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· Local Church I:iistory 

.. St. Paulrs I'rotesta.nt.Epis_copal' Church' 

_.District ·of San Joaquin 

Bakersfield, ·california, 

Looking. back thro_ugh the years into Church history. of Bakersfield, 

none ,is more interesting tpan the history of,·St. Paul! s Protestant 
'· 

. Episcopal Church. It.1 s growth from. a very· small group of. earnest 

men and. women, meeting in ·an: upstairs room. of a little school house, · 

to 'its quaint b~t dignified and lovely·edifi<?e, makes a· story .rich 

in'human, as. well as· stastistioal inter.est. 

St. Paul I s Church was named for .saint Pau 1, one of the first and 
. . . : . ~ 

· greatly beloved :Mi.ssionaires, sent oiJ.'t by our Lord, Jesus :uhrist. '. 

Regular services were started in 1879. Before that time servic.es 

~ad bee~.held in _th~homes.?f.inteiested.Ohuich ~eople; · Some o~ 

these ~arly. families "viere .. ·Mrs. ~Mary~ ·B .. Brp.ndage' :·Mrs. ,,McGrann,. Mrs • 
.... · . ~ . ~~ ·: :. ·. ~ '• f. ; ._ .• t. ,- '. ':;..: 

W. A. Chittenden·, _Mrs. 01ive'Smith, .. Mrs: Barker;·--Dr. a'.nd Mrs. 
. . .. ,, ~ . . . . ... ,.... 

McLean, J~ s.· ~rury, La?ders~ ,_Packarqs, ,Goodri<;ih, Mrs. Le Roy. 
-t. . . ~ '. ~ f .. 1' ~ •.· ~ . . • . ' 

: Stanley( nee Flora WiJ,lows), Withingtons/ Mrs. Williams(mother of 
. . . - .. . . 

Mr. J. R •. Williams) · and J°udg·e, 4ri6k:· · 
H ... 

In 1879 Re": •. ~ouglas. O. · Kelley, who started many_ Missions in· the 

San Joaquin Vau.ey' held regular services in '!hat ~s now. known as 
. . 

.. il111erson School. At .that time it was II The Railroad School 11 and_ 

consisted of tllree rooms, two downstairs and one upstairs, where 

church serv'ices were held •. · 

.. Dr.· D~ J. McLean was warden,· Alonzo a·oons, treasuTe_r· arid 

.. P •. -D. Jewett, clerk. 

Music for the services was provided by Mrs~ W. A. Chittende~, 
. ' 

who until her death a few. years ago remained a most earnest worker 

., ~ . ;-:"" .. .:"'.... . .. 

-· 
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in -St. Pau. l I s Church/ ------> Her husband, Mr. W. A. Chittenden_,·hi~ brother 

i James Chittenden·, Mis1;1 _Cora ·r.acGrann, now Mrs. Bender, and .M.is.s Mollie 

Colby comnri i:1ed the choir •. 

Mrs~ Chittenden liked to tell of those early.years in the church. 

·Her. home was so~~ distan~e fr~r.a; the church in what· is ·now East 

Bakersfield .. The trips back and forth were made in a spring wagon· • 

. Each i:iunday th·e· family. organ was placed in :the wagon and carried to . . 
. the schoolhouse for the, services. : The rqads were poor and Mrs. 

Chittenden. related tha.t on a dark .nights after. servi.ces they often 
~ . . . - . , ·~ ~. . - . . 

. allowed· the'hor~e to· choose .his · own way, he seemed to know exactly 
• 0 • > '· • ' ~A .. 

. where irrigat'i6n ditches cross~ed arid how best to avoid them., · 

.. The. v:oman 1 s· Guild of the. Church ·then as 

festivals,. etc •. to· help with th~. expep.ses •.. 
. .. f~ ' . 

.Mr. H; H .. Clapham,· lay. reader under Mr. 

now gave 
> 

'' 

Kelley, 

bazaars · 
. ' ' 

•' 

came down 

plays·, 

from 

' ;. 
&resrio for occ~sional services when Mr. Kelley could not come: At 
,., ,• • '·,t, " ., 

.this time (1881,) the <Rt. j:{e~. Willirun Ingr;ham. Kip, coilfir~ed ·the 
' . . . ~ ·. . .;. . .: . . ; ~... ' .. 

·· firs.t clas·s of candcndates; 

The first· resident- rector was ·Rev. Thomas A •.. Griffiths who came 
' . . . 

in, 1882.Q-1883. 
~ :~ ...... 

Two years later, Mr. Clapham, hayfng been ordained, 
-· "" ... 

came. to )akersfield •. ·The following yearswere eventful ones fl). 
. I . ., . . . . 

St. Pauls Church history. 

Mr •. Clapham secur~d lots at the corner of 17th. · and I Streets 
,,· . . 

and soon the church· was built;. On Nov. 21st •. 1886 Bishop· Kip 

· opened the new churc~. and·_'confirmed s.eyen c·andidates·. Nineteen 
' ~ . . 

children·were baptised on that date 
. . : 

The few children of the· Church families had been gathered together 

by Mrs. Chittenden as the ea'.!'.'lY .beginning· of a Sunday School, but it 

· ,, was not until J!.r. ·c_lapham oanie that a regular Sunday Scho<?l was ·. · 

· - organized. Both Mr. and Mrs. Clapham worked ze?,lou&ly .. to. ~old.-the. 
~ ..... ··~~ ~ . ·- ... ·-~- ~ · ... -- - ' -:.. - .... · t ~ .. .. ~ .• - . .. ~-- :J.. -, ...... - .. - • -

Sunday School together a.lid keep t4e child~en interested •. 
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··. Mrs/ Cla:phan was the superintendent of the Sunday School assisted 

·• by four .teachers, Mrs. Chittenden, Mrs. McMurdo, .Mrs. ~ick and 

• 

Mrs .. Miller. 
' .Mr.· Henry Scott who· at that time was a boy ·of eight. years tells· 

·'"' : ' . 

some·interesting facts in connection witb the Sunday School of that 

early· day~·. He recaJ.s having won a book, of.fered. as ·a pri~e by Mr. 

Clapha?!l,.' to the b~y ·~vho co~ld_fi~_st repeat the ·catecl_1~sm·.: Mrs.· Scott, 

Mr. Scott·• s mother w'as an ardent worker .in the church and _led the 

. singing in the Sun~ay School._, 

To stimulate int er:est .. and good attendance among· the younger 

children,· each _was -given a· sr.qall picture card along: wit~ tlleir p::pmk 
. . . 

lessons slips. When ·a child had· five small cards· he exchanged·.those 

for a l·arger. one. A _scrap book for these l~rger cards· was given t·o 

·. the~hild. who had th~ best' attlli¢1rli¢~ : r~·co;d .. fo; the. year .both as to 
. . 

lessons and _attendance.. Good times were pro~rided ~~ Christma~ time 
' ~· . - '~ '• ... - ... ~ ~ ,- . . ,. ~ ; ~ . . .. .. . . - - ~ 

when a festival was r,i.eld for· the children either · in the; Town Halr or in 
' . ~ 

the Clapham home on the· corner of 17th. ·and E Stre'ets. The· annual _· 
J, •.. # 

"Children's Day 11 festival was held- at the:'M{11 where ~the children had . 

. gr:eat spc:>rt p aying. around the grain_ bags.' 
·. 

On Jan~ ·18, 1891 the_. church which cos.t $3000 was consecrated 

by the Rt.· Rev •. William Ford N:ichols, S. D~ ,' Assistant Bishop of 

California. On March 4, 1891 St. Paul '"·E! Mis~ion was· d.efi.riitely 

organized ·as .a ·parish.with R.ev._:H. H. CiaJ:>ham,. Rect'or, _.Captain 

Chas E. Jewett. and Dr.. Snook, ward eris j C. Bi.ck~rdike, treasurer; 
. . . . - ~ . 

Jospeh V. Mor:J_ey, Clerk. Miss ui:~ude Metcalf wasone_ b{ three candidates 

in the first class confirmed by Bishop 'Nichols. · 

St. 'J6hn"fs ,Rose4ale, opened Easter Suriday_ 1892 and services 

were held there for a few years. ,· Later ~he ''buildin~ .wae sold. to the· 

Ash family.·-·. ·_ ' ... ;. 
: - < '. • ·-· 

Mr. Clapham moved to Los Gatos in 1892. Then ·followed various 
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clergymen who remained for ·short p~riods .. Rev.· L. Y. Jessup, Rev. 
r.ii' 
•. Hobart Che~wood, Rev. Edvvard Morgan(Father Morgan~as he was called) 

' .. ' 

b~came Rector in 1898. 

An incident of those early: days was.the great fire which destroyed 
·. .... . 

.. 
most of the business section of Bak_ersfield,. The fire burned furiously 

all around but le:ft both. St. Paul's Church and the· Roman _uclt holic 

Church· unharmed. The flarnes came so near· that a· stained glass" 

· Memorial \~i!1:dow g_or Mr. Jami son I s ~on was removed'.for. safety. 

The ye~rs that ~ather Morgan served St. Paul
1
.s stand·mutmast 

"' ..... 

vividly in the church's history~ Many progressive steps were taken 
,,. .,. • • • •. > 

snd much·accomplishe~ in.the ~;~y of mis.sions, new organizations, et.c. 
'. 

In 1901 the church building was.moved to what.is now East 

Bakersfield. It becatne St. Barn·abas Chu_rch Mission/. Rev; Hugh Ramsey, 

assistant to ,. ather Morgan', conducted the Sunday School arm most. of 
f' 

the services o-f this Missi;n. i ,He took. a great i~_terest in the Railroad· 
' ~. -. . '\ . 

men of whom the_re were a ~r-~at :·many inthose ·days.' He ;·is·i·{e thenf in 

the shops and in their homes. His Sunday evening congregations 
·• 

were made up largely of these men. _'Later. St. -Bainabas · Mi~sionwas 

discontinued , uch to the regret of many- particuiarly ·pa.rent ·.of the 

Sunday School children of which there w~s a goodly number. 

In the meantime· the ·new church had been erected in Bakersfield at 

the cost of. $15,000 with Ben_MacDougall as ·architect •. The new ch~rch 

was opened by the Rt. _Rev. William F. : Nicho_ls, D. D. om :· ew Year I s Day. 

At this time the Altar· Was. blessed. _ The Altar was a gift from Mrs .. , 

W. F. T~vis of Stockdale in m~mory of her fabher, Romualdo Pachech~, 

one time-Governor of California. Other gifts from the Tevis family 

., included· the Retab1e, six .brass candles sticks, vases,. ~ltar rail, 

·Rose window and marble baptismal Font. 

Among Fat herM":-'rgan I s many. acti vj\ies -was the organization of ca·• 
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boy's-choir. He also started missions at Greenfield and Rio Bravo 

. . 
which later were discontinued. 

Rev. Walter B. Clark succeeded Father Morgan and remained 
.·. 

from· 1905 to 1907, followed _by Rev. Dav id ¥. Crabtree. 

During -the,five years of Mr. Crabtree 1 s stay'the Rood Screen . . 
' • . I• 

separating the chancel from the Nave was ~rected and· the present 

organ installed. ·-Aft er his de!arture early· in_ 191_2 Rtl Rev • 
. . 

Anson R. Graves; A. ·A., a retired Bishop, ~upplied tne services until 
' : . ,. " 

Rev. Charles Hitchcock came and stayed for two years( 1912-1913). 

At this time addftional windows were added to ·improve lighting 
. ~ . . 

·conditions. 
.. . 

R~v. Benjamin E. Digg~ served from 1914-1920/ It \Vas .at this 

, time· May- 18, 1915 that the church was consecrated __ by Rt •. Rev. Louis 

C~ilds Sanford, D. D. Missio?a:r:y Bisho_p· o.f Sa~ Joaquin •. Rev. 0-eo.rge· 

· .ttenison was the next r:e-ctor remaining but· seven· montlls. He. was 

followed by Rev~ W. A. Uash 1921 to. 1924. Vari~us .clergyme~; were 
:.... . ,, . ' . ' ~ - ' . 

sent to bake~sfieid by the Bishop. until the· pres~~t r.ector,: Rev. 

Wm. E. Patrick cam·e· on March 18, 1925. · A 11-ew rectory was 

acquired in 1929 and a bequest enabled,a new lighting system to be 
' .. 

installed. 

Th_e history of St.· :Paul's would be incomplete without r9ention 

of the Guilds. St. -Paul's Guild has.had a continuous, history since 

the early_l880's. They had met in the homes of members but in 1898 

th.e Guild Hall was erect ed.: St. Agnes Guild and St. Marr I s Guild 

were largely instrumental in carry~ng on the work of 'the chtuch, .. 

The Woman Is Auxi]),ary which Ras the Miss\~mary Guild had a 
. ' 

creditable existence for m:~:n} years. It's chief object being sewing 

• and preparing ~oxes. for foreign and domestic missions. They were. 

also cutodians of the. Uni t'ed Thank; ·Offering. Later the org;~n2,z_ati~n 
- .. --~ . . .... .-. . . :. ·-- . - . ... •" . 

was absorbed by the Guilds in 1930. 

\ 
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St. Mctrgaret I s· Guild ~vasorig:tb.Ihaib.ih.y organized by Mrs. Cash as the 

Chancel Guild. It m.et evenings for women who. could notattend after . . . 

n66n Guild meetings. At-th~ suggestion of Mr. Patrick in 1925 the 

name· was. ·changed to St. Marg;are~ 1 s Guild. The Oh\lrch Service Leag~e 

~ ·was created at the suggestion of_.the Bishop to include all organization's. 

··, They made i.llonthly reports a:d at the annual meeting the Secretary made 

'a combin_ed report. "of th~ various O!ganizations. During 'th~ later ye8:rS 

of the League's· e?Ci_stence the inonthly meetings wer ·poorly attended ,. · 

finally at the endof·.1934 the League was discontinued. St." Paulis 

and St. ·Margaret's.Guild and· the Sunday School now carry on th~at work • 
. ' . : . 

The work of the Guilds ··is outstanding. They with the Sunday Sc-hool 
', 

·givefi an annua~ pledge to_ the Parish-- they work for· the Lenten and 

. Advent. boxes ·ana. pay .th~. an-nual Service League asses.sment. ·Mission 
' .. ... - • • • ~ .. • . .. • • • • - "' Jt. ' 

study.and missionary edu,_cati.on an~ Church History h~ve been ·some of the 

projects. o~ the Guilds. 

grounds.· 

St. Margaret Is Guild sponsor's the care of. the 
',<. 

. .. 
. ' 

'· -.: :; 

The Sunday School: organized a.lmost fi~ty' years ago has carried 6.n· .. 

.Lts presen_t ·e~rollment being-one hundr.ed twenty~- At one time the· .. 
enrollm.ent reached two hundred. )Jiss. ·M·: D_. ·G~rdett · is s;pe;·int'endent, 

. with Mrs. W. B. Lyons·_ sup~rvisor of the Primary. Through mite boxes 

· during ~-ent and Advt;lnt· the Sunday .Schoo],· has made fine co~~ributions 

to missions •. · 

· The Altar Guild prides it self on taking. care of t_he, Al tar, vestmentP 

~nd "appointment sof the Chancel and Sanctuary.. The Choir w~ th Mrs .• -

'Nichols as 'paid organist and Mr. Chas. Wakefield, Jr. volunteer ·ctirecto:r; 
. . 

·consists· if six rnen and -·tw_el ve ,~omen( 193_) • 

~he Young People's Fell~)\,ship was _reorgan\zed in 1-933.. It r.aeets 

Sunday nights and has a oorporat e communion on the first Sunday o·f eac,h 
. ~ -

month. Sorrie of the members teach in Stind.ay School. They. send 
--·.:.. ~-~-----··-- ~ .... .:. .. - ... - ~ ..:•· -:-: .. ,.,._ __ ,,._ 

· delegates to the annual summer comf erence at Camp Sierra. 



; . 

7 

A'Jb. t~e present .tir11e, _January' 1936, they are covering the kneeling benches. 

· Other·organizations have flourished-from time to time in the 

hi story of t'i-1e parish. Among them were Men 1 s Club, B_rotherhood ·of 

St. Andrew, Junior Brotherhood of St. Andrew, Girls'Friendly Society 

and Boy·Scouts. ~-

. Since_ becoming a pari'sh in· 1891 there has been a long line of wardens 

and ves_trymen •. The prese1'.-t vestry consists of the Recto+·, Rev. 

Wm. E;. Patrick, 

Senior Ward.en, Dr. :Fred ·J •. Crease 

Junior Warden; W. E." Peterson 

Clerk, :W. A. XiexanderT. 

Treasurer; C. E .• Wake:i"field, J.r. 

Percy Cooke 

Glen E. Stanfield_ 

J. Benson Wre.nn· 

Robert<Young. 

., . 

t·,. 

Bakersf;eld, California 

Januc3:ry 1936 
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