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pleted after the bachelor’s degree and within seven years just preceding the grant-
ing of the master’s degree. Only graduate courses (200 series) and such upper
division courses (100 series) as are recommended by the divisions or departments
and approved by the Committee on Graduate Study are acceptable on the unit
requirement. In individual cases and subject to departmental approval, 300 series
courses may be applied under special circumstances toward unit requirements of
master’s degree programs for which the course work is appropriate. Other courses
are counted in calculating the student’s study load, but cannot be counted toward
the unit requirement for the master’s degree. The total contract program must
include the following: ‘
1. At least 24 units of Fresno State College residence credit, 6 units of which
must have been taken on the Fresno campus prior to enrolling for the thesis
or project or for a seminar alternative to the thesis.

2. Of the 30 units for the degree, not more than 6 units may be in student
teaching, extension courses, or transfer credit, or any combination of these.
Student teaching credit is not ordinarily used on master’s degree programs.
In unusual circumstances, if student teaching is demonstrably appropriate to
a program, up to 3 units of such work may be approved by the Committee
on Graduate Study.

3. Work earned at Fresno State College during the session in which the bachelor’s
degree is granted may be applied toward the 30 units for the master’s degree,
provided the work so applied is formally identified at the time of filing the
application for the bachelor’s degree, and provided neither the courses nor
the units are used in any way to meet bachelor’s degree requirements.

4. At least 12 units in courses designed primarily for master’s degrees (numbered
in the 200 series). Some majors require more than 12 units of 200 series
course work.

5. At least 10 units completed after advancement to candidacy. Work taken
during the semester of advancement may apply on this requirement.

6. Appropriate course work from a field other than the major may be required
at the discretion of the major department.

7. Appropriate provision for a thesis, a project, or, when permitted, a seminar
alternative.

It is the student’s responsibility to complete the specific courses listed on his
contract program. Once a contract program has been approved by the Committee
on Graduate Study, it may be changed only on the written request of the student
and his department or division adviser and with the approval of the Graduate
Office. Forms for requesting such program adjustment are available in the Graduate
Office.

THESIS REQUIREMENT

Most master’s degree curricula at Fresno State College require the preparation
of a thesis or a project. For the master of arts degree in education and for the
master of science degrees in business, mathematics, and physics, specially designed
or selected seminars may be substituted for the thesis requirements (see Bus 291,
Ed 295, 296, 297, 298).

The Committee on Graduate Study has prepared a statement describing the
general college policy on research in the master’s degree program. Theses, projects,
and other types of research are defined. In general, regulations for the project are
identical to those of the thesis.

1. To be eligible to enroll for thesis or project (299), a student must have
(a) been advanced to candidacy for the master’s degree.
(b) maintained a B (3.0) average on his contract program.
(c) completed at least six units on the Fresno campus of Fresno State College.



