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Local Church history

St Paul‘s Protestant Episconal Church
_ ;Distriot of San Joaquin | '

Bakersfield, California.

Looking back through the years 1nto Church history of Bakersfield
none is more 1nterest1ng than the history of St. Paul 8 Protestant :
Eolscopal Ghurch., It's growth from a very- small uroup of earnest

men and women meetinv in an upstairs room of a little school house

~ to its quaint but dignified and lovely edlfioe makes a story rich .

- in- human as well as StaSUlStlcal 1nterest

St.vPaul's Ghuroh ‘was named for Saint Paul, one of the first and -
;greatly beloved Mlss10na1res, sent ouu by our Lord Jesus L’hrist

Regular serv1oes were started in 1879 Before that time serv1ces

: had been held in thehomes of, interested Ghurch neople. Some of

these early faMilies were- Jrs"Mary,B Brundage Mrs. MoCrann Mrs.

oW, A. Ohittenden ‘Mrs. Olive Smith Mrs. Barker Dn. and Mrs.

McLean, J. 8. Drury, Landers Paokards,,Goodrich Mrs. Le Roy.

“Stanley( nee Flora Willows) Wlthingtons, Mrs. Willlams(mother of

'_Mr. J. R. Williams) and Judgeiériok ' '_‘_" N

In 1879 Rev Douvlas O Kelley, who . started many MlSSlonB 1n uhe'
San Joaquln Valey, held regular serv1ces in what 1s now known as
 ﬁmersQn School, - At_that time it was "The Railroad School! and
consisted of three-rooms two downstairs and one unstairs, Wherev'
.churoh serv1ces were held | | | =

Dr. D. J. MoLean wa.s warden Alonzo Ooons treasurer and -

- -P, -D. Jewett, clerk.

Mus1c for the serv1ces was DrOVlded by Mrs. W “A. Chittenden,

who until her death a few years ago - remained a most earnest worker
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1n St Paul‘s Ghurch/ Her husband ‘Mr, W. A Chltuenden hls brother
James Chlttenden Llss Oora mcGrann now Mrs. Bender, and 1ss Mollle

Colby comnrlsed the ch01r.v

Mrs.:Chlttenden llked to tell of those early years in tne church

- Her home was- some dlstance lrom tne churcn in What 1s ‘oW East

Bakersfleld The trlbs back and forth were made in a sprlng wagon.

anch Sundav the famlly organ was placed in the wagon and -carried to

‘.1the schoolhouse for the. serv1ces.3 The roads were poor and Mrs.

Ghltuenden related that on a dark nlghts after serv1ces they often

_allowed tne horse to choose his -own Way, he seemed to know exactly

'where 1rr1gat10n dltches crossed and how best to avord them.,v

. The voman s Gulld of the Church then as. now gave bazaars, plays

' festlvals etc. to heln W1th the. expenses.ia

'er. H ' H. Clapham lay reader under Mr. Kelley, came down from .

resno for occas1onal serv1ces When Mr Kelley could not come. At

.o

'ﬁthls tlme (1881) the Rt t{ev. Wllllam Ingranam Klp conflrmed the

- first class of candddates

The fwrst res1dent rector was Rev. Thomae A Grlffluhs who came

"1n 188291883 Two years later Mr. Clapham hav1ng been ordalned
'hcame to Bakersfleld. The follow1ng yearswere eventful ones in

“St Paul 8 Cnurch hlstory.

Mr Clapham secured lots at uhe corner of l7tn. and I Streets

and soon the church was bullt On Nov. 2lst. 1886 Blshop K1p

A :opened tne new church and conllrmed seven candldates Nlneteen )

chlldren were baptlsed on that. daue .

_The few chlldren of -the Church famllles had been gathered toeether‘

- by Mrs. Chlttenden as the early beglnnlng of a Sunday School but it

Was not until-Mr. Clapham came that a regular Sunday School was.

‘f~orwanlzed Both Mr.vand hrs.‘Clapham worked zealously to. hold the

-Sunday School together and keen the chlldren 1nterested
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Mrs/ Clapham was the sunerlntendent of the Sunday School asslsted

~,by four teachers Mrs. Chlttenden Mrs. McMurdo,tMrsrfzalok and _”‘

" Mrs.. Miller.

hr. Henry Scott who at that tlme was a boy of elght years tells
some 1nterest1ng facts in connectlon with the Sunday School of that
eerly day. He recads hav1ng won a book offered as a prlze by Mr.,
,Clapham to the boy who could flrst repeat the Catechlsm.; Mrs;‘Scott,
th. Soott's mother was an ardent worker in the church and led the
'.:slnolng in the Sunday School. ) ‘
To stlmulate 1nterest and oood attendance among the younger

chlldren 'each was glven a small plcture card alonv W1th thelr pmnk

71essons sllps. When a child had five small cards he exchanged those

i~for a larger one. A scrap book for these 1arger cards was’ glven to

';thechlld who had the best aﬁ%éﬁdaﬂ¢é record for the. year both as to
lessons and attendance Good tlmes were prov1ded at Ohrlstmas tlme
iwhen a festlval was held for the chlldren elther 1n the Town Hall or 1n
the Clapham home on the corner of 17th and E Streets.~ rhe annual
.~"Ch11dren 8 Day" festlval was he1d at the Mlll where the chlldren nad .
.great sport p aylng around the grain bags. : ' o o | ’

; ‘On Jan. 18, 1891 the-church which cost $3000 was oonsecrated
’.:oy the- Rt. Rev. Wllllam Ford N1chols S. D.; Assistant Bishop~of
Gallfornla. On March 4 1891 St Paul N Missmn was deflnltely
organized as . a Parlsh with Rev. “H. H, Olapham Rector Captaln
ChaS'E Jewett'and Dr. Snook wardens, C. Blckerdlke treasurer
Jospeh V. MOrley, Olerk Miss Haude Metfalf wasone of three candldates
in the flrStCLaSS conflrmed by BlShOD Nlchols. ! o “

St. John s ,Rose” ale opened Easter Sunday 1893 and servrces

’ywere held there for a few years. .Later the bulldrng‘was sold.to the - '

) Ash famlly.wﬂuf=rai-;' e e ,g,u'\;?."sxla.a.

Mr, blapham moved to Los Gatos in 1892 Then followed various
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clergymen who remalned for short perlods Rev;‘L Y. Jessun Rev,

‘Hobart Chetwood, Rev. Eduard Norgan(Father Morgan as he was called)

became Rector in 1898

An incident of those early days Was the great flre Wthh destroyed”

' most of the bus1ness sectlon of Bakersfleld The flre burned furlously
- all around but left both St. Paul's Church and the- Roman,?athollc

,Church unharmed The flames came so near that a stained glass.

-

I

' emorlal W1ndow gor Mr Jam1son g gon was removed” for safety.

The Vears that ather Morwan served St Paul .8 stand outmast

[ad

‘v1v1d1y in the church's hlstory : Many progress1ve steps were taken

.

“snd much accompllshed in the way of mlsS1ons new organlzatlons ete.

In 1901 the church buwlding was . moved to what is now East

: Bakersfleld It became St. Barnabas Gnurch h1s91on/ Rev. Hugh Ramsey,‘

assistant to ather Morgan, conducted uhe Sunday School amd most. of

the services of thls 41s81on He took 3, great 1nteresu 1n tne Rallroad'.,

-

men of whom there were a areat many 1nthose days. He v1s1te thed 1n

the shops and in thelr homes. His Sunday evening congregatlons

_were made up 1argely of these men.. Later St Barnabas Mlss1onWas

dlscontlnued ,uch to the regret of many—.partlcularly parens of the
Sunday School chlldren of which there was a goodly number. ‘
In. the meantlme the new church had been erected in Bakersfleld at

the cost of $15 OOO with Ben MacDougall as architect.. The new church

. Was'opened by the Rt. .Rev. William F,;Nlchols, D, p. om Yew Year's Day.

© At this time the Altar'Was blessed . The Altar was a gift from Yrs. .

W. F Tev1s of Stockdale in memory of her father, Romualdo Pachecho

one tlme Governor of Calllornla. Other glfts from the Tev1s famlly '

included the Retable, gix brass candles sticks, vases,‘altar rail,

‘Rose window and marble baptismal Font.

.. - Among FatherM-rgan's many-activities was the organization of a-
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Asent to akersfleld by the BlShOp unt11 the Dresent rector
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boy'schoir He also started missions at Greenfield and Rio Bravo

Wthh later were d1scont1nued

~ Rev. walter B. Clark succeeded Father Moroan and remalned
from 1905 to 1907 followed by Rev. Dav1d M, Crabtree.

Durlng;the;flve years of Mr. Crabtree 8 stay ‘the Rood Screen:/,

- seoarating‘the'chancel from the Nave Was‘erected andguhe present

; organ. 1nstalled .5After his desarture early in 1912 Rtl Rev.

Angon R Graves A A ‘a'retired‘BiShob, suoplied the services until
Rev. Charles HlehCOCk came and stayed for two years(lQlB—lQlQ)

At thls tlme adaltlonal w1ndows were added to 1mprove llgntlng

‘condltions.

Rev. BenJamln E. Dlggs served from 1914-1920/ It was at this

g ‘tlme May 18, 1915 that the church was. consecrated by Rt.- Rey, Louls

Chllds Sanford D D. Mlss10nary BlShOp of San Joaquin. ,Rev;.Georgeﬂ‘

enison was the next rector remalnlng but seven months. He was

followed by Rev w. A bash 1921 to 1984 Varlous clergymen were

ReV‘. '

Wm, E, Patrlck came on March 18, 1925.: A new rectory was -

acqulred in 1929 and a bequest enabled a new llghtlng system to be

vlnstalled

The hlstory of 8t. Paul 8 would be 1ncomb1ete W1thout mention

'of the Gullds. S Paul's Gulld has had a contlnuous history since

t°

“the early11880's. They had met in the homes of members but in 1898

the Guild Hall was erected. St. Agnes Gulld and St. Mary 8 Gulld

Were largely 1n3urumental in carrylng on uhe work of ‘the church

The Woman 8 Aux111ary Wthh Has the MlSSlonary Gulld had a
credltable ex1stence ror many years. I s chief obgect belng sewing
and prenarlng boxes LOT forelgn and domestlc mlss1ons. They were.

also cutodians of the Unlted Thank of ferlng. Later the organization .

 was absorbed by the Gullds in 1930. - . S
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St. Margaret 8 Gu1ld wasorlommahhy organlzed by Mrs. Gash as the
Chancel Gulld. It met evenlngs for women who could notattend after

noon Gulld meetlngs. At ‘the suggestlon of M Patrlcﬁ in 1925 the

name was. ohanged to0 St. Margaret's Gulld. The Church Service League ;

fwas creaued at the suggestlon of the BlShOp to 1nolude all organlzatlons.’ff

"-;They made monthly renorts ad at the annual meeting the Secretary mgde

a comblned report of the various organlzatlons. Dur1ng the later years

fr of the League s’ ex1stenoe uhe monthly meetlngs wer poorly attended

; grounds. o .“A' ’. , : ﬂ;'".i'

flnally at the endof-1934 the League Was dlsoontlnued. St. Paul's

- and St Margaret's Gulld and the Sunday Sohool now -carry on théat work

The work of the Gullds is outstandlng. They Wlth uhe Sunday School

'wlveﬁ an annual pledge to the Parish—- they work for the Lenten and

'Advent boxes and vay uhe annual Serv1oe League assessment M1581on .

studv and anssronary eduoatlon and Church H1story have been some of the o

nroaects of.the Gullds. .St.,Margareu 8 Gulld.sponsors the care of_the

The Sunday Sohool organlzed almos 1lty years ago has carrled on.

ts present enrollment belng one hundred twenty. (At one time the

enrollment reached two hundred M1ss M D. Gardett is Sunerlntendent

w1th Iurs. W. B Lyons suoerv1sor of the Prwmary Through mlte boxes

-durlng Lent and Advent the Sunday School has made fine oontrlbutlons,

to m1331ons. _
The Aluar Gulld orldes 1tselr on taklng care. of the’ Altal yestments

ano app01ntmenusof the Chancel and SanOUuary.‘ The Choir with Mrs,-

‘Nichols as nald oroanlst and Mr.»Chas. Wakelleld Jr volunteer: dlrector

-cons1sts 1f ‘six men and tWelve Women( ISo )

The~loung People»s Fellowshlp was reorganlzed in'1933 It meets

';Sunday nigh s and has a oorporate comipunion on the first Sunday of eacn f

month Some of the members teach in Sunday Sohool They send

s R e memmadh e e e e e e

‘=de1esates to the annual summer conferenoe at Camn Slerra
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Ah the nreeenf tihe Januarv 1936 tney aT® covering the kneellng benohes.
Other orwanlzatlons have flourlshed from time . to tlme 1n the

hlstory of the parlsh Among them were Men B8 Club Brotherhood of

8%. Andrew Junlor Brotherhood of gt Andrew Glrls'Frlendly Soolety

and’ Boy Soouts.

*
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Slnoe beoomlng a parlsh 1n 1891 there has been a long 11ne of wardens
‘anq vestrymen. The nresent vestry con31sts of the Rector Rev.

Wn. E. Patridk,'_ .,
Senior‘Wafdenv Dr.?Fred 5!'Creaee
Junlor Warden W F Peterson
Glerk W. A. AlexanderT v
Treasurer‘ C. E. Wakefleld Jr.,
’Peroy Cooke . . i'~~ . 'f ~;; :  :ﬂ“f‘;7f‘” .
'Glen E. Stanfleld‘f,-~ . |

J. Benson Wrenn' - T s LT
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Robert: Young.

‘ Bakersfield Calfornla:'i
e January 1936 f ,»f« L
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