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Share the love! 
In the month of Feb,·uary the Fresno State Alumni Association is 

h ighlight ing 28 things we love about F,·esno State. 

Help sha,·e t he love by fol lowing us on socia l media and use 
#FresnoStateloveto show us your love for Fresno State, or 

submit your own Bulldog love story. 

SUBMIT YOUR STORY 

Here a,·e some love stories you've ali·eady sha,·ed with us ... 

HISTORY and HER STORY 
~ .. 
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Fresno State Career Connections 

Volunteer as an Advisor. for. th . next generation 
of Bulldogs. Become an Advisor 
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~ EVENTS &ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Crim Talk: Human Trafficking and the 
Sex Trade: Current Issues and Local 
Trends 

Join Fresno State A lumni Association's 

Criminology Chapter for a present ation by Curt 

Chast ain, FPO Vice-Intel for the Coalition Against 

Human Trafficking. Light appetizers and 

refreshments w ill be served. 

Get ready for Grad Fest! 

Let's get the party started ear ly! Join us at the 

14th Annual Grad Fest on March 21st from 10am 

to 7pm and March 22nd from 9am to 2pm located 

at the Memorial Garden grass area in front of the 

Kennel Bookstore, presented by your Fresno 

State Alumni Association. Grad Fest is t he official 

kick-off to graduation season so you don't want to 

miss out ! 

LCOE 13th Annual Alumni Chapter 
Golf Tournament 

Join Fresno State A lumni Association's Lyles 

College of Engineering Chapter for their 13th 

annual golf tournament Proceeds benefit Lyles 

College of Engineering student scholarships and 

the Lyles College of Engineering Alumni Chapter 

Scholarship Fund. 

Rainbow Mega Mixer 

Join the Rainbow Alumni and Allies Club for a 

Rainbow Mega M ixer! Celebrate Fresno Rainbow 

Pride Weekend in the Tower D istrict. Enjoy 

complimentary appetizers. No host beverages. 

SEE MORE EVENTS 

Send us feedba<k! 

LOCATION 

North Gym 118 

Fresno State Campus 

LOCATION 

Memorial Garden in front of Kennel Bookstore 

Fresno State Campus 

LOCATION 

Sunnyside Country Club 

5704 E. Butler Ave. 

Fresno. CA 93727 

LOCATION 

Veni Vidi Vic.i 

1116 N. Fulton St 

Fresno. CA 93728 
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Share the love! 
In the month of February the Fresno State Alumni 
Association is highlighting 28 things we love about Fresno 
State. Help share the love by following us on social media 
and use #FresoStatel ove to show us your love for Fresno 
State, or submit your own Bulldog love story below. 

Fresno State Love Story Submission 

Fresno State Love Story Submission 

First Name: 

Last Name: 

• 

Email: 

• 

Phone Number: 

Last Name as Student (if different than now): 

Class Year: 
Please Choose 

Major: 

• • • 

Name of Other Person (if relevant): 

Share your Fresno State Love Story: 

Upload a Photo: 
-

! Choose File no file selected 

• 

Upload a Photo: 
I Choose File no file scfected 

Upload a Photo: 
Choose File no file selected 

Name on Facebook: 

• 

Twitter Handle: 

lnstagram Handle: 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter and lnstagram 
to see if your love story will be featured! 

Save and Continue 
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Stones celebrating Bulldog alumn1. 

Feb 5, 2016 · 3 min read 

Never miss a story from Fresno 

State Alumni 

Photo by Claire Takahashi 

Sign in / Sign up 

GET UPDATES 

#BulldogBornBulldogBre 
d 
By MARISA MATA, Student vVriter 

Born and raised in Fresno, Brian Ekmanian 
(2001) gre,v up feeling part of the Fresno State 

community. He and his father, a 1ne1nber of the 

Sigma Chi frate1nity, often attended sporting 

events and tailgated together. When it was time 

for Ekmanian to attend college, he applied to a 
few places but ultiinately decided to stay in Fres­

no. He too joined Sig1na Chi and was able to find 
his place at Fresno State both socially and acade­

mically, and over the years his love for the univer­

sity has continued to grow. 

''I iuanted to go other places, but I hung out with 

sorne people, especially at the.fraternity house, 

engaged at Fresno State games and I was just 

like, 'This is the place, it's hon1e away from 
home."' 

Ekmanian ren1e1nbers the best parts of his college 
experience including Vintage Days, having a na­

tionally ranked football team led by David Carr, 
tailgating with friends and late nights at the li­

brary- the peaceful, and at times eerily, quiet n10-

ments of sitting in a corner, studying before a big 

test. 

After graduating, Elananian moved to Los Ange­

les to work in advertising, but after a fe,v years, 

made the decision to return to Fresno, settle 

dovn1 and sta1t a fan1ily. 

"I moved back and, I didn't get married right away, 

but I 1net 1ny wife literally the first weekend I 

moved back, but one of my buddies had a thing 
for her, [so] it prevented me fro1n asking her out. 

About a year later, I found out that he never asked 

her out, so I asked her out. Fro1n there, we got 
married a couple years later, and ,ve had a baby 

girl who's [now] 11 n1onths old." 

When Ekmanian moved back to Fresno, he began 

a career in commercial banking and also decided 
that he ,vas going to get involved ,vith Fresno 

State. 

"I feel like the thing to do in and around Fresno is 

to engage yourself around Fresno State. Become 
that good alumni ... [Stay] involved- [ volunteer] in 

and aro1u1d the Alumni Association- stuff like that 

,viii reap you benefits, it'll give you the inside 

track on- if you're staying here locally- some 

pretty good opportunities." 

Elananian became a board n1ember on the Craig 

School of Business Alu1nni and Friends Board, 
and currently serves on the Fresno State Alu1nni 

Association Board. He ,...,ants to get n1ore people 

engaged with Fresno State, and wants to support 
both athletics and academics. He still attends bas­

ketball and football ga1nes- this season, taking his 

daughter to her first Fresno State football game. 

Photo by Cary Edmondson 

''She iuas 10 nionths old. We tailgated as a family 

for the first tirne, iuhich I'll never forget. We got 
pictures of her watching the garne- she's got no 

clue iuhat's going on, but she's having a blast. I 
would definitely love for her to conie here- just 

because of rny experiences and my love for any­

thing and everything Fresno State." 

Education Alumni love 
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Stories celebrating Bulldog alumni. 

More irom Fresno State Alumni 

Success through adversity: A 13 
year journey to accomplish a 

A Fresno State Alumni 
W 5minread 

Also tagged Education 

Why Learning Is A New 
Procrastination 

Max Lukominskyi 
4 min read 

More irom Fresno State Alumni 

A second chance 

• Fresno State Alumni 
3 min read 
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Stones celebrating Bulldog alumn1. 

Jul 31, 2015 · 4 min read 

A Never miss a story from Fresno 
W State Alumni 

' 

Photo by Esra Hashem 

GET UPDATES 

For Professor and Rev. John Stanfield II (1973), 
ea1ning four university degrees, an illustrious ca­

reer in acade1nia researching sociological theories 

and publishing 1nultiple titles could not compare 
to the re\>varding, hands-on inte1national work he 

is doing no,v in developing countries. 

"This is 1ny way of making a n1ajor transition in 1ny 

career and life, from ilie United States to Africa." 

Stanfield said. "I a1n very 1nuch interested in do­

ing "vhat I can to apply my skills for the empo"ver­
n1ent and develop1nent of Africans. And you can't 

do that unless you do it globally." 

Stanfield is a professor of African studies, Ame1i­

can studies and international studies at Indiana 
University Bloomington, where he 11vill soon be 

emeritus. He is also the director of the Research 

Project on Transcultural and Intercultural Studies 
at the university. 

He is currently on leave to work internationally. 

For the 2014- 15 academic year, Stanfield served 
as a distinguished professor and founding direc­

tor of the Mogae International Develop1nent and 

Governance Research Institute of ilie recently es­

tablished Botswana International University for 
Science and Technology in Palapye, BotS\vana. 

But his journey to1,vard acade1nia and activis1n 

sta1t ed as an Educational 0P-P-Ortunity.JJ:Qgra1n 
(EOP) student at Fresno State. 

Travelling fi·om the Sacramento area to Fresno for 

schooling, he received his bachelor's degree in so­

ciology in 1973. He later pursued his 1naster's and 
Ph.D at No1th1,vestern University, completing his 

doctorate at the young age of 25. Stanfield also 
possesses a 1naster's degree in sacred theology 

fi·om Boston University, 11vhich he received in 

2005. 

He said it ,vas professors at Fresno State 11vho in­

spired hi1n to pursue an acade1nic career in sociol­

ogy. 

"You have to understand tl1at there was a lost era 

in Fresno State's history: The era of 1970 to 1975," 

Stanfield said. "Usually, "vhen you think of ac­

tivism, you think of the 1960s here at Fresno State 

and all the commotion that happened here. But 
there ,vas something else that happened here, 

even more a1nazing, and it v,1as structural: The de­

velop1nent of a brand new depart1nent, called the 

Department of Sociology." 

Professors like S. John Dackawich, Robert 
"Dugan" Webber and Willian1 Beatty pa1ticularly 

inspired Stanfield. 

Dacka"vich, Stanfield said, made sociology rele­
vant by creating a culture of pushing students to­

ward graduate school. Webber, who taught 

classical theory, was a n1entor who challenged un­

dergraduates with advanced coursework. Beatty 
\.Vas an anthropologist who was considered to be 

"the n1ost demanding professor in the College of 

Social Sciences." A class he taught about n1inori­

ties would typically sta1t the se1nester "vith 35 stu­

dents and end with about 15, according to 

Stanfield. 

'1t was people like that, who weren't 
just teachers, but in their own right 
were activists," Stanfield said. "Iney 
told us to be very diverse in how we 
approach the world ... I wouldn't be 
sitting here if they didn't see 
something in n,e. They insisted that I 
move ahead in a quality way." 

Stanfield has since had a dyna1nic and fulfilling 
career 1,vorking in prestigious universities like 

Yale, University of Texas at San Antonio, Univer­

sity of Tennessee, College of William and Mary, 

University of California, Davis, Morehouse Col­

lege (the ahna 1nater of Martin Luther King, Jr.) 

and, in his current position since 2002, at Indiana 
University Bloomington. 

"But eventually I decided it was time to do so1ne 

international "vork," Stanfield said. "Before then, 
everything was tl1eoretical. Even though I used to 

teach comparative studies of race and racism, it 
\>Vas all really based upon what I read." 

Stanfield has 1,vorked in South Ainerica, Europe, 

Asia andAf1ica, consulting nu1nerous nonprofit 
and government boards in his effort to pursue 

restorative justice for oppressed, marginalized, 

stigmatized and neglected people in communities 

globally. 

Working on usually eight to ten projects at one 

time, Stanfield meets v,rith policymakers and 

scholars on a regular basis, helping them con1e up 

with an alternative way to deal "vitb issues in 

deeply divided societies and nation states that 
have been devastated through slavery, aparilieid, 

civil war and genocide. 

"What I want to be remembered for is 
helping people-be they 
policymakers, government or 
ordinary citizens-helping people 
develop best practices in societies 
where people basically grew up 
hating each other," he said. "I-Iow do 
we transform hate into love? How do 
we transform being separated and 
segregated into being inclusive? 
Understanding that, at the end of the 
day, we're all human beings-how do 
we do that?" 

Stanfield calls hilnself a 1notivator, and said he is 
gifted in bringing people together ,vho don't ordi­

na1ily 1neet- people "vho need to ,vork together to 

make son1ething happen of significance. 

Working 11viili people and being open with others 

is a tool he hopes sociology students today learn 

early on in their careers. 

''Something that is so hard to learn ivhen you're 

young and you're driven is the importance of 

building good relationships with people," Stan­

field said. "Never ever take yourself or others for 

granted. Learn hotv to say hello to everybody. 
You don't knoiv who's sitting next to you in the 

classroom, or on the plane or a train. Be genuine, 
because when you're like that, you don't have to 

be plotting to get to the next point. Things will 
corne to you." 

What is Stanfield's next step? Nigeria, he hopes. 

He said he is pa1t of an effo1t to build a system 

suppo1ting private universities across Africa and 
private historically black universities in the U.S. 

Meanv,rhile, he is transitioning into the global vir­

tual doctoral studies faculty world while residing 

in Johannesburg, South Afi·ica, and is a ,risiting 

scholar in two South African universities. 

"I guess you could say that n1y academic career has 

been one of self-actualization railier than being a 
step-by-step career person," he said. "I do what I 

think is right to do, where I can be helpful. And 
God has taken care of me mean\>vhile, in every 

place I've been." 

Q , Q 

• 

Fresno State Alumni ~ 
Stories celebrating Bulldog alumni. 

More from Fresno State Alumni 

Alum starts business in 
Downtown Fresno, serves small 
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Alum partners with Dow 
AgroSciences, develops 
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Alumni Association 
Criminology Chapter 

CRIM TALK 
Human Trafficking and The Sex 
Trade: Current Issues and Local 

Trends 
Presented by Curt Chastain, FPD Vice-Intel for the 

Coalition Against Human Trafficking 

Wednesday, February 15th 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Light appetizers and non-alcoholic 
refreshments will be provided 

Download Event Flyer 

Pre-Registration 
$10.00 per adult registrant 

$5.00 per student registrant 

Registration at the Door (space Is limited) 
$15.00 per adult or student) 

North Gym 118 
Fresno State Campus 

Download Campus Map 
Once registration is complete, an email will be sent to 

you with a FREE parking code. 

Contact Information 
Primary Contact 

FSCrimAlum@gmail.com 

Date & Location 
Date: 2/15/2017 

Time: 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

Location: North Gym 118 
North Gym 

Fresno State Campus 
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WELCOME GRADUATES! 

You're on the home stretch! One step closer 
to that celebratory walk across the stage at 
graduation! 

Let's get the party started early! Join us at 
the 14th Annual Grad Fest on March 21st 
from 10am to 7pm and March 22nd from 
9am to 2pm located at the Memorial 
Garden grass area in front of the Kennel 
Bookstore, presented by your Fresno State 
Alumni Association . Grad Fest is the official 
kick-off to graduation season so you don't 
want to miss out! 

To help get you there, purchase your official 
2017 Grad Box today! Attend Grad Fest with 
your friends, have some food, and tell us 
where you're going after that glorious walk 
across the stage! 

Order your 2017 Grad Box by March 1 oth 
and be entered to win a graduation frame, 
diploma cover, padfolios, alumni swag and 
more! 

2017 Grad Box includes: 

• Cap, gown & tassel (Master's Degree 
includes hood) 

• Fresno State Alumni Chrome License Plate 
Frame 

• An exclusive "Bulldog For Life" t-shirt 
, One of a Kind Alumni Decal 
, Bulldog For Life Alumni stainless steel water 

bottle 
, Official Alumni Paw Pin 

Why You Should Attend: 

, Celebrate the Graduation Season with your 
friends! 

• Get fitted for your cap and gown 
, Get to know your Alumni Association 
, Get information from your 

college/department graduation coord inator 
, Enjoy good photo and fun photo ops! 
, Save on Graduation party rentals, photos, 

flowers, food and more! 

Questions regarding Grad Fest or 
purchasing a 2017 Grad Box? 

Please contact Blair Smittcamp, Program 
Coord inator 

559.278.1651 bsmittcamR@csufresno.edu 

Stay connected and get the most up to date information on 
all things graduation! 

Follow us! 

Quick Links 

Fresno State Alumni 
Association 

2625 East Matoian Way SH124 

Fresno. CA 9374-0-8000 

P 559.278.ALUM 
F 559.278.6790 
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LCOE 13th Annual Alumni Chapter 
Golf Tournament 

REGISTER NOW! 

Alumni Association 
Lyles College of Engineering Chapter 

Proceeds benefit Lyles College of Engineering 
student scholarships and the Lyles College of 

Engineering Alumni Chapter Scholarship Fund. 

Monday, April 10th, 2017 
Sunnyside Country Club 

10:30 am: Check-in 
12:00 pm: Shotgun Start (Lunch Provided) 

"19th Hole" Awards Ceremony overlooking the 
beautiful grounds after play has completed 

Tournament Fees 
$120 - individual registration 

$480 - group of four 

Download the Tournament Flier 

Contact Information 
Primary Contact 

Francisco V. Magos 
francisco@salem.net 

Date & Location 
Date: 4/10/2017 

Time: 10:30 AM to 6:00 PM 

Location: Sunnyside Country Club 
5704 E. Butler Ave. 
Fresno, CA 93727 



Rainbow Mega Mixer 

Registration 

Alumni Association 
Rainbow Alumni and Allies Club 
Join the Rainbow Alumni and 

Allies Club for a Rainbow Mega 
Mixer! 

Celebrate Fresno Rainbow Pride Weekend in the 
Tower District. Enjoy complimentary appetizers. 

No host beverages available. 

Friday, June 2nd 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Free to attend! 

Co-presented by the Professional Men's Mixer and 
Fresno State's United Student Pride. 

Contact Information 
Primary Contacts 

Josh Liggett 
liggett.joshua@gmail.com 

Walter Malsburry 
walman60@gmail.com 

Date & Location 
Date: 6/2/2017 

Time: 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

Location: Veni Vidi Vici 
1116 N. Fulton St. 
Fresno, CA 93728 
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