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B O O K E N D S

Last Two Plays of William
Saroyan Newly Published
FRESNO—The last two W ARSAW VIS]TOR

plays of William Saroyan,
Warsaw Visitor and Tales
#oraay Vighorand Talee 32> [R1ES FROM N{EVIENNA STREETS
will be available next
week in a publication
from the California State .
University Press.
Edited by Dickran

~ Kouymijian, the volume
also contains an extensive
introduction and more
than 50 photographs.

The plays, written in
1980, were the last of
Saroyan’s life. Kouymjian
notes in the Preface that
“although different in
style, theme, and length
they have a special kin-
ship, belonging as they
do to Saroyan’s own ex-
periences during that final
year... These plays,
however, are in No sense
autcbiography in conver-
sational form; they are
vital theatrical pieces writ-
ten to be performed.”

EDITED AND WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY
Both plays employ DICKRAN KOUYMHAN

unorthodox styles and
tackle controversial themes: Death {mirroring his own, by cancer) in Warsaw Visitor

and homosexuality in Tales from the Vienna Streets. " Clearly Saroyan'’s theater
was never conventional nor conformist,” comments the editor.

Kouymiian, holder of the Haig and Isabel Berberian Chair of Armenian Studies
at California State University, Fresno, has taught Saroyan courses at universities
in France, the Soviet Union, and the United States.

To order, contact the California State University Press at Maple and Shaw
Avenues, Fresno, CA 93740; (209) 278-7082. O
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Fresno Armenian Program’'s Banguet

Honors Retiring University President

Fresno, CA — Over one hun-
dred people gathered on Sunday,
December 9, to pay tribute to Dr.
Harold Haak, President of
California State University,
Fresno, for his eleven years of
dedication and accomplishments
on behalf of the University's
Armenian Studies Program.

President Haak, who is retiring
at the end of this academic year,

By Armen Aghishian

Prof. Barlow Der Mugurdechian (r.) with a guest.

is a long-standing friend and sup-
porter of the Fresno Armenian
community and the University's
Armenian Studies Program. A
few of his most far reaching con-
tributions were the appointment
of Dr. Dickran Kouymjian to the
Berberian Endowment Chair,
and the creation of the Sahatdjian
Library in the Center for Arme-
nian Studies. He also initiated an

Over one hundred guests attended the banquet.

away.

experienced.

John Philip Maroot, Cal State, |

exchange program with Yerevan
State University which is
presently still in the development
stages.

Introductions were made by
Prof. Barlow Der Mugurdechian
who read a letter sent by Dickran
Kouymjian from Paris where he
is on sabbatical. In the letter, Dr.
Kouymjian expressed the sadness
he felt over the news of Dr.
Haak's retirement. Dr. Juditch
Kulpers, vice-president for
Academic Affairs, also praised
the retiring President for his ex-
cellent service to the Armenian
students and to the University in
general.

Dr. Haak gave a short, enter-
taining speech about his pending
departure from the University.
He explained that he felt satisfied
with the contributions he had
made and was now ready to
move on. He also reminisced
about the unsuccessful attempt
he made to visit Yerevan last
year. According to him, red tape
and political hindrances kept him

In addition to honoring Dr.
Haak, the Armenian Studies
Department also used their ban-
quet to introduce the recently
published book containing
William Saroyan's last two plays.

The two plays, "Warsaw
Visitor’” and ''Tales From the
Vienna Streets,”” were written
during the last summer of
Saroyan's life — the summer of
1980. “Warsaw Visitor' deals
with critical issues regarding
solitude and survival. "'Tales
From the Vienna Streets' reveals

The 223-page book is the se-
cond in a theatre series by
William Saroyan. The first was
“An Armenian Trilogy.” The
plays were edited and an in-
troduction was written by
Dickran Kouymjian, director of
the Armenian Studies Depart-
ment at Cal State, Fresno. '

The book, published by The
Press at Cal State, Fresno, is
available in cloth, $23.95, and
paperback, $13.95. Write to The
Press at California State Univer-
sitv, Fresno, CA 93740, or call
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Requiem pour Paradjanoy

Réflexions @ propos d'un collage

Quand j’ai reva Serguei Paradjanov &
Thilissi en mai 1987, il m’a offert un col-
lage posé de photographies découpé
C'était si bien fait qu'a premiére vue il
m’a été difficile de déchiffrer les divers
éléments juxtaposés, empreints i la fois
de réalisme et de surréalisme.

Au bas de ce collage de vingt centi-
métres. sur trente, six musiciens d’ige
mar sont assis sur de simples chaises en
bois. Chacun tient i la main un instru-
ment caucasien ; de gauche i droite : un
tambour, quatre flites en bois, des zour-
nas, ble-t-il. et un ké ha. lls re-
gardent gravement, droit devant eux. Six
portraits — une jeune fermme et cing en-
fants — frolent la téte de chacun d’eux.
Est-ce une salle de concert? Une galerie,
le soir d’un vernissage? Sont-ils Géorgiens
ou Armeéniens? Estce i Tiflis ou & Eré-
van? Derriére ces musiciens hiératiques,
le pan d’une facade en bois sculpté. de
style néo-baroque. forme un fond archi-
tectural a deux niveaux. Dans la partie
supérieure s’ouvre une fenétre ou apps-
rait Serguei Paradjanov (en couleurs, en
contraste avec le reste qui est en noir et
blanc) a la barbe toute blanche. Le vi-
sage serein, il regarde aussi devant lui,

-tout comme les musiciens. Il porte & la

main une cruche d’oa jaillit un bouquet
de roses rouges.

Tous sont absorbés dans le méme spec-
tacle. Mais que se pawe-t-il? En me don-
nant ce tableau, l'artiste a écrit au dos
une dédicace en ruse : «Requiem». Un
souvenir pour Tigran — Serguei Paradja-
nov. Tiflis. 24 mai. Eté 1987». 1l m’a
expliqué en détail qu'il s’y est représenté
en tant qu'étre vivant. participant active-
ment a ses propres funérailles Les musi-
ciens sont la pour pleurer son départ.

Comyment ne pas penser a cette ceuvre
maintenant que Paradjanov nous a quit-
tés? Cette fantasmagorie est devenue au-
jourd'hui réalité parce qu'il a bel et bien
aasisté a ses obséques. Des musiciens v
“étaient présents. comme il l'avait sou-
haité. Dans le cercueil. son visage était
toutefois plus grave. Il avait perdu la

tranquillité apparents qu'il avait & I"Hopi-

. tal Saint-Louis de Paris et sur de collage.

Tl ¢était, eependant. préparé i la mort
longtemps avant qu'elle ne survieame. Ce
collage nous méne & 1'imaginer, en tant
que citoyea ordinaire, unc gerbe de fleurs
3 la main; mélé a la foule de mulliers
d’admirateurs rendant hommage &
P artiste-cinéaste, lors des diverses étapes
de ses funérailles & Erévan. .
Aun-dessous de la dédicace, il a signé
«Serguei» une seconde fois, d’une maniére
phus stylisée cette fois, et il a dessing son
autoportrait  biographique, . c'est--dire
une sorte d’embléme de sa vie. Son profid
est surmonts d’une suréole, et le visage
entier est traversé par trois lignes paral-
Jeles. fils de fer barbelés représentant ses

par Dikran KOUYMJIAN

trois emprisonnements. Paradjamov sppa-
rait done comme un prisonier sanctifié,
son' nimbe confirmsnt sa onisation,

' pourrait-on dire. Plus bas, un quatriéme

ﬁl,p}memt,eueonyéparunepnirede

" ciseanx symbolisant sa eréativité qui I'a

Emtre la sigr e de son pré et son
profil, se détachent ume étoile @ cing

branches qui est son porte-bonheur, et

une sorte de cercle barbelé, i l'intérieur
duqnolneuwnnnen:hediﬁuequ’il
a faite en enduisant son pouce d’encre
puis en le pressant sur le carton, imitant
ximilegeneqneehlqmdémenlomi
de faire. Qm&ihﬁmmondie,ellc

est son ccenr qui encercle cette empreinte .

digitale afin d'en atténuer, d’en hums-
niser 1’¢vocation sinistre, _ . .
Que de fois I'ai-je vu exécuter au prin

familier grice aux dessins faits en prison
et envoyés notamment en France a ses
amis qui esayaient d’oblenir sa libé-
ration ! v

« Image a 1n Tois triste et pleine d’espoir!
Serguei Paradjanov en était le reflet
exact. Ni heureux ni morose, mais tou-
jours content et joyeux en apparence. Ses
rares coléres se ifestaient & I’ re
des systémes et des institutions, rarement
a I'égard des individus. e
Paradjanov débordait non’ sealement de
force créatrice, mais aussi d’énergie phy-

sique. Toujours en mouvement, il pos-

sédait un pouvoir extraordinaire de con-

' centration ; en quelques secondes, & 'aide

de chiffons, de débris, il pouvalt créer une
mosaique, Tm collage, une ichne, ou le

. petit modéle d’un costume pour son pro-

chain film. Clest de cette maniére que
beaucoup de ses chefs d’ccuvre omt été

congus. Les pierres, les échantillons de -

tissu, les objets jetés, tout était destiné
In eréation. Il attachait de la valeur a tout

. ¢e qui existait, et, en utilisant des rebuts,
il revalorisait les éléments banmx de la

vie quotidierme, cenx auxquels nous ne
prétons plus attention. 5.

Clest pourquoi, en sa compagnie, on
ressentait de la joie, une excitation faite
de plaisir pur, un bien-étre totall On ou-

_ blisit le reste. La force de cette énergie

eréatrice attirait vers lui toat le.monde. 11
n’éait nullement intéressd par la posses-
sion : ni celle des gens, ni celle des biens,
alors qu'il lui aurait été facile de les avoir.
Ses voisins pauvres et presque illettrés lui
éaient plus chers que certaines grandes
és. o

Quant & sa gmtille-é, elle &ait cons-
tante et som hospitalits était 1égendaire.
Dens sa chambre de I'Hétel Ani a Eré-
van, ot il avait logé pendant presque deux
wois en 1987 pour un tournage qui n's

lju:nudbal,ll accueillait  quiconque

|- désirait le voir : amis, étrangers, emfants. ..

iCc_colhue témoigne d’ailleurs de aa gé-

!Kn(:ui:é.Adnqneimtmt,il-eionnnix

letd it e qu'il possbdai

| . Les jeumes cinésstes ou artistes lui
5 e

| éeni TS

par czmp
| ment parce qu'il les écoutait, les encou-
| ragesit. les aidait, les conseillait sor un
pied d’¢galité. Depuis le tournage de
Couleur de la grenode (Sayat Novs) en
1969 aux studios Hayfilm, tous ses col-
' laborateurs lui vouent de 1’adoration
' Lorsqu'un  aprés-midi d’avril 1987 il est
| arrivé aux studios d’Erévan afin de dis-
| cuter, entre sutres. du scénario de son film
| sur «Ara le Bel», le bruit de sa présence
| dans la «Cinecitta» arménienne s’est vite
. propagé de couloir en couloir, d’éage en
| étage. Tous voulaient le voir, le saluer,
. 'embrasser, parler avec lui. Pendant deux
| jours, ce fut un éblouimement parce que
Paradjanov ¢tait de retour. 3
Devant ce génic bouleversant, tout pa- -
liseait. Mais il y eut des esprits chagrins
et médiocres qui ressentirent un certain
contentement lors de ses incarcérations ou
quand il était isolé dans sa maison de
Thilissi, privé du droit d’exercer son mé-
tier. Durant ces quinse ane d’aseujettis-
t, il i - ins de créer :
des centaines de dessins, de collages et
de abri-collages» artistiques furent ainsi
1égués & I’Arménie, et se trouvent anjour-
d’hui au Musée Sergnei Paradjanov, pro-
che de I’église Saint Sarkis & Erévan.
C'était avant tout um artiste qui avait
choisi le ciné principal véhi-
cule de son expression. Les quatre longs
métrages de sa maturité — Les Chevoux
de few, Couleur de la grenade, La lé-
gende de la forteresse de Sourami et
Achik Kerib — sont tous des tableaux
exécutés a travers le temps. Et comme pour
ce «Requiem», cc sont aussi, sar le plan
décoratif, de superbes collages. Mais au-
dela de cette maitrise technique, il y a
zeid & 1 - ¢

3

év un my pr
symbolique pergu en particulier dans
Couleur de la grenade, 'épopde du pocte
Sayat Nova. La grande différence étant
que pour ce film, il n'a pas utilisé des
rebuts, mais ’art d'une nation entiére :
peinture, architecture, textiles, manns-
crits. ainsi que traditions, le tout préservé
dans cet énorme collage cinématographi-
que, le tout ressuscité et réimtigré dans
potre vie quotidienme par la magie de
Serguel Paradjanov.
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THE;JANNOTATED “BIBLIOGRAPHY OF NEW UNIVERSITY PRESS BOOKS

DECEMBER1990° ° . VOL.2 NO.4 ISSN 1040 » 8991 $5.00/ ISSUE

WARSAW VISITOR
TALES FROM THE VIENNA STREETS
THE LAST TWO PLAYS

WILLIAM SAROYAN

©1991
Edited and with an Imrodumon by Dickran Kouymjian

213 pages, 5% X 87 Cloth  ISBN 0-912201-18-5 $23.95
50 illustrations Paper ISBN 0-912201-19-3  $13.95

The Press at
California State University, Fresno
(209) 278-7082 « FAX (209) 278-2006
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NEW BOOKS

A New Book of Saroyan Plays

Published By Cal-State Fresno Press

Warsaw Visitor and Tales -

From The Vienna Streets, the last
two plays of William Saroyan,

edited by Dickran Kouymjian

(5% x. 8Yz, 223 pp., 50 illustra-
tions, $13.95 paper, $23.95 cloth)
will be published January 3, 1991
by the California State Universi-
ty Press, Fresno.

Written in the summer of
1980, the last summer of
Saroyan's life, Warsaw Visitor

| and Tales From The Vienna

Streets have never before been

published, although they are
Saroyan's ultimate statements for
the- stage. Inspired by recent
visits to Warsaw and Vienna and
shadowed by the symptoms of
terminal cancer, the themes of
these last two plays are vast,

* possibly the broadest in scope of

any of Saroyan's works. Stagger-
ing achievements both of them,

l'and the clue to each is the

, character of the city in which the

play 1s laid.

| WLl

© WARSAW VISITOR
‘TALES FROM THE VIENNA STREFTS

TH 180

AM S4ROVAN

Warsaw, pulling back from
Russia and alien to Western
Europe, is a city set apart, in
isolation. Similarly Saroyan,
isolated by the imminence of
death and confronted by his
private devil, comes to grips like
Warsaw with the deepest im-

plications of solitude and
survival.

Vienna, "settled dead center in
the heart of all the great cities of
the world,"” finds Saroyan there
as Everyman, a minority of one,
like all of us everywhere, shar-
ing with our private devil the
guilt and innocence of
humankind.

In Warsaw Visitor the in-
dividual prevails in the face of
death, the Dying Old Man on the
Flying Trapeze leaps off into the
unknown one final time, open-
eyed and unafraid. In Tales From
The Vienna @ Streets all
humankind, creative and striv-
ing, died and yet lives on to
create and strive again, open-
eyed and unafraid.

Dickran Kouymjian, the editor,
occupies . the Haig and Isabel
Berberian Chair of Armenian
Studies at California State
University, Fresno. A noted
authority on Armenian life and
culture, he has written many
books on the subject and has
taught courses on Saroyan at
universities in France and Russia
as well as in the United States.
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ARMENIAN NEWS FROM CALIFORNIA

Prof. Der Mugrdechian Speaks on Role  amenians who immigrated to

; : ‘ = 1A 1 Fresno. He outlined the dif-
| Of Armenians on Public Radio in Fresno et T T i B

By Armen Aghishian work, housing, etc. and offered

Fresno, CA — On Saturday,
December 15, Barlow Der Mugr-
dechian, an Armenian Studies
professor at California State
University-Fresno, appeared on
Public Television's "Fresno Equi-
ty Forum"' to discuss Armenian
culture.

The half-hour show, sponsored
by the Affirmative Actions Office
at Cal State-Fresno, was part of
a series which explored different
cultures and ethnic groups.

Professor Der Mugrdechian

discussed various aspects of
. Armenian culture, including the

church, language, and social

functions. He gave a general
background about all Armenians
and then spoke specifically about
Armenians in Fresno.

Der Mugrdechian, the acting
Armenian Studies Program direc-
tor, described the Armenian
youth in Fresno as culturally
aware. ""There is a heightened in-
terest among the youth, in lear-

‘ning about their culture and

heritage,” he said, and attributed
this interest to "‘the general trend
in the United States to look back
at our ethnic roots.”

Der Mugrdechian also discuss-
ed the struggles and successes of

some success stories of Arme-
nians who overcame great odds
to survive. Despite the hardships,
according to Der Mugrdechian,
the community flourished,
specifically by putting to use its
expertise in agriculture.

In conclusion, Der Mugrdech-
ian described the large, pro-
sperous Fresno Armenian com-
munity — one of the largest Ar-
menian communities in the
United States: ''The Fresno com-
munity is vibrant because it
knows who it is and what it is,"”
he said. ''Here there is a high
degree of awareness of what be-
ing Armenian means." '
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Ul Monday

Report

California State University, Fresno * January 28,1991 -

Volume 66, Number 20, Issue 1567

Dickran Kouymjian (Berberian
Professor of Armenian Studies) read

a paper, “The Preservation of
Armenian Architectural Monu-

- ments: An Overview,” at an inter-
- national symposium, La protection

du patrimoine architectural
armenien, held at the Palais de
I’Europe, Strasbourg, France on
April 20, 1990. He was also presi
dent of the symposium’s final

Evolution of Armenian Gospel
: [lumination,” at an international

session. He presented a paper, “The

symposium on the Armenian Bible
held at the University of Heidelberg
July 17-19. He served as president

of the July 17 morning session.
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Scholar, Parliamentarian Yuzbashian

LOS ANGELES - Scholar and

| Armenian Parliament member Dr.

I~ = S

| Garen Yuzbashian will be in

California from March 19.t0 24 as
the guest of UCLA’s ‘Armenian
Educational Foundatipn -Chair in

Modern Armenian History, and

will address students at UCLA and
Fresno State University.

Public lectures, co-sponsored by
the UCLA Armenian History
Chair, the Hamazkayin and Teke-
yan cultural associations, will be
held in Hollywood.

Professor Richard G. Hovanni-
sian, holder of the AEF Chair at
UCLA, said Yuzbashian was one
of the foremost Byzantinists of the
Soviet Union. Yuzbashian is a
senior research scholar of the
Oriental Institute of Leningrad,
and has written many books and
articles.

Elected to the Parliament of
Armenia in 1990, he took an ac-

tive role in composing the declara-

tion of eventual Armenian sove-
reignty and independence.

Yusbashian will speak at UCLA
March 20, at 1:30 p.m. in the
History Conference Room, 6275
Bunche Hall on ‘‘Byzantine Ad-
ministration in Armenia. 9th-11th
Centuries.”

Will Lecture at UCLA and CSUF

At 8 p.m, the same day, Yuz-
bashian will speak in Armenian on
““The Internal Armenian Diaspora

of the Soviet Union."” The lecture,

co-sponsored with the Los Angeles

_ chapier of the Hamazkayin Cul-

tural Association, will be held in
Hollywood’s Karapetian Hall on
Alexandria Avenue.

As a guest of the Armenian
Studies Program of California
State University of Fresmo, Dr.
Yuzbashian will speak to students
on March 20, at 12 noon, on
changes in the political system of
the Soviet Union, in room 311 of
the Student Union. ‘

Later that evening, the Armen-
ian scholar will address the issue
of Karabagh as well as the current
political situation in Armenia at
7:30 p.m. in the Haig Berberian
Hall of the St. Paul Armenian
Church.

Upon his return to Los Angeles.
Dr. Yuzbashian will be the guest
speaker at a March 22 luncheon at
8 p.m., hosted by the Tekeyan
Cultural Association at the Arshag
Dickranian School, 1200 N. Ca-
huenga Boulevard in Hollywood.

PAGE
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Dr. Karen Yuzbhashian to Lecture
at UCLA, CSUF Campuses

LOS ANGELES—Byzantine scholar Dr. Garen Yuzbashian, who is also a member
of the Armenian Parliament will be in California March 19-24 as the guest of the
UCLA's Armenian Educational Foundation’s Chair in Modern Armenian History.

The first of his public appearances, Yuzbashian will speak about ““Byzantine
Administration in Armenia, 9-11th Centuries’’ at UCLA on Wednesday, March 20
at 1:30 pm in the History Conference Room, 6275 Bunche Hall. That same even-
ing, he will speak about “‘The Internal Armenian Diaspora of the Soviet Union”

. at the Garabedian Hall in Hollywood. The lecture, which will begin at 8 pm, is

. sponsored by the Hamazkayin Los Angeles Chapter.

! .Pr. Yuzbashian will be in Fresno on Thursday, March 21, where he will discuss

§ the current developments in Armenia and Artsakh with students at CSU Fresno,
room 311 of the Student Union at noon. Later that evening, he will meet with
the Fresno community at 7:30 pm at the Haig Berberian Hall.

| Dr: Yuzbashian's lecture series will conclude on Friday; March 22 at 8 pm with
a discussion and reception at the Arshag Dickranian, Hall, sponsored by the Los
Angeles Chapter of the Tekeyan Cultural Association.

Dr. Yuzbashian is a senior research scholar of the Oriental Institute of Leningrad;
he is the author of numerous books and articles on Armenian-Byzantine relations
as well as bibliographic texts on Armenian History. He was elected to the parlia-
ment in 1990. ’ ]

Pk
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Tom Bozigian to Give Seminar in Fresno

FRESNO - Internationally
known Armenian folk-dance in-
structor Tom Bozigian will lead
a one-day Armenian dance sem-
inar. at California State Univer-
sity, Fresno on Saturday, April
6, 1991. Such dances as Tamza-
ra, Pampouri, the Halle, and
Khum Khuma will be taught. No
prior experience is necessary.
The Armenian Students Organi-
zation of CSUF is sponsoring the
event. Following the seminar, an

Armenian dance will be held at

8:00 p.m. at the Armenian Cul-
tural Foundation Club.

Tom Bozigian is a native of
Fresno and a graduate of CSUF.
After studying in Armenia for

‘two years he graduated from the

Sayat Nova  Choreographic
School in Yerevan. He has
taught Armenian dance in many
countries - and has traveled
throughout the world. ~

The dance seminar will be
held in two sessions, from 9:30

a.m. to noon and from 2:00 p.m
until 4:30 p.m. Cost of the sem-
inar is $10.00. Reservations are a
must as there are limited places
and reservations must be made
prior to the seminar.

The cost for the evening Ar-
menian dance is $5.00.

For more information or re-
servations please call the Arme-
nian Students Organization, in
the afternoons, from Tuesday
until Thursday, at 278-2669.
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Boziqian_To Teach Day-Long
Dance Seminar in Fresno

{ FRESNO—Dance instructor Tom Bozigian will lead a one-day dance seminar at
' the California State University, Fresno on Saturday, April 6. He will be teaching
such dances as Tamzara, Pampouri, Halle, and Khum Khuma, among others. No
prior experience is necessary. The Armenian Students Association of CSUF is spon-
soring the event. L L ‘

Following the seminar, an Armenian dance will be held at 8 pm at the Arme-
nian Cultural Foundation Center. ~ = = ‘

The seminar will be held in two sessions: 9:30 am to noon and 2:00 to 4:30
pm. The cost of the seminar is $10. Due to limited places and reservations must
be made prior to the seminar. For reservations or further information, call (209)
278-2669 Tuesday to Thursday afternoons. ! e O



" ARMENIAN STUDIES PROGRAM

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FRESNO

o ARCHIVE - FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93740
SOURCE The Armenian Observer; Hollywood, CA DATE 10 April 1991
SUBJECT ASP Fall 1991 Courses PAGE ! of 1

| CSUF Armenian Studies Program
Fall 1991 Semester

FRESNO — The California State University, Fresno Armenian
Studies Program is announcing its fall 1991 semester schedule of
courses. Members of the community can register for these classes
through the Open University Program or through the Sixty Plus
Program. AN ’

" ARMENIAN 1A is 2 beginning course in modern western Ar-
menian with no prior knowledge of Armenian necessary. Students
learn the basics of reading and writing and also learn simple con-
versation. Armenian 2A is an advanced Armenian course for
those with prior knowledge of reading and writing. %

ARMENIAN STUDIES 45 examines the life and writing of
Fresno’s most famous native son, William Saroyan. Saroyan’s
later works in particular will be analyzed placing him in the con-
text of both American and Armenian literature. i

ARMENIAN 148 is a successful course which was introduced
in 1990, and looks at Armenian literature in English franslation.
The great works of Armenian literature from ancient times to the
present are studied. Epics, folk tales, poetry, and prose are read
and discussed in the course. : .
3 ARMENIAN STUDIES 10 is a general introductory course |
" | into the study of the Armenian people. Students explore the his-
tory and culture of one of the world’s most ancient people and
study the changes in that culture through time. :

HISTORY 108A is a survey of Armenian history. from earliest
times to the middles ages. The latest research and theories on the
origins of the Armenian people will be studied, as well as the Ar-
menian dynasties of the 2nd century B.C. to the 14th century A.
D. The course is an in-depth look at the civilization of one of the
oldest peoples of Asia.

Three one-unit courses on Armenian cooking, the Armenian
Diaspora, and the Armenian Church will also be offered. These
courses provide an intense study of the subject matter in a con-
centrated period of time. These courses are always popular as
they are held in one weekend.

Finally ARMENIAN STUDIES 123, Armenian architecture
will be offered. This course examines the genesis of the Armenian
national style of architecture through the construction of
churches Monuments of Armenia architecture will be explored
through the extensive use of slides and visual materials.

For the Open University Program, you simply choose which
class you would like to enroll in, go the first class meeting, and
get the permission of the instructor. Then you may register for
the course for a fee of $75.00 per unit. There are no admission re-
quirements for this program.

Sixty plus applicant for admission pay only a $5.00 registra-
tion fee for courses if they qualify for the program.

For more information contact the Armenian Studies Program
at (209) 278-2669. A complete schedule of Armenian Studies
courses will be sent on request. ‘
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Fresno Armenians Plan
Genocnde Commemoratlon

FRESNO - The Armeman Com-
munity Council of the San Joaquin
Valley will commemorate the 76th
anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide on April 24, with an
Ecumenical Service at St. Paul
Armenian Church in Fresno. A
civic observance will follow at the
Pilgrim Armenian Congregational
Church Hall. '

Two special committees were
appointed for this occasion. The
Religious Observance committee is
headed by Fr. Sasoon Vartabed
Zumrookhdian, pastor of St. Paul.
and Fr. Muron Vartabed Aznikian,

dean of Holy Trinity Church The
Civic Observance committee
members are Deacon Allan Y. Jen-
dian, Noubar AOhlshxan Assadour
Assadourian, Prof. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian, and Krikor Koha-
yan. i

Fr. Sasoon will be the celebmnt
of the Divine Liturgy at the
Ecumenical Service held at St.
Paul Armenian” Church, at 6:30
p.m., with the participation of
clergymen from all Armenian
Churches in the San Joaquin
Valley.
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for April 24

ARMENIAN NEWS FROM CALIFORNIA

Fresno Armenians Plan Genocide Commemoration

Fresno — The Armenian
Community Council of the San
Joaquin Valley recently met to
discuss and plan the commemo-
ration of the 76th anniversary of
the Armenian Genocide.

The community-wide comme- -

moration will begin at 6:30 pm
on Wednesday, April 24, with an
Ecumenical Service at St. Paul
Armenian Church, and a Civic
Observance to follow at the Pil-
grim Armenian Congregational
Church Hall.

Two special committees were
appointed. The religious obser-
vance committee is jointly head-
ed by the Very Rev. Fr. Sasoon
Zumrookhdian, pastor of St. Paul
parish, and the Very Rev. Fr.
Muron Aznikian, dean of Holy
Trinity parish. The civic obser-

vance committee members are
Deacon Allan Y. Jendian, Noubar
Aghishian, Assadour Assadour-
ian, Prof. Barlow Der Mugrdech-
ian and Krikor Kohayan.

Fr. Zumrookhdian will be the
celebrant of Divine Liturgy at the
Ecumenical Service held at St.
Paul Armenian Church, with the
participation of clergymen from
all San Joaquin Valley Armenian
churches. Messages will be given
by Fr. Aznikian and Badveli Ro-
ger Minassian, pastor of Pilgrim
Church, in Armenian and Eng-
lish, respectively. Following the
service, a candlelight procession
will start from St. Paul to Pilgrim
Church.

The Civic Observance, begin-
ning at 8 pm, will feature noted
author/journalist Noubar Aghish-

ian, and acting director of
CSUF's Armenian Studies Pro-
gram Prof. Barlow Der Mugr-
dechian, in Armenian and Eng-
lish, respectively. The program

‘will include a special presenta-

tion of poetry and songs by stu-
dents of the Armenian Commu-
nity School of Fresno under the
guidance of its principal, Assa-
dour Assadourian.

The Armenian Community
council is composed of represen-
tatives of the Armenian chur-
ches, political and cultural
organizations, of the San Joaquin
Valley. The officers are Richard
Darmanian, chairman; Allan Y.
Jendian, secretary; and Bob Der
Mugrdechian, treasurer.

Armen Aghishian
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Armenian genocide
remembered

e Campus community schedules events to
increase awareness of 'Armenian Memorial Day’

By Christopher Heredia
Collegian Staff Writer

In an effort to educate students

about Armenian history and cul-

mmcswmmw
Organization is holding several
evmtstocommemomteArmeman
Memorial Day today.
Armenians throughout the

Students Inc. marked April 24 with
a resolution that stated that Vin-
tage Days events should notover-
lap Armenian Memorial Day. A
similar effort was waged this
semester, but failed to reach
Tuesday’s senate.

Jingirian said killing Armenian
leaders on April 24 was only the
tip of theiceberg. He said after the
Turkishgovernmentremoved the
leaders, Armenians nationwide
were forced to take “death
marches” through the Southern
Anatoliandesertsinbitter coldand

world and in. the United States
regard April 24, 1915, as the day
members of the Ottoman Turkish
government began the genocide
of between 1.5 million and 2 mil-
vhom Armenians in Turkey

- Armeniangroups in the United
States have lobbied Congress for
the past six years for a resolution

- that would mark April 24 as a

national holiday recognizing the

blistering heat, withoutfood, water
or shelter.

“Women were raped. Children
wereraped. Pregnant women had
their stomachs slit open and their
children were placed on stakes.
People wereburnedalive,” hesaid.

“Jingirian, who is minoring in
Armenian studies, said the Turk-
ishgovernmentbetween1915and
1923 maintained that Armenians
were being uprooted from their
homes in Turkey for their own

See GENOCIDE, page 3

genocide.

“On that day in all the major
cities [in Turkey]all the Armenian
intellectuals were gathered and
executed,” said Khatchig Jingir
Jr.,amember of the ASOand head
of the April 24 Commemorative
Committeeat CSUF. “To this day,
the Turkish government doesn‘t
admit that the killings occurred.”

Last year, the CSUF Associated
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TODAY!!

1 500,000 Armeman were kllled m*

April 24,1991 Marks the 76th Anniversary

of the Armenian Genocide
'”ears 1915-1923 at the han

12:00 PM - Rally in the Free Speech Area In front of the Student .
Union near the Armenian Students C)rgamzahon booth. Student and ;
- community speakers. Tee-Shlrts will Be Sold- " S

'1:00 PM - Commemorative program The Author of The Cross and
the Crescent, Mr. Lindy Avakian, will be the guest speaker. He will be
speaking about a famous Armenian, Soghomon Tehlirian. The program
will also include a segment dealing with Turkish propaganda against -

“the Armenian Genocide and the Armenian Question presented by
- Mr. Yerevan Ohanessian. Room: Student Union # 312-314

*There wﬂl also be an exhibit dealing with Armenian History and Culture
: -in the Henrey S. Madden Library on the second floor
© For any questions, please call Khatchig Jingirian at 224-1946

Genocide: Remembered

Continued from page 1

safety.

“Because of the war between
Turkeyand Russia ..
ans were deported ... the govern-
mentsaid they weremoving them
out of the range of fire. They were
killedinthedesert. They were sub-
jected to march miles ...

Jingirian said he hoped the day
willencourage Armenianstudents
and non-Armenians tolearnmore
about Armenian culture.

Jingirian said the oppression of
Armenians continues worldwide.
“Even today,” he said, “Turks are
spreading propaganda that says

| Armenians have noculture.”

Jingirian said as recent as a few

| months ago Turkish groupsin the

United States have contradicted
the occurrence of the mass killings

.the Armeni-

“Thepurpose of[Memorial Day]
is not only to remember the geno-
cide, but to let the rest of the stu-
dents know thateventhough Tur-
key is an ally of the United States,
itisnotanangel ... toopentheeyes

of CSUF students and high school
students to let them know what
the Turkish government has
done.”

Jingiriansaid acompactdisc re-
viewed in a recent issue of the
Tower Records magazine, Pulse,
became the target of a Turkish

 group in the United States.

Jingirian said thealbum contained
lyrics that reflected Armenian re-
ligion and culture and that the
Turkish group challenged the
validity of the message.

Earlier this week, the ASO

i showed two films on Armerman
 history. Todayat10a.m. local high
school students will meet at the
Memorial Court Fountain on
campus to commemorate Arme-

¢ nian Memorial Day. At noon, the

ASO will hold a rally in the Free
Speech Area. CSUF students and
people from the community will
speak on Memorial Day.

At1 p.m., Lindy Avakian, au-
thor of “The Cross and The Cres-
cent” will speak in the University
Student Union, Rooms 312-314.
Avakian’s book is about Sogho-
mon Tehlirian. Jingirian said
Tehlirian is regarded by Armeni-

ans as the individual who carriec
outthe “deathsentence” ononeo!
the leaders in the mass killings o
Armenians near the turn of the
century.

This weekinthe HenryMadder
Library, adisplay of Armenianar
and history is being held on the

 bridge on the second floor.

For moreinformationon today’s
events or for details on the library
exhibit, call the Armenian studies
program at 278-2669.
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Armenian Students Organization

2wj Miuwbng mg YuqUmhbpogniheh
April 24 Commemorative Committee
Schedule of Events
Monday, April 22: ' s |

11:00 am - MOVIE -
room: Student Union #312 & 313

., Tuesday, April 23:
10:00 am - MOVIE - nagk_m_A:m_t '
: room: Student Union #312 & 313
3; 00 pm Passmg of the C 5 U. F Apnl 24th Resolubon

* There will also be an exhlbxt deahngr w1th Armeman Hxstory and Culture
in the Henrey S. Madden Library on the second floor

For any questions, please call Khatchig Jingirian at 224-1946
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CSUF Armenian Studies Program
Announces Fall Semester Courses

} FRESNO - The California State

| University, Fresno Armenian
Studies Program announces its fall
1991 semester schedule of courses.
Members of the community can
register for these classes through

through the Sixty Plus Program.

Armenian 1A is a beginning
course in modern Western Arme-
nian. Students learn the basics of
reading and writing and also learn
simple conversation. Armenian 24
is an advanced course for those
with prior knowledge of reading
and writing.

Armenian Studies 45 examines
the life and writings of Fresno’s

the Open University Program or -

most famous native son, William
Saroyan. His later works in par-
ticularly will be analyzed, placing
him in- the contest of both
American and Armenian literature.

Armenian 148 is a course, first

introduced in 1990, that looks at’

Armenian. literature in English
translation. The great works of
Armenian literature are studied.
Epics, folk tales, poetry, and pro-
se are read and discussed in the
course. ' 2

Armenian Studies 10 is a gene
introductory course into the study
of the Armenian people.

History 1084 is a- survey of
Armenian history from earliest
times to the Middle Ages.

Three one-unit courses on Ar-
menian cooking, the Armenian
Diaspora, and the Armenian
Church will also be offered. These
courses are always popular as they
are held in one weekend.

Finally, Armenian Studies 123,
Armenian Architecture will be of- -
fered. This course examines the
genesis of the Armenian national
style of architecture through the
construction- of churches.
Monuments of Armenian architec-
ture will be explored through the
extensive use of slides and visual
materials.

For more infdrmation, call the
Armenian Studies Program at
(209) 278-2669.
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Fresno to Observe Martyrs Day
Bv ARMEN AGHISHIAN with an ecumenical service at St.
’ : Paul Armenian Church and a
FRESNO The Armenian  civie observance 1o tollow at the
Community Council of the San Pilerim Armenian Congrevation
Joaquin Valley met 1o discuss — al Church Hall.
and plan for the commemoru- For this occasion two special

| procession from St.

tion of the 7th anniversary of
the Armenian Genocide ot 1913,

The community-wide com-
memoration will begin at 6:30
p.m. on Wednesday. April 24,

Continued from Page 1
ian, pastor of St. Paul Armenian

Church, and the Very Rev. Fr.

Muron Vartabed Aznikian, dean
of Holy Trinity Parish. The ci-
vic observance committee mem-
bers named are Deacon Allan Y.
Jendian, Noubar Aghishian, As-
sadour Assadourian, Prof, Bar-
low Der Mugrdechian and Krikor

Kohayan.
Fr. Sasoon will be the ce-

lebrant of the Divine Liturgy

at the Ecumenical Service to be
held at St. Paul Armenian
Church with the participation of
clergymen from all Armenian
churches in the San Joaquin
Valley.

Spiritual messages will be
given by Fr. Muron and Badveli
Roger Minassian, pastor of Pil-
orim Church, in Armenian and
English, respectively.

immediately after the service
there will be a candlelight
Paul to
Pilgrim Church.

The Civic Observance begin-
ning at 8 p.m. will feature

commitices were appointed. The
religious observance committec
is headed by the Very Rev.
Sasoon  Vartabed: Zumrookhd-

Please Turn to Page 4

noted author/journalist Noubar
-Aghishian and acting director
of CSUF’s Armenian Studies
Program Prof. Barlow Der Mu-
grdechian, in Armenian and
English, respectively.

The program will include a
special presentation of poetry
and song by the students of the
Armenian Community School of
Fresno under the guidance of its
principal, Assadour Assadourian.

The participation. of all Fres-
no Armenians is imperative to
not only the success of the eve-
ning but for proper remem-
brance of those one and a half
million Armenians who sacri-
ficed their lives in the name of
christianity, their land, their
heritage and culture.

The Armenian Community
Council is composed of repre-
sentatives of the Armenian
churches and organizations, po-
litical and cultural, of the San
Joaquin Valley. The officers are
Richard Darmanian, chairman;
Allan Y. Jendian, secretary; and
Bob Der Mugrdechian, treasurer.
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Speakers ask why

U.S. ignores genocide
............ . iy

The Armenian genocide was re-;
membered Wednesday withemotional

discussions, persistentquestioningand
a call for vocal activism.
“Why?” was a continual refrain.
“Why doesn’t the United States
Senate and Congress establish an an-
nual day of rememberence?,” asked

Lindy Avakian, author of “The Cross |
and The Crescent,” and the guest
speaker at an afternoon commemora-
tive program. _
?Why has president Bush turned
his back on the Armenians? Why? ... 3
The Bible says that to those God has & —
given much, muchis required of them. o
The programand the rally preced- At the commemorative program
ingitwere sponsored by the Armenian Avakian stressed the importance of
Students Organization to commemo- paying homage to the day and those
rate thedayin1915 thatmembe:sg) ftgﬁ who g\;/e\llve their lives in the genocide.]-1
Ottoman Turkish government beg “We must pay our respects to a
the genocide of 1.5 million to 2 million who have died and all whoare dying,”
ArmeniansinTurkey.April 24istrecog- he said. “[A genocide] disrupts the
nized internationally as the ann;veré di\;line plan offfuture g}e{nerati}o\ns Yyho
of thatday. Armenian groups hav will never set foot on this earth.” -7 -+
ngDiEd Cong¥955 unsucessfully for six “Why,” heasked, “aretheJews the
years to establish Apng 2‘}41 ai 3 national Ch;)sendpeopli a?nd the Armenians the
holiday recognizing the holiday. selected people?” _
Ar}r]neniz;gnns have long argued that After the questioningand statement
the destruction of their homeland and of concerns, Avakian stressed the need
the refusal of the United States govern- for action and activism. i
ment to officially recognize the geno- “The victims of the genocide re-
cide is tantamount to ignoring the is- main victims, but it’s time to move
sues altogether. i bersof frorrgbeidnga victi(rin tobeing tge victolr.f’
Before Avakian spoke, memoerso tudents and concerned. peoples
the Cce)mmemorativep;rogram held a must speak out, Avakian said, because
rally ir. the Free Speech Area remind- limitations on free speech are ever in-
ing students toraise their voicesand be creasing. o
heard. ) “Today in 1991, is the last dgca’de,
“As long as studen}tls don't ralie perhaps the last couple of years in the
their voices and bring these 1ssues 10

U.S. that we are able to speak out as
the forefront, it will be business as Armenians, as people.”

usual,” Barlow Der Mugrdechian, a
lecturer in the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram, said. .

“All the people that survived [th
genocide] are now in their late 80s and
| 90s,” he said. “But it’s your generation
that will keep this alive in our memory
and actions.”
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- Bournoutian to Lecture in
Fresno and Los Angeles

FRESNO—Dr. George Bournoutian, a noted scholar of Russian and Armenian
history, will be lecturing at California State University at Fresno on Thursday, May
9 at 12 noon. : o B3 et " :

The lecture, entitled ’Russo-Armenian Relations in Modern Times: The Crisis
in Karabakh,” sponsored by the Armenian Studies Program of CSUF and the Arme-
nian General Benevolent Union, will be held at University Student Union, Room .
m. % : i 5 : & . . #

Beginning with Catherine the Great and proceeding to the current age of glasnost
and perestroika, the lecture will cover the political and economic interaction bet-
ween the people of Armenia and Russia. The Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict, the
Karabakh question, and the present conditions in the region will be thoroughly

" discussed. ; )

. Dr. Bournoutian will be lecturing on ““The Long Migration: The Armenians of

. Nakhichevan’’ on Thursday evening at 7:30 pm at the CSUF Industrial Arts Bldg.
Auditorium, Room 101. ‘ ,

The lecture will cover the history of the Armenians of Nakhichevan beginning
with their forced relocation from Ammenia to Iran; the community’s ascent to world
economic power; and the story of a banished comrunity’s undying devotion to

. their homeland. RN
' For further information regarding the Fresno lectures, contact Barlow Der
Mugrdechian, CSUF, (209) 278-2668.

Dr. Bournoutian will be repeating his lecture on Karabakh in Los Angeles on
Friday, May 10, at 8 pm at the AGBU Larchmont Center, located at 589 N. Larch-
mont Blvd., Los Angeles. The event is sponsored by the Greater Los Angeles
Chapters of the AGBU. '

Dr. Bournoutian received his PhD in Armenian History from the University of
California, Los Angeles in 1976. He is a professor of Armenian history at the Univer-
sity of Connecticut and New York University as well as a Russian history professor
at lona College in New York.

CULTURAL EVENTS

LECTURE

Thursday and Friday, May 9 and 10 Lecture and slide show by Dr. George Bournoutian,
Russian and Armenian history scholar organized by the Armenian Studies Program of Cal
State Eresno and the Armenian General Benevolent Union. He will be lecturing about the
crisis in Karabakh at 12 noon at CSUF University Student Union, Room 309. *“The Long
Migration: The Armenians of Nakhichevan” will be presented at 7:30 pm at the Industrial
Arts Bldg. Aud., Room 101. Dr. Bournoutian will be lecturing on ’Russo-Armenian Rela-
tions in Modern Times: The Crisis in Karabakh” on Friday, May 10 at 8 pm at the AGBU
Larchmont Center: 589 N. Larchmont Bivd., LA.
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Dr. George Bournoutian
to Lecture in California

Dr. George Bournoutian, a noted Russian and Ar
menian history scholar, a gracduate of UCLA in 1976, is a
Professor of Armenian history at the University of Con-
necticut and New York University and a professor of Russran )
history at lona College in New York. f6°88

srgne

He will lecture on two topics. The lectures will cover
the fascinating history of the Armenian community of
Nakhichevan beginning with their forced relocation from
Armenia to lran. It is a story of a banished community’s
undying devotion to their homeland. It is an enthralling tale
of a community’s ascent to world economic power.

The Karabagh lecture will cover the beginning with
Catherine the Great and proceeding-to the current age of
Glasnost and Perestroika and the political and economic
interaction ‘between the people of Armenia and Russia. The
Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict, the Karabagh question and
the present conditions in the region will be thoroughly
discussed.

SAN FRANCISCO-OAKLAND CHAPTER —AGBU

MAY 7, 1991, at 8 p.m.

St. John Armenian Church, 275 Olympia Way, San Francisco
Topic: The Long Migration: The Armenians of Kakhichevan”

FRESNO AGBU and CSUF ARMENIAN PROGRAM

MAY 9, THURSDAY, at 12 noon
CSUF Student Union Room 309
Topic: Russo-Armenian Relations in Modern Tames The
) V  Crisis in Karabagh”’ L
MAY 9, THURSDAY, at 7:30 p.m.
CSUF Industrial Arts Building Auditorium, Room 101
Topic: The Long Migration: The Armenians of Nakhichevan’

LOS ANGELES CHAPTER
MAY 10, FRIDAY, at 8 p.m.
AGBU Center, 589 North Larchmont, LA

Topic: Russo-Armenian Relations in Modern Times! The
Crisis in Karabagh”’
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'UC Davis Students Commemorate
Genocide on Campus

Davis — Professor Barlow Der
Mugrdechian, director of Arme-
nian Studies at CSU, Fresno,

_spoke to an audience of Arme-

nian and Turkish students on the

| topic "The Armenian Genocide

- Armenian leadership,”

'and its effect on the Karabagh

movement.”’

The lecture was sponsored by
the Armenian Students Associa-
tion of UC Davis.

After defining the crime of ge-
nocide and discussing the moti-
vations of the Young Turks, Der
Mugrdechian outlined the sys-
tematic plan that led to the mur-
der of 1.5 million Armenians.

"What the Turkish state effec-
tively did was to decapitate the
Der
Mugrdechian said.

Following his lecture, Der
Mugrdechian was asked why the
Kurdish minority was not de-
ported as well, since the objec-
tive of Young Turks was to ho-
mogenize the ethnic composition
of their nation.

Der Mugrdechian responded
that "..in fact, they were de-
ported. In 1923 many were mas-
sacred in southern Turkey, and
to this day that area remains un-
der martial law.”

ter the question and answer
period, Der Mugrdechian presen-
ted slides of the recent mass de-
monstrations in the Republic of
Armenia for the reunification of

- Karabagh. He also pointed out

that while April 24 is an impor-
tant day for the Diaspora, it has
more than historical significance
for Soviet Armenians.

“For Armenians living in Ar-
menia and Karabagh as well as
those who relived the horrors of

their ancestors at Sumgait and
Baku, the threat of genocide is a
very real thing with Turkey to
the west and Azerbaijan to the
east,’” Der Mugrdechian said.

The lecture concluded the ASA
commemorative series, which al-
so included a 24-hour vigil and
viewing of the documentary "'An
Armenian Journey."
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Davis Students Organize April 24 Lecture

On Genocide

Davis, CA — Professor Barlow

" Der Mugrdechian, Director of Arme-

nian Studies at CSU, Fresno, spoke to
an audience of Armenian and Turkish
students on the topic “The Armenian
Genocide and its effect on the

. Karabagh movement.”

The lecture was sponsored by
the Armenian Students Association
of UC Davis.

_ After defining the crime of
genocide and discussing the motiva-
tions of the Young Turks (the
perpetrators of the Armenian
Genocide), Der Mugrdechian outlined -
the systematic plan that led to the

murder of 1.5 million Armenians. The

first step was to place all Armenians

i serving in the Ottoman Army: into
| labor battalions, where they died of

desolate regions on earth, the Young
Turks had signed the death warrant
of Armenians,” said Der
Mugrdechian.

In addition criminals, recruited by
the government to serve as escorts
for the Armenians, raped and pillaged
deportees with impunity.

Following his lecture, Der
Mugrdechian was asked why the Kur-
dish minority was not deported as
well, since the objective of Young
Turks was to homogenize the ethnic
composition of their nation.

Der Mugrdechian responded that
“...in fact, they were deported. In
1923 many were masacred in
southern Turkey, and to this day that
area Temains under marshal law.”

After the question and answer

exposure and exhaustion. Meanwhile,
on April 24th, 1915, 600 Armenian
intellectuals were killed by the Ot-
toman government.

“What the Turkish state effec-
tively did was to decapitate the Arme-
nian leadership,” said Der-
Mugrdechian. 0

With the Armenian community
disarmed and leaderless, the final
step was to “relocate” the rel
mainder of the population by order of
a law of deportation.

' “Here, we see that the law and
reality are two very different things.
The law stated that Armenians were
to be moved away from the war zone
to a safer place. But in fact by
relocating ‘most of the population to

-the Syrian Desert, one of the most

period, Der Mugrdechian presented
slides of the recent mass demonstra-
tions in the Republic of Armenia for
the reunification of Karabagh. He also
pointed out that while April 24th is an
important day for the diaspora, it has
more than historical significance for
Soviet Armenians.

“For Armenians living in Armenia
and Karabagh as well as those who
relived the horrors of their ancestors
at Sumgait and Baku, the threat of
genocide is a very real thing with
Turkey to the west and Azerbaijan to
the east,” said Der Mugrdechian.

The lecture concluded the ASA
commernorative series, which also in-
cluded a 24 hour vigil and a viewing of
the documentary “An Armenian
Journey.” B8
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Armenian Martyrs Day Observed in Fresno

FRESNO — On Wednesday,
April 24, the Armenian Commu-
nity Council of the San Joaquin
Valley coordinated an impressive
Martyrs Day Commemoration in
remembrance of the 1.5 million
Armenian Genocide victims.

The ‘successful evening con-
sisting of a religious and a civic

nians’ and non-Armenians alike
from several of the surrounding
communites of Fresno.” . -
RILIGIOUS OBSERVANCE
Beginning at 6:30 p.m. the

St. Paul Armenian Church by its
pastor, The -Very Rev. Fr. Sas-

a standing. room capcity. During
the “heshadogootiun™ Hayr

all four Hierarchical Sees.

Serving at ‘the altar were the
deacons of St. Paul and. Holy
Trinity. The. pourvaragirs were
Armen Devejian and Matthew
Jendian; and the candlebearers
were Megan Jendian and Anita
Jibilian.

Area clergy from all church-
es — Diocese, Prelacy, Evangel-
ical — participated in the ser-
vice. Scripture readings were pre-
sented by Badveli Bernard Guek-
guezian (First Armenian Presby-
terian) and Der Hrant Kahan
Serabian (Holy Trinity). Der
Kevork Kahana Arakelian (St.
Gregory) performed the present-
ation of the chalice. Der Kour-
ken Kahan Yaralian (Prelacy, re-
tied) conferred absolution at
confession, while Hayr Sasoon
administered Holy Communion
with the assistance of Der Kev-
ork and Der Hrant.

Hayr Soorp extended a warm
welcome to all those present. He
embraced each of the clergymen
as he invited them to share their
messages. The Very Rev. Fr. Mu-
ron Vartabed Aznikian (Holy
Trinity) and Badveli Roger

observance drew over 700 Arme-

Divine Liturgy was celebrated at’

oon Vartabed Zumrookhdian, te -

Soorp mentioned the names of

Minassian, (Pilgrim Armenian
Congl.) gave the messages in Ar-
menian and English, respective-
ly. Hayr Muron stressed the im-
portance of ‘“unity in our peo-

- ple” as well as “the necessity of

retaining our Armenian Heritage
and our ties with the church »
Badveli Roger stated that

must not forget that almost all“

of us are descendants of the sur-

vivors of the Genocide of 1915

and .we must keep thexr memor-
ies alive.” g

At the conclusxon of the Ba-
darak a Requiem’ “Hokehankist™
Service was held for the souls of
1915 Martyrs. - The combined

- choir for the services was direct-
‘ed by Vartan Ketendjian, with

Ben Krikorian on the organ.
“The services' were uplifting
and the atmosphere was warm

‘and cordial.

CIVIC OBSERVANCE :

An impressive candlelight
srocession was led by the clergy
from St. Paul Church to the Pil-
¢rim Congregational Church Hall
where the civic observance began
at 9 p.m. Richard Darmanian,
chairman of the Armenian Com-
munity Council, served as the
Master of Ceremonies. He ack-
nowledged the presence of Fres-
no Mayor Karen Humphrey and
County Board of Supervisor De-
ran Koligian. Darmanian also
read excerpts from the Arme-
nian Genocide Resolution issued
by California State Governot
Pete Wilson, acknowledging the
anniversary of the 1915 Arme-
nian Genocide.

The one-hour program featur-
ed two speakers, Noubar Aghish-
ian (Armenian) and Barlow Der
Mugrdechian (English).

Noubar Aghishian,
author /journalist,
Fresno community, focused on
Armenia, specifically on “the
road to freedom and independ-
ence.” He described this quest

a noted

new to the .

Top: Armenian speaker Noubar
Aghishian. Bottom, Barlow Der

Mgerdechian, English speaker.

as one which involves “Armec-
nians all over the world, in each
and every community, standing
behind the new, freely elected
government in Armenia.” “This
unity,” he continued, “will be
necessary for it to succeed.”

- Following the Armenian mes-
sage,the students of the Arme-
nian Community School of Fres-
no gave a presentation of poetry
and song reflecting the continua-
tion of the Armenian spirit. The
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Der Mugrdechian Speaks at UC Davis

DAVIS, CA — Professor Bar-
low Der Mugrdechian, Director
of Armenian Studies at CSU,
Fresno, spoke to an audience of
Armenjan and Turkish students
on the topic “The Armenian
Genocide and its effect on the
Karabagh movement.”

The lecture was sponsored by
the Armenian Students Associa-
tion of UC Davis.” . .

After defining the crime of
genocide and discussing the mot-
ivations of the Young Turks (the
perpetrators  of the Armenian
Genocide),  Der - Mugrdechian
outline the systematic plan that
led to the murder of 1.5 million
Armenians. The first step was to
place all Armenians serving in
the Ottoman Army into labor

battalxons where they died of

exposure and exhaustion. Mean-
while, - on April 24th,
600 Armenian intellectuals were

killed by the Ottoman govem‘.

ment.

“What the Turkxsh state ef-
fectively did was to decapitate
said

. Der Mugrdechian.

With the Armenian commun-

" ity disarmed and leaderless, the
' final step was to “relocate” the
! remainder of the population by

order of a law of deportation.
“Here, we see that the law
and reality are two very differ-
ent things. The law stated that
Armenians were to be moved
away from the war zone 1o a
safer place. But .in fact by re-
locating most of the population
to the Syrian Desert, one of the

most desolate regions on earth, -

the Young Turks had signed the
death warrant of Armenians,”
said Der Mugrdechian.

In addition criminals, re-
cruited by the government to

: serve as escorts for the Arme-
" nians, raped and pillaged depor-
| tees with impunity.

Following his lecture, Der
Mugrdechian was asked why the
Turkish minority was not de-
ported as well, since the object-
ive of Young Turks was to ho-
maooenize the ethnic composi-

1915,

tion of their nation.

Der Mugrdechian responded
that “... in fact, they were de-
ported. In 1923 many were
massacred in southern Turkey,
and to this day that area remains
under marshal law.”

After the question and ans-
wer period, Der Mugrdechian
presented slides of the recent
mass demonstrations in the Re-
public of Armenia for the re-
unification of Karabagh. He also
pointed out that while April
24th is an important day for the
diaspora, it has more than histor-

ical significance for Soviet Arme-
nians.

“For Armenians living in Ar-
menia and Karabagh as well as
those who relived the horrors of
their ancestors at Sumgait and
Baku, the threat of genocide is
a very real thing with Turkey to
the west and Azerbaijan to the
east,” said Det Mugrdechian.

The lecture concluded the
ASA - commemorative  series,
which also included a 24 hour
vigil and a viewing of the docu-
mentary “An Armenian Jour-

9

ney.
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children recited poetry from
‘poets such as Yeghishe Charentz,
Barouyr Sevag and Kevork Emin
Shoghakat Alajian performed
several vocal selections including
. Mayr Araxi Aperov and Groong.
Ben Krikorian accompanied on
the piano.
3 wr_@sbﬁm act-
, ing director of the CSUF Arme-
i nian Studies Program, reflected
1 on the relationship of the Dias-
| pora by stating, “Today, we in
| the Diaspora, must give the new
Republic of Armenia the free-

mistakes are made and are the
result of the democratic process.

must the Diaspora deal with an
independent Armenia? Relation-
ships based on the old rules of
communist domination have

the Diaspora must become in-

deal with Armenia.”

The civic observance was fol-
lowed by a reception with the
speakers and performers. .-

dom to make mistakes, if those |

He continued by adding “How'

changed but more importantly

creasingly democratic in order to

The cooperation of the repre-
sentatives of the numerous or-
ganizations participating in the
Armenian Community Council
has brought new dimension to
the Armenian community life in
Fresno.

The council chaired by Rich-
atd Darmanian and assisted by
Allan Yeghia Jendian, secretary,
and Bob Der Mugrdechian, Sr.,
treasurer, is composed of the fol-

i lowing churches and organiza-

tions: First Armenian Presbyter-
ian Church, Holy Trinity Arme-
nian Church, Pilgrim Armenian
Congregational Church, St. Mary
Armenian Church, St. Paul Ar-
menian Church, Sts. Sahag-Mes-

rob Armenian Church, Armenian
American Citizens’ League, Ar-
menian Community School, Ar-
menian Democratic Liberal Or-
ganization, Armenian General
Benevolent Union, Armenian

"National Cbmmittee, Armenian

Radio Hour, Armenian Relief
Society, Armenian Students Or-
ganization, - Armenian-__Studies

Program-CSUF, Daron Douroup-
eran _ Compatriotic ~ Union,
Daughters of Vartan, General
Society of Vasbouragan, Hamaz-
kayin ~ Cultural  Association,
Homenetmen, Knights of Var-
tan, Tekeyan Cultural Associa-
tion, and Union of Dickranagerd.
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Armenian Martyrs Day Observed In Fresno

FRESNO, CA. - On Wed-
nesday, April 24, the Armcnian
Commurity Council of the San

Joaqin Valley coordinated an

impressive Martyrs Day Com-

memoration in remembrance
of the 1.5 million Armenian
Genocide victims.

The ~ successful  evening
consisting of a religious and a
civic observance drew over 700
Armenians and non-Armenians
alike from several of the sur-
rounding communities of Fres-
no.

RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE

Beginning at 6:30 p.m. the
Divine Liturgy was celebrated
at St. Paul Armenian Church
by its pastor, Very Rev. Fr.
Sasoon Zumrookhdian, to a
standing room capacity.

Area clergy {rom all chur-
ches-Diocese, Prelacy, Evangel-
ical--participated in the service.
Scripture readings were pre-
sented by Badveli Bernard
Guekguezian (First Armenian
Presbyterian) and Rev. Hrant
Serabian (Holy Trinity). Rev.
Kevork Arakelian (St. Grego-
ry) performed the presentation
of the chalice. Rev. Kourken
Yaralian  (Prelacy, retired)

BARLOW
DER MUGRDECHIAN

5 SO
NOUBAR AGHISHIAN
conferred absolution at confes~
sion, while Father Sasoon ad-
ministered Holy Communion.
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Martyrs' Day Commemoration Draws 700 People in Fresno

By Armen Aghishian

Fresno — On April 24, the
Armenian Community Council
of the San Joaquin Valley held a
Martyrs' Day Commemoration
in remembrance of the more
than 1.5 million victims of the
Armenian Genocide.

The evening, which consisted
of a religious and civic obser-
vance, drew more than 700
Armenians and non-Armenians
from Fresno and the surrounding
communities.

The religious observance — a
requiem for the victims of the
Genocide — included the par-
ticipation of the clergy from five
Armenian churches. Celebrant of
the Divine Liturgy was the Very
Rev. Fr. Sasoon Zumrookhdian,
pastor of St. Paul.

Following the Divine Liturgy,
a spiritual message was given in
Armenian by Holy Trinity's Very
Rev. Fr. Muron Aznikian, who
stressed the importance of "'uni-
ty in our people’’ and "'retaining
our Armenian heritage and our
ties with the church.”

Reverend Roger Minassian,
pastor of the Pilgrim Church,
gave a spiritual message in
English. He said, ""We must not
forget that almost all of us are
descendants of the survivors of
the Genocide and we must keep
their memories alive.”

Following a candlelight proces-

sion to the Pilgrim Armenian

Noubar Agishian

Congregational Church Hall, the
civic observance began. Richard
Darmanian, chairman of the
Armenian Community Council
served as master of ceremonies.

The program began with the
acknowledgment of Fresno
Mayor Karen Humphrey and
Deran Koligian, County Super-
visor, who were present. Darma-
nian then read excerpts from the
Armenian Genocide Resolution
which acknowledges the an-
niversary of the Genocide, sign-
ed by California Governor Pete
Wilson.

The first of two guest speakers
were noted author and com-
munity leader Noubar Agishian,
who spoke in Armenian. His
speech focused on Armenia,
specifically on ''the road to
freedom and independence.” He
described this quest as one which
involves ''Armenians all over the
world, standing behind the new,
freely elected government in

Barlow Der Mugrdechian

Armenia."”

A presentation of poetry and
songs by students from the
Armenian Community School of
Fresno followed the Armenian
message. Under the direction of
the school's principal and direc-
tor Assadour Assadourian, the
children recited poetry from
famous poets such as Yeghishé
Charents. Shoghakat Alajian per-
formed several vocal selections.

The program concluded with a
message in- English given by
Barlow Der Mugrdechian, acting
director of CSUF's Armenian
Studies Program. His speech en-
tailed a brief chronology of the
events of the Genocide.

He said, ""The establishment of
a free government in Armenia is
proof that the Turks did not suc-
ceed in their plan to annihilate
the Armenian people.”

A reception with the per-
formers and speakers followed.
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AGBU Lecturer Discusses Crisis in Artzakh

By Jeff Aharonian

Fresno — Dr. George Bour-
noutian, having visited Armenia
numerous times, is an expert in
Armenian-Russian relations. He
believes that even after years of
constant conflict, Armenians will
continue to fight for a land they
believe is rightfully theirs.

""Basically the Armenian case is
this: Artzakh has always been
part of Armenia.”

On Thursday, May 9, about 30
people turned out for Dr. Bour-
noutian’s lecture on the current
crisis in Artzakh. The lecture, co-
sponsored by the Armenian
Studies Program at CSU Fresno
and the AGBU, was held on the
CSU campus.

Dr. Bournoutian, who is a pro-
fessor of Armenian history at
New York University, presented
a brief background of the Arme-
nian case in Artzakh and then
gave a history of the formation of

modern Armenia. He went on to
illustrate how Armenian rela-

tions with the republic's
neighbors have changed over the
years.

Various countries and nations
have repeatedly tried to gain con-
trol of Artzakh. After World War
I, with the onset of the Bolshevik
Revolution, the Russians began
their march from one side while
the Turks marched on from the
other side. Armenia was stuck in
the middle.

After waiting for help from the
U.S., the Armenians decided to
side with the Russians and the
Republic of Armenia was form-
ed. Ironically, it was Russia that
split up Artzakh in the 1920's and
delegated the land to another of
its republics, Azerbaijan.

"As Azerbaijanis realized that
Moscow was not going to punish
them, they became bolder," Dr.
Bournoutian remarked. "'Arme-

Dr. George Bournoutian

nians began arming themselves
after they realized no one else
was going to help them."”

Dr. Bournoutian believes that
Artzakh, which is comprised of
about 81 percent Armenians and
16 percent Azerbaijanis, should
not be part of Azerbaijan.

"Azerbaijan is a new creation
— a tribute to people made up of
Turks, Mongols, Iranians and
Kurds,"” he said.





