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TRPE ONE 

JOSE UILLR - ORRL HISTORY' 

Question: What is your name? 

Jose: Jose Uilla 

Question: Do you haue any aliases or RKs? 

Jose: When I first came to San Jose, I was known as Joseph 

De?? and I om known os Jose Uillo around here. But I wos 

baptised originally by my parents os Jose ?? Uilla in ?? , New 

MeHico in 1931. 

Question: Rnd your present aadr:ess? 

Jose: My present address is 

Question: Your year of birth?; 

Jose: May 29, 1931 

Question: Rnd your birthplace_? 
• 

Jose: Colis, New MeHico??? 

...,. 
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Question: Rnd your modtal status? 

Jose: Married, one wife and eight children. 

Question: Houe you hod any preuious marriages? 

Jose: No. 

Question: What year were you married? 

Jose: 1955, September 1D, 1955 

Question: How many years did you liue in the house where you 

were born? 

Jose: I liued there from the time I was born and I was born in 

the house ot 115 Jones in Clouis, New MeHico. Rnd I Hued there 
• 

from the time I was born until I was about eight years old and I 

left for one year. 

Question: Where did you go? 

. Jose: I left for one year with my brother John. He was on older 

brother that took me to College with him when I was eight years 

old because I was o sickly boy and we were o large family. 
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There were 15 of us. I was number 12 in a family of 15 and all 

we had at home was beans and tortillas. And we were so poor 

that sometimes we couldn't afford a nickel's worth of salt to put 

in the beans. So my brother took me because I was sickly and 

he wanted to feed me uegetables and fruits and other more 

nourishing and more balanced diet, kind of things and he did. 

Question: How was he able to do that, going to school himself? 

Jose: Well, he had some loans and he was on the G.I. Bill and at 

that time, the G.I. Bill went a lot further then they do these 

days. 

Question: And did you moue anywhere after that? I liued back 

at my house until my mother died. When my mother died on 

March 6, 1945 and I was thirteen years old and so when my 

mother died, a young Francisian missionary priest helped me into 

the idea of studying for the priesthood. And so my father gave 

permission for me to go and I went to study with the German 

Fransician priests in Cincinnati, Ohio for three years. It's a minor 

preparatory seminary. 

Question: How old were you when this happened? 

Answer: Thirteen. 
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Question: So, whot impoct did thot moue houe on your fomily? 

It hod a tremendous impact.on me. Because here I was o young 

MeHicon boy, not euer houing gone anywhere by myself, ond for 

the first time in my life, I go ocross the country in o troin. Rnd 

I'd neuer been in o troin anytime before. I go to Chicago, chonge 

troins there ond go to Cincinnati, Ohio. It wos o hell of on 

eHperience; it wos on odyssey. Like on odyssey. Here I wos 

from a MeHicon home thot spoke only Spanish ond oll of a 

sudden I find myself somewhere where people spoke mostly 

Germon. Rnd the food there wos not beons, tortillas ond chili. It 

wos sauerkraut, ond ????? ond applesauce. So that wo~ a hell 

of o cultural chonge. 

Question: How did your fomily feel obout it? 

Jose: I think they felt good. It's on honor to.. for the family if 

you haue someone study for the priesthood. Rnd I come from o 

family thot wos pretty religious. 
' 

Question: You mentioned you had 15 brothers ond sisters. Con 

~ou tell me their nomes? 
' 

Jose: Not oll 15, the ones thot ore liuing. 10 of us ore liuing. 

Couse the ones thot died, eHcept for boby of the fomily, ??? 

died. I con remember her death. I haue o picture of her. Rnd, 

but, the other ones were older ond died probably during or 

https://impact.on
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either childbirth deaths or they were three... it's my 

understanding that three of my brothers and sisters died during 

the great -influenza of the 1920s, 30s._ There was a huge 

epidemic and seueral of them died at the same time from that 

epidemic. The ones that are liuing ???? is the oldest, and there 
' 

is Jesus, and ???? and Jesus were brought ouer by my parents 

when they came from MeHico in 1916 and my father brought all 

of his family from MeHico in 1916. His family at that time 

consisted of my mother, my two oldest brothers, ???? and 

Jesus and my two grandparents. A widowed sister that he 

brought with him with two children and a brother. He just 

brought his whole family at that time. My grandfather, Antonio 
' . 

died on the trip up north here in Sterling, TeHas and he died of 

dysentery. So, I guess what I am saying is that my father came 

to this country to escape, to find work, but, to escape the 

MeHican Reuolution because it was in full process then. Pancho 

Uilla was stopping the trains ~n the border and stopped the train 

my father was in. But, it goes back to that time when MeHican 

people were coming up here to find security for their families. 

My widowed aunt, his sister that he brought, her husband got 

killed in the Reuolution and my father had ·been inuolued 

somehow with the Reuolution. So, he decided to bring .his whole 

family. So, ??? and Jesus, who came from MeHico were born in 

MeHico, then, followed by Juan, John, that took me off to 

College with him later on. And my sister, Ramona, my brother 

777Antonio, my sister Beneta??,· myself, ... Miquel?? and MaH. 
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I don't think I missed anyone, but that's the ten of us that ore 

liuing. 

Question: That sounds like quite o houseful. What do they do for 

o liuing? 

Jose: Well, my three oldest one ore now retired. Fiue of the ten 

retired. That's ???, Jesus, Juan, Antonio, and Romona. Then my 

sister Beneto's?? husband is retired. They liue in TeHos, but, she 

still works, cleaning houses and getting jobs. 

Question: Is that what most Qf them get, or do? 

Jose: No, ???? was a baker by trade. He owned his own 

bakery. He went bankrupt three times but he kept coming back 

and establishing his business. Rnd Jesus always worked for the 

railroad. He was o machinist and he retired as a machinist from 

the railroad. Santa Clara Railroad, ?? Carlsbad, New MeHico. 

My brother Antonio retired in Albuquerque, N.M.?? Rnd then my
: 

brother Juan retired os o schoolteacher. He was my role model. 

????? _children that got o high schlool diploma -and a college 

degree and then, Ramona married a career Rir Force guy. They 

retired in Albuquerque, New MeHico. Antonio is retired in Clouis, 

New MeHico and then Gilbert, my brother Gilbert was o trucker. 

He droue these mouing trucks, Mayflower Trucks across country. 

J._ 0 He got hurt so he became disabled and my sister Beneta is still 
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working off and on and the rest of us ore still working. My 

younger brothers that ore working.... Beneto as I said, cleans 

houses; she doesn't really houe to do it. ~ecouse her husband is 

retired from the state emplo!Jee. Bnd then my brother Michael 

hos worked for many years since he got out of the llir J.orce for 

Boeing BirCroft in Seattle, Washington. Bnd the baby brother of 

the family is MoH; he's working as a land assessor at the 

assessment office in ??? County. He's done uery well. 

Question: So what was your relationships with your brothers 

and sisters? Well, they hod all married and gone off by the time 

that the three of us, or the three of us left ofter my Mom died. 

_. Bnd I went of to the Seminary. Three of us went into the 

military; I went into the Bir Force later on. My brother, Michael, 

was a paratrooper and my brother MoH was also in the Bir Force. 

So the three of us in the 1950s went into the seruice. Three of 

my older brothers were also in the se~uice during World War 11. 

BIi of them on octiue duty. So eight brothers, the two that come 

from MeHico didn't get into the seruice because they didn't get 
I 

their citizenship until much 
I 

later, but the siH of us that were 

born citizens oil serued in the Military.; 

Question: Bnd you mentioned your brother, John, hail the 

highest educational degree. 

.. 
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Jose: He was the first one to get o high school diploma and he 

was o uiolinist. So, he was o music teacher. He become o music 

teacher. also. You hod asked o question about how did I get 

along with my brothers and sisters and my older brothers and 

sisters, pretty much were married and gone when my Mom died. 

They all married young and hod their own families. 

Question: What was young? 

Jose: They all married at probably age 16 and 17. That's young. 

Question: Bock then it was the norm? 

Jose: Probably, they all married young. Especially in large 

families wonting to get out. Ouercrowded, things like that. But 

we all got along real fine. You asked about how did we get 

along? We were o happy family. By that I mean, although we 

hod our little disagreements, euerybody sings and euerybody 

,laughs and we all hod o good time when we all come together, 

basically. Rnd anything that come out in terms of disagreements 

was pretty much token of inside the home. But, my parents 

were I think uery good disciplinarians. So we all grew up.with 

the full notion of respect for each other. Not really getting 

angry; we didn't... Today, people question each other in loud 

uoices and euerything, but, we didn't houe that. We couldn't 

speak at the table. My mother was o uery strong disciplinarian. 
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There were many of us that.. ,. keep the lid on the roof. Rt the 

table we were all quiet. Uery quiet, my mother took us all to 

Church. We all obserued all Holy Days; she used to pray the 

Rosary euery night. Rny my brothers were ??? Rnd my Father, 

although my Father went to Church probably on the big Holy 

Days, Christmas and Easter. He didn't go most of the time. But, 

he always insisted that we go with our Mother. 

Question: Why do you feel that was so for him? 

Jose: I asked him that once. Rnd he said, ... his answer to me 

was that "Life was Religion". Rnd he felt, he was uery Indion in 

• his way. He was uery brief in his eHplanations. He was uery 

much in the Indian culture, respectful of the enuironment and 

that's what he said. (Spanish) You don't houe to go to Church 

to pray to God; we hod to go to Church because that's what my 

Mother wonted. We had to respect our Mother. But, he was 

trying to tell us respect what I belieue in, stay close to Mother 

Nature, respect euerything that liues. He would tell us neuer 

toke oil the fruit off the ???.. 

Question: That's interesting. I houe similar feelings myself.. How 

do you remember your parents? Or ore they still liuing? Is your 

Father still liuing? 

Jose: My Father died in 1958. 
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Question: How do you remember them'? 

Jose: Well, my parents also respected each other a lot. Rnd 

they showed that respect but, strangely enough, they didn't 

demonstrate it physically. 

Question: In your presence'? 

Jose: Right, they neuer touched hands or kissed, things like 

that. Euen embraced. They were uery proper. But, they were 

uery respectful too, of each other. My mother treated him with 

a great deal of respect in euerything she did. Always asked him 

what his needs were or what he needed to do. Rnd my Father 

would always ask her if she. felt we hod to go shopping for 

groceries. It was always on asking and response kind of thing. 

Neuer, (Spanish) •. They wo~ld always kind of communicate with 

each other questions and answers. In a uery respectful way. 

Question: What did your parents do for a liuing'? 

Jose: My father worked for the railroad. RII the Me1dcons in 

1916 really come to help build the railroads or rebuild them. He 

worked up and down the Santa Fe Lines and they later on he was 

a boiler-maker. Mainly, repairing and clean-up the steam engine 

and boilers. Rnd that's what... eHcept for the times, post-
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\..__/. depression times, they were loyed off ond we were working in 

the TeKos fields pulling cotton ond pulling broom corn ond oll 

thot kind of stuff. We were migrant .workers in o manner of 

speaking, during hord times. My father is o uery hord w·orking 

mon. EKtremely hard-working mon. He olso drank hord ond this 

is ??? (Spanish) That's the time thot I sow him the most 

reloKed. When (Spanish) of MeKico ond I remember some of 

them. (Spanish) os o matter of foct, it was not until I come to 
• I 

Son Jose that I started to toke guitar lessons just to accompany 

myself in singing those old songs. 

Question: How do you remember your Mother? 

Jose: My mother os I soid wos o reol (Spanish). She was in 

charge of the house. Rnd she wos o good cook because she 

moke whot we had go around and taste good. She sang. She was 

a uery religious woman. When my parents came from MeKico 

neither of them euery went to school a day in their liues. 

Neither of them euer learned English, but, my Mother taught 
I 

herself to read ond write (Spanish). Because o lot of my 

Mother's family is still in ~eKico. She had to learn to- write so, 
' 

she could let them know about her family. Rnd ,she learned that 

from the (Spanish) , the old testament, reading it little by little, 

ond understanding l~Uers, understanding words. Rnd she taught 

herself ond she used to practice reading from the Old Testament 
i 
,__ and.those were the Fairy Toles we hod. Instead of Fairy Toles, o 
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book, reading; she used to practice reading to us from the Old 

Testament and so, at a uery early age contrary to what a lot of 

people say in my family's case that Catholics don't read the 

Bible; I can tell you stories about the Bible, just from listening to 

her. So she was uery deeply religious. She was uery committed 

to all of us, taking care o,f us indiuidually and because 

remember when I would get sick, my fauorite treat when 

would get better was (Spanish). Ranch style ?? and she would 

cook me that. When any of us were not feeling good, she always 

seemed to know what to do that was just us. Rs an indiuidual. 

She had a tremendous impact on me; she was a uery tender, 

gentile lady, uery sensitiue. EHtremely sens_itiue who would 

• cater to our indiuidual needs euen though it was-a huge family. 

I became uery attached to her. When she died, I was thirteen 

which is a uery crucial stage in ones deuelopment. I had not 

really emancipated myself from her, so that was something that 

I think stuck with me all my life, until just about three years 

ago. I had neuer mourned my mother's death. Something that 

happened because when she died, my father say, (Spanish) so, 
I 

I didn't cry and that stayed with me all the time. I neuer really 

mourned my mother's death and I didn't do that until three ye~rs
! 

ago when I wrote- a song and a· poem about my mother and I 

started to read it. It tells Y'1U a lot about my relationship with 

my mother. 

.. 
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Question: That sounds interesting. Rfter your mother's death, 

who looked after the children'? 

Jose: Well, it was just my two younger brothers and my father 

was then disabled and ... no, he wasn't disabled yet. My two 

younger brothers, ... I was thirteen that means that my brother 

Michael was eleuen and my brother MaH was nine. Two years 

between us. They were at home for. awhile with my sister, 

Beneta who was older than I. Rnd had looked after them and 

then she got married about a year after I went off to the 

Seminary. It was my sister that looked after them and then my 

father did. They looked after each other; they_ learned to cook; 

• all of learned to cook. Rnd looked out for ourselues and take 

care o.f ourselues. It was basically my father that looked after 

us, after my sister left. 

Question: Where did you and your brothers go to elementary 

school'? 

Jose: I mentioned a went a ,year of school with my brother; it 

was a public school in Las Uegas'?'?, New MeHico. Other ~han 

that, when I returned Las Uegas'?'?, I went· one- ,year to 

elementary school in the public school in Clouis, but, after that 

both my brothers and I all went to the Catholic school. 

Guadalupe School in '?'?'? Parish in Clouis, New MeHico. Rnd then 

after I returned from the Seminary, then went on and finished 
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ot Sacred Heart High School which is o Catholic school in Clouis. 

Rnd so did I finish there ofter I. left the Seminary ond come 

home. 

Question: Why did you leoue the Seminary? 

Jose: I left the Seminary because my Father become disabled; 

he wos hurt in on occident ond I felt 

Question: Rt work? 

Jose: Rt work ond I felt thot I hod to come home ond help look 

ofter him ond my brothers too. So, I ??? high school ot the 

Seminary. When I left, I wos oge thirteen ond I wos in the 

seuenth grade. So I really went three years, seuenth, eighth, 

ninth ond tenth, so when I come home I finished the eleuenth 

ond twelueth grades. Thot wos o Sacred Heart High School olso. 

Question: Wos thot o public or priuote school? 
I 

Jose: Priuote. sabred Heart wos o Catholic school. 
I 

Question: How were you finonciolly oble to attend? 

Jose: When. I went to the Seminary, I got enough studies, 

because it is o uery highly regimented school. Highly disciplined, 
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high regimented. I learned German; I learned my prayer-s in 

German. I learned Latin. I lear;ned Shakespear-e in English. R lot 

of things that uery, uery aduanced teaching and tr-aining in 

Seminaries. So I was ahead of all the other kids when I got 

back. So I didn't haue to take as many classes and I spent my 

Junior and Senior years working half days at a paint and body 

shop and-all days Saturdays as a way of bringing a little money 

into the family. So, that's how I finished high school. UJor-king 

half time and going to school half time. 

Question: Did your- other broth,ers and sisters? 

• Jose: They just kept working at their own thing. They were gone 

and hauing families. 

Question: Rnd who financed your brother John's education to 

college. 

Jose: It was ~he 6.1. Bill. Mostly. My mother- helped out a little 

bit. My paren,ts helped out a little bit. Rnd John worked his way 
' 

through college. 

Question: Doing what kind of jobs? 

Jose: Euerything fr-om dishwasher to playing with a little band. 
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Question: Were you euer in the Military? 

Jose: Yes, after I graduated from high school, I went into the 

Rir Force in December, 1950. I was there until December, 1954. 

Question: Why did you go into the Military or that particular 

branch. 

Jose: It seemed like euerybody was going into the Military. 

Because either you were being inducted into the Rrmy or you 

uolunteered for one of the other branches of the Seruice. So, my 

buddies and euerybody I wen,t to school with was uolunteering 

• for the Rir Force or the Nauy or the Marines. Rnything but the 

Rrmy. Nobody wanted to be a foot soldier. Rnd then that was 

when the Korean War was on and things were pretty tough for 

anybody in the Rrmy. So I uolimteered for the Rir Force. 

Question: What.. did this haue an impact upon your further 

education? 

' I
Jose: Well, in the Rir Force, I signed up and ipas sent to San 

Rntonio, TeHas and we were ,tested to see where our skills lay 

and this and that. Rnd for awhile, I was going to be in a band 

because when I was in the Seminary, I learned to play the 

trumpet and the French Horn. Then I had studied uiolin under my... brother and I kind of had soi:ne musical interests but, I decided 
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that I didn't like what was happening with ??? playing in a band • 

in the Rir Force. So, I looked around and decided that for my 

tests, I could be an instructor because I was a pretty good 

typist. So I wound up teaching in Cheyenne, Wyoming in their 

clerical school, preparing clerks to work in wing headquarters 

and things. Teaching typing, joint ??? message forms and filing 

and things like that. 

Question: Where did you get that training from? From high 

school? 

Jose: I learned to type in high school, seminary, both. 

Question: Did you take specific courses·for that. 

Jose: Yes, I took typing. I was a pretty good typist, still am. 

Question: I don't doubt that. 

How did your military seruice effect your family life or your life 
I 

with the family? 

Jose: I was by myself, MaH and Mike were still at home with my 

Dad and I was sending home some money, I figured that wages 

weren't really good there,. but neither was pay in ·the Rir Force, 

but, it was steadier and it prouided a roof ouer your head and all 

that sort of thing, clothing, etc. So, I was able to send home a 
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little bit of money and help• them out and well, in some ways 

more than when I was wo~king ot home. Because they paid 

uery low, low wages there to. do point and body work. 

Question: What were low wages? 

Jose: Something like anywhere from .75 to 1.00 on hour. Rnd ot 

that time for semi-skilled worker it wasn't enough. 

Question: So did the military 
' 
houe any effect on your leadership
' 

ability? 

\._ Jose: Yes, maybe because I become on instructor I was in 

charge of classes. Rnd so I become o pretty good instructor. 

Question: What thoughts ran through your mind to become on 

instructor? 

Jose: Well, I liked teaching. I hod my brother's 1111 ot age
: 

eight that he was studying· to be o teacher. was around 
' I

tef1cher's. liked reading, I liked studying. I went to the 

Seminary. was eHposed1 to the whole world of reading,· 

studying and teachers. Rnd I think that I just picked up on 
. I 

teachers being important people because they are in charge of 

others or helping others to ;1eorn. Rnd that whole notion just 

struck me uery positiuely. Something I kind of grouitoted to and 
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thought it would be nice to be o teacher, too. I kind of thought 

????? I ron classes. I wos good ot it because I went from 

being a ·buck priuote from the time I signed up to being o 

Sargent in less thon o yeor. Eleuen months os o motter of foct. 

I got uery high ratings. I wos roted uery. high os o teacher. 

Question: Being thot it wos o military ond giuen the times, do 

you feel thot .being MeHicon hod ony effect? 

Jose: Well, it moy or moy not houe. I think for instance, when I 

first joined up one of the Sargent's there. They were looking for 

people to represent the bose in the Golden _Gloues ond they 

wonted me to do it. His stereotype wos that MeHicons probably 

moke good fighters. I soy, No, be_couse I neuer thought obout 

being a boHer. So, thot wos obout one of the fel,i, occasions of 

some kind of stereotype or moybe discriminatory tendencies. 

Rnd sometimes people soid, t,hey noticed on occent. I think we 

oll feel defensiue obout being different; I wos the only Chicano 

teacher. 

Question: Thot's the point I wos trying to get to. 

Jose: But, I think thot the Seminary training helped me get ouer 

my defenseness in being MeHicon or whoteuer. Because I think 

it wos at the Seminary thot I learned to be uery ossertiue, os o 

matter of foct. In the religious sense, you leorn how to occept 
-
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Seminary training and my home training; on the one hand to 

respect others but, on the other hand to be uery secure with 

who you are and what you are. So, I neuer got defensiue about 

people, although I kind of noticed it, I neu.er struck back or 

striked them back. I just said, They don't know any better. 

Most people are either ignorant or they haue been taught the 

wrong things or they don't know better. So I didn't get 

defensiue about it. I learned that I think through my training. 

The question of discrimination in· the military is an interesting 

one because I had eHperienced discrimination as a migrant 

worker. TeHas farmers, white farmers always treated us as real 

• pee-ons hired hands, chicken coops and not giuing us euen 

water, and things like that. I ,had an idea of what discrimination 

was and I felt some of it. But, in the Military, I didn't feel it as 

much because I was pretty much only guy. Euerywhere I went, I 

seemed to wind up being the only Chicano. Rnd I think people 

are not threatened by the numbers or whateuer. Besides, I was 

educator or they didn't feel.... possibly..... I don't know, possibly
I 

did not feel threatened by me. Rnd the other thing was that I 

worked uery hard at being ue~y, not only a top Chicano, I was 

top in the classes. I had... I commanded a lot of respect. Rnd I 

worked uery hard to eHcel. Rnd I was and I think my personality 

was the kind that was easy-going and relate to other people and 

form friendships easily. When something came up about.. I 

discriminatory, once in awhile, it did, my friends took care of it. 
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Question: Which friends ore you referring to? 

Jose: Mostly gringo friends, some block friends ond there wos 

discriminotion thot wos... but, it wos mostly ogoinst blocks. It 

wos not agoinst me. It wos diuerted awoy from me becouse I 

wos on only one. Not o.. I didn't see other Chiconos oround me 

so, I couldn't tell how other people were being treoted. 

Question: So whot happened ofter the Military? 

Jose: You osked o question obout the military thot hod to do 

with leadership. One of the things thot happened-to me in Koreo 

when I went ouerseas to ·Koreo. In 1951, ot first, I was 

stationed with o unit thot wos based in Koreo, the 136 Fighter 

Bomber Wing ond it wos bosed in Koreo but, tempororily 

detoched in Jopon. So, the first four months of my ouerseos 

tour of.duty wos in Jopon. Because, olso the North Koreons hod 

pushed our troops out, out in So. Korean to 777. Rnd, including 
! 

our base was threotened. So, then when our troops pushed 

them bock up to the 38th porollel. I wos in chorge of mouinglthe
' 

whole wing heodquorters bock to Koreo ond 1. wos the ·Chief 

Clerk of the Combat Unit He'odquorters ond I wos pretty much 

like the Radar O'Reilly in MRSH Unit. The Clerk runs the whole 

unit. I was literally running the whole unit. Of the Combat Wing 

Headquarters. I wos the agitent77 to the Commanding Officer, 
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octuolly hod me sit down ond forge his nome ond I could euen... 

I wrote his nome on oll blonk orders, speciol orders, you nome it. 

So I literolly ron the Combot Unit Heodquorters for them. Thot 

tells you something. If I'm running something, I'm moking sure 

thot euerything is working right. I olso got the Commendotion 

Ribbon for thot. From the Secretory of the Rir Force. I wos in 

chorge olso of cosuolty repor~ing. I hod to report to the neHt of 

kin when o pilot got shot down or killed or wos missing. I would 

droft letters for signoture for the Commending Officer. I got the 

Commendotion Ribbon for my.... becouse I wos doing the work of 

Lt. I wos o Stoff Sergent by thot time tind becouse I wos doing 

two jobs. Cosuolty Reporting ond being Chief Clerk ... I got the 

.• Commendotion Ribbon. I guess thot's to let you know thot I wos 

recognized I eHerted while I wos ouerseos. 

Question: So you felt by doing thot job or those kinds of jobs... 

Jose: l'ue olwoys been o self-storter ond I don't woit for people 

to tell me whot to do. I do things. 
I 

Question: Tok~ the initiotiue? 
I , 

Jose: I toke ouer. 

Question: Nothing wrong with thot. So why did you leoue the 

.. Militory? 
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Jose: I felt that I hod other things to do. Such as raising a 

family. I didn't think the Military was the place to do that. Riso, 

when I hod gotten bock from the Seminary and finished High 

School in Clouis, I met my wife and fell in loue with her and 

when I left for the Rir Force, she went to College for four years. 

?? -Women's College; Rnd when I come bock from the Rir Force, I 

goue her a ring and got engaged and we got married in 1950. 

got discharged from the Rir Force in December, 1954. So 

married my high school sweetheart. We hod known each other 

for seuen years. 

Question: So what happened ofter, besides getting married what 

were you doing ofter that? 

Jose: Well, I looked around for a job. Rnd there's on Rir Bose in 

Clouis, New MeHico. ?? Rir Force Bose. Rnd I could of hod a job 

being a clerk-typist there. Because I'd done all that. But I 
' 

decided it wasn't eHciting enough. I didn't wont to be a Clerk-
! 

Typist au my life, Rnd so, I applied for a job with the... there 

was a notional training program for office managers in the 

Rgriculturol Stobilizotion Conseruotion offices. RCSC offices. 

Dept of .Rgriculture. There was o notionol troining program for 

office monogers. So I got into thot program ond got ossigned to 
J' ,. Corlsbod, New MeHico. Rnd worked ot thot for obout siH months, 
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\_,. then got transferred to Louington, New MeHico and worked 

there a couple of months then they sto_pped the training 

program. They ran out of funds. So that program came to an 

end. Rnd I looked around for a job. Especially a job as manager 

of an RCSC office in Portales, New MeHico but that's mostly 

TeHans and they didn't want to hire a MeHican and I was told 

that they won't hire a MeHican and they did not. I was told not 

to euen bother applying. I did, I was interuiewed. Didn't get the 

job. But, strangely enough, there was a job opening in 

Louington, New MeHico. Of course, I had worked with farmers. 

Because as manager-trainee, what we did a lot of was, measure 

cotton lands, check on grain' bins and check on allocations and 

plot what was being raised in certain farming areas, like grains 

or cotton, because there's a lot of farm subsidies that we really 

were enforcing. Rnd that farmers and others stayed to their 

subsidies. Allocations and things like that. So, I got acquainted 

with farmers and again they were TeHas farmers because 

Louington was just close to the TeHas border. So that when they 

heard that I did not haue ,a job with th,e RCSC office, they 

offered me a job with the Farm Bureau. They offered me a job 

because they needed someone that spoke Spanish to contract ?? 

Because the La ??? Program was then in force and so I became 

manager of the Lee County Farm and Liuestock Bureau in 1955, 

ri.ght at the time, I got married. Rnd starting running their 

office, a lot of it was lobbying with the State and National 
·"-~ I 

.....i, people for farm prices and things like that, but a lot of it was 
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also contacting ??? in El Paso, New MeHico. So for two years, I 

worked ot that, but, then the1 job wos good .really mostly for the 

horuesting season. And I didn't houe much to .do the rest of the 

year. So my wife who already hod o college degree asked if I 

didn't wont to maybe ·try to go to college, too. I hod o cousin ot 

the Uniuersity of New MeHico, that liked being o student ond told 

me why don't you come study? So, I decided I would toke the 

winter period, which is like our spring break here, to go to 

school. Rt the Uniu.. of New MeHico ond because liked 

languages, I hod studied Germon ond Latin ond knew Spanish 

already, English. I wonted to be in the Foreign Seruice so, I 

majored in. Intro-American Affairs end went in the Winter 

Quarter, Winter Semesters to the Uniu of New. MeHico ond I 

worked during the summers ond Foll for the Farm ond Liuestock 

Bureau. That started my college career. On my 61 Bill. 

Jose: I guess I didn't mind contacting ??? because they were 

my people. I sow in them, my father, my mother, my little 

brothers. They were uery herd-working, but, of course, I also 
I 

knew about the ???? of 72?? which prouided for the 

conditions under which they were! to work end I hod heard some 

stories about eHploitetion. 1. felt protectiue .. I felt I c.ould help 

them. In that job ond because I wos in charge. 

Question: Protect them how? By just, 
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• Jose: Protect them in the sense thot, moke them owore of their 

rights. Moke them owore of their controct under which they 

come becouse o lot of them couldn't reod. Or write. My porents 

couldn't reod or write originolly. So I sow myself os their 

interpreter, or interpreter of whot thot controct soid to protect 

their rights. To insure their working conditions. Were proper, 

etc. Their were o lot of uiolotions of the rules ond we hod Dept 

of Lobar representotiue, field representotiue, former secretory 

to Senotor Cutting of New MeHico. En ????? he enforced thot 

controct there. He needed my help to do thot too. So, the woy 

this come out one time· for instonce is thot o big group of ?? 

formers come in to comploin thot o big group of ??? didn't wont 

• to work. Rnd they wonted them shipped bock to MeHico. Thot 

wos o big threot, I'll send you bock home if you don'.t work. Rnd 

of course, our people were uery poor ond they olwoys suffered 

tremendous things in order to keep their work. So I went out 

there to inuestigote. Rnd whot hoppened, ond whot they 

comploined obout is thot the cotton ??? were still uery green. 

In order, to pick the cotton, you houe to pull the cotton out of 

the cotton boll. Rnd if it's still green, it will teor up your fingers 

ond thot's whot they were comploining obout. Thot their fingers 

were getting torn up by the burrs. In the cotton. Rnd 1- knew 

thot the controct soid, thot if the cotton wos not reody to be 

picked, they should not be forced to pick it. Rnd I eHploined thot 

to them in Sponish, right under the formers nose. Whot come 

out of this wos thot I told them, thot they hod the right, not to 
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I__ _' pick the cotton and they said well, he threatening to send us 
;:;-: 

bock to MeHico, if we don't do this. Well, we still houe that right 

and ore protected by that contract and he said, Yeo, but you're 

.not responsible for ???? stays there. Just stay here until I go 

get the ??? legal representotiue, I'll houe him come and eHploin 

it to the former. But, I organized what was o protest, sit-down 

strike. Right under the nose of the former. Rnd that how _I felt I 

was being protected. Rnd that's on illustration of how I did turn 

out to be protected. The former wonted me hired because I 

didn't ship this home, but, the U.S. Labor Representotiue told that 

farmer if he tried to get back to me or to those people, that he 

would cut off his contracts completely and cut off any ???? 

equipment broke down. So it got into a big... that kind of stuff 

that neuer gets reported and that happens. That won't of 

happened if there hadn't been a MeHicano rep to protect the 

Chicanos although I ???? working for the farmers, I went by 

what was a legally binding contract. Rnd I think that that was 

my first real eHposure to a lot of the eHploitatiue or negatiue 

elements that the ??? Program, but, at least I carried out one 

part of it. Rnd I haue.... a_nd the people liked me and they 

appreciated my being there. Rnd they showed that they tried ~o 

giue me gifts and other things. (Spanish)......used to call me 

(Spanish). Because I did treat them decently. 
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\..., Question: Looking back now in retrospect, do you feel that the 

whole program itself was euploitatiue? Did you feel that at the 

time? 

Jose: I didn't haue that knowledge. I didn't understand 

International Politics at the time. I didn't understand 

euploitatiu.e cheap labor for the benefit of the rich farmers. 

didn't understand all those macroeconomic problems. I just 

knew things weren't quite right. Rnd although I wasn't a lawyer. 

I wasn't trained yet. To understand contracts. I felt I could do 

what was right. With the people right there. Where it was 

happening. 

Question: You mentioned after this job, that you pursued your 

education. 

Jose: I starteq going to the Uniu. of New Meuico during the off 

season. So I had this job for two years. But, then I started my 

Graduate Degree Program in January or February of 1955, 
I 

wheneuer the semester started. Which was January, February, 

Rpril and part 6if May. Pretty much acting as 111 . Towards the 
' , 

end of January to almost May. There was time when I was not 

needed ouer there at the Farm Bureau and I started my 

undergraduate work on a B.R. on the 6.1. Bill and we also started 

hauing family. 

I 
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',~,1 Question: Rt the Uniu. of New MeHico, Albuquerque? 

Jose: Right. I storted there ond ofter I went there the second 

time. I decided to stoy there ond ??? . I got turned on to the 

whole ideo of studying ond olthough we hod children, we bought 

o troiler house. We hod o troiler house when we. moued to 

Albuquerque. I went to school full-time ond went to work full­

time too. Becouse we hod storted fomily olreody. We hod kids. 

Question: Rfter... whot degree wos thot? 

Jose: It wos o Bochelor's Degree in lntro-Rme_ricon Rffoirs. RII 

the time I went to the Uniuersity, I worked ot -the recreation 

centers, for the state parks recreation department. , , Rnd I had 

some uery interesting eHperiences because I was... I became the 

Director of the Eost San Jose Community Center in Albuquerque, 

New MeHico. lRnd I work most of the ??? and with ?? 

Question: How was that possible from New MeHico to San Jose? 
I 

Jose: Well, puer there, there was a section of Albuquerque 

called the San Jose. There wos a West San Jose. One side .of the 

street and there wos on Eost San Jose on the other side of 

Williams Street Road where the Center was. So we were East 

San Jose part of what was known.... cause it wos o San Jose 
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\_) Church. Rnd there was a ???? Things are diuided into East, 

Northeast, South, Southwest, ... 

Question: There was no connection to San Jose, California? 

Jose: No, none at all. 

Question: I thought there was some connection. 

Jose: I didn't euen know about San Jose, California. But, I said 

-it, because it's strange that I worked at the East San Jose 

Community Center. That wa~ the name of the_ Center. Worked 

with mostly MeHican people. 

Question: Rnd, where.did you do your Graduate work at? 

Jose: I started doing some Graduate work there because I had 

some time from the 6.1. Bill. But, I didn't go and get my Master's 

Degree in Social Work until 1966. Rt Arizona State Uniuersity and 
I 

that was after I had left Albuquerque and went to Yuma, Arizona 
j 

to work as a Superuisor of Recreation for th~ City of Yuma. For 
I 

three years. 

Question: Rnd where did you get your Doctorate Degree? 

Jose: I do not haue a Doctorate. 
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Question: You don't? 

Jose: I haue a second Master's degree. In Educational 

Rdministration. I got that degree here at San Jose state. 

Question: What were you doing in the early 60s7 

Jose: I was superuising .... I finished my schooling at 777 in 

1960; and left Yuma, Rrizona in 1961. 

Question: 777 

Jose: I was looking for a job. We had four children. When I 

started at U.N.M. we had no kids when I graduated we had four 

kids. I needed a job that paid money and so we moued to Yuma, 

Rrizona. That's where there ·was a job in that region. I'd been 

working in Recreation a long time. So, Yuma, Rrizona offered 

me a job. 

I
Question: So, you moued there? So how long were you there?I -

Jose: Three years. From 1961 to 1964. 

Question: What happened in 19647 
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Jose: Went to PhoeniH, Rrizona. Better paying job. 

Question: You moued for better employment? 

Jose: Yea 

Question: OK. Rt that time, what were the things you were 

learning? 

-Jose: The things that was happening in '64 were the pouerty 

programs. The start-up of the pouerty programs. I was hired in 

PhoeniH, Rrizona through the Community Coun_cil that hooks up 

• with the Social Planning?? Council of United· Way to help 

organize pouerty programs in PhoeniH and I was hired because 

in Recreation I had worked a lot with youth and I was_·hired as a 

youth deuelopment coordinator. To work with youth ??? 

:organizations to plan and organize programs and seruices for 

youth. Mostly in recreation ???? but, it got into edu_cation and 

other areas, employment, etc. Rnd, that intrigued me because 
I • 

we worked with the power structure of PhoeniH and the 

!community council and the city's leadership ·and I got into 
' 
deueloping programs and seruices in all elements of the pouerty 

program, law clinics, child care centers, multiseruice centers, 

etc. 

-e Question: Ole, what were you doing in 1965? 
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Jose: That's when I started working in PhoeniH. Organizing 

programs and seruices. Writing portfolios to get... the big 

program that I organized right off the bat because of my 

interest in youth and youth programs and seruices was the 

Neighborhood Youth Corps. The Neighborhood Youth Corps was ft 

program to employ a lot of youth that were either in school or 

out of school and try to help them get them back into school. It 

was a large program. 

Question: So your main concerns, you would say at the time 

were education? 

Jose: Field seruices, education, organizing the poor. 

Question: Organizing the poor in terms of what? 

Jose: Rt that time, the pouerty program for the poor? And the 

poor haue to be organized to deuelop some of their own 

priorities and define their own needs and it was basically an 

organizing job. We organized neighborhood counselors from 

neighbors for people, especially for people to go before the city 

council to state what their needs were regarding anything from 

unemployment to health, to police protection, to educational 

seruices. Euerything. For emp.owerment. 
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Question: For empowerment. Pretty powerful word nowadays. 

Jose: But, that's what it was all about. 

Question: So, were you actiue in any social or political groups? 

During the 60s. 

Jose: I helped organize Chicano programs and seruices too and 

Chicano based organizations. The 6.1. forum ... I helped organize 

the 6.1. forum, MRPR, in PhoeniH, Rrizona. I helped get funds to 

get them through ?? to hire people, to promote programs and 

seruices for Chicanos. I organized the Chicano ~oalition. 

Question: Let's take each one specifically. Can you describe the 

nature of the 6.1. forum? 

Jose: Well, the 6.1. forum had, of course, kids sponsoring, and 

started in TeHas and sponsored??? a little school of 400. Which 

was really the antecedent or the precursor of the Head Start 
I 

programs, the pouerty programs that were funded by the 

Gouernment. Rnd I took a ~reat deal of interest in what was­

happening with Dr. Jorge Sanchez?? and the 6.1. forum in TeHas 

and I thought some of those concepts and some of those . 

programs could be transferred to PhoeniH along with others that 

??? Getting educators and others that had an interest in 

starting our young kids to start to learn, organized the 
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similar to the little school of 400 started in TeHas. And then we 

really focused on the HeadStart program as a way of .bringing a 

lot of our kids into preparation programs before they start-up in 

school. 

Question: And you mentioned, MAPA? 

Jose: MAPA also, MAPA was already organized, but, there wasn't 

an organized group of people that we promoted a lot of the 

political awareness in the community, the Chicano community. 

And so I took an actiue role in leadership, leadership roles in 

organizing the programs and seruices through the Chicano 

,. coalition arid the Chicano coalition really brought together 

Chicanos in uarious leuels of programs and seruices, like 

•educators, health practitioners, small businessmen, etc. that 

were interested in ??? the progress of the Chicano community. 

1111 through some of the students at Arizona State Uniuersity, 

Chicanos for La Casa ?? whith, was kind of a militant group. 

Question: What was the nature of that group? 
I 
! 

Jose: They started originally supporting Cesar Chauez for?? and 

things like that. Organizing marches, protests against growers, 

I marched and I helped organize some of them. R lot of this was 

done on my own time because I was a full-time paid worker by 

the community council and what was coiled the League 
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Organization. Leadership and education for the oduoncement of 

PhoeniH was what the pouerty program was known os. Rnd I 
r 

couldn't organize just Chicanos because I was responsible for 

organizing oil of the poor people, Blocks, poor whites, so my 

time in organizing like the Chicano Coalition, Chicanos for LoCoso 

was pretty much euenings and weekends. Was my time. 

Question: How did you find the time to do this? 

Jose: I worked almost 16 - 1_B hours o day. Rnd euery Saturday 

and euery Sunday. Rnd I houe articles about some of that stuff. 

Rbout my organizing. 

Question: What were your o~n personal feelings during the 60s, 

early 60s about yourself, the society, how you fit in, didn't fit in. 

Society os o whole, etc. 

Jose: Well, I think that o lot of anger come out and I was uery 

angry about... I got to thinking o lot about.... ofter being 
I 

eHposed to the injustices in society especially against minorities 
I 

and the most especially against Chicanos. I got turned on; to the 

whole idea of working for Chicanos and empowering the 

Chicanos and demonstrating in behalf of Chicanos. So I was 

giuing uent to o lot of sublimated anger. Rt the injustice of ... 

and the discriminatory practice Chicanos hod been putting up 
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L with. Or were forced to put up with. Rnd I hod decided I would 

uent thot onger in orgonizing the Chiconos. 

Question: Could you nome some of those injustices thot you 

sow? 

Jose: People ogoin... the foilure of kids in school... the 

treotment of kids in schools... thot people were comploining 

obout. Especiolly through the neighborhood councils, like when I 

wos orgonizing neighborhood councils ond I would meet with o 

group Chicono porents, MeHicon porents, MeHiconos. (Sponish) 

Here I wos somebody thot uolued longuoge. Rnd olso our fomily 

tought us the bosic uolues of our culture, which we uolued 

longuoge ond we uolued religion, we respected other people. We 

were 11 of respect. We ualued fomily ond whot I wos picking 

up from the people I wos organizing around PhoeniH wos the 

(Sponish) it wos the opposite of whot I hod been tought. Thot 

wos hoppening to them. I wos protected in o woy in the schools 

we went becouse the Sisters thot tought us in the Missionory 
I 

Schools were uery good Sisters. They were not the kind thot 

punished us o lot. They were Lithuonion Sisters which ieHposed 

us to onother culture ond a,nother longuoge from Chicogo ond 

Lithuonion. Rnd octuolly we troded off, they tought us some 

Lithuonion ond I still remember o few words of it. Or us 

teoching them Sponish ond we were using English os o bosic 
' - \

·'-v communicotion to leorn obout eoch other's longuoge ond culture 
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and we were all Catholics and they were not punitiue nuns. 

These were ... I mean I didn't haue that eHperience of being 

punished. What I was saying was that I was used and grew up 

with some respect ???? Rnd then when I saw that the people 

were complaining; they couldn't get work because they couldn't 

speak good English or because they spoke English with an 

accent, it made me angry. It made me angry that that should be 

the case. 

Question: So that was your personal motiuation? 

Jose: I said, this was not right because I had ?? good 

• eHperiences as I told you earlier. Not being put down because I 

always asserted myself and I' seemed to command respect. Rnd 

I didn't understand why people shouldn't be treated that way, 

whether they were being assertiue or not. But just be treated 

with respect. It made me angry because it was against my 

people. It made me angry because it was also against the 

Blacks and 1 knew about th.e Ci11il Rights mouement. I knew 
1 

what was going on in the South, I knew there was a lot of 

racism. Rnd 11 knew it was becoming institutionalized like in the 

schools against kids. Rnd I k~ew somebody had to do something 

about it. I decided to do something. 

Question: How did you know... or when did you first realize that .. it was becoming institutionalized? 
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Jose: Because of the complaints parents were making in the 

neighborhood councils. And because I had seen some of it in 

Albuquerque, too. Organizing programs and seruices for kids, I 

•was already seeing that the people who were poor and 

happened to be Chicano were treated with total disrespect. And 

were being used as a cheap source of labor was the other thing 

that occurred to me. Then there was a lot of ??? among our own 

people. I found out from ??? and I got to thinking, why did we 

b • ??? I already had a degree by this time. I hadneed t o rmg . . . . 

studied History, I had studied this politics. I had studied a lot of 

stuff that had happened in the Southwest, MeHico and Latin-

:,. America. I knew about Reuolutions. I knew why my Father 

brought my family up from MeHico. I knew what he had put up 

with euen though he didn't talk a lot about it. From my older 

brothers and others that started to tell me stories about what 

happened to them when they were out in the fields. I knew 

what the Railroad had done to suppress unionizing efforts by a 

lot of,the MeHic.an people especially. So what all this knowledge 

and then thinking back on it, although I had had good 
I

eHpe~iences. That all this had happened and ??? that's what got 

me, I said, my Father put up with it all. He protected us from a 

lot of this racism. And I could remember, when we were ???? in 

.Te!'las and we went to some little TeHas town and we parked out 

behind the cafe because my Father had to go to the backdoor to 

buy hamburgers or to bu_y food. Because he wasn't allowed in 

https://MeHic.an
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the front door. It didn't occur... ot the time I wos little. Rnd you 

don't think about those things; You just think about sotisfoction 

ond needing, grotificotion. But, you don't think about, why is my 

Father going there through the bockdoor ond being serued by 

the bockdoor. Rnd the other thing too, is thot my Father kept ?? 

is because if started asking questions. Let's soy, (Spanish), so 

we were kept from feeling it directly..My father felt it but, he 

kept us from feeling it. Then I got to thinking, my father used to 

get drunk ond he used to start cursing ot the gringos ond things 

like thot. Then I got to figuring out why. Rnd so oil of this put 

together in me caused me to incorporate oil this eHperience ond 

anger ond to eHpress it in anger. But anger _channeled in for 

• organizing. Towards some sense of.. of bringing about some 

justice. 

Question: Being constructiue,, instead of destructiue. 

llJhot euents ond attitudes led you to Son Jo~e? 

Jose: Well, I think os I wos saying lost t.,ime. I hod become 

inuolued with the ???, the Chicanos for LoCoso, the G.I. Forum, 

ond Operation ??? . Rs o result of helping,J working with other • 

community people ond looking ot the moze of the ??? in 

PhoeniH, I got more ond more inuolued in deueloping programs 

ond seruices ond olso in deueloping o poliUcol bose in PhoeniH. 

So, I hod become pretty much turned to olso whot wos 

happening elsewhere. Especially through Cesar Chauez ond 
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G Lo???. Rnd that come to PhoeniH, boycott, marches and things 

like that, but, also, support rallies and marches and .so I hod 

participated in some of those and also in organizing parents 

euen through my work as the Director or Coordinator of· 

neighborhood organization diuision for the pouerty program. 

got to learn about the problems that Chicano kids, Block kids and 

minorities were houing in downtown PhoeniH and in schools 

throughout the Southwest. So one of the things we did is we 

organized parents, a parents march to go to PhoeniH High School 

and toke the students out and parents and students together 

and march _to City Holl to demand that additional resources be 

giuen to the neighborhoods for recreational programs, for 

schools for tutoring programs, for hiring more Chicano teachers 

and workers in the City, the recreation areas. So, that... we 

organized literally parents to march from Santo Rita Church in 

PhoeniH to PhoeniH High School and toke their kids out of school 

and march on City Holl. I was told that if I allowed that to 

happen, I would be fired from my job and the neighborhood 

workers would be fired from their jobs that we were organizing 
I 

trouble. Right. 

Question: Who told you this? 

Jose: The Director... the guy that told me this was the Director 

of the pouerty program for the City of PhoeniH who was Bob 

\ Finley, a uery good friend of mine. But, he said that the City 
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Manager told him that we should not march. That we weren't 

being paid to march. Rnd that if parents marched that was one 

thing, but -if marched with them, we would get fired. So 

thought that he could draw up the papers that we were 

marching on. Rnd we did. We had a whole bunch... we had about 

400 parents and about 500 - 600 students. So about 1000 of us 

went to City Hall. Rnd nobody got fired. 

Question: So that was just a threat tactic. 

Jose: Oh yea, that was a threat to keep us from .. I guess 

drawing public attention to things that were wrong downtown 

\.. ; which was the defensiueness that most people in charge.. 

Question: Drawing attention publicly, the media.. 

Jose: When you haue a march, you make sure the media knows 

about it. 

Question: My neHt question, what techniques or strategies did 

you use, in order to organize those parents, students, so forth? 

Jose: It's basic community education. What _I call community 

education and organizing, .that is, you identify parents that are 

dissatisfied or students that ore dissatisfied. Rnd you ask: 

them... you begin a process at home, eHplain the basis of their 
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\.__) dissotisfoction ond whot they need ond try to figure out whot 

the issue is. Rnd out of the process of tollcing to o lot of these 

people, you stort finding out who else feels thot woy obout it, 

by going to tollc to people in the neighborhoods. By going to 

neighborhood meetings ond listening to people ond following up 

by oslcing to tollc to those people thot stond up ond soy thot they 

ore concerned ond whoteuer. So you get people through our 

neighborhood workers, we got them to stort uisiting people ond 

oslc them whot the mojor concerns were and whot they might be 

willing to do about it. If they were satisfied with the woy 

things were? Rnd what they could do and suggesting things 

they could do and one of the :suggestions wos to come together 

wi.th their neighbors or to go to neighborhood meetings ond to 

stort soying this ond stort documenting whot their concerns ore 

so thot could then orgonize around how to present their 

grieuonces or comploints together at City Holl ond we already 

hod o mechanism set up for our neighborhood orgonization 

diuision that neighbors were being brought together to comploin 

obout gorbage or streets thot needed mointenonce, lighting, 

tree plonting, gorboge collection, dogs, just litter... so we had 

alreody deueloped o woy for people to go to the weekly city­

council meetings ond eoch neighborhood areo would alwoys 

_houe representotiue spokespeople there to say.... to soy what 

was wrong with the neighborhoods, what their needs were. So 

we olreody hod contocts with some people, so thot when 

problems crept up ot the high school for instonce, ll lot of them, 
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were gang fights, there were drugs, kids were drinking. Rnd a 

lot of this dissatisfaction in just... just disinterest in school. So, 

then we had youth workers that also were working with some 

of these, Black: youth workers and Chicano youth workers. 

Finding out what the kids wer~ talking about feeling, about what 

maybe could be done. Rs a result of that kind of work: pretty 

soon you start telling people,. you all haue the same kinds of 

problems and go to City Hall and organize in such a way that you 

demand that things get done. So this is the process, that 

generally took: place along with staff, I was in charge of all this, 

with the staff that come and report and say, which people were 

willing to do what things. Rnd what people were willing to talk: 

'- to their neighbors and finally and when they were asked what 

do you think: you want to do...maybe, we ought to go and 

present our complaints to the City Council, ... do you think: that 

will be effectiue? They didn't seem to think: so, so that led to 

what would make it more effectiue and that ??? to a lot of 

numbers of people and a dramatic lc:ind of action. That would 

catch not only City Hall's attention1 but, the whole communities 

attention. Shame City Hall into action. So, that's basically, in 
i 

uery brief form, the process, organi:zing process that we had. 

Question: OK, so, what happened after this march at City Hall? 

Well, a lot of things happened, for instance, there were 

additional police assigned to the neighborhoods for protection, 

the schools were asked to hire additional Chicano counselors, 
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Block counselors ond teachers, minority teachers. The principal 

wos asked to deuelop training programs for the teachers to be 

knowledgeable about the culture ond history ond the needs of 

the Chicano community. Another words, o lot of... o strong 

Affirmotiue Action program begin to toke ploce for one thing. 

Parents were inuited to come in ond obserue teachers in the 

classroom. And the Principal.... 

Question: Were they oble to reuiew curriculum ond so forth? 

Jose: It started o process of getting educated whot they were 

teaching. And euentuolly they did. Whot .. the best thing thot 

happened is thot few Chicano teachers thot were there thot 

were frustrated because there wos o few or them ond nobody 

would listen to them. All of o sudden, o lot of community 

support for things thot they were sugg.esting to be done. And 

they begin to get done,- So, in. other words there wos 

outomoticolly o lot of respect for the few Chicano teoc.hers thot 

were willing to speak up ond stote ivhot kinds of things need 
I 

attention ond to work with parents in helping them understand 

mutters of instruction ond things like thot. Getting questions
I 

from o policy standpoint from books ??? thot reflected the 

history, the culture, ond things like thot. So, it got into o reol 

process of change ond chonge in on institutional sense comes 

uery, uery slowly. 
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U Question: Becoming aware of that. 

Jose: Change in indiuiduals is uery, uery hard. Change in 

institutions is infinitely harder. 

Question: So, getting back: to yourself personally. What 

happened to you? 

Jose: Well, I think: that because of my actiuism and leadership 

role, I became a leader and I deueloped that power and a lot of 

respect. Because I was in charge of the organizers. That were 

doing a lot of this stuff. I was threatened to be fired with my 

organizers. We strengthened our respect. We gained more 

respect with the City Manager, but, also, with the community. 

They really rallied to our support. Rnd the Manager knew that. 

My boss knew it. So they listened uery carefully to things I had 

• to suggest. Rnd I became more inuolued in a leadership role 

with others that looked at what was happening at the 

Uniuersity, at RSU. With the community colleges, with manpower 
I 

training, with the other... with housing, with other broad social 

Iissues that needed collectiue attention. In that regard, I think: 

that we ???? euen some of the most conseruatiue people. 

Because that is a uery conseruatiue territory. 

Question: Barry Goldwater, back: in '64. 
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Jose: So, we mode some good oduonces, in the meantime, there 

was o guy, the first Chicano from here, from Son Jose or from 

, the notion, os for os I know ~hot got his Ph.D. in Social Welfare 

from Brandeis Uniuersity. He was doing his Doctoral Thesis. His 
I 

Doctoral Thesis was on Participation of the ???. Pouerty 

Programs. And PhoeniH was one of the cities, he was looking 

into because we did deuelop o reputation of houing strong 

community participation. And so because of that, and because 

of my octiuism and work there, he interuiewed me os port of his 

Thesis. He found out about me and then he suggested to the 

people here in Son Jose, that were trying to deuelop o School of 

Social Work, that they ought to look ot o guy like me to bring to 

teach in the school and help get the School get going. 

Question: What was this gentlemen's name? 

J·ose: Juan Romos, Dr. Juan Romos. So he's the guy that fingered 

me. 

Question: So that's what lead you to come to Son Jose? 
! 

Jose: Well, what happened is that he was working with 

Notional Institute of Mental Health and they put on o conference 
. I .. : -· 

in Tucson on deueloping programs, mental health programs and 

seruices for the poor. The people here from Son Jose that were 

working on this school. That were the social workers from this 
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area were inuited to the conference in Tucson. Rnd I was inuited 

to that conference in Tucson and so was Miquel ?? who was 

o....he and I went to the Scho.ol of Social Work at Rrizono State, 

so it was there in Tucson at that conference in 1968, I belieue it 

was that I meet the people here from Son Jose. So when we 

meet ouer there in Tucson at this conference, mental health 

conference, it was to discuss mental health, what programs for 

Chicanos specifically, I met not only the people from here, but, 

others from the Son ?? and Oakland and Son Francisco and 

Fresno. It was o Southwestern Conference, o lot of Chicanos 

there. 

Question: Could you name some of the people who were from 

Son Jose that went there at the time? 

Jose: Sure, Rrmond Sanchez was there. So, was Simone 

Dominquez?? was there. Corl Sanchez was there. ??? Luco, I 

belieue was there. I'm not sure, maybe, Manuel Rd?? was too. 

Sol Rluerez was there. Those ore oil social workers that were 

inuolued with the school here. Deueloping the school. 
I 
! 

Question: Here at Son Jose State? 

Jose: They were just inuolued in trying to find out how to get 

the school organized. Looking for other Chicanos, social work 

Chicanos because there weren't that many of us that might help. 
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Be port of the faculty. To deuelop it. So Juan hod already told 

them they should look for me and I was interuiewed there. By 

some of the people there. They told me about what they were 

trying to do there. That they were going to be social workers, 

Chicano social workers, and particularly social workers that 

were organizers not in the welfare deportments. Because the 

school when it started hod o uery strong, total curriculum was 

around planning and organizing and administration, rather than 

counseling, social welfare. So that appealed to me because I 

was on organizer. So later ori and toking o uocotion from Clouis, 

I literally hod o coll from.... I was asked to send my resume, so I 

did. I just hod o Master's Degree in Social Work and I hadn't 

thought about being o professor, but, right ofter they told me 

about it, it sounded uery eHciting. How students should be 

trained in ·the communities and at the ???? . Those issues that I 

hod been working on oil the time, in housing, on police matters, 

on things that I hod eHperienc.e with so, when we were on 

uocotion in Clouis, New MeHico, I got o coll, could I please come 

for on interuiew and so, I took o plane during my uocotion from 
I 

Clouis, New MeHico out here, got interuiewed, and got offered 

the job. l 

Question: By whom? 

Jose: Well, it was Poul Sanchez that was program director here, 

then. But, then I hod to be interuiewed by the MeHicon-
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American Affairs committee. Jose Carrasco was the Chairman of 

that committee. 

Question: What was the purpose of that committee, just strictly 

hiring? 

Jose: The purpose of that committee was to moue programs and 

seruices on this campus. I didn't know about it, because I had 

only been talked to by the social workers. But, they already had 

11 MeHican-American Graduate Studies program going. It had 

been through II group of students, community people and 

professors here that was known as the American Affairs 

Committee that interuiewed all candidates for any Chicano 

program, interui~wed all Chicano candidates. And in that sense, 

they were part of. the interuiewing process for the School of 

Social Work, because it was II Chicano based program. I went 

through that Committee too, and had to defend myself, present 

myself, eHplain myself to them. I was treated a little rou_ghly. 

Question: Certainly, you could understand why, couldn't you? 

Jose: Oh yea, I handled it all right. I got hired. 

Question: Your heart must haue been in the right place. 

Speaking of thot committee, do you recoll who else wos on the 

committee. 
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Jose: It wos people like, Lou Coronzo, Umberto Gorzo, Jesse ??, 

M ?? Chouez, students. Romon Mortinez, there were o number 

of people, but those were the nomes thot come most readily to 

mind. Rt thot time, ???, wos port of ??? faculty olreody. 

Randoll Hemenez, there were others too, I just con't remember 

them oll. There were o whole bunch. 




