The 2015 Li’i Pearl Award Winners
Jessica Flores
Jessica served as a Peer Mentor for incoming freshmen through AARC for the 2013-14 school year. She has consistently been on the Dean’s List. She has also been involved with the local Bakersfield Pageant since 2009 and was crowned first runner-up Miss Bakersfield for 2013-14. Jessica wrote for The Runner during Fall 2014 and one of her opinion articles was nominated for an award. She also serves as a student assistant for the GRaSP Office and will be presenting on gender violence at the upcoming Gender Matters Conference. 
Dayai Youn
Dayai has been on the Dean’s List numerous times, helps to run her family’s clothing business, and is part of a leadership team in the Korean church that she attends in Los Angeles, where she works with the church’s youth group, comprised of one hundred international students who are having a hard time adjusting to the new culture. As the youth group leader, she writes letters of encouragement to the students, plans hikes, field trips, and other fun activities. In this way, she has helped to smooth the transition for other international students.

The 2015 Betty Creative

Writing Award Winners

Poetry
First Place - $500
Robyn Rowley
"Saw this morning; Seven; The Leap"

Second Place (tie) - $300
Mateo Lara
"America’s Hum" 
Second Place (tie) - $300
Kara McDonald
"Road From Grief: A Collection of Poems"
Third Place (tie) - $200
M’Alyssa Bundy
"Bzzzz" 
Third Place (tie) - $200
Ashley Rae Fischer
"Proofs Hurt"

Short Story
First Place - $500
Kristen Watts
"Steps"

Second Place - $300
Marlin Morales
"Punch"

Third Place - $200
Nona Linnea Stone
"The Blue Dot"

Drama
First Place - $500
Kristen Watts
"Trust Me"

Second Place - $300
Anthony Jauregui
"Michigan"

The 2015 Li’i Pearl Outstanding Student in English Award
Supported through the great generosity of the Pearl and Bandy families since 2007, The Li’i Pearl Outstanding Student in English Award was created by an anonymous donor and named in honor of Julia ‘Li’i’ Pearl to honor a student who has made a special contribution to the department, the school, the university, and the community at large and who serves as a "proud representative" of the department.
The 2015 Betty Creative Writing Awards

Supported through the tremendous generosity of Dr. Stafford Betty since 2010, The Betty Creative Writing Awards are presented annually to honor the creative work of students at the undergraduate and graduate levels at California State University, Bakersfield and California State University, Bakersfield – Antelope Valley Campus. Awards are given in three categories – Poetry, Short Story, and Drama.
