When the TS Golden Bear leaves Morrow Cove tomorrow in its
new role of Friend Ship en route te hungry Europe, its departure
will be witnessed by at least one Naval official who was present
when the vessel first hit the cold waters of Narragansett Bay:
at its launching Dec, 11, 1244, Comdr. Ray Cook (ChC) USN, senior
chaplain at Marve Island Naval
Shipyard, today recalled events
of that overcast, drizzly morning
at Providence, E. L, when he de-
livered the christening address
just before the bottle of cham-
pagne hit the afttack transport’s
bow.

Built by the Walsh-Kaiser Ship-
yards in that city, the vessel was
launched as the USS Mellena and
was christened by the wife of a
civilian employe at one of the
numercous launching ceremonies
when eivilans played starring
roles, “Such participation which
was a great factor in keeping
up the morale of defense em-
ployes,” Chaplain Cook recalled.
“A ship was launched every 10
days around that period.”
AIDED MORALRE

Chaplain Cook, who, with his
family attended the Ilaunching
ceremonies, was stationed at the
U. 8. Naval Air Station at Quon-

reer of the USS Mellena, During
a recent visit to the maritime
academy here, a staff member
casually remarked to the chap-
lain “The TS Golden Bear used to
be called the USS Mellena.” The{
chaplain immediately recalled the
vessel, and a photo memento al-
bum of launching scenes, at his
home, Quarters Q9, among the
family souvenirs.
“Although I was often called
upon to deliver an opening or
closing prayer, this was the only
christening address I made dur-
ing a launching in the Narragan-
sett area,” he observed.
IN AT WAR’'S END
The USS Mellina was commis-
sioned in January of 1945, a few
weeks after the launching, and
equipped with her crew of 250
men, immediately plunged into
mop-up operations at the war's
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7,000 tons, and is a twin-screw
turbo-electric propelled,

The attack transport, early in
1946, was turned back to the
U. 8. Maritime Commission by
the U. 8. Navy. In June of that
year, while the California Mari-

then was secur
tution, on a loan basis,

FAVORITE PRESCRIPTION Golden State,

lime Academy was headed by
Capt. Claude B. Mayo, USN,
(ret.) as superintendent, it was
made available to the state of
California.

All tenants are urged to attend
the special meeting of the Ten-
ants’ Activities Council at & p. m.
tonight at the Community Build-
ing. This meeting is of great im-
portance to all residents of both
terraces as the principal item on
the agenda is the housing prob-

lem.
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Playground are planning & carni-
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street, who has been ill for the
last two years, is convalescing
at her home and is able {5 he
about. Mrs, Allen is widely known
in this community, having lived
here since the opening of Federal
Terrace and has been until her

illness very active in community
affairs.
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The students of Mrs. Georgia
Freeman's high fifth grade of
the Federal Terrace School were
recent visitors to the Sonoma
Misslon and General Mariano G.
Vallejo's home. This trip was
aken in connection with the study
of both California history and
social studies. Plans are now in
progress for two other classes
to make similar excursions.

The Federal Terrace PTA is
sponsoring a half-hour cartoon
movie at the scheool auditorium

Leroy W. Jackson, 85, co-founder|®
of the Jackson Furniture Com-

pany. He died Saturday at his|Cc
home here, wi
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at 12:30 p. m. tomorrow. Follow-
ing this, at 1:30 p. m., the asso-
ciation meeting will be called to
order by the president, Mrs. Har-
ry Milne.




