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Bendetsen described it as actually “calling for the immediate evacuation of

all Japanese from the Pacific coastal stfip including Japanese citizens of the
age of 21 and under, and calling for an Executive order of the President, im-

posing full responsibility and authority (with power to requisition the

services of other Federal agencies) upon_the War Department.” ?* He also

reported the recommendations as adopted to General DeWitt, who ex-

pressed general approval of them despite some technical objections. After

thie Congressional meeting its chairman, Representative Clarence F. Lea,

formall i k-

The next day, in reflecting on these recommendations, General DeWitt

recorded this opinion:

As a matter of fact, the steps now being taken by the Attorney General through
the F.B.I. will do nothing more than exercise a controlling influence and preventive

action against sabotage; it will not, in my opinion, be able to stop it. The only positi
answer to this question is evacuation of all enemy aliens from the 'West Coast and
resettlement or internment under positive control, military or otherwise,?®

What he wanted, he told Major Bendetsen, was the removal of German and
Italian aliens as well as all J—aginese residents and he wanted all evacuees
from any one i m at t ime.*

The Department of Justice in the meantime had agreed informally to
accept _General DeWitt's initial recommendation fori restricted areas in
California, and it was preparing to carry out this and other aspects of the
Talien control program. On 28 January it announced the appointment of
Thomas C. Clark as Co-ofdinator of the Alien Enemy Control Program

“within the Western Defense Command, and Mr. Clark arrived on the scene
of action on the following day. On 29 January Justice made its first public
announcement about the restricted Category A areas that were to be cleared
of enemy aliens by 24 February.®

As a result of the Congressional recommendations and other develop-
ments, Attorney General Biddle asked War Department representatives to
attend a meeting in his office on Saturday afternoon, 1 February. There he
presented them with the draft of a press release to be issued jointly by the
Justice and War Departments, indicating agreement on all alien control
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