because 17 ine

caption underneatn, See, wnzt really Durneg them up was that ! was

impiying that they treated peseie cadly, and tney did. This one. lel’s see,

"Human ceings 1n 2 Demecracy cannct be c:‘v Ced Into twe classes, .n

who mey safely be beaten and shot by police, and those who may no S
'

h‘, they got S0 angry hecause you were implying that's wna'
nappened 1o Mexican ,-\mnricans in this \.or“"qum" ut in truth it was
w“ac wa" hawcr\mg YOU Might have seen a rew months age cown in
Southsrn Califernia, and there were -aorm: Blacks that posed as regular
cizizens and thay were bezren oy the police force. It was that kind of

th{n* gners, very much s5¢. McNamara has ¢reated a :ot of chance out the
cme wé nac then, .f*’urcrv Was very very Gitrerent. 5o it na:‘se".uc don't
kKnow why They gented | Wnat dc you 30 3tay "D *age ang think ug 2l

E T
LII\J\-».— ‘.,:\.-”J\.:‘-"\., H f

IMPACT OF MOVEMENT OM FAMILY/COMMLNITY

Yes, 171 nadn’s ogen for That | Con't thing | 20Lid ave ¢olien invelved as
deepiy gs | did . Secause after alt, he was thérs 1o care for the chiidren
and 0 take fare o7 things when L wasny'l thers. etz face g if vou really
get involved in something ke tne Movimienis, and you have 2 10t of
commitment, 1T takes a 10t of Uime. A 10t of fime and a lot of energy. !
expended a 1ot of time and enargy into it

S0 he was verv supportive

He wasn't suppertive. de just tolerated 1 He hateg it

Because de wasn't involved, did he consider nimseif Mexican American?
‘es, ong That do2sn't make waves, doesn't cause oroclems. You know thatl
xing, 50 he was not suppertive. He was just tolerant, and later ne wasin't
4

aven folerant.
Did your childran consider themselves American 2107

Tne olgest or‘ 8 has Crown Up vary Confuses asout what he 15 Wren i got
mvoivad in the Chicane Movement with Jose and sveryone, . hac kics 1nat
A anvIning out Anelo - the wav they sounded, the way they

had never b»

('L', \



dregsen, ang hs way They acted. When | god Qvarnen?,
began oringing alot of other perspectivesn v 00int3, that
ey oicred o on 1T 2TPECTsC the glgest Ing ¥ CONTLEAT a8
10 what he was. ! remember, he got in 2 ¥i¢F g2 ng was
SIVIRG © 2 was Mexican (and Ne 10CKS i N is nall;
He dian L Mexican at atd, anc ! remams rﬂ M, “—mv oy
PRy are Mexican”, they wouid 2skn '\0“' celause
We 23T Seans. thatl's new | Kne he uOL BUrT oy
70 sams Cconuseq o ma. L "'“.e, . LhOUEnT
'L was niai ©o nim. | thought T hey wars
Tearmng QUL L Signgirealize wiha BeIng
invoive 0 have on them, who ha a totaity
givierant ‘vav So what ne pensl Wwas that & whaine
ThOUCnT 25 Maxican ac sossiple. Whan ther 3 Thet

Siloie} T0O3En0CT or were DeIlIgerent, e et

i QE‘IL@S. i Ihing

2] =3

= i
'“"" Sorim R A R AT ~ I
ﬂ':' na' ‘_a\.t f Wi Ll Liial DUH"'

~ 3 H M

What about your other cni

Hoilv {2 my second chiic. When spe was Tive, we founc oLt that she was
mentally retarded. She had become 111 when she was a smali child, and had
surfered brain damage, SO sne was not aftectad by what was hapoening.
She ‘soozs 2iright, but cne is 2 ¢child in nher gwn mingd. The next one was
Jarnes He gotvery confusad 2isg, but differently from tne other ooy, =2
starist :\avm NEroes L @t ware Mexican, He always 1alkeq about Senits
JUBMSZ, WNICH | guess was a2 president inMexico. S0 1T hac more o7 2
05 IMGECT On M. Re coull 2ee wnatl !t was doing getting inveived in
:mngs, and ne dign't Want 10 g2t NVSIVRd 10 1T 30 TUCH, SUL A2 toCK oride
in it Now -:nP ca cslie Lagile isalof htkeme. Sheicas raoser
qne G"[ in troubi everyinng that came 1o the house. She
L

witnessed wnc. ids w
S0 yOou €8, They v

ungerstand it Le
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P roamemper | :..ar ratl 3ChCe! TOr Ner viaws, o
Was with ms whe 23 R0Sas rot 100K f:}!ct.e .
Wasg n scmsc’; and ASETs ‘ ‘zu:; The 7130 The ieacher wan
whv ang =he said, "Be s no lustics for ail, | saw wha
nazoensc.” Sheres : 1ot of troudis

oUNd OUT what was happen:ng
" nc,d taken z vary | o
Su
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and QUL U ECSUNC Ber, 2nd Szic Lhatl of the cnildren couicd 1atk 1o her
YOU KNOW 1T W3S Sscary, dul | salg, "Lock sha is er.m‘!eﬁ £3 Ner opinionz,

SVER if 2ne is -Jr;‘:- asmail Cnild @ am 50Ty ThaT it 18 u0SEiling vou, oLt
that is her opimign.” So i took care of it, but she is still ke that. She is
very very sir orq :m: calied up this morning all concernea about the
things that we wen in the Civil Rignts - the Things that we won. She was
taiking 200Ut the 2ush agministration, 50 3he 12 Dolilicaliy dorientec

NG, i "i'"-"-;-/ TABT pecause The media g nancee 1= aii the time. Tnev grew up
firsi ¢ r\m!hr' hey wers .“"T":‘ ican Tiﬂer‘ tney ook up Mewicer .‘;.fﬁ\.lri-'\:a"
™ AH- AU e Chicang, and the nexs ‘.".:.“.{J The"/ .J‘:EW it W::'..E =icpenis
S0t thane they waonder wihilch ane ﬁ%a”y FITE, "fay pe one Tits far 2



PArTICUIar 20InT 0 Thelr ife. and another one fils 7or another 20int in

[ 134 S . [ . - —y T - S — e
Lheir tite. I aoni xnow. SUT ! ¢ Xnow that it wasn't as orevaient 235 it
ONCe Was - Tne term

From YOUr Derceniion, wihal was the impact of the Chicang Movement on
the focal Chicans anc Non Chicano community?

-

n the don Chicano s
First of ai! on the iocal Chicang.

thougnt it createg 2 tramencous aWarsness 6f the fact tpat there wag 2

48

very iarge Chicano popuiaticn hera. | inink that osfore ail TV NIt tne
NeWIDaners and thers wers §roups thatl wers shown on TV and thera wers
OrOtetis ang whal have v:;" OO TNk 020018 realizag they Nad thas
many Chroang neghoors, 1T w as z OUIET COMMUNITY, 2r UNKNGWN
COMMUNITY. 1N8Y LS8 79 121K al0Ul TNS 2.8eQinG (iEnT Thal nas awaxsensd
ARG thal was 5rovaoty a gocd ¢escription for me, | cecame aware ¢f at!
thesz Chicano peosple that existied Forme it was iike speming up a whole
new Worid, Sorenow you tended o think, Chicanos wers in the sacisids
g VErYWh m

K
Sutl we “cund that that wasn't true. W : |
Be""“csba Milpitas, | mean Lhere were Cnican
that they could come Together as a force

(D E’
V=6

a L this
terrm sense of identity, a terrific sens ower anc caring to. Inone
article that | wrote, [ Ihink it Was calleq The "arrio txperience” | i taiked
aDoUt NowW my faith and hooe Yor Chicancs was oiind. And | knew that and !
didrt care i dignt cars wnat it was bhind faith. That's now much my heart
Was 10 if Bul Defore thar | never even knew that they axcsted 1 rezliy
naan'~ 3o in-zerms oi-tne igcai Chicenes, It hac a tremendous wnpacl. On
the nen Chicano community, | Think iniliatiy it pad 2 tremendous impact.
£N0UGN 50 thatl we Couid sten inand siart moving in. | think | told you oance
oefore that | thought thay looked upon us Hike th2 militant Blacks, and
within w‘“ei /es TOON'T Think we aver saw urseives thal wav, Sul we
were wnlmg to Tet them tnink tnat i that's what 1L 100K 10 create change

F L TOCK Threals Of if it 100K 7825 tNen .21 '{, YOU KNGW Cause we were )
way Dening, and we needed Lo calch Ul €0 gadly. 30 they at Tirst were very
much au 216 of the Brown peril com iNg OLT 2t nem. ARG iater wnen they
were nol afraid anymore and they WErg Used 1o our Tactics, then we hac to
fing a d'f-‘ereret way, We nac a2ireagy inched up, we nag moved in some
pCSitions where we could say '*{«oy, nere iz 3 Co0d oot ngle, let's start,
let's pulic on thal. 50, they Saw ug with Tear, | guess, and | IninK
aveniually with some respectl.

LTRINK 30, 1 4GON'T LRk 1'C o2 Going what | am domg now 1T we naon't. |
Mean | nad nevsr Zene 3NYTRInG oul 07 the XITTNeN BeTOrs, 2nd | am making
a film. Yeahi 1t mage dig changes

Why do vou belteve the Chicane movement has digg down a pit?

[ den't thnk it has cleg down, T think 1 hgs Chgnged. | InInk it has Cnanged

2167 07 The MILTants that you nad 2 uime iney gecams intelieciuars
M _f mim = R Y -~ " - [ o R R

A 10T of The people Thar were very Qrass rocis sither pelame setie
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aCiC2TEC ana MOVAr UD 1O 20me 00SILIONS Somewners, Ang (here was ne
onger a naed o yeil ang scream and demand action, Thewv nad action, anc
they wers now wWorking 2t Sometning aivierant than what tney started oul
10 ¢¢. SO, ¢ dont see iU as all gone, | 33¢ 1L asreaily very Changed. :am
Stiil Ihe same Derson that | was al that Time. 1 3T g8t angry. | 34l get
S&C. Sul iamnot figniing ing way tused 10 1ignt. Thers "5 1o need 10 £
40w To 2Ty hall ang Sorgam, §Lan do much Iore The wav . WOrk now,
Muca morz. My contacls are powsrtul. My ffe1s girferant. QUL it doesn's
ean That | am denying wnat | am. i am w:‘a;. L am. BuT . A@ve move ¢ away
from baving Lo scream 2t peopis, d have Lo say, "Hev, ok al me, i'm
qua.” eG. | cando tnis” They 2l r'acy Ng! Uo, wnal |am guabivied and thall
Can go this. And they are paying me very nangsomely Tor doing it

-~ =i
You have oroven yoursslt.

What was your most positive gxperience auring the mevemnsant?

what was nr*y most positive experience? | fhink thet 1t wouid have to be
fincing myself, finding my own strengths, finding ne seif confidence that
| found. Unh, that wouiG beé the finest thing.

Ang what was the most negative?

The MOST negative was the fact that, | think, | looked aiffsrent to the
ANZIo maiss that | came In contact with. Once | had more 2ducation, once |
Nad mors 2xs e lence, | pecame 2 different gerson tnan ing Lerson théy nac
7irst met, the housewiie they had Tirst met, but in the sy res of the Chicano
| GON'T think Tha 1 ever ¢hanged. | th nk iney st saw me 25 a housewife,
a Meuican American remale. :,,- \,rre‘.tt “espe T, ang the feeling of
confidence on the part of the Chicano orothers, like | did the admiration of
the angio maie

Yes, | aiways .* 1T that That wae the case. | wouid nave 1o say thal's stilf
progabiy stiil trye. Anc fhat is _,ac
1S there anyining you would have done divferantly?

Looking pack, | don't think | would have been so in "aw” of the Mexican
maiss zha; | hag to come In coniact Wi o, ine vnec | wo"kef" with, the ones
P marchad with, the ones mau gave me direction. If 1 hagn't been o 0 "aw”
of Them, @ Mignt Nave iound myseil soonsr, m;gjht have progressed z 1ot
faster, out i 3pent a ot or Time 1ooKing up 10 z0rnedody as oo00sed 1o just
GeTTING UD ﬁef-:— ang 20ing it mysall. zne ane thing that 3!:3 v, really

\

-

.w'ld -"’\L.Ou!‘ e any Mexican femaie, Mexic nfi\memcan 11SDanic, rnrfyna,
OF Whatever ¢ /c 1 themsaives, the ohe thing that | fee! reaily good
about that ! that { think other woman :rouﬁ; do, is not be afraid of
anyining in zerms of a chaiienge. Just tecause :‘.e/ say we nesg someone
to de this in such, and you've never‘ done it, s all the rmore reasoq wrv YOU
should say, "Let me try it", because you never know how much you €2n
arow. YOu never kKnow now much you can make of yourse:f Mcq“ You |.arw
2 name, 2nd g8t OUT Tnere anda Iry something new. Don't ¢ airaic .Trg.f

anvtningd. Wda:snt'rcatcr it vou make a o1 of yourseii, 1t Joesn't
marter 17 you 7al Gr’wn couple of Times. decause you £an raally, rezliy
exgard. ! mear, the sy is the Hmil, The shy s the timit, S aiwave, st

16
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