
i vras cr-::~t ir-: scrpjOJ I \vent Lo-~ seqreaatea ·5cr"1oa! a1: Cc~a ~,l2nca. 1was 
• "'.,...... -- -, ~ , :....•- .... - • .:.. (".: r- ·\ •• ........ ,:- ._; -"'em '"h-::.°" • _..,.,.........~,.,,-::::i. w,.. .......101 l·...,11;,.. ant.. :.:.0 I :tC•.; a ,O;__ ·-·i !-- r1 ✓ ,!!:'C;t'.....: . ._;vii:-... Ur lll 'I t': '= t.1lc.;l. l '-'_lu1I t_ 

nave :o sit in class, or that : couiC :~o and ans...,ver phones in the or1ncipai's
of:·tce. ,j;-, could ao i;") another room·and pair,~. Wr,at can i ·3ay, ! fel: !ike: 
nae a :or. of Drivi1eaes and I am sur2 ! did. i used to.be a real s1ckly ~~1ij_ !t 
~Nc.s '·!f('/ not (:own ·tri_e~e .. ~nc if t:--jey_rnade me~~ ou~ on t0e piaygrouric~ a 
:ct er times ! vvould ra1nc. Anc so. ; nad a lot or exc~ses :or nor. nav1n~ r.o 
,.,, ·"';,-- ..,.: ony-'ra 1 .:.....,.,,..,,,.,,... "T("c... ~·a---.-.--• j ··"c·"' 11 ·--•·i ;,... "'•-'"'11"\1'' r~-,-;a ...•,..!_: ,j_)'., '.)!, I ':ii,.,., t l...lllil':_1.:i :,h:;) '.....:~ ,_,1.::::t. le.-\ C'1;i:•... i:1 ':-•.,,,•,JJI 11.:::: ....... :.. 

~:Jsie: for triem to make ailo 1Nances. \Vel1 ycu don·~ r12ve :o sit in the:e. or
'J ,.....,, ....... n , i....,_ ,.,,..,_ -.-,.-- .-,-.. , 3,-.-.·- ..._,-...-.11:.- .... 111•-.-.. -:,,. :.1;ri,.., : "'.C~",..,....r1•-- .....yc1 1.0iJii L 11ave 1.,1_; l11:::.1_, :,1_; i W !-"V/J..01-::ll 'I" 1:..11 lt;e .-...:1,,.• .:i, I I ..,,11C'i1,..,::-:·.'....1 ,:.ii;,. 

one time Lr"1ey maae ;ne hail monitor (a b1a oositionl ! \V2S verv small and 
th:- Kies wanted w come in so badly. I could say wt,o came in ano who 
dior,·t I was iust reaily beina horrible, and I tnouqh~: am not lettina 
anyone ,n. Since ,r,ey aon't li!<e me,! am goinq to show mem. l was tiltina 
mv seat back, and tl,e chair qave out from under rne. I went spiat on the , 
floor, and you never saw so many i"lex1can kids laughin,;. 1 never hac: rea:lv 
c!ose friends other than the three that! mentioned. • 

Wt"'ta~ sub lee ts iNere tauaht to vou?- ~ ' 

i arn <::oinq to be very honest vY'1ti"1 vou. I \V?.S ?.bsent not f,orn sch•Joi, bu~ 
--M,O --n.- "'as--~-,~ ~- m:anv ·'~e·s ·ha· I ,,-n·· a·ve" --r--embe" ' TI Vi:,·-·..,:_., ..:,1 Vv:11 1 :;1.,; /,/.,.,,, :..ll!I i..11 I_ 1 (;·J, t.,., !1 I C';1i ,.! l. , 

rel"'"ffib"r,,,._, \.,; w·nat I "K'II ,,.,-; I HL•.:.a·11,,,.,_ i... [. I ;,·ked reaa·1·nr1• ~. I 11·k 0 a· cr,c 111·r,a,,\.. ,,._,._., "na11·sn· 1 , I;,._, _.._,,.,_;, I 

hated math. l hated it. Be·:ause t!iey didn't make me cfo anythina ~hat ! , 
didn't want to do, I ,jian·t iearn mat!,. I hate it, I'm not aoina to·ao :t. rine' 
No pr0b:em. So that was rea!!y foolish on chelr part anC on 'fntne. but! '.V~s 
just a kid. Art, I loved A.rt, and I levee to write. 

Did your.ave a ravor1te teacne:? 

I haci a lot of favorite teachers. One tnat stands out is Mrs. Easterr.iina. a 
·VPr'-' :.:-~n~l\i ,1--~n{;':"'-Ji~hc.r]\· 1-,'1\J Tr'i=-v (!C~/'1 -:--. ... .:.ar:-,. uc r-•a7,y t!-"-l"'L'"'C. ~i!"\r~'., I 1l_i1,, ":II .... i .y .a.... , ... 1..,1 ........ ,., ... ·.IJ L-., -.J ,_1 ·-11111::, ............ 1,1.., .,·.l .o1o1v1.,1,.,, ...,;I - ., 

I i1ved with aranarra, we never had utens1ls. We iust used tortillas. anc 
haG :::fans ani:: tor::;ilas. I crew up on beans a;id tor,illas (Mv favor:.:e 
food). In school they woula give us a sheet of pacer, and they would say,
"Pretenc t!"iis is vour bread, and vou have co cut it in four pieces ana :)utte: 
one 01ece at a time." We never e'ven seen bread, but let me tell you I used 
to do it perfecrlv t thouqht somecav if I ev<:r ge:: rn a restaurant, :;"11s !S 
how i am going t'v butter lt. l t made' an imoression on me. 

So they introduced oread and butter to you. 

Yes, i likea it. ! ii~,eo :t ·1erv much, and then i arew uo and did 1t just like 
she said. Even tnouah 1t didn't make much sens·e at the time. You know 
wno I was really close to was the princioal. The principal had been triere 
when my mother was there in that same sc;-,ool. He had a iot of authority 
cause wnen ,twas tirne for me to get rny ~onsiis out, he 1s the one that 
declced it -..,v2s taneJ and then he took me :.o the hospitai 2nd brought me 
home. r~ot my own mother. 



;;_, 

Y~s, because we were in contaci: 'Nith other races and that \Nas somethlna 
we did no;: ,:now how to deal with. We had known a lot of Anglo people, ::iu 
ti1ey were ail teachers, or Sunday school teachers, police, or whatever, ou 
they were not our friends. We were bused to our junior hiah. Next door to 
it was another school compieteiy fenced in. It was for American indians. 
We were taugr,t to be real afraia of them. Vie were told not to go near the 
fence because the tndians lived there. I was reaily terriiied of tr,e 

1A..,.,,.,.,., n,... •c .-◊ ...,.,. ,..... , • .;.:.-,._.;. : •;,...•nv a·or, ..;. ::..'C .... ·; l?--.,:::it D •• "' ........... 

, 111:::::ri a1J :na1a ,:i. j 1, ... I.., :,1 'jL!Jµ;O now \..11-::l\. ! lilll 1\ ..,UL IL, u\.H 1N-c Nr:: C 

limited rn our exoosur:o. Vve ,::idri't mix we1i with the Anglo students, from 
.... I,.., ., A_wir ··n"""1., ''l"r" no ""'nor•h.,JI'·Vh;:ir I r,,,,l,i~•J ... ,,,_;; ___ C.PI" WP·- ,,,o.r"''J "~r<- 11/ 1c.o,·1:,-L;:.,i,__, ._. ..,;,,,i•• 1...iai,1 vl.., '-., ;,1, !1.-;~I ._., 1-... , t'...,, 

r,:,e,cr•er".i J in i1J·nL,rdiv,;•..,;,,_,r,1·nn -=cn~.-,·1 I I,---..: . 1" did, 'h,, "ec--..iv.J en·a•,.1·, The" "'~revvi;,,.,o~·1• ''nalo 0 _,L..,,.,.....,. ,1,.,u.,, f'tv 

'V"' "OU.I"'") '0 1·- '" :::-u~-' ~ar:" s·n1·r·K W" ''/'r r·'t I"•, \, \., \..i •wt J 1-, J j I, 0 '.w I \.o j l, ... : l '- t'' (:; I... I l. 

Were you s;:111 dolng weli in school? 

I d'a i,.., •..., ........ ,b'e · ,.. ,.. ... ·- · ....... , · ,..• · j ,..., .. ;,.., ..... ,...,_ ........ ..... ;.. ......... ..., d I .,.. ·No ' I l IV!! I I . ! •.. Vi I l. :<1,v ll Ii i .0::H. II Li.Cl e.::.l. UI vv. ,al. J idpi,.... ene . U-=,eC. 
to get r-ea1~y angry because I l!SeCJ ~o speak very 1Neil H'\ Soanish. I couid 
read it ana wrne 1t because : 1earned 1~ from my grar,d;";'1o:ner. V✓ hen l 
v;ent tc elementar1 schooi, they used to hit you on the r,and if you taikec in 
Sp2nisn ::o remind you noi: to do ~har. They didn't nave ~o rem1nd rr,c 
because ! wanted so rnucr, not to fit in, but to stand above. So ; never used 
I 

t 
w, 

I ·•01)1/i:. ('riiu -;'-'--"'-'l:;:!,J,_.::~ni; 

1 
a-=: ~i::i .... .:-err rr,u.'1·n .... ......... ,1c-•::.f"' ,.1,.,, .:J "..,,.J,,.I 1·~ QPr"fAi""i .... h -!-~II...,.-•-./a~! -:-r,cn ·nII 111,... ...,,.1...,, 

junior niar., they turn 2:0und ana try ;:o teach us Spanish. : qot realiy
resentfuf aecause i already knew it, and yet the kids were n-o~ a!lowed to 
say it. Anyway, I d1d,'i't ao weii. I was realiy rebellious at that tirne. I ,Jid 
well mayoe 1n Art and Engi1s;-,, and tha, was it. Don·t foraet I had never 
learned marh, eitr1er, because I didn't have to. Richt! wen I dicn t r1ave 
tnose kina:: or orivi leces in Junior h1gr,. : aot there wav behind. at leas~ in
math. • , , ' 

How was Hiah Schooi7-
Limited. I droppea out of h1an school very, very youna. I was 16, almost 
i 7. I dropped out of scnooi anc got marriec. • 

Did vou ever wonder wny there weren't Chicanos in higher pos;t;ons? D1c 
you blan1e them? 

Did I ever notice it and make an opinion about it? I noticed it. At thc:t 
time! t!"'ie 1rr:oresston :t-:at was 1~iven to me was that if there were no 
Mcxtcan .A.rnericans ;r: 8oslt1ons- of authority, ;twas because it -~vas tt1e:r 
f aui~. 

https://ec--..iv


3 
Orai history: LH1da Peralta Con'.•Vav 

\veil,! was involvea in sct1ool ali the Ilme because of mv kids. But ln 
- ·rm~ 0~ '""''' "'O;""t"! .... ;;i,....; -,.,. ..... c·nco 111 

! "'•"\'~I" .... /"'[. ar[·a1· .... o.~ '"no "ho"ght- 1 t._t': II.:;'; iii'/'....: !ii~:.,;_'..,;,, wU ~ I i 1/;:"J.,_; :::,I vi 11,_,,_,; Li'-,._ I 0 JI!... _I 

1.vasn't unti~ (was ir,vo1·./eC: with .Jo::.e, .Joaauln 1 anc some of t!1e oLne: ores 
~fiat: sa\v the ;:,css~bi:;ty to re:ur;1 bacl-:: :o schooi. 3ut lt had never :3e':'n 
~n ootion for rne i never areamea about 1t. I had never met a t~iexican 
.,, ..... -·r· "'";:l:""' • ~----- .... ....,,v 1··r -0 .... -· an c""· 1,.. ....... o_ ~- a,-iu:~ !'-'.-, ~---an '·n"'""r"''"'an ,.,,-.....,1i!t:, l\..,uJ! \;i/iL11 ,::l11 :-.!ilL;.Jl I .... l.ut..,,::n.. :•li-all U i:..,.t'.'•,!'~ l .-.l1t',i\... 1. r.=·· 

·sa1c before, all the roie modeis were white, white mal<:S ana whi[e
;er;,ales. It ,jiijn·t dawn on me that I could do that - t:1a~, could go back te 
scr,ool, even after ! was a lot oldei-. ! was scared when ! aw go back. I was 
very very scared. 

Some11me durinc the 60's. I don·t recall what year I went to school at 
State throug!'", Carrasco·s needling me, mostly. 

Were vou involvea with the Chicano Student i'love:nent at Citv? Or at San 
!('ICO ~t?-tO( ,V _, ._, ,:;J •'• •...,.J

• I used rn co to tne railvs and meetinas and so forth, but not at Citv rarner. 
! never attended City. just at State. ·1 was not your usual stuaent.' I wasn·t 
a youna person. So I would not necessarily t,e where aii the young peopie 
were. 1 was much older when i was at State. 

Did you araduatt from Co i1eae"?- " 

~lo. I dropped out aiter 2 years. I couldn't do it anymore. i was raising 5 
kics JY myself, working fuli time, ana aoina rn school. Something had to 
give. When I was reaily involved in the"Chicano r1ovement, I was marrie,j 

'1.-=,l/Cil1,,,;, a1•no11~n r~arl- '• pns~;·o'e 'Or,.,.,,")"' 
invoiv'ed. I was gone a lot. 
-n,.; -,; " 1J~"-"" :·.. , ._.u: :1':'l:1~- ''·'n'•1 .... 1 .. l;'K'Lt:il.,. 1 .t! ...;'=lL·J .:,1 1 !: :11';::l 1 ~•<;::d1 1..::i!• 

El"1PL0Yf1ENT 

While a::;oiying for jobs, no[ having a degree ever pose a problem:: 

~~o. it was never a orobiem. I went from doing nursing to wor1,1ng for the 
r,rst 10t, 1:-iaa in government. !twas w,th ,he Reaeve1opmen;: ,'\cency when 
it was still seoarate from the city. From there I went to work as a 
Community Reia[ions person for Job Corps. By this time: n2,J met a lot of 
peopie, and had a lot of contacts in terms of 10b opportunuties, so when 
tney advertised for the 1st aaministra[]ve assistant for ci:y council, I 
applied for that. l received a position there. tne city was afr::Jid cf 
puL-c1na anyone cown. Thev went wlth wh2I \V2S cailec a r2:;"10ow 
selec:Ton. They got one Biack, one Me:<ican American, ana one \vl,Jtc. 5o, i 
was 1.vorkiniJ :here at the time Norm f"lrne~a was Mayor. Then ne cec:ee•j ~o 
run for ConCress. 'Nhen he \Von. he askea rne to ao 'Nith h1rn. 1 v,as :1ls
fil""sr r•;eJ.., lc.n \A/'ne" no"/?..:" ;,-.: of'iro. on•' ...... ........ c. \;.1---,:..-1 1y~r"- ,-.l'. -~ ....... -I Ii• j ,f...;1·-~1'-' ,I •• :,.,, .• ..,ill ,:,_ ... ,,;._,lL \..V'..,1,.,:VCt. ... :...,.:..1:.__, 

whicn is a unit of government seoarate from the city ana coum'✓. 
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Cira! Histor',I: :_inda Peralta Conv,1av 

You 'Nere tne oniv f"iex;can Amer1can? 
(_ 

·w·0 ··1 r1·,-,n .. ,'\("'l\iJ I am "'O~k•n,-, on a ~~ 1(1""1 ~ .......... •~.~ r·.:.r"'·---•-.-'. ,1v·,...,.,.,-~,,..,... !-,•--:"i
•... I :,: l llvll' 1 , 11 VY I, I ~ ! !1,l iVi \,.;.::: :.1....... u ii..a .. _:J: ;,,e,:, ,_,:1i1..::,: 

and last ,;ear I oroduced some commercials for tr.em that were o;·, channe' 
36 and crla:--1ne1'1 i. l wor~: 2s their puolic reiaticn consuitan~. soi af';l tt'ie 
one that buvs T.V. time and ,adio time. so forth, and I des1cn tneir annual 
report. i tnink that they are probably the oniy union in tne·coumry .:hat 
purs out an annual report just like a corporation does, to all their rnembe,s 
each year. It is a very prog,essive union and i enjoy it very mucn. 

How long r1ave you been doing tl,at? 

I have been w1ti, them six years. I work under contract and it is renewed 
every year. it can be rejected at any time, but it has been renewed. 

Do you r,ave an, he ipers or do you do it al I yo_urse Ii'7 

I do it al! myself- wnen I am goina out of town or if I arn ili, 1·11 caii a 
friend of mine that I met who usea to be in tr,e Chicano F:im \nstitute . .A.nd 
his name :s Richard Martinez, and he does P.R. also. He does it for Joo 
Corps. : like to write and I am iam1liar with his wr1::inc. He takes over 
for me, if I am not goinc to be around. That was an interestina g,ouo too. 
1·:1 neve, forget the tirst time I hired him and there was a bifguv, • 
photographer, Ray Roarwuez and I needed some stuff aone for ' 
redeve loprnent, and ! remember I asked him how much he charged per nour. 
Ana he said, "$50 an hour", and I said, "Hell! I can qet a White person to ao 
it for ':'.la~.-- He said "Linda, the movement, rernemb·e, ::-ie rnovi~nienrn" ~ut 
I did h:r~ nim and we became reailv cood friends. 

' -

Earlier you mentioned the Chicano Film Institute - What kine of 
organization was that? 

The Ch1c2no F1 im lnSLi!.Ute had an office downtown, wt';at was then tne 
redeve1oorn1;nt area. !twas creative artistic types, ail i"le/ican ,A.mer1can, 
cai11na :hernse:ves Lhe Ci11cano F1lm :ns::~i:ute. .A.nd i ~;-'ii:',f., :tie ;n;~:~: 
th:·usfwas tr,at tr,ey were aoinc to proauce materials, docurnen;:ar,es, 
photot11es of everyi:hing that 1vv'as happening in Lne Ct1:c2:--:o i"love:-::~n:: ar 
that time, I got to know some of the members, and I know some still. I 
see ve:y rev--.1, anymore. 

So V✓ hO \verE; some of the key members? 

There \Vas Teo ~~:ora~es, -..vho \veni: on to ed1t a maaazine c2ne-: ~owrics: 
I
M::,r,a-;-•,-.,,.

IC.:~ 
,;,r1·c--
'" 1, 

1·-= ctil!
_,_, 

1·n O'Jbl'c;:;t'on
• ,.._, I. _. ,1,_, i:;...,,1 1 •IIJl I Altr· 01•an ;,,, ,;oner·-u r1•n it ,r,•;Mer.o

._,.,,.... ..., , ... ._.,, ....I ,, l,..., 

·ne -r,c --1- 'Nl'e 1rcrc, 0 -,. rlodr·auc- ;,n "x~-"i,.n- "lar'K ;,·v• ,ur,'-·· • •:::!,, •.I:.' I , ..__,i,.,,, ;-s,.(J'/ l'"". l: ·-...,L. ~ ,..; 1...:::::i.., ll._;..., _., _-I•'-' fll,li,._C 

pnotc,;:-acr,er, was someone I knew well from the institut~. R1cn::ir•J 
iv'ar'."•.,.,c.7._._ •c C",r"f'!Q.Oj'\C._-•~·11;'- rn'...,, ~T" :,•mI a•11v-,yc; 'n1I tour!"\.__,,, \lJiT"I-\Ill W;_ 7°:;?;~,.,..,.,.,,._,_✓ .:.,:: 0'/C.r_,, '-/li"1C.!"'I,t,,...,,,!, I -..11 ,_, ,,..., ...,,._ C: ..J ..,. 1 1,,,1, 1,.. 
am beC-Jri,e 111, or have rn leave my job for any reason 

, 

He come-3 !r, ~r.d 

l 



l / 

~OV/ ~cna rJ1d that orcarziZa~ ;en surv1ve? 
- ~ 

Hov,,, (l:G ·1ou meer Car:asco? 
; 

I'"" -~·,'n' -- -,,;nL- : •h•n· k· C"'"- -.- "If.-,- ...-,, 1,,·o ""'" ,-,-,-n'~c.c· - .v,._,,~, :_,1 ,_;: • iY tv ,.:Jt1 r.... 1 .1...1.11: i<. !1t: G!;1,t' i.V 1_11, ;,th.::,~. , 'r o1c.; ... v: ~~ i • .:.. ... ~ •~, :....- ... ;...· 

oi oarents to confrom tne 5cnool Boara. I thinf: ~;ose wounc uo comma tc 
my :;ouse for a meerlng. They ~1✓ ere spouting ali ~h~s Chicano t:usinesS. 
And l thouaht, What is triis snit? Who is this ieri<? Get him out of her.e. 
Oh Goe, ano then someone sai1j i')e was a teacher or someching, and I • 
thouaht, I have never heard of a :1e:<ican teacher. This can't De real. Who 
is thfa guy, but the more I goc to know him, the more impresse,j i was, 

When you first met 0:-'. Carrasco) \•Jhat vvas vou:-- r"irs: irnoress1on? 

-The f1rst t1me ! me: t"li;-n \N2S... iie was not alone. He ··tv?.S- \v1tt'1 ! be11eve 
Joaq;,;in Brito and later I met Dr. E1iu Carranza. When! first met Carrasco, 
! was 1mpressed, Cut not in a fa\10r3ble manner. I thouan~ he vras very
neaative and! woncered who the hel! he thought he was, sooutinc off the 
\va~1 he did. !-1~ was }~tn~ of q~1et, ~:1_er1 he 'NOuld sp~ut qff somet0i~g, anc: 
then I would kind of 100K at him, ana ne was throwinc m,s word Cnicano"· 
aro1•nriJ '-'e r"nn·r...;i~, "'•,J\i. 'Ve 1, ] 'N"·~,1..il":ne ; 1 I ,._._. 111 o•her ·1a·-~i.t:.'I1 ,...l, i, '- Y ' . I r""'"-mn'r:t:'ill ... ,I ..,t, 1,,,"a'l1"" ~-J111· '·0 

l.11 

and she said, "That's such a low class te:m, ne must be from Texas." You 
know my mother's response ;s if they are from Texas, 1t's Jae. So I was 
verv resisitam to most of what he said. Wr,at ! was 1more:sec cv was 

0"'a'1,,l1 ~ '-'C-"""re•)· ·o\..• "" "mar•'-, ano·I· I 'nar• nP-l'C1"·r me• somc.o·. .. "" ··n-·1.:at 'Ivti,..;...;i,J;,Jt"::::l • ..,t::;:.;,, i ..;, ._·_ I•., .., 

considered U) be a smart Mexican. ! me3n I thouaht m't uncles ·,ve:e 
.; -,-11• ..,. • "PI..-. ... ' .,,,.,.,.. ,- .. ,.,,... ,....,.,.. , ' -.· '\.,I,..~,,; __ .,._,...:r,-._,.,. ,... ,.... 
1n:..::-,11aen!... out. 1 11ac :i!:''lt:1 me1... a Lt'cC,ii:, vVno \.Vasi ,::=,-..,can or v1 •J1t:.:.:,01 01 

a nothinq. ·so, l was impressed w1tn ti1at, anc of course, i aot Lo Know him 
::ietter la,er. 1don't aaree witn evervth1na aoout Jose, out·, r,ave some 
' • •. • _, I ._,nea1tny respect ror n1m. 

At the time you rnet. )?Se, aic you consider yourself Chicana·; Or what die 
you cons ice: you:'seir·t 

American. That ls 'Nhat l considered myse~f l nad ~alkei::: :o m\l rnotner. i 
asKed her wt,at is tn1s business. l,v'hat aoes th!:: word crncano mean? She 
sa10, "I~ is a very !ow class word", anc she gave ~ne her oprn;o:,s on 1t. 5r'ie 
has her own ore:udices. "Well, who are these oeooie and are thev from 

..., YY.., "/•' ·he" ,;ro 'rnm Tova~ 1 on'" '1'c:·en ro an'vr"1·n, 
they h~ve to s_ay._~The~e is o~l');'.__Ont thing wo_rse t~an aM~xican! and tnat is 
,pvac".,/". ..., , •"h0 "'fiU<1a· ~--"·-:;,o~ , I r_ / ._ .,, : ':' , """ ... , · u , . L I ... L o1 ,. , l ~·,. ,y: ,:ii 

oemg a Mexican r, om I exas. 1naL s mv motner, ~o rnen : c1an ,_ cons1cer 
myself Chicana. it sGunded so r11L1TANT. 

\'✓ hen dia you f:rst cons1der yourself Chicana·1 

After I aot rnad. ! srartea cettina invol·✓ ed anu seel0c some thincs tl''t.3L .... . ..,. ., -· ._, 
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You saiC: when vou first met hirn, it was a ;;arenc orcaniza(ior, rnee(ina.
/ V J 

! had been involved in PT A. V-/e were fjcncno the scnooi distr1cr. for 
rome·"'1n,ar ~ur· hO"✓ i """' '·0°·1' 0 •1·.:a •r·,Juri~r, """' y:-, .,,.r•norr '--1·M,j I I.Ii I,· ~J iJ . I, 'I' , 11: .... '.. ;J 11: 1 , ·,.., ;,._· •.,, .~ • ill~,_,,.,.,.-. .,;,_,..:;: ;,.,,:.:l, I 

foraet \Nhat the issue \vas out w~ had to ·oo before"' the 5chooi boarc. and
"'e•ver" l"'!P,+-'!"', ..... /1 c-n,.......~ rF .... ~c-;r,n I':'\ :,., ,........ ::::1nr H,.-.•-.- ... -,.. ,.. (I .,._.---,..r .. ;..,.;;i-i.llh;::l'"
vv ~ C" ~_,1_.1.,.i;l•.j J_11:1., ._.:t .• l_._:~l , . .'!. 1'1, ..,.•. :,•.; •.,I.J _,.:..,I :1-::-; .•..• '.-; ... ,-,; .-;, _,)l-'..., 

\Ve started mettlna v1~th sorne 0011ce because there :,.v·:::= a 16t of ooilce
·oru·a11··\I a· "'a· •;'r.- •-a· 'h"y· n-.; a r,M••·· ·rq-:.~1--·' -, r.,r• ,, ·o;-,., CM11\.. •.} '.:. !,,.11 I. t. l l 1e. r.l ! Ll t" I C:l: -...jl ·V\..!L.' 1J 'u! i .:.'., "; 1

.,. ._,_, :;iJ: ;. _VI 11_ '.J 1..o\.''.-

tr,e police, record what was ac:uailv haapening: The cr,iet ;J,at we na,j • 
tnen was not like the one we have nc,w. Ana the police aepartment used to 
pride itself in beinc brutai, I think. So we S(arted meeting to tr·✓ to 
overcome that. \Ve __.thouaht we \Vould use whatever vehicles ViJe Cou1c 
whether it was the Human Relations Commission or somethinq. We needed 
leverage, and we dld do c1uite a blt. .A.s a rnatter of fact; ! thlf:k it is an 1n 
the album. 

Sometri1ng. At ieast ~ve brouctit attention tc it. p.. loc of ~tier:ricn to :t . 
.A.t ~he t1me, later 01\ \Vhen vle were stni ~nv,jbJed 1n Nori.1 !·\ineta 
becoming mayor and he was an aliy, so we were making aains (hat way. 
.A.na Garza got on Ehe council. We were gaming a voice w~1ere we neve. had 
one before, tr,at kind of thing; For_me, g_oing to city council was a rntally 
a;1en ming and probably to a ;or o, peop,e wno were ao,nc ,nei-e with 
Carrasco and his qroup. This 'Nas 1mean, come on, we riacf never been ln 
-•·y h;,jl A"a -· ,,r,.• '• "an --e \/'"'/ '"(·n,,~-"'ng ,::. ' S••a~~ a1c c,~•Ci\. i-i,- . .ii (ll_!11.::.1..ll.1...,_ 11.1 .~1 11/ • .:1,\...:G!t..: . .JU.~....,"'::..::v,..,~v ... 

courage oecause we were rn numoers. 

So r,here was a larae, amount? 

Yes, there used to be big, bia crowds. : rememoer one nicm: when we wem 
down there, God there must nave been over 500 people. T(,e onlv ming!
haC: against them was that they usec r.o start the blasi:ea marcries out on 
the east side. Christ, by the time you got to city hall, your dead. But ttiev 
use to put speakers outs Iae, and people used to overi iow out of the ' 
channels and onto t:-,e crounds of city hall. And these are oecole that 
wouid never had gone (o city hali otr,erwise to comoiain aoou( anyth1na.
The po1ice department used to say triat it 1..,vas all the m1:10riI;es faul~ -an•: 

. proolem but believe me. i rnet some coos iater that would say its true. we 
would say "Let's qo out and kicK some ass, Let's qo out anc: get us some 
Mexicans tonightr So that was very common. very common. 

Did you know MAPA? 

I was in 11APA for iust a really, reallv short time. The crcuo tr.a( I was in 
longer was M.ACSA; no not t"-'lACSt>., the Conrecerac1on ce ·;a Paza Unida-;:na;: 
was a ionc time aao, Jesusi that was a Jona time ago. And t,,e arouo cai led 
unned People .A.r,fba. We used to, like i sa·ic, ~ire dog ;:he colic'e. Those 
are ti,e two groups i was most iam1i1ar witr,. 
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How oiten would you rneet? 

It seerned iike every niaht, something, you know, you are r0eeting for 
some1:n1ng. i was cone (rom home a_ lot anc so were a_ .o~ or oLner 'N(\mi?'.: : 
kne'N. 'Ne qave a Ice. of time anc a lot of commitment. And so did tne :nen. 
1t:°'i:nK ·;offi2 of th·e :am111es fe11 "3oart oe,:ause of tha:. so it vvasn·~ ai1 
totanv oositive. it m2v hcve been·oositive in terms of ,he movemenr., ou, 
in r.erins of -me f2mily units, I tnrnk m some cases:;: was very disas:rous. 

How i•)ng were you part oi the organizapons·? 

Years, ! aon't remernber hO'w many years bur it was ye-2rs. 

Do you remernber nov1 they \Verr: foundea? 

No. i· ca:rie to the aroups after tr1ey \Nere air-eady founced, ! presume Dv 
oeooie tt,at were arouna Carrasco and Brito ana so forth. I wou:d tnink 
probanly them. See, I was introduced to these groups and these people, but 
it was no, people that !·knew beforehand. 

How many rnernbers were in these organizations? 

It fluctuated. You could aet larae, larae crowds if there was an issue that 
was pa"IJcu:arly presen( But or. the cay ::o day business oi the -
confederation, there were a few workers. it was almost ar. times like a 
oaoer ~wer. It was thouaht ;:o be a larae poweriul o,aan1zation bv citv 
ha·nl VihE:n ln trutl\ most of the time, lt \Nasn't. Butlhere \.Vas tf'lat ' 
feelina there that :here was a lot or suppo,t. What gave thac: any crecence 
was tnac ii we cailed 2 m2rch to city hall, Jesus!, they carne out frorn the 
wood works. So it gave the impression that ~his huge aroup was always
meetinc and always pl2nnina, oiottina . .A.nd also. we cot ,i rtae on the c1v11 
rigr,ts 5andwaaon triat the B1ack ~,ad. ~You ;-iave to consider th2: at that 
tirne, Blacks viere very aci:ive and verv violent. And I think tnat the 
admIJ '"'···1111=,t.1 a•ore, w"':J,.,\.I0 •her 1·· 'i Cl.:i c'ty h::1"I 'r ~·c"ool11 oe any·""Ar<:.'-• '-11

0 
1,. ~, I. "✓- 0 I -1! l) I 'tvliC'_, ""O"~""UL.i,-.. 

we were going to be the sarne way. They s,iw us as the same kmd of~ 
threa::..A.nd ! don't t:iink we ever were. i don't think that v-,as our wav. You 
know we were very different frorn the Black e:<per1ence, but ! think tnev 
saw 1~ as ~he same, they feared it as the same. Jesus, :r,ese peopie a,<c 
going to burr, up the town if we don't do something. When in tn.:th, I aon: 
rnink any of us woul,j have burned down the town. I wouldn't. 

What would you say was the ratio between rnen and wornen in most of t::e 
orgar.lza;:ions? 

,.-1ore ;nen tr,an wornen. 

Sever-21 more men? 

Ye2h, more rnen than women. There were a few wornen that stood out as 
really s.:rong :ndividuals, and i think, some of them paid dearly for it. 
There was a woman narned Rachel, who gave herself heart and soul. She 
and ner husband aia. Eventually her husband becarne invoived witr, a 
younoff wornan involved in the· rnovernent. Rache I suffered verv badiy from 
the e\Der1ence, and so did her chiidren. One of them wound up in Aqnew.:
thinf( ne had tr1ec to kiil himself, and tr,e girl is anotht:r story. I wa':. 
shoc~:es 1cne niar,t, when the oolice called me and thev said. "We nave your
daugnter ,,ere. ~1.t·~ Valley. Medical calling :.ind the poi'ice... And I thought, 
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wait a mlnute cause my girls were very smail, :,u~ l r,ac two nieces who 
lived with rne. l said, "You'd got to be mistaken." They said, "No, this qirl 
says she wams ner motr,er !...inda Peraita, ana Peralta is her :i1other." l 
thoucht wr,at in the wcr1d, so I threw some clothes on, and went down to 
Val1~y Me<J1caL : saw ;:his young oiri, and s;-ie was •3trappea 1nm a w,,::e' 
cnai:-. and he: hair was muady ana·matted. She looked like an anirrai, and 

•·ca· ·o ••, .• ne"''c'-:,•r "C'ne .•-vr •'na. ·s \'OUr' 'I•t..ne1' i,aar ,,..,e.r ,_1,., \.. <.,,C' IN: ..... : l[u!l ..T"ey;I ~a·=i IU,-I .JI .:.ia,.:, j, .... l 

dauCh~c;:· 1 Kent starina at her, and I thought, I k_novJ ~'rds cnl l(L' ! knov1 
rier r·rom someWhere. s~e had been brutaily rapea in r.he footban field oi· 
Ancrew Hill hiqh school. It was Rachel's dauahter. So che families, I 
tr.ink., reaily sLiifered in tr-,at kif,d of way. Something n2:s go;: w give_ . 
Yolanda. You can't aive yourse!i I00 percent to a movement, something nas 
00 • -., , • .,,,,_ :an" ,•.,_;,,~ a ·o· ,r· 'am'H;,s ,.., """'!'er N•''" ~rneo::•'n- '"as,.., LV ,:)u1 iC'i} a U i L1:11:,. : 1,. I., I· ll1i1,.. ,_.J(J _.ul , . 1 •J'ov C.1 i ...,1.1 ci Vv 

at vartous tt·,ings, and I don't k.now if she dicn·t have anv youna l<1as, or how 
1...... I'. h--n..; 1 --c· ;.;. n.... vt:;r- kn'"'/ :,h,"U' •n,... .... r\o......-c.:. ;,Fe ~u-- .-..:..c. ;,...,......."i .... c,J' • 0 e -:::.~::.':ili'C' ,1C 1U1t' • :L. 1 i::,._, ....._;v ;. 1 Ci ,, 111 ... 111,..,, v L .::i.1-..... -.,. ~•1 .....,1r,..,,1 ,.,,, :11::q.,t1: 

was a slrno1e 1 not well eaucatea 1~vom3n, but 5he had a 1ot of heart. You 
knov1 v-,nat :·m saying, 50 i adrriired i1er. ! ad~n1red Rac:"'lel ~ecause she was 
so stronq and forceful, and Ernie because she was so aamn dedic:ited, 
reaily ae"dicated. But like I saia earlier, the~e were rev-: woma;-i, ana rne 
majority were men. 

Were all the associations united or would you say there were conflicts 
between 'Chem? 

! would sav there was conflicts :)etween the individuals. 5ut thev were al' 
united cause we ail sat on ti,e sarne oiastea croups. You know like i said, 
if you belonged to one, y_ou generally beiongeo to 4 of 5 more. So at .::mes, 
tr,ere were a lot of conr :1cts between the memoers themselves, li~.e a r:iC 
talking :)ack to mom anc: Gad, or a sister cetting in a figh:: w,~n a Jrothe,. 
Like that, it was really cuite like a farnify. 

What were some of tr,e causes of the conflicts, woula you sav it was due 
to dli'ferent sociai classes - educ2te1j versus unecucate!j'? • 

No. Never, ;,~ever. l never sa\N that. i tr'iouqht lt ·..vas rea!iy :::re~n. that the 
orofessors at San ,,;ose State, i remember Caranza com inc o0't and taikina 
·a"ou; ""'S Qr'"UP rd stu,~entc. • I don't even •..,,,.,K "hPy 'NrrC: .·•· .-- r•,~ .,,,,~.,i.J ,.. !.Iii , I.,; VI ""! -• , '-!Ill;. Lt ... - C' -- ~,_;,_;,.,,:t::,:_.~ L,/""' ,_ 

at State. Tney we:e kids, they all wore Black Barecs. I think. they were 
ca:iec ;:ne 81ac!< Bare;:s, 1 don't remember. .A.nd I remember Caranza wore 
one, af:d he _gave a speech that I was very very toucned i:Jy I never saw a~y
kina or conr 11cr. oecause I arn eaucated ana you are not. 1 o t:-:e contrary, : 
think that the peoole that r:ad the most education were out there tryina to 
help the ones that' didn·t to come along and make it (let me help you). r·felt 
like! was a recipient of that kind of encouraaement, and l tr,ank. everyone
for it. ! do because today I say, "You did a :1efl of a favor for me." .A,nd they
did for a lot of ot!~er peooie. No that would hc:ve not beer, a conflict. 
Conf11cts arose when somebody dld sorr.ethino. and someoocv else tr1ouaht 
it should have been a different way. Confi1cts arose, if uh, i have a bicJ 
mouth, and I had it bigger then. If i maybe said a terrible re:nark to • 
somebody. Maybe, it wzsn't so terrible, or maybe I didn't think it was so 
terrii:Jie, but somebody else did. At that time, I remember we had our so 
called friends in i1icn oiaces. There was a woman, her name was Leona 
Egland, who was an~Assembly person, and I think it was Ernie Abeytia. I 
don·t know, any_way, I talked to her and l.foraot what I said to her, out she 
i'e1t insulted. So she called !:rnie to teli himwr,at i had 00:1e to her and 
what I r,ad said to her. Ana. it was not 1:rue, you Know what sne was 
Sa\,•r, A" a mee•i·ng no" ever oar· ~r· •~, ">,,,.,re'°~ "e -•-n-- "D ---•,,y, 1,1~. • ;,.. 11 L 1 , 1 L ,i. 1.. \.1 1..i,t: uu~,i; ....J~, 11 ::i ... a I,..;,:)"'· 1 ':'Glii' 

angry ana says, "Why did you insuit so and so!" ! 1Nas so mad, ! sa!d, "1'rr. so 



mad '.)ec~use ~7!2i:'s not \'-1hat ~appeneo ar aii srie 1s a 11ar." That•3· the 
kinas of confi1cts there were. I remember there was an attornev, Domic10 

( ......... Maceao. and he said."! beiieve- vi)u. L~nda." .Jesus C:-'1r1stl But the \J1orr:2nl: 
felt oac that sne co·uia caii a brotr'ier of mine, anc say look this is wha( she 
dia to me 1 and he \Voula not ask me _111 a Gescen~ manne~ - \~Vhy did y_ou. GO 
that to her v11thou! as~lnq me first, you know that ~~.1na or rh1na. So tne:e 
v-,ere conn1cts of thar. type! DUL: guess ttiey·re persona~1ty ·:,)nr71c:~, ou: 
not anyi:hing 1-eaily any neav 1er- o-,at I could see. 

Who were the Black Barets? 

The Black Bare ts, I remember i'rom San Jose State, were.:::; arouo of 
""l'l•ta"•- ,~,r,, W"a· 1 vne·u •·ua·en•s .,,C "rn '""0·en•c "'l;"i-•n·c: '" •••l I"- :,:_.:, IJ V.1, II r_' .... I ._,.,, .:il L a1; ,IU -::;i..u 11L-.,:. i :,La L ..... :1 .... 1~ 

Chicano i'"love:nent. Tr1e flrst :)rofessor that l saw that bec~me affi112~e·J 
~vitr'i r;1~ 2.t~ck E',2re:s ·was E'.~u Carranz3. anc he \Vore a :·.:ac< ::.ar!::'~ 1 ·r 
fact, \.vner; rie addressed teachers from ~he various scr-100! !J1stricts a~ tr!e 
Civic A.ud:torium. 

Do you remember •.vho the key members were? 

No, I don't. i remember their iaces, bm i could not teil you their names 
rigr,t now. 

What were some of their goals and·obJE:ct1ves? 

I dicrn oelona to t:,e 31ack 5arets. but 1n some wavs, it :-eminaed me verv 
mucrj o'f the cbrren;: 13uaraian A.ngeis ~:,a~ \Ve have Ihat "3~iO\N 'JP frorn ;:im9 
!9 ti.f;.e·-/.. :~m~~oer 

1

~r:en .the;J v~~ ~ ..~e_r-y~~~'~ m~eti~g ?!h80L1~~ ~fJE!ais_~ 

ii orn .i-21: :•Jl!.::i a1 t'aS, 1~vc naa a •._uril111lm,:..y Re:at10i"b Rep/: ~illnl\. ft 0111 !..lie' 

Justice Dept., and various poi1ce people. !twas held m C:tv Hall, and the 
Black 3arets s~iowed UP. ! qot the feelmq ~hat they we,e there just in case 
there was a problem, because they wi::re 1ininq up Lhe walls on one side :ind 
aown ,he other. By the same token, the poi :ce seeme:J ne,vo•Js about ;:hat, 
and sc triey brought more police. So it v,as kind of a cnalienge. 

Did they ouoi1sh any newsietters, or things l!i'.e tr:at? 

Not tnat I recall, not rewsletters. They had more of a ::ihoto librar·1 -
phOL'.) a:1C film library. • 

Do you recall any local newsletters or newspapers that were pubiishec:
during that time? 

• Thi:: maJority of the publications that I saw were socialists. There were a 
lot of soc1a;1sts arouna peopie in tne Chicano Movement. :·m rn\,j ,his is 
normally 'Nhat haooens with communises. social,si:s oraan1za:ions. Thev 
see a orouo ti,at they can tie in wii:h, ano· triev ,Jo. One 6f ::ne earliest ' 
peopie'tna't I rememoer that is a socialist is 'rred Hursh. He was very, ver:y
involved with tne Chicano community at the :ime. He ana a auv r.ameo 
Frank, I forcet his last name. They put out an awful lot of stuff, an awful 
lot.. Ana some of tt',e colleqe students like :1ECHA, and those crcanizations 
also out out some newsletfers. I used to have the ones mat were put out 
by the socialists cause tney were really doing ,he mos~. bu~ : got rid o: 
tl1em after so many years. It iust wasn·t relevant to anythi,,a i was doinc,
and! was never invc:ved w,tn-them. • • 
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You mern.:,)ned !as: time thaL you 'Ne:e involved 1n the Confeaerac1on ce ia 
Raza Unica. 

No. 

She :s a ,:oicrful laav You ouqnt to be talkinq to her. She was the 
ores;ds::::. :or a1.vn11e· A:ot of·oeooie h2ct tu:-rts beina nrestdent, but sne 
was reai!y a go getter, hustler, I 'iiked her very rnucn: 

Have you ta1ked to her recently? 

Do you know ·now rhat was ioun,jed? 

La Confederacion? No, I came to it when it was aiready iounded. 

Do you know what year you joined it? 

God Yolanda, don·t you know that l arr. an elderly person. ! cari't rernembe~ 
all these vears exactlv. No i cou:d not i:en y·ou.

' ' 
l-iovv long were you a memoer"? 

Of the Confederacion, as long as it lived. I think.: told you once before, 
that it was kind of a paper tIcer. There were times wnen it had a lot of 
pec1pie, and then a lot of clouf, ano tnen there were times wnen it had no 
peopie, ano it stili had a lot oi clout, cause people thoucht it'flad a lot of 
people mere It was an organization. F0r a while there: it seeme•:: like 311 
you aio was belong to organizations, and go to meetings. Basicaliy, that's 
a1 ·1 "0" c·,,-; -here "'as "O t;m" for ::1n11·•,•nq "]SP Yo·• "l"-~C. ,:,'c'ncr '" ::>I 'I u .,._.. :1 ..,.,,yy II ~••I·.,,,.._. •~,Ill._, ... l.:1~ .... :-vf1.I'"'' 11,.., 

meetinq, or aettina enraaed about somethii\a, or settma off to do 
s·ometn~ng else. I Con·t k""now ho\v any rnarri'ages surviv'ed a!; tnat) come Lo 
think of 1t. 

So at one time, would you be a member of several organizations? 

Yes, and tr,e oeopie that I knew were also a part of several oraanization·~. 
To tell you the ~ruth, 1don't know how we did it. We ali :-,ad ,,:fos. we all 
had kids. sometimes thev went with us, anc sometimes thev did't. But! 
think, ~he n-=ed was there because we didn't ;,ave the luxerv or" having tne 
masses oi oeooie that wanted to do thinas. So you had a few and those few 
got recyclec. ·:r there was another aroup'forming, well you were gomo rn 
oe lone because once you are experienced at doina somethinq, they shuffle 
you atong to whatever i_s being formed next. So ali of us, an of us belonged 
to many things at one time. • 

What were some of the main goals of the Confederacion? 

From wnat i remer!'1ber. lets face it most oi tr,e aoais of tne various 
oraar,izai:ions were reanv ve,v similar. UP.A. was involved witl, watchlno 
th, e ""'1'rel"Vi , MAD>iM, '"a-',11 'n'L. ✓• ~1,,e'-il., ;~ •r11·n-I. tn.._v '.::'"''-,•ot or"rH'r•an·1=i 1·n ··neL1 r'-,·,...,_, .._, I /""'.•; ::0 Uy !!I -1 !.t\j U ,1,,i1,.,· I 1:_y -
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counc1l er 1n tt:e boar-Cl of scoe:v1so:--s. And you know, jus: recently, ·we 
bare iv G•Jt one Ron Gonzales. Look how many years it lias been. La 

[._ Confei::e:acion \vculG deal \vith ~1e:-<1ca~ Amer1can 1ss:je=. 82s lcany it \vas 
orobabi': nOI uniike me otner ones, out it di<jn't have the limits. sav that 
GP.A. rjid, sav l.:-'laI f1.A.PA did. its a·oa1s \Nere more broad. it 'Nas'.thire for 
,.,. rh- "eoo',e -·;,ill ~i,r; fJ ' .. 

What was one or tr,eir greatest accompiisi,ments? 

God, you really ouqr,t to ask Er,,estina that. I think Just the irJea ti-,at the 
n-mc "X'-:,rc,-;..,, :...;..,1.,_. and"t•no,_ le'.>/'1Pl"C r,r" t·hatI •imcL, +--at._11 avi·cre,-;.., .. ,.,. on ,t1,.. t"-at.ii "a""'!:j ch..d1t ... 1 t. ...,..,_,...;., ._ ,,,.. ... ...; .. , ... v.., .,.11.,. 

impression that 1t was really· a very powerful force. I think ti1at in itself, 
was a heil of an accomp;ishmenc because you can·t imagine ~he tr-,ings that 
were done in the name of the Coni'ederacion. You woula throw the name out 
~f VOG :.Nere ~n a rnee:1na. and ;: Nas 3 crouo tnat the aCmin~st.ra~iO!\ tne 
authorit1es, whoever that was in charde co'uid resoond tc ano react to. 
They 53\V 1t as a 1?:ge ecay of ~:exicai5' ~.mer_:can_Peopie th~~ v~er~ _'#~~king
hard to do somethina. ::,o Just tne fact tnat it existed, tnat it naa the • 
reputation that a dfo, ana that it stuc!< its neck out on the various issues 
facina Me:<ican Americans. That alone I think was its most imoortant 
aspect • 

lj·~·,TFD, DFQPl ;:: ADQ!P A; 1, . _ . _ ._... , ., ,., . wr-. 

Have you heara of United Peopie .A.r-r1ba? 

I. 

-..vhat actua: ly was that organization? 

Unitec peopie fed up. That is what it was. That was the grouo thai: used to 
follow up on any police problem that there was, tryinc to document 
evervthina rnat was actuaily haopeninc. So, that we 111ould have our story 
ana they \vou!d have_ their story and th~t hop~fully we coula_appeal to 
someooay with our racts aria figures. ::io 'Ne ,earned to ask ror oacae 
numoers. write down license plates, whatever it took. Did vou read verv 
re~er'tt1y·_aoou~ that CO;)_ tnat ;)Osea as _an average guy ~1ding 'in a • 
ne1ghoornooa in L.A. ana he was cauaht by anotner policeman, who shoved 
his head throuah the window. Okay that kina of thing. We were doing that 
kind of thing. "rou couldn't really call it undercover surveillance because 
tr,ey knew we were there, and we were jus[ an ;rritant. But 1.: :",elped they
knew that we were there watching, iistening, writing. It helped. • 

Police brutality was tne main issue? 

The police was a real problem. The police orob!ern was a realiy sore, sore 
spot anc it hung arounc for a long long (ime. Tr,at and adequa;:e health care 
and decent housina, that was low enouch so that you could afford to live 
in, anc neiahborhood clinics, you namelt. I mean thinas were reallv sad, m 
sad shape., , ' 

'\ , 

Am i ccrrect ff1 say1r19 you were not 1nvolvea 1n MAP.:..·; 



I 

J)_ 

! was onlv minimailv involved with M/..PA.
' ' 

The ooiitizairnn of f"lexican American oeopie. We aesperately neede•j 
·,,,.. • - 1 ;-•,... '· d·d '"i,-,. • ..... , .. ,"" .... ,., ~----:-• .... ~a-·-.:; .. ''n-~oeoo1r: ;,lOUilll\.,S, Ne nee e L11emeve1vYV11€1c, ,t:t..:, I LC' II., 11e1e 

weren·;: a lot of role models in inaustrv br politics or education. Jose 
(Carrasco) and Eiiu (Carranza) w.e;e 1n·i:'aucation. Thev-\Nere tr.e fi:""st t\No 
oroiessionals-"orofessionals", I haa met. Joaauin was noL He was more 
of 2 arass roots kind of organizer. Verv s~ronq individua1, a iot of 
cr,ari"srna, a lot oi forcefulness in what he saio. The idea was to advance 
.. ,...,......,~ -· .... , .... ... ;;~~ _, ,... "'o ...... -· _ .. , e h-c - ....... -;.,,e" o' co .... ,...,. ,.,
=v11:e-cne ,_n1 OJQ11 1...ne PC1;;_1Ca: :iysi,...,/li ;_:-).::2~ \ ✓ IQ GIii(.; ~:1 :1 I Ui ~-=, W-= 

die. We hac Al Garza. Peoole leaned on Ncrrn Mineta. Norm Mineta had been 
apoo1::rec :o the councli aS :r;e flrs~ .Jaoanese and ;,vhe:: ~e jecarne may0;-,
"'"" n·o"·I • yt' 1

I e-n·a·11:' \J'n "l·m ·oL ap"o1·n•!J .,.,,:.1lC "--•,:,, 1• ""1ex;--n, -r:~nJ h"' ,;;d01 t"~•..... ,.. :.J-,.1:';:'1, IJ ~ Cl ,I I 1L 1 !! I !\,,.;;:,.:.:: I.,_ ,, L 11:' 

c1c ~n2t vv1il:h Garza. 

Dia people !ean on nim because r1e was a minority? 

I thir,K peopie leaned on him because he was a m;nority, also because he 
was a political kind of person, and ne wanted the position very badly. He 
was a teacher and he didn't mind. qiving his time. lt paid nothing. I mean it 
really paid nothinq at tr1at time. r triinK ail he was earning was somethinq
\1ke ~400 a montrl~ And he had 11~'.e S 1)r 6 klds to sunoort and his wire. ant 
so forth, it wasn't for the money. Prooably more ior 'the ,Jlorv oi it. Ana 
then the idea that you could move f,')m there into i,1aner ofiii::e. 

MACSA 

Am ! correct in saying you were a memb<:r of ::ACSA7 

Year,, MACSA was unaer the d1rect;on when i was most involved tr,erc. 
wasn·t part of say, your executi•✓ e boarc, or anvthina like tnat. I was doina 
other th\nqs. E-u: an awwiul lot of 'i.hmcs haoo'ened at MACSA physica, ·:y. " 
Joaauin (Brito) was tr,ere as a director.· And if there were issues to oe 
discUssed: -cnere 'Nere i"'1exlcan American issues, ana t1ey 1Ne-:-e discL!ssec 
there. It was the place to go to meet otr;er invo ived people. 

Do you know how it was founded? 

No, I don't. 

vmat year did you join? 

Oh Christ! I don't know, late 60's, early 70's, probabiy. 

How ior,g were you :nvolved witn them? 

For years, as iong as I was involved with the "community". I was at MACS/..
for various reasons. 

1Nhat were some or their goais? 



( 

So v✓ as :"";e ~mcresscc cv \1ou:- resE-arcn?• ' I 

Probab:y. He was probabiy impress;:,a tr1at : r,ac taken :ne :,me ::o brina 
sometr1ing. But you see, they were so usea to us sittina around and ~ 
hara~c,~a fhom thar l"O:;::.iiy fejt- 1;1,·;::. Ht~ n"eCeri a:r-,mof'"'~n" cr, .... r- ....c;c nr he'1~...;Ii,_, .,h.,,11; .I • , w .... ,,, I -.. :rr._ 'iV.., I,.. ... ..,•,,d 1'-w•I" "1 .,·11•.,) -w·,,, 1 ..., .,., 

would have just p1cKea up his watch and left, and that wou1,J have bee!"l . 
tr,at. ~e \Noulcn·t r-,ave G:'1en 1t another :~·1ouah~. As ~t ,,yas. ne ~ook :he rne 
of folders w1tn him, and said, "You were rignt. This is vmat mev nave been 
doing. 1am new ~ere, and tnere wi ! 1 je some changes." • 

have you ever 'NOrr<ec ;n (he fie!cs? 

No. i was ,ea1 sickly as a kid. Maybe that was a blessina. ; Gia ~.y when i 
think I was 15. I decided I was going toge, wealthy ana-ao and cut 
apricots. !twas hot lif:e 1t is today, mayce hotter. I showe,j up with 
whoever i went with, and! remember 1ookinc at all those trays of cots, 
and I passed out. They fired me even before they hirea me. Thev sa,a qet 
her outof he,e. So mat was that. Anomer time, later, afte, that, I -

• cec:,Jei: ri1avbe: stiou1d cut green beansJ :)ut ~he flrst time l saw a splder1 

I ran from the fields, sc ! aian·t make any 1-;1or.ey oicking. 

What 'NC.5 your invoie:nent in the Far;r, \Vari~ers UnJon7 

https://1-;1or.ey


I dian·t have ar; involvement in the Farm Workers movemer,;:. I rememoer 
go·1na ro -Deiano ·NiLh a auv from tth: .Jus1:~ce Deotartmer:r., thac , v.1as 
seeir.c. i ,eai:v was never invoived wit!, me farm workers. otner ti,an 
wi1en ·tnev v1ou'1a ask vou to go anc pi,:~:·e: a groc-2:y st•J:e :)r marcn here 
ar.d tr,en:i, anywi,ere. '1 always had rea' 1v rnixed feelir,cs abol!t the far~,1 
\.vor:<:e:--s. Pr:mari:v bec2use i dla11·1: se-:- ~:1is a rui"a! a:·ea. ; r-ea::v t:touar--:: 
that 1Ne r,ad a hec~.:" of a lot cf bta cit; :)f'Ot•lems vv~tr!out lnti~ocuc'~na rufa 1 

proble!ols. ana tr,rowina them into the oo;: alona w'.;:n aii ~he res: ,J(the 
1t,Na__-=. a no"bel fichtI ;.., 1:·"'e·1: ..-=-•"nn 1, n·a r 1O""' .... '.,er o--::.·-_11 .... ':>. _1 __ -- ~ •..,.11 11•. ..... -.. :11 .... • ;:-,1-""0""'1...· 1::. 11G. gJ·t 1.. 'nr·ec•.,,.,.i. .... ........ 

1"'I"" .... 1"!i"' ........ ... ·i: o· "he racm "'o-'•er r --c•J" ....... a.""'~ Jl. 'N'-c: ..... ~-· 'Y "U'""VV \.11!...11:°~!,)1:J ·! >-I 1 111 'n I!\, :;1!l·•~lllviil... :-.' C...,:-...::!,i, ½ 1l.,,., 

sometriina, vecy imoressive, ana your svrr.path;ze,s we,..e :he,e. But 1n 
- ,... .- v,... ri ... :·; r1 •:ti.-.;.:. ,... .; ,-,,,.. -~; f .:.:,., -• ,.. • ~.;,_...,, .. -· 1,. ..,;.e:m.:. ')j !j.:, c:ed:,n\.4 ".JV, Ii fl. as 21: 1S.:.·-~ :::J. 0, ;..11e ;,,,il7r.:'. ! u1i....:1 '-- L:-\lnl\. \Ve: 
sr'iouid oe.. rea1ly....dlan·t. I thought \Ne hac enough oroclerns of our own.J 

O'n '=U""' "Ut ]etc f-c,,. ]" t'r-•'c: •·ne c,,iqc<," !"'rt ·=:a•li"" .. ,,,,.. I '"On't ,=.-•-..J I~ • .J ..J 'a ,., L, ... IGiL.., Lr .., .......... v .... L r,-1a ... , ,_,,..:y ,!;~, ,\Iv;' lV 'w ..... .:::lL 

arapes.·• Tr,e only t1rne I took it farther was wnen, went to a c1vil riahts 
conference in Hanford, Connecticut. At that tirne, r.oboby ovff there~ 
seemea to know aoout the Grape Boycott, ,ma so when ::hev served them on 
the i:able, I got up and left, and I woulan·t eat. Ti,e peopie' at tr,e table 
were talking about it, and the wora spread throuah the auditorium. So tt,e 
next day I wouidr.'t go eat again, and finally the foird aay, the directors cf 
t'r,i:. r-r:nrcr-nr-ul.1., t', '-"- ("?r'l"":~ "'t'! 1,._.:1 •• o,,:...•; "h1"c: ""'m~,., 1 

..... ~ l ...,::; t::i~1.•~r-,...,.:r-.1J1·-!- _,.,.,,:.1., ~~1*K to +-he......., l.: <J. .,;; '°';:.._, p,..ecr- 'N::=!-=..,...;.~J ..,_..; ·_.; ._,,...,,:1. 

to me to find out. At that ooir.t, ! was abie to sav, "i am not eatina the • 
a:--aoes t,ecause, ana didn't vou !<'.now" so !t'1at lt \N'as settina oress {or::~:: 
farm worker iSSUe back east. I was not an exoert on the far·m workers o­
any ot:-ier causes. i was sirnpiy savinG what: had hearG said. :twas rea::y
funny cause finally in the third day, 1"t:1ink it was, I went down to iO!n 
everyb.9dy else in tbe dining roorn. It was a huge d1ning room: T~,er'e were 
aoout ::;OO people. r ney si:ooped rne al: me door, and t:~ev saia, "Wait! 
W..,1.,-·-:.I'.; 1 

..,n,.,IU "Wh-·'sGIL t·neI.,m-••:,r?"1aL 1 , ::1r•' t"'eyII sa•c- .. ,,_,_._ o,.. •"'pl,.11. ·a·oiet l :ana:a 
1 
l ,,..,;n..:-a, .... , .,. ..... ~.:u J-.....:, ~ :I , .... 

we are t,ying to qet rid of it." And you ~;now what it was, it 'Nas,i't qraoes. 
It W2'? graperru1:'. but they didn't know :he differerlce. So: got a r~a7 KiC:.C 
out or tnar.. 

FiE.3TA DE LAS ROSAS 

Can you eiaborate more on the Fiesta de las Rosas? 

Oh God, tr.at was so long ago. That was the first time that ! had ever see~ 
anvtnlng 1~ke :r:a~. i inean confusion an,j chaos in the street. It was ~he 
first time i r;ad seen police hittinq anvoody. I had alwavs arown up
·"'1(\1""n .......... ::::i- ... •; .... re··n -•op;:::."T".-.' ... - ~, 1---·,--:.,. 1 ... , ......T" 

1 ... '.... 11 ,1r-.11 s UJ--4'- iJOlice a L, ert' '.. l.,••vt" 1 you anu ne,:_l /0!..,. I O,;\V:1.ys \,.at.JQ,p_ 
my f,ids tnai: you never have any proo,erns with the OO!!ce because they are 
your frlen(js, and r.hey are there to ~aKe CZlre of you. i~:at dav r.ney v-1ere 
not tr,ere to take care of us. We11 thev were there to i:af,e care or us, but 
not in n-,e ,;vay that we thought. I was on the Humarl Rela;:ions Comm;s;on 
at the time, which was a cify commission. ! think I was Chairman. I was 
their first woman chairman. My director, who was a :an .A.nqlo named !"lark 
Bihn, was aowntown aiso. I remember mey were beatinc on this friena. 
c::"e ;s ar, ~1ct·- ·N·man ana· • _,.,. ·r•"~,, -,. 'h1·n1K or· "'r •• :r·e nui:·' r-an··-..111: 1·J1 I:':· V1 , ,•ia111L /1i,~:...v1.. ,~ 1;t'.. id!i ~:.; ;.._ .:... 

C:.h,;:!. •,v:::.~ A \'/e ?ll !"!i::.l,on•'"d •o t"1t.CSA UD" r,!Jir,•,tc.a Dev'"'nL~ Arc, 1·~u· a).;,r·•,.:.t"'.(!
.__., '-' • •..,..., .._. • 'w"'-"• < ,_' • U¥ ':;:'-' •- • "' J • ,......, • ' _\.; ' ~ 1 ._ ' ' ' J 

anc a:; ~nat jazz. ! forqot her name. bt.:: any"vayl .i' ;,vas 1usL shoc:<ed 
because tr,ev wer;; oeaf1nc her wltn 2 ~:~tt:on. ~~1'.i f:r~: ·risr.1nct v-12s iusi:

I • I .,. 
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nor~or, vou know, and then-i thoucnt, My God,! have to do sc;nething :o 
helo. ! started towards the middle oi the street, ana all oi a sudden a cop 
came ~ov,~rdS me, Y?U ~nO'N .~1th h1s a~~ stretche•:.. ___Then rv1:,9rk 81~~~-NrJ~ 
suddenlv lhere, and ne :,aid, She 1s on me Human Re1-at1ons ... ommi.,:,,on , 
and i:r1e ·coo drevv bacK the batl.on, I 'Nas airiantl but'. 7e1: so -S.iCk at :t,e 
ide2__ t_hat 1t 1.Nas_ okay to b~at ne.r, _but ~'.ot oka'_y t~ beat rne ~ecause r.her~. 
1vVOt..;tG be a Grooierr:. And t:--iat k1na or ~;--.;na. :JO'it v,as ;--ea;:v scarv 1 rea:;v 
sca:--y ! aoA·t think 1·ve eve: been through ~3nytt1ing l1~~e In~i aga1ri. • 

\Vere your ch l i dren v, 1th you? 

Les11e was there, the iittlest girl. She is the one! say ,;;ct in trouble at 
scnoo\ la:er. She wittnessea 1t. But I thinK we were ;us:: so shoc!:eG. :: 
seemec u:-.reaL It seemed rati•;er unreal at tne time. And then wnen reaiit'/
n1t~ you 1 you cry a iot. i have pic~ures of tna~ uosta1rs. 

How was it organ,zea? Where ai,j you mee;:? 

We had met in a park. There were some funnv aspect to it too. None oi us 
knev, wnat we were aettina ourseives into. \veil. mavbe some did but l 
didn't. And l remember they were handing out phone numbers and so;neone 
saia "\'✓ hat is that?" And another one saia "It is dial a prater, in case". I 
thouah:: dial a prayer? But i wasn't afraid because I didn',. know what to 
expect. You know l thought, well i thought we will join the parade, a 
peaceful demonstration, that's the way ;tis going to be, bu: it wasn·~. 

Dia you have banners? 

Do you remember what they said? 

tio oecause : wasn·:: carrying one. I :-iaa a movie camera. : was aoinq to 
film the doc aone parade. So, I had a movie carnera, not a sian. ~ ' 

~ ~ ~ 

Were vou chanting anything? 

At the tin1e, as I think back wnat haopenea, was that we were \r\ it st.:ch a 
snor: t;me. I mean vou barely convera,;c ,o loin ihto tne oarade anc: a:i :-.en' ,~ 

broke loose. So, I don't remember what was being said, often i iust 
rememcer the chaos. That is really what stavs with me. Jus: ~he vioience 
and the chaos and then suddenly people are ol'eedinq and screaming and 
down on the ground, and it was just too fast-too fast. 

Do you know how many people were injured? 

l wan;: to ao back to Fiesta de las Rosas. What were some of tr,e reasons 
for the boycott? 

The way I understood it, the festival had been held previous to that, when 
we ·3ppeared on the scene. The emphasis was on the domination and 
subjucation of the Mexican peasant, the farmer, the iarm worker, or 
whati,er bv the Spanish Conauisi:adores or under Soanisr. rule. And the 
Jeeline was thai: the city was aavancina tr,at kind of thinkinc and it was 

,y:1~.•... 1, ..... ~,•..... ,. ...... U,it'; ,._.._1 -~"er"v ""'r" '0"1 M,:,v1·~a"·-Am<>r;,--,n,,_.,J'--o 0'"0 1~· wro:1;1verp cry1·rr,"11:;1.•J1Ma,c.".. r·.-,.;•.. ,-·.., 

hav·e sucn a neaative ;mace of chemseives. The 'Nho1e movement w2:: tc·- .• 



< 

.. ..•..: ; . 

aive or-~(;e :c :he \"'1ex1can-American, ~o s~ov,.; ~hem 1n 
6pooSed to a subservient roie. 

( 
\Vho ;,ve:e :ne ma 1n ieaders? 

With all the police crutality going on at tne tirne, di, 
discuss tne probaoi; 1cy of poI ice riarassmen::? 

Oi"1 sur-e. You mean us harrassing trie po\lce? 

No. 

Yes, t",a:: wa-s ::he prime reason for some of ::ni: peor
•r'y ._ " 1u· -- eno ·o tr,· -- K. ina· or· ·rc::1•m-~' 'Jc,c '"E1.. • LiJ u l d11 , t ·-1 dL. t -..,._.!.., ,.-:-.. , .. ,.,.._, 1 L11_ 

suits oema r,lec. And i:here w-as an awful Jo;: o; an, 
chief because we ieit tr,at under r,is direction, the 1 
cond1..1cted ~nemseives as they did. A.nG ! guess it w 
that ·Nas chlef. He had no contact, no p0s1t~ve cont 
comrnunit'/ at ail. Verv unlike the cniei ~:,a;: we ha· 
is ver:'/ visibie and assessible. 

Do you :ieiieve the r'1esta ooycott was a success? 

!t v-ras a success ln terms of brinc;nc: :Je0ole toaeti 
1; .. _... ~,,......, ;.~ ,......,..., ·h ::t11 -c. ,-.-(""\...,..,"'.'~ ·~~, -:..._ · ,"'-•-..-
1lt',e 1.1~, ·.U :ic::::- (:,ere re... 11)' wa. ... .:-v1:i::' .l 1_.:_;i 1n ·N11d 

had ne1er seen any k1nd of police t:ruraiity. But th, 
myseli 1n a situation where! mignt se~ it. !f you 1 

So in terms of that. I think 1t was aooa. It createc 
MP"''3r. A""c.r'r:,n ;,r>op'1e an"' •>,,.;-·:-,,or~~r-r- '"hE1.,,"1.11_ II !1! .. 1 :--· I-'"' 1U l..:1,.,11 :.. ..... r-'U\ ~-::,;;:; ,;11 

orie::.::s, who wer:c:r:t all Chicanos bv the We'/. the'! 
the::e peoole rnooil,zed in rnass to maruI ~o·c1ty h 
strc~G. 1dori·t th1:1K they could have done chat \-vH 
inc:cent happemna i:o La Raza oeoole ~o ~no::;vate 1 

"\ve·ve had it, [his \s enough, aiready, Do somethir 
thar / thought i~ 1-nas very effeCiive. 

:n ; 965, were you aware of i:he Economic Opoortu 
Clara County? 

The EEOC. Yes, bu[ not n depth. I aon·t tr,ink. ! ev 
l. EECC. ; \V2S rnore 72:ii~ :ar With tt"'1E- :"'.OCt'! C:~ies 

,....,.· ,. .... ~ .. 
\,,/1 ... 1 !~ .... 
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Oh Soc vest : triink so. ! don't think lt v~·as just paranoia eithe~. l re211y
GQ~·:. • • 

Do you kno\.v or any pe:sons that \Nere 1nvestigatec? 

,::\i'"'P.. '"c.r,....~..,,.O'r ,i,'"'I~ ..., iui:i ,1-:-,,..,... ~o "0 'O c•-,; "a11 ma .... ,-'"'''" ~o ,...;-\, ;..,a;,...J ..u.., i • 'sill:~:1! t;:: Vv;i.,I; "IY- \.,h.1C: 1.., l. '-1 ;.. 11..; ll I l i 1..,,I Voll. 1..,H,/ II 1111 1 1 

there were :imes wh-=n ;)eoo1e wou7a pnocooraph us as we stood .:it the 
ml•"OO"o~c. and ··n"'/ ·,,--·n·· "epor·-,-- '-o:<,, •ke "'e·-·ur·v Ne1·;c: l·'p ''\"rl.J .· 1l 1, .... , I l.i el 'lvC! 1:1 ,_ i Lt:',~ II ·:;i UJ ! ! i •..,· , I' i" ...,, fl ... Jl':':t:, 

saw tne :)r,,;rns. Later tnere was a auv assicned to this area frcrn tne
1uc-ir" ilc.,...ar""f"'""'f'"'.;.. i .. Om........,•!ni·ny nc.1.::~{/\,..C ,::~...'V].C"'" an-"'i l hoc-~e f.-.i,...nri,...

".J ... c.., ..... t:::- __.,_,µ : ... 111 !it.•~ .: :i1\...;1, ... r'\,.,1aL11.,,,1_, ...·,.,: .__....., 1 , u, .J,_ d.;1 11 :;;.i,..~ 

wit,, n;m first, ana then iovers with him :ater. I found out from him mat 
most cf us had docies i:": 'N'asninoton (mo·:::: '.JT. us). And so. he ~;new ii10re 
about me and about all tr,e peoole arouna me than I realiz~d ar,yboby knew. 
l woulc have never touna out ,f i hadn't oeen close to him. So : wouldn't 
cail ;t paranoia. it was real. !twas real. 

So what were some of the consequences of the investicat;ons·~· 

His ouroose was to come in and fit in, and rina out what o,;ooie were doinc. 
71-,,,..,,.:..A ,;:.-,... I ... h;n•· ? ·o- r-~ • .... a ... ;..;...a• ~r-~('~ ,,,,...,u1'"i ·oe a a•.;;. ...,.'"' ... ~ ..... w••;..,,:....,, ....
,ii::':_ vv-::::=. ! ,... :,it., ... [ 1·_,JI i,;; l 1~,I L L1l~,·v ·,vv 11_1 1:,;,...,:1,..1'.,Vit !L11!11 

t'h•11=1:VJ-v1·ranc;,-.,,... ·'mer1··-a"1.., ""nlmU"l't"It IH'e,I', r>-erp~ "'-3S •vit'nV •riel .._ C)'-o·k" -..J.1,-.1 / ~y. "--<'l<:.A.,.,.::i. "o ·h-r::.11L.v1 -.::. 11. i.1~..., 

was a lot of fear thaL if ~hev dlan·t knov1 evervthina tha[ v-1as 1Jo1na on, 
somethina reallv bad could riaooen. There coul'd oe race riots or wnateve, 
And so uh: he would at~enc at (irst. :twas ai1 so verv innocent. He sale tie 
was here to help, and all this kind of stuff which I found ou: later, it 
wasn't true. But uh, me consequences, i don't know that ::nere were any. l 
mean evervone was cautious. Besides wnat could you do !f tnev were coiric 
~o \vai:cn Vou. What aif~erence dlc 1t ma:<e. 1aon·t thlnk \:~e carea. i dCt'\'t ... 
reai1y cnin~( vie gave a damn. if anyLhinc, 1..ve '.vere orooaoiy more 
de~e:rrnnea to co 1Nf1a::ever 'vVe \va:;ted ~0 thaL kind of ~:-1lng.col 
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O~;a·•t, l ,Jicn·t feei a oart of the '0i:JrrE:rt's Liberation f"'loven1ent 2s .::ucn, and 
·!'"\:::. '0°h"'" c~·r::iria:=..:: t~;::i-L 1 j,-~~u, ;"'Ii,-,'!"·~ ·?c.c.: a ~.a........ - :)f ·l .:.~ .. :'\C!" 1-1· ! ;-,la--~L,, •• •.; _.1 ;,l•.,.;..iln... - ,..:1...: I•'-••·-~~ - _.,J. :..,,..,1 • f..i I·. , 1. _,L;1,.,,. , 1, l: 

attenaed sav some of the rneetinc:3 like :Jf NOW1 ana sorne of ;:he otrier 
• ,.,... .... "' '· ..... r, ... r-i, t!'\ ..... :--., .. I ,: .,,.--_... -"\ ..... - · r4•c.-..·· ··1· ... ""' 'h0 :-•nc~ 0,: ~n·n ,~wcmt:'!:':)111JiL~_.1.,1;... 1.,i:._;::i,:JJt. 1ou11L..:tc:L11~1 111,,: •.i11. •• ,.,(...11 ~ 1 i.1,1,u~ 

that tney 'Nere (atk fr,o aoour. v,er:e '\Jre1qn to me. These \Vere basical iy .,, 
An1Jlo 'N0men. verv anC:rv Anal0 'NOmen 1-ir::o \Vere f19n~1~c for v1r'1at :ney
cons~der~c U1e1r r'1cnrS. • ! foUnc :t\?.L as I •3av1 thern, 1thOuoht. \Ve1i '/Ou
ah,vav·; :-1ac :-r:or-':' r-:·t:h~s ::han : hJc As ;--;--;uc~ as ~hey fe:t ~:":ev \Vere\~,::: ~~a, 
! felt trrai: ';Ve \vere"'!ackina more. So: J1dn't feei a· cert tjf their mo·..1e:n2r-:l 
at ar, :;:nc: aid nor become invo:vea in~::. On tne o:ner hand, l useG -co :e-2: 
VO!""\/ r'"<?.ni,_,· ;:inc· I U"PC' (0 C·er 1Jel'""\I an,,"!"'\' !"~-'.:It fhe W1'm;:.r-,. +-ha· I kn.:.;~, +-r:?: ._,, l.,._,J,._1~,.,. I ,.,;,_ ._, '/ , 1.41 '/ .1,(..,. .!I J. ,_,1 1• I \. 1,.,,, •-••-~ 

were cou~~ea on to r1elp ~n the rrioviffiiento! at trie sarne time \Vere 
belittlec by some of the Chicano leaders chemselves. Not so mucr, the 
avera•Je guy, the average Chicano, but .:he ones that you worked with, and 
the ones tnat you fougnt with. We used to have a joke, ti,e Chicanas mat i 
ran around with. Tney used to say," You know you don't know what to say! 
If you are asked out t,y a Cr,icano, and you say no, the word aets around that 
you ~re a :esbiari. if VCl Ge:. askeC ou~ :)v 2 Cr':1cano. and yoU say ves 1 rne
\ \?'"'a· ,-..:,re, 0u :::ir;) ":'. C:,;\ r,=.: ... 11·k·e "0 n'"l ttc.rt ~k-;it \ j'\Q"'O" I - ~NU. ·.i .... --.J OU ... r;J I..... ....u .ve J \.la ....... r wnai.. \JI,.,1..:1 ....... /.., ...... .., W.1 •.;,L '· ,, 

-ij(~ H/p. 1v.o.r.on•~ (ji''lna ""C ,-r--~.c. our o:--, ~-"'"'l .?:1"'1'• 11 ~1::.\1 ,., ',.I:,_,,'"'''"'' .., -;;v _. .., \.,VII•- ,. , .. v~ ,..,., j••._.,, 

( 
:twas a no win situation. 

Tha:·s ;--iar,t. It was a no win sttuai::~on. ::na :hat used to :-nake me fee! 
badlv. Bue more ;:han badly. I tl,ink I ielt angry, very anqry Now when! 
\vorKec fo;-- G2rza! Garza "vvas a Ch1car;o ;-n~ie, Kiqht, anc·~s 1onq as : 1.,v-as 
work inc li~.e a doc, \Vhlci"'1 1 dld for /tim. ~ver·.;thfna v,as oKav. ff i die 
anvt--in~, 0n "'Y ow''n h0 ru,r \/er·✓ U·"co•. \,,,,.,..-; i "'--◊-Le:,,:;; ';°'K-· ~(• " 1"1':.I I ..,,111 \..i JI J!1 I J '-" :;j'-'" • J,-,,_.,.,..,. t·II•~-•, HI _.,_, ... C' ;..J l't! 1..,,1 

strai<Jhf rrorn my nean, ano ouolish mines. 1Je used to ce, uoset. rle woulG 
.-~v ,;; •-1:.,-,:.--i -('\ r·ne ~·.,1.--!"'\r.C 1·ri f-h,.. cof':"'lrV', :n1·.;., -I ;...P\/ q7,..:1·~ \~,~n,;.. \I"' I:::a,, , •.... d,;•, ..... U v.,; i..1 L: P~-::1ilv.; 1, ,_.,c ';:,11,u11 Lf. ll~, Vi. ... ~.,,_.;•. y1...•U 

writini:: :h~s shit. Don·t be writina ar:vr.10:--e!" And I said, "\Valt one rninute. 
Sl·nr;. .;,--ell r!A \/OU --:dp ("""v 1;.;,.. fr\;.. c~·.... -=- cak<>si" D01;nip .::i,•ea~• •]CA~ •r-, -:::.'.iI..,,_, V 11 ,, ·Jv, ! .,.j,., ,II/ .llt',, ,_1 ,!I 1 __ ..J, '-- • , -..J~I- ..,J._,i '...i..J·.... '-• _l_,. --•• 

me that ',e would ao ana comolain to tne Ct,icano leaders. The Cr,1cano 
1e~cers usea to say, ··cant you con~ro1 hE-r!! \Vt'1at'·3 wrong v-,1th you!" ~e·c 
reolv. "Weil vou know how she is" Thar. kind of thine, so that: was billed 
as•-=i·...:ova· ·0 1~ ..... h '""'O rr.a•t.O"' \l/h'" Ar·r,.. .... .., i·'nila. I r·e"'1~ 11 ;K" a ~o,1a 1 ~·--·n(..; i , I 1L~:1, 11 , ,._ ... 1 ~1 dL. . \..t'! a \'./1 1,,_ 1 :\.. 11,... , , , ....-1,_;,...i, 

and I acted iike a royai bitch, and franfdy,: didn't give a srnt cause I was 
so p1ssed. ! \Nas noL alone. Most ot" the \vomen thac I knew :ha~ \Ven: on :o 
becorne ::wofessional 'Nomen were :ne sarr:~ ·11ay. 

Thev f e 1 t the same wav? 
, ' 

Yeah, same way. I mink their aspirations for us were iower than meir 
aspH"2tions for themselves. ! remember 'N:""ien l star:ed In coiieae, once 
aaain I r,ave to say I was very arateful that Jose taiked me into 7t, at that 
tfine,, ,e3l1v wantec to ao to raw schoo;. : ,eally wcuid have likeC rn :)e 
an attorney,'ana I fe!t out aown because he would say, "Linaa, what you 
want to be 1s a secre,ary." .A.no I'd say, .. ,,Jo, Jose. No, : con't." .A.nc ~,e·,: 
~-v ": 'nda \,\In-- \/"U wanr tc, •o,., ic A 'l".:l.:::.,-n.:.r" """d I',... -::::::.~, "lQCA I r-ar,::,.::)('.:! !....;, , ii'II.C!L. V , . <.. r:: . ._; '-'"' ,..,,., ..,..., h., .. r.11 I ;J ,...._., ·.,.. ...;~_, • , ,_.,1 1 1 

kl·,~r- • r,,.......,,_ ll1-:irs '!"f\ :.-..p A t",:.:::ir ..... e':'" A--·'"'~::-.•,... ·=--y '' h'"·r";::, ·-.0.c---,c.'\"'::;. ...1• Y""7 
, ..i.:: : ...:v11 1. ""'""•l•. _v ...;_..., .. ,.,..,.,..,:1 , ._ , ,II...;··-·... ..,;d·, , ! ~.1 ..,. =,_ l ..,.1.,.._.i ;. 1..1 .... 

nc•L 1,.,(,.. rh~c~ ·01,~ uiffi("•~~ :::inc il'at'-= \>lhF:-1"'C. r .... ••::(" A,",C I,;. r':O'AJ~,~ rh1J1!t~r1;,::'-- ,, •.; ·-•·"--'" ·~ , ,_ .... ..,, ..... , ~ 1 ..., •• _, ••_ ._ 1 ... .., vv~ ....-. • . .._.,..._.. 
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No. r,10. 1 -:tili think tney :ire rrale cnauv1n1st oigs. I do even to,jay. I 
rerne:r:cer ::ie1no at a DiZZa Dai"'ior or sor:1et~~:1c, sorrie:!rnes we \VOuia ce~ 
together afcer· meetings, and Lou Carranza vvas there. !twas qettino fate, 
and i wasrn mar,ied any longer, and I oon·t Know if the resl of themvwere 
mar,ied (Or,, Jack was marriedi, but someone mentioned that his wife was 
always home alone, and he said, "She wanted to marry a Mexican. That's 
wr,at she gets." And I thouaht, this is really inc,edible. This is the same 
man :.n2t cJuid inst~n :n m'e sucn a fervor to co out there and f~aht for 
riahts. Ho 1N could 1:e be sc coubie s[andarc :iKe tr,at, as if ;ust because 
vn'"i: ;;'1 ... CJ ....... ?, ..... .;~(!to;:; r"':C.';,('ra"" ;.~~"' vo11 :,. ...~ av.... ::.r•~~ ~A quff-C);'"" V1''""\!·? [,.J ... -i•-l!!,...111-..,u-.. _,z...,~, ... 11:.lh.,11, _..._.l••'-••V•.·,.. .• ,.,-...1 .. :..J...>llv, :17: • 

'-,,\J,·'·'rI t • '"d"'•·c::•v, 0·r1d ! b1J·t ,· a1·a· ~ecc.nrI ,_. •1,, \,.;, I _,. •.•:.,I '., I,,, 

\Vouid you say tnat mcsc ,jic! flot rerna1n married? 

Did anv Cr,1cana oraanizations exist at th2t time?. , 

No, not mat l knew of. f"1y friend Esther Ono formed one cal:ed Ci,icanas, 
not Ch~can2s, Wornen v✓ 'no Car~. 5ut 1t didn'~ su:"v:ve fer ver·i lona. Sr-,~ 
worked for tr.e city. In fact, sr,e workea for the Human Relations­
Commi3s~o;;. -:-;1at is hO'N l GJt to ~cnow her. 

Yean, ! was part of it. Yea\ a!Eoiutely, 2i Spanisn surname women. 

So you '-l1ere a par~ of ~t. Do you remember whE:n you joinea it? 



How often d1d you meet?( 

D•,·a· t"''° r·n1·,:>ro m::. 10.r roc,:,nt "OU 'or t·nar'?lh, \.,I .,,.,11 l 1-...ih.,.:) Iv .., l. y t .. ._. 

I ir'or·• kr,n,,; '(~u knO"' rn1'r'• ··n'"✓ uso,i •n ""ak 0 'un ,-,f ,,.- 'don·• rr1n.I""' Ii'• 1.1,:,,·.-,,, -J , 11,, i -.., JI:'-• .,1 v, '-''-' L\.; -11 '-'-' J . V, ,.;,:;, 1 1, L .II 1,'.\ 

·ha· ......,v rcc·n···a· ''" C·' n'IJC~ ' ··n;~i( "" ,.,, ·re ·num 0 ·011 • ·o •;..,-m M•"' --­Li '. L:1::-;; ._, r::'I f_;::'·....... _:_,!I .i, f l,,. !,I 'JVt; i'vf::: ~ i •ij .... 1 .... =- '•, -.ilt'i,, t 1c'.'.;L.:::.:I 

men nave ai~Nays made 1okes about women. ~·ou know i had uncles, :;ut i1JL 
bro•"er··l,11 ,:,; •.-.-• "leM.,, 1·n -·n·~ a·l age b·ac'K•t, c:li 1..11 t:'11 •r •'no •a--•·1v1 , 1,t.,l C' 'I ·nr·_. o·"'er m-'~ Ill:.:..,. a-··.I L:1d!.. I t: ... , 1 Jill 

knew that ~r,ev joked aoout women. Genera ily if you are a n,other or a 
daugnter, you know tr,a;: you are sacrea, or ;f you are a arandmother, buI 
beyond that, you kriow i"le;~ican peoole are ve,y hard on \\omen. i think the 
women as weil as tne men. 

Due rn the suc,rnissi•1e stereotype of the woman? 

Ye2n, and yet 1t 1s a stereo~ype :hat i don't r:.:-;;ov,1 iNhy it exists; rea11v 
because 1n my own farr11y, and in a lot of the families that I nave seen, ! 
""'nk """" 'N"' ;:1rp I/Prv ma•Ma-c ... -' I -n•.-,•· m'✓ iranama -·u'eri ""p rooc•i..1111 •• :..:1.__.!_. '--., ..,, I t.il I 11-:.1i. i.:1:1.a-.:1 S ! ' I I ._Li! ... ~--, 

and ! Know my mother ruled the roost. Wrien i' was married to a Mex1can 
male, : 'N2S :n cnarge. So wnere do we ge: ::h:s business of be:na 
submissive. i don·t see it. Maybe in some areas, but certaintiv not in 
runnlna a home. No i!Ct there. ! saw us as beinc in charae ~here. Where \Ve 
could:-(: seer:i to cet anead was when we r.r1ea "to aet info any kind of 
•n;g"c" ' 0 ·a-n'"" o"°"'"•er -or•;on- 1·n ·n·e r0.r:-,--••n1·h1 ,. "•r•n·· m~··ArI I_ Ii•.,: It:' l I II!~•: 111':,II jJ .:;;._1 I :i I \., -.,.,',lllii\J S,,• ii,. •.11ul •. 11 ,;.t.L., 

'Nf:eti"·=e=-· ir was an Anc;io boss, or 2 Crdcano ::i·J::s. 1 rieir re2c1::on ·iNas :he 
same. -

Dr•o- ·o i en, "'ne" •..,a. ar·'c 1e ""m"' o· ,. t"P"C wacn'• any "'"~an'r• l I I '- J ;;;, '""I ,VI/I :, ~" v t.l i \...-1 I.., \J\. 1 .:l-1 "J VY "-'I ~ ! ~VVLI 1-:'! 

_organ iza ti ons? 

,. 



v: '-"1, ••-•.v• f· i... ,._.,_. ,.,, ._.,.,,_._. ,._,,_.,.,. .__., 

Jr 
.... f ;; p"'ar W:::!~ ... o-::i~1y ~f•.:::.ne:1vf! 't ·,.1i1a--- :'r'c .:-;,...,:-•:.'"':""'.=.• ... a... =-·~~~-:::~~... ._ V, ,,_ '-II - .,.;.., I•..,~,, •_,, J .,., -• ..,. ,.,,_ I .:J -.,J,._: J, ___ .,,.,_ ...,:I - : il...i'..o ..,,_.-_.,Par:-

Chicanas without anv clothes on. like in oornoaraonic :)oses. And I was 
( reai 1v ~urned off bv it. i haa ne,Jer se~n 2nvthfi1g ·! 1ke ~r:aL .3nd ! \VCS ;•Js: 

rea! l\1 real lv turneCl-off. Ana mos~ of tne ;"/omen I kne 1N "tvere als,). \Vf 
:"'~ :uq- : 1'.:::li~ tr, CC.Coif\,, ::;i \ 1/i')~.,.C. '.•f\!'Y">~:"'\ l'!('l j-h,~f "'\I;'!'" "'\;:_,,.:.,!"" fl]!"' a Mev;r-;-.,...W , .., J""...;'- ._._,,;;;;._. ._._• ..,...,...,,.,....i - ·/'(I,:•..... 'v1v;11,_1, ..i,v ~,1- .. , ,u,_.._ .1 .. ,._, , ..,, • 1 ,;,1 .... _,,e 

Amer1cc:n \Vori1an :o nose !ike that. and husoanc and vJife ar:c cniitj-aP
;')Ude. ;~ ·N2.s ~ to:a ! snocK • 

Do you fee: the Chicana has more pov:er today than in the late 60's? 

l think so, Of the women that were involved at that time that I am sc1ll :n 
touch \.V~tt', 1 they \-Vent on, they used tha~ exoe:~ence ro Dunc en. They
didn't iust do this in the so·s and then vial~ av-1ay from it ano co oacK. v,1e 
n~'""ri:;..,,..., a· •a·"'!\':,'-li"a~·· We,._1.;i,.,,a.-.'t CO... "ar:'K.... "" •·np v'---,~n anri... ,_:,:.,ii•~;,·~,n,,···•ri~.. ::>"·"1 1..,K. ,:_ v tl.J•-1.,.•;1,_\...;1C"1 -, :<1u.::, 1 .... 1i1... 

that':, aii. Ar,a that's all \ve used to do before i cot invo!vec. Nore of l!:: 
d.ia thaL V✓ f ail rnoved on, movea up, l •.,voi..:id rwPe movea ~P, ear:--i bet:er 
money, did sometning witn ourselves. So, Yeah! I'm proua of wnat we·ve 
aone. 

Do you :)ereve vour success encour-aaed other wornen?' ~ 

Sure, aosciu~e1v, oecause ·vve bring ether peoole 3lor:q, '-/C~ncer ;,eopie. A-;,, 
1east i aiwavs have. If 1saw someone tr,at was tryir.a 'rn ae~t aheaa anc sne 
lC Pr'\..f"-'i~•x•r--•-.. >.'m~f"•('a" c.11en ;~ "'nc's n"· a~~; roidror' ce"-'c e·re ,uac !'\ .... "\m's<>..... '1 ..... 1•-~1. ,'4.. ,,...,, lw 11, ._ • 11 ::: ,..., i l....'L, :!~ ! ,._,, •...-:,... u .J ,._ t11 ,v _, j,J, VI I ... 

there, i worked ve,-y ve~y hard to include tr,ese oeoo!e, teach tnem the 
rooes. it matters \Vt"'10 vou know.. It rnat~ers ~10'N ~nany Dee=pie vou k.nov.1. : : 
matters tr,at you don•t'accept this krna of treatment. .t..r1c ,f y'ou •Jor,'t 
accept iI ana :-;iaKe 1t well known from the oeginning, then they are no~ 
going to creat you that way. Yeah! I definitely feei tt nas. 
You know ! _got ~o tell you on cape, tr,is 1s a very funny thing - The \voman 
Who Care. Esther is actually a distant cousin oi mine. ,.;:-:d she is about as 
Analo as you can get. But, we were all ~rying to oe verv r--:e:,ican at the 
time. She formec tnis arouo and none of us.-none of us '1n our croup coL!!c 
,... 11 ..... !"'\r,~•- - ...... ; ........ '., .• ;1 5 C, qc ... -....... 1.,... 1 • ' ' ....... ' __ w,... .... ,... ... a...,.. ...-.,ea1;V .:Jj.;C.:::.:'-. .:.>µ~n:~11, verv we., .. OW,_ 'L 1...11,:, iacy! •,Vile:;_ }Jd:) ,:e, 1! 111e 0 

I don't remember. Now, we cot this laavrn ;:ravel around w1tn us cause sne 
spoke beautiful Spanish. So~ we·c tell tier what we wan.:e~ :-,er :o ·say, anc 
then she'd say it, and it was great. Weli, Esther got us on television, 
Channel 2, sorne newscast in Jack London Sauare. So. we ,ake this :aav 
witr, us and we are aoinq to put ner on teiev·1sion, :-1giit! She oot terr,fiec. 
we got her there anc the woman couldn't talk. She aot 1nm snock ana was 
sh2:kmg and the newscaster said, "You got to talk". 'j said. "We can't, we 
aon·t know :,ow to speak Soanish c:ood enoua~1". f-:e savs, "Ycl; ,~o;: to, ::h,s :s 
live, you k.now". So! said,."You, Go!", ar-, m;/God! So the :wo 6f us were 
""ere -nc· ·vn 'ook~ri •,..r-_..;,;-;,er< 'e ....... ;;-.c.f" ::::: ...... .,,...\/ -.-.:..-c-. ,:.- ·v!""!aT ·v~c •• 1•1e 
1..ll -..,. C:11 '.,.; =.....: ~C'. ll 1 ..; I l 11 ;,_..,;, ....,,·•.,· 1.i1C:~ ~.:.11·,vl.. Hli ,._ ., _.._, ;:w :.--.1 , ! 1 '... -....=-

'Nanrec. Ana she sale. "Necesitamos pollos··. She 1Nas (rying to ·3ay 



(__ 

The e2sy way out. 

aut 2sice frorn t~,e funnvness of it, sne was aenuine in ·want\na rn do 
~o <"'!, -;-.,.-••~ .;,.., ,r ,.-,"'! ,.;: ........ - ................... 1.- .... -:...... - -·.J,.,.,_n n~o· ;_ ---, e IC A..... ... 
:. r11e:.11, .. •.. ,,.1r u.:: ........ :.1,.1 ,1 "v,_,1i:,½ ::'.::i::, ,_;!,=· ,'...dll vi •t:~•, : ... ":iav :..L..._ 
~0'1l•ri_,.,,.._ ..,-:- ~c.c..li,...,..t if ,-,-..,;, ... ;r:n 'Wev "'n r,,-.,r irn~gJn]n-. ;.·n]rJ<.,~ t-~-\/ ,....CIAiii.L ,i::,,,J,,c..; .... 'C··••'-··· _vi1,'.:l 1 ...;: 11 ,111 ,V'-• .... 1:l.;;.1 _,_.i1.11e 1 1 ........ i,J _...,,._ __ ·,,.., ~;).,,-, -;,....~- I I ,.._, <ol •; ... -,-. ("',..,.-• it-~_;::; ;.. e;_-/'"\ ,- I ,.._,-. .-.d0 '.,I c::::,_ •.. .:: l,,.._1= 1..111:•. :.ON a, e -~ve Q01nlj ;.•J .... ca! W1Ll1 1..,1a1... --·vii,. Ne:.:: a 

1 

bunch ot :Nomen ~N1tr1 a commcn orOoieffi. ,so;:ietimes, \Ve ourselves. 
so~etu-:.es othe, peoole. Bu:: a~ least we c0uid reel anc sr-,are. Yean, : arr: 
not aione in this mess. I am not imaainina things, problems do exist, and 
~hi·; ls ho\v l nan:j!ed Lf',en\ ·wr1at do You tf;;nk aoout that and that klnd of 
thina. So we were all in tr,e same boat, a bt.:nch or sinale mothers ,,vitr, a 
buncn oi kic!s. " 

i"--l('ic- 1\.: -.... ,..!'"'.... ?. ... ~ ,..,..,oe:- ,;-,.. 1---·u v;,;,-. ;.!-- ... ,-',-. ~ .... c. 1,v-,, ·- •111:::.5 ..., ..... ~I'\ '"P "\IC. ... ·""' 
i 11,.,_ 1_ ·-·: ·-:1::',11 _.1:u lil -·- .1ch... ,; .. !·- .•.r..l:: •.11a ... :, ,.;j .... a, •v 'tl~ ., :1,.,;1 ... , ... 'i ,_;-; 

( your=a. vour aoe. y·ou aeL ouL :;f h:cn school an,J you oeL rn:::rr1ed and have 
kics.-·~tobotv'"'s-ver: ~sKed vou 2~ o(rola voi..;-~:'iat's th'e ·..vav tt ·was. It was 
expected so\ve were 211 kind of on tr,e same boat. Bu( I am proud oi the 
arouo cause we reaily nave ,J,,'.!wn, we rearv nave grown. .., ' .., , 

\•l'n••e .,.-•l' l!JC... C ' 11 0,.., 1-''"~ for ....... c. :...:Re •ycu !"\'''"' 1 ;.-...._ea ~•.-e ... r""o.r-lV; ;, "''-' l, ... : •., ~v , i".i11u. 1 ,_,J,_ 11 , I.Y..11)i1~11 • ,.;i, 1,....,1;,._.:·.. - • 

Ok2y, ; :--1eve; ·Norted for tnerr. No. 1-Nhar :lacpened 1N2s ! '•,va:, appoin:fj 
comm1sione, ov ~Jcrm !"!ineta at tne time he was on city council. A.r.,a i 
quess he talked to the majorJ a;1d they appol;--iteC me a c0mmisst-oner. 
Estr1er, on the otner hand,"worked for the commission. it was a director 
and ;"11S s::aff. Anc then. we had this table of commiss,oners that met 
montrdv t.o cet ooiic1 and so fortr1. 

I w ' , 

·were ariy of \/Our sketches e·.,er censored! 

No, not reai:y. They talkea about censor1n,:; not on!·; rriy sketcnes tut me 
Oe-·oc .,~c •..,,-.-. "'ac a-,~, ·ha• 1 'hO''""" '"a'" ·a ~'nu·~ ·ne~-, •ac, 1 Ii •. i-.:1 '..i,'=: e 'IV ._. i..111:r: !.Ji l._, ! t., I , .......;i1t., 'IV .. lt. 1111 1.. ..... t..l ! ~ /v _, 

cause after this wnole blo\vout over the SKetcn. And the feet thal ! 1Nas 
~a1,1·no:,, •.,.,.,,~~··'e~IL1 •..ver"'.., ·~e--1>~CIL..,\..,, a1'feren•.:--,, 

1vl ,,,·n;chl "'2".., •~•·-t.l i..;1ey :\-:=: . ;,;;,,...,, ,:. \.I I IVl I ~" ... el "'"'" ··'i' -a\. .. -...:.t_ 

sorne ·action and i r,ad done a drawing of myself wearing a aag and tna;: 
never ao:: c~t;--;tec. That· 3 rrue. ...-· . 

Pi"0020;y :he one :ila~ yoc S?.'.'I ';l ~he ar:~c:e. l t wa'S of my ex-~usoanc: anc 
at :naI :;:ne, tr,.:;~ 1a1G ::, tt:e-re '-Nas a ~c;t Jf sadnes:: ~r: tne sKetcn. 6:..1~ 

https://so~etu-:.es
https://r11e:.11


Sure! arv.1::i:--ne ~ne poi1ce :jeo2rtment qc-es an1j lobbies the ce:uncn to ,jc
'SOG"\err·;1ne ·..v1tn tr::s wor:12:L Yeah i~ C!''oucnt do·wn artcntion. Don·t foraet1 
•• 0 ··•i::...-..• = ... , ...... rt - • .. "" ... --•.•-,.-rt .. .,.. i ... -·,., ...... ----- • -,.... ~ ;; .,..'"' ......... ,..,... -:-h'·-t\J .. Iv•.:== -..1 \, ,111.,i :..o ce. uic1t.. :-.,,1 •..1 t:: i,•:: vi ~c::L1Cn 1n Ti on(,. Oi .!.e u1 e.::.-=>. 1 e 
press \Vasn·r really' going to pr1nt 3_nyti•:1ng 1 but anyttrne tr:e;e ls a 
conrroversv then n·s a s~orv So tnere \vas a controversv ana i}'raL was1 

'"'OOri lt or:-.u~n.,. ·r 3i1 f,)"'\y-:irr! 1•a.rv ...,,-.~,-! ,t) '-'· '" • .J ~ L '- , J I I • Ci, .,. , ii._ , ~ V\.. t...,I • 

\.Vt'11c1·1 '3k.etch caused tr,e most uoroar? 

Thal ,]nc ,Jf tt':at m;:;n, and i tr'. 1•:-'i~~ trre- reaso:-r i~ ;J:d wa:, becacse :f ~~e 
.......... ..., .. s,-.1"' ........·fp.r-..-..c. ........... ;:;:c, .... 1·1.-.-;i- •··.::i~l 1v ...... , . .,..n ..... n ""'"l.:.r"n UD \u-r ·n·a-- I,.,-.-
l_,.jf),.,:\.J,1 \.oi/U..,l lh.. ::1.LIL J"'~ .• ·!· :!-'. 1 •.. ~.1, :.,.;_;i ! t:...; '...i1._. ,vcl::J '--.• ·'-, r -::;:.:, 

implyir:4 ~hat they treated peco1e cadly, anc t~ey did. Th1s one. iet's see, 
"riuman 2eings in a Democracy cannot be civ:,:e,J into two c:2sses, ,hose 
who m2y safely be beaten and shot by po Iice, and those who may noc· See 
that'·3 why they got so angry because you we,e 1mplying ;:hat·s wha~ 
happenea co Mexican Americans in this community, but in truth it was 
wr;at was happening. You m;cjt;~ have seen a few months ago oown in 
Southe,n California, and there were some Blacks that posed as reguiar 
Cl·-1·,,.,,,s ;,nri th"Y 1v.or,o ""'"''" ,,·y t"e ro''"" 'Ar-o It wac: •hat· v'n"' o' t._ l_<;;;, I - ,..: I "' t <;;;, .,. :..,\... _ ... ':'i, U I I iJ I .,._,c ! VI\.,'-', , _, LI ,, i, u I 

tr,ina ,-,ere. very muci, ·30_ f·1cNamara has created a iot of chance, out the 
C·-,•1ii-..1.-vej/!__.~1l11,,:Ul\,.n:,,l'-;l_,

01 ,.,. "a" ·"e" 1'"''''"''V ,,,~c: \/''''/'/""'''::i '1=1/1-l1iii:':l:'lll.,~•""~--· So >tit.Ina---;:;.,-,·c;...:1-•t1:::' 1 !''a·on··'...1 

know why they ,Jernerj it. \VhaL do vou Go sLav 'JP iate ana tnink up an 
t;-ies:: qtJes;:1c::-r:.? 

Your second h·Jsuanc w2.s sunpor: ~ve? 

So he was very suoportive? 

He wasn't supportive. He. Just toierated 7t. ~e harea it. 

Because i:e ;,,vasn·t involved. d1G rre consiae: n!m·:.elf f"lexican Arner1can·? 

Yes, one tt1ac doesn·t make waves. doesn't ca1.:se oroclems. You know that 
kino: so he 'Nas not supportive. He vvas jus~ tolerant, and later ne wasil't 
even toleram. 

Did your chiidren consider tnemseives .American also? 



( 

\,;h-,< a:oo: ,. •,.,., ,~ """er C"; 1drc.r •)Vl/,t.,,l u ... ,,_,,.__j V'.,I, ,,, ,,..,\: 

Hollv is ;-ny seco~d child. V/hen she Vv·as five I 'Ne founa oct that she v-,as 
mer,tali'f retarded. She had becorne ili when sr,e was 2 srnali child, and r,ad 
suffe,ea brain damaae, so she was not affected by what was haooe1inq. 
She lco~~s airicht. bu't she ls a child 1n her ov✓ n rnind. 7he next or.e was 
1- ........ cr ~A ·"'o·•:"'.,,., .... ro!'\f11-,:i."" ;=iJ,...,"'\ n '~ .'"O;.:~p .... -"\ .. hl f.-. .......""l ~ ...... .:. •"'i'"'.::.,.. .....,,; !.....::.:.

•-.,C:11!._.,:; •,•.,~:, 1...·11c;y.._. 1,1'.J'::l,.,.....,:.-1:av,ul.:1.u1l1_.1::;,,.,y :1',.,-1,, ~1h.,•.J1,,,p_.L u'Jf. ,,_ 

s1:artea nav1nc neroes tnat 'Ntrr:: r--!e,ncan. He aiv,avs ::alkea about 5t""'i;:,; 
!•1,-::, .... .::., :1, ...... •c;....,--1 g•·cc--:: '·"''::- ,::i (\!"'CC11"'1Cf\j" i"' i'-"l•"Y."( ~, ~() if' f'\~C ~ore,"\.:;::,..__l.,.;,._.,_:•.:.., ;/\i,11 .! I \..o..,_,_. , • .._.__, ,_., jJ• •.,..r,•J._,I, 111, ;,:',,,.,\.,, ..,.;•- , • ,t- •" I - .II -

1::,os:~:ve 1rr;;jac: on r11m. ne c0u1e; see wnar 1.vas \join::: ce1:t1no 1nvo1•.:·e:j :n
-~'"'·c-=- 'A:'\•~ .... e a··ri,..,'~ ,,,.-,:"\- -o ,-..c.,~ .,...,,,,,;\lp.ri ~ ..... ;. ·=o rni,,..;., ...,.,!IT" ..... ;; -,-,o~· r',!"''a··
L1,1,1 _,, ..... l,\J,I 'l·.... :1,,_'t'l:::.I,'..\. •..:·.... Ill VIY.,\.,,/111 . ..,: ,1 .... \.,.1 ..... u ... ,1 .... 1.v ••••_,:IC: 

·,, ;,' "o"' 'n"re ,·-m··' --;1·e ··, """;;e 1·" a Jr,• ;,i,., me .::;,-,., '" a ··c--o·,..e,.. 
c:·ne
._, 

G"t 'n r~/\u·o•e
• , 
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I 
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wirrtesseo wnat was goinq on. These i<ids wouia co or. m2rches with me. 
So you see, :~ey 1,ver~ so f'nvo1vec 1n it even :r:o:.i,}1 they didn't re2l1y 
unde:sta:tC it. Leslie 1s ver-v ooir-iior.ated. Srit w?.s aoi:1ut 7 at the r1me, anc 
I romo:"""'~Ci!"' that" t-~ov :"\[!n1sriea·n~r :::i:- crr'r:r, 1 ~~r "")Or" \11;:.'}JC !"'::.,c;r-i;v Sr,~; , ._..t ...,,11.J"-• .1,. L, v, =-'"'J I 1 ·,.., .,.,_ _,_,!.;._: ,\. ,._, "•-· ....; 1 'J ... ..J,·-.C.,;:· .... ,,., 

\Nas w~tn me ·.-vnen tne F1esta de ics Rosas r-10L took. piece. After th2I sne 
•,,vas ::: sc~oc1 ana ~efus2G :o sa1:..::e :ne f;3c ~he ::eac~er \Van~ed :o knovv1 

- -,.JU•'-•1 ''8ct·:::iu~P thor"p 1-= ot lusf1c.::,_, for ;iii __, • 

k2"",r-""...,,.._r" • .::.~c. !"'"'::.,1h, Gt'\- in'°"!"I. 3 ii"\•,..,,; '""i--Q•t'"\~,.. 
Wh"t• 3rc,,_,. 1 -=:y-ic.,._, ,:::;iirl ._,..,.._, ..,,.. Vl., , _ _, no , • _. I ! ~2\v• 1,,vi"'1d( 

1l "-'!'•:C.lC',.., .,. .. :1.._,, 'Cu.,,-, .:31,,1,.: ~V oVl.. •JI '..1 .._...,1C. 

,,,·--a· -~-j- s"e ·- -- -·nc. ··me·7v~e111 !.'.-:;iCl'C''va::, JI llldLL.J...,Llll. 

She \Nas 7. : guess 1s~ or 2ria qraae. Whe!i : r'ound ou:: \vhat was hapoen~na 
to her, ! 'l.Jenc dG\.'✓ n tar.he sch◊-o:. T/"';e teacne... had tat(en a very large cox"' 
and o~~ ~~ 3~:1u;-ifj r:er. anJ saia ttia~ r'ione of ~he :::--d1dren ccuiG r.a1k to '.:er. 
Vot• kn()\AI !r 1,·,,;;,.=, ..::,1.,"a-rv:,~:"lU"L ! C.~11"'! "I or,k -=:1,,., 1·-= . ._,,,,,_.,~,.',J'-1<1,•-'i~_.- . i=,r-,r;,tle,-;..,..J,.__,t"{) :;i:.r ·v-•r!in,iof',-=,.,.;.,_.,._.,_,.. ...,,_._._.,_ ..,,, 
'V·".-, ,...: .........- ;c ,._,.,;! ... <:::....,..?.;, c~• 1 0· '-,...... r,...r_._,, 1 ... 1·c: ., .... c.:,,_ ... ;n ..... ' '' 1 ' ....-I"\---, -
e C'11 li ~11t' 1,.; >.1111: d ..,;1:~1i 111: . : a,;1 .::iv:'/ .11a·. I'.. _ '..ll.J-,':'t..-...11 'j vUu, iJl.1. 

that is her ooin1on." So 1took care of it, bu~ she is st iii like triat. Si,e is 
very very stronq_ ShE: caiied uo ::his morn;nc; al: conce-rnea about tne 
mines that we ~vcn in the Civil R;ahts - the tnings that we won. Sr1e w2s 
__ ,k';·.... /"1 ~ ......... u- .. r'IP. i='1•r;.., ~r.-1 .... •-- .... -.;:~on ··o .- .....~ ,,... ..... ();~•-,---:·v '., .... ,;:i .............
La: .. 111-J -::::.}i_, 1_ Lt,,.,_,...;.=,;! __...;111 ill::ill ::;l•_; :, =-:,e . .= Y-li1..:•_a,1 .. .Jl ,_:iu:u.1 

Do :.'.iey i.t:ie the term Chicano? 



( ' 

First of ai1 on the !ocal crnc~no. 

So you die 'Nin sorr:e ,esoect·;, 

Cu1r "'rJ· ',''"'/-tMP'TI ! 1.,.,f"\l ~• ,i_; ' : ,_,;\j 

\ 
1/hy do you believe [he Chicano movement has dlea !Jov,n a bit? 

! dcn·t tr1r:K it !";as C1ec dovvn, 1 thin~~ :t i"''!25 c:--tar')aed. ; tr.1r.t~ it :!as cnance:-c
'r;. ,..,.: - ...... m•:•---:if"" .. ,... r'"'-• yr:1• ~---- .-.- -~- ~- ...... c -:--'l"\c.•1 .... ,..,... al"'-""-" .,. .. c,:;.-..,-.-,,...:-:.-

a 1,JI_ lJl ~:iC 1il:ll.ui1•.::i .:1aL -''-' .• c::...: al ',.;1t' ·.iiil•. if;...,, :.•II:"._ .,i-;: !;1.-... !,t:.__._,.._;~,:. 

A 1vr cit ~ne oeoole ~r12t were \;fry grass roc~s enher oe·:ar.:e Oette ... 



V-•-;in't:: .... , .. 

What W?.'3 your rnost positive exoerience auring the rncver."!ent? 

Wi,at was my most positive exnerience? I think that it wouid have to be 
finc:na myself, findina my own strenqths, finding :ne seif confidence 1:hat 
I founa. l.Jh, tr1at wouia be the finest thing. • 

Ana wnat was the most negative? 

Ti"1t; mvsr neg2Live was tr1e fact tt:at, ! __thH:~~, 1 looked tJifferent to the 
1'!"'1,"l;,..._ .....-,:;.jc.- •:.-.A-! rrl,....,.., •n ..... r,,....-?r• a1i""I"'\ r1nce, ;...-0 "'f'l.--,,......-. ,=l•-.LJCa..,"on r,c,re i
r.i1'-'l:v 1ilv,._.=: ~II,;,;. 1 _ _.111;:" \1 \..-V1,"......; ..... ~vt .... 11. •-•1, I i!C ..... 111i-1 <:: ... U i...: • ,.,;, ... 11 

had more exoer1ence, 1became a different person ::nan tn~ person tri~y had 
first me::, Lhe housev,,ife thev haa flrsL mer. but in the eves of the c;J;cano 
I aor;"t thin\-: that I ever changea. i mink tney stii! saw nie as a housew1ie, 
a "ie•iic:,, . .-~-~·can 'e~a]e '"0 11o~ r·o•• •:.,e ~esperi- a"" "" 0 f'pe'1'"9 O'i: •'.I ._.; ,-..,1:~_: I I I 111 , , 11'-•'-'I ,.,,;I. :..11 i ... o... 1 J1,.; l,.li,,,. _ 111 • ! 

confider.ce :Jn the part of the Chicano brothers, like I did the admiration of 
. h . • •
t11e "'ng:o ma1e. 

Ye=·,! ai,.vavs ~e;t that that w2s tr1e c2se. ! '-VOuiC ~2ve 10 say r:1at·s stiH 
prooab::; st°ill true. Anc that is sad 

Is t~1ere anytning you ·Nouid have done differently? 

https://confider.ce
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