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Military show by Soviets enforces
Armenian resolve for reunification

By Kristin Lee
Staff reporter

It has been widely reported that
Soviet Armenia is close to revolt, a
belief enforced by the Soviet show of
force in the Armenian capital of Yere-
van late last week.

But Dr. Dickran Kouymjian of the
CSUF Armenian Studies department
says that the Armenian people, al-
though angry, have hope that through
legal means, General Secretary
Mikhail Gorbachev will return the
Karabagh to Amenia.

The people of Armenia and Kara-
bagh are asking the Soviet govern-
ment to reconsider a decision made
by Stalin in 1923 that gave the region
of Azerbaijan control over the Kara-
bagh, formerly under Armenian con-
trol, said Kouymjian, who spent four
months teaching in Armenia in 1987.

A petition was circulated by Arme-
nians in Armenia and Karabagh in
1987 asking that Karabagh be re-

turned to Armenian control,

When the unrest in Soviet Armenia
began in February 1988, Kouymjian
said, Armenians had nothing against
the government. The Armenians be-
lieved that Gorbachev and his re-
forms had created an atmosphere in
which open discussion of past mis-
takes was welcome.

In March, a massacre killed 26
Axmef : nians and six police in the town
of Sumgait in the Karabagh durin
three days of rioting, according tg
Soviet media. Kou mjian believes
betweenB300 and WO were killed
and the riot was “probably state di-
rected.”

“The Turks ran wild with no police
intervention,” said Kouymjian. Since
then, 3,000 Armenian§ have fled the
Karabagh region and have gone to
Armenia; and some Turks have fled
to Azerbaijan.

Armenians were shocked by the
Sumgait massacre.

When Armenia first became part of

_the US.S.R., the small country con-
sidered itself protected by the Soviet
Union. The people no longer felt they
had to worry about being invaded or
auacked by Turks because they had

_the protection of a large nation.
Kouymjian said, “Sumgait shattered
that instantly.”

Kouymjian said there were two
main reasons the Armenian faith in
Gorbachev and the Soviet govern-
‘ment failed.

+ First, the government did little

<reprimand Azerbaijanis for the mas-
sacre.

- Sumgait was closed to everyone

".except residents for two months after
‘the tragedy. Out of the thousands that
participated inkilling Armenians, enly

' 100 were arrested. One man, tried in

. June for killing prundsedss received
only 15 years in prison. The court that
tried him was in Azerbaijan.

The second reason Armenians lost
faith in the Soviet government hap-

- pened in July when the Kremlin in

Moscow formally considered the
question of whether Karabagh should
pelong to Armenia. The answer was
& unanimous no.

The Armenians want a change in
structure. They are asking for land
allotment 1o return to the way it was
in 1923 when the Karabagh land,
populated predominantly by Arme-
nians, belonged to Armenia instead
of to Azerbaijan, a region populated
predominantly by Turks.

Gorbachev did nothing to stop the
demonstrations when they first be-
gan in February of 1987. This gave
Armenians the impression that he
was on their side and wanted to hear
the people’s opinions. But the latest
Soviet action has Soviet troops and
armored personnel carriers keeping a
tenuous peace in Yerevan.

After the Sumgait massacre, “the
Western press quickly distorted the
story,” said Kouymjian.

Since Azerbaijan is mostly Mos-

See ARMENTIA, page 8
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-§em, and Armenia and the Karabagh
“are mostly Christian, Kouymjian said
the papers tumed the protests into a
struggle of religions when it was re-
-aly a struggle of Turks against Arme-
Kouymjian said Western media
thrive on the idea that Soviet people
dislike the Soviet government and
want to revolt against it. ’

“I wouldn’t believe everything in
the papers,” said Kouymjian. “Pa-
pers are distorted.” 7

John Taylor, news editor of The
Fresno Bee, said the international
news that is printed comes from the
wire services. They keep the news as
accurate as possible by comparing
‘stories on the same topic from vari-
<Ous wire services.

“We take balance and faimess seri-
-ously,” said Taylor. “It is our respon-
sibility to get the best of the best. We
subscribe to so many services to be
fair. We have torely on the big boys.”

The largest demonstrations in
Soviet history began after the Sumgait
massacre, numbering 100,000 to
200,000 people. An open forum began
where anyone could speak. “Like a
people’s  democracy,”  said
Kouymjian. There was no army in-
tervention. A general smklc(gcummed

everything stopped. ymjian
::‘iii this is wlfen Gorbachev and the
govemmentin Moscow began tomake
personal appeals to Armenians to end
the strike

'IheKarabaghsetwacomnﬁu_ee
and sent two delegates to speak with
Gorbachev in Moscow: a female poet
and a male journalist met with Gor-
bachev who asked that the demon-

By this time the dunonsu'a'uc_ms
had reached 800,000 to one million

people, said Kouymjian.

The population of Yerevan, the
capital of Soviet Armenia is 1.3 mil-
lion, so a demonstration of one mil-

lion is almost the entire city, said’

Kouymjian,

~The Soviet people heard nothing of
the demonstrations until six weeks
later. And when they did report the
demonstrations, they played down

the size and-attributed them to “Anti-_

Soviet forces,” said Kouymjian.

Western media, said Kouymjian,
reported the demonstrations as an
anti-Soviet uprising, “but it wasn't.”
. “The moment the Western press
saw it was not anti-Soviet, they lost
interest even though the demonstra-
tions were getting larger,” said
Kouymjian.

Kouymjian said Armenians still
thought Gorbachev would agree with
them if they took only legal measures.

The leaders of the movement in
Armenia and the Karabagh then de-
cided how best to proceed in a legal
manner in furthering their cause, said
Kouymjian,

The Supreme Soviet Council and
Parliament of Karabagh voted to be
under Armmenian jurisdiction. The
Armenian Supreme Soviet Council

- and Parliament met, voted, and came
to the same conclusion.

“A republic willing to take a region
and a region willing o join a repub-
lic,” said Kouymjian. It was all legal

I according to the Soviet constitution,
| but the territorial struggle has not yet
“m L ey L sa =
~ Kouymjian said the reason the
© Soviet government is not willing to
. Change the law is because there is no
 ‘pressure 10. He said Turkey is an ally
f -of the United States, and won’t say
" anything if the U.S.S R. ishard on the
- Armenians. Neither will most of
Western Europe.
The Armenians had planned to have
* A demonstration the day after the
--decision in July no matter what the

ouicome was. But along with the
decision, came a decree that there
should be no more demonstrations,
So rather than defy the government
and risk getting thousands killed,
Yerevan became a dead city.

_ “Nobody came out for anything,”
said Kouymjian, The strikes stopped
everywhere except in Karabagh,
which continued to be on strike until
Angust.

Currently, there is a demonstration
in Yerevan every Friday of 100,000
to 200,000 people. Armenians have
just begun to fight, said Kouymjian.

There has been a change in attitude
towards the government.

“Sentiment is more than discour-
aged, it is hostile,” said Kouymjian,

There is little they can do. “Kara-
bagh leaders say 'give us to Armenia
or bring in the tanks',” said
Kouymjian. It may be the beginning
of another permanent strike, They
want to go back to 1923 and do it

legally.

|
|

l
1

|
i
i
!

|
|

The government manipulated
peaceful crowds to make them hos-
tile, but it didn't work, said
Kouymjian.

Soviettroopsaremfomingwpm,-
6 a.m, curfew in Karabagh. Demon-
strators have asked local authorities

. in Yerevan to hold an emergency

session to support reunification with
Armenia, but those demands have yet
10 be answered.

“It doesn’t ook very good,” suid
Kouymjian, referring to the chances
of Karabagh being given t0 Armenia_

“Armenians believe that they will

=winbecanse.dlcyareﬁgh:,'me

Armenian nation has regained a na-
tional sense of dignity and identity,”

' said Kouymjian. “Everybody in

Armenia js pro-Karabagh. For the
firsttime, Armenians have taken their
destiny into their own hands.”
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ASP Annual Banquet Set for Oct. 22

FRESNO, Calif. - The Leon S. Peters Business Building and
Valley Business Center on the campus of California State Uni-
versity, Fresno will be the setting for the third annual banquet of
the Armenian Studies Program on Saturday, October 22, 1988.
The banquet proceeds will be used to fund an Endowed Chairin
Armenian Studies at CSUF. The banquet will also provide an
opportunity to tour the new offices of the Center for Armenian
Studies and Armenian Studies Program which are located in the
Peters Business Building.

The campaign for the Endowed Chair started last year with
the raising of $50,000 through the community. The goal is to
raise $300,000 to establish the Endowed Chair, which will pro-
vide the opportunity to name a distinguished scholar to the
position. v

Dr. Dickran Kouymijian, Director of the Armenian Studies
Program, has announced that Dr. Richard Pinkerton, Director
of the Valley Business Center, will deliver the keynote address
at the banquet. Dr. Pinkerton is a well-known community leader
who heads the privately funded VBC in its efforts to draw com-
munity business leaders and the university together. The VBC
conducts seminars and workshops providing expertise tor Val-
ley leaders to improve their skills.

Entertainment for the evening will be a performance of tradi-
tional Armenian dance by the Arax Armenian Dancers of
Fresno.

Tickets for the annual Banquet are available through the
Armenian Studies Program of the Armenian Students Organi-
zation. The tax-deductible donation is $35.00 per person, which
includes a social hour and an escorted tour of the new facilities.
Advance reservations only will be accepted. Reservations can
by made by calling the ASP at 284-2669.
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CSUF Armenian Studies
Program Banquet, Oct. 22

The Leon S. Peters Business
Building and Valley Business Center on
the campus of California State Univer-
sity, Fresno will be the setting for the
third annual banquet of the Armenian
Studies Program on Saturday, October
22, 1988. The banquet proceeds will be
used to fund an Endowed Chair in
Armenian Studies at CSUF. The ban-
quet will also provide an opportunity

to tour the new offices of the Center )

for Armenian Studies and Armenian
Studies Program which are located in
the Peters Business Building.

The campaign for the Endowed
Chair started last year with the raising
of $50,000 through the community.
The goal is to raise $300,000 to
establish the Endowed Chair, which

will provide the opportunity to name a

distinguished scholar to the position.

. Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Director
-of the Armenian Studies Program, has
fannounced that Dr. Richard Pinker-
#on, Director of the Valley Business
#Center, will deliver the keynote address

at the banquet. Dr. Pinkerton is a well-
known community leader who heads
the privately funded VBC in its efforts
to draw community business leaders
and the university together. The VBC
conducts seminars and workshops pro-
viding expertise for Valley leaders to
improve their skills.

Entertainment for the evening will
be a performance of traditional Arme-
nian dance by the Arax -Armenian
Dancers of Fresno. The dance troupe
returned from an educational tour of
Armenia participating in dance
workshops where they enriched their
repertoire.

Tickets for the annual Banquet are
available through the Armenian
Studies Program of the Armenian
Students Organization. The tax-
deductible donation is $35.00 per per-
son, which includes-a social hour and
an escorted tour of the new facilities.

- Advance reservations only will be ac-

cepted. Reservations can be made by
calling the ASP at (209) 2669. B
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BY HANIF MOORAD B

Staff Writer

Eight CSUF smdemsvxslted Sov1et As- '

menia - last summer‘and'got a taste of
what it's like to be in the midst of mass .
meetings involving millions of . people,
according to Barlow Der Mugrdechian,’
_professor of Armenian Studies. -

- The students made a ﬁrst-um; ﬁ‘lp to
Armenia;: one of the 15 Soviet republics,

on an educational tour after bemg invited

by the Committee of Cultural Relations
“with Armen_xans Abroad based m :

" The time penod in whxch the tour took
place according to Der Mugrdechian, was
vital for the people of Armenia, as mass
demonstrations - involving 500,000 to
.millions of people were taking place. .

- He added that these avere mot typical
.demonstrauons, but rather they were.

meetings, "gathering of all kinds of peo-
ple. There was no shoving or cursing in
these demonstrations.”

Jacqueline Sislian, president of Armcn-
ian Student Organizaticn, who was part
of the trip, said that the "trip was good, I
had an excellem time. It was really ed-

. She said 1hat before she wem 10 Armen- ‘

ia, she had recently learned about the coun- .

try in a class and cverythmg was fresh m" :

her mind on the trip. -

When she saw the demonstrauons "at
first I didn't understand what they were
demonstrating for, but when explained I
understood,” Sislian said. "The demon-
strations were peaceful, there was no vio-
lence, it was mlly interesting.”

3 4

- To be on the safe side, Sislian did not
g0 to every dcmonstraxmn “because. they.

were so huge it was easy to lose the
group and she did not know hcw m spcak\

‘Armenian very well, she said. -

-Sislian, whose father is an. Armeman,
said that she wamedtogobecausenwas
important to visit her fatherland. I-am

“studying about my culture and herxtage

\andnwasgr&tnmetogo i ,

- 'Commenting on the Ameman people,
‘she said that "The people were the friend-
liest people I've ever met. They knew we

were Americans, and they were mtcreswd

-'mlmungabanus.

Darlene Ouzounian, a graduate uberal

Smdxes student whose parents are from Ar-.
mema, was also a part of the trip and said
it "was excellent, I was skepucal about.’
going in the begmmng. n wasnt what .

my expectations were."

- She expected more vﬂIages and sald
she "wasn't expecting a developed city.” .
" ‘Ouzounian said she met her father's
first cousin during the visit and "it was ex- .
citing to see them; my far.her hasnt secn 3

them in 40 years.” - ..

She concluded that ”Il was a great ex-_':

perience and I would go again."

Most of the students on the trip, aocord- .
ing to.Der Mugr&chlan were Armcman- )

Americans. .

"This .was the ﬁxst ume that most of
memhadbeenovm andalsotheﬂrst
time in Armenia, -an.area where their

grandparems or great grandpm-ems hved "

Thxs was the f'ust wur mvolvmg stu-
dents to Armenia and Der Mugrdechxan
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(It) was excellent, I was skeptical
about going in the beginning.’

—Darlene Quzounian

pIans to orgamzz: such tnps for succccd—
ing years." '

In 1982 Der Mugrdechian took a group
of students to Jerusalem. He added that in
the future he would try to get students to
g0 10 Armenia from all over the Umtz:d
States.

Student paid only zhexr air fare for ihlS
mp and the rest of the expenses were

picked up by the committee which invited”

them over, according to Der Mugrdechian.

The demonstrations that students wit-
nessed had really begun in February of
this year in response to the issue of Kara-
bagh, a Soviet repubhc admnusxered by
lbc Soviet’s.

In 1923, Soviet dictator Ioseph Slahr
made a decision which gave the region’of
Azcrbm_;an control over the Karabagh,
formerly under Armenian control, and
now the people of Armenia want Lhe So-

viet government to reconsicer it and re-,

turn Karabagh to the Armenians.”

~ Der Mugrdechian said that whex‘}. we. g
went in June, four days later the city was

closed to tourists,” .
got out i time.~ "7

and ms group. )ust

"We stayed in Hétel Armema which is )

in the center of the city where we could
witness the dJemonstrations.”

& P!easesecJAUNT page9

JAUNT

Continued from page 3

He said that the recent changes in
Gorbachev's policies have given the peo-
ple of Armenia freedom they never had.
The people are for the first time free to ex-
press themselves, which according to Der
Mugrdechj;m they did through meetings
and in newspapers by cnucxzmg govern-
ment policies.

"Other than that there is no freedom
like it is in America,” he said..

Der Mugrdechian said that the people

of Armenia were let down by Gorbachev

when "recently in July the decision was .

made that the control of Karabagh' would

not go to the people of Armenia.” Eighty

percent of people in Karabagh are A:mex‘-
ians, but that figure is decreasmg

" Gorbachev's decision "lét Armenians
down because they were expecung ‘their

demands to come t:me ‘Heis gemng press-
ure 10 not give in."

“Even though demonstrations were
taking place before the trip took place,
"there was never any fear of violence; we
knew people who had gore there and they
said there was no wolence accordmg to
Der Mugrdechmn '

There was no anti-American feéling

among the Armenian people, Dcr Mugr-

dechian and the students said.

"Peopie were happy to see Amcncans

visiting their
Mugrdechian added.

. The mp. according to Der Mugr-

homelzmd," " Der

dechxan "was not simply a tour. We met’

with other students and we had discuss-
ions about life in Armenia and they asked
mwhatxtwastobeasmdcmm}\mcr-

ica.”
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Banquet to benefit
' Endowed Chair at CSUF

FRESNO—The Leon S. Peters Business Building and Valley Business Center on
the campus of California State University, Fresno, will be the setting for the third
annual banquet of the Armenian Studies Program on Saturday, October 22.

The banquet proceeds will be used to fund an Endowed Chair in Armenian
Studies at CSUF. .

. The campaign for the Chair started last year wrth the raising of $&) 000 through
the community. The goal is to raise $300,000.

Dr. Richard Pinkerton, Director of the Valiey Business Center, will deliver the
keynote address at the banquet.

Entertainment will be a performance of traditional Armenian dance by the Arax
Armenian Dancers of Fresno.

Tickets for the annual banquet are available through the Armenian Studies Pro-
.gram of the Armenian Students Organization. The tax-deductible donation is $35
‘which includes a social hour and an escorted tour of the new facilities. Only ad-
vance reservations will be accepted, which can be made by calling the ASP at

.{209) 294-2668. O
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Negdar Tabibian

FRESNO — Destined to sur-
vive, Negdar Kazazian Tabibian,
as a small child, herself experi-
enced all the trials and tribula-
tions that confronted survivors
of the Genocide. Now, she has
courageously written of that
experience in a new autobio-
graphy, to share her life’s
dramatic events with her readers.

Titled to reflect her fortune,
“Destined to Survive.” Mrs. Ta-
bibian’s book carries the reader
from Van, where she was born,
to numerous way-stations and
eventually to America, where

will be in Fresno on Oct. 17

she established herself as an
active member of the Armen-
ian community.

Currently on tour of a num-
ber of major cities with Armen-
ian populations, Mrs. Tabibian
will be in Fresno on Monday,
October 17 at 7:00 p.m. She
will meet with community mem-
bers to discuss her autobio-
graphy at a public gathering
sponsored by _the Armenian

Studjes Program_and Armenian

Students Organization of CSUF.

“Destined to Survive” was
published by the American Ar-

menian International College.
Proceeds, beyond the cost of
printing the book, will be given
to organizations sponsoring such
gatherings.

The Fresno gathering will
take place in the Bedrosian
Conference Room, Rm. 390,
of the new Leon S. Peters
Business Building. The public
is invited and admission is free.
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Fresno ASP Amnual Banquet on Oct. 22

FRESNO — The Leon S.
Peters Business Building and Val-
ley Business Center on the
campus of California State Uni-
“versity, Fresno, will be the set-
ting for the third annual banquet
of the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram on Saturday, October 22,
1988. The banquet proceeds
will be used to fund an Endowed
Chair in Armenian Studies at
CSUF. The banquet will also
provide an opportunity to tour
the new offices of the Center for

Armenian Studies and Armenian
Studies Program which are
located in the Peters Business
Building.

The campaign for the En-
dowed Chair started last year
with the raising of $50,000
through the community. The
goal is to raise $300,000 to
establish the Endowed Chair,
which will provide the oppor-
tunity to name a distinguished
scholar to the position.

Dr. Dickran Kouymjian, Di-

rector of the Armenian Studies
Program, has announced that
Dr. Richard Pinkerton, Director
of the Valley Business Center.
will deliver the keynote address
at the banquet. ‘

Entertainment for the eve-
ning will be a performance
of traditional Armenian dance
by the Arax Armenian Dancers
of Fresno.

Tickets for the annual Ban-
quet are available through the
Armenian Studies Program of
the Armenian Students Organi-
zation. The tax-deductible
donation is $35.00 per person.
which includes a social hour and
an escorted tour of the new
facilities. Advance reservations
only will be accepted. Reserva-'
tions can be made by calling
=the ASP at 294-2669.
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Armenian Author in
- ‘Fresno

_ Destined to survive, Negdar Kazazian Tabxb;an asa
small child, herself cxpcnenced all the trials and
tribulations that confronted survivors of the Genocide.
Now, she has courageously written of that experience in
a new autobiography, to share her hfes dramauc events
with her readers. :

. Titled to reflect her fortune "Dwtmed to Survive,”
Mrs. Tabibian's book carries the reader from Van, where
she was born, to numerous way-stations and eventually
40 America, where she established herself as an active
member of the Armenian community.

Currently on tour of a number of major cmm with
Armenian populations, Mrs. Tabibian will be in Fresno
on Monday, October 17 at 7:00 p.m. She will meet
with community members to discuss her autobiography
at a public gathering sponsored by the Armenian Studies
Program and Armenian Students Organization of CSUF
Fresno.

"Destined to Survive” was published by the

American Armenian International Coliege. Proceeds,
beyond the cost of priming the book, will be given to
erganizations sponsoring such gatherings.
* “The Fresno gatherings will take place in the
Bedrosian Conference Room, Rm. 390, of the new Leon
S. Peters Business Building. The public is invited and
admission is free. Campus parking will be available in
Lot J, across from the Peters Building, for no charge.
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Armenian author plans
Fresno State appearance

Negdar Kazazian Tabibian, au-
thor of “Destined to Survive,” a sto-
ry.of her immigration to the United
States from Armenia and experi-
ehces with the Armenian genocide,
will be in Fresno Monday.

- Tabibian will meet with the pub-
le at 7 p.m. in the Bedrosian Con-
fgrence Room, No. 390, at the Leon
8. Peters Business Building at Fres-
Ro State University. The event is
{ree

Tt is sponsored by the Armenian
studies program and Armenian Stu-
dents Organization at FSU.
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Book Tour Brings Author to Fresno

FRESNO - Author Negdar
Kazazian Tabibian will discuss
her autobiography ‘‘Destined to
Survive,”’ at a meeting in the
campus of California State
University, Fresno on Oct. 17 at
7 p.m.

The public gathering, spon-
sored by the Armenian Studies
Program and Armenian Students
Organization of CSUF, will meet
at the new ieon S. Peters
Business Building, Bedrosian

Conference Room, Rm. 390.

Tabibian, a survivor of the
Genocide, is currently on a tour
of major cities with Armenian
populations to promote her book,
whose proceeds, beyond the cost
of printing, will be given to
organizations sponsoring such
gatherings.

“‘Destined to Survive’ was

* published by the American Arme-

nian International College, and
chronicles Tabibian’s trek from
Van, where she was born, to

_numerous way stations and even-

tually to America.
There is no admission charge to

" the event.

by
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Military Show by Soviets Enforces Armenian Resolvé for Reunification

By Kristin Lee

It has been widely reported that Soviet Armenia
is close o revolt, a belief enforced by the Soviet
show of force in the Armenian capital of Yerevan
late last week.

But Dr. Dickran Kouymjian of the CSUF Armen-
ian Studies Department says that the Armenian
people, antiough angry, have hope that through
legal means, General Secretary Mikhail Gorba-
chev will return Karabagh to Armenia.

The people of Armenia and Karabagh are ask-
ing the Soviet government to reconsider a deci-
sion made by Stalin in 1923 that gave the region of
Azerbaijan control over Karabagh, formerly under
Armenian control, said Kouymjian, who spent
four months teaching in Armenia in 1987. A peti-
tion was circulated by Armenians in Armenia and
Karabagh in 1987 asking that Karabagh be
returned to Armenian control.

When the unrest in Soviet Armenia began in
February 1988, Kouymjian said, Armenians had
nothing against the government. The Armenians
believed that Gorbachev and his reforms had
created an atmosphere in which open discussion
of past mistakes was welcome.

In March, a massacre killed 26 Armenians and
six police in the town of Sumgait in Karabagh
during three days of rioting, according to Soviet
media. Kouymjian believes between 300 and 400
were killed and the riot was “probably state
directed.”

“The Turks ran wild with no police interven-
tion,” said Kouymjian. Since then, 3,000 Armen-
ians have fled the Karabagh regionand have gone
to Armenia; and some Turks have fled to
Azerbaijan.”

Armenians were shocked by the Sumgait
massacre.

When Armenia first became partofthe U.S.S.R.,
the small country considered itself protected by
the Soviet Union. The people no longer felt they
had to worry about being invaded or attacked by
Turks because they had the protection of a large
nation. Kouymjian said, “Sumagait shattered that
instantly.”

Kouymjian said there were two main reasons
the Armenian faith in Gorbachev and the Soviet
government failed

First, the government did little to reprimand
Azerbaijanis for the massacre.

Sumgait was closed to everyone except resi-
dents for two months after the tragedy. Out of the
thousands that participated in killing Armenians,
only 100 were arrested. One man, tried in June for
the killings, received only 15 years in prison. The
court that tried him was in Azerbaijan.

The second reason Armenians lost faith in the
Soviet government happened in July when the
Kremlinin Moscow formally considered the ques-
tion of whether Karabagh should belong to Arme-
nia. The answer was a unanimous no.

The Armenians want a change in structure.
They are asking for land allotment to return to the
way it was in 1823 when the Karabagh land, popu-
lated predominantly by Armenians, belonged to
Armenia instead of to Azerbaijan, a region popu-
lated predominantly by Turks.

Gorbachev did nothing to stop the demonstra-
tions when they first began in February of 1987.
This gave Armenians the impression that he was
on their side and wanted to hear the people’s
opinions. But the latest Soviet action nas Soviet
troops and armored personnel carriers keeping a
tenuous peace in Yerevan.

After the Sumgait massacre, "the Western press
quickly distorted the story,” said Kouymjian

Since Azerbaijan is mostly Moslem, and Arme-
nia and the Karabagh are mostly Christian,
Kouymjian said the papers turned the protests
into a struggle of religions when it was really a
struggle of Turks against Armenians.

Kouymjian said Western media thrive on the
idea that Soviet people dislike the Soviet govern-
ment and want to revolt against it.

“| wouldn't believe everything in the papers,”
said Kouymjian. "Papers are distorted.”

John Taylor, news editor of The Fresno Bee,
said the intermational news thatis printed comes
from the wire services. They keep the news as
accurate as possible by comparing stories on the
same topic from various wire services.

“We take balance and fairness seriously,” said

Taylor. "It is our responsibility to get the best of
the best. We subscribe to so many services to be
fair. We have to rely on the big boys.”

The largest demonstrations in Soviet history
began after the Sumgait massacre, numbering
100,000 to 200,000 people. An open forum began
where anyone could speak. "Like a people’s
democracy,” said Kouymijian. There was no army
intervention. A general strike occurred, and every-
thing stopped. Kouymjian said this is when Gor-
bachev and the government in Moscow began 10
make personal appeals to Armenians to end the
strike.

Karabagh set upa committee and senttwo dele-
gates to speak with Gorbachev in Moscow: a
female poet and a male journalistmet with Gorba-
chev who asked that the demonstrations stop.

By this time the demonstrations had reached
800,000 to one million people, said Kouymjian

The population of Yerevan, the capital of Soviet
Armenia, is 1.3 million, so a demonstration of one
million is almost the entire city, said Kouymjian.

The Soviet people heard nothing of the demon-
strations until six weeks later. And when they did
report the demonstrations, they played down the
size and atltributed them to "Anti-Soviet forces,”
said Kouymjian

Western media, said Kouymjian, reported the
demonstrations as an anti-Soviet uprising, "but it
wasn't.”
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“The moment the Western press saw it was not
anti-Soviet, they lost interest even though the
demonstrations were getting larger,” said
Kouymjian.

Kouymjian said Armenians still thought Gorba-
chev would agree with them if they took only legal
measures.

The leaders of the movement in Armenia and
Karabagh then decided how best 10 proceed in a
legal manner in furthering their cause, said
Kouymjian.

The Supreme Soviet Council and Parliament of
Karabagh voted to be under Armenian jurisdic-
tion. The Armenian Supreme Soviet Council and
Parliament met, voted, and came to the same con-
clusion.

A republic willing to take a region and aregion
willing to join a republic,” said Kouymjian. It was
all legal according to the Soviet constitution, put
the territorial struggle has not yet ended.

Kouymjian said the reason the Soviet govern-
ment is not willing to change the law is because
there is no pressure to. He said Turkhey isan ally of
the United States, and won't say anything if the
U.S.S.R. is hard on the Armenians. Neither will
most of Western Europe.

The Armenians had planned to have a demon-
stration the day after the decision in July no mat-
ter what the outcome was. But along with the
decision, came a decree that there should be no
more demonstrations. So rather than defy the
government and risk getting thousands killed,
Yerevan became a dead city.

“Nobody came out for anything," said Kouymj-
jan. The strikes stopped everywhere excepl in
Karabagh, which continued to be on strike until
August.

Currently, there is a demonstration in Yerevan
every Friday of 100,000 to 200,000 people. Armen-
ians have just begun to fight, said Kouymjian.

The population of Yerevan, the capital of Soviet
Armenia, is 1.3 million, so a demonstration of one
million is almost the entire city, said Kouymjian.

The Sovietl people heard nothing of the demon-
strations until six weeks later. And when they did
report the demonstrations, they played down the
size and attributed them to “Anti-Soviet forces,”
said Kouymjian.

Western media, said Kouymjian, reported the
demonstrations as an anti-Soviet uprising, “but it
wasn't.”

“The moment the Western press saw it was not
anti-Soviet, they lost interest even though the
demonstrations were getting larger,” said
Kouymijian.

Kouymijian said Armenians still thought Gorba-
chev would agree with them if they took only legal
measures.

The leaders of the movement in Armenia and
Karabagh then decided how best to proceed In a
legal manner in tfurthering their cause, said
Kouymjian.

Continued on the next page

Milltary Show . continued Jrom page 17

The Supreme Soviet Council
and Parliament of Karabagh
voted to be under Armenian
jurisdiction. The Armenian
Supreme Soviet Council and
Parliament met, voted, and
came to the same conclusion.

“A republic willing to take a
region and a region willing to
join arepublic,” said Kouymjian.
It was all legal according to the
Soviet constitution, but the terri-
torial struggle has not vyet
ended.

Kouymjian said the reason the
Soviet government is not willing
to change the law is because
there is no pressure to. He said
Turkey is an ally of the United
States, and won't say anything if
the U.S.S.R. is hard on the
Armenians. Neither will most of
Western Europe.

The Armenians had planned
to have a demonstration the day
after the decisionin July no mat-
ter what the outcome was. But
along with the decision, came a
decree that there should be no
more demonstrations. So rather
than defy the government and
risk getting thousands killed,
Yerevan became a dead city.

"Nobody came out for any-
thing,” said Kouymjian. The
strikes stopped everywhere
except in Karabagh, which con-
tinued to be on strike until
August.

Currently, there is a demon-
stration in Yerevan every Friday
of 100,000 to 200,000 people.
Armenians have just begun to

fight, said Kouymjian.

There has been a change in
attitude towards the govern-
ment.

“Sentiment s more than dis-
couraged, it is hostile,” said
Kouymijian.

There is little they can do.
“Karabagh leaders say, ‘give us
to Armenia or bring in the tanks, "
said Kouymjian. It may be the
beginning of another permanent
strike. They want to go back to
1923 and do it legally.

The government manipulated
peaceful crowds to make them
hostile, but it didn't work, said
Kouymjian.

Soviettroops are enforcinga 9
p.m.-6 a.m. curfew in Karabagh.
Demonstrators have asked local
authoritiesin Yerevan to holdan
emergency session to support
reunification with Armenia, but
those demands have yet to be
answered.

“It doesn't look very good,”
said Kouymijian, referring to the
chances of Karabagh being
given to Armenia.

“Armenians believe that they
will win because they are right.
The Armenian nation has
regained a nationalsense of dig-
nity and identity,” said Kouymj-
ian. "Everybody in Armenia is
pro-Karabagh. For the firsttime,
Armenians have taken their ges-
tiny into their own hands "

Hye Sharzhoom News Service
California State Univ., Fresno
' Fresno, Calll.
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BELMONT, Mass. - Board
Chairman Manoog S. Young of
the National Association for
Armenian Studies and Research
will visit Armenian communities
on the West Coast during a ten-
day tour beginning Oct. 26.

Chairman Young plans to meet
with NAASR members and
friends in the various com-
munities in order to report on
NAASR’s latest plans and pro-
grams to advance Armenian stu-
dies in America. He hopes to
bring about increased support for
the activities of the 34-year-old
organization.

Public gatherings are planned
in each of the communities. In
Minneapolis Young will be
speaking under the sponsorship of
the Armenian Cultural Organiza-
tion of Minnesota on ‘‘The Im-
portance of Armenian Studies and
its Development, Status, and
Future in America.”” On Nov. 1,
he will speak at a dinner meeting
at the Fresno Hilton Hotel at 7
p.m., addressing *‘Advancing
Armenian Studies by Meeting

NAASR’s Needs.’’ Similar
fgatherings are being organized in
the San Francisco Bay area and
Sacramento.

~ In the Los Angeles area, a
reception and cultural program
' has been planned jointly with the
Young Adults Group of St.
Peter’s Armenian Church in Van
Nuys on Nov. 4, at 7:30 p.m.
Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Asso-
ciate Director of the Armenian
Studie ifornia
State University, Fresno, will
also participate in the evening’s
program by speaking about the
current situation in Yerevan and
‘Karabagh.
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of Armenian Rugs

Noontime lecture series
at Met begins this week

The Fresno Metropolitan Muse-
um will present “Noontime at the
Met,” a weekly series of noon hour
lectures, seminars and workshops,
beginning this week.

Each session will begin at noon
and will feature a 30-minute pro-
gram that will allow time for ques-
tions or to browse through the mu-
seum. On program days, admission
between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. will be
free. Those attending may take
lunch. A complimentary beverage
will be served.

On Thursday, Cecilio Orozco,
Fresno State University education
professor, will give an illustrated
presentation on the unusual cus-
toms and beliefs associated with the
Mexican folk holiday El Dia de los
Muertos (Day of the Dead) in con-
junction with the Day of the Dead
exhibit on display through Nov. 20.

Wood artist and craftsman Bill
Livingston will demonstrate basic
wood carving materials, tools and
techniques Nov. 2. The workshop
will feature examples of Living-

_ston’s own lathe-carved works, on

display through Nov. 13.

On Nov. ‘9, Steve Dzerigian, a
Fresno City College professor and

* professional photographer, will lead

an illustrated seminar. He will dem-
onstrate the elements of good pho-
tography, discuss methods and
techniques and explain how to
achieve the best results.

Inscribed Armenian rugs will the
topic Nov. 16. FSU Professor of Ar-
menian Studies Dickran Kouymjian
will Tead visitors through the %et‘s
exhibition of antique inscribed Ar-
menian rugs, interpreting and ex-
plaining the role the inscriptions

have played in the Armenian cul-
ture.

On Nov. 23, FSU baseball coach
Pete Beiden and Fresno Athletic
Hall of Fame president Tom Sum-
mers will reminisce about some of
baseball’s heroes around the valley.
This will be in conjunction with the
Champions of the Valley exhibit.

Information, 441-1444.
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CSUF Students Reflect On

Soviet Armenian Trip

By Hanif Mourad

Eight CSUF Studets visited Soviet

Armenia last summer and got a taste of

“what it’s like to be in the midst of mass
meetings involving millions of people,
according to Barlow Der Mugrdechian,
professor of Armenian Studies.

The students made a first-time trip
to Armenia, one of the 15 Soviet
republics, on an eductional tour after
being invited by the Committee of
Cultural Relations with Armenians
Abroad, based in Armenia.

The time period in which the tour
took place, according to Der
Mugrdechian, was vital for the people
of Armenia, as mass demonstrations
involving 500,000 to millions of people
were taking place.

He added that these were not
typical demonstrations, but rather they
were meetings, “gatherings of all kinds
of people. There was no shoving or
cursing in these demonstrations.”

Jacqueline Sislian, president of
Armenian Student Organization, who
was part of the trip, said that the “trip
-was good, 1 had an excellent time. It
‘was really educational.” - 4

She said that beforc she went to
Armenia, she had recently learned
about the country in a class and
everything was fresh in her mind on the

. trip.
. When she saw the demonstrations,
“at first I didn’t understand what they
were demonstrating for, but when ex-
plained I understood,” Sislian said.
“The demonstrations were peaceful,
there was no violence, it was really in-
teresting.”

To be on the safe side, Sislian did
-not go to every demonstration because
. they were so huge it was easy to lose the
~.group and she did not know how to
" speak Armenian very well, she said.
Sislian, whose father is an Arme-
“ pian, said that she “wanted to go
> because it was important to visit my
¢ fatherland. I am studying about my
g"‘culture and heritage, and it was great
* time to go.”
i Commenting on the Armenian
* people, she said that “The people were
the friendliest people I've ever met.
They knew we were Americans, and
they were interested in learning about
us.”
~ Darlene Ouzounian, a graduate
" Liberal Studies student whose parents
~are from Armenia, was also a part of
.. the trip and said it “was excellent, I was
- skeptical about going in the beginning,
it wasn’t my expectations were.”
. She expected more villages, and
said she “wasn’t expecting a developed
- city.”
5 Ouzounian said she met her
_father’s first cousin during the visit and
"%t was exciting to see them; my father
{ “hasn’t seen them in 40 years.”
| She concluded that “It was a great
experience and 1 would do it again.”
“ Most of the students on the trip,
according to Der Mugrdechian, were
 Armenian-Americans.
_ “This was the first time that most
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Trip

Gorbachev’s decision “let Arme-
nians down because they were expec-
#ing their demands to come true. He is
_getting pressure to not give in.”
¥ Even though demonstrations were

[
I wanted to go because taking place before the trip took place,

it was important to visit “there was never any fear of violence;
we knew people who had gone there
my fatherland. Iam and they said there was no violence,”

studying about my according to Der Mugrdechian.
There was no anti-American feel-
culture and heritage, ing among the Armenian people, Der

and it was a great time "Mugrdechian and the students said.
9 : “People were happy to see
to go. Americans visiting their homeland,”
Jacqueline Sislian, 'Der Mugrdechian added.

President, CSUF ASO ‘ The trip, according to Der

. Mugrdechian, “was not simply a tour.
. We met with other students and we had
wdiscussions about life in Armenia and
“they asked us what it was like to be a
; student in America.” B
of them had been overseas, and also § The Daily Collcgian
the first time in Armenia, an area B e . _C8U Fresno
where their grandparents or great-
greatparents lived,” he said.
~This was the first tour involving
students to Armenia ~and Der
Mugrdechian plans “to organize such
trips for succeeding years.”
In 1982 Der Mugrdechian took a
group of students to Jerusalem. He ad-
ded that in the future he would try to
get students to go to Armenia from all
over the United States. &
Students paid only their fare for
‘this trip and the rest of the expenses
were picked up by the committee which
invited them over, according to Der
Mugrdechian. ' .
The demonstrations that students
witnessed had really begun in February
of this year in response to the issue of
‘Nagorno-Karabagh, an Azerbaijani-.
administered region whose population !
is composed of Armenians.
Der Mugrdechian said that the
people of Armenia were let down by
~Gorbachev when “recently in July the
decision was made that the control of
Karabagh would not go to the people
of Armenia.”
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“Fresno Metropolitan Museum
- . Presents -

NOONTIME

£ AT THE MET
_The Hottest Lunch Spot Downtown

Program Schedule

Wednesday, November 16
?NESSAGES FROM THE PAST: INSCRIBED ARMEN!AN RUGS
.12:00-1:00 p.m., Peters Court o
CSUF Professor Dickran Kouymyjian of the Armenian Studies Program will lead you through our current exhibition
~of antique inscribed Armenian rugs mterpretmg and explaining the role their mysterious inscriptions played in Arme-

g-nian culture.

Fresno

Metropolitan

, Museum ‘

%555 van Ness Avenue, Fresno, California 93721, {208) 441-1444
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Banquet
turns into
fund-raiser

$130,000 collected
for Amenian studies

By ANNE DUDLEY
Bee staft writer

An Armenian studies banquet at
Fresno State University. a fancy, ca-
tered affair that cost $35 a person,
had seemingly little in common
with church meetings of the old
days when hard times brought ear-
ly-Fresno Armenian refugees to-
gether to pool their few dollars.

Yet participants at the banquet
Oct. 22 likened the glittery dinner to
those church gatherings.

“There was a kind of magic that |
can't fully express.” suid Dickran
Kouymjian, director of the Arme-
nian-studies program at ¥SU. “Old
ladies were coming up to the front
with $100 checks.”

Though not publicized as a fun-
raising event, $130.000 was collect-
ed by the end of the evening toward
an endowed chair of Armenian
studies. The chair will enable the
university to recruit a top scholar to
teach in the Armenian-studies pro-
gram.

The state requires a minimum of
$300,000 to create an endowed
chair. The program already had
$35,000 in a fund started last year
and Kouvmjian said he raised an
additional 825,000 by making calls
10 potential donors last week.

Thus the fund has nearly
$200.000. And an anonymous donor
has said he will match funds raised

See Armenian, Page B3

Armenian

Continued from Metro page

by the community until he has giv-
en $150,000.

“The donor has already matched
$65,000 raised at the dinner. Ko-
uymjian predicted the fund may
have the $300,000 within the next
two weeks.

“It wasn't really meant to be a
fund-raiser, but it turned out to be,”
said Richard Darmanian, director of
the Armenian National Committee
in Fresno, of the dinner.

Kouymjian said he knew some of

‘the money, including $50,000 from

Sarkis and Meline Kalfayan and
$3,500 from various organizations,
was coming. But the rest of it was
raised spontaneously at the dinner
and from the anonymous donor.

"One single donor came forward

with $10,000, Kouymjian said.

“[The room] was packed, and |
said, ‘I've got to make use of all this
creative energy,’ ” Kouymjian said.

“It was like how [it used to bej in
the church halls,” he said. “People
were saying, ‘I pledge this, I pledge
that.” I was just auctioning it off.

“|FSU] President [Harold] Haak
grabbed the microphone and
pledged $1,000. The room was elec-
trified.”

Darmanian said it reminded him
of the way money was raised
among Armenians when he was
young.

“l remember when | was a kid
and times were hard; people would
give $20, which is like $100 or $200
now,” Darmanian said. “My own fa-
ther would get caught up in it when
we didn’t have money for our next
loaf of bread.”
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Der Mugrdechian to Show
Slides of Karabagh',Young
Speaks on NAASR

Barlow_Der Mugrdechian, professor of Armenian
Studies at C.S.U. Fresno, will present a slide program
of his eyewitness account of the most recent Karabagh
uprising. Professor Der Mugrdechian has visited
Armenia numerous times and is-uniquely qualified to
share with the Armenian community the status of the
tense situations for Soviet Armenians.

The program is sponsored by St. Peter Young
Adults Group and the National Association for Armenian
Studies and Research. It will be held Friday, Nov. 4,
1988 at 7:30 p.m. in the St. Peter Mini-hall, 17231
Sherman Way, Van Nuys. There is no admission charge

“and refreshments will be served.

Complementing Mr. Der Mugrdechian's slides, will
be a short presentation by Manoog Young, Chairman of
'NAASR.  Mr. Young's purpose in traveling from
Boston is to share with NAASR friends the immediate
and future goals of the organization. ,



