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Aug. 17, 1930 . 

Dear Miss Morgan : 

I have your letter of August 4 about 
the fire. The more I hear about the fire the worse 
it seems, and of course the worst of all is the burn­
ing of the trees . 

An interesting fact is that Mr . Rankin r s fire 
line stopped the fire in that particular direction, 
and this seems to indicate that a simple system of fire 
lines should be laid out and kept in order for a possi­
ble recurrence of fires . 

I should say that undoub~edly the ground imme­
diately around the Hill Top should be plou~hed early 
every summer, or perhaps better, this ground should be 
planted in evergreen bushes . 

. I do rot know whether this would do as well or 
not. I t would certainly be better looking . 

I a.i11 inclined to think thet it would be diffi­
cult and indeed practically impossible to plant a fire if 
~ v1ild cherry were planted thickly around the Hill Top 
or if any other drought resisting bush were planted 
thickly enough to prevent the.grass from -rowing beneath 
them . 

2 . The road itself, as you say, should be a 
fire line , an can easily be made to be one with very 
l ittle trouble by trimming down the grass on each s i de 
of the road. 

It has been my intention to bring the road back 
across the country below House A and various l oops of 



I 
this kind could be macie wide enough and clean enough to become 
fire lines. 

Moreover, the new 1·oad that is bein planned to shorten 
the route dovm the ~ill to the north could possibly be extended 
by a loop to the west, which would be useful in a way and would 
also act as a fire line to the north. 

Per aps nothing more than these protections would be 
necessar , but the fire wardens seem to think that some other 
simple fire lines would be desirable, and I guess we would better 
have them made and maintained . 

3 . The incinerator may be technically perfect, rut I 
cannot see that anything that sets the place on fire is perfect. 
Consequently, I would like to repeat that the incinerator must either 
be improved or must be taken out. 

I have no scientific kno ledge of the machine, but I should 
think that a succession of screens misht keep sparks in, even if one 
screen does not . However, let us try to make it impossible or any 
sparks to et out of the incinerator ; and if this cannot be done, let 
us remove the a rned thing and dump our refuse in some excavation. 

If we cannot, then et us remove the incinerator to the beach 
or -somewhere ,,rhere it cannot possibly do any harm, and transport our 
refuse by truck to it . 

4. Some consideration must be iven to the possibility of 
sparks fro o~her chimneys-- the kitchen chimney and the big chimne s 
in the main h~lls . ossibly there is not much danger fro the kitchen 
chimney as long as we burn petroleum. ut sparks frequently come 
from the big chimneys in the main halls . 

I aJ!1 not discoura ed, however, and I think tha.t if sim le 
system of roads and ire lines an a fireless belt were maie around 
the Hill, and a moderate amount of screene placed around the chimne s 
we would be safe from a recurrence of this kind of a catastrophe. 

The singular part of it is tat we did not realize that it 
was likely to happen at any time and take these precautions beforehand . 
Lightnin seldom stri es twice in the same pl ce, and if it oes it 
generally encounters a lightning rod . 

5 . I hope something can be done with the burned tryes, but 
I do not imagine that a great deal can be done. I think our chief 
hope is to re lant 88 quickly as possible . Let us try to et prac­
tically all the replantin,... done this fa 1. •• e can l ay o f of other work 
and concentrate on replanting, because tha.t is something which ought to 
be done immediately, as the trees take a long time to grow. 

I o not kno~ ,hether you can get big enough trees at the 
nurseries, but probably we can do a good deal of our selecting on the 
ranch. y big enough trees I o not mean big trees, because the time 
taken in planting trees that are too large to handle easily would be 
greater than the advantage gained . 

We \1ant to select no bigger trees than t e can he ndle with 
comparative ease and promptness, because, as Isa, I woul like to see 
the whole job completed this winter. 

P-8 \e have reservations 
on the Majestic sailing 

ept mber 10-- merely for 
your information . J-W 

incerely , 




