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LUrUQUS
QUtlU4ut;f1.

luupr wG~wuGtprg npGq{l '1lwPTIIIP Stp-
Lr4p\1l}.lwGr ql/uw~npnr~lwup h'l wG GwL
tlbp /uupwqpm~lmGnllt. Ujw\1luhgrG rphGp
\1lUjw~npnr~lnrGGtpp uwupG: \JpwGgpg
~npu{l muwGhl hG .1>phqGnlP GwfiwGqwIPG
fiwUwluwpwGnru \J wlau fih\1lunuI hG nw-
IhphG ~wu{lG~wgGhppG:

\Jppwfiwuwlj. fiwuwljphlr ~huJ:!n~. ~n-
l'llllj w}'J:!hpn~ ctwljlPG UpuuwG{l /ununllI t
nq1.mpm~lwup.

- J'lu hpwqwbtG UI~hlr \1lUjwllnpp2 U
fih\1lwJ:!pJ:!rp q\1lW fiwlphGrJ:!u.- wunll! t
(iw:- lunllipr wG~wuGtpu GmlGrulj w1.jw-
Gwmhu h'lwGJ:! tlbp dn'lmlmp~r fiwlptGw-
urpwljwG finrqnruGtpmG: 4hG~wGfl \1lUjW-
~npm~lnIGI! fiwuwljtg utp upptnG m fin-
qrG. \J utGJ:! qqwgpGJ:! tlbq npUjtu fiw-
pwqWtn dn'lm!mp~p tlblj uwuGplj[!. nnq-
~tgwGl1 wGnp fih\1l: tJu fiUjwp\1l hu. np fiw!
dn'ln4nrp~r uhlj qW~UlljG htl: <!..wlng IhqYlIG
pUlUGwl!1 2Wlll ljwpunp t t1hqp fiwuwl'. W!-

IlUUjhu uhr qnpbl' ljtuljWtnWf! ljIlGw,- wtlt.
\lUHGnnl t ctwljlrG!1. TIl qqnllI hu. np GUt
GhppGwUjhu \1lwnwUjnlu t IlwlflhGpG 'ihn
wGl{lUpd tnlwGwlnr hwllwp:

0-lUPlrG n'qmG!wG(1 fiwuhtlwUlwpwp w-
tthlr IW~ t /ununru uWlptGpm!. bGn'lGtP(I
lH58-rG tG ~hlpn"arg lUp\1lwqW'l~t\ .1>ptq-
Gn: <!..WUWluluPtuGG wt{tup\1lt\ntg nh\1ln
').wPJrG!1 nrllnlg}nr"'lnIG t wGmu \1lt'lr
'llllJmgnlll:

- <!..wlhphG 'lWu{lG~wgGtpmG fittnutthti
ttnP{l.- wunlll t Gw,- GUjWlJ1wlj mGpt!
'lwuw~wG'ltl filUlljwljwG ~14pngpG UU2:
CWtn ljwpunp t. np wuuG fiwi 'lwpuphG
tljn'l pp fiwlphGrl:!{l tntuGw:

- b't.1 wlluU u\1lwfinqm~lmG ~mlill\J. np
<!..wlWU\1lwGpGuh2 fiwi nqflG Ujptnp fiwpw-
tnut.- wuhu' ').WPlrGr uptnJ:!G t lJIwgGnll1
<!..W4np U'w\/uwUlwG{l:

\JplU w4lUQ U'lPWIPI! wtlbppljlwG nw·
UW\UWpwGG wllWptnt\ntg fihtnn tlblj tnUl.
pm!. npl4hu Utnwdnp, muwGh[ t l}puwGil
hWUlll1UWpwGfl Ujwtnllm~lwG ~~m{'tnr,.
\1lnlU: ~wljnp{l uu tttwtttwqmu t fih\1lutl
h'lpnp orpGwljpG:

CwGJil l.lt{W(UWU[!' wupw1jwqll \Ill UjW·
tnwGfI. UjwUlllmu t Ozw4wG 4wUlwpwb r-
phGg /utlpr m'l unpm~lwG IlwupG; nLp G[1-
plUGJ:! bGljr tG tljh\ U'tupnUj U'wZ\1lngp

qhptquwGJl tlntn, wlgtthl q.wnG}1-q.hqwpf'\·
11 tluiJ;!ntl tnh'1wtttn/Ullh[ \Jhp dn'1nlll"\r'
14Wtn-UnQitlwG JunPllUr[!:

- tJu \ijtWIG thnGn\1l 4utWtnljtpwgGhl'
uhp tpljPPI!. pW19 wfiw \1ltuw UpwPW\1ljwG
fipwzwlP 'lWZml!,- dujmwJnll wunn! t
~wG"'{l:- CW\1l ljmquu tlblj wupu uu tlGu'l
nWlptGPJ:!pu tlb2:

U'hp tpptnwuwp'l qpTIIgwljpgGtppg ljwUj-
. tnwtlw. /uwpmjwz Il-nptp\1l U'/utlwGG t
\ijtWjG 1"nu lJ,G2ttuupg. tlGwgwb },npup
~pt;qGnlflg tG: Il-nptptnl! WllWP\1ltl t lnlJ
UG2tluuP nwuwluw!'wGI!, \1lGtntuwqtm t:
\Jw UjWtntlbg f),tlPGp Ujt'lntuGtppG rptG(J
/uup'p uwuGw4gm~lwG IlwupG: Ul'l nrzwp·
chuG OPI!. wuwg Gw, 4uGw rppu rptG!!
luwGJ:!fl wutGwtp2wGr4 U4wfihflpg tlbll[l:

luupp 'l tljuntwp '1lwpnllP Stp-U'4I!P til
tlwGI! pn\npr wGmGrg 2Gnpfiw4wlm~lnllj
fiwltnGhg UtttlntnJ:!wfiwlnQitlwG fittn U~l1J
"m~wlrG ljwU4P 4nupmtpG' tpr\1lWUWj1,\-
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\flIuuwP'lGhpp /udpwljwG w19t1.ntltlmGGhpl]
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I



~llB ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM
CALIII'ORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY. II'RESNO

_ ARCHIVE _ "'1t.NO. CALll"OllNIAU7.0

_ SOURCE Insight: Fresno, CA DATE September 28, 1988

SUBJECT Interview With Dr. Kouymjian about
Karabagh

PAGE 1 of 3

INSIGHT
C:alirorni.a SIOlle Lniv~rsil '1'. Frt'~nn V.,1. .'(\1. .~'J .'

Military show by Soviets enforces
Armenian resolve for reunification

By Kristin Lee
Staff reporter

It has been widely reported that
Soviet Annenia is close to revolt. a
belief enforced by the Soviet show of
force in the Annenian capital of Yere-
van late last week.

But Dr. Dickran Kouymjian of the
CSl!E Annenian Studies d~ent
says that the Annenian people, al-
though angry. have hope that through
legal means. General Secretary
Mikhail Gorbachev will return the
Karabagh to Annenia

The people of Annenia and Kara-
bagh are asking the Soviet govern-
ment to reconsider a decision made
by Stalin in 1923 that gave the region
of Azerbaijan control over the Kara-
bagh. formerly under Armenian con-
trol. said Kouymjian, who spent four
months teaching in Annenia in 1987.

A petition was circulated by Anne-
nians in Annenia and Karabagh in
1987 ~~~_that __Karabagh_ be re-

twned to Anneniai! control.
When the unrest in Soviet Annenia

began in February 1988, Kouymjian
said, Annenians had nothing against
the government. The Annenians be-
lieved that GOrbachev and his re-
forms had created an atmosphere in
which open discussion of past mis-
takes was welcome.

In March, a massacre killed 26
Armenians and six police in the town
of Sumgail in the Karab8gh during
.dlree days of rioting, according to
Soviet media Ko...U)mjian believes
between '!OO and JI~ were killed
and the riot was "probably state di-
rected "

"The Turks ran wild with no police
intervention," said Kouymjian. Since
then, 3,000 Annenian~ have fled the
Karabagh region and have gone to
Annenia; and some Turks have fled
to Azerbaijan.

Annenians were shocked by the
Sumgait massacre.

When Annenia first became part of

the U.S.S.R., the small country con-
sidered itself protected by the Soviet
Union. The people no longer felt they
had to worry about being invaded or
-auacked by Turks because they had
the protection of a large nation.
Kouymjian said, "Sumgait shattered
that instantly."

Kouymjian said there were two
main reasons the Annenian faith in
Gorbachev and the Soviet govern-
-ment failed.

First. the government did litLIe k>
"reprimand Azerbaijanis for the mas-
sacre.

Sumgait was closed to everyone
-except residents for two months after
the tragedy. Out of the thousands that
participated in killing Annenians" only

I 100 were arrested. One man, tried in
'. lune for killing ~,JJQdg'l.' received
only 15 years in prison. Thecoun that
tried him was in Azerbaijan.

The second reason Annenians lost
faith in the Soviet government hap-
~ in July when the Kremlin in

Moscow fonnally considered the
question of whether Karabagh should
t:>elongto Annenia. The answer was
a unanimous no.

The Annenians want a change in
structure. They are asking for land
allotment to return LO the way it was
in 1923 when the Karabagh land,
populated predominantly by Arme-
nians. belonged to Annenia instead
of to Azerbaijan. a region populated
predominantly by Turks.

Gorbachev did nothing to stop the
demonstrations when they fIrst be-
gan in February of 1987. This gave
Annenians the impression that he
was on their side and wanted to hear
the people's opinions. But the latest
Soviet action has Soviet troops and
annored personnel carriers keeping a
tenuous peace in Yerevan.

After the Sumgait massacre, "the
Western press quickly distorted the
story." said Kouymjian.

Since Azerbaijan is mostly Mos-
See ARMENl:\. page 8

,I
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-lean, and Armenia and the Karabagh
:'are mostly Christian, Kouymjian said* papers turned the protests into a
ItrUggle of religions when it was re-
dya struggle ofTurts against Arme-
1lians.

Kouymjian said Western media
1Iwive on the idea that Soviet people
dislike the Soviet government and
.ant to revolt against it .

"I wouldn't believe everything in
·the papers," said Kouymjian. "Pa-
pers are distorted. "

John Taylor, news editor of The
Fresno Bee, said the international
news that is printed comes from the
wire services. They keep the news as
accurate as possible by comparing
-stories on the same topic from vari-
«tS wire services.

"We take balance and fairness seri-
'ously," said Taylor. "It is ourrespon-
sibility to get the best of the best We
subscribe to so many services to be
fair. We have to rely on the big boys."

The largest demonstrations in
!oviet history began after the Sumgait
massacre, numbering 100,000 to
200,000 people. An open burn began
where anyone could speak. "Like a
people's democracy," said
lU>uymjian. There was no army in-
llelVention. A general strike occurred,
aDd everything stopped. Kouymjian
laid this is w~ Oorbacbev and the
~tinMoscov.:tqantomake
personal appeals to Annenians to end
die strike.

1be Karabagb set up a committee
IDd sent two delegates to speak with
Oorbachev inMoscow: a female poet
and a male journalist met wUb G<r-_beY who asked that the demon-
IIrations stop.

By this time the demonstrations
a.d reached 800,000 to oocmillioo

people, said Kouymjian.
The population of Yerevan, the

capital of Soviet Armenia is 1.3 mil-
lion, so a demonstration of one mil-
lion is almost the entire city, said'
Kouymjian.
, 'The Soviet people beard nothing of

the demonstrations until six weeks
later. And when they did report the
demonstrations, they played down
the size and.attribuled them to MAnti__
Soviet forces," said Kouymjian.

Western media. said Kouymjian,
reported the demonstrations as an
anti-Soviet uprising, "but it wasn't"

""1be moment the Western press
Saw it was not anti-Soviet, they lost
interest even though the demonstra-
tions were getting larger," said
Kouymjian.

Kouymjian said Armenians still
thought Gorbachev would agree with
them if they took only legal measures.

The leaders of the movement in
Armenia and the Karabagh then de-
cided how best to proceed in a legal
manner in furthering their cause, said
Kouymjian.

The Supreme Soviet Council and
Parliament of Kambagh voted to be
under Armenian jurisdiction. The
Armenian Supreme Soviet Council

, and Parliament met. voted, and came
to the same conclusion.

"A republic willing to take a region
and a region willing to join a repuh-.
lie," said Kouymjian. It was all legal

; accading to Ihe Soviet constitution,i;.but the territorial Slruggle bas not yet

~;'~~j~ iiid the reasOn the
I Soviet lO¥eI1Iment is DDt willing to
" change the law is because there is no
: . 1Jress1D'e to. He said Twkey is an ally
-:of the United SlateS, and won't say

I -'anything iflbe U.S.S.R. is hard on the
::':Armenians. Neither will most of

Western Ewope.
TbeArmenians had planned to have

"',,, demonstration the day after the
·~ision in July DO matter what the

~tcome was. But along with the
deCision, came a decree that there
Ihould be no more demonstrations.
So rather th8n defy the government
and risk getting rbousands killed.
Yerevan became a dead city.
. "Nobody came out fex- anything,"
IBid Kouymjian. The $trikes stopped
eVeryWhere except in Karabagh,
which continued to be 00 strike until
August.

Currently ,lhere is a demonstration
in Yerevan every Friday of 100,000
10 200,000 people. Armenians have
j~t begun to fight, said Kouymjian.

There bas been a change in attitude
towards the government

"Sentiment is more than discour-
aged, it is hostile," said Kouymjian.

There is little they can do. "Kala-
bagh leaders say 'give us to Armenia
or bring in the tanks'," said
Kouymjian. It may be the beginning
of another pennanent strike. They
want to go back to 1923 and do it
legally.

The government manipulated
peaceful crowds to make them h0s-
tile, but it dido't work, said
Kouymjian. '

Soviet troops are enforcing a 9p.rn.-
6 a.m. curfew in Karabagh. Demon-
strators have asked local authorities
in Yerevan to hold an emergency
session to support remlif'JCation with
Annenia, but those demands have yet

. to be answezed.
"It doesn't look ~ ~,:.d

'1touymjiail, retezrins io the .chances
of K«3bagh being liven to Amenia.

"Armenians believe that they will
i win because lhey are righL The
'. Armenian nation bas regained .1 08-
, Iiooal se~ of dignity and identity,"
I said KOQymjian. "Everybody in

Armenia .. pro-Karabagh. For the
- first time, Armenians have taken theJr
destiny into lheir own bands. "
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Chair

ASP Annual Banquet Set for Oct. 22
FRESNO, Calif. - The Leon S. Peters Business Building and

Valley Business Center on the campus of California State Uni-
versity, Fresno will be the setting for the third annual banquet of
the Armenian Studies Program on Saturday, October 22, 1988.
The banquet proceeds will be used to fund an Endowed Chair in
Armenian Studies at CSUF. The banquet wW also provide an
opportunity to tour the new offices of the Center for Armenian
Studies and Armenian Studies Program which are located in the
Peters Business Building.

The campaign for the Endowed Chair started last year with
the raising of $50,000 through the community. The goal is to
raise $300,000 to establish the Endowed Chair, which will pro-
vide the opportunity to name a distinguished scholar to the
position.

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Director of the Armenian Studies
Program, has announced that Dr. Richard Pinkerton, Director
of the Valley Business Center, will deliver the keynote address
at the banquet Dr. Pinkerton is awell-known community leader
who heads the privately funded VBC in its efforts to draw com-
munity business leaders and the university together. The VBe
conducts seminars and workshops providing expertise for Val-
ley leaders to improve their skills.

Entertainment for the evening wHIbe a performance of tradi-
tiona/ Armenian dance by the Arax Armenian Dancers of
Fresno..

Tickets for the annual Banquet are available through the
Armenian Studies Program of the Armenian Students Organi-
zation. The tax-deductible donation is$35.00 per person, which
includes aSOCialhour and an escorted tourofthe new facilities.
Advance reservations only will be accepted. Reservations can
by made by calling the ASP at 294-2669.
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CSUF .Armenian Studies
Program Banquet, Ott. 22

The Leon S. Peters Business
Building and Valley Business Center on
the campus of California State Univer-
sity, Fresno will be the setting for the
third annual banquet of the Armenian
Studies Program on Saturday, October
22, 1988. The banquet proceeds will be
used to fund an Endowed Chair in
Armenian Studies at CSUF. The ban-
quet will also provide an opportunity
to tour the new offices of the Center
for Armenian Studies and Armenian
Studies Program which are located in
the Peters Business Building.

The campaign for the Endowed
Chair started last year with the raising
of $50,000 through the community.
'fbe goal is to raise $300,000 to
ilStablish the Endowed Chair, which
will provide the opportunity to name a
distinguished scholar to the position.
. Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Director
'~f the Armenian Studies Program, has
'2nnounced ~ Dr.JlicbaI;d Pinker-
~n, Dir«tor of the Valley Business
!Center, will deliver the keynote address

at the banquet. Dr. Pinkerton is a well-
known community leader who heads
the privately funded VBe in its efforts
to draw community business leaders
and the university together. The VBe
conducts seminars and workshops pro-
viding expertise for Valley leaders to
improve their skills.

Entertainment for the evening will
be a performance of traditional Arme-
nian dance by the AraxArmenian
Dancers of Fresno. The dance troupe
returned from an educational tour of
Armenia participating in dance
workshops where they enriched their
repertoire.

Tickets for the annual Banquet are
available through the Armenian
Studies Program of the Armenian
Students Organization. The tax-
deductible donation is 535.00 per per-
son, which incIudes'8 social hour and
an escorted tour of the new facilities.

- Advance reservations only' will be ac-
cepted. Reservations can be made by
calling the ASP at (209) 2669. •
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Eight CSUF students visited Soviet AI-
menia last summer and' got a taste of
what it's like to be in the midst of mass .
meetings involving millioifg. of., people,
according to Barlow Der" Mu&rdechian, ..'
~fessor of Annenian~tudies .. '<~~>,~,/;::
·,The students made a frrsHime' triP to ,

Arinenia,: one of the 15 SoViet republics, ~
on' an educati()nal tour after tieing' invited
by the C()mmittee of Cu1~Relatioris' ,
with Annenians' AbfOad,: based-,. in
Arinenia. ' " '/." , " .'.' " ,-
. The time period in which the tour took

place, according to Der Mugrdechian, was
vital for the people. of Annenia, as mass
demonstrations . involving 500,000 to
,rilillions of people were taking place. .
>; He added that these lNere not typical
, demonstrations, ,but rather they were ..
meetings, "gathering of all kinds of pe0-
ple. There was no shoving oc cursing in
these demonstrations."

Jacqueline Sislian, president of Annen-
ian Student Organization, who was part
of the trip, said that the "trip was good, I
had an excellent time. It was really 'ed-
ucational. " , '," .',
, .She said that before she went to Armen-

ia, she had recently leamedabout the coun- ,
try in a class and everything waS fresh in' ,
her mind on the trip. " ' .

When she saw the demonstrations, ~at
first I didn't undeIStand what they were
demonstrating for, but when explained I
Wlderstood," Sislian said.' "The demon-
strations were peaceful, there, was no vio-
lence, it was really ~~ti~~ .."~ ".

/
I
I

., To be on the safe side, Sislian did not
go to every demqnst#Uion,~Usethey,
were so huge ,it was easy tolose'the.
group' and she did not knowhoW U>., speai(
Annelli,an ~ery w~n. she said. '. ',";'

Sislian. whose father is an, Annenian,
said that'she "wanted to go beCaUse it was
important to visit ,her fa1Jler.land., I'am
studying about my culture and heritage,

,mid it was great time togo." '. ....:,'::
Commenting on' the Arinenianpeople,

:slle said that "11ie people were the frieJld-
llest people rve ever met. They knew we'
were Americans. and they were interested

, inJeamin" about us..,' . ,
- ,- -.,-

Darlene OUZolJnlan.a giaduare Liberal
Studies stUdent whose parentS are frOm Ai-,
menia, was also a Part of the trip and Said
it "waS excellent, I·' was skeptical about'
going in' the beginning, it wasn't what .
my expectations were.'" ,:~,' ' :._.'
, She expected morevilJageS,and Said.

she "wasn't expecting a developed,city.";,'
Ouiounian said she mel her father's

first cousin during the visit and "it was eX":'. ,
citing to see them; my father hasn't.seen 5
them in 40 years. ~ -,_. , ,', " ; ,,~ , , .

She COiiduded tna~ "It :wasa great ex~ ,
perience and I,woUld gOagIDn."

Most of the students 00 the trip, acCord-
ing toDer Mugrdechian. were Armenian-
Ameri,cans. ;".' "'. :". ,'."

~This ,was the flfSt time that most of
them had '~~verseas, aDd also ~ first
time in ~Armenia. 'an ,area where their
grandparents or great-grandparents lived,"
he said. ",'_';,,':;

This was the frrst tour involving stu-:
dents to Annenia and Det Mwudechian
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'(It) was excellent, I was skeptical
about going in the beginning.'

-Darlene Ouzounian

plans "to organize such trips for succeed-
ing years,"

In 1982 Der Mugrdechian took a group
of students to Jerusalem. He added that in
the future he would try to get students to
go to Armenia from allover the United
States, '" " " "

Student paid only their air fare for this
trip and' the rest of the expenses were
picked up by 'the committee which invited"
them over, according to Der Mugrdechian_

The demonstrations truU' students wit~
nessed had rearly' begun in Febru2ry of
this year iIi reSponse to ihe isSUe of KMa-
bagh. a Soviet republic administered by
the Soviet's.
'~'In 1923, Soviet dictatOr JosephStalir..
made 'a decision which gave the region'of
Azerbaijan contTol over the K.arab<l.gh,
formerly under Armenian control" and
'now the people of Armenia want the S0-
viet government to reconsider it and re-,
tum Karabagh to the Armellians-' .. "', ' ,

Der Mugrdechian said that "when we'~
went in June, four G4jS later the city W33 '

closed to tourists,", ,mJd his group just,
got out in ilrne. ' -, - ~:;'::~':. ' ", '

"We siayed in Hotel Ari,nenia, which is ,
in the center of the city where we could
witness the :Jem0nstrations. "

Please see JAUNT, page 9

JAUNT
Continued from page 3

He said that the recent changes in
Gorbachev's jXllicies have given the peo-
ple of Armenia freedom they never had.
The people are for the fIrst time free to ex-
press themselves, which according to Der
Mugrdechi..:J.n, they did through meetings
and in newspapers by criticizing govern-
ment jXllicies,

"Other than that' there is no freedom
like it is in America," he said.

ncr Mugrdechian said that the people
of Armenia were let GOwn by Gorb2Chev
when "recently in July the decision was '
n}ade that L.'1econtrol of Karabaghwould
not go to the people of Anneni.a.~Ejghty
percent of people in Karabagh are Armen-
i<ins, but that fIgure is decreasing.

, GDrb3Chev'S deci~ion '"let Anne:1.ians
down because they were expecting' their
demaiids to come true.'He is getting press- '
ure to not give in. ~ '

Even though demonstrations were
tiling place before the trip took place,
,"thpe was never any fear of violence; we
knew people who had gone there and they
said there was no violence," acconlif1g' to
Der Mugrcb::hian "

There was no anti-American feeling
among the Anneni.an IJeDple, Dec Mugr-
dechian and the sl!Jdents said. ' ,

, ~PeOp:e were happy to see Americans
visiting their homeland, ~ Det
Mugrdechian added_

'. The trip,' according to Der Mugr-
dechian, ~was not simply a tour. We met
.with other students and we had discuss-
ions about life in Annenia and they asked
us what it was to be a student in Arner-
ica~

/
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Banquet to benefit
Endowed Chair at,CSUF

FRESNO- The Leon S. Peters Business Building and Valley Business Center on
the campus of California State University, Fresno, will be the setting for the third
annual banquet of the Armenian Studies Program on Saturday, October 22.

The banquet proceeds will be used to fund an Endowed Chair in Armenian
Studies atCSUF.

,.. ",:The campaign for the Chair started last year v.jth the raising of $90,000 through
the community. The goal is to raise $300,000.' "

Dr. Richard Pinkerton, Director of the VaHey Business Center, will deliver the
Iceynote address at the banquet.

Entertainment will be a performance of tracfrtional Armenian dance by the Arax
Armenian Dancers of Fresno.

TICkets for the annual banquet are available through the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram of the Armenian Students Organization. The tax-deductibte donation is $35

.which includes a social hour and an escorted tour of the new facilities. Only ad-
vance reservations will be accepted, which can be made by caHing the ASP at

; (209) 294-2669. . 0
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·Negdar Tabibian· will be i. Freslo 01 Oct. 17
FRESNO - Destined to sur-

vive, Negdar Kazazian Tabibian,
as a small child, herself experi-
enced all the trials and tribula-
tions that confronted survivors
of the Genocide, Now, she has
courageously written of that
experience in a new autobio-
graphy, to share her life's
dramatic events with her readers,

Titled to reflect her fortune,
"Destined to Survive," Mrs, Ta-
bibian's book carries the reader
from Van, where she was born,
to numerous way-stations and
even tually to America, where

she established herself as an
active member of the Armen-
ian community,

Currently on tour of a num-
ber of major cities with Armen-
ian populations, Mrs, Tabibian
will be in Fresno on Monday,
October 17 at 7:00 p,m, She
will meet with community mem-
bers to discuss her au tobio-
graphy at a public gathering
sponsored by the Armenian
Studjes Program and Armenian
Students Organization of CSUF,

"Destined to Survive" was
published by the American Ar-

menian International College
Proceeds, beyond the cost of
printing the book, will be given
to organizations sponsoring such
gatherings,

The Fresno gathering will
take place in the Bedrosian
Conference Room, Rm, 390,
of the new Leon S, Peters
Business Building, The public
)I; invited and admission is free,
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Fresno ASP Annual Banquet on Oct. 22
FRESNO - The Leon S.

Peters Business Building and Val-
ley Business Center on the
campus of California State Uni-

, versity, Fresno, will be the set-
ting for the third annual banquet
of the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram on Saturday, October 22,
1988, The banquet proceeds
will be used to fund an Endowed
Chair in Armenian Studies at
CSUF, The banquet will also
provide an opportunity to tour
the new offices of the Center for

Armenian Studies and Armenian
Studies Program which are
located in the Peters Business
Building.

The campaign for the En-
dowed Chair started last year
with the raising of S50,OOO
through the community. The
goal is to raise $300,000 to
establish the Endowed Chair,
which will provide the oppor·
tunity to name a distinguished
scholar to the position.

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Di·

rector of the Armenian Siudie,
Program, has announced that

Dr. Richard Pinkerton, Director
of the Valley Business Center.
will deliver the keynote addres,
at the banquet.

Entertainment for the eve·
ning will be a performance
of traditional Armenian dance
by the Arax Armenian Dancers
of Fresno,

Tickets for the annual Ban,
quet are available throug.h the
Armenian Studies Program of
the Armenian Students Organi,
zation, The tax,deductible
donation is S35,00 per person,
which includes a social hour and
an escorted tour of the new
facilities. Advance reservations
only will be accepted, Reserva··
tions can be made by calling

.the ASP at 294-2669,
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Armenian Author in
:Fresno

-
Destined to survive, Negdar Kazazian Tabibian, as a

small child. herself experienced all the trials and
tribulations that confronted survivors of the Genocide.
Now. she bas courageously written of that experience in
a new autobiography, to share her life's dramatic events
with hc7 readln

Titled to reflect her fortune, "Destined to Survive,"
Mrs. Tabibian's book carries the reader from Van, where
she was born, to Dllmerous way-stations and eventually
., America, where she established herself as an active
member oCthe Armenian community.

Currently OIl tour of a number of major cities with
Annenian populations; Mrs. Tabibian will be in Fresno
on Monday, October 17 at 7:00 p.m. She will meet
with community members to discuss her autobiography
at a l!J..blic gathering sponsored by the Annenian Studies
frogram and Annenian Students Organization of CSI IE
Fresno.

"Destined to Survive" was published by the
American Annenian International College. Proceeds,
~yond the cost of printing the book, will be given to
organizations sponsoring such gatherings. ,
, • The Fresno ,athering. will take place in the
Bedrosian Conference Room. Rm. 390, of the new Leon
S. Peters Business Building. The public is invited and
admission is free. Campus parking will be available in
Lot J, across from the Peters Building. for no charge.



'~UB ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAMCALIII'ORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY. II'RESNO
_ ARCHIVE - ",IE.NO. C4LII"OllNIAU7.0

SOURCE The Fresno Bee: Fresno, cA DATE October 13, 1988

SUBJECT Armenian Author Plans Fresno State PAGE 1 of 1~~~~---------Appearance

Armenian author plans
fTesno State appearance ,

Negdar Kazazian Tabibian, au.
tnor of "Destined to Survive," a 510-
l?/. of her immigration to the Unitedsm.tes from Armenia and experi.
~hces with the Armenian genocide,
will be in Fresno Monday,

Tabibian will meet with the pub-
!k at 7 p,m. in the Bedrosian Con.
wence Room, No, 390, at the Leon
~, Peters Business Building at Fres·
RP State University. The event is
.free.
--It is sponsored by the Armenian
~dies program and Armenian Stu.
~nts Organization at FSU.
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Book Tour Brings Author to Fresno
FRESNO - Author Negdar

Kazazian Tabibian will discuss
ber autobiography "Destined to
Survive," at a meeting in the
campus of California State
University, Fresno on Oct. 17 at
7 p.m.

The public gathering, spon-
sored by the Armenian Studies
Program and Armenian Students
Organization of CSUF, will meet
at the new Leon S. Peters
Business Building, Bedrosian

Conference Room, Rm. 390.
Tabibian, a survivor of the

Genocide, is currently on a tour
of major cities with Annenian
populations to promote her book,
whose proceeds, beyond the cost
of printing, will be given to
organizations sponsoring such
gatherings.

"Destined to Survive" was
, published by the American Arme-
nian internationAl College, and
chronicles Tabibian' s trek from
Van, where she was born, to
numerous way stations and even-
tually to America,

lbere is no admission charge to
. the event

, \
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Military Show by Soviets Enforces Armenian Resolve for Reunification
By Krl.Un lee

It has been widely reported that Soviet Armenia
IS ctose to revolt, a belief enforced by the Soviet
show of force in the Armenian capital of Yerevan
tate last week,

But Dr, Dickran Kouympan of the CSUF Armen-
ian Studies Department :.ays that the Armenian
people, airnough angry, have hope that through
legal means, General Secretary Mikhail Gorba-
chev will return Karabagh to Armenia,

The people of Armenia and Karabagh are ask-
ing the Soviet government to reconSider a deci-
sion made by Stalin in 1923 that gave the region of
Azerbaijan control over Karabagh, formerly under
Armenian control, said Kouymjian, who spent
four months teaching in Armenia In 1987, A peti-
tion was circulated by Armenians in Armenia and
Karabagh In 1987 asking that Karabagh be
returned to Armenian contro\.

When the unrest in Soviet Armenia began In
February 1988, Kouymjian said, Armenians had
nothing against the government. The Armenians
believed that Gorbachev and his reforms had
created an atmosphere in which open discussion
of past mistakes was welcome,

jn March, a massacre killed 26 Armenians and
six police in the town of Sumgait in Karabagh
during three days of rioting, according to Soviet
media, Kouymjian believes between 300 and 400
were killed and the riot was "probably state
directed,"

"The Turks ran wild with no police interven-
tion," said Kouymjian, Since then, 3,000 Armen-
ians have lied the Karabagh region and have gone
to Armenia; and some Turks have fled to
Azerbaijan,"

Armenians were shocked by the Sumgalt
massacre,

When Armenia first became part of the U ,S,S,R"
the small country considered itself protected by
the Soviet Union, The people no longer felt they
had to worry about being invaded or attacked by
Turks because they had the protection of a large
nation Kouymjian said, "Sumgait shattered that
instantly,"

Kouymjian said there were two main reasons
the Armenian faith in Gorbachev and the Soviet
government failed,

First, the government did little to reprimand
Azerbaijanis for the massacre,

Sumgalt was closed to everyone except resi-
dents lor two months after the tragedy, Out of the
thousands that participated in killing Armenians,
only 100 were arrested, One man, tried In June for
the killings, received only 15 years in prison, The
court that tried him was in Azerbaijan,

The second reason Armenians lost faith In the
Soviet government happened in July when the
Kremlin in Moscow formally conSidered the ques-
tion of whether Karabagh should belong to Arme-
nia, The answer was a unanimous no,

The Armenians want a change in structure,
They are asking for land allotment to return to the
way it was in 1923 when the Karabagh land, popu-
lated predominantly by Armenians, belonged to
Armenia instead of to Azerbaijan, a region popu-
lated predominantly by Turks,

Gorbachev did nothing to stop the demonstra-
tions when they first began in February of 1987,
This gave Armenians the impression that he was
on their Side and wanted to hear the people's
opinions, But the latest Soviet action has Soviet
troops and armored personnel carriers keeping a
tenuous peace In Yerevan,

Aller the Sumgait massacre, "the Western press
quickly distorted the story," said KouymJlan,

Since Azerbaijan IS mostty Moslem, and Arme-
nia and the Karabagh are mostly Christian,
Kouymjian said the papers turned the protests
into a struggle of religions when It was really a
struggte of Turks against Armenians,

Kouymjian said Western media thrive on the
idea that Soviet people dislike the Soviet govern-
ment and want to revolt against it.

"I wouldn't believe everything in the papers,"
said Kouymjian, "Papers are distorted"

John Taylor, news editor of The Fre.no Bee,
said the intern-ational news that is printed comes
Irom the Wile services, They keep the news as
accurate as pOSSible by comparing stories on the
same topic from various wire serVices,

"We take balance and fairness seriously," said

Taylor. "It is our responsibility to get the besl of
the best. We subscribe to so many services to be
fair, We have to rely on the big boys,"

The largest demonstrations in Soviet history
began after the Sumgalt massacre, numbering
100,000 to 200,000 people, An open forum began
where anyone could speak, "Like a people's
democracy," said KouymJ,an, There was no army
intervention, A general strike occurred, and every-
thing stopped, Kouymjian said this is when Gor-
bachev and the government In Moscow began to
make personal appeals to Armenians to end the
stflke

Karabagh set up a committee and sent two dele-
gates to speak with Gorbachev in Moscow: a
female poet and a male Journalist met with Gorba-
chev who asked that the demonstrations stop

By this time the demonstrations had reached
800,000 to one million people, said Kouymjlan

The population of Yerevan, the capital of Soviet
Armenia, is 1,3 million, so a demonstration of one
million is almost the entire city. said Kouymjian,

The Soviet people heard nothing of the demon-
strations unlll SIXweeks later, And when they did
report the demonstrations, they played down the
size and attributed them to "Anti-SOViet forces,"
said Kouymjlan,

Western media, said KouymJlan, reported the
demonstrations as an anti-Soviet uprising, "but It
wasn't."
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"The moment the Western press saw it was not
anti-Soviet, they lost interest even though the
demonstrations were getting larger," said
Kouymjian,

Kouymlian said Armenians still thought Gorba-
chev would agree with them il they took only legal
measures,

The leaders 01 the movement in Armenia and
Karabagh then decided how best to proceed in a
legal manner in lurthering their cause, said
Kouymjian,

The Supreme Soviet Council and Parliament of
Karabagh voted to be under Armenian lurisdlc-
tion, The Armenian Supreme Soviet Council and
Parliament met, voted, and came to the same con-
clusion,

"A republic willing to take a region and a region
willing to lain a republic," said Kouymtian, It was
all legal according to the Soviet constitution, out
the terntorlal struggle has not yet ended

Kouymjian said the reason the SOl'iet govern-
ment is not willing to change the law is because
there ISno pressure to, He said Turkey ISan ally of
the United States, and won't say anything If the
U,S S,R, is hard on the Armenians, Neither will
most of Western Europe,

The Armenians had planned to have a demon-
stration the day after the deCISion in July no mat-
ter what the outcome was, But along with the
decision, came a decree that there should be no
more demonstrations, So rather than defy the
government and risk getting thousands killed,
Yerevan became a dead city,

"Nobody came out for anything," said Kouymj-
ian, The strikes stopped everywhere except in
Karabagh, which continued to be on strike unlil
August.

Currently, there is a demonstration in Yerevan
every Friday of 100,000 to 200,000 people, Armen-
ians have fust begun to fight, said Kouymllan,

The population of Yerevan, the capital of Soviet
Armenia, is 1,3 million, so a demonstration of one
million is almost the entire city, said Kouymjian,

The Soviet people heard nothing of the demon-
strations until six weeks later. And when they did
report the demonstrations, they played do .....n the
size and attributed them to "Anti-SOViet forces,"
said Kouymjian,

Western media. said Kouymjlan. reported the
demonstrations as an anti-Soviet uprising, "but it
wasn't"

"The moment the Western press saw it was not
anti-Soviet, they lost interest even though the
demonstrations were getting larger," said
Kouymjian,

Kouymjian said Armenians still thought Gorba-
chev would agree with them il they took only legal
measures,

The leaders of the movement in Armenia and
Karabagh then decided how best to proceed In a
legal manner in furthering their cause, said
Kouymjian,

COlllinued on Ihe neXI page
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Military Show, Conllnued from poge 17

The Supreme Soviet Council
and Parliament of Karabagh
voted to be under Armenian
jurisdiction, The Armenian
Supreme Soviet Council and
Parliament met, voted, and
came to the same conclusion,

"A republic willing to take a
region and a region willing to
join a republic," said Kouymjian,
It was all legal according to the
Soviet constitution, but the terri-
torial struggle has not yet
ended,

Kouymjian said the reason the
Soviet government is not willing
to change the law is because
there is no pressure to, He said
Turkey is an ally of the United
States, and won't say anything if
the U,S,S,R, is hard on the
Armenians, Neither will most of
Western Europe,

The Armenians had planned
to have a demonstration the day
after the decision in July no mat-
ter what the outcome was, But
along with the decision, came a
decree that there should be no
more demonstrations, So rather
than defy the government and
risk gelling thousands killed,
Yerevan became a dead city,

"Nobody came out for any-
thing," said Kouymjian, The
strikes stopped everywhere
except in Karabagh, which con-
tinued to be on strike until
August

Currently, there is a demon-
stration in Yerevan every Friday
of 100,000 to 200,000 people,
Armenians have just begun to

fight, said Kouymjian,

There has bRen a change in
attitude towards the govern-
ment

"Sentiment IS nlOre than dis-
couraged. it is hostile," said
Kouymjian,

There is little they can do,
"Karabagh leaders say, 'give us
to Armenia or bring 10 the tanks,' " '
said Kouymjian, It may be the
beginning of another permanent
strike, They want to go back to
1923 and do it legally,

The government manipulated
peaceful crowds to make them
hostile, but It didn't work, said
Kouymjian,

Soviet troops are enforcing a 9
p,m,-6 a,m, curfew in Karabagh,
Demonstrators have asked local
authorities in Yerevan to hold an
emergency session to support
reunilication with Armenia, but
those demands have yet to be
answered,

"It doesn't look very good,"
said Kouymjian, relerring to the
chances of Karabagh being
given to Armenia,

"Armenians believe that they
will win because they are right.
The Armenian nation has
regained a national sense of dig-
nity and identity," said Kouymj-
ian, "Everybody in Armenia is
pro-Karabagh, For the first time,
Armenians have taken tlleir aes-
tiny into their own hallds "

Hye Sharzhoom News Service
California State Unlv., Fresno

Fresno, Ca1il,
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BELMONT, Mass. - Board
Chairman Manoog S, Young of
the National Association for
Armenian Studies and Research
will visit Armenian communities
on the West Coast during a ten-
day tour beginning Oct. 26.

Chairman Young plans to meet
with NAASR members and
friends in the various com-
munities in order to report on
NAASR's latest plans and pro-
grams to advance Annenian stu-
dies in America. He hopes to
bring about increased support for
the activities of the 34-year-old
organization. -
Public gatherings are planned

in each of the communities. In
Minneapolis Young will be
speaking under the sponsorship of
the Armenian Cultural Organiza-
tion of Minnesota on "The Im-
portance of Annenian Studies and
its Development, Status, and
Future in America, " On Nov. 1,
he will speak at a dinner meeting
at the Fresno Hilton Hotel at 7
p.m., addressing "Advancing
Annenian Studies by Meeting

NAASR's Needs." Similar
ptherings are being organized in
'the San Francisco Bay area and
Sacramento.

In the Los Angeles area, aIreception and cultural program
,has been planned jointly with the
Young Adults Group of St-
Peter's Armenian Church in Van
Nuys on Nov. 4, at 7:30 p.m,
Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Asso-
ciate Director of the Armenian
Studies PrQ&ram at California
State University, Fresno, will
also participate in the evening's
program by speaking about the
,current situation in Yerevan and
I Karabagh.
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Noontime lecture series
at Met begins thisweek

The Fresno Metropolitan Muse-
um will present UNoontime at the
Met," a weekly series of noon hour
lectures, seminars and workshops,
beginning this week

Each session will begin at noon
and will feature a 3D-minute pro-
gram that will allow time for ques-
tions or to browse through the mu-
seum, On program days, admission
betv.'een II a,m, and 2 p,m, will be
free, Those attending may take
lunch, A complimentary beverage
will be selVed,

On Thursday, Cecilia Orozco,
Fresno State University education
professor, will give an illustrated
presentation on the unusual cus-
toms and beliefs associated with the
Mexican folk holiday EI Dia de los
Muertos (Day of the Dead) in con-
junction with the Day of the Dead
exhibit on display through Nov,.zO,

Wood artist and craftsman Bill
Livingston will demonstrate basic
wood carving materials, tools and
techniques Nov, 2, The workshop
will feature examples of Living-

ston's own lathe-CalVed works, on
display through Nov. 13,

On Nov. 9, Steve Dzerigian, a
Fresno City College professor and
professional photographer, will lead
an illustrated seminar. He will dem-
onstrate the elements of good pho-
tography, discuss methods and
techniques and explain how to
achieve the best results. ,

Inscribed Armenian rugs will the
topic Nov, 16, FSU Professor of Ar-
menian Studies Dickran KOUrMlan
wt1l lead VlSltOrs through the et's
exhibition of antique inscribed Ar-
menian rugs, interpreting and ex-
plaining the role the inscriptions
have played in the Armenian cul-
ture.

.on Nov, 23, FSU baseball coach
Pete Beiden and Fresno Athletic
Hall of Fame president Tom Sum-
mers will reminisce about some of
baseball's heroes around the valley,
This will be in conjunction with the
Champions of the Valley exhibit.

Information, 441-1444.
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CSUF Students Reflect On
Soviet Armenian Trip

By Han" Mowed
Eight CSUF Studets visited Soviet

Armenia last summer and got a taste of
what it's like to be in the midst of mass
meetings involving millions of people,
according to Barlow Der Mugrdechian,
professor of Armenian Studies.

The students made a first-time trip
to Armenia, one of the IS Soviet
republics, on an eductional tour after
being invited by the Committee of
Cultural Relations with Armenians
Abroad, based in Armenia.

The time period in which the tour
took place, according to Der
Mugrdechian, was vital for the people
of Armenia, as mass demonstrations
involving 500,000 to millions of people
were taking place.

He added that these were not
typical demonstrations, but rather they
were meetings, "gatherings of all kinds
.of people. There was no shoving or
cursing in these demonstrations."

Jacqueline Sislian, president of
Armenian Student Organization, who
was part of the trip,scUd that the "trip
was good, I had an excellent time. It
:Yias really educatiC)Dal." ,

She said that before she went to
Arnlenia, she had recently learned
about the country in a dass and
everything was fresh in her mind on the

j trip.
When she saw the demonstrations,

Kat first I didn't understand what they
were demonstrating for; but when ex-
plained I understood," Sislian said.
"The demonstrations were peaceful,
there was no violence, it was really in-
teresting. "

To be on the safe side, Sislian did
~'"Ilotgo to every demonstration because
".they were so huge it was easy to lose the
~'igouP and she did not know how to
~:speak Armenian very well, she said.
! Sislian, whose f~her is an Arme-
'0 Dian, said that she "wanted to go
".because it was important to visit my
~Jatherland. lam studying about my
l~tulture and heritage, and it was great
" time to go."

t, Commenting on the Armenian
• people, she said that "The people were

the friendliest people I've ever met.
They knew we were Americans, and
they were interested in learning about
us."

Darlene Ouzounian, a graduate
Liberal Studies student whose parents
are from Armenia, was also a part of

_,the trip and said it "was excellent, Iwas
, ,skeptical about going in the beginning,
'it wasn't my expectations were."

She expected more villages, and
said she "wasn't expecting a developed
city."

Ouzounian said she met her
.,.fathers first cousin during the visit and
'«it was exciting to see them; my father

i :basn't seen them in 40 years."
~ She concluded that "It was a great
" .experience and I would do it again."
i, Most of the students on the trip,

:according to DeI- Mugrdechian, were
'Armenian-Americans.

~ was the rlrSt time that most
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of them had been overseas, and also
the first time in Armenia, an area
where their grandparents or great-
great parents lived," he said.

This was the first tour involving
students ,'{-o Atmenia uaftd ' Ber
Mugrdechian plans "to organize such
trips for 'SUcceeding years."

In 1982 DerMugrdechian took a
group of students to Jerusalem. He ad-
ded that in the future he would try to
get students to go to Armenia from all
over the United States. -;'

Students paid only their fare for
,this trip and the rest of the expenses
were picked up by the committee which
invited them over, according to Der
Mugrdechian.

The demonstrations that students
witnessed had really begun in February
of this year in response to the issue of
'Nagomo-Karabagh, 'an Azerbaijani-,
administered region whose population
is composed of Armenians.

Der Mugrdechian said that the
people of Armenia were let down by

'.Qorbachev when "'recently in July the
decision was made that the control of
Karabagh would not go to the people
of Armenia."

Gorbachev's decision "let Arme-
nians down because they were expec-
fling their demands to come true. He is
Jetting pressure to not give in."
.. Even though demonstrations were
taking place before the trip took place,
"'there was never any fear of viQlence;
we knew people who had gone there
and they said there was no violence,"
accOrding to Oer Mugrdechian.

There was no anti-American feel-
, ing among the Armenian people, Oer
"tdugrdechian and the students said.
" "People were happy to see
Americans visiting their homeland,"
Ocr Mugrdechian added.

The trip, according to Oer
:Mugrdechian, "was not simply a tour.
~We met with other students and we had
4iscussions about life in Armenia and
':they asked us what it was like to be a
student in America." •

The Dally Collegian
,CSU FrMnO

1'1 wanted to go because
b was Important to visit

my fatherland. I am
studying about my

culture and heritage,
and It was a great time

to go."
Jacqueline Slsllan,

President,' CSUF ASO

,,



--'liB ARMENIAN - ARCHIVE -
~ SOURCE Fresno Metropolitan Museum Program DATE November 1988

Schedule: Fresno, cA
SUBJECT Tour of Armenian Rugs by Dr. Dickran PAGE 1 of 1

Kouymjian of cSUF -----------------

STUDIES PROGRAM
CALIII'ORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY. II'RESNO

"'UNO. C4LII"OllNIA .a7.0

;;~:"'::t=resnoMetropolitan Museum
,;,',:", ' Presents ',' '

':"~ :,,,, ,"! '~'- ,.,' ~5·:-::·,;:'·~~·>.;;·kr-: ": 1' i.·,,-;;r..-,.... .

."NOONTIME
-i-:' -" " '"A'T '",T'H ·~E"",;MET
':The Hottest Lunch Spot Downtownt ' .·Progra~SC~edUle ...•.•

...... " ,,,,,.,,, .. >,"",' ",' I',.", -'.. ',' ".' "

;;...wednesday, November 16 ,- /<" '

E
i'ESSAGES FROM THE PAST: INSCRIBED ARMENIAN RUGS "

,;;;J2:oo-1:oo p.m., Peters Court

,

"' SUF Pro~essor Dickran KO!Jymjian. .of the Armenian Studi~s Program will. lead you through cur current exhibitlcn
:1)f antique Inscribed Armentan rugs, Interpreting and explalntng the role their mystencus InSCrlptlcnsplayed In Arme-

~,.nian culture,

Fresno
Metropolitan

, Museum
~55 Van Ness Avenue, Fresno, California 93721, (209) 441-1444
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SUBJECT ASP Banquet Turns Into Fund-raiser

Banquet
turns into
fund-raiser
$130,00J collected
for Armenian studies
By ANNE DUDLEY
Bee staff writer

An Annenian studies banquet at
Fresno State University, a fancy. ca-
tered affair that cost SJ5 a per.;on.
had seemingly little in common
with church meetings of the old
days when hard times brought ear-
ly-Fresno Armenian refugees to-
gether to pool their few dolbrs,

Yet punicipants at the banquet
Oct. 22 likene<! the glitlel)' dinner to
thosc church gatherin~s,

"There was a kind of magic that I
can't fully express," suid Dickr<.ln
I\ouymjian. director of the Arme-
nian-studies program at FSU, "Old
ladies were coming up to the front
....'th SIUO checks,"

Though not publicized as a fun-
raising event, $130,000 was collecl-
ed by the end of the evening toward
an endowed chair of Armenian
studies, The chair \\;11 enable the
university to recruit a top scholar to
teach in the Armenian-!itudies pro-
gram,

The state requires a minimum of
S300,OOO to create an endowed
chair, The program already had
535,000 in a fund staned last year
and Kouymjian said he raised an
additional 525.000 hy making calls
to potcntiol donors last weck,

Thus the fund has nearly
$200,000, And an anonymous dono-r
has s3id he will tn3tch-funds raise<!

See Armenian, Page B8

PAGE 1 of 1

Armenian
Continued from Metro page

by the community until he has giv-
en $150,000,

The donor has already matched
$65,000 raised at the dinner. Ko-
uymjian predicted the fund may
have the $300,000 within the neXl
two weeks,

wit wasn't really meant to be a
fund-raiser. but it turned out to be,"
said Richard Darmanian, director of
tne Annenian National Commit1ee
in Fresno, of the dinner,

Kouymjian said he knew some of
the money, including $50,000 from
Sarkis and Meline Kalfayan and
S3,500 from various organizations,
was coming, But the rest of it was
raised spontaneously at the dinner
and from the anonymous donor.

One single donor came forward

with SI0,000, I\ouymjian said,
"[The room] was packed. and I

said, 'I've got to make use of all this
creative energy,' " Kouymjian said,

"It was like how [it used to be] in
the church halls," he said, "People
were saying, '1 pledge this. I pledge
thaI.' Iwas just auctioning it ofL

"[FSU] President [Harold] Haak
grabbed the microphone and
pledged $1,000, The room was elec-
trified, ..

Dannanian said it reminded him
of the way money was raised
among Armenians when he was
young,

"I remember when I was a kid
and times were hard; people would
give $20, which is like $100 or $200
now," Dannanian said, "My own fa-
ther would get caught up in it when
we didn't have money for our next
loaf of bread,"
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Der Mugrdeclhjan to Show
Slides of Karabagh~Young

Speaks on NAASR

Barlow.J)er Mugrdechitan, professor of Armenian
Studies at C.S.V. Fresno. will present a slide program
of his eyewitness account of the most recent Karabagh
uprising. Professor Der Mugrdechian has visited
Annenia numecous times and is -uniquely qualified to
$hare with the Armenian community the status of the
tense situations for Soviet Annenians.

The program is sponsored by St. Peter Young
Adults Group and the National Association for Armenian
Studies and Research. It will be held Friday, Nov. 4,
1988 at 7:30 'P.m. in the St. Peter Mfti·haU, 17231
Sherman Way, Van Nuys. 1bere is no admission charge

,"and refreshments will be served.

Complementing Mr. Der Mugrdechian's slides, will
be a short presentation by Mlanoog Young, Chainnan of
NAASR. , Mr. Young's purpose in traveling from
Boston is to share with NAASR friends the immediate
and future goals of the ocganization. ,


